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RESOLVED, 

TH  A  T  the  Coinmittee  appointed  to  fiiper'mtend 
the  publication  of 'the  Journals  t  he  impoiuered  aitd  injlrii£led  to 
employ  Robert  Aitken  to  reprint  the  faid  Journals  from  the  he-^ 
ginning,  *with  all  pojfihle  expedition,  and  to  continue  to  print  the 
fame, 

Extrad  from  the  Minutes, 
CHARLES   THOMSON,  Secretary, 
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JOURNALS 

O      F 

CONGRESS. 

*■  ■ -  - 

Monday,  January  i,  1776. 

A  Letter  from  governor  Trumbull,  dated  the  twenty-third  of 
December,  being  received,  vras^^ead. 

The  Congrefs  took  into  confiderat^n  the  report  of  the  commit- 
tee on  captain  Selleck's  petition,  w>ich  was  agreed  to,  as  follows : 

That  they  have  maturely  confid^red  the  petition,  and  have  exa- 
mined captain  Simeon  Selleck  particularly  thereon,  and  are  of  o- 
pinion,  that  the  petitioner  be  yilowed,  as  a  compenfation  for  his 
cxpences,  trouble  and  rifle  intaking  the  goods  at  Turtlebay,  for 
the  ufe  of* the  United  Colories,  the  fum  of  333  dollars  and  one- 
third;  and  that  the  commi-tee  of  Fairfield  be  diredled  to  take  into 
their  poifeflion,  for  the  u^  of  the  faid  Colonies,  all  the  goods  ta- 
ken by  captain  Selleck  which  are  not  already  delivered  by  him, 
and  to  forward  the  f^o  boxes  of  faltpetre,  now  in  captain  Sel- 
leck's cuftody,  to  th-'  powder-mill  in  Ulfler  county,  to  be  manu- 
faftured  into  gun-/owder,  for  the  Continental  fervice. 

The  CongrefsA'dking  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee on  LordStirling's  letters,  after  debate  thereon, 

Refolved,  T^at  it  be  recommitted. 

The  Congr-'fs  proceeded  to  the  eledion  of  an  adjutant  for  the 
battalion  ra^^d  in  Pennfylvania,  and  the  ballots  being  taken,  and 
examined 

John  ■^'itterfon  was  elefted. 

Jlgchedy  That  the  Prefident  fign  commifTions  to  the  field- 
offirvirs  appointed  by  the  Provincial  Congrefs  of  North-Carolina, 
tr  command  the  two  battalions,  direded  to  be  raifed  in  that  co- 
iony  by  this  Congrefs,  and  that  fuch  commiffions  bear  like  date 
with  thofe  iifued  to  the  faid  officers  by  the  faid  Provincial  Con  • 
grefs  of  North-Carolina. 
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Refolvedy  That,  in  cafe  of  vacancy  occafioned  by  the  death  or 
removal  of  a  colonel  or  inferior  officer,  the  Provincial  Conventioa 
of  North-Carolina,  or,  in  their  recefs,  the  Provincial  Council, 
appoint  another  perfon  to  fill  up  fuch  vacancy,  until  a  commiffion 
fhall  ilTue  from  this  Congrefs  ;  and  that  they  return  to  this  Con- 
grefs  a  lift  of  the  names  of  the  perfon  or  perfons  fo  appointed. 

The  Delegates  of  New- York,  having  received  new  powers  from 
their  Convention,  laid  the  fame  before  Congrefs,  as  follows: 

"  In  Provincial  Congress,  Neixj-York,  December  21,    1775* 

"  Refolvedy  That  the  prefent  Delegates  of  this  colony  In  Con." 
tinental  Congrefs  be  requefted  to  make  fuch  an  arrangement  a* 
mong  themfelves,  as  that  five  of  them  only  continue  at  Congrefs, 
and  reprefent  this  colony  at  any  one  time  ;  and  that  in  cafe  of  the 
liecefTary  abfenceof  any  one  or  two  of  the  Delegates  lb  attending  ^ 
according  to  fuch  arrangement,  that  three  or  four  of  them  be  a 
quorum,  and  enabled  to  reprefent  the  colony  during  fuch  abfence* 
*'   A  true  Copy  frG7n  the  Minutes y 

John  M'Kesson,  Secretary ^^"^ 

The  committee  to  whonr.  the  letters  from  General  Wafhington, 
and  the  intercepted  letters  w^re  referred,  brought  in  their  report, 
which  being  taken  into  confiieration,  the  Congrefs  came  to  the 
following  refolutions. 

Refolved,  That  the  prefident  <S  tho.  Provincial  council  of  North - 
Carolina,  and  of  Georgia  be  requ-fted  to  procure  committees  of 
their  feveral  bodies  to  repair  immeiiately  to  Charles-town,  and 
there  to  confer  with  a  committee  of  th?  Council  of  Safety  of  South- 
Carolina  upon  weighty  and  important mattero  relative  to  the  de- 
fence and  fecurity  of  thefe  colonies. 

Refolved,  That  it  appears,  the  Britifh  niniftry  and  their  agents 
have  meditated  and  are  preparing  to  make  attacks  upon  Charles- 
town  in  South-Carolina,  and  feveral  plac^ein  Virginia  and  pro- 
bably in  North-Carolina  ;  and  that  it  be  recournended  to  the  con- 
"ventions  or  committees  of  fafety  of  the  two  former  colonies,  and 
to  the  Provincial  Council  of  the  other  by  all  p^ffible  means  to 
make  a  vigorous  defence  and  oppolitlon  ;  and  tb,t  {^  \,q  fanher 
recommended  to  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  Virginiaand  the  Pro- 
vinqi^l  Council  of  North-Carolina  to  meet  together  ana  confer  and 
conclude  upon  fuch  operations,  as  they  may  think  molvfor  their 
mutual  intereft. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock. to-morrow. 

Tuesday,  January  2,   1776. 
The  committee  of  claims  reported,  that  there  is  due. 
To     James  Chambers,    the  fum  of   25.8   dollars   for  his  ex- 

p^nces  from  Cambridge. 

To 
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To  Judah  Alden,  50  dollars,  advanced  on  account  of  expences 
in  attending  the  French  gentlemen. 

Grdered^  That  the  above  be  paid. 

•Refolvedy  That  general  Schuyler  be  dire6ted  to  have  brigadier 
general  Prefcot,  lately  made  prifoner  by  the  Continental  forces  in 
•Canada,  taken  into  cuftody,  and  fafely  and  fecurely  kept  until 
the  further  orders  of  this  Congrefs. 

Rtfoivedy  That  a  copy  of  the  above  be  fent  immediately  to  ge- 
neral Schuyler  ;  and  that  the  general  be  informed  by  letter  of  the 
realons  which  induced  the  Congrefs  to  give  fuch  orders. 

The  Committee  of  Claims  reported,  that  there  is  due  to  Eg- 
i)ert  Dumond,  on  account  of  expences  in  bringing  the  prifoners, 
taken  at  St.  Johns,  from  Kingfton,  in  New-York  government, 
to  Lancafter,  in  Pennfylvania,  the  fum  of  2326.2  dollars. 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  paid. 

The  Congrefs  took  into  conlideration  the  report  of  the  commit- 
tee on  the  petition  of  captains  Paddock  and:  Coffin,  and  after  de- 
bate, 

Refolvedy  That  the  prayer  of  faid  petition  be  not  granted. 

The  committee  on  the  Hate  of  New  York  brought  in  their  re- 
port, whk:h  was  read. 

The  report  of  captain  Motte,  with  regard  to  the  difpofition  of 
the  officers  taken  prifoners  at  St.  Johns,  was  laid  before  Congrefs, 
and  read. 

The  committee,  to  whom  the  report  on  Lord  Stirling's  letters 
was  recommitted,  brought  in  their  report,  which  being  taken  in- 
to conlideration,  the  Congrefs  thereupon  came  to  the  following 
refolutions. 

Refolved,  That  the  Prefident  acquaint  his  lordfhip,  that  the 
Congrefs  has  provided  againil  the  inconvenience  of  vexatious  ar- 
refts  of  the  men  inlilling  in  the  Continental  fervice. 

Refolvedy  That  the  barracks  in  the  colony  of  New-Jerfey  be 
prepared  for  the  reception  of  fuch  of  the  battalions  as  may  not  be 
in  readincfs  to  proceed  to  New- York,  and  that  the  minifterial 
troops,  or  prifoners  at  prefent  occupying  them,  be  accommodated 
in  the  faid  colony,  in  fuch  manner  as  the  Committee  of  Safety 
for  faid  colony  fhall  think  moll  prudent  and  convenient.  ^ 

That  Mr.  Lowry,  the  commifTary,  be  direded  to   fupplv^o- 
faid  battalions  with  ftockings,  and  that  the   delegates  fojnnted 
lony  of  New-Jerfey  tranfmit  to  Lord  Stirling  fix  doz' 
copies  of  the  articles  of  war.  j^  of  the   co- 

That  confidering  not  only  the  defeneelefs  con^f  ^n  hoftile  in- 
lony  of  New-Jerfey  for  want  of  ammunition  iijjf  the  afliftance  of 
vafion   of  that  colony,  but  the  evident  w^;  ^vhere  an  attack  of 

thofe  battalions  for  the  defence  of  Newji^ended,  a  requifition  be 
the  enemy  is  moft  probably  to  be  ?-  made 
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made  by  the  Congrefs  to  the  Committee  qf  Safety  of  Pennfylvania 
of  four  hundred  weight  of  powder  for  the  faid  battalions. 

That  the  fame  firewood,  camp  equipage  and  barrack  utenfils 
be  allowed  to  each  of  the  New-Jerfey  battalions  as  arc  allowed  to 
the  battalion  raifed  in  Pennfylvania. 

That  the  hundred  iland  of  arms  fupplied  by  the  colony  of 
New -York  for  the  New-Jerfey  battalions,  be  paid  for  by  the 
Convention  of  New-Jerfey  ;  and  that,  in  order  to  enable  the  faid 
Convention  to  make  fuch  payment,  as  well  as  to  furnifh  fuch  of 
the  men  belonging  to  the  faid  battalions,  as  are  yet  unprovided, 
with  arms,  the  farther  fum  of  looo  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  faid 
Convention ;  and  that  the  price  of  the  arms  be  deducted  out  of  the 
wages  of  the  privates  belonging  to  the  faid  battalions. 

That  Lord  Stirling  be  directed  to  feize  and  fecure  all  the  am- 
munition and  warlike  llores  belonging  to  the  enemy,  which  now 
are  or  hereafter  may  be  imported  into  the  colony  of  New-Jerfey, 
and  keep  them  till  he  fhall  receive  the  orders  of  Congrefs  refpeft- 
ing  them  :  And  further  that  he  do,  from  time  to  time,  give  aid 
and  protection  to  all  the  friends  of  America,  who  may  be  employ- 
ed in  importing  into  the  faid  colony  ammunition,  or  other  commo- 
dities not  prohibited  by  the  alTociation  and  refolves  of  this  Con- 
grefs. 

Whereas  it  has  been  reprefented  to  this  Congrefs,  that  diver$ 
honell  and  well  meaning,  but  un-informed,  people  in  thefe  Colo- 
nies have,  by  the  art  and  addrefs  of  miniflerial  agents,  been  de- 
ceived and  drawn  into  erroneous  opinions  refpefting  the  American 
caufe,  and  the  probable  ilfue  of  the  prefent  conteft; 

Refolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  different  Committees, 
and  other  friends  to  American  liberty,  in  the   faid   Colonies,  to 
treat  all   fuch  perfons   with  kindnefs  and  attention ;  to  conlider 
them  as  the  inhabitants  of  a  country  determined  to  be  free,  and  to 
\iew  their  errors  as  proceeding  rather   from  want  of  information 
than  want  of  virtue  or  public  fpirit ;  to  explain  to  them  the  origin, 
nature   and  extent  of  the  prefent  controverfy  ;  to  acquaint  them 
with   the  fate  of  the  numerous  petitions  prefented  to  his  majelly, 
as  well  by  AfTemblles  as  CongrefTes,  for  reconciliation  and  redrefs 
of  grievances  ;  and   that  the  laft  from  this  Congrefs,  humbly  re- 
belling the  fingle  favour  of  being  heard,  like  all  the  others,  has 
nlflffJ  unfuccefsful  ;  to  unfold  to  them  the  various  arts  of  admi- 
have   151  ^'^  enfnare  and  enflave  us,  and  the  manner  in  which  we 
liberties  air^^;^^!  driven  to  defend,  by   arms,  thofe  very  rights, 
ioyed  unmolel^^^s>  which  we  and  our  forefathers  had  fo  long  en- 
And  it  Is  herebi"  ^^^  reigns  of  his  prefent  majefty's  predeceiTors. 
in  thefe    Colonies  riQ'^^T^^"*^^'^  to  all  Conventi^ons  and  Alfemblles 
ceedings  of  this  and  ttllj  to  diftrlbute  among  the  people  the  pro- 
great  patriots  in  both  hdiPe^  Congrefs,  the  late  fpeeches  of  the 

">f  parliament  relative  to  American 

grievances. 
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grievances,  and  fuch  other  pamphlets  and  papers  as  tend  to  eluci- 
date the  merits  of  the  American  caufe,  the  Congrefs  being  fully 
perfuaded  that  the  more  our  right  to  the  enjoyment  of  our  ancient 
liberties  and  privileges  is  examined,  the  more  juil  and  neceflary  our 
prefent  oppofition  to  minifterlal  tyranny  will  appear. 

And  with  refpe6l  to  all  fuch  unworthy  Americans  as,  regardlefs 
of  their  duty  to  their  Creator,  their  copntry  and  their  poflerity, 
have  taken  part  with  our  opprefTors,  and,  influenced  by  the 
hope  or  poil'eflion  of  ignominious  rewards,  llrive  to  recommend 
themfelves  to  the  bounty  of  admin iftration,  by  mifreprefentin^ 
and  traducing  the  conduft  and  principles  of  the  friends  of  Ameri- 
can liberty,  and  oppofmg  every  meafure  formed  for  its  preferva- 
tion  and  fecurity. 

Refolved^  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  different  AfTemblies, 
Conventions  and  Committees  or  Councils  of  Safety  in  the  United 
Colonies,  by  the  moll  fpeedy  and  efFeftual  m.eafures  to  fruftrate 
the  mifchievous  machinations,  and  reftrain  the  wicked  praftices  of 
thefe  men  :  And  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Congrefs,  that  they 
ought  to  be  difarmed,  and  the  more  dangerous  among;  them  eir 
ther  kept  in  fafe  cuilody,  or  bound  with  fufficient  fureties  to 
their  good  behaviour. 

And  in  order  that  the  faid  AfTemblies,  Conventions,  Commit- 
tees or  Councils  of  Safety  may  be  enabled  with  greater  eafe  and 
facility  to  carry  this  refolution  into  execution, 

Refolved,  That  they  be  authorized  to  call  to  their  aid  whatever 
Continental  troops,  ftationed  in  or  near  their  refpeftive  Colonies, 
may  be  conveniently  fpared  from  their  more  immediate  duty;  and 
the  commanding  officers  of  fuch  troops  are  hereby  directed  to  af- 
ford the  faid  AfTemblies,  Conventions,  Committees  or  Councils  of 
Safety  all  fuch  afiiilance  in  executing  this  refolution,  as  they  may 
require,  and  which,  confiftent  with  the  good  of  the  fervice,  may 
be  fupplied. 

Refolved,  That  all  detachments  of  Continental  troops,  which 
may  be  ordered  on  the  bufinefs  in  the  foregoing  refolution  men- 
tioned, be,  while  fo  employed,  under  the  direilion  and  controul 
of  the  Affemblies,  Conventions,  Committees  or  Councils  of  Safe- 
ty afore  faid. 

Refolvedy  That  it  be  recommended  to  all  the  United  Colonies, 
to  aid  each  other  (on  requefh  from  their  refpeftive  AfTemblies^ 
Conventions,  Committees,  or  Councils  of  fafety  and  County  Com- 
mittees) on  every  emergency,  and  to  cultivate,  cheriih  and  in- 
creafe  the  prefent  happy  and  necefTary  union,  by  a  continual  inter- 
change of  mutual  good  offices. 

And  whereas  the  execrable  barbarity,  with  which  this  unhappy 
war  has  been  conducted  on  the  part  of  our  enemies,  fuch  as  burn- 
ing our  defencelefs  towns  and  villages,  expofincr  their  inhabitants, 
\yithout  regard  to  fex  or  age,  to  all  the  miferies  vvhich  lofs  of  pro- 
perty, 
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perty,  tlie  rigour  of  the  feafon,  and  inhuman  devaflation  can  iii- 
fli6l,  exciting  domeflic  infurreitions  and  murders,  bribing  favages 
to  defolate  our  frontiers,  and  calling  fuch  of  us  as  the  fortune  of 
war  has  put  in  their  povver,  into  goals,  there  to  languish  in  irons 
and  in  want,  compelling  the  inhabitants  of  Bofton,  in  violation  of 
the  treaty,  to  remain  confined  within  the  town  expofed  to  the  in- 
folence  of  the  foldiery,  and  other  enormities,  at  the  mention  of 
which  decency  and  humanity  will  ever  blulh,  may  juftly  provoke 
the  inhabitants  of  thefe  Colonies  to  retaliate, 

Refohed^  That  it  be  recommended  to  them  to  continue  mindful 
that  humanity  ought  to  diftinguifh  the  brave,  that  cruelty  ihould 
find  no  admifiion  among  a  free  people,  and  to  take  care  that  no  page 
in  the  annals  of  America  be  ftained  by  a  recital  of  any  a6lion 
which  jullice  or  chriftianity  may  condemn,  and  to  reil  affured  that 
whenever  retaliation  maybe  neceffary  or  tend  to  their  fecurity,this 
Congrefs  will  undertake  the  difagreeable  taflc. 

Refohedy  That  the  Affemblies,  Conventions,  or  Committees,  or 
Councils  of  fafety  be  requefted  forthwith  to  tranfmit  to  this  Con- 
erefs,  copies  of  all  the  petitions,  memorials,  and  remonftrances, 
which  have  been  by  the  refpedlive  colonies  prefented  to  the  throne 
or  either  houfe  of  parliament,  fince  the  year  1762,  and  that  they 
alfo  inform  the  Congrefs,  whether  any  and  what  anfwers  were  giv- 
en to  them. 

Refohed,  That  Mr.  Bartlettbe  appointed  one  of  the  Committee 
of  claims,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Langdon,  and  Mr.  S.  Adams,  in 
the  room  of  Mr.  Cufhing,  tvho  have  leave  of  abfence. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Wednesday,  January  3,  1776. 

A  letter  from  general  Wafliington,  dated  the  25th  of  December, 
ivith  fundry  papers  enclofed,  was  read. 

The  Committee  of  fafety  for  Pennfylvania  having  recommended 
fundry  gentlemen  to  be  field  officers  of  the  four  battalions  ordered 
to  be  raifed  in  faid  colony,  the  Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  ele£lioi> 
of  colonels,  and  the  ballots  being  taken  and  examined,  the  follow- 
incr  gentlemen  were  chofen, 

Arthur  St.  Clair,  Efq.  John  Shee,  Efq.  Anthony  Waine,  Efq, 

Robert  Magaw,  Efq.  _  r  1     c        . 

The  Congrefs  taking  into  confideration  the  report  01  the  becret 
Committee,  came  to  the  following  refolutions  : 

Refohed,  That  the  following  goods  and  {lores  ought  to  be  im- 
ported as  foon  as  poffible,  for  the  ufe  of  the  United  Colonies,  viz, 

60,000  ftriped  blankets. 

120,000  yards  of  t  cloths,  brown  and  blue,  from  3/  to  6/  iter. 

10,000  yards  of  do.  different  colours  for  facings,  at  4/. 

2,000  pieces  of  duffils,  or  feme  fuch  cloth. 

loo  m.  forted  needles. 

50 
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50  m.  do.  none  fine. 

20  m.  do.  for  fail -cloth. 

3,000  pieces  of  raven's  duck. 

3,000  pieces  ticklenburgs. 

1,500  pieces  oznaburgs. 

1,000  pieces  vitrey. 

4,000  pieces  Hamburg  dowlas. 

20,000  ftand  of  arms. 

300  tons  of  lead. 

1,000,000  of  flints. 

1500  boxes  of  tin,  and  wire  properly  forted  for  it. 

Medicines,  furgeon's  inftruments,  lint  and  bandages,  in  the 
whole  to  the  amount  of  ^  2000  fterling. 

500  (heets  of  copper  of  different  forts. 

Rejolvedy  That  the  Secret  Committee  be  empowered  and  directed 
to  purfue  the  mod  effectual  meafures  for  importing  the  foregoing 
articles. 

Refihed,  That  the  farther  confideration  of  this  report  be  pofl:- 
poned. 

The  Committee  of  claims  reported  that  there  is  due, 

To  capt.  Edward  Motte,  for  expences,  (be.  in  conducting  the 
prifoners  taken  at  St.  John's,  from  Kingflon,  in  the  colony  of 
New-York,  to  Lancafter,  in  Pennfylvania,  a  ballance  of  367.7 
dollars. 

To  Robert  Erwin,  waggon-mailer,  for  carriage  of  cloathing 
and  medicines  to  Dobb's  ferry  and  to  Cambridge,  222.6  dollars. 

Ordered^  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

The  Committee  on  the  ftate  of  New-York  brought  in  a  farther 

o 

report,  which  being  taken  into  confideration,  was  agreed   to  as 
follows  : 

Whereas  a  majority  of  the  inhabitants  x)f  Queen's  county,  ia 
the  colony  of  New-York,  beino;  incapable  of  refolving  to  live  and 
die  freemen,  and  being  more  difpofed  to  quit  their  liberties  than 
part  with  the  little  proportion  of  their  property  neceffary  to  de- 
fend them,  have  deferted  the  American  caufe,  by  refufing  to  fend 
deputies  as  ufual  to  the  Convention  of  that  colony  ;  and  avowing, 
by  a  public  declaration,  an  unmanly  defign  of  remaining  inaftive 
fpeftators  of  the  prefent  conteili,  vainly  flattering  themfelves,  per- 
haps, that  fhould  providence  declare  for  our  enemies,  they  may 
purchafe  their  mercy  and  favour  at  an  eafy  rate;  and  on  the  other 
hand,  if  the  war  fhould  terminate  in  favour  of  America,  that  then 
they  may  enjoy,  without  expence  of  blood  or  treafure,  all  the 
bleffings  refulting  from  that  liberty,  which  they,  in  the  day  of 
trial  had  abandoned,  and  in  defence  of  which,  many  of  their  more 
virtuous  neighbours  and  countrymen  had  nobly  died :  and  although 
the  want  of  public  fpirit  obfervable  in  thefe  men  rather  excites  pi- 
ty thaa  alarn;^  there  bein^  little  danger  to  apprehend  either  from 

their 
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tlieir  pro-vvefs  or  example,  yet  it  being  reafonable,  that  thofe  wKo 
refufe  to  defend  their  country,  Ihould  be  excluded  from  its  protec- 
tion, and  prevented  from  doing  it  injury. 

Refo/vfJ,  That  all  inch  perfons  in  Queen's  county  aforefaid,  as 
voted  asjainil  fending  deputies  to  the  prefent  Convention  of  New- 
York,  and  named  in  a  lift  of  delinquents  in  Queen's  county,  pub- 
lidied  by  the  Convention  of  New-York,  be  put  out  of  the  protec- 
tion of  the  United  Colonies,  and  that  all  trade  and  intercourfe 
with  them  ceafe  ;  that  none  of  the  inhabitants  of  that  county  be 
permitted  to  travel  or  abide  in  any  part  of  thefe  United  Colonies, 
out  of  their  faid  county,  without  a  certificate  from  the  Convention 
or  Committee  offafety  of  the  colony  of  New-York,  fetting  forth, 
that  fuch  inhabitant  is  a  friend  to  the  American  caufe,  and  not  of 
the  number  of  thofe  who  voted  againll  fending  deputies  to  the 
faid  Convention  ;  and  that  fuch  of  the  faid  inhabitants  as  fhall  be 
found  out  of  the  laid  county  without  fuch  certificate,  be  appre- 
hended and  imprifoned  three  months. 

Refohed,  That  no  attorney  or  lawyer  ought  to  commence,  pro- 
fecute,  or  defend  any  aftion  at  law  of  any  kind,  for  any  of  the  faid 
inhabitants  of  Queen's  county,  who  voted  againll  fending  depu- 
ties to  the  Convention,  as  aforefaid;  and  fuch  attorney  or  lawyer 
as  fliall  contravene  tliis  refolution,  are  enemies  to  the  American 
caufe,  and  ought  to  be  treated  accordingly. 

Refohed ^Th-^i  the  Convention  or  Committee  of  fafety  of  the  co- 
louY  of  Nev/-York  be  requeiled  to  continue  publifliingfor  a  month, 
in  all  their  Gazettes  or  news-papers,  the  names  of  all  fuch  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Queen's  county,  as  voted  againfl  fending  deputies  ; 
and  to  give  certificates,  in  the  manner  before  recommended,  to  fuch 
others  of  the  faid  inhabitants,  as  are  friends  to  American  liberty. 

And  it  is  recommended  to  all  Conventions, Committees  offafety, 
and  others,  to  be  diligent  in  executing  the  above  refolutions. 

Refihedy  That  colonel  Nathaniel  Heard  of  Woodbridge,  In  the 
colony  of  New-Jerfey,  taking  with  him  five  or  fix  hundred  minute- 
inen,  under  difcreet  ofScers,  do  march  to  the  weftern  part  of 
Queen's  county,  and  that  colonel  Waterbury  of  Stanford,  in  the 
colony  of  Connecticut,  with  the  like  number  of  minute-men,  march 
to  the  eaftern  fide  of  faid  county  ;  that  they  confer  together,  and 
endeavour  to  enter  the  faid  county  on  one  day;  that  they  proceed 
to  difarm  every  perfon  in  the  faid  county,  who  voted  againfi;  fend- 
ing deputies  to  the  faid  Convention,  and  caufe  them  to  deliver  up 
their  arm:;  and  ammunition  on  oath,and  that  they  take  and  confine, 
in  fafe  cuftody,  till  further  orders,  all  fuch  as  refufe  compliance. 

That  they  apprehend  and  fecure,  till  further  orders,  the  perfons 
named  as  principal  men  among  the  difaflefted  In  the  faid  county, 
in  a  fumraons  for  their  appearance  before  the  Convention  of  Nev/- 
York,  ifliied  the  j  2  th  of  December  laft,  viz. 

Of 
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Of  Jamaica  townfhip^capt.  Benjamin  Whitehead,  Charles  Arden, 
Jofeph  French,  Efq.  Johannes  Polhemus. 

Newtown,  Nathaniel  Moor,  John  Moor,  fen.  Samuel  Hallet, 
John  Moor,  jun.  William  Weyman,  John  Shoals,  Jeromus  Rapalje. 

Fluftiing,  John  Willet. 

Hamflead,  Juftice  Gilbert  Van  Wyck,  Daniel  KifTam,  Efq. 
of  Cowneck,  capt.  Jacob  Mott,  Thomas  Cornhill,  of  Rockaway, 
Gabriel  G.  Ludlow,  Richard  Hewlet,  capt.  Charles  Hicks,  Dr. 
Samuel  Martin,  Juftice  Samuel  Clowes. 

Oyfter-bay,  Juftice  Thomas  Smith,  of  Hog-ifland,  Juftice  Joha 
Hewlet,  capt.  George  Weeks,  Dr.  David  Brooks,  Juftice  Joha 
Townfend, 

^nd  all  fuch  other  perfons  who  ftiall  be  found  in  arms,  or  who  (hall 
oppofe  the  carrying  the  above  refolutions  into  effedl,  as  the  faid 
colonel  Heard  or  colonel  Waterbury  may  think  prudent  to  detain. 

Refolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  faid  colonel  Heard  and 
colonel  Waterbury,  to  execute  the  bulinefs  intrufted  to  them  by 
the  foregoing  refolutions,  with  all  poflible  difpatch,  fecrefy,  or- 
der, and  humanity. 

Refolvedy  That  the  fum  of  500  dollars  be  forthwith  tranfmitted, 
with  certified  copies  of  thefe  refolutions  to  each  of  them  the  faid 
colonel  Heard  and  colonel  Waterbury,  and  that  they  on  their  re- 
turn report  to  this  Congrefs  a  true  ftate  of  their  expenditure  and 
proceedings. 

A  letter  from  the  Committee  of  Frederic,  in  Maryland,  brought 
by  the  officer  who  had  the  charge  of  bringing  down  Connolly  and 
his  aflbciates,  was  laid  before  Congrefs,  and  read. 

Refolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Committee  of  fafety  of 
Pennfylvania  to  carry  into  execution  the  refolution  of  Congrefs  for 
confining  faid  Connolly  and  his  aflbciates  in  the  goal  of  Philadel- 
phia, and  that  they  take  their  examination. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Thursday,  January  4,  1776. 

Refolved,  That  an  additional  battalion  be  raifed  in  the  county  of 
Cumberland,  in  the  colony  of  Pennfylvania,  to  confift  of  the  fame 
number  of  men  and  officers,  and  to  have  the  fame  pay  and  allow- 
ance as  the  others  raifed  in  faid  colony. 

Refohed,  That  one  company  of  each  of  the  five  battalions  laft 
ordered  to  be  raifed  in  Pennfylvania,  confift  of  expert  rifflemen. 

Refolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Committee  of  fafety  of 
Pennfylvania  to  fee  the  foregoing  refolutions  carried  into  execution. 

Refolvedy  That  in  all  eledions  of  officers  by  Congrefs,  where 
more  than  one  are  eleded  on  the  fame  day  to  commands  of  the 
fame  rank,  they  fhall  take  rank  of  each  other  according  to  their 
eiedion,  and  the  entry  of  their  names  in  the  minutes,"  and  their 
commiffions  Ihall  be  numbered  to  ftiew  their  priority. 

The  Congrefs  then  proceeded  to  the  eledion  of  other  field-offi- 
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cers  of  the  four  battalions  ordered  to  be  raifed  in  Pennfylvania,  and 
the  ballots  being  taken  and  examined,  the  following  gentlemen 
were  chofen. 

Lieutenant-colonels,  Lambert  Cadwallader,  William  Allen,  jun* 
Francis  Johnfon,  Jofeph  Penrofe,  Efqrs. 

Majors,  Jofeph  Wood,  George  Nagle,  Henry  Bicker,  Nicholas 
Hauficker,  Efqrs. 

The  Committee  of  claims  report  that  there  is  due, 

To  James  Whitehead,  for  provifions  for  the  prifoners  taken  on 
board  the  Rebecca  and  Mary,  the  fum  of  64  dollars. 

To  the  Committee  of  New-Brunfwick,  per  account  rendered  the 
fum  of  2 14.9  dollars,  to  be  paid  to  William  Livingfton,  Efq;  and 
by  him  forwarded  to  the  faid  Committee. 

To  Furman  and  Hunt,  of  Trenton,  for  provifions,  horfe  hire, 
&c.  the  fum  of  68.2   dollars. 

To  the  Committee  of  infpeftion  and  obfervation  of  the  city  and 
liberties  of  Philadelphia,  for  187,046  flints,  by  them  purchafed  a- 
greeable  to  the  order  of  Congrefs  the  fum  of  737  dollars. 

To  fundry  perfons,  per  lift,  for  figning  the  Continental  bills  of 
credit,  the  fum  of  1 165.7  dollars,  and  that  an  order  be  given  to  the 
treafurers  for  the  payment  of  the  fame,  agreeable  to  the  faid  lift. 

To  the  Committee  of  Frederic-Town,  Maryland,  for  expences 
incurred  by  Connolly,  Cameron  and  Smith,  during  their  confine- 
ment, the  fum  of  74  dollars,  and  that  the  fame  be  paid  to  the  de- 
legates of  Maryland. 

Ordered i  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid  accordingly. 

Refolvedy  That  a  Commifiary  be  appointed  to  provide  the  three 
companies  ordered  to  Northampton,  in  Virginia,  with  rations  while 
on  their  march,  and  during  their  ftay  in  that  country. 

That  the  appointment  of  faid  commifTary  be  deferred  till  to-mor- 
row. 

The  Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  report  of  the 
Committee  on  the  ftate  of  New-York;  whereupon, 

Refolvedi  That  the  fame  be  poftponed  till  to  morrow,  and  that 
the  delegates  of  New- York  be  defired  to  requeft  the  attendance  of 
the  gentlemen  fent  to  Congrefs  by  the  Convention  of  their  colony. 

Refohed,  That  major  Prefton  have  liberty  to  chufe  the  place  of 
his  refidence  confiftent  with  former  refolutions  of  Congrefs,  and 
that  the  prefident  take  his  parole. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  confider  what  allowance  ought  to 
be  made  to  officers  who  are  prifoners,  brought  in  their  report. 

Ordered i  That  the  fame  be  taken  into  confideration  on  Saturday 
next. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow, 

Friday,  January  5,   i'j''j6. 

There  being  a  vacancy  in  the  firft  of  the  Pennfylvania  battalions 

by 
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by  the  promotion  of  capt.  Allen,  the  Congrefs  proceeded  to  the 
election  of  a  perfon  to  fupply  faid  vacancy,  and  the  ballots  being 
taken,  Benjamin  Davisj  oldell  lieutenant  in  faid  battalion,  was  e- 
Ie6led. 

Refolved,  That  the  fiim  of  ten  thoufand  dollars  be  llruck,  for: 
the  purpofe  of  exchanging  ragged  and  torn  bills  of  the  Continen- 
tal currency;  that  the  bills,  making  this  fum,  be  of  the  fame  de- 
nominations, printed  under  the  infpe£lion  of  the  fame  perfons,  iind 
ligned  and  numbered  by  the  fame  ligners,  as  the  lall  emiffion,  and 
that  they  be  lodged  in  the  treafury,  to  be  applied  to  the  fole  pur- 
pofe aforefaid. 

Refihedf  That  all  Committees,  and  others,  v/ho  have  had  pub- 
lic money  put  into  their  hands,  lay  upon  the  table  an  account  of 
the  expenditure  of  the  fame. 

The  Committee  appomted  to  confider  the  letter  of  gen.  Wafh- 
ington,  dated  the  1 8th  of  December,  and  the  enclofed  papers, 
brought  in  a  report  upon  that  part  w^hich  relates  to  James  Lovell, 
who  has  long  been,  and  ftill  is,  detained  a  clofe  prifoner  in  Bofton 
by  order  of  gen.  Howe,  which  being  taken  into  confideration,  was 
agreed  to,  and  is  as  follows, 

That  it  appears  to  your  Committee,  that  the  faid  Mr.  Lovell 
bath,  for  years  pail,  been  an  able  advocate  for  the  liberties  of  A- 
merica  and  mankind;  that  by  his  letter  to  gen.  Wgfhington,  which 
is  a  part  of  faid  enclofed  papers,  he  exhibits  fo  flriking  an  inftance 
of  difinterefted  patriotifm,  as  fbrongly  recommends  him  to  the 
particular  notice  of  this  Continent. 

Whereupon  Refohed,  That  Mr.  James  Lovell,  an  inhabitant  of 
Bofton,  now  held  a  clofe  prifoner  there,  by  order  of  gen.  Howe, 
has  difcovered  under  the  feverefl  trials  the  warmeft  attachment  to 
public  liberty,  and  an  inflexible  fidelity  to  his  country ;  that  by  his 
late  letter  to  gen.  Wafliington,  he  has  given  the  ftrongeft  evidence 
of  difinterefted  public  affedion,  in  refufing  to  liften  to  terms  offer- 
ed for  his  relief,  till  he  could  be  informed  by  his  countrymen  that 
they  were  compatible  with  their  fafety  and  honour. 

Refohed,  That  it  is  deeply  to  be  regretted  that  a  Britifh  gene- 
ral can  be  found  degenerate  enough  fo  ignominioufly  and  cruelly 
to  treat  a  citizen,  who  is  fo  eminently  virtuous. 

Refohedy  That  it  be  an  inftrudion  to  gen.  Wafhington  to  make 
an  offer  of  gov.  Skene  in  exchange  for  the  faid  Mr.  Lovell  and  his 
family. 

Refohedy  That  gen,  Wafhington  be  defired  to  embrace  the  firfl 
opportunity  which  may  offer,  of  giving  fome  office  to  Mr.  Lovell 
equal  to  his  abilities,  and  which  the  public  fervice  may  require. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  refolutions  be  tranfmitted 
to  the  general  as  fpeedily  as  poffible, 

Refohedy  That  the  prefident  write  to  gen.  Wafhington,  and  de* 
fire  him  to  inform  Congrefs  what  rank  the  aids  de-camp  of  the  gene- 
ral 
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ral  officers  {hoiild  have  in  the  army  of  the  United  Colonies. 

The  Committee  of  claims  reported,  that  there  is  due  to  Adam 
Fifher,  forexpences  attending  his  conducing  Conolly  and  Cameron 
from  Frederic,  in  Maryland,  to  Philadelphia,  and  his  charges  back 
again  for  hlmfelf  and  the  men,  the  fum  of  156  dollars. 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  paid. 

The  Congrefs  having  conferred  with  the  gentlemen  fent  by  the 
Convention  of  New- York,  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  report 
of  the  Committee  on  the  ftate  of  that  colony,  and  the  fame  was  a- 
greed  to. 

Whereupon,  Refohed,  That  no  farther  fortifications  be  erected 
at  Mai  tier's  Rock,  on  Hudfons  river,  and  that  a  point  of  land  at 
Puplopen's  kill,  on  the  faid  river,  be,  without  delay,  effedually 
fortified. 

Refolvedt  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Convention,  or  in  their 
recefs  to  the  Committee  of  Safety,  of  New- York,  to  carry  into  ex- 
ecution the  above  refolution. 

Refohedy  That  the  delegates  of  New-Jerfey  and  Connefticut  be 
directed  to  take  the  necefiary  fteps  for  carrying  into  execution  the 
refolutions  of  Congrefs  pafled on  Wedneiday  laft,  refpefting  the  in- 
habitants of  Queens  county. 

A  memorial  from  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Newport  was 
prefented  to  Congrefs,  and  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  referred  for  confideration  till  to-mor- 
row. 

Refolved,  That  Mr.  Paine  be  added  to  the  Committee  on  general 
Schuyler's  letters. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Saturday,  January  6,  1776. 

Information  being  given  to  Congrefs  that  a  quantity  of  powder 
was  arrived  at  Great-Egg-Harbour;  of  which  a  part  was  addrefled 
to  Congrrfs  by  Mr.  Parlous,  a  part  configned  to  Mr.  Webfter  of 
Philadelphia,  and  a  part  to  another  gentleman  in  faid  city. 

Refolved,  That  the  fecret  Committee  be  directed  to  get  the  pow- 
der addreffedto  Congrefs  removed  to  Philadelphia,  and  to  purchafe, 
for  the  ufe  of  the  United  Colonies  the  other  parcels  of  powder. 

Rejolved,  That  one  ton  of  the  powder  arrived  be  delivered  to  the 
Committee  for  fitting  out  armed  vefTels,  for  the  ufe  of  faid  armed 
vefTels. 

A  letter  from  the  Committee  of  Lancaftcr,  dated  the  3d  of  Ja- 
nuary, was  received,  and  read. 

Alfo  a  letter  from  an  officer  in  Lifbon,  dated  the  23d  of  O6I0- 
ber  laft. 

,  Refolved,  That  thefe  letters,  as  well  as  the  laft  received  from 
Lancafter  and  thofe  formerly  received  from  Lifbon,  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  correfpondence. 

The 
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The  Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  memorial  from 
the  inhabitants  of  Newport,  and  the  papers  accompanying  it;  and 
thereupon  came  to  the  following  reiolution, 

Refolvedy  That  the  faid  memorial  be  referred  to  the  confideration 
of  the  General  Affembly  of  the  colony  of  Rhode-Ifland. 

The  Committee  to  whom  it  was  referred  to  confider  how  the 
fhare  of  prizes,  allotted  to  the  captors,  ought  to  be  divided  between 
the  of&cers  and  men,  brought  in  their  report,  which  being  taken 
tnto  confideration,  was  agreed  to  as  follows. 

Refolvedy  That  the  commander  in  chief  have  one-twentieth  part 
of  the  faid  allotted  prize-money  taken  by  any  (hip  or  fliips,  armed 
^effel  or  vefiels,  under  his  orders  and  command. 

That  the  captain  of  any  fmgle  (hip  or  armed  velfel,  have  two 
twentieth  parts  for  his  fhare,  but  if  more  Ihips  or  armed  veffels  be 
in  company  when  a  prize  is  taken,  then  the  two  twentieth  parts  to 
be  divided  amongft  all  the  faid  captains. 

That  the  captains  of  marines,  lieutenants  of  the  fhips  or  armed 
vefiels,  and  mafters  thereof  fhare  together,  and  have  three-twen- 
tieth parts  divided  among  them  equally  or  all  prizes  taken  when 
they  are  in  company. 

That  the  lieutenants  of  marines,  furgeons,  chaplains,  purfers, 
boatfwains,  gunners,  carpenters,  the  mafters  mates  and  the  fecre- 
tary  of  the  fleet  fhare  together,  and  have  two  twentieth  parts  and 
one  half  of  a  twentieth  part  divided  among  them,  equally  of  all 
prizes  taken  when  they  are  in  company. 

That  the  following  petty  warrant  and  petty  officers  viz.  (allow*- 
inp"  for  each  fhip  fix  raidfhipmen,  for  each  brig  four  midfliipmen, 
and  each  floop  two  midfhipmen,  one  captain's  clerk,  one  furgeon's 
mate,  one  fteward,  one  failmaker,  one  cooper,  one  armorer,  two 
boatfwain's  mates,  two  gunners  mates,  two  carpenters  mates,  one 
cook,  one  cockfwain,  two  fergeants  of  marines  for  each  fhip,  and 
one  fergeant  for  each  brig  and  floop)  have  three-twentieth  parts  di- 
vided among  them  equally,  and  when  a  prize  is  taken  by  any  fhip 
or  veffel  on  board  or  in  company  of  which  the  commander  in  chief 
is,  .then  the  commander  in  chiefs  cook  or  cockfwain  to  be  added  to 
this  allottment,  and  have  their  (hares  with  thefe  laft  mentioned. 

That  the  remaining  eight-twentieth  parts  and  one  half  of  the 
twentieth  part,  be  divided  among  the  reft  of  the  fhip  or  fhips  com- 
panies, as  it  may  happen,  fhare  and  fhare  alike. 

That  no  officer  or  man  have  any  fhare  but  fucli  as  are  aftually 
on  board  their  feveral  veffels  when  any  prize  or  prizes  are  taken, 
excepting^  only  fuch  a?  may  have  been  ordered  on  board  any  other 
prizes  before  taken, or  fentaway  by  his  or  their  commanding  officers. 
The  Committee  on  gen.  Schuyler's  letters,  &c.  brought  in  a  far- 
ther report  which  was  read. 

Refolvedy  That  the  confideration  thereof  be  poftponed  to  Mon- 
day nest. 
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A  letter  from  gen.  Schuyler,  dated  the  3Cth  of  December,  en- 
clofing  copies  of  letters  from  gen.  Montgomery  and  gen.  Woof- 
ter  being  received,  was  read. 

Adjourned  to  Monday  next,  at  ten  o'clock. 

Monday,  January  8/   1776. 

A  letter  from  general  Schuyler,  dated  the  26th  of  December, 
cnclofing  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  general  Montgomery,  dated  De- 
cember 5th,  and  a  lift  of  the  ordinance  fent  to  Cambridge,  alfo  a 
letter  from   Baltimore,  encloling   an   affidavit   of  captain   Horn, 
being  received,  vi^ere  read. 

The  Congrefs  taking  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  Com-' 
mittee  on  general  Schuyler's  letters,  thereupon  came  to  the  follow- 
ing refolutions, 

Refohed^  That  fhipwrights  be  immediately  fent  from  New- 
York  and  Philadelphia  to  general  Schuyler,  or  the  commanaer  in 
chief  of  the  forces  at  Ticonderoga,  to  be  employed  by  him  in 
conilrufting  a  number  of  batteaus,  not  exceeding  one  hundred, 
for  tranfporting  troops  with  their  baggage  from  that  place  into 
Canada,  whenever  it  may  be  found  neceffary. 

That  a  fufficient  number  offuitable  men  be  engaged  for  rowing 
fald  batteaus  ;  and  that  a  large  quantity  of  provifions  and  ftores 
be  fent  this  winter  to  fort  George. 

That  general. Schuyler  be  defired  to  have  the  river  St.  Law- 
rence, above  and  below  Quebec,  well  explored,  and  to  determine 
upon  proper  places  for  oppofmg  by  armed  boats,  or  otherwife,  a- 
ny  attempts  of  the  enemy  to  penetrate  that  country  by  the  river; 
and  that  he  give  order  for  conftru6:ing  fpeedily  as  many  fuch 
boats  as  he  fhall  judge  neceffary. 

That  two  (hipwrighto  be  immediately  fent  from  Philadelphia  to 
be  employed  under  the  direction  of  the  Committee  of  Infpeftion 
at  Albany,  in  conftru6ling  fcows  for  facilitating  the  paffage  over 
Hud  Ton's  river. 

Refolvedf  That  the  provifion  heretofore  made  for  an  hofpital 
in  the  northern  army  when  it  was  more  numerous  than  it  is  now.  Is 
fufhcient. 

Refolvedy  That  the  Convention  of  New-York  be  defired  to  fend 
three  thoufand  bufliels  of  fait,  beiides  what  general  Schuyler  hath 
already  ordered  to  be  brought  to  Ticonderoga. 

Refohed,  That  the  governor  of  Conne6licut,  the  generalaffem- 
blies  of  Maffachufetts-Bay  and  New-Hampfliire  and  the  conven- 
tion of  New- York,  be  written  to  forthwith,  by  the  delegates  of 
the  faid  colonies  refpedtively,  to  furnifh  general  Schuyler  with  the 
account  of  money  paid  to  any  pcrfons  in  the  army  under  his  com- 
mand, fpecifying  the  names  of  thofe  to  whom  the  money  was  paid 
by  their  order. 

Rsfohcd^  That  the  contrad  made  by  general  Schuyler  to  allow 

gne 
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one  twelfth  part  of  a  dollar  per  day,  for  billeting  money  to  every- 
one of  the  men,  who  re-inliflin  the  northern  army,  until  they  can 
march  to  the  place,  where  provifions  may  be  delivered  to  them,  be 
made  good. 

Rejohed^  That  the  officers  of  the  northern  army  be  accountable 
for  fuch  public  ilores  iffued  to  them,  as  may  be  loft  through  care- 
leffncfs  by  their  refpedlive  corps,  and  that  the  value  thereof  be  de- 
duced out  of  the  pay  of  thofe  who  have  embezzled  or  wafted  the 
fame. 

Refolved,  That  this  Congrefs  does  approve  of  the  raifmg  a  bat- 
talion of  Canadians  and  of  the  appoihtment  of  James  Livingfton, 
Efq;  colonel  thereof, 

Rejohed,  That  nine  battalions,  including  that  of  Canadians  un- 
der colonel  Livingfton,  be  kept  up  and  maintained  the  prefent 
year  for  the  defence  of  Canada. 

R.efGhed,  That  the  firft  Pennfylvania  battalion  under  colonel 
Bull,  and  the  fecond  New-Jerfey  battalion  under  colonel  Maxwell, 
be  ordered  to  march  immediately  to  Albany,  and  there  put  them- 
felves  under  the  command  of  general  Schuyler,  and  that  the  orders 
given  for  the  march  of  three  companies  of  colonel  Bull's  battalion 
to  Accamack  and  Northampton  be  countermanded. 

And  to  make  up  the  reft  of  the  battalions  voted  for  the  defence 
of  Canada,  that  one  battalion  be  raifed  in  New-Hampfhire,  one 
in  Connecticut  and  one  in  New- York  ;  that  two  battalions  be 
formed  out  of  the  troops  now  in  Canada,  and  that  genei-al  Mont- 
gomery be  defired  to  recommend  proper  perfons  for  officers  in  faid 
battalions  ;  and  that  one  of  the  five  battalions  lately  ordered  to  be 
raifed  in  Pennfylvania,  be  deftined  for  Canada. 

Refolved,  That  a  Committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  devife 
ways  and  means  for  furnlftiing  the  battalions  deftined  for  Canada, 
with  provifions,  and  for  expediting  their  march. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Floyd,  Mr.  Deane  and  Mr. 
M'Kean. 

Refohedy  That  the  farther  confideration  of  the  report  be  defer- 
red till  to-morrow. 

Information  being  given  to  Congrefs  that  about  fifty-feven  tons 
of  falt-petre  were  arrived  at  Philadelphia  and  about  fifteen  tons  of 
powder  at  New-York  for  fale. 

Refolved,  That  the  fecret  committee  be  directed  to  treat  for  the 
purchafe  of  the  falt-petre  and  enquire  how  it  may  be  moft  fpeedl- 
ly  manufactured  into  powder  and  report  to  Congrefs. 

That  Mr.  P.  Livingfton,  Mr.  Alfop,  Mr.  Jay  and  Mr.  Lewis 
be  direded  to  purchafe,  on  the  beft  terms  they  can,  for  the  ufe  of 
the  United  Colonies,  the  powder  arrived  at  New-York,  and  for- 
ward the  fame  with  all  poffible  expedition,  under  a  guard  to  the 
camp  at  Cambridge. 

Refolvedt  That  the  Convention  or  Committee  of  Safety  of  Ma- 
ryland 
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ryland  be  requeued  to  order  three  companies  of  the  minutc-mcn  in 
the  fcrvice  of  that  colony  to  march  immediately  from  thence  to  the 
counties  of  Accamack  and  Northampton,  in  Virginia,  inftead  of 
the  forces  that  were  direfted  to  go  thither  from  Pennfylvania,  and 
to  lay  before  Congrefs  the  accounts  of  their  fubfillance  and  pay, 
which  ihall  be  paid  out  of  the  Continental  treafury. 

Refolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  Pennfylvania  be  dc- 
lircd  to  fend  five  hundred  pounds  weight  of  powder  to  the  colony 
of  Virginia  for  the  uie  of  the  forces  to  be  employed  in  the  counties 
of  Accamack  and  Northampton. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Tuesday,  January  9,  1776. 

A  letter  from  Mr.  M.  Tilghman,  with  fundry  papers  inclofed, 
alfo  fome  difpatches  from  governor  Franklin,  and  a  letter  from 
C.  Skinner,  which  were  intercepted,  were  laid  before  Congrefs, 
and  read. 

Refohed^  That  a  letter  be  written  to  Mr.  Tilghman,  informing- 
him  that  the  Hornet  and  Wafp  are  under  orders  to  fail  to  the  capes^ 
of  Delaware,  and  that  fuch  velTelo,  as  are  ready  to  fail,  may  take 
the  benefit  of  that  convoy. 

That  the  Committee  for  fitting  out  armed  vefTels  be  directed  to 
give  orders  to  the  captains  of  the  Hornet  and  Wafp  to  take  under 
their  convoy  fuch  veffels  as  are  ready  to  fail. 

The  Committee  of  Claims  reported  that  there  is  due. 

To  Michael  Con  oily,  for  expences  in  conducing  captain  John 
Livingiton  and  lieutenant  Anllruther  from  Kingfcoa  to  Lancaller, 
the  fum  of  250  dollars. 

To  Richard   Butler,  for  necefTaries  furniflied  to  five   Indians, 
the  fum  of  49.3  dollars. 
To  Jofeph  Copperthwaite,  the  fum  of  419.6  dollars,  for  expencea 

in  coiidudling  caili  to  Cambridge. 

Ordered,  That  the  above  be  paid. 

Rejblvedy  That  a  Committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  enquire 
into  the  conduct  of  the  officers  who  are  prifoners,  and  the  manner 
in  which  they  are  at  prefent  fubfifted,  and  report  thereon. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr,  V/.  Livingfton,  Mr.  Dyer,  and 
Mr.  Floyd. 

Ordered,  That  a  certified  copy  of  the  intercepted  letter  of  Mr. 
Cortland  Skinner  be  fcnt  to  the  Committee  of  Safety  for  New- 
Jerfey. 

That  orders  be  fent  to  lord  Stirling  to  take  with  him  a  fuffi- 
cient  force,  and  immediately  apprehend  and  keep  in  fafe  cuftody 
the  faid  Cortland  Skinner,  of  Amboy,  till  further  oi-ders  from 
this  Conirrcjfs. 

Thut 
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That  he  carry  faid  Cortland  Skinner  before  the  Committee  of 
Safety  of  the  colony  of  New-Jerfey  for  examination. 

That  the  faid  Committee  be  defired  to  tranfmit  his  examination 
to  Congrefs. 

Refolved,  That  the  militia  raifed  in  the  counties  of  Orange  and 
Ulller,  in  the  colony  of  New- York,  by  order  of  the  Congrefs, 
for  the  fupport  of  the  fort  lately  erected  on  Hudfon's  river,  be 
difcharged,  except  thofe  ftationed  in  the  fort,  who  fliall  alfo  be 
difcharged  whenever  other  troops  arrive  there  to  fupply  their 
places ;  and  that  it  be  recommended  to  the  Committee  of  Safety 
of  faid  colony  to  fee  that  this  refolve  be  carried  into  execution. 

Refohed,  That  500,000  dollars  be  fent  to  the  pay-mailer  gene- 
ral for  the  ufe  of  the  army  in  the  Maflachufetts-Bay. 

That  the  Delegates  of  Pennfylvania  be  dire6i:ed  to  count  and 
forward  the  fame  with  all  convenient  fpeed  under  a  guard  of  an 
officer  and  two  men. 

The  Congrefs  refuming  the  confideration  of  the  report  of  the 
Committee  on  general  Schuyler's  letters,  &c.  thereupon  came  to 
the  following  refolutions, 

Refolvedy  That  colonel  V.  Schaick,  lieutenant  colonel  Yates, 
and  major  Ganfevoort  be  continued  in  the  fervice  of  the  United 
Colonies,  and  that  they  take  the  command  of  the  battalion  to  be 
levied  in  the  colony  of  New-York. 

That  captain  Lamb  be  appointed  commander  of  the  artillery  in 
the  northern  department  with  the  rank  of  major,  and  that  he  be 
allowed  50  dollars  per  month  from  the  firft  day  of  the  prefent 
month,  as  a  reward  for  his  activity  andfpirited  condud  in  the  lafl: 
campaign. 

That  no  poftage  be  paid  for  any  letters  to  or  from  private  fol- 
diers,  while  engaged  in  actual  fervice  in  the  defence  of  the  United 
Colonies  ;  and  that  fuch  letters  be  franked  by  fome  perfon  autho- 
rized for  that  purpofe,  by  the  commanding  officer  of  the  depart- 
ment. 

That  a  letter  be  written  to  general  Schuyler  by  the  Prefident, 
informing  him,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  Congrefs,  he  fhould  pro- 
ceed to  have  the  conduft  of  lieutenant  Halfey  enquired  into  by  a 
court-martial,  giving  him  previous  notice  to  appear  in  his  own  de- 
fence, and  that  fuch  fentence  fhould  be  paifed  on  him,  as  fuch 
court  martial  (hall  think  juft,  and  if  the  faid  lieutenant  Halfey 
(hall  decline  to  fubmit  his  conduct  to  fuch  examination  and  fen- 
tence, that  then  all  arrears  of  pay  due  to  him  be  flopped;  to  ena- 
ble him  to  give  difcharges  to  fuch  officers  as  have  quitted  the  fer- 
vice ;  to  afTure  him  that  we  have  great  confidence  in  his  attention 
to  the  public  interefl,  and  rely  that  he  will  give  to  the  proper  offi- 
cers in  his  department  fuch  orders,  as^  will  procure  indemnifica- 
ition  to  the  public  for  any  embezzlement  or  waHe  of  its  flores,  or 
monies  ;  to  empower  him  to  remit  to  fuch  of  the  troops  raifed  in 
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the  colony  of  New-York,  as  may  rc-Inlill,  any  right  we  may  have 
to  flop  wages  for  under  cloaths  delivered  to  them ;  to  deiirc  he 
will  communicate  to  Mr.  Price  the  fenfe  this  Congrefs  have  of  his 
friendly  offices  to  general  Montgomery,  in  favour  of  the  Ameri- 
can caufe,  to  return  him  our  thanks  for  the  fame,  and  affure  him 
immediate  meafures  (hall  be  taken  for  replacing  the  monies  he  has 
advanced  ;  to  notify  to  colonel  Eafton  our  approbation  c^f  his  late 
fervices,  and  that  we  fhail  retain  in  our  minds  a  juil  fenfe  of  them. 

That  general  Schuyler  be  directed  to  appoint  Mr.  John  M'Pher- 
fon  a  major  in  one  of  the  battalions  ordered  to  be  raifed  out  of  the 
troops  in  Canada. 

That  a  condu6lor  of  artillery,  a  fuperintendant  of  the  arras,  a 
barrack-mafter,  and  ftore-keeper  be  appointed  to  the  northern 
army,  and  that  general  Schuyler  be  defired  to  recommend  proper 
perfons  to  Congrefs  forthofe  oiiices. 

That  the  deputy  pay-mafter  general  have  liberty  to  appoint  un- 
der him  two  affiilant  pay-mailers,  who  fnall  each  rceive  26|  dol- 
lars per  month,  for  their  trouble  and  fervices. 

That  all  the  officers  and  foldiers  in  the  northern  department  be 
paid  in  perfon  by  the  deputy  pay-mailer  general,  or  the  affiflants 
to  be  appointed  by  him  in  confequence  of  the  foregoing  refolve. 

That  a  communication  be  forthwith  opened  between  Skenesbo- 
rough  and  fort  Ann,  and  that  Woodcreek  be  cleared  for  that  pur- 
pofe. 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Committee  of  fafcty  of  the  pro- 
vince of  New-York  to  appoint  proper  perfons  to  enquire  into  the 
propriety  and  pra6licability  of  obflrudting  or  leiTening  the  depth 
of  v/ater  in  the  Narrows,  or  in  any  other  place  at  the  entrance  of 
New-York,  or  of  any  way  of  fortifying  thatpafs,  fo  as  to  prevent 
the  entrance  of  the  enemy  ;  and  alfo  to  enquire  whether  the  depth 
of  water  in  Hudfon's  river,  below  the  battery,  may  not  eafily  be 
lefTened,  fo  as  to  prevent  large  flilps  paffing  up,  and  to  make  an  ef- 
timate  of  the  expence,  and  report  their  proceedings  in  the  premif- 
fes  immediately  to  Congrefs. 

That  to-morrow  be  affigned  for  the  choice  of  two  brigadier  ge- 
nerals, viz.  one  for  the  army  in  Mafiachufetts-Bay,  and  the  other 
for  the  army  in  the  northern  department. 

Adjourned  to  iten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

V/ednesday,  January  to,  1776. 

A  letter  from  Rachel  Stelle,  with  an  account  for  the  fubfiftencc 
of  officers,  was  laid  before  Congrefs. 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  con- 
du6l  of  officers,  &:c. 

Refolved,  That  the  comraiffioners  for  Indian  affairs  in  the  north- 
ern department  be  direfted  to  pay  the  rev.  Mr.  Wheelock  500  dol- 
lars, agreeable  tg  a  refolution  of  Congrefs  paffed  the  12th  day  of 
Tulvlait.  The 
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The  committee  appointed  to  devife  ways  and  means  for  facilitat- 
ing the  march  of  the  battalions  deftined  for  Canada,  brought  in 
their  report,  which  was  read,  and  the  Congrefs  therewith  concur- 
ring, 

Refohedy  That  three  firll  lieutenants,  eight  fecond  lieutenants, 
one  enfign,  and  a  quarter-mr.fler,  be  appointed  to  fupply  the  vacan- 
cies  in  colonel  Bull's  battalion. 

That  for  the  faid  battalion  there  be  provided  688  caps,  688 
pair  of  mittens,  688  pair  of  llockings,  688  pair  of  leggings,  688 
pair  of  fhoes,  688  haverfacks,  688  flings  for  firelocks,  i2oo(hirts, 
688  waiftcots,  500  pair  of  breeches,  300  blankets,  64  pitching 
axes,  and  9  baggage  waggons. 

That  for  colonel  Maxwell's  battalion  there  be  provided  688  ha- 
verfacks,  688  cartouch  boxes,  and  crofs  belts,  683  tomahawks, 
64  pitching  axes,  and  9  baggage  waggons. 

That  both  battalions  be  paid  up  to  the  firft  day  of  February 
next. 

That  the  battalions  march  by  companies,  and  that  the  compa- 
nies follow  each  other  at  the  diftance  of  one  day's  march;  that  the 
quarter-mafters  and  commiffaries  precede  their  refpeftive  battalions 
a  few  days,  in  order  to  provide  lodgings  and  provifions  on  the 
road. 

That  the  colonels  be  allowed  fix  rations. 

Lieutenant-colonels,  five  ditto. 

Majors,  4  ditto. 

Captains,  3  ditto. 

Subaltern  and  ftaff  officers,  two  ditto, 
or  money  in  lieu  thereof. 

That  It  be  recommended  to  the  Committee  of  fafety  of  Penn- 
fylvania  to  fupply  colonel  Bull's  battalion  with  the  foregoing  ar- 
ticles, or  fuch  of  them  as  they  have  not  already  provided  them 
with,  agreeable  to  former  refolutions  of  Congrefs  ;  and  that  all  the 
articles  furniflied  the  men,  more  than  thofe  allowed  in  lieu  of  boun- 
ty, be  deducted  out  of  their  pay. 

That  Thomas  Lowry  be  directed  to  provide  the  articles  for  col- 
Maxwell's  battalion,  and  that  all  the  articles  furniflied  the  men, 
more  than  thofe  allowed  in  lieu  of  bounty,  be  deducted  out  of 
their  pay. 

Refolvedy  That  an  order  be  drawn  on  the  treafurers  in  favour  of 
Thomas  Lowry,  for  the  fum  of  35,000  dollars,  for  the  ufe  of  the 
battalions  raifed  in  New-Jerfey,  he  to  be  accountable  for  the  fame. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Congrefs  proceeded  to 
the  eleilion  of  two  brigadier  generals,  and  the  ballots  being  taken 
and  examined,  Jofeph  Fry,  Efq.  was  elected  for  the  array  in  the 
MaiTachufett'sBay,  Benedid  Arnold,  Efq.  for  the  army  in  the 
northern  department. 

The  Committee  of  fafety  for  Pennfylvania,  having  recommend- 
ed 
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ed  a  number  of  perfons  for  field  officers  to  the  fixth  battalion  order- 
ed to  be  raifed  in  faid  colony,  the  Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  elec- 
tion, and  the  ballots  being  taken  and  examined, 

William  Irwine,  Efq.  was  elected  colonel, 

Thomas  Hartley,  Efq.  lieutenant-colonel, 

James  Dunlap,  Efq.   major. 

Rbfoivedi  That  another  battalion  be  raifed  in  New-Jerfey,  on 
the  ^  -me  ■  erins  as  the  other  two  raifed  in  the  faid  colony. 

Rel'ved,  That  the  pay  of  the  troops  ferving  in  and  deftined  for 
Canada,  be  the  fame  as  that  of  the  army  at  Cambridge  ;  and  that 
this  pay  commence  to  the  Pennfylvania  and  New-Jerfey  battalions, 
from  the  time  they  fet  out  on  their  march  to  Canada. 

The  Congrefs  confidering  the  great  dillance  from  colonel  Heard 
■to  colonel  Waterbiiry,  the  difficulty  of  co-operating  with  each 
other  in  their  expedition  into  Queen's  county,  thereupon, 

Refohed,  That  lord  Stirling  be  defired  to  furnifh  colonel  Heard 
with  three  companies  under  his  command,  who  are  to  jbin  colonel 
Heard  with  the  minute-men  by  him  raifed,  and  proceed  as  foon  as 
may  be  on  the  expedition  into  Queen's  county,  for  which  colonel 
Heard  and  colonel  Waterbury  were  appointed,  and  that  colonel 
Heard  be  defired  to  fend  immediately  an  exprefs  to  colonel  Water- 
bury  with  a  copy  of  this  refolution,  and  inform  him  that  his  fervice 
will  not  be  required  on  this  occafion. 

Refolved,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  take  into 
confideration  the  Hate  of  thefe  Colc^nies,  and  report  as  foon  as 
poffible  what  number  of  forces  in  their  opinion  will  be  neceffary 
for  the  defence  of  the  fame. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  Lynch,  Mr.  Hooper, 
Mr.  E.  Rutledge,  and  Mr.  Wrlfon. 

Refohed,  That  the  colony  of  North-Carolina  be  fuppHed  with 
one  ton  of  powder  by  the  Secret  Committee. 

The  Committee  of  claims  reported  that  there  is  due, 

To  the  Committee  of  the  upper  diilrift  of  Frederic  county, 
Maryland,  the  fum  of  800.  i  dollars,  to  be  paid  to  Daniel  Hefter; 
of  which  571  dollars  to  be  charged  to  captain  Creflbp's  company, 
771  dollars  to  captain  Price's  company,  and  the  remainder  to  the 
Continent. 

To  Furman  and  Hunt,  for  provifions,  &c.  furnifhed  to  prifoners, 
the  fum  of  178.2  dollars. 

To  William  Shad,  for  attendance  as  meffenger  to  the  4th  of 
December,  1775,  the  fum  of  52  dollars. 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Thursday,  January  11,   1776. 
Refolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Convention  or  Commit- 
tee of  fafety  of  New-York^  to  endeavour  to  obtain  a  releafe  of 

lieutenant 
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lieutenant  .  .  Tiley,  of  brigadier  Woofter's  regiment,  now- 
confined  on  board  the  Alia  man  of  war,  by  exchanging  for  him  aa 
officer  of  the  fame  rank  of  the  Britifli  troops  in  our  cultody. 

Refolvedy  That  a  Committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  prepare 
inflru6lions  to  the  officers  in  the  recruiting  fervice. 

The  members  chofen^Mr.  Wilfon,  Mr.  Dyer,  and  Mr.  Harrifon, 

The  Congrefs  taking  into  coniideratjon  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  bills  of  credit,  emitted  by  this  Congrefs,  thereupon 
came  to  the  following  refolution. 

Whereas  it  appears  to  this  Congrefs  that  feveral  evil  difpofed 
perfoDs,  in  order  to  obftru6l  and  defeat  the  efforts  of  the  United 
Colonies,  in  defence  of  their  juil  rights,  have  attempted  to  depre- 
ciate the  bills  of  credit  emitted  by  the  authority  of  this  Congrefs, 

Refohed,  therefore.  That  if  any  perfon  fhall  hereafter  be  fo  loft 
to  all  virtue  and  regard  for  his  country,  as  to  refufe  to  receive  faid 
bills  inpayment,  or  obftrucft  and  difcourage  the  currency  or  cir- 
culation thereof,  and  fhall  be  duly  convifted  by  the  Committee  of 
the  city,  county,  or  diflrift,  or  in  cafe  of  appeal  from  their  deci- 
iion,  by  the  Afiembly,  Convention,  Council  or  Committee  of  fafe- 
ty  of  the  colony  where  he  fhall  reiide,  fuch  perfon  ihall  be  deemed, 
publifhed,  and  treated  as  an  enemy  of  his  country,  and  precluded 
from  all  trade  or  intercourfe  with  the  inhabitants  of  thefe  colonies. 

Ordered,  That  the  foregoing  refolve  be  immediately  publifhed. 

Refolvedy  That  an  order  be  drawn  on  the  treafurers,  in  favour 
of  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  Pennfylvania,  for  the  fum  of  6000 
dollars,  for  the  ufe  of  the  firfl  Pennfylvania  battalion,  the  faid 
Committee  to  be  accountable  for  the  fame. 

A  reprefentation  of  the  field  officers  of  the  Pennfylvania  battali- 
ons, fetting  forth  the  inconveniencies  that  will  arife  from  the  bat- 
talions confiding  of  feyen  battalion-compani-es,  was  prefented  to 
Congrefs  and  read. 

Ordered f  That  .the  fame  be  referred  for  confideration  till  to- 
morrow. 

Adjourned  to  ten  .o'clock  ;to-raorrow. 

Friday,  January  12,   lyj^- 

The  Committee  of  claims  reported  that  there  is  due. 

To  Henry  Dewfon,  for  provifions  to  captain  Rofs's  company, 
the  fum  of  27.5  dollars. 

From  Turbett  Francis,  Efq.  one  of  the  commifTioners  for  In?- 
dian  affairs  in  the  northern  department,  a  ballance  in  his  hands  a- 
mounting  to  194  dollars. 

To  Volkert  P.  Douw,  another  of  the  commiffioners  of  faid  der 
partment,  expences  attending  the  treaty  at  Albany,  a  ballance 
amounting  to  217 1.9  dollars,  and  that  there  will  remain  in  his 
hands  two  matraffes,  about  fifteen  gallons  of  wine,  fome  fpirits, 
and  fome  boards,  belonging  to  the  colonies. 

Ordered^ 
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Ordered^  That  the  fums  due  to  Henry  Dewfon,  and  Volkert 
P.  Douw,  Efq.  be  paid  ;  the  latter  through  the  hands  of  James 
Duane,  Efq. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  enquire  into  the  condu6l  of  the 
officers  who  are  prifoners,  and  the  manner  in  which  they  are  at 
prefent  fubfifted,  brought  in  their  report,  which  was  agreed  to, 
as  follows : 

Refolved,  That  the  conduct  of  the  officers  at  Trenton,  though 
in  other  refpefts  unexceptionable,  is,  as  to  their  manner  of  living, 
exceedingly  extravagant,  they  being  boarded  at  taverns,  and  the 
innkeepers  fupplying  them  in  a  luxurious  manner,  on  the  credit 
of  the  Continent. 

That  the  Congrefs  will,  for  the  future,  allow  2  dollars  per 
week  for  the  board  and  lodgings  of  officers,  who  are  prifoners 
(for  which  fum  they  may  have  decent  lodgings)  to  be  repaid  by 
the  officers  before  they  are  releafed  from  their  captivity. 

That  the  accounts  of  the  feveral  innkeepers  againfl:  the  officers 
be  paid  by  the  Continent,  which  are  alfo  to  be  repaid  by  the  faid 
officers  before  their  difcharge. 

That  no  tavern  keeper  fupply  the  faid  officers  for  the  future  on 
the  credit  of  the  Continent. 

That  the  officers  now  at  Trenton  be  directed  to  remove  to  fomc 
other  place  at  a  proper  diftance  from  the  public  poft-road. 

That  the  officers  at  Trenton  have  liberty  to  chufe  the  places  of 
their  refidence,  the  choice  being  made  confiftent  with  former  re- 
folutlons  of  Congrefs. 

That  a  copy  of  the  above  refolutlons,  together  with  a  copy  of 
the  refolution  granting  officers  liberty  to  fell  bills  for  their  fubfif- 
tence,  be  tranfmitted  to  the  feveral  Committees,  where  officers 
who  are  prifoners  refide  ;  and  that  the  faid  Committees  be  dired- 
ed  to  apply  to  the  faid  officers  for  their  bills  to  difcharge  the 
debts  already  incurred,  and  alfo  to  inform  them,  it  is  expeded 
they  will  from  time  to  time  draw  for  their  future  fubfiftence. 

Ordered^  That  Rachel  Stille's  account  for  fubfiftence  of  officers 
to  the  4th  of  January,   1776,  amounting  to  423.6  dollars,  be  paid. 

The  Congrefs  refolved  itfelf  Into  a  Committee  of  the  whole,  to 
take  into  confideration  the  trade  of  the  United  Colonies,  and  af- 
ter fome  time,  the  Prefident  refumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Ward 
reported  that  the  Committee  had  taken  Into  confideration  the 
matter  to  them  referred,  but  not  having  come  to  a  conclufion, 
defired  leave  to  fit  again. 

Refolved^  That  this  Congrefs  v/Ill  to-morrow  refolve  Itfelf  into 
a  Committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  further  confideration  the 
trade  of  the  United  Colonies. 

A  memorial  from  the  field-officers  of  the  firft  Pennfylvania  bat- 
talion wasprefented  to  Congrefs. 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  referred  till  to-morrpw. 

The 
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The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed, 
Adjourned  till  ten  o'clock  to-morrow* 

Saturday,  January   13,   1776. 

A  letter  from  general  Wafhington,  dated  January  the  4th, 
1776  ;  alfo  a  letter  from  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  New-Ygrk, 
dated  January  the  3^,  being  received,  were  read. 

Refohed)  That  a  Committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  take  into 
confideration  the  letter  from  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  New- 
York,  arid  to  confer  with  Mr.   Romans,  and  report  to  Congrefs. 

I'he  members  chofen,  Mr.  Paine,  Mr.  Dyer, .  Mr.  Lynch, 
Mr.  Wythe,  and  Mr.  W.  Livingfton. 

The  Secret  Committee  having  made  report  refpe6ting  the  pur- 
chafe  of  the  falt-pe1;re  lately  imported, 

Refolvsdy  That  the  faid  Committee  be  directed  to  purchafe  the 
falt-petre  on  the  bell  terms  they  can,  and  have  it  manufadlured 
into  gunpowder  as  foon  as  poflible. 

Refolved,  That  the  Secret  Committee  be  direfled  to  fupply  co- 
lonel Heard  with  200  pounds  of  gun-powder,  to  enable  him  to 
carry  into  execution  the  orders  of  Congrefs. 

Refolved,  That  John  Morgan  be  promoted  to  the  rank  of  firft 
lieutenant  in  one  of  the  companies  of  colonel  Bull's  battalion. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

Monday,  Jannary  15,  1776. 
A  paragraph  of  a  letter  from  Peter  Timothy,  fecretary  to  the 
Provincial  Convention  and  Committee  of  Safety  of  South- 
Carolina,  dated  January  5th,  to  C.  Gadfon,  Efq;  v/as  read,  in- 
forming that  the  faid  Convention  have  refolved  to  continue  the  De- 
legates, and  have  conllituted  any  two  of  them  to  be  a  quorum  to 
reprefent  faid  colony. 

A  letter  from  general  Wafhington,  dated  the  3  iffc  of  December, 
1775,  with  fundry  papers  enclofed,  among  which  a  draught  of  capt, 
Matthews  on  the  treafury  of  Virginia,  for  £  100  lawful  money 
advanced  him  by  the  general ;  alfo  two  letters  from  lord  Stirling, 
dated  January  8th  and  i  ith,  and  a  letter  from  governor  Trumbull, 
with  three  papers  enclofed,  being  received,  were  read. 

Refolved^  That  the  letter  from  general  Wafhington  be  referred 
to  a  Committee  of  three. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Wythe,  Mr.  Adams,  and  Mr. 
Wilfon. 

That  the  letters  from  lord  Stirling  be  referred  to  a  Committee 
of  five. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  W.  Livingflon,  Mr.  M'Kean,  Mr. 
,  Floyd,  Mr.  Ward,  and  Mr.  Alexander. 

That  the  letter  from  governor  Trumbull,  with  the  enclofed  pa- 
pers, be  referred  to  the  Committee  appointed  to  confer  with  Mr. 
*  Romans.  A  letter 
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A  letter  from  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  New-York,  dated 
January  nth,    1776,  was  read. 

Refolvedy  That  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  ftate  of 
the  Colonies. 

Refolvedy  That  a  Committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  malie  an  ef- 
timate  of  the  number  of  cannon,  that  may  be  wanted  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  United  Colonies,  and  to  devife  ways  and  means  for 
procuring  them,  and  that  it  be  an  inftruAion  to  faid  Committee 
to  enquire  what  iized  cannon  can  be  cafl  in  thefe  Colonies. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Wifner,  Mr.  Hopkins,  Mr.  Ro- 
*yers,  Mr.  Allen,  and  Mr.  Paine. 

Refyhed,  That  no  bought  indented  fervants  be  employed  on 
board  the  fleet,  or  in  the  army  of  the  United  Colonies,  without 
the  confent  of  their  mafters. 

The  Committee  of  Claims  reported,  that  there  is  due, 

To  Jacob  Hiltzheimer,  for  exprefles,  the  fum  of  356.1  dollars. 

To  Jonathan  Trumbull,  jun.  for  his  expences  to  Philadelphia, 
and  returning  to  New-York  with  money,  the  fum  of  99.7  dollars. 

To  Thomas  Apty,  for  boarding  feveral  prifoners,  109.6  dol- 
lars. 

Ordered^  That  the  above  accounts  be  paid. 

Refolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Committee  of  Safety 
of  Pennfylvania  to  enquire  into  the  dbaraclers.  of  the  recruits  or 
privates  taken  on  board  the  Rebecca  and  Frances  tranfport,  and 
to  difrnifs  fuch  of  them  as  they  judge  may  with  fafety  to  the  Co- 
lonies be  discharged. 

The  Congrefs  refolved  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole,'  to 
take  into  confideration  the  Hate  of  the  trade  of  the  United  Colo- 
nies ;  and,  after  fome  time,  the  Prefident  refumed  the  chair,  and 
Mr.  Ward  reported,  that  the  Committee  had  taken  into  their 
farther  conhderatioh  the  matter  to  them  referred,  but  that  not 
having  come  to  a  conclufion,  they  defired  him  to  move  for  leave  to 
fit  again. 

Refolved,  That  this  Congrefs  will,  on  Friday  next,  refolve  it- 
felf into  a  Committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  farther  confide- 
ration the  trade  of  the  United  Colonies* 

Refohed,  That  captain  Matthew's  draft  on  the  treafury  of  Vir- 
o-inia  be  delivered  to  the  Delegates  of  that  colony  ;  and  that  they 
be  defired  to  receive  the  money,  and  pay  the  fame  to  the  Conti- 
nental  trcafurers. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Tuesday,  January   16,   1776. 
The  colony   of  Connedticut  having  appointed  new  Delegates, 
the  fame  attending,  produced  the  credentials  of  their  appointment, 
which  were  read,  as  follows, 

"  At 


Jan  u  a  ry,  1776.  25 

"  At  a  general  Ajjhnhly  of  the  governor  and  company  of  the  Eng- 
lifj?  colojiv  of  GomieUicut,  in  Neiv-Englandy  in  America,  holden 
at  Ne'w- Haven,  in  fa  id  colony,  on  the  fecond  Thurfday  of  OSIober^ 
Anno  Do7?iini  1775. 

^«  Refohed,  by  this  Aflembly,  That  Roger  Sherman,  Oliver 
Wolcott,  Samuel  Huntington,  Titus  Hofmer,  and  William  Wil- 
liams, Efqrs.  be,  and  they  are  hereby  appointed  Delegates  to 
reprefent  this  colony  at  the  General  Congrefs  of  the  United  Colo- 
nies in  America  for  the  year  enfning,  and  until  new  be  chofen, 
that  is  to  fay,  the  faid  Roger  Sherman^  Oliver  Wolcott,  and  Sa- 
muel Huntington,  Efqrs.  do  attend  faid  Congrefs,  and  on  the 
failure  of  either  of  the  faid  gentlemen,  by  ficknefs,  or  otherwife, 
then  the  faid  Titus  Hofmer,  or  William  Williams,  Efqrs,  are  to 
fupply  the  place  or  places  of  any  or  either  of  the  faid  three  gen- 
tlemen firft  named,  in  fuch  manner,  that  three  of  faid  Delegates^ 
and  three  only,  do  attend  faid  Congrefs  at  any  one  time  ;  and  the 
faid  three  Delegates,  or  any  or  either  of  them,  who  (hall  be  prefent 
in  faid  Congrefs,  are  hereby  fully  authorifed  and  impowered  to  re- 
prefent this  colony  in  faid  Congrefs,  to  confult,  advife  and  re- 
solve upon  meafures  neceffary  to  be  taken  and  purfued  for  the  de- 
fence, fecurity  and  prefervation  of  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the 
/aid  United  Colonies,  and  for  their  common  fafety  ;  and  of  fuch 
their  proceedings  and  refolves  they  do  tranfmit  authentic  copiesv. 
from  time  to  time,  to  the  General  Afiembly  of  this  Colony. 
That  the  faid  Delegates  now  appointed  do  repair  to,  and  take 
their  feats  in  faid  Congrefs,  by  the  firfl  day  of  January  next,  in 
cafe  faid  Congrefs  (hail  be  then  fitting,  or  as  foon  after  as  faid 
Congrefs  fhall  be  convened  ;  and  that  the  faid  gentlemen  who  are 
now  attending  faid  Congrefs  in  behalf  of  this  colony,  do  continue 
in  their  faid  office  until  the  gentlemen  now  chofen,  and  diredled 
to  attend  in  manner  aforefaid,  ihall  arrive  at  faid  Congrefs. 
"   A  true  copy  of  record,  examined  by 

George   Wyllys,  Secretary.''* 

A  letter  from  Mr.  Lewis,  dated  January  8th,  was  read,  re- 
commending a  ilranger  to  the  notice  of  Congrefs. 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Qualifications  of  perfons  applying  for  offices. 

Refohed,  That  a  member,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Dyer,  be  added 
to  the  Committee  appointed  to  draw  up  inftruftions  to  the  officers 
employed  in  the  recruiting  fervice. 

Refohed,  That  "he  feveral  petitions  of  gentlemen,  praying  to 
be  appointed  officers  in  the  PennfylvaniabattaKons,  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Qualifications. 

Application  being  made  in  behalf  of  Mr.  Juge  and  the  owner 
of  a  veffel  lately  arrived  in  Delaware,  for  leave  to  export  provifions 
to  the  amount  of  the  cargoes  by  them  imported,  *^ 

Refohed,  That  this  be  referred  to  the  Secret  Committee. 

Vol.   ir.  D  Refohed, 
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Refolved,  That  two  members  be  added  to  the  fecret  Committee. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Hewes  and  Mr.  Alexander. 

The  Committee  on  the  ftate  of  the  Colonies  brought  in  a  report, 
which  beintr  taken  into  confideration. 

Refolved,  That  another  battalion  be  raifed  in  the  colony  of  North- 
Carolina,  in  order  to  defeat  any  attempt  which  may  be  made  in  op- 
pofition  to  the  meafures  recommended  by  the  Continental  Congrefs. 

Refolved,  That  the  farther  confideration  of  the  report  be  referred 
till  to-morrow. 

The  Committee  having  defired  leave  to  fit  again,  the  fame  was 
granted. 

Refolved,  That  to  morrow  be  afligned  for  taking  into  confidera- 
tion, in  a  Committee  of  the  whole,  the  propriety  of  opening  the 
ports  after  the  firft  of  March  next. 

The  delegates  of  South-Carolina  having  informed  the  Congrefs, 
that  their  colony,  beinoj  in  want  of  feaman,  had  given  orders  to  offer 
high  wages  to  fuch  as  would  engage  in  their  fervice,  defired  the  ad- 
vice and  opinion  of  Congrefs  on  this  matter. 

Refolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  Committee  of  five. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Hopkins,  Mr.  Huntington,  Mr.Paiae, 
Mr.  Morris  and  Mr.  Floyd. 

Refolved,  That  the  naval  Committee  be  empowered  to  purchafe 
a  fmall  veffel  for  a  tender. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  procure  powder  from  Providence, 
brought  in  a  report,  with  an  account  of  a  cargo  provided  for  that 
purpofe  by  Willing  and  Morris,  amounting  to  3233.2  dollars; 
whereupon, 

Refolved,  That  the  fald  Committee  be  authorifed  to  give  fuch 
orders  to  the  captain  of  the  veffel,  as  they  may  think  proper. 

That  an  order  be  drawn  on  the  treafurers,  in  favour  of  Willing 
and  Morris,  for  the  faid  fum  of  3233.2  dollars. 

The  Committee  on  gen.  Wafhington's  letters  brought  in  a  report 
which  being  taken  into  confideration,  the  Congrefs  thereupon  came 
to  the  following  refolutlons. 

Refolved,  That  the  paymafler  general  of  the  army  at  Cambridge 
be  empov/ered  to  draw  bills  upon  the  Prefident  of  the  Congrefs, 
or,  in  their  recefs,  upon  the  Committee  of  Congrefs  for  that  pur- 
pofe appointed,  for  any  fums  of  money  which  may  be  depofited  in 
his  hands  not  exceeding,  in  any  one  month,  the  monthly  expence 
of  the  army,  and  that  fuch  bills  counterfigned  by  the  general  or 
commander  in  chief  of  the  faid  army  be  accepted  and  paid. 

That  the  free  Negroes  who  have  ferved  faithfully  in  the  army  at 
Cambridge  maj^  be  relnlifled  thereiji,  but  no  other. 

That  if  gen.  Washington  think  proper,  colonel  R.  Gridley  be 
continued  chief  engineer  in  the  army  at  Cambridge. 

That  the  pay  of  the  affiftant  engineers  in  the  army  at  Cam- 
bridge be  26  dollars  and  two  thirds  per  month. 

The 


January,   1776.  27 

The  Committee  having  ckfired  leave  to  fit  again,  the  fame  was 


granted. 

o 


Refolvedy  That  four  members  be  added  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Qualifications,  &c,  in  the  room  of  thofe  abfent. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Wolcott,  for  Conneffcicut,  in  the 
room  of  Mr.  Dyer,  Mr.  Duane,  for  Nev^^-York,  in  the  room  of 
Mr.  Jav,  Mr.  M*Kean,  for  the  lower  Counties  on  Delaware,  in 
the  room  of  Mr.  Rodney,  and  Mr.  Rogers,  for  Maryland. 

Refahcd,  That  Thurt'day  next  be  afiigned  for  taking  into  conii- 
dcration  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Indian  affairs. 

Rcfohedj  That  a  lift  of  the  Committers  who  have  not  reported, 
be  prepared  and  laid  on  the  table. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Wednes-day,  January  17,    1776. 

A  Petition  from  Dr.  Benjamin  Church  was  prefented  to  Con- 
grefs,  and  read. 

Refhlved^  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  a  Committee  of  three. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Harrifon,  ^^r.  Paca,  and  Mr.  Hooper. 

A  petition  from  Ibbetfon  Hamar,  a  prifoner  at  Trenton,  was 
prefented  to  Congrefs  and  read,  praying  for  leave  to  refide  at  Mr, 
Stainforth's  near  Prince-Town. 

Refolved,  That  the  fame  be  granted. 

A  memorial  from  the  captains  and  fubalterns  of  the  firft  Penn- 
fylvania  battalion  was  prefented  to  Congrefs  and  read  comptaining- 
of  the  conduft  of  their  colonel. 

Refolvedy  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Qjiali- 
fications,  and  that  they  be  diredled  to  hear  the  parties,  and  report 
to  Congrefs. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Congrefs  refolved  itfelf 
into  a  Committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  confideration  the  pro- 
priety of  opening  the  ports  after  the  firil  of  March  next,  and  after 
fome  time,  the  Preiident  refuraed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Ward  repor- 
ted, that  the  Committee  had  taken  into  confideration  the  matter 
to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to  a  refolution,  which  he  read  in 
his  place,  and  delivered  in. 

The'report  being  again  read. 
Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table. 

Refolved,  That  a  Committee  of  five  be  appointed,  to  confider  uri-' 
der  what  regulations  and  reftriftions  the  trade  of  the  United  Colo- 
nies ought  to  be  carried  on  after  the  firft  of  March  next. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Harrifon,  Mr.  Morris,  Mr.  Lynch, 
Mr.  Adams  and  Mr.  Sherman. 

Refolved,  That  a  member  be  added  to  the  Committee  appointed 
to  confer  with  Mr.  Romans. 

The  member  chofen,  Mr.  Wolcott. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  inflruftlons  for  the  officers 
in  the  recruiting  fervice  brought  in  their  report,  which  being  taken 

s..  into 
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into  confideration,  the  Congrefs  thereupon  came  to  the  following 
refolutions, 

Refohedy  That  the  colonels  of  the  feveral  battalions  ordered  td 
be  raifed  do  immediately  order  their  officers,  on  recruiting  fervice 
to  fuch  parts  where  they  are  bell  known,  and  have  the  greateft 
probability  of  fuccefs. 

That  the  recruiting  officers  ought  to  be  careful  to  inlift  none  but 
healthy,  found  and  able  bodied  men,  and  not  under  fixteen  years 
of  age. 

That  the  colonels  of  the  feveral  battalions  aforefaid  appoint  fome 
place  or  places  of  rendezvous,  to  which  the  recruits  may  be  fent, 
and  where  the  battalions  may  be  quartered. 

That  the  greateft  attention  ought  to  be  paid  to  the  behaviour  of 
the  troops  in  quarters,  that  they  may  give  no  reafonable  caufe  of 
complaint. 

That  the  quarters  of  the  troops  be  duly  difcharged  once  every 
week. 

That  an  allowance  of  one  dollar  and  a  third  of  a  dollar  per  man 
he  made  to  the  recruiting  officers  in  lieu  of  their  expences  in  recrui- 
ting, exclufive  of  the  fubfiftance  money  allowed  them.  And  that- 
in  t:afe  any  man  be  inlifted  contrary  to  the  foregoing  regulations, 
the  pay  they  may  have  received,  and  the  fubfjftance  money  that 
may  be  paid  for  them,  fhall  be  Hopped  from  the  pay  of  fuch  recrui- 
ting officers. 

That  the  colonels  of  the  feveral  battalions  to  be  raifed  in  Penn- 
fylvania,  befupplied  with  money  for  the  recruiting  fervice  by  the 
Committee  of  fafety  of  faid  colony,  and  difburfe  the  fame  to  the 
feveral  recruiting  officers;  the  colonels  and  other  officers  to  be  ac^ 
countable  for  what  they  fhall  receive,  andall  arrears,  they  may  fall 
into,  to  be  flopped  from  their  pay. 

Refohedy  That  the  fum  of  one  dollar  and  one  third  of  a  dollar 
per  man  be  allowed  to  the  officers  of  the  firft  Pennfylvania  battalion 
for  each  man  by  them  inlifted,  who  fhall  have  pafTed  mufter. 

Refohedy  That  the  treafurers  be  empowered  to  advance  to  Mr. 
Regonville  a  fum  not  exceeding  400  dollars,  taking  his  draught 
or  bill  on  his  agent  in  Canada  for  the  fame. 

A  letter  from  gen.  Schuyler,  dated  January  the  13th,  enclofmg 
copies  of  letters  from  gen.  Woofter,  colonel  Arnold,  and  others, 
were  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read,  containing  an  account  of  an 
unfuccefsful  attempt  made  to  gain  pofTeffion  of  Quebec  by  ftorm, 
on  the  3  ift  of  December,  and  of  the  death  of  gen.  Montgomery. 

The  Committee  to  whom  the  matter  of  South-Carolina,  refpeft- 
ing  the  engaging  of  feamen,  was  referred,  brought  in  their  repprt, 
svhich  was  read. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to  morrow. 

Thursday,  January  18,    177^. 
The  Committee  to  whom  the  petition  of  Dr.  Church  was  referr- 
ed 


January,   1776.  29 

Cf3,  brought  in  their  report,  which  being  taken  into  Gcnfideration 

Refoived,  That  gov.  I'rumbull  be  deiiredto  give  order  for  the  re- 
moval of  Dr.  Church  to  fome  more  comfortable  place  of  confine- 
ment, than  that  where  he  now  is,  if  fuch  can  be  found  in  that  co- 
lony; and  that  for  the  advancement  of  his  health,  the  faid  Dr. 
Church  be  permitted  to  ride  out  at  proper  feafons  under  a  truily 
^uard,  Vw'ho  wiil  be  careful  to  prevent  his  carrying  on  any  corref- 
pondence,  or  doing  any  a6l  prejudicial  to  the  fafety  and  welfare 
of  the  United  Colonies. 

.  A  letter  from  the  Committee  of  Frederick-town,  Maryland,  en- 
clofnig  fundry  intercepted  letters, found  upon  Dr.  John  Smith,  one 
of  Connolly's  affociates,  being  brought  by  the  guard  who  had  the 
charge  of  bringing  down  faid  Smith,  was  laid  before  Congrefsand 
read. 

^ejohedy  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Committee  of  fafety 
for  the  colony  of  Pennfylvania.,  to  take  the  examination  of  faid  Dr. 
Smith,  and  then  commit  him  to  fafe  and  clofe  confinement. 

RefoheJy  That  a  Committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  take  into 
confideration  the  letter  from  gen.  Schuyler,  of  the  13th  of  Janua- 
ary,  with  the  enclofures,  and  report  thereon  to  Congrefs. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Lynch,  Mr.  Wythe,  Mr.  Sherman, 
Mr.  Ward,  ^and  Mr.  S.  Adalns. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Friday,  January  19,   1776. 

Refohcdy  That  five  members  be  elected  for  the  Committee  of 
claims  in  the  room  of  thofe  who  are  abfent. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Wolcott,  for  Conne(5licut,  in  the 
room  of  Mr.  Deane,  Mr.  Floyd,  for  New- York,  in  the  room  of 
Mr.  Lewis,  Mr.  M'Kean,  for  the  Lower  Counties  on  Delaware,  in 
the  room  of  Mr.  Rodney,  Mr.  Rogers,  for  Maryland,  in  the  room 
of  Mr.  Johnfton,  Mr.  E.  Rutledge,  for  South-Carolina,  in  the 
room  of  Mr  Gadfden,. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  letters  from  Lancafter  were  refer- 
red, brought  in  an  anfwer  which  was  read,  and  approved. 

Ordered^  That  the  fame  be  tranfcribed  and  forwarded. 

The  Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  commit- 
tee on  the  matter  of  South-Carolina,  refpefting  feamen  ;  where- 
upon 

Refoived,  That  it  be  recommended  to  capt.  Cochran,  who  is  ar- 
rived here  for  the  purpofe  of  recruiting  feamen,  to  purfue  the  fol- 
lowing plan  in  the  inlifting  ferviee,  in  which  he  is  employed  by 
the  colony  of  South-Carolina. 

That  he  offer  to  each  able  bodied  feaman  the  wages  of  eight  dol- 
lars per  month,  and  that  he  pay  to  them  nine  dollars  bounty,  and, 
upon  their  arrival  in  South-Carolina,  the  further  bounty  of  five 
dollarso 

That 
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That  captain  Cochran  repair  immediately  to  the  camp  at  Cam- 
bridge, and  take  the  advice  and  direction  of  p-eneral  Walhington 
on  this  affair,  and  proceed  to  inlift  his  feamen  in  fuch  parts  of  the 
country,  as  will  be  the  leaft  prejudicial  to  the  Continental  fervice. 
That  the  prefident  write  to  general  Wailiington,  acquainting 
him  with  the  fituation  of  South-Carolina,  the  neeefiity  that  colony 
is  in  for  feamen,  and  defiring  that  he  will  pleafe  to  forward  this 
fervice. 

The  Committee  of  claims  reported  that  there  is  due. 
To  the  Committee  of  Berks  county,  for  provifions,  ammuniti- 
on, &c.  furnifhed  the  riiHe-companies,  £  ii  :  14  :  lO,  and  for  ne- 
cefiaries  furnifhed  the  prifoners  from  St.  John's,  the  fum  of 
^8:13:11,  amounting  in  the  whole  to  ^  20  :  8  :  9,  equal  to 
54.5  dollars,  to  be  paid  to  Dr.  Jonathan  Potts. 
Ordered^  That  the  fame  be  paid. 

Refolvedy  That  an  order  be  dr^wn  on  the  treafurers  in  favour  of 
the  delegates  of  South-Carolina,  for  the  fum  10,000  dollars,  which 
was  appropriated  for  Indian  affairs  in  the  fouthera  department. 

The  Council  of  fafety  for  the  three  lower  counties  on  Delaware 
having  recommended  fundry  gentlemen  for  field-officers  of  the  bat- 
talion ordered  to  be  railed  in  that  colony,  the  Congrefs  proceeded 
to  an  eletlion,  and  the  ballots  being  taken, 
John  Haflet,  Efq.  was  ele6ted  colonel,  and 
Gunning  Bedford,  Efq.  li'^utenant-Golonel. 
The  Congrefs  refuming  the  confederation  of  the   report  of  the 
ccKnmittee  on  the  flate  of  the  Colonies, 

Rcfolved,  That  four  battalions  be  raifed  in  the  colony  of  New- 
York,  for  the  defence  of  that  colony,  upon  the  fame  pay  with  thofe 
diredled  to  be  raifed  in  the  colony  of  Pennfylvania  ;  and  that  they 
be  ftationed  as  the  commanding  officer  of  the  New  York  depart- 
ment fhall  think  befl,  to  garrifon  the  feveral  forts  in  that  colony 
from  Crown-point  to  the  fouthward,  and  to  prevent  depredations 
upon  Long'Ifland,  and  promote  the  fafety  of  the  whole. 

Ordered i  That  a  copy  of  the  toregoing  refolution  be  tranfmitted 
to  the  Council  of  fafety  of  New-York;  and  that  they  be  requefted 
with  all  poffible  expedition  to  tranfmit  to  Congrefs  the  names  of  a 
number  of  gentlemen,  at  leaft  tv/o  for  each  command,  out  of  whom 
the  Congrefs  may  ele6t  field-officers  for  faid  battalions. 

The  Committee  on  qualifications  brought  in  a  report,  which 
was  agreed  to,  as  follows  : 

That^R-oger  Stayner  and  George  Jenkins  be  appointed  firfl  lieu- 
tenants in  the  firft  Pennfylvania  battalion. 

That  the  two  eldefl:  enfigns  be  promoted  to  be  fecond  lieute- 
nants in  the  room  of  the  above. 

That  Robert  Allifon  be  appointed  an  enfign  in  faid  battalion. 
That  Jacob  Shallus  be  appointed  quarter-mafter  of  faid  batta- 
Jion. 

The 
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The  committee  appointed  to  hear  the  complaints  of  the  officers, 
and  col.  Bull's  defence,  brought  in  their  report,  which,  after  de- 
bate, was  referred  till  to-morrow. 

The  committee  to  whom  general  Schuyler's  letter  of  the  13th  of 
January,  with  the  papers  and  letters  enclofed,  was  referred,  brought 
in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  confidcratioa  ;  whereupon 

Refolved^  That  the  American  army  in  Canada  be  reinforced  with 
all  poffible  difpatch,  as  well  for  the  fecurity  and  relief  of  our 
feiends  there,  as  for  better  iecuring  the  rights  and  liberties  not  on- 
ly of  that  colony,  but  the  other  United  Colonies. 

That  an  exprefs  be  fent  to  the  Committee  of  fafety  of  New-Jer- 
fey,  and  an  application  made  to  that  of  Pennfylvania,  immediate- 
ly to  quicken  the  officers  employed  in  levying  the  forces  dire6led 
to^  be  raifed  in  thofe  colonies,  and  marched  to  Canada,  and  do  all 
in  their  power  to  forward  the  fervice.  And  that  the  Committee 
of  infpeclion  of  the  city  and  liberties  of  Philadelphia,  be  requefted 
forthwith  to  ufe  their  utmoft  endeavours  to  aid  Mr.  J.  Meafe  in 
procuring  of  the  houfeholders  therein,  fuch  blankets  as  may  be 
fpared  from  their  refpeftive  families,  for  the  ufe  of  the  battalion 
dedined  for  this  important  expedition  at  fo  fevere  a  feafon,  for 
which  the  owners  (hall  be  allowed  the  value  of  fuch  blankets  ac- 
cording to  the  ellimation  of  the  faid  Committee  of  infpedion. 
And  that  colonel  Bull  and  colonel  Maxwell  do  without  delay  march 
fuch  of  the  companies  of  their  battalions  as  are  now  ready,  to  ge- 
neral Schuyler. 

That  general  Wafhington  be  requeued  to  detach  from  the  camp 
at  Cambridge  one  battalion,  if  the  fervice  there  will  permit  him 
to  fpare  one,  with  orders  to  march  with  the  greatefl:  expedition 
poffible  to  Canada. 

That  for  the  more  fpeedy  raifmg  the  battalions,  ordered  on  the 
8th  of  January  to  be  raifed  in  the  colonies  of  New-Hampihire, 
Connecticut,  New-York,  and  Pennfylvania,  for  the  defence  of  Ca- 
nada, it  be  recommended  to  the  General  AfTemblies,  Conventions, 
or  Councils  or  Committees  of  fafety  of  thofe  colonies  refpeffcively, 
to  exert  their  utmoft  endeavours  in  raifing  the  faid  battalions,  upon 
the  fame  pay  and  fubfiftence  as  the  army  at  Cambridge,  and  to 
furnifh  them  with  provifions,  ammunition,  and  other  necelfaries, 
for  expediting  their  march  to  Canada.  And  for  further  encourag- 
ing the  men  more  cheerfully  to  enter  into  the  fervice  of  their  coun- 
try, to  give  a  bounty  of  fix  dollars  and  two-thirds  to  every  able 
bodied  eifeftive  man,  properly  clothed  for  the  fervice,  and  having 
a  good  firelock,  with  a  bayonet,  and  other  accoutrements,  and  four 
dollars  to  every  foldier  not  having  the  like  arms  and  accoutrements; 
the  arms  to  be  fuppued  by  the  colony,  and  the  coft  to  be  deduc- 
ted out  of  the  foldiers  pay  ;  and  alfo  to  provide  a  blanket  and  ha- 
verfack   for   every  inliiled   foldier,  and  moreover  to   advance  one 

months 
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month*s  pay  to  every  officer  and  foWier  before  their  march,  that 
they  may  be  able  to  purchafe  neceffary  cloathing. 

That  the  firft  two  companies  which  fhall  be  complete  of  every 
battalioa  do  march  to  that  country  fo  foon  as  they  ihali  be  ready, 
and  be  followed  in  the  fame  numbers,  with  like  expedition,  by  the 
reft  of  the  corps.  And  that  it  be  recommended  to  the  General 
AfTemblies,  Conventions,  and  Councils  or  Committees  of  fafety  of 
the  colonies  in  which  battalions  are  dire£led  to  be  raifed,  that  they 
rcfpedlively  attend  to  this  bufmefs. 

The  Committee  defired  leave  to  lit  again,  which  was  granted. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Saturday,  January  2C,   1776. 

Refolved^  That  an  order  be  drawn  on  the  treafurers,  in  favour 
of  the  Committee  of  fafety  for  Pennfylvania,  far  the  fum  of  1 5000 
dollars,  for  the  ufe  of  the  five  battalions  to  be  raifed  in  faid  colony; 
the  faid  committee  to  be  accountable. 

The  Committee  of  claims  reported  that  there  is  due. 

To  capt.  Henry  Shylock,  for  his  expences  in  bringing  Dr.  John 
Smith  from  Hagar's-town,  and  for  his  expences  in  returning  home, 
the  fum  of  89.3  dollars. 

To  John  Nelfon,  for  his  expences  in  bringing  the  faid  Dr.  John 
Smith  from  the  Little  Meadows  to  Hagar's-town,  and  for  his 
trouble  in  attending  him  to  this  city,  with  allowance  of  expences 
in  returning  hom.e,  the  fum  of  75  dollars. 

To  Francis  Johnfon,  Efq.  for  fundry  expences  incurred  by 
guards  for  pov/der,  waggons,  &c.  the  fum  of  38  dollars. 

To  Thomaa  Dewees,  for  fupporting  leveral  prifoners  the  fum 
of  43.2  dollars. 

Ordered^  That  the  above  accounts  be  paid. 

A  m^emorial  from  colonel  Bull  was  prefented  to  Congrefs  and 
read,  praying  for  leave,  on  account  of  ill  treatment  he  had  receiv- 
ed from  many  officers  of  his  corps,  to  refign  his  commiffion. 

The  committee  on  general  Schuyler's  letter  brought  in  a  farther 
report,  which  being  taken  into  confideration,  the  Congrefs  came 
to  the  foilowinp-  refolutions, 

Refohedy  That  general  Wafhington  be  defired  to  difpatch  a  ge- 
neral officer,  if  he  can  be  fpared  from  the  fervice  at  Cambridge, 
to  command  the  army  in  Canada. 

That  it  being  neceffary  to  procure  a  large  quantity  of  fpecie  for 
the  operations  in  Canada,  which  cannot  be  fuccefsfully  carried  on 
without  that  article,  it  be  recommended  to  the  General  AfTemblies, 
Conventions,  and  Councils  or  Committees  of  fafety  upon  the  con- 
tinent, to  employ  proper  perfons  within  their  refpective  colonies 
to  collcdt  all  the  gold  and  filvercoin  they  can,  and  inform  Con- 
grefs of  the  fum  colle<^ed. 

That 
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Thai  it  will  not  be  expedient  at  prefent  to  fend  a  Committee  cif 
Corgrefs  to  Canada : 

That  the  Committee  of  Secrecy  be  defired  to  difpatch  one  ton 
of  gun-powder  with  the  firfl  companies  that  fhall  march  frpm 
Pennfylvania  to  Canada;  and  that  governor  Trumbull  be  defired 
to  fend  the  like  quantity  of  gun-powder  with  the  firfl;  detachment 
offerees  dire£led  to  march  thither  from  Connefticut: 

That  the  lofles  fuftained  by  captain  Hazen  be  afcertained  by 
Commiffioners  to  be  appointed  by  the  commanding  officer  in  Cana- 
da, and  that  the  Commiffioners  report  their  proceedings,  with  the 
examination  of  the  witneffes,  and  their  own  opinion  thereuponj 
to  Congrefs: 

That  the  General  Aflemblies,  Conventions  or  Councils  or 
Committees  of  Safety  of  the  Colonies,  in  which  forces  are  direft- 
ed  to  be  raifed  for  the  fervice  of  Canada,  be  defired  to  raife  for  the 
fame  fervice,  one  company  of  matroffes,  confifting  of  forty  pri- 
vates, in  each  colony,  under  proper  officers ;  and  where  a  compa- 
ny cannot  be  completed,  to  raife  as  many  as  they  can,  under  fub- 
altern  officers,  in  proportion  to  their  numbers: 

That  general  Woofter  be  defired  to  take  pofleffion  of  the  medi- 
cine cheil  mentioned  by  colonel  Campbell,  to  be  claimed  by  doc- 
tor Beaumont,  and  if  it  appear  to  him  to  be  private  property,  to 
pay  the  value  thereof  to  the  owner  : 

That  the  General  Aflemblies,  Conventions,  or  Councils  or 
Committees  of  Safety  be  defired  to  take  the  moll  effedlual  mea- 
fures  for  recovering  the  arms,  accoutrements,  batteaus,  tools,  and 
other  fl:ores  of  the  Continent,  faid  to  have  been  carried  off  by 
fome  of  the  foldiers,  who  have  returned  from  Canada  : 

That  13,500  dollars  be  advanced  to  each  of  the  General  Affem- 
blies  or  Councils  or  Committees  of  Safety  of  the  colonies  in  which 
forces  are  direfted  to  be  raifed  for  the  fervice  of  Canadaj  for  the 
purpofe  of  recruiting  their  refpe6live  regitiients: 

That  from  the  neceffity  of  the  cafe,  arid  to  preve'nt  delays, 
blank  commiffions  be  iffued  by  the  Prefident  for  the  field-officers, 
captains  and  fubalterns,  who  are  to  command  the  battalions  or- 
dered to  be  raifed  for  Canada,  in  New-Hampfliire  and  Connedli- 
cut,  to  be  filled  up  with  the  names  of  fiich  gentlemen,  as  lliall  be 
judged  moll  proper  by  the  Convention  or  Committee  of  Safety  of 
New-Hampfhire,  and  by  the  Governor  and  Council  of  Connecti- 
cut: 

That  the  foregoing  refolution  be  not  draV/n  into  a  precedent : 

That  exclufive  of  colonel  Livingfton  and  his  regiment  already 
determined  on,  there  be  one  thoufand  Canadians  more  raifed,  for 
one  year,  or  during  the  prefent  difputes,  at  fix  dollars  arid  two- 
thirds  bounty  and  the  ufual  pay,  which  number  fliall  compofe  four 
battalions,  and  form  one  regiment,  five  companies  of  fifty  men  to 
each  battalion,  one  captain,  one  lieutenant,  and  one  enfign  to 
•     Vol.  II.  E  each 
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each  company,  and  four  majors,  one  lieutenant  colonel  and'  one 
colonel  to  the  whole  regiment  : 

That  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  Pennfylvania  be  defired  to 
provide  and  difpatch  fifes  and  drums  to  Canada,  for  the  two  regi- 
ments diredled  to  be  raifed  in  that  colony. 

Refolvedy  That  orders  be  drawn  on  the  treafurers,  in  favour  of 
the  Delegates  of  New-Hamp(hire,  for  the  above  fum  of  12,500 
dollars  ;  and  in  favour  of  the  Delegates  of  Connecticut,  for  the 
like  fum  of  12,500  dollars;  and  in  favour  of  the  Delegates  of 
New-York,  for  the  like  fum  of  12,500  dollars  ;  for  the  ufe  of  the 
battalions  to  be  raifed  for  Canada;  and  that  the  faid  Delegates  be 
defired  to  forward  the  faid  fums  to  their  refpedive  colonies  with 
all  expedition  ;  the  fcveral  colonies  to  be  accountable  for  the  fame. 
Rejolvedi  That  the  Prefident  be  directed  to  fend  an  exprefs  to 
general  Schuyler,  \vith  a  letter,  informing  him  of  the  meafures  the 
Congrefs  have  taken  for  the  defence  of  Canada,  and  defiring  him 
to  forward  the  fame  to  general  Woofter  : 

That  he  likewife  difpatch  an  exprefs,  with  the  like  information, 
to  general  Wafhington,  to  the  governor  of  Connecticut,  and  the 
convention  or  council  of  Safety  of  New-Jerfey,  New- York,  and 
New-Hampfhire. 

The  Committee  on  Qualifications,  having  recommended  the 
following  perfons  for  enfigns  in  the  firll  Pennfylvania  battalion, 
viz. 

Nicholas  Scull,  John  Brice, 

Jofeph  Greenway,  Richard  Rice, 

John  Irvine,  Major  Wallbroon, 

the   fame  were  agreed  to,  and  commiffions  ordered  to  be  giveti 
them  accordingly. 

Refolved,  That  the  fecret  committee  be  direCled  to  fupply  the 
delegates  of  New-Jerfey  with  300  pounds  of  powder,  for  the  ufe 
of  colonel  Maxwell's  battalion. 

Ordered,  That  Timothy  Matlack  deliver  to  the  delegates  of 
New-Jerfey,  or  their  order,  a  quantity  of  flints,  for  the  ufe  of 
faid  battalion,  and  ball  or  lead  proportioned  to  300  pounds  of 
powder. 

That   the  treafurers   with  all  expedition  fend  a   trufty  perfon 
with  £  1000  in  Continental  bills  to  Samuel  Patterfon,  Efq;  and 
receive  in  exchange  for  the  fame  fo  much  in  filver  and  gold. 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

Monday,  January  22,  1776. 
Sundry  letter<!,  viz.  one  from  general  Wafhington,  of  the  lith 
of  January,  two  from  lord  Stirling,  one  of  the  iHth  and  another  of 
the  19th  of  January,  one  from  gen.  Schuyler,  of  the  loth  of  Janu- 
ary, and  one  from  the  committee  of  Trenton,  of  the  19th  of  January, 
alfo  a  petition  from  John  Sparling,  being  received,  V7ere  read. 

Refohedy 
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Refolved,  That  the  above  letters  be  referred  to  a  Committee  of 
three* 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  W.  Livingfton,  Mr.  Hooper,  and 
Mr.  Adams. 

Refolved,  That  the  Prefident  be  empowered  to  employ  a  private 
fecretary,  to  be  paid  by  the  United  Colonies. 

The  Committee  of  Claims  reported,  that  there  is  due, 

To  Benedict  Arnold,  on  account  of  his  expences  in  his  expedi- 
tion againft  Crow^npoint  and  Ticonderoga,  a  ballance  amounting 
to  819  dollars,  to  be  paid  to  Silas  Deane,  Efq; 

Ordered^  That  the  fame  be  paid. 

Refolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Trenton  be  defired  to  fend 
o-eneral  Prefcot  and  captain  Chace  under  a  guard  to  Philadelphia. 

Refolved,  That  a  Committee  of  three  be  appointed,  to  confider 
a  proper  method  of  paying  a  juft  tribute  of  gratitude  to  the  me- 
mory of  general  Montgomery: 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Livinefton,  Do6lor  Franklin  and 
Mr.    Hooper. 

The  Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  eledlion  of  field-officers  for  the 
fecond  Canadian  regiment,  and 

Mofes  Hazen,  Efq;  was  ele6ted  colonel, 

Edward  Antil,  Efq;  lieutenant  colonel. 

Refolved,  That  the  United  Colonies  will  indemnify  colonel  Ha- 
zen for  any  lofs  of  half-pay  he  may  fuilain  in  confequence  of  his 
entering  into  their  fervice. 

Refolved,  That  the  appointment  of  majors,  captains,  and   fub 
altern   and  flaff-officers  in  the  fecond  Canadian   regiment,  be   left 
to  the  commander  in  chief  in  Canada,  with  the  advice  of  the  ge- 
neral officers  in   that  country,  and  of  colonel   Hazen,  lieutenant 
colonel  Antil,  and  Mr.  Price. 

The  Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  colonel  Bull's  ap- 
plication, for  leave  to  refign  his  commiffion. 

Refolved,  That  leave  be  granted  him. 

The  Congrefs  then  proceeded  to  the  eleftion  of  a  colonel  for 
the  firft  Pennfylvania  battalion,  in  the  room  of  colonel  Bull,  and 
John  Philip  de  Haas  was  elected. 

A  memorial  from  captain  Duncan  Campbell,  a  prifoner,  being 
prefented  to  Congrefs,  and  read  ; 

Refolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  Pennfylvania  be 
empowered  to  take  his  parole,  and  that  he  have  leave  to  refide  at 
Lancafter. 

Application  being  made  in  behalf  of  lieutenant  M'Donnald,  for 
leave  to  come  to  Philadelphia,  and  remain  there  live  days,  in  or- 
der to  tranfaft  fome  nece.Tary  bufmefs  ; 

Refolved,  That  leave  be  granted. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Tuesday, 
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Tuesday,   January  23,    1776. 

A  letter  from  general  Schuyler,  of  the  14th  of  January,  enclof- 
ing  a  letter  from  general  Arnold,  was  read  ; 

Ordered;  Tiiat  the  Secretary  draw  up  a  narrative  of  the  repulfe 
our  troops  rnet  with,  and  of  the  iofj,  fuilained  in  their  unfuccefsful 
attempt  on  Quebec,  and  lay  the  fame  before  Congrefs. 

Refolvedt  That  a  Committee  of  three  he  appointed  to  prepare  a 
letter  to  the  inhabitants  of  Canada. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Livingllon,  Mr.  Lynch  and  Mr. 
Wilfon. 

Refohed,  That  the  articles  of  war  be  tranflated  into  French, 
and  500  copies  fent  to  Canada. 

The  Conimittee  of  Claims  reported,  that  there  is  due, 

To  Adam  Ekel,  for  Waggonage  from  Lancafter  to  Cambridge 
with  captain  Smith's  company  pf  rifle-men,  a  ballance  of  43.3  dol- 
lars. 

To  Deborah  Siddens,  for  proyilipris  for  captain  Rofs's  compa- 
ny, the  fum  of  15.3  dollars. 

To  Johp  Jervis,  for  ferriage,  horfe  hire,  &c.  the  fum  of  1 2 
dollars. 

To  the  Committee  of  Rornboiet  Precindi,  in  Dutchefs  county, 
in  the  colony  of  New- York,  the  fum  of  129.4  dollars. 

To  Robert  Erwin,  for  waggonage,  the  fum  of  67  dollars. 

To  Timothy  Matlack,  for  cafh  by  him  paid  .to  Ai'chibald. 
Dick,  the  expences  of  a  guard  over  a  powder  waggan^  16.4  del' 
lars. 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

The  Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  .G0131.- 
mittee  on  Indian  affairs,  which,  after  debate,  was  recommitted. 

Refohed,  That  an  order  be  drawn  on  the  treafurers,  in  favour 
of  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  the  Three  Lower  Counties  on  Dela- 
ware, for  the  fum  of  3000  dollars,  for  the  ufe  of  the  battalion  or- 
dered to  be  raifed  in  that  colony;  the  ffiid  Committee  to  be  ac- 
countable for  the  expenditure. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Wednesday,    January  24,    1776. 

A  letter  from  the  Committee  of  Trenton,   of  January  the  23d, 

was  read. 

The  Secretary  laid  befpre  Congrefs  an  account  gf  the  repulfe 
our  troops  met  with  in  their  attempt  on  Quebec,  the  3ifl  of  De- 
cember, which  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  farne  be  publifhed. 

Refohedy  That  fuch  of  the  foldiers,  ordered  to  Canada,  as  are 
married,  and  are  defirous  of  having  part, of  their  pay  given  to  their 
wives,  be  indulged  ;  and  that  the  captains  or  paymafter  be  diredl- 
ed,  in  future  payment  of  fuch  foldiers,  to  dedudt  fuch  part  of  their 
monthly  pay.  Refohed, 
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Ttefohed,  That  the  prefident  be  dire6led  to  inform  genera] 
Schuyler,  that  the  return  of  cannon  mentioned  in  his  letter  of  De- 
cember 2ift*  is  miflaid,  and  that  therefore  he  is  defired  to  make 
a  return  as  foon  as  poffible  of  all  the  cannon  and  artillery  at  Crown- 
point  and  Ticonderoga,  exclufive  of  thofe  taken  by  colonel  Knox 
for  general  Wafhington. 

Refolved,  That  Mr.  Bankfon  be  appointed  a  firfl  lieutenant  in 
the  room  of  Mr.  Morgan,  who  is  in  the  country. 

Information  being  given  to  Congrefs  that  fome  foldiers  in  the 
firfl  Pennfylvania  battalion,  now  under  orders  to  march  to  Cana- 
da, are  not  fupplied  with  arms  : 

Refolved,  That  the  commanding  officer  of  faid  battalion  be  di- 
rected to  make  a  return  of  the  arms  of  faid  battalion,  and  how 
many  are  wanting,  to  the  prefident  of  the  Committee  of  infpefti- 
on  and  obfervation  for  the  city  and  liberties  of  Philadelphia  : 

That  the  faid  committee  be  defired  to  life  their  utmoll  influence 
to  provide  good  arms  for  fuch  of  faid  battalion  as  may  want  them. 

Refohed,  That  a  committee  of  feven  be  appointed  to  confider 
the  propriety  of  eftablifhing  a  war-office,  and  the  powers  with 
•whicli  the  faid  office  fhould  be  vefled. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Lyach,  Mr.  Franklin,  Mr.  E.  Rut- 
ledge,  Mr.  Harrifon,  Mr.  Ward,  Mr.  S.  Adams,  and  Mr.  Morris. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  letter  to  the  inhabitants 
of  Canada  reported  a  drafts  which  being  read  and  confidered,  was 
approved. 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  immediately  tranflated  and  printed. 

Refolvedy  That  an  order  be  drawn  on  the  treafurers  in  favour  of 
Carpenter  Wharton,  for  the  fum  of  1000  dollars,  to  enable  him 
to  fupply  the  firfl  Pennfylvania  battalion  with  provifions  on  their 
march  to  Albany.;  he  to  be  accountable. 

Refolved,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  prepare  an 
addrefs  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  United  Colonies. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Dickinfon,  Mr.  Wilfon,  Mr.  Plooper, 
■Mr.  Duane,  and  Mr.  Alexander. 

Refolvedi  That  an  order  be  drawn  on  the  treafurers  in  favour  of 
colonel  Hazen,  for  the  fum  of  533I  dollars,  he  to  be  accountable. 

That  a  like  order  be  drawn  in  favour. pf  colonel  Antil,  for  the 
fum  of  200  dollars. 

That  the  fum  of  2666|  dollars,  in  fpecie,  be  advanced  to  colonel 
Hazen,  for  the  ufe  of  the  battalion  to  be  by  hirn  raifed  in  Canada, 
ylie  to  be  accountable. 
^^     Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Thursday,  January  25,   1776. 
Sundry  letters,  viz.  one  from  the  Committee  of  Trenton,  dated 
the  23d  of  January;  one  from  Ibetfon  Hamar,  and  from  Dr.  Rich- 
ard Huddleflon,  of  the  fame  date;  and  one  from  the  Committee  of 

Lancafler, 
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Lancafter,  of  the  2 2d  of  January,  uere  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  correfpondcnce. 

A  letter  from  colonel  Maxwell,  refpefting  the  unprepared  flate 
of  his  battalion,  being  read, 

Refolvcdy  That  an  order  be  drawn  on  the  treafurers,  in  favour  of 
the  Committee  of  Trenton,  for  the  fum  of  4000  dollars,  to  purchafe 
arftis  for  colonel  Maxwell's  battalion,  the  faid  committee  to  be  ac- 
countable. 

Refohed,T]\?±th.t  prefident  write  to  the  faid  committee,  and  to 
Mr.  Lowry,  ftimulating  them  to  furnifh  colonel  Maxwell's  batta- 
lion with  the  articles  neceffary  for  their  march ;  and  that  the  prefi- 
dent write  to  colonel  Maxwell,  and  dired^  him  to  fend  forward  to 
Albany  the  iirft  company  that  can  be  got  ready,  and  that  he  caufe 
the  other  companies  to  march  with  like  expedition,  one  at  a  time, 
as  fall  as  they  can  be  got  ready. 

Refohedy  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  take  the 
examination  of  brigadier  general  Prefcot  and  captain  Chace,  who 
are  arrived  at  Philadelphia,  and  report  to  Congrefs. 

The  me-tiibers  chofen,  Mr.  Adams,  Mr.  Ward,  and  Mr.  Sherman. 

The  committee  appointed  to  conlider  of  a  proper  method  of  pay- 
ing a  juft  tribute  of  gratitude  to  the  memory  of  general  Montgo- 
mery, brought  in  their  report,  which  was  agreed  to  as  follows  : 

It  being  not  only  a  tribute  of  gratitude  juftly  due  to  the  memo- 
ry of  thofe  who  have  peculiarly  diftinguifhed  themfelves  in  the  glo- 
rious caufe  of  liberty,  to  perpetuate  their  names  by  the  mofi  du- 
rable monuments  ere6led  to  their  honour,  but  alfo  greatly  condu- 
cive to  infpire  pofterity  with  an  emulation  of  their  illuitrious  ac- 
tions; 

Refolved^  That  to  exprefs  the  veneration  of  the  United  Colonies 
for  their  late  general,  Richard  Montgomery,  and  the  deep  fenfe 
they  entertain  of  the  many  fignal  and  important  fervices  of  that 
gallant  olncer,  who,  after  a  feries  of  fuccelTes,  amidil  the  moll  dif- 
couraging  difficulties,  fell  at  length  in  a  gallant  attack  upon  Que- 
bec, the  capital  of  Canada ;  and  to  tranfmit  to  future  ages,  as  ex- 
amples truly  worthy  of  imitation,  ^iis  patriotifm,  conduft,  bold- 
nefs  of  enterprize,  infiiperable  perfeverance,  and  contempt  of  dan- 
ger and  death  ;  a  monument  be  procured  from  Paris,  or  any  other 
part  of  France,  with  an  infcription  facred  to  his  memory,  and  ex- 
prefTive  of  his  aimable  charadter  and  heroic  atchievements.  And 
that  the  Continental  treafurers  be  direfted  to  advance  a  fum  not  ex- 
ceedinr^/  300  fcerling,  to  Dr.  Benjamin  Franklin  (who  is  defired 
to  fee  this  refulution  properly  executed)  for  defraying  the  expencc 
thereof. 

That  Dr.  Smith  be  defired  to  prepare  and  deliver  a  funeral  ora- 
tion in  honour  of  general  Montgomery,  and  of  thofe  officers  and 
foldiers,  who  fo  magnanimoufly  fought  and  fell  with  him  in  main- 
^t^inin'j-  the  principles  of  American  liberty. 

Refohcdj 
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Refohed,  That  the  direction  of  the  fleet  fitted  out  by  order  of 
Congrefs,  be  left  to  the  naval  committee. 

A  letter  from  general  Wafhington,  dated  the  14th  of  January, 
being  received,  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  committee  of  corre- 
fpondence. 

Refohed^  That  Mr,  James  Meafe  be  appointed  a  commilTary  to 
fupply  the  battalions  ordered  to  be  raifed  in  Pennfylvania  with  the 
articles  allowed  by  Congrefs  ;  and  that  he  be  allowed  for  his  trou- 
ble, one  and  one-fourth  per  cent,  in  full  of  all  charges  for  the  mo- 
ney paffing  through  his  hands,  and  that  he  give  fecurlty  for  the 
juft  and  faithful  expenditure  of  the  fame. 

That  Mr.  Lynch  and  Mr.  Allen  take  the  fecurity. 
Refohed,  That  an  order  be  drawn  on  the  treafurers  in  favour  of 
the  delegates  of  North-Carolina,  for  the  fum  of  10,000   dollars, 
for  the  ufe  of  the  battalions  ordered  to  be  raifed  in  that  colony. 

The  committee  appointed  to  take  the  examination  of  general 
Prefcot  and  capt.  Chace,  made  report  of  their  proceedings  : 

Refohed,  That  the  fald  committee  be  diredled  to  make  farther 
enquiry  into  the  charadter  and  condusSt  of  general  Prefcot,  and  in- 
fpect  the  letters  of  general  Schuyler  and  general  Montgomery  con- 
cerning him. 

Refohed,  That  colonel  Roberdeau  be  requclled  to  relieve  the 
^uard  from  Trenton,  who  have  charge  of  general  Prefcot  and  cap- 
tain Chace,  with  a  trufty  guard  from  his  battalion. 

Refohed,  That  the  fortification  at  Crownpoint  be  not  repaired; 
"  and  that  the  fortrefs  at  Ticonderoga  be  repaired  and  made  defen- 
fible;  and  that  general  Schuyler  be  defired  to  make  return  to  Con- 
grefs as  foon  as  may  be,  of  the  fize  and  number  of  cannon,  that 
will  be  neceffary  to  fortify  that  place. 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Friday,   January  zf^,   ^11^' 

A  letter  from  general  Lee,  dated  the  22d  of  January,  enclofmc^ 
a  letter  from  the  Committee  of  fafety  of  New-York,  was  received 
and  read. 

Refohed,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  repair  to 
New-York,  to  confult  and  advife  with  the  Council  of  fafety  of 
that  colony,  and  with  general  Lee,  refpefting  the  immediate  de- 
fence of  the  city  of  New-York  ;  and  that  general  Lee  be  diredled 
to  follow  the  determination  of  the  faid  committee  thereupon  : 

That  it  be  an  inftruilion  to  the  faid  committee,  in  cafe  the  city 
cannot  be  defended,  that  they  earneftly  recommend  it  to  the  inha- 
bitants immediately  to  remove  their  mod  valuable  eiTedls  to  a  place 
of  fafety : 

That  the  faid  committee  be  farther  inilru6led  to  conf'.ilt  with 
general  Lee  and  the  Committee  of  fafety  of  New-York,  about  the 
fortifications  on  Hudfon's  river,  and  about  fortifying  the  pafs  at 
Hellgate :  The 
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The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Harrifon,  Mr.  Lynch,  aftd  Mr.  Allen» 

Refolvedj  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  conhder 
what  allowance  ought  to  be  made  for  paying  the  troops  raifed  in 
New-Jerfcy  and  Pennfylvania  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Ward,  Mr.  Harrifon,  and  Mr.  Allen.; 

Refolved^  That  an  order  be  drawn  on  the  treafurers,  in  favour 
of  the  eommiflioners  for  Indian  affairs  in  the  middle  department, 
for  the  ftim  of  looo  dollars,  the  faid  commiffionefs  to  be  account- 
able. 

A  petition  frorh  fundry  perfons,  refpedling  the  inlilling  appren- 
tices, was  prefented  and  read. 

A  letter  from  Pittfburg,  dated  the  25th  of  January  with  en- 
clofed  papers,  was  read. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Saturday,  January  2*]^  1776^ 

A  letter  from  general  Wafhington,  dated  the  19th  of  January , 
one  from  the  Committee  at  Trenton^  dated  the  24th,  one  ffom 
lord  Stirling,  dated  the  25th,  and  one  from  T.  Lpwry,  dated  the 
24th  of  the  fame  month,  were  read: 

Rdfohedy  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  Mr.  Wythe,  Mr.  Sher-* 
man,  Mr.  Ward,  and  Mr.  S.  Adams. 

The  Committee  of  claims  reported  that  there  is  due. 

To  colonel  C.  W~ynkoop,  for  expences  in  bringing  a  party  of 
prifoners  from  St.  John's,  the  fum  of  765.7  dollars,  of  which  86.2 
dollars  ought  to  be  charged  to  the  ofhcers  of  the  faid  party  of  pri^ 
foners: 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  paid. 

Refohed,  That  the  Committee  of  infpeftion  of  Efopus  or  King- 
jR;on  be  direfted  to  fupply  the  prifoners  there  with  neceffary  cloath- 
ing,  and  alfo  to  provide  them  with  lodging  and  provifions,  not  ex- 
ceeding the  rations  allowed  to  privates  in  the  continental  army,  on 
the  moft  reafonable  terms  they  can. 

Refolved,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  take  into 
confideration  the  report  of  the  commiffioners  for  Indian  affairs  in 
the  middle  department,  and  the  ftate  of  the  Indians  in  faid  depart- 
ment: 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Wythe,  Mr.  Paiiie,  Mr.  Wilfon, 
Mr.  Duane,  and  Mr-  Rogers. 

Refolvedi  That  a  commifiion  iffue  to  Cayafliota,  giving  him  the 
rank  of  a  colonel,  and  that  a  filver  gorget  be  prefented  to  him. 

The  Congrefs  taking  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee on  the  cafe  of  Mr.  Jligc, 

Refohed,  That  Mr.  Jugc  be  permitted  to  export  the  manufac- 
turer or  produce  of  the  colony  of  Maryland  (horned  cattle,  hogs, 
fheep,  and  poultry  excepted)  to  any  port   or  place   whatfoever, 
(except  to  Great-Britain,  Ireland,  Britiih  ifles,  the  Britifh  Weft- 
Indies, 
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Indies,  and  except  for  the  fupply  of  the  Britifh  army  or  navy  in 
America)  to  the  amount  of  the  canvas  imported  by  him  into  the 
itaid  colony ;  the  faid  value  to  be  afcertained  by  the  Committee  of 
infpeflion  and  obfervation  for  the  county  of  Baltimore  : 

Refolvedi  neverthelefs,  that  the  indulgence  in  this  inftance  ought 
not  to  be  drawn  into  example,  the  fame  being  granted  to  Mr 
Juge  on  account  of  the  peculiar  circumftances  of  his  cafe;  and 
that  the  faid  Mr.  Juge  be  enjoined  by  the  aforefaid  Committee  of 
Baltimore,  to  avoid,  if  poflible,  all  Britifh  fhips  of  war  and  armed 
cutters  on  his  voyage. 

A  memorial  from  H.  Keppele  and  John  Steinmetz  was  prefented 
to  Congrefs,  and  read. 

Refohedy  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three. 
The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Ward,  Mr.  Alexander,    and  Mr. 
Wythe. 

Refolvedy  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed,  to  take  into 

confideration  the  matter  of  inlifting  apprentices  and  perfons  in  debt. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Paine,  Mr.  M'Kean  and  Mr.  Wythe* 

The  conimittee   to  whom   the  treaty    held  with  the  Indians  at 

Albany,  and   the  letter  from  V.  P.  Douw,  Efq;  were    referred, 

brought  in  their  report :  whereupon, 

Refohed,  That  in  order  to  prefefve  the  confidence  and  friendfhip 
of  the  Indians,  and  to  prevent  their  fuffering  for  want  of  the  ne- 
ceffaries  of  life,  a  fuitable  afibrtment  of  indian  goods,  to  the  a- 
mount  of^  40,000  fterling,  be  imported  on  account  and  rifle  of  the 
United-Colonies  : 

That  the  faid  goods,  when  imported,  be  divided  among  the 
different  departments  in  the  following  proportions,  viz.  for  the 
Northern  Department,  comprehending  Canada,  £  135333:6:8 
flerling ;  for  the  Middle  department  the  like  value ;  and  the  refidue 
for  the  Southern  department : 

That  in  order  to  pay  for  the  faid  goods,  a  quantity  of  produce 
of  thefe  colonies  be  exported  to  fome  foreign  European  m^arket, 
where  it  will  fell  to  the  befl  advantage: 

That  the  fecret  committee  be  empowered  to  contract  with  pro- 
per perfons  for  importing  faid  goods,  and  for  exporting  produce  to 
pay  for  the  fame  : 

That  the  faid  goods,  when  imported,  be  dilivered  to  the  com- 
miffioners  of  indian  affairs,  for  the  refpedlive  departments,  or  iheir 
order,  in  the  proportions  before  mentioned: 

That  the  refpeftive  commifiioners,  or  fuch  of  them  as  can  con- 
veniently affemble  for  thatpurpofe,  fhall,  as  the  goods  arrive,  fix  a 
price,  adding  to  the  firft  cofl  interefl,  the  charge  of  infurance,  and 
all  other  charges,  and  alfo  a  commiflion  not  exceeding  two  and  an 
half  per  cent,  on  the  firfl  coll,  for  their  own  care  and  trouble  in 
receiving,  ftoring  and  felling  them  to  the  Indian  traders;  but  fuch 
corhmifTioners  as  are  at  the  fame  time  members  of  Congrefs,  fhall 
Vol.  II.  F  not 
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not  be  burthen  ed  with  this  part  of  the   bufinefs,   nor  receive  any 
part  of  the  aforefaid  commiffion : 

That  no  perfon  (hall  be  permitted  to  trade  with  the  Indian*. 
without  licence  from  one  or  more  of  the  commiflioners  of  each  ref- 
peftive  department : 

That  all  traders  fhall  difpofe  of  their  goods  at  fuch  ftated  rea- 
fonable  prices,  as  (hall  be  fixed  and  afccrtaincd  by  the  commiffio- 
ners,  or  a  majority  of  fuch  as  can  conveniently  aflemble  for  that 
purpofe,  in  each  refpecftive  department,  and  (hall  allow  the  Indian* 
a'  reafonable  price  for  their  fkins  and  furrs  and  take  no  unjuft  ad- 
vantage of  their  diftrefs  and  intemperance;  and  to  this  end  they 
fhall  refpeftively,  upon  receiving  their  licences,  enter  into  bond  to 
the  commiflioners,  for  the  ufe  of  the  United  Colonies,  in  fuch  pen- 
alty, as  the  ading  commiflioners  or  commiflioner  fhall  think  pro- 
per, conditioned  for  the  performance  of  the  terms  and  regulations 
abpve  prefcribed  : 

That  to  fuch  licenfed  traders  only  the  refpeftive  commiflionerg 
ftiall  deliver  the  goods,  fo  to  be  imported,  in  fuch  propjortions  as 
they  (hall  judge  will  beft  promote  a  fair  trade,  and  relieve  the  ne- 
ceffities  of  the  Indians : 

That  every  trader,  on  receiving  the  goods,  fh^U  pay  to  the 
commiflioners  in  hand  the  price  at  which  they  (hall  be  eftimated; 
and  the  commilTioners  (hall,  from  time  to  time,  as  the  money  (hall 
come  to  their  hands,  tranfmit  the  fame  to  the  continental  treafu- 
rers,  deducing  only  the  allowance  for  their  trouble  as  aforefaid ; 

That  the  trade  with  the  indian  nations  (hall  be  carried  on  at 
fuch  polls  and  places  only  as  the  commiflioners  for  each  depart- 
ment (hall  refpeftively  appoint : 

That  thefe  refolutions  (hall  not  be  conftrued  to  prevent  or  debar 
^ny  private  perfon  from  importing  goods  for  the  indian  trade,  un- 
der the  reftri6tions  expreffed  in  the  a(rociation.  • 

Adjourned  to  ten  o*clock  on  Monday. 

Monday,  January  29,   1776. 

A  letter  from  gov.  Trumbull,  dated  January  the  20th,  being 
received,  was  read. 

Refohed,  That  an  order  be  drawn  on  the  treafurers,  in  favour 
of  Mr.  James  Meafe,  commilfary,  for  the  fum  of  5000  dollars, 
for  the  ufe  of  the  battalions  ordered  to  be  raifed  in  Pennfylvania. 

The  committee  to  whom   were  referred  the  letter  from  gen. 
Wafhington,  dated  the  19th  inft.  with  the  papers  therein  menti 
oned,  and  the   letter  from  lord  Stirling,  dated  the  24th,  and  the 
letter  from  the  committee  at  Trenton,  dated  the  day  laft  menti- 
oned, brought  in  their  report;  whereupon, 

Refohedy  That  the  applications,  made  by  gen.  Wafhington  to  the 
governments  of  New-Hamp(hire,  Maflfachufetts-Bay,  and  Connec- 
ticut, in  fuch  an  exigency,  to  raifc  a  regiment  in  each  of  thofc  colo- 
nies 
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nles  for  the  fervice  of  Canada,  were  prudent,  confident  with  his 
duty,  and  a  farther  manifeftation  of  his  com'mcndable  zeal  for  the 
good  of  his  country;  that  the  ready  attention  of  the  faid  govern- 
ments to  thofe  applications,  and  the  alacrity  with  which  they  un- 
dertook, and  the  expedition  with  which  they  proceed  in  the  bu- 
finefs,  are  additional  proofs  of  their  meritorious  attachment  to  the 
common  caufe,  and  may  produce  fignal  public  advantages;  and 
that  it  be  recommended  to  the  Q,e«eral  AiTembly  of  MafTachufetts- 
Bay,  to  raife  the  like  number  of  matroffes,  and  in  the  like  manner, 
and  that  both  thefe  and  the  additional  regiment  there  be  inlifted  on 
the  fame  terms  as  thofe  directed  to  be  raifed  for  this  fervice  in  New- 
Hampfhlre,  Connedllcut,  New-York,  and  Pennfylvania;  and  for 
this  purpofe  that  12,500  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  delegates  of 
Maffachufetts-Bay,  and  forwarded  by  them  with  blank  military 
commiffions  for  the  field  officers,  captains  and  fubalterns,  fignedby 
the  Prefident  to  the  faid  general  affembly  : 

That  the  three  regiments  to  be  raifed  in  New-Hampfliire,  Ma^ 
jGTachufetts-Bay  and  Connefticut,  for  the  fervice  in  Canada,  b(^ 
exclufive  of  the  thirteen  intended  to  reinforce  the  army  at  Cam* 
bridge : 

That  the  lofs  of  and  damage  tp  fuch  fire  arms  belonging  to  the 
foldiers  in  the  fervice  of  the  Continent,  as  fhall  happen,  not  through 
carclefTnefs  or  mifbehaviour,  the  value  being  afcertalned  in  a  pro- 
per manner,  to  be  provided  by  the  general  aflemblies,  conventi- 
ons or  councils  or  committees  of  Safety  of  the  United  Colonies  re» 
fpeftively,  be  made  good  to  the  owners;  and  that  their  arms,  after 
their  time  of  fervice  expired  be  not  detained  from  them: 

That  the  alertnefs,  a£llvity  and  good  condu(ft  of  lord  Stirling, 
and  the  forwardnefs  and  fpirit  of  the  gentlemen,  and  others,  from 
ipllzabeth-town,  who  voluntarily  aflifted  him  in  taking  the  fhip 
Blue  Mountain  Valley  were  laudable  and  exemplary;  and  that  his 
lordfhip  be  direfted  to  fecure  the  capture  until  the  further  order  of 
the  Congrefs ;  and  that  in  the  mean  time  he  caufe  fuch  part  of  the 
loading,  as  would  otherwife  perifh,  to  be  difpofed  of  by  fale. 

The  committee  defired  leave  to  fit  again,  which  was  granted. 

A  petition  from  Dr.  Wheelock,  being  laid  before  Congrefs,  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  commiteee  on  Indian  affairs  in  the  middle 
department. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported,  that  there  Is  due. 

To  Hugh  M'Clenahan,  an  cxprefs  from  Pittfburg,  for  expen- 
ces,  &c.  the  fum  of  46.2  dollars. 

Orderedy  That  the  fame  be  paid. 

Refohedy  That  gen.  Prefcot  be  committed  to,  and  kept  In  clofe 
confinement  in  the  goal  of  Philadelphia,  till  further  orders  of  Con- 
grefs,. 

That  capt.  Chafe  be  remanded  to  Trenton,  and  permitted  to  re- 
fide  with  the  other  officers  on  his  parole^ 
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A  memorial  and  propofal  of  capt.  John  Nelfon,  refpe6ling  a 
company  of  riffle-meri  was  prefented  to  Congrefs,  and  read. 

Refolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed,  to  confer 
with  capt.  Nelfon. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Morton,  Mr.  WIfner  and  Mr  Sher- 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to  morrow. 

Tuesday,  January  '2^0,  1776. 

Refolv€d,  That  Dr.  Cadwalader  and  Dr.  Shippen  jun.  be  defired 
to  infpeft  the  room  of  the  goal  where  gen.  Prefcot  is  confined,  and 
enquire  into  theftate  of  his  health,  and  reportthereon  to  Congrefs. 

The  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  capt.  Nelfon,  brought 
in  their  report,  which  was  taken  intoconfideration,  and  thereupon, 

Refohed,  That  capt.  Nelfon's  company  of  riffle-men  now  raifed 
confiding  of  one  capt.  three  lieutenants,  four  fergeants,  four  cor- 
porals and  feventy  privates,  be  inlifted  for  the  fervice  of  Canada, 
on  the  fame  terms  as  the  other  troops  ordered  for  that  fervice,  and 
that  they  march  to  Canada,  and  join  a  regiment  there  as  foon  as 
pofTible ;  that  they  be  allowed  one  quarter  of  a  dollar  per  day,  for 
their  fubfiftance  on  their  march  to  Albany. 

That  fix  dollars  and  two  thirds  of  a  dollar  bounty  be  paid  to 
each  non  commiffioned  officer  and  foldier,  who  is  furnifhed  with 
fufficient  arms,  accoutrements  and  cloathing  for  the  fervice,  upon 
their  entering  into  the  fervice  of  the  Colonies,  and  one  month's  pay 
to  the  commiffioned  officers. 

That  900  dollars  be  advanced  to  faid  capt.  Nelfon  for  that  pur- 
pofe,  and  for  the  fubfiftance  of  faid  company  to  Reading: 

That  the  fum  of  700  dollars  be  fent  to  the  committee  of  in- 
fpeftion  at  Reading ;  that  faid  committee  pay  one  month's  wages 
to  the  non  commiffioned  officers  and  foldlers  upon  their  arrival 
there,  and  deliver  the  refidue  of  faid  fum  to  capt.  Nelfon,  for  the 
fubfiftance  of  faid  company  in  their  march  from  thence  to  Albany; 
he  to  account  for  what  money  he  receives  with  gen.  Schuyler. 

The  officers  of  faid  company  are  John  Nelfon  captain,  Mofes 
Dicker  firft  lieutenant,  Adam  Gtt  fecond  ditto,  Ifaac  Newkirk 
third  ditto. 

The  committee  to  whom  gen.  Waftiington's  letter  of  the  14th 
of  January,  was  referred  brought  in  their  report,  which  was  ta- 
ken into  confideration,  and  thereupon, 

Refolved,  That  all  the  tent-cloth  which  can  be  procured  In  Phi- 
ladelphia and  New-York  be  purchafed  for  the  Congrefs,  and  that 
the  quantity  necefiary  for  the  enfuing  campaign  in  the  army  before 
Bofton,  be  forwarded  thither,  if  fo  much  is  to  be  had  : 

That  it  be  recommended  to  tht  feveral  affemblies  in  New-Eng- 
land, to  affift  the  general  In  procuring  arms  ;  and  that  the  thanks 
of  the  Congrefs  be  given  to  fuch  of  them  as  have  already  done  fo: 

That  Mr.  James  Meafe,  in  Philadelphia,  and  Mr.  Lewis,  Mr. 

Alfop 
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Alfop,  and  Mr.  L.  Morris,  in  New- York,  be  direded  to  carry 
the  former  refoliition  into  execution. 

The  committee  on  the  enliftment  of  apprentices,  &c.  brought 
in  their  report,  and  the  fame  being  taken  into  confideration, 

Refolved,  That  no  apprentice  whatfoever  be  inlifted  within  the 
colonies  of  New-Jerfey,  Pennfylvania,  the  counties  on  Delaware 
or  Maryland,  as  a  foldier  in  the  army  or  navy  of  the  United  Colo- 
nies, without  the  confent  of  his  raafter  or  miflrefs  firfl;  obtained  in 
writing;  and  that  all  apprentices  now  inlifted  as  foldiers  in  the  f^id 
army  or  navy,  without  fuch  confent,  be  immediately  discharged 
from  the  fervice,  on  the  application  of  their  matters  or  miftreffes, 
upon  payment  of  all  juft  and  reafonable  charges  of  their  inliftment: 

That  it  be  recommended  to  all  creditors,  whofe  demands  againfl: 
any  perfon  who  is  inlifted,  or  (hall  inlift-,  in  the  continental  fer- 
vice, ftiall  not  amount  to  the  value  of  35  dollars,  not  to  arreft  any 
fuch  debtor  till  the  expiration  of  the  time  for  which  he  is  inlifted. 

That  every  perfon  under  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  inlifting 
himfelf  in  the  army  or  navy  aforefaid,  may,  within  twenty-four 
hours  after  fuch  inliftment,  obtain  his  difcharge,  by  refunding  the 
money  received  from  the  recruiting  officer,  and  returning  fuch  ne- 
cefTaries  as  may  have  been  fupplied  him  by  the  officer,  or  the  value 
thereof  in  money. 

Refolved,  That  an  order  be  drawn  on  the  treafurers  for  the  fum 
of  idoo  dollars,  to  difcharge  a  draught  of  the  paymafter  general, 
for  fo  much  depofited  with  him,  for  the  ufe  of  the  United  Colonies. 

Refolved,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  take  into 
confideration  an  application  from  the  Committee  of  fafety  for 
New- York. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Ward,  Mr.  Paine,  Mr.  Paca,  Mr.  Lee, 
and  Mr.  Rodney. 

Refolved,  That  the  naval  committee  be  impowered  to  draw  on 
the  treafurers  for  a  fum  not  exceeding  30,000  dollars,  in  order  to 
difcharge  fundry  debts  by  them  contrafted. 

Refolvedy  That  Mr.  R.  Morris  be  added  to  the  committee  of  fe- 
eret  correfpondence. 

Adjourned  to  ten"  o'clock  to-morrow. 

■    Wednesday,  January  'i^\,   1)76. 

Sundry  letters,  viz.  one  from  lord  Stirling,  dated  the  27th  of 
January  ;  one  from  the  Committee  of  Trenton,  of  the  30th,  one 
from  colonel  St.  Clair,  of  the  27th,  and  one  from  colonel  Max- 
well of  the  3  ift  of  the  fame  month,  were  laid  before  Congrefs  and 
read. 

Refolved,  That  a  committee  of  two  be  appointed  to  confer  with 
colonel  Maxwell  refpefting  the  ftate  of  his  regiment,  and  report 
the  means  of  facilitating  and  haftening  his  march. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Livingfton  and  Mr.  Wilfon. 

A  report 
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A  report  from  Dr.  Cadwalader  and  Dr.  Shippen,  refpe<Sling 
the  room  where  general  Prefcot  is  confined,  and  the  ftate  of  the 
general's  health,  was  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read. 

The  Congrefs  taking  into  confideration  the  letter  from  colonel 
St.  Clair,  refpefting  the  enliftment  of  fome  of  the  prifoners  at 
luancailer, 

Refolvedy  That  the  prifoners  who  have  been  enlifted  into  the 
continental  army  be  difcharged,  and  that  no  more  be  inlifted. 

Ordered y  That  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  refolve  be  fent  to  the 
committee  of  Lancafter. 

The  committee  to  whom  fundry  letters  were  referred,  on  the 
zythinftant,  brought  in  a  farther  report ;  whereupon 

Refolvedi  That  Mr.  Barbaric,  owner  of  the  floop  and  cargo  faid 
to  have  been  taken  by  the  enemy,  and  retaken  by  one  of  the  con- 
tinental vefTels  of  war,  ought  to  make  and  profecute  his  claim  to 
the  fame  before  the  court  appointed  or  to  be  appointed,  by  the  go- 
vernment of  the  colony  to  which  the  faid  iloop  and  cargo  were  car- 
ried, to  hear  and  determine  caufes  civil  and  maritime,  where  a 
procefs  ought  to  be  inftituted  to  confirm  the  recapture,  and  adjuil 
the  falvage. 

The  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  colonel  Maxwell 
brought  in  their  report ;  whereupon 

Refolvedy  That  Mr.  Thomas  Lowry,  commifTary  for  the  battali- 
ons in  New- Jerfey,be  directed  to  procure  all  neceflaries,  except  arms, 
for  colonel  Maxwell's  regiment  immediately ;  and  that  the  coil  of 
the  cloathing  and  other  articles  abfolutely  eflential,  which  the  non- 
commiflioned  officers  and  privates  are  to  pay  for,  be  by  the  faid 
commifTary  procured  forthwith,  the  coft  thereof  to  be  dedudled 
out  of  the  pay  of  the  faid  non-commiffioned  officers  and  foldiers ; 
and  that  the  convention  or  committee  of  fafety  of  New-Jcrfey 
get  the  arnis  already  ordered  with  all  poffible  expedition,  and  af- 
ford Mr.  Lowry  all  affiftance  in  the  execution  of  the  above  : 

That  the  company  in  the  faid  regiment  which  is  nearell  being 
furnifhed,  be  fupplied  by  any  arms  and  neceffaries  in  the  faid  bat- 
talion, and  marched  for  Canada,  and  that  the  other  companies  be 
furnifhed,  and  marched  as  foon  as  poffible. 

The  Congrefs  taking  into  confideration  the  letter  from  lord 
Stirling, 

Refolved^  That  the  private  adventures  of  the  captain  and  mates 
of  the  tranfport  Blue  Mountain  Valley  be  delivered  to  them,  and 
that  they  be  permitted  to  return  to  England. 

The  delegates  for  Maflachufett's-Bay  laid  before  Congrefs  an 
account  of  their  appointment,  by  which  it  appears,  that  the  hon. 
John  Hancock,  Efq.  Samuel  Adams,  John  Adams,  Robert  Treat 
Paine,  Mr.  Eldrige  Gerry,  Efqrs.  are  eledled  to  reprefent  the 
faid  colony  in  Congrefs,  for  the  year  1776. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow, 

Thursday 
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Thursday,  February  i.  1776. 

Refolved,  That  an  order  be  drawn  on  the  treafurers  In  favour  of 
the  delegates  of  Virginia,  for  the  fura  of  333 1  dollars,  f6r  the  ufe 
of  Mr.  J.  Walker,  one  of  the  commiffioners  for  indian  affairs  in 
the  fouthern  department,  the  faid  delegates  to  be  accountable. 

Refolvedy  That  a  member  be  added  to  the  committee  on  the  ftatc 
of  the  treafury,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Cufhing: 

The  member  chofen,  Mr.  S.  Adams. 

Refoivedi  That  general  Prefcot  be  allowed  the  attendance  of  hia 
fervant,  and  of  a  phyfician,  in  cafe  his  health  require  it. 

Rejohed,  That  the  committee  of  fafety  for  Pennfylvania  be  de- 
fired  to  take  the  parole  of  fuch  officers  who  are  prifoners  now  in 
Philadelphia,  and  order  them  to  their  refpeAive  places  of  refi- 
dence. 

The  CongreCs  took  into  confideratlon  the  report  of  the  commit- 
tee on  eftablifhing  pofts  and  expreffes,  and  after  debate, 

Refohedy  That  the  farther  confideration  thereof  be  poftponed; 
and  that  in  the  mean  while  Dr.  Franklin  be  directed  to  write  to 
the  poft-mafters,  and  enquire  on  what  terms  expreffes  can  be  pro* 
cured. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Friday,  February  2.  1776. 

Two  letters  from  general  Schuyler  dated  2  2d  and  25th  January., 
accompanied  with  an  account  of  his  expedition  to  Tryon  county, 
and  enclofmg  fundry  difpatches  from  Canada,  and  other  papers, 
being  received,  were  read,  and  referred  to  Mr.  Wythe,  Mr.  E. 
Rutledge,  and  Mr.  M^Kean. 

A  receipt  of  general  Schuyler  for  £.  7829  :  9  :  o  Pennfylvania 
currency,  equal  to  20878.5  dollars,  fent  him  by  order  of  the  30th 
of  December  was  laid  before  Congrefs. 

A  letter  from  colonel  Wayne  being  read, 

Refohedi  That  colonel  Wayne  be  direfted  to  quarter  his  batta- 
lion in  and  near  Chefter,  until  the  farther  orders  of  Congrefs,  or 
of  a  committee  of  Congrefs,  for  that  purpofe  appointed. 

Ordered^  That  the  fecretary  deliver  Mr.  J.  Meafe  a  copy  of  co- 
lonel Wayne's  letter,  fo  far  as  refpe6ls  the  fupplying  his  battalion 
with  neceffarles. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  memorial  of  M.  Afpden  was  refer- 
red, brought  in  their  report,  whereupon, 

Refolved^  That  Mr.  Matthias  Afpden  be  permitted  to  export  in  ■ 
the  floop  Tryal,  configned  to  him  from  Port  au  Prince,  the  pro- 
duce or  manufatlures  of  thefe  colonies,  (horned  cattle,  fheep,  hogs, 
poultry,  and  lumber  for  making  cafl^s  excepted)  to  Port  au  Prince, 
to  the  amount  of  1800  pounds,  Pennfylvania  currency  : 

That  the  above  permifiion  be  not  drawn  into  precedent,  and* 

that 
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that  Mr.  Afpden  take  every  poflible  precaution  to  avoid  all  Britifii 
men  of  war  and  cutters  on  the  voyage. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  memorial  of  Keppele  and  Stein- 
metz  was  referred,  brought  in  their  report,  whereupon 

Rejolved,  That  the  Memorialifts  have  nojuil  claim  to  fatisfafti- 
on  or  reparation  for  the  lofs  of  their  fhip  and  cargo,  feized  by  one 
of  the  king's  (hips  of  war,  and  detained  by  admiral  Greves  and  ge- 
neral Howe,  either  out  of  the  continental  treafury,  or  out  of  the 
value  of  the  cloathing  fent  hither  to  fupply  the  Britifh  troops  at 
Bofton,  and  intercepted  and  difpofed  of  to  the  ufe  of  the  Ameri- 
can army. 

Refolved^  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  take  an 
account  of  the  prifoners,  the  names  of  the  officers,  and  their  places 
of  refidence,  and  report  the  fame  to  Congrefs  : 

The  members  chofen,Mr.  M'Kean,  Mr.  Smith,  and  Mr.  Wifner. 

A  memorial  from  the  rev.  Mr.  Samfon  Occuni  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  committee  on  indian  affairs. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday  next. 

Monday,  February  5.  1776. 

Refolvedy  That  general  Schuyler  be  direfied  to  have  the  arms 
of  fuch  of  the  troops  marching  to  Canada,  as  pafs  through  Al- 
bany, carefully  examined  there;  and  fuch  of  them  as  are  deficient 
and  want  repair  exchanged  for  the  good  efie6live  arms  taken  from 
the  tories,  and  to  order  thole  exchanged  and  left,  to  be  repaired. 

The  committee  to  whom  general  Schuyler's  letters  were  refer- 
red, brought  in  their  report,  which  was  taken  into  confideration, 
and  thereupon, 

Refolved,  That  general  Schuyler  has  proceeded  in  difarming 
fuch  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Tryon,  in  the  colony  of  New- 
York,  as  were  difaffedled,  and  providing  for  the  future  tran- 
quility of  thofe  parts,  with  fidelity,  prudence,  and  difpatch,  and 
at  the  fame  time  with  a  proper  temper  towards  that  deluded 
people,  and  thereby  performed  a  meritorious  fervice  : 

That  the  cheerfulnefs  and  ready  afliftance  of  thofe  who  accom- 
panied general  Schuyler  in  his  march  to  the  county  of  Tryon,  and 
their  uieful  fervices  in  that  expedition,  difcovered  fuch  a  patriotic 
fpirit,  that  it  is  hoped  none  of  them  will  allow  their  countrymen 
to  entertain  a  fufpicion  that  any  ignoble  motive  aftuated  them,  by 
requiring  a  pecuniary  reward,  efpecially  when  they  were  employed 
in  fupprefiing  a  mifchief  in  their  own  neighbourhood  : 

That  the  refolution  of  Congrefs  of  the  8th  of  lafl  month,  for 
fending  fhip-wrights  from  the  cities  of  New-York  and  Philadel- 
phia, to  build  batteaus  at  Ticonderoga,  be  fuperfeded ;  and  that 
general  Schuyler  be  defired  to  employ  any  fuch  artificers,  as  he 
ihall  think  proper,  in  that  bufinefs: 

That  general  Schuyler  be  defired  to  iffue  warrants  forcompleat- 

ing 
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ing  the  regiment  direfted  to  be  ralfed  In  New- York  for  the  fervicc 
of  Canada  5  and  that  it  be  recommended  to  the  convention  of  that 
colony  to  appoint  fuch  officers  thereof,  as  general  Schuyler  hath 
no;ninated : 

That  the  appointments  by  general  Schuyler  of  Mr.  Hubbard 
Brown  to  be  conduitor  of  artillery,  Gyfbert  Marfelis,  Efq.  to  be 
barrack-mailer,  Mr.  Peter  Schuyler  to  take  charge  of  the  arms, 
and  Mr.  Philip  Van  Ranfelair,  to  be  ftore-keeper  at  Albany,  be 
confirmed ;  and  that  general  Schuyler  be  delired  to  inform  Con- 
gxefs  of  the  proper  falaries  to  be  annexed  to  thofe  offices  : 

That  General  Schuyler  be  defired  to  procure  fldlful  perfons  to 
affift  general  Woofter  in  exploring  the  river  St.  Lawrence,  and  to 
■conftrudl  the  armed  boats  to  be  kept  there,  according  to  a  former 
refolution  ofCongrefs: 

Thatthe  bounty  given  by  general  Schuyler  for  encouraging  men 
to  enter  into  the  Canadian  fervice  be  approved,  in  confideration  of 
the  fevere  climate  and  inclement  feafon : 

That  by  the  refolution  of  Congrefs  of  the  8th  of  laft  month, 
refpe<5ting  the  provifions  and  llores  to  be  fent  to  fort  George,  it 
was  intended  as  general  Schuyler  underftood  it,  that  he  fhould  bf 
.  iupplied  with  fuch  of  thofe  articles  as  he  Ihould  require  : 

That  general  Schuyler  be  delired  to  employ  fuch  batteau-men 
as  are  in  or  near  Albany,  inftead  of  thofe  it  was  recommended  to 
the  convention  of  New- York  to  procure,  upon  the  beft  terms  he 
can,  and  to  acquaint  Congrefs  for  what  wages  they  will  ferve: 

That  captain  Wyncoop  be  employed  under  commo- 

dore Douglafs,  in  the  naval  department. 

Ordered^  That  general  Schuyler's  narrative  of  his  march  into 
Tryon  county  be  publilhed  in  the  news-papers. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  memorial  of  Samfon  Occum,  one 
of  the  Mohegan  Indians,  in  Conne6;icut,  was  referred,  brought 
in  their  report;  whereupon, 

Refolvedy  That  a  friendly  commerce  between  the  people  of  the 
United  Colonies  and  the  Indians,  and  the  propagation  of  thegof- 
,  pel,  and  the  cultivation  of  the  civil  arts  among  the  latter,  may 
produce  many  and  ineftimable  advantages  to  both  ;  and  that  the 
commiffioners  for  indian  affairs  be  defired  to  confider  of  proper 
places  in  their  refpeftive  departments  for  the  refidence  of  minifters 
and  fchoolmailers,  and  report  the  fame  to  Congrefs  : 

That  the  commiffioners  for  Indian  affairs  in  the  northern  de- 
partment be  defired  to  enquire  of  Mr.  Jacob  Fowler  of  the  Mon- 
tauke  tribe  of  Indians  on  Long-Ifland,  and  Mr.  Jofeph  Johnfon 
of  the  Mohegan,  upon  what  terms  they  will  refide  among  the  Six 
Nations  of  Indians,  and  I'nftruft  them  in  the  Chriftian  religion. 

Refolved,  That  Mr.  Dohicky  Arundel,  who  was  recommended 

to  the  notice  of  Congrefs  by  Mr.  Lewis,  be  defired  to  repair  to 

general  Schuyler,  and  that  general  Schuyler  be  direidled  to  exa- 
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mine  him,  and  if  he  finds  him  capable,  and  fuitably  qualiiied,  to 
employ  him  in  the  artillery  fervice  in  Canada. 

Dr.  Cadwallader  having,  in  a  letter  to  the  prelident,  reprefent- 

ed,  that  being  fent  for  by  general  Prefect  laft  Saturday  night,  he 

found  him  in  a  dangerous  ftate  of  health ;  and  farther  exprefiing  an 

apprehenfion,  that  the  dampnefs  of  the   room  may  endanger  the 

'  general's  life,  if  he  remains  there  long  ;     it  was  thereupon 

Refojved^  That  Dr.  Cadwallader  be  defired  to  have  proper  lodg- 
ings provided  for  general  Prefcot ;  and  that  general  Prefect  be 
removed  from  the  goal  to  faid  lodgings,  and  there  kept  under  a 
guard  : 

That  the  commanding  officer  of  the  troops  in  the  barracks  of 
Philadelphia,  be  direfted  to  keep  a  proper  guard  over  general 
Prefcot. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Tuesday,  February  6.  1776. 
A  letter  from  the  committee  of  fafety  for  New- York  was  read* 
informing  that  general  Clinton  arrived  there  on  the  4th  inft.  but 
that  it  was  apprehended  his  deftination  was  to  the  fouthward. 

Orderedy  That  a  copy  of  faid  letter  be  fent  to  the  fouthern  co- 
lonies. 

The  Congrefs  being  informed  that  colonel  Heard  having  per- 
formed the  fervice  enjoined  him,  was  ready  to  make  report  of  his 
proceedings;  - 

Refohed,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  confer 
with  colonel  Heard,  and  receive  his  report. 

•      The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Crane,  Mr.  E.  Rutledge,  and  Mr. 
M'Kean. 

A  petition  from  fundry  captains  of  the  New-Jerfey  battalions 
was  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read,  whereupon  ; 

Refolved,  That  the  fum  of  one  dollar,  and  one  third  of  a  dollar, 
be  allowed  to  the  officers  of  the  two  firft  New-Jerfey  battalions, 
for  every  recruit  by  them  raifed,  and  that  has  paffed  mufter. 

A  letter  from  the  committee  of  Reading  in  Berks  county,  was 
read,  mentioning  the  arrival  of  a  number  of  prifoners,  and  defiring 
to  know  how  they  are  to  be  fupported  ; 

Refolved,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  the  committee  appointed 
to  contrail:  for  fupplying  the  prifoners. 

Refolved,  That  two  members  be  added  to  the  faid  committee  m 
the  room  of  thofe  abfent. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Wilfon  and  Mr.  Wolcott. 
The  committee  on  the  regulations  of  trade  after  the  firfl  of  March 
next,  brought  in  their  report,  which  was  read. 

Refolved,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  Thurfday  next,  then  to 
be  confidered  in  a  committee  of  the  whole. 

Refolved,  That  general  Schuyler  be  defired  to  encourage  futlers 

to 
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to  attend  the  army  in  Canada ;  and  that  they  return  fuch  fpecie  as 
they  fhall  receive  for  the  articles  they  fupply  it  with,  to  the  com- 
mifiary,  who  {hall  draw  orders,  counterfigned  by  the  general, 
for  the  amount  thereof,  upon  the  Prelident ;  by  which  a  fufficlent 
flock  may  be  in  hand  to  pay  off  the  foldiers,  and  the  rifle  and  ex- 
pence  offending  money  for  that  purpofe  may  be  avoided. 

The  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  colonel  Heard,  laid 
before  Congrefs  a  lift  of  nineteen  perfons  taken  into  cuftody  by  him 
agreeable  to  the  orders  of  Congrefs,  and  brought  to  Philadelphia: 
alfo  two  oaths  taken  by  a  number  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Long  If- 
land  ;  one  upon  delivering  up  their  arms,  and  the  other  refpe^ing 
their  future  condu6:. 

The  names  of  the  prifoners  are,  Benjamin  Whitehead,  Jofeph 
French,  John  Polhemus,  Nathaniel  Moor,  Samuel  Hallet,  Willi- 
am Weyman,  John  Shoals,  John  Willet,  Gilbert  Van  Wyck,  Da- 
niel KifTam,  Jacob  Mott,  Gabriel  G.  Ludlow,  Charles  Hicks, 
Samuel  Martin,  Samuel  Clowes,  Thomas  Smith,  George  Weeks, 
David  Brooks,  John  Townfend. 

Refolvedi  That  the  faid  prifoners  be  fent  to  New- York,  and  de- 
livered to  the  order  of  the  convention  of  that  colony,  who  are  re- 
quefted  to  confine  or  fecure  the  faid  prifoners,  until  an  enquiry  be 
had  by  the  convention  into  their  conduft,  and  report  thereof  made 
to  this  Congrefs. 

Ordered  J  That  the  committee  confer  with  colonel  Heard  about 
the  mode  of  fending  the  prifoners  to  New- York. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported  that  there  Is  due. 

To  George  Kennedy,  on  fundry  certificates  by  him  produced 
the  fum  of  427.1  dollars,  of  which  338.9  dollars  being  for  riffles, 
&c.  furnifhed  to  captain  Morgan's  company  of  rifflemen  from  Vir- 
ginia, ought  to  be  charged  to  faid  company,  and  the  remainder 
to  the  continent. 

Ordered f  That  the  fame  be  paid. 

Refolvedi  That  a' committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  bring  in  a 
refolution  refpedling  the  exportation  of  naval  llores  for  the  public 
fervice. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Hewes,  Mr.  Lewis,  Mr.  Ward,  Mr 
Paine,  and  Mr.  S.  Adams 
'    Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Wednesday,  February  7.  1776. 
Refolved,  That  an  order  be  drawn  on   the   trcafurers  in  favour 
of  Peter  Webbers,  an  exprefs,  for  the  fum  of  8  dollars,  for  the 
time  he  has  been  detained  in  town. 

Two  letters  from  Lord  Stirling,  one  of  the  2d  and  the  other  of 
the  5th  of  this  month,  with  ftmdry  papers  enclofed  were  read. 
Refolved,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three. 
The  members  chofen, Mr.  Chafe,  Mr.  Rutledge,and  Mr.  Wythe. 

The 
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The  Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  commit- 
tee on  the  letter  from  the  committee  of  fafety  for  New-Jerfey,  rc- 
fpe6;ing  the  prifoners;  and  after  debate, 

Refohffdi  That  the  fame  be  re-committed  to  the  committee  who 
brought  it  in,  and  to  the  committee  appointed  to  take  an  account 
of  the  prifoners  : 

That  it  be  an  inftruftion  to  the  committee  to  examine  the  capi- 
tulations entered  into  with  the  prifoners  at  the  time  of  their  fur- 
render,  to  have  the  paroles  of  the  officera  taken,  to  order  them  to 
their  refpeftive  places  of  refidence,  to  fee  that  the  capitulations  be 
duly  obferved,  and  the  orders  of  Congrefs  refpefling  the  prifoners 
pun6lually  carried  into  execution,  and  finally  to  make  a  return  to 
Congrefs  of  the  paroles  of  the  officers,  their  names  and  places  of 
refidence,  and  alfo  the  number  of  privates  and  where  placed. 

As  only  three  of  the  former  committees  are  now  prefent,  viz. 
Mr.  Adams,  Mr.. M'Kean,  and  Mr.  Smith  : 
.    Refolvedy  That  two  more  be  added. 
The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Wilfon  and  Mr.  Wolcott. 
Refolved,  That  an  order  be  drawn  on  the  treafurers  in  favour  of 
Mr.  James  Meafe,  for  the  fum  of  io,oc:50  dollars,  for  the  ufe  of  the 
battalions  ordered  to  be  raifed.  in  Pennfylvania,  he  to  be  account- 
able : 

That  a  like  order  be  drawn  in  favour  of  the  naval  committee,  for 
the  fum  of  20,000  dollars,  to  enable  %hem  to  difcbarge  the  debts 
by  them  contra6led,  the  faid  committee  to  be  accountable  : 

That  the  fum  of  250,000  dollars  be  fent  to  the  pay-mafter  ge- 
neral, for  the  life  of  the  army  at  Cambridge. 

The  committee  on  the  letter  from  Reading  reported,  that  they 
have  had  a  conference  with  David  Franks,  Efq.  agent  to  the  con- 
trasftors  for  victualling  the  king's  troops,  who  fays  he  will  order 
rations  to  be  iffued  to  the  prifoners  lately  broiight  to  Reading  ; 
whereupon, 

Refolved,  That  D.  Franks,  pfq.  be  permitted  to  victual  the 
prifoners  at  Reading,  and  to  fell  his  bills  to  defray  the  expence 
thereof: 

That  direftions  be  given  to  Henry  Holler  to  furnifti  faid  prifon- 
ers with  fuel  and  other  neceflaries. 

A  memorial  from  Murray,  Sanfom,  and  co.  Jacob  Watfon,  and 
Frederic  Rhinelander  of  the  city  of  New- York,  was  prefentcd  to 
Congrefs  and  read. 

.    Refolved,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three. 
The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Lee,  Mr.  Nelfon,  and  Mr.  Read. 
A  petition  of  Pierre  L'Farque  being  prefented  to  Congrefs  and 
read, 

Refolved y  That  it  be  referred  to  the  fecret  committee* 
Refolvedy  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  examine 
the  Journals  and  report  a  lift  of  the  matters  yet  unfinifhed.] 
'  The 


February,   1776.  53 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  E.  Rutledge,  Mr.  Duane,  and  Mr.» 

Smith. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Thursday,  February  8.  1776. 

Refolvedf  That  the  money  voted  yeiierday  be  fent  to  the  pay- 
mafter  general,  under  the  care  of  colonel  Bull,  and  two  other 
trufty  perfons. 

The  treafurers  tranfmltted  to  Congrefs  an  account  of  fundry 
^draughts  by  them  paid,  viz. 

1775.  Auguft  23.  One  in  favour  of  John  Meafe  by  general 
Wafhington,  for  266|  dollars. 

Nov.  27.  One  in  favour  of  Dr.  Franklin,  by  James  Warren, 
for  7 1 1 1  dollars. 

1776.  Feb- -2.  One  in  favour  of  Cox  and  Furman,  by  ditto,  for 
1000  dollars. 

Feb.  6.  One  in  favour  of  John  Beane,  by  ditto,  for  750  dollars. 
Ordered,  That  the  above  fums  be  charged  to  the  account  of 
James  Warren,  the  pay-mafter  general. 

Refolvedy  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  contra(Et 
with  a  proper  perfon  to  fupply  colonel  Wayne's  battalion  with  the 
rations  allowed  them: 

Alfo  with  a  proper  perfon  to  fupply  the  Pennfylvania  troops 
on  the  weft  fide  of  the  Sufquehannah  ;  and  with  a  proper  perfon 
to  fupply  the  battalion  ordered  to  be  raifed  in  the  counties  on  De» 
lawarC;,  while  in  that  government. 

The  membero  chofen,  Mr.  Morton,  Mr.  Lewis,  and  Mr.  Wilfon. 
The  committee  of  claims  reported  that  there  is  due. 
To  Tench  Tilghman,  for  efcorting  money  from  Philadelphia  to 
general  Schuyler,  the  fum  of  286.9  dollars. 

To  Azariah  Dunham  on  fundry  certificates  for  provifions  to  fe- 
-  veral  riffle  companies,  25.8  dollars. 

To  Melchior  Meng,  for  waggon-hire,  in  carrying  money  to 
Cambridge,  the  fum  of  76  dollars. 

To  Mofes  Gale,  for  the  entertainment  of  captain  Cluggage's 
company  of  riffle-men,  9.7  dollars,  to  be  paid  to  Henry  Wifner, 
Efq. 

To  John  B.  Scot,  for  expences  in  conducing  general  Prefcot 
from  Trenton  to  Philadelphia,   14.3  dollars. 

To  George  Bunner,  for  waggon  hire,  in  carrying  money  from 
Philadelphia  to  general  Schuyler,  laft  November,  39  dollars. 

To  Dennis  Sneeden,  for  ferriage,  provifions,  &c.  the  fum  of 
50.6  dollars,  to  be  paid  to  John  Alfop,  Efq. 

To  Jefle  Jones  for  horfe-hire,  8.7  dollars,  to  be  paid  to  Mr. 
Dealing. 

To  Mark  Bird  for  neceffaries  to  prifoners,  5.8  dollars. 
To  George  Meade  and  co.  on  feveral  certificates,   104.4  doll^rtj, 

of 


54  Journals   of  Congress. 

of  which  99.2  being  for  rifles  furniflied  to  captain  H.  Stevenfon's 
company,  ought  to  be  charged  to  faid  company. 

Ordered.^  That  the  above  accounts  be  paid. 

The  committee  farther  reported,  that  Mr.  M'Kean  had  laid  be- 
fore them  an  account  of  the  application  of  40  dollars  put  into  his 
hands  by  Congrefs,  by  which  it  appears  that  there  remains  in  his 
hands  the  fum  of  15.4  dollars. 

Ordered^  That  the  fame  be  paid  to  Timothy  Matlack,  he  to  be 
accountable. 

The  committee  on  the  difpofition  of  the  prifoners  reported  the 
form  of  a  parole  to  be  figned  by  the  officers,  which  being  read  was 
agreed  to,  as  follows  : 

I  being  made  a  prifoner  of  war  by  the  army  of  the 

thirteen  United  Colonies  in  North-America,  do  promife  and  en- 
gage, on  my  word  and  honour,  and  on  the  faith  of  a  gentleman, 
to  depart  from   hence  immediately  to  in  the  province  of 

being  the  place  of  my  election;  and  there,  or  within 
'  fix  miles  thereof,  to  remain  during  the  prefent  war  between  Great- 
Britain  and  the  faid  United  Colonies,  or  until  the  Congrefs  of  the 
faid  United  Colonies,  fhall  order  otherwife  ;  and  that  I  will  not 
direftly  or  indireftly,  give  any  intelligence  whatfoever  to  the  ene- 
mies of  the  United  Colonies,  or  do  or  fay  any  thing  in  oppofition 
to,  or  in  prejudice  of,  the  meafures  and  proceedings  of  anyCon- 
o-refs  for  the  faid  Colonies,  during  the  prefent  troubles,  or  until 
I  am  duly  exchanged  or  difcharged. 

Given  under  my  hand,  this        day  of  A.  D. 

The  fecret  committee,  to  whom  the  petition  of  Mr.  Pierre 
L'Farque  was  referred,  brought  in  their  report;   whereupon, 

i?^^6Y7,ThatMr.PierreL'Farquebe  permitted toload  the  floop, 
in  which  he  imported  a  fmall  quantity  of  powder  and  arms,  with 
the  produce  of  thefe  colonies,  (horned  cattle,  fheep,  hogs,  poul- 
try, and  lumber  for  making caflcs  excepted)  and  export  the  fame 
to  Martinique.  And  that  the  faid  Mr.  Pierre  L'Farque  do  take 
every  poflible  precaution  to  avoid  all  Britifh  men  of  war  and  cut- 
ters on  the  voyage,  and  ufe  his  utmoft  endeavours  to  import  into 
thefe  colonies  the  powder  and  arms  mentioned  in  his  memorial, 
and  propofed  to  be  imported  by  him. 

The  committee  on  the  memorial  of  Sanfom,  Murray,  and  co. 
&c.  brought  in  their  report,  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie 

on  the  table- 

A  memorial  from  the  committee  of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania,  re- 
fpecling;  the  creeling  of  powder-mills,  was  prefented  to  Congrefs 

and  read  ; 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Refolved,  That  an  order  be  drawn  on  the  treafurers  in  favour  of 
Dohicky  Arundel,  for  the  fum  of  100  dollars,  and  that  he  be  di- 
rected immediately  to  repair  to  general  Schuyler  : 

That 
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That  a  quarter  caflc  of  powder  be  delivered  to  captain  Craig  of 
colonel  St.  Clair's  battalion,  for  the  ufe  of  his  company: 

That  the  fum  of  12,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  convention 
or  committee  of  fafety  of  Nevsr^York,  for  the  ufe  of  the  four  bat- 
talions ordered  to  be  raifed  there ;  that  the  fame  be  tranfmitted  by 
the  deleg^ates  of  that  colony,  the  faid  convention  or  committee  of 
fafety  to  be  accouutable. 

A  memorial   from  Dr.  Connolly,  together  w^ith  a  letter  from 
'  Dr.  Benjamin  Rufh,  refpefting  the  ftate  of  faid  Connolly's  health, 
was  prefented  to  Congrefs  and  read;  w^hereupon 

Refohed,  That  the  faid  J.  Connolly  be  allowed  at  fuitable  times 
to  walk  in  the  Prifon-yard  or  hall,  the  goal-keeper  taking  efpecial 
care  to  prevent  his  efcape. 

The  inhabitants  of  Richmond  county  in  the  colony  of  New- 
York,  having  refufed  to  fend  deputies  to  reprefent  them  in  pro- 
vincial convention,  and  otherwife  manifefted  their  enmity  and  op- 
pofition  to  the  fyftem  and  meafures  adopted  for  prefervingj  the  li- 
berties of  America;  and  as  a  juft  punifhment  for  their  inimical 
conduft,  the  inhabitants  of  that  colony,  having  been  prohibited 
by  the  convention  from  all  intercourfe  and  dealings  with  the  inha- 
bitants of  the  faid  county,  and  this  Congrefs  being  informed  by 
the  committee  of  fafety  of  that  colony,  that  the  freeholders  of  the 
faid  county  did  afterwards,  without  any  oppofition,  eletl  deputies 
to  reprefent  them  in  provincial  convention;  but  as  the  proceedings 
againfl:  them  had  been  fubmitted  to  the  confideration  of  Congrefs, 
it  was  apprehended  the  deputies  could  not  be  received,  until  the 
fenfe  of  Congrefs  thereupon  fhould  be  communicated. 

Refohed  therefore.  That  it  be  referred  to  the  faid  provincial 
convention  to  take  fuch  meafures  refpefting  the  admiflion  of  the 
deputies,  and  revoking  the  Interdift  againfl  the  inhabitants  of  faid 
county,  as  they  (hall  judge  moft  expedient;  provided  that  the  faid 
deputies  and  major  part  of  the  inhabitants  of  faid  county  fhall  fub- 
fcribe  the  AJTociation  entered  into  in  that  colony. 

Refohed,  That  Monday  the  19th  day  of  this  Month  be  alligned 
for  Dr.  Smith  to  deliver  a  funeral  oration  in  honour  of  general 
Montgomery,  and  of  thofe  officers  and  foldiers  who  fo  magnani- 
moufly  fought  and  fell  with  him  in  maintaining  the  principles  of 
Americi^n  liberty. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Friday,    Fehriiary  9,    1776. 
Mr.  Elbridfre    Gerry  from  the  Maffachufets  Bay  attended  and 
produced  a  certificate  of  the  appointment  of  delegates  from  that  co- 
lony; which  was  read,  and  is  as  follows  : 

"   In   Council,  January    18,    1776. 
Whereas  John   Hancock,  Sam.uel  Adams,  John   Adams,  Ro- 
bert Treat   Paine,    and   Eibridge   Gerry,    Eiquire,     have  been 

chofen 
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chofen  by  joint  ballot  of  the  two  houfes  of  affembly,  to  rcprefent 
the  colony  of  MalTachufetts-Bay  in  New-England,  in  the  Ameri- 
can Congrefs,  until  the  firft  day  of  January,  A.  D.    1777. 

Refohed,  That  they,  or  any  one  or  more  of  them,  are  hereby 
fully  empowered  with  the  delegates  from  the  other  American  co- 
lonies to  concert,  dire6t,  and  order  fuch  farther  meafures,  as  fhall 
to  them  appear  bell  calculated  for  the  eftablifhment  of  right  and 
liberty  to  the  American  colonies,  upon  a  bafis  permanent  and  fe- 
cure,  againft  the  power  and  art  of  the  Britifli  adminiftration,  and 
guarded  againft  any  future  encroachments  of  their  enemies,  with 
power  to  adjourn  to  fuch  times  and  places,  as  fliall  appear  moft 
conducive  to  the  public  fafety  and  advantage. 

Read  and  accepted.     Sent  doivnfor  Concurrence* 

John  Lowell,  Dep,  Sec»  pro  tetn. 

In  the  House  ^Representatives,  January  18,  1776. 
Read  and  concurred.     And  the  fecretary  is  hereby  dirediied,  as 
foon  as  may  be,  to  lignify  to  each  of  thofe  gentlemen   their  ap- 
pointment, with  an  attefted  copy  of  this  order.     Sent  up  for  Con- 
currence. 

James  Warren,  Speaker. 
///Council,  January  \%^   ^11^* 
Read  and  concurred* 

John  Lowell,  Dep.  Sec.  pro  tem» 
A  true  Copy^ 
Attefi.  Perez   Morton,  Dep.  Sec'^ 

Sundry  ktters  being  received,  were  laid  before  Congrefs  and 
read,  viz. 

Two  from  general  Wafhington,  one  of  the  24th  and  the  other 
of  30th  of  January,  enclofmg  a  copy  of  one  to  general  Schuyler, 
27th  January,  and  a  number  of  intercepted  letters  : 

Three  from  general  Schuyler,  29th  and  31ft  January,  and  ill 
of  February,  enclofmg  copies  of  two  letters  from  colonel  Arnold, 
and  fundry  other  papers  : 

One  from  governor  Trumbull,  3d  February,  with  fundry  pa- 
pers enclofed ; 

Refohedy  That  the  foregoing  letters  be  referred  to  a  committee 
of  five. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Chafe,  Mr.  J.  Adams,  Mr.  Penn, 
Mr.  Wythe,  and  Mr.   Rutledge. 

Two  letters  from  the  convention  of  New-Jerfey,  of  the  6th  of 
February  were  read  ;  the  one  refpe^ling  tea,  was  referred  for  con- 
lideration  to  Monday  next ;  the  other  recommending  perfons  for 
field-ofRcers  of  the  third  battalion,  ordered  to  be  raifed  in  that 
colony  :  Whereupon  the  Congrefs  proceeded  to  eledtion,  and 

Elias  Dayton-  was  eleded  colonel. 

Anthony 
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Anthony  Walton  White,  lieutenant-colonel. 

Francis  Barber,  major. 

A  memorial  from  Mr.  Kirkland  was  prefented  to  Congrefs  and 
read. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Congrefs  taking  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee on  the  fecond  memorial  of  Sanfom,  Murray  and  company, 
&c. 

ReTolvedy  That  the  memorlalifts  be  permitted  to  make  fale  of 
their  cargo  of  wheat,  in  Connefticut,  or  elfe  to  proceed  on  their 
original  voyage  to  Falmouth  in  England,  and  a  market  under  the 
office,  papers  and  clearances,  which  the  faid  veffel  failed  with 
from  New- York  in  September  lafl ;  and  alfo  fubjeft  to  the  former 
reftridlions  of  Congrefs  refpe6ling  the  appointment  of  a  comman- 
der. 

The  Congrefs  being  informed  of  the  arrival  of  fome  arms,  pow- 
der and  faltpetre  : 

Refolved,  That  the  committee  appointed  on  the  13th  of  laft 
month  to  purchafe  the  faltpetre  then  imported,  &c.  be  directed 
and  impowered.to  take  every  neceffary  meafure  to  have  the  faltpe- 
tre now  arrived  manufadlured  into  gun-powder  with  all  poflible 
expedition  : 

That  two  tons  of  the  powder  now  arrived,  belonging  to  the 
United  Colonies,  be  delivered  to  the  committee  of  fafety  for  Penn- 
fylvania,  in  part  of  the  powder  borrowed  of  them  : 

That  one  ton  of  faid  powder  be  delivered  to  the  delegates  of 
North-Carolina,  in  confequence  of  a  former  order  of  Congrefs, 
which  has  not  yet  been  complied  with  : 

That  the  committee  appointed  for  manufacturing  the  faltpetre 
into  gun-powder  be  directed  to  enquire  into  the  Hate  and  quanti- 
ty of  the  arms,  powder  and  faltpetre  now  arrived,  and  report  to 
Congrefs. 

A  memorial  from  Stacy  Hepburn  was  prefented  to  Congrefs 
and  read. 

Refolved y  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  M*Kean,  Mr.  Nelfon,  and  Mr. 
Penn. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday  next. 

Monday,  February  12,  1776. 

A  letter  from  general  Lee,  dated  the  9th  inft.  being  received, 
was  read,  wherein  he  informs,  that  a  tranfport  with  troops  was 
arrived  at  New-York,  that  more  might  be  expe<5led,  and  there- 
fore that  a  farther  reinforcement  was  neceffary  to  fecure  and  de- 
fend that  place ;  whereupon, 

Refolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  convention  or  com- 
mittee of  fafety  of  New-Jerfey  immediately  to  fend  detachments  of 

Vol.  IL  H  their 
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tlieir  minute  men  equal  to  a  battalion,  under  proper  officers,  to 
New-York,  there  to  be  under  the  command  of  major  general  Lee ' 

That  it  be  alfo  recommended  to  the  committee  of  fafety  for 
Pennfylvania,  immediately  to  fend  detachments  of  the  four  bat- 
talions of  affociators  in  Philadelphia  to  New- York,  there  to  put 
themfelves  under  the  command  of  general  Lee. 

Refolvedy  That  the  colonels  of  the  battalions  ordered  to  be  raifed 
in  Pennfylvania,  be  directed  to  make  an  immediate  return  to  Con- 
grefs  of  the  men  inlifted,  the  places  where  they  now  are,  and  the 
manner  in  which  they  are  appointed. 

Refolved yT\i2ii  the  fecret  committee  be  direfted  to  fend  to  New- 
York  one  ton  of  the  powder  belonging  to  the  United  Colonies,  and 
that  the  fame  be  delivered  to  the  order  of  general  Lee  : 

That  the  faid  committee  be  empowered  to  purchafe  for  the  ufe 
of  the  United  Colonies,  on  the  beft  terms  they  can,  what  powder 
and  arms  arrive,  belonging  to  private  perfons  ;  and  that  they  fur<- 
nifh  with  good  arms  fuch  of. the  three  remaining  companies  of  the 
firft  Pennfylvania  battalion  deftined  for  Canada,  as  may  want  them, 
in  order  that  they  may  immediately  proceed  on  their  march. 

Refahedy  That  fifty  tons  of  falt-petre  be  delivered  by  the  fecret 
committee  to  the  committee  of  fafety  for  Pennfylvania,  who  are 
requefted  to  have  the  fame  manufaftured  into  gun-powder,  in  the 
<;heapeft  and  moft  expeditious  manner;  and  that  this  Congrefs  will 
confirm  any  contrails  made  for  the  above  purpofe: 

That  ten  tons  of  falt-petre  be  by  them  fent  to  Mr.  J.  R.  Living- 
fton's  mill  in  the  colony  of  New-York,  and  that  Mr.  Livingfton 
be  defired  to  manufacture  it  into  powder  as  foon  as  poffible,  and  to 
enlarge  his  works,  if  it  can  conveniently  be  done: 

That  ten  tons  of  falt-petre  be  alfo  by  them  fent  to  the  council  of 
the  colony  of  MafTachufetts-Bay,  and  that  they  be  defired  to  have 
it  manufaftured  into  gun-powder,  with  all  poffible  expedition,  and 
fent  to  general  Wafhington  for  the  ufe  of  the  army  under  his  com- 
mand. 

Refolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  committee  of  infpefti- 
on  for  the  county  of  Chefter,  to  aid  colonel  Wayne  in  procuring 
blankets  for  his  battalion. 

The  Congrefs  being  informed  that  a  gentleman  was  arrived  from 
Canada,  who  had  matters  of  importance  to  communicate  : 

Ordered,'Vh2i\.t\it  committee  of  correfpondence  confer  with  him, 
and  report  to  Congrefs- 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Tuesday,  February  13,  1776. 

Refolved,  That  an  order  be  drawn  on  the  treafurers  In  favour 
of  John  Chapman,  for  the  fum  of  8co  dollars,  to  difcharge  a 
draught  of  the  pay-mafter  general,  In  favour  of  William  Thom- 

fon 
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fon  Efq.  dated  the  28th  of  December  laft;  and  that  the  fame  be 
charged  to  the  account  of  the  pay-mafter  general. 
Sundry  letters  being  received  were  read,  viz. 
One  from  the  convention  of  New-Jerfey,  dated  the  loth,  and 
one  from  Meffrs.  Dayton  and  Barber  of  the  I2thj  and  one  from 
captain  John  Nevill,  dated  Pittfburgh,  of  the  lil  of  this  month, 
and  one  from  John  Gibfon,  dated  20th  of  January  laft. 

Refohed,  That  the  two  laft  letters  be  referred  to  the  committee 
on  the  Indian  affairs  in  the  middle  department: 

That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  take  into  confidera- 
don  the  two  former  letters. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  Bartlett,  and  Mr.  Adams, 

Refolved,  That  an  order  for  8000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  trea- 
furers  in  favour  of  the  committee  of  fafety  for  tht;  three  lower 
counties  on  Delaware,  for  the  ufe  of  the  battalion  raifing  in  that 
government,  the  faid  committee  to  be  accountable  : 

That  an  order  for  10,000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  treafurers  in 
favour  of  James  Meafe,  for  the  ufe  of  the  Pennfylvania  battalions ;. 
he  to  he  accountable: 

That  Mr.  Meafe  be  directed  to  fupply  the  troops  in  the  barracks 
near  Philadelphia,  with  wooden  bowls,  buckets,  and  other  necef- 
faries. 

Refolvedf  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  committee  of  fafety 
for  Pennfylvania,  in  cafe  the  barracks  near  Philadelphia  cannot 
contain  all  the  troops  raifed  in  faid  colony,  that  they  caufe  part  of 
them  to  be  quartered  in  the  peft-houfe  and  old  goal  of  this  city. 

Refohedy  That  an  order  be  drawn  on  the  treafurers,  in  favour 
of  colonel  Bull,  for  the  fum  of  150  dollars,  to  defray  his  expences 
in  carrying  money  to  Cambridge,  he  to  be  accountable. 

The  committee  on  the  petition  of  Stacy  Hepburn  brought  in 
their  report,  which  was  agreed  to,  as  follows  : 

That  the  faid  petitioner  be  permitted  to  load  the  floop  Dolphin 
with  the  produce  of  thefe  colonies,  (live  ftock  and  lumber  for 
making  caflis  excepted)  and  to  tranfport  the  fame  to  Hifpaniola, 
he  promifing  to  ufe  his  utmoft  endeavours  to  remit  the  amount  of 
faid  cargo  in  military  ftores,  into  fome  port  of  this  continent,  as 
foon  as  poffible. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  refolution  for  the  expor- 
tation of  naval  ftores  brought  in  the  fame,  which  was  agreed  to  as 
follows  : 

Refohedf  That  when  naval  ftores  ftiall  be  wanted  in  any  of  the 
United  Colonies,  the  affembly,  convention,  or  committee  of  fafety 
of  fuch  colony,  may  intruft  a  proper  perfon  or  perfons  to  import 
the  fame,  taking  fufficient  fecurity  of  him  or  them,  that  they  will 
faithfully  ufe  their  beft  endeavours  to  import  the  fame  into  fuch 
port  or  ports  as  the  faid  affembly,  convention,  or  committee  of 
ikfety  ihall  dired,  and  as  much  as  poffible  to  avoid  all  Britifti  men. 

of 
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of  war  and  cutters  ;  giving  him  or  them,  a  certificate  or  certifi- 
cates of  the  naval  ftores  wanted,  and  alfo  of  his  having  given  the 
faid  fecurity  :  And  that  it  be  recommended  to  the  convention, 
council  of  fafety,  and  committees  of  obfervation  and  infpedlion  of 
North-Carolina  upon  receiving  fuch  certificates,  to  permit  the  per- 
fon  or  perfons  producing  the  fame,  to  export  to  the  colony  apply- 
ing for  the  fame,  the  naval  ftores  v^anted  by  fuch  colony  : 

That  it  be  further  recommended  to  the  faid  convention,  council 
of  fafety,  and  committees  of  infpection  and  obfervation  in  North- 
Carolina,  to  give  permiffion  to  fuch  veffels  as  may  have  arrived  in 
that  colony  for  thofe  articles,  or  fuch  of  the  veffels  belonging  to 
that  colony,  as  they  may  think  proper,  to  export  naval  ftores  to 
any  of  the  United  Colonies,  taking  fecurity  as  in  the  other  cafes 
above  mentioned. 

Refohed,  That  the  pay  and  fubfiftance  of  tw^o  of  the  battalions 
ordered  to  be  raifed  in  the  colony  of  Virginia,  commence  from  the 
firft  day  of  November  laft  ;  from  which  tinie  they  have  been  in  ac- 
tual fervice. 

The  convention  of  Virginia   having  recommended  perfons  for 
field  officers  of  the  fix  battalions  ordered  to  be  raifed  in  that  colony, 
the  Gongrefs  proceeded  to  an  eledlion,  when 
Patrick  Henry,  Efq.  was  elefted  colonel  '^ 

William  Chriftian,  Efq  lieutenant  colonel  >  of  the  firft  battalion. 
Frank  Eppes,  Efq.  major.  j 

"William  Woodford,  Efq.  colonel  ") 

Charles  Scott,  Efq.  lieutenant-colonel    C  of  the  fecond  do. 
Alexander  Spotswood,  Efq.  major         j 
Hugh  Mercer,  Efq.  colonel  "^ 

George  Weedon,  Efq.  lieutenant-colonel  C  of  the  third  do. 
Thomas  Marftiall,  Efq.  major  j 

Adam  Stephen,  Efq.  colonel  S 

Ifaac  Reade,  Efq.  lieutenant-colonel        v  of  the  fourth  do." 
Robert  Lawfon,  Efq.  major.  j 

William  Peachy,  Efq.  colonel  ~^ 

William  Crawford,  Efq.  lieut.-colonel     C  of  the  fifth  do. 
Jofiah  Parker,  Efq.  major.  j 

Mordecai  Buckner,  Efq.  colonel  "^ 

Thomas  Elliot,  Efq.  lieutenant-colonel  v  of  the  fixth  do. 
James  Hendricks.  Efq.   major  __) 

Ordered y  That  the  prefident  fill  up  commiflions  to  the  above  offi- 
cers, and  that  he  fend  blank  commiffions  to  the  convention  of  Vir- 
ginia, to  be  by  them  filled  up  with  the  names  of  the  officers  ap- 
pointed by  them  in  the  faid  battalions,  under  the  rank  of  a  major. 

Refohed,  That  the  deputy  mufter-mafter  general  be  direfted  to 
jnufter  the  battalion  raifed  in  the  three  lower  counties  on  Dela- 
ware, and  alfo  thofe  raifed  in  P.ennfylyania,  and  make  return  to 
Congrefs. 

Refohed^ 
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Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to"  confider  in- 
to what  departments  the  middle  and  fouthern  colonies  ought  to 
be  formed,  in  order  that  the  military  operations  of  the  colonies 
may  be  carried  on  in  a  regular  and  fyftematic  manner. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Lynch,  Mr.  Wilfon,  Mr.  Penn, 
Mr.   Harrifon  and  Mr.  Alexander. 

Refolvedy  That  an  order  be  drawn  on  the  treafurers  in  favour  of 
,the  delegates  of  Virginia  for  the  fum  of  20,000  dollars  for  the  ufe 
of  the  battalions,  ordered  to  be  raifed  there,  the  convention  of 
that  colony  to  be  accountable. 

Refohed,  That  Mr.  M'Kean  be  defired  to  requed  the  commit- 
tee of  infpeftion  and  obfervation  for  the  city  and  liberties  of  Phi- 
ladelphia not  to  proceed  in  pafiing  any  cenfures  on  the  venders, 
and  ufers  of  tea,  till  further  orders  from  Congrefs. 

Refohedy  That  the  detachments  marching  from  Philadelphia  to 
New-York,  under  the  command  of  colonel  Dickinfon  be  allowed 
jfor  fubfiftance  while  on  their  march,  the  fum  of  one  dollar,  and 
one  third  of  a  dollar  per  week  for  each  of  the  privates,  and  non- 
commiffioned  officers  ;  and  that  the  commiffioned  officers  be  al- 
lowed in  proportion  according  to  the  rations  allotted  to  them,  and 
that  they  receive  the  fame  pay  as  the  four  Pennfylvania  battalions, 
from  the  time  they  begin  their  march. 

That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  confider  the  beft 
method  of  fubfifting  the  troops  in  New-York,  and  what  fum  of 
money  it  will  be  neceffary  to  fend  thither,  and  alfo  what  fum 
ought  to  be  advanced  to  colonel  Dickinfon. 

The  members  chofen  Mr.  Sherman,  Mr.  Duane  and  Mr. 
Wilfon. 

A  petition  from  Mr.  Bernard  Romans  was  prefented  to  Con- 
grefs and  read. 

Refolvedi  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  convention  of  New- 
York  to  pay  Mr.  Bernard  Romans  up  to  the  9th  day  of  the  pre- 
fent  month. 

Refohedy  That  an  order  for  600  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  trea- 
furers in  favour  of  Samuel  Fairlamb  (who  has  contradled  to  fup- 
ply  colonel  Wayne's  battalion,  quartered  in  and  near  Chefter  at 
the  rate  of  feven  ninetieths  of  a  dollar  per  ration)  to  enable  him  tQ 
execute  his  contrad,  he  to  be  accountable. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  an  addrefs  to  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  United  Colonies,  brought  in  a  draught  which  was 
read. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Refolved,  That  captain  Gordon  upon  giving  his  parole,  be  per- 
mitted, while  he  remains  in  town,  to  vifit  general  Prefect  at 
proper  feafons. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Wednesday, 
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Wednesday,  February  14,     1776. 

Refohedy  That  two  of  the  brafs  fix  pounders  at  New-York  be- 
longing to  the  United  Colonies,  be  fent  to  Virginia  for  the  ufe  of 
the  forces  there. 

Sundry  letters  being  received  were  read; 

One  from  general  Schuyler  of  the  7th  of  this  month  ;  one  from 
general  Wooiler  of  29  January,  and  one  from  general  Arnold  of 
24th  of  faid  month. 

Refohed,  That  the  foregoing  letters  with  the  papers  enclofed, 
be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Wythe,  Mr.  J.  Adams  and  Mr. 
Chafe. 

A  letter  from  the  committee  of  Amboy  dated  loth  of  this 
month,  was  read  and  referred  for  confideration  till  to-morrow. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported  that  there  is  due. 

To  John  Ware  for  conduding  a  French  gentleman  from  Har- 
wlck  townfhip  in  SufTex  county  to  Philadelphia,  the  fum  of  13.2 

dollars. 

Ordered,  that  the  fame  be  paid. 

Application  being  made  by  fome  of  the  mailer  carpenters  em- 
ployed in  building  the  continental  frigates  to  fome  members  of 
this  houfe,  informing  that  about  fifty  of  their  journeymen  and  ap- 
prentices had  engaged  as  voluntlers  to  march  with  the  battalion  of 
afibciators  for  New- York,  and  that  .their  zeal  for  the  public  fer- 
vice  was  fuch,  that  they  cannot  be  perfuaded  to  defift  by  any  ar- 
guments or  influence  of  faid  builders ; 

Refohed,  That  the  fpirit  and  zeal  of  the  faid  journeymen  and 
apprentices  is  highly  approved  of  by  Congrefs  ;  but  neverthelefs  it 
is  the  opinion  of  thid  Congrefs,  that  the  public  will  be  more  ef- 
fentially  fervedby  their  continuing  at  work  on  the  faid  continental 
frigates,  and  that  therefore  all  the  carpenters  journeymen  and  ap- 
prentices employed  as  aforefaid  be  requefted  to  remain  in  that  fer- 
vice,  as  there  is  no  doubt  but  other  aifociators  will  complete  the 
number  wanted. 

The  Congrefs  refolved  Itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to 
take  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  regula- 
tions and  reftriaions  under  which  the  ports  fliould  be  opened  after 
the  firft  day  of  March  next,  and  after  fome  time  fpent  thereon 
the  prefident  refumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Ward  reported,  that  the 
committee  had  taken  into  confideration  the  matter  referred  to 
them,  but  not  having  come  to  a  conclufion,  defired  leave    to  fit 

""  Refohed,  That  this  Congrefs  will  to-morrow  refolve  itfelf  into 
a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  farther  confideration  the 
report  of  the  committee  on  the  reftridions  and  regulations  of  trade 
after  the  firft  of  March  next. 

The 
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The  committee  of  correfpondence,  who  were  ordered  to  confer 
with  the  gentleman  from  Canada,  brought  in  their  report  which 
was  read. 

Rejolveds  That  the  confideration  thereof  be  referred  till  to- 
morrow. 

The  committee  appointed  to  confider  the  beft  method  of  fubfift- 
ing  the  troops  in  New-York,  laid  their  report  on  the  table. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Thursday,  February  15,   1776. 

Refohedi  That  the  fecret  committee  deliver  one  hundred  and 
fifty  Hand  of  arms  to  colonel  Maxwell,  for  the  ufe  of  fuch  of  the 
companies  of  his  battalion  as  want  them,  in  order  that  they  may 
immediately  proceed  to  Canada. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  letters  from  the  convention  of 
New-Jerfey,  and  from  the  field  officers  of  the  third  battalion, 
ordered  to  be  raifed  in  that  colony,  were  referred,  brought  ix\ 
their  report,  which  was  read  and  agreed  to  as  follows  : 

Refol-Qed,  That  colonel  Heard  be  directed  to  furnidi  colonel 
Dayton  with  fuch  of  the  arms  lately  brought  from  Long-Ifland, 
as  are  or  may  be  made  lit  for  fervice,  or  fo  many  of  them  as  colo- 
nel Dayton  may  defire : 

That  30,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  Thomas  Lowry  on  ac- 
count ;  and  that  he  be  fully  authorized  to  procure  all  necelTaries 
(except  arms)  ordered  by  Congrefs,  for  the  three  battalions  raifed 
or  to  be  raifed  in  the  colony  of  New-Jerfey  : 

That  the  convention  or  committee  of  fafety  of  New-Jerfey  be 
allowed  from  the  continental  flock,  half  a  ton  of  powder,  out  of 
which  they  are  to  re-pay  what  has  been  borrowed  from  Elizabeth- 
Town,  Somerfet,  Woodbridge,  and  Brunfwick  : 

That  to  the  fame  convention  or  committee  of  fafety  be  advanced 
the  further  fum  of  5000  dollars  for  the  purpofe  of  compleating  the 
three  battalions  there  with  arms,  which  they  are  delired  to  accom- 
plifh  with  all  pofiible  expedition. 

Refolvedy  That  two  tons  of  the  powder  belonging  to  the  conti- 
nent be  delivered  to  the  delegates  of  Virginia  for  the  ufe  of  the 
forces  in  that  colony. 

Sundry  letters  by  colonel  Ritzema  being  received  were  read, 
viz. 

One  from  general  Lee  dated  the  i  ith,  and  one  from  general 
Schuyler  of  the  4th  of  this  month,  with  one  from  general  Woof- 
ter  of the  27th  January. 

Refohed^  That  the  faid  letters  be  referred  to  the  committee  to 
whom  the  letters  received  yefterday  were  referred,  and  that  the 
faid  committee  be  directed  to  confer  with  colonel  Ritzema,  and 
report  to  Congrefs.  ^ 

Information 
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Information  being  received  that  general  Clinton  was  gone  from 
New- York,  the  Congrefs  came  to  the  following  refolution  : 

The  Congrefs  have  a  proper  fenfe  of  the  fpirit  and  patriotlfm  of 
the  aflbciators  of  the  city  and  liberties  of  Philadelphia,  in  cheerful- 
ly offering  and  preparing  to  march,  in  order  to  aflifl:  in  the  defence 
of  New-York ;  but  as  the  danger,  which  occalioned  an  applica- 
tion for  their  fervice,  is  at  prefent  over, 

Refohed,  That  their  march  to  New-York  be  fufpended. 

Refohedi  That  a  paymafler  be  appointed  for  the  troops  in  Vir- 
ginia, and  that  his  pay  be  50  dollars /^r  month. 

The  Congrefs  then  proceeded  to  the  election,  and  Benjamin 
Harrifon,  jun.  of  Berkley  was  chofen. 

The  Congrefs  taking  into  xonfideration  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee of  correfpondence, 

Refolved,  That  a  committee  of  three,  (two  of  whom  to  be 
members  of  Congrefs)  be  appointed  to  repair  to  Canada,  there  to 
purfue  fuch  inftru6;ions  as  fhall  be  given  them  by  Congrefs  : 

The  members  chofen.  Dr.  Benjamin  Franklin,  Mr.  S.  Chafe, 
and  Mr.  C.  Carroll  of  Carrollton. 

Refohedy  That  Mr.  Carroll  be  requeiled  to  prevail  on  Mr.  John 
Carroll  to  accompany  the  committee  to  Canada,  to  aflifl:  them  in 
fuch  matters  as  they  fhall  think  ufeful  : 

That  this  Congrefs  will  make  provifion  to  defray  any  expences 
which  may  attend  this  raeafure. 

Refohed,  That  eight  tons  of  powder  be  immediately  fent  to  Ca- 
nada, for  the  ufe  of  the  forces  there. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported  that  there  is  due. 

To  Richard  Smith  for  provifions  furnifhed  by  fundry  perfons 
in  New- York  government  to  captain  Hofs's  company  of  riffle  men, 
the  fum  of  28.8  dollars  : 

To  Michael  Connolly  on  account  of  expences  in  bringing  the 
women  and  children  belonging  to  the  26th  and  7th  regiments  from 
Efopus  to  Reading,  the  fum  of  1082.8  dollars: 

To  colonel  Simes  on  account  of  expences  in  bringing  the  bag-»\ 
gage  of  the  26th  and  7th  regiments  from  Walpack  to  Lancafler 
and  feveral  other  fmall  expences,  the  fum  of  569  dollars  : 

To  Thomas  M'Enry  for  800  canteen  fl:raps,  the  fum  of  1334- 
dollars. 

Ordered y  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  letter  from  the  committee  of  fafe- 
ty  of  New-York  of  the  3d  of  January,  and  the  letter  from  gover- 
nor Trumbull  of  the  6th  of  the  fame  month  were  referred, 
brought  in  their  report,  which  was  taken  into  confideration, 
whereupon 

Refolvedy  That  no  farther  works  be  erefted  on  Martler's  rock, 
but  that  thofe  alreadv  ereded  there  b^fupported  and  garrifoned  : 

That 
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That  a  fafcine  battery  to  mount  heavy  cannon,  not  exceeding 
eighteen  in  number,  be  thrown  up  on  the  Gravel  Hill  eaftward  of 
Martler's  rock,  marked  in  the  draught  LL,  fo  as  to  command  the 
weft  point,  the  reach  down  the  river  from  the  weft  point,  and 
part  of  the  reach  up  the  river;  and  that  a  convenient  road  be  o- 
pened  from  this  battery  to  the  barracks  on  Mertler's  rock: 

That  a  redoubt  of  earth  and  fafcines   be  built  on  the  eminence 
on  the  eaft  fide  of  the  river  oppofite  to  the  weft  point  marked  i^^ 
the  draught  A  to  mount  thirty  guns  : 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  convention  or  committee  of  fafe- 
ty  of  New- York  to  forward  the  battery  at  Pooplopen's  kill ;  and 
that  the  faid  battery  be  made  of  earth  and  fafcines,  and  to  mount 
a  number  of  guns,  not  exceeding  forty  : 

That  fuch  of  the  continental  troops  as  are  or  may  be  ftationed. 
at  the  aforefaid  places,  be  employed  in  ere6ling  thefe  works  and 
batteries  under  the  direction  of  the  engineer  : 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  convention  or  committee  of 
fafety  of  New- York  to  profecute  the  difcovery  of  the  lead  mine  at 
New  Canaan;  and  that  a  copy  of  the  report  of  Jofeph  Hopkins  to 
the  general  affembly  of  Connecticut  refpe<5ling  this  mine  be  fent  to 
them. 

The  Gongrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  from  the  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  houfe,  and  after  debate 

Refohed,  That  the  fame  be  re-committed. 

Refolvedy  That  this  Congrefs  will  to-morrow  morning  refolve 
itfelfinto  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  confideration  the 
propriety  of  opening  the  ports,  and  the  reftridlions  and  regula- 
tions of  the  trade  of  thefe  colonies  after  the  firft  of  March  next. 

Refohedf  That  the  committee  on  ways  and  means  to  procure 
cannon,  be  directed  to  enquire  what  quantity  of  brafs  can  be  pro- 
cured, and  that  they  be  empowered  to  contraft  for  the  fame. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Friday,   February  16,     1776. 

Refolvedy  That  the  fecret  committee  be  directed  to  farnifli  co- 
lonel St.  Clair's  battalion  with  arms,  and  that  the  prefident  write 
to  colonel  St.  Clair,  and  dire6l  him  to  ufe  the  utmoft  diligence  in 
getting  his  battalion  ready,  and  to  march  the  companies,  one  at 
a  time,  as  faft  as  they  can  be  got  ready,  to  Canada,  with  all  pofli- 
ble  expedition. 

The  committee  appointed  to  make  an  eftimate  of  the  cannon 
wanted,  for  the  defence  of  the  colonies,  and  to  devife  ways  and 
means  for  procuring  them,  &e.  brought  in  their  report,  which 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Congrefs  refolved  itfclf 
into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  confideration  the  pro- 
priety of  opening  the  ports,  and  the  reftridlions  and  regulations  of 

Vol.   n.  I  the 
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tlie  trade  of  thefe  colonies  after  the  firft  of  March  next ;  and  after 
fome  time  the  prefident  refumed  the  chah*,  and  Mr.  Ward  re- 
ported that  the  committee  had  taken  into  eonfideration  the  matter 
referred  to  them,  but  not  having  come  to  a  conclufion,  defired 
him  to  move  for  leave  to  fit  again. 

Refolved,  That  this  Congrefs  vt^IIl,  to-merrow  morning,  refolve 
itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  their  farther 
eonfideration  the  propriety  of  opening  the  ports,  and  the  reftric- 
tions  and  regulations  of  trade  after  the  firil  of  March  next. 

The  committee  to  whom  general  Wafhington's  and  general 
Schuyler's  letters  were  referred,  laid  their  report  on  th^  table. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Saturday,  February  17,  1776. 

Refolvedi  That  an  order  for  ten  thoufand  dollars  be  drawn  an 
the  treafurers  in  favour  of  James  Meafe,  for  the  ufc  of  the  Penn- 
fylvania  battalions,  he  to  be  accountable. 

That  colonel  James  Irvine,  of  the  fixth  Pennfylvania  battalion, 
be  authorized  and  impotvered  to  purchafe  good  arms  for  the  ufe  of 
his  battalion,  the  price  of  the  fame  to  be  dedu6led  out  of  the  pay 
of  the  men. 

The  committee  on  the  ftate  of  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report 
which  was  read. 

Refolved,  That  a  {landing  committee  of  five  be  appointed  for 
fuperintending  the  treafury  : 

That  it  be  the  bufinefs  of  this  committee. 

To  examine  the  accounts  of  the  treafurers,  and  from  time  to 
time  report  to  Congrefs  the  Hate  of  the  treafury  : 

To  confider  of  ways  and  means  for  fupplying  gold  and  filver 
for  the  fupport  of  the  army  in  Canada : 

To  employ  and  inilru<5t  proper  perfons  for  liquidating  the  pub- 
lic accounts,  with  the  different  paymailers  and  commiffaries  in  the 
continental  fervlce,  and  the  conventions,  committees  of  fafetyand 
others  who  have  been  or  iliall  be  intrufted  with  the  public  money  ; 
and  from  time  to  time  to  report  the  flate  of  fuch  accounts  to  Con- 
grefs : 

To  fuperlntend  the  emiffion  of  bills  of  credit  : 

To  obtain  from  the  different  affemblies  and  conventions  of  the 
United  Colonies,  accounts  of  the  number  of  Inhabitants  in  each 
colony,  according  to  the  refolution  of  Congrefs  on  that  fubjed. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  Nelfon,  Mr.  Gerry, 
Mr.  Smith  and  Mr.  Willing. 

The  Congrefs  taking  into  eonfideration  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee on  the  treafury  ; 

Refohedy  That  a  farther   fum  of  four  millions  of  dollars  be   e- 

mitted  on  the  fame  fecurity,  as  the  fums   heretofore  emitted  by 

Concrrefs  have  been: 

""  That 
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-  That  the  committee  for  fuperintending  the  treafury  be  direfted 
to  confiderthe  numbers  and  denominations  of  the  bills,  in  which  it 
will  be  proper  to  emit  the  above  four  millions,  and  report  to  Con- 
grefs. 

The  committee  appointed  to  confider  into  what  departments  the 
middle  and  fouthern  colonies  ought  to  be  divided,  brought  in 
their  report  which  was  read. 

The  committee  to  whom  fundry  letters  from  brigadier  general 
Arnold,  brigadier  general  Wooder,  major  general  Schuyler,  and 
major  general  Lee  were  referred,  brought  in  their  report,  which 
was  taken  into  confideration;  whereupon, 

Refohed^  That  major  general  Lee  be  direiEled  immediately  to 
repair  to  Canada,  and  take  command  of  the  army  of  the  United 
Colonies  in  that  province  1 

That  major  general  Schuyler  be  direfted  to  repair,  as  foon  as 
his  health  will  permit,  to  New-York,  and  take  the  command  of 
the  forces  and  conduct  the  military  operations  there  ;  and  that  the 
prefident  inform  him  by  exprefs  of  this  arrangement  and  the  rea- 
fons  that  led  to  it: 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  convention  or  committee  of 
fafety  of  New-York,  to  fupply  general  Lee  with  a  quantity  of 
fuitable  cannon  not  exceeding  twelve;  and  one  or  more  mortars,  if 
to  be  had,  with  balls,  (hells,  and  other  necefiaries  for  the  fiege  or 
aflault  of  Quebec  ;  and  that  they  aflift  him  in  forv/arding  the  fame 
with  all  pofiible  expedition  : 

That  the  regiment  of  Canadians,  the  railing  of  which  is  men- 
tioned in  brigadier  general  Arnold's  letter  of  the  12th  of  January 
laft,  to  have  been  put  on  foot  by  him,  receive  the  fame  pay  and 
be  fubjed  to  the  fame  regulations  as  the  other  forces  employed  in 
Canada,  and  be  accounted  part  of  the  number  defigned  to  be  raif- 
ed  for  that  fervice  : 

That  the  appointment  of  captain  Ranfalier  to  be  deputy 

mufter  mafter  general  of  the  forces  in  Canada,  be  confirmed  : 

That  the  appointment  of  John  Halfled,  Efq;  to  be  commifia- 
ry  for  the  army  before  Quebec,  be  confirmed  : 

That  major  general  Schuyler  be  directed  to  have  provifionu 
ftored  in  proper  places  near  Hudfon's  river,  between  Albany  and 
the  Highlands,  to  fupply  fuch  troops  as  it  may  be  neceffary  to 
call  out  of  the  country : 

That  the  offer  made  by  general  Schuyler  to  pay  at  the  rate  of 
four  (hillings  per  day,  for  each  of  the  (leds  hired  to  forward  the 
Pennfylvania  and  New-Jerfey  forces  in  their  march  to  Canada,  be 
<:omplied  with: 

That  the  officers  in  the  continental  armies  be  enjoined  to  ufe 
their  utmoft  diligence  in  preventing  every  kind  of  plunder;  and 
that  all  who  (liall  offend  herein  be  puni(hed  according  to  the 
itricled  difcipline  : 

That 
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That  tlie  refolves  of  Congrefs  for  encouraging  futlcrs,  to  at- 
tend the  army  in  Canada,  be  publifhed  with  the  information  that 
hofiery,  fhoes,  coarfe  linens,  foap,  rum,  fugar,  and  wine  arc 
much  wanted  there  : 

That  a  few  artificers  fuch  as  armourers,  fmiths,  carpenters, 
harnefs- makers  and  whe^-wrights,  with  proper  perfons  to  fuper- 
intend  them,  be  forthwith  fent  to  Canada: 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  convention  of  New- York,  that 
fuch  of  the  officers,  who  ferved  faithfully  in  Canada  the  laft  cam- 
paign, as  are  willing  to  continue  there,  be  preferred  in  the  ne\v 
levies  of  the  colony  of  New- York  to  others. 

Rejohed,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  chofen  to  prepare  in- 
ilrudions  for  the  committee  appointed  to  go  to  Canada. 

The  members  eleded,  Mr.  J.  Adams,  Mr.  Whythe  and  Mr. 
Sherman. 

Refohed,  That  this  Congrefs  will,  on  Tuefday  next,  refolve  it- 
felf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  confideration  the 
propriety  of  opening  the  ports,  and  the  reflridions  and  regulations 
of  trade,  after  the  firft  of  March  next. 

Refohed,  That  the  committee  appointed  to  purchafe  fundry  ar- 
ticles of  cloathing  for  the  northern  army,  be  directed  to  contrad 
for  good  ftrong  ftioes  for  the  army  in  Canada. 

The  Congrefs  taking  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee, on  the  method  offubfifting  the  troops  in  New-York,  &9. 
Refohed,  That  the  fum  of  thirty-five  thoufand  dollars,  be  ad- 
vanced to  the  convention,  or  committee  of  fafety  of  New- York, 
for  the  fupport  of  the  troops  employed  in  the  defence  of  that  colo- 
ny ;  the  faid  convention  or  committee  of  fafety,  to  be  accountable 
for  the  expenditure  thereof  ;  and  that  an  order  be  drawn  on  the 
treafurers  for  the  above  fum,  in  favour  of  the  delegates  of  that  co- 
lony, who  are  direfted  to  forward  the  fame  : 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  convention  or  committee  of  fafe- 
ty of  New- York,  to  contraft  with  proper  perfons  for  fupplying 
the  faid  troops  v/ith  the  rations  allowed  by  Congrefs,  and  with 
fuel  and  other  neceflaries,  on  the  moft  reasonable  term^  in  their 
power. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported  that  there  is  due. 
On  an  account  exhibited  by  the  committee  of  Frederic  county, 
Maryland,  to  be  paid  to  S.  Chafe,  and  W.  Paca,  Efqrs.  the  fum 
of  860.9  dollars  ;  of  which  268.4  being  for  rifles,  &c.  furnifhed 
captain  CrefTap's  company  of  riflemen,  ought  to  be  charged  to 
the  faid  company,  and  the  remainder  to  the  continent : 

To  Nicholas  Hower,  for  waggonage,  the  fum  of  74.4  dollars^ 
and  that  the  fame  ought  to  be  paid  to  Daniel  Hower. 
Ordered,  That  the  above  accounts  be  paid. 
AdJQurned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

Monday, 
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Monday,  February  19.  1776. 

Met  according  to  adjournment,  and  having  attended  the  orati- 
on delivered  in  honour  of  general  Montgomery,  and  of  thofe  offi- 
cers and  foldiers  who  magnanimoufiy  fought  and  fell  with  him, 
in  maintaining  the  principles  of  liberty  ; 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Tuesday.  Tehruary  20.  1776- 
The  convention  of  Nev^r-Jerfey  having  made  a  new  choice  of  de- 
legates to  reprefent  that. colony  in  Congrefs,  three  of  faid  dele- 
gates attending,  praduced  their  credentials,  which  wrere   read  as 
follows : 

*'  In  Frovificial  Convention^  Nein-Jerfeyy  Brunfwtcki  ij^fh  Fe- 
bruary,  1776. 
Re/olvedy  on  motion,  unanimoufly,  That  William  LivingiloiR, 
John  de  Hart,  Richard  Smith,  John  Cooper,  and  Jonathan  Dick- 
enion  Sergeant,  Efqrs.  be  delegates  to  reprefent  this  province  in 
the  Continental  Congrefs,  for  the  fpaceof  one  year,  or  until  others 
fnall  be  legally  appointed  in  their  ftead,  and  that  they  or  any  three 
or  mere  of  them,  have  full  and  ample  power  to  confent  and  agree 
to  all  meafures  which  fuch  Congrefs  ihall  deem  neceffary;  and  this 
province  bind  themfelves  to  execute,  to  the  utmoil  of  their  power, 
all  refolutions  which  the  faid  Congrefs  may  adopt.  And  further, 
if  the  faid  Congrefs  ihall  think  neceffary  to  adjourn,  we  do  autho- 
rife  our  faid  delegates  to  reprefent  and  a6l  for  this  province,  in 
any  one  Congrefs  to  be  held  by  I'irtue  of  fuch  adjournments,  dur- 
ing their  delegation. 

A  true  copy  from  the  minutes ^ 

William  Paterson,  Secretary,^" 
A  letter  from  general  Lee,  of  the  17th  inftant,  was  read. 
A  memorial  from  a  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  Northumber- 
land, in  the  colony  of  Pennfylvania,  with  fix  papers  therein  en- 
clofed,  was  prefented  to  Congrefs  and  read  :     Alfo, 

A  petition  from  fundry  inhabitants  near  Pittiburg,  was  prefent- 
ed and  read. 

Refolvedi  That  the  above  memorial  and  petition  be  referred  to  a 
committee  of  live. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Hewes,  Mr.  W.  Livingfton,  Mr. 
.Paca,  Mr.  E.  Rutledge,  ar^d  Mr.  Chafe, 
,  Lieutenant  Brafher,  who  had  the  orders  of  general  Schuyler  to 
condudl  a  number  of  Canadian  prifoners  to  New-Jerfey  or  Penn- 
fylvania, having  executed  his  orders,  laid  his  inftruClions  before 
Congrefs  which  we^re  ^•ead.  Alfo,  Mr.  Shallus,  quarter-mailer 
of  the  firft  Pennfylvania  battalion,  having  had  orders  to  conduct 
.certain  prifoners  down  from  Kingilon,  and  having  executed  his 
orders,  laid  his  inftrudtions  before  Congrefs,  which  were  read. 

Refohed, 
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Refolvedi  That  thefe  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  prlfon- 
ers. 

Refolved,  That  the  fecret  committee  be  diredled  to  deliver  to 
Golonel  Maxwell,  or  order,  twenty  Hand  of  arms  for  the  ufe  of  his 
battalion,  he  to  be  accountable  for  the  fame. 

The  Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  commit- 
tee on  the  ways  and  means  of  procuring  cannon  ;  whereupon 

Refolvedy  That  two  hundred  and  fifty,  twelve  pounders,  fixty, 
cine  pounders,  and  fixty-two,  four  pounders  be  purchafed  for  the 
ufe  of  thefe  colonies  : 

That  the  committee  on  the  ways  and  means  of  procuring  can- 
non be  empowered  to  purchafe  or  contra6l  for  making  the  fame  : 

That  a  new  member  be  added  to  that  committee. 

The  member  chofen,  Mr.  W.  Livingfton. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported  that  there  is  due. 

To  Michael  Connolly,  expences  for  waggon-hire,  carrying  the 
prifoners  baggage  from  Bethlehem  to  Reading,  and  his  own  ex- 
pences four  days,  the  fum  of  i6o  dollars. 

To  Richard  Howell,  for  tranfportation  of  powder  to  Burling- 
ton, the  fum  of  34I  dollars. 

Ordered,  That  the  above  accounts  be  paid. 

Refohedy  That  colonel  Wayne  be  dire6led  to  march  with  his  bat- 
talion to  New-York,  and  put  himfelf  under  the  command  of  ge- 
neral Lee,  or  the  commanding  officer  there. 

The  Congrefs  being  informed  that  two  prifoners  taken  at 
Chamblee,  and  wKo  had  leave  to  ftay  at  Newark  in  the  province  of 
New-Jerfey,  on  condition  of  their  making  gun-locks,  for  the  ufe 
of  the  United  Colonies,  are  not  employed  in  that  work; 

Refolvedy  That  the  faid  two  prifoners  be  ordered  to  Philadel- 
phia, and  put  under  the  dire6]tion  of  Mr.  Rittenhoufe,  to  carry  on 
the  above  bufinefs. 

The  Congrefs  being  informed  that  a  quantity  of  powder  belong- 
ing to  the  United  Colonies  was  arrived  at  Brunfwick  in  New-Jer- 
fey, 

Refolved,  That  Mr.  Lewis,  Mr.  Alfop,  and  Mr.  P.  Livingfton, 
be  directed  to  forward  the  faid  powder  under  a  guard,  with  all 
poflible  expedition,  to  general  Wafhington,  for  the  ufe  of  the  ar- 
zny  under  his  command. 

Refohcd,  That  an  order  be  drawn  op  the  treafurers  in  favour  of 
M.  la  JunefTe,  for  the  fum  of  250  dollars,  for  his  fervices  in  behalf 
of  the  United  Colonies. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Wednesday,  February  21,.  1776. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported  that  there  is  due, 
To  Shallus,  for  his  expences  in  condu6ting  prifoners 

from  Albany  to  Trenton,  the  fum  .of  17I  dollars  : 

To 
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To  Cafpar  Shaaf,  for  waggonage,  the  fum  of  104  dollars,  and 
that  the  fame  ought  to  be  paid  to  S.  Chafe,  and  W.  Paca,  Efqrs. 

Ordered,  That  the  fald  accounts  be  paid. 

Two  letters  from  general  Schuyler  of  the  loth  and  13th  inft. 
being  received  were  read. 

Refolvedy  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Wythe,  Mr.  Harrifon,  and  Mr.  S. 
Adams. 

A  letter  from  the  committee  of  fafety  for  Pennfylvania,  of  the 
20th  inft.  refpefting  the  prifoners  at  Lancafter,  was  read, 

Refolvedy  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  the 
prifoners. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  to  whom  it  was  referred  to  con- 
fider  the  numbers  and  denominations  of  the  bills,  &c.  brought  in 
their  report,  which  was  confidered  and  agreed  to,  as  follows  : 

That  the  four  millions  of  dollars  now  to  be  emitted,  conlifl  of 
the  following  denominations. 

600,000  of  one-Jixth  of  a  dollar.  100,000 

600,000  of  one-third  do.  200,000 

600,000  of  one-half  do.  300,000 

600,000  of  tnxjo-thirds  do.  400,000 

130.436  oi  one  dollar.  130,436 

130.437  oi  tnvo  do.  260,874 
130,436  of //^r£?(?  do.  391,308 
130,435  oifourAo,                                         521,740 

65,217  of /z;<?  do.  326,085 

65,217  oijix  do.  391,302 

65,217  oi /even  do,  456,519 

65,217  of  f/^^/ do.  521,736 


3,182,612  •  4,000,000 

That  the  plates  engraved  for  the  two  former  emiflions,  be  ufed 
in  the  new  emiflion  of  the  bills  from  one  to  eight  dollars  inclulive, 
and  that  thofe  bills  be  expreffed  in  the  following  words. 
No.  Dollars. 

This  bill  entitles  the  bearer  to  receive  Spanifh  milled 

dollars,  or   the  value  thereof  in  gold  or  filver,  according  to  a  re- 
folution  of  Congrefs,  paffed  at  Philadelphia,  February  17.  J  776: 

That  the  faid  bills  be  figned  by  two  figners,  and  each  different 
denomination  numbered  from  No.  1.  progreffively  : 

That  one  plate  with  proper  devices  be  engraved  for  the  fmaller 
bills  now  to  be  emitted,  under  the  value  of  one  dollar  : 

That  the  form  of  the  bills  be  as  follows  ; 

One  of  a  dollar,  according  to  a  refolution  of  Congrefs 

paffed  at  Philadelphia,  February  17.  1776. 

That  each  of  thefe  bills  be  figned  by  one  figner  only,  and  that 
each  different  denomination  be  nnmbered  from  No.  i.  progreffive- 
ly, as  aforefaid :  That 
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That  Michael  Hillegas,  Richard  Bache,  and  Stephen  Pafchall, 
Efqrs.  be  appointed  and  authorlfed  to  infpeft  the  prefs  : 

That  before  they  enter  upon  their  office,  they  fhall  refpe6lively 
take  ah  oath  or  affirrhatlon  to  be  adminiflered  to  them  by  any  ma- 
giftrate,  "  well  and  faithfully  to  execute  the  truft  repofed  In  them 
by  a  refolutlon  of  Congrefs,  as  Infpeflors  of  the  prefs,  according 
to  the  beft  of  their  fkiil  and  judgment."  A  certificate  of  which 
oath  or  afiirmatlon  fhall  be  delivered  to  the  committee  on  the  trea- 

That  each  of  the  fald  Irifpe61:ors  refpedllvely,  fhall  be  allowed 
two  dollars  a  day  for  their  fervlccs,  while  they  fhall  be  employed  in 
infpedltng  the  prefs.  In  the  execution  of  the  faid  trull. 

Rsfolved^  That  the  committee  on  the  treafury  be  direfted  to  have 
the  foregoing  refolutions  carried  into  execution  with  all  convenient 
difpatch. 

The  committee  for  receiving  the  applications  for  ofBces  in  the 
continental  army  reported,  that  they  have  nominated  Mr.  Lewis 
Durham  for  furgeon  to  the  third  battalion  now  railing  in  the  co- 
lony of  New- Jerfey,  and  recommend  him  to  the  Congrefs  for  ap- 
pointment to  the  faid  oflBce. 

Refohed,  That  the  report  be  agreed  to,  and  that  a  commiffion 
be  granted  to  Mr.  Lewis  Durham  accordingly. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Thursday,  February  22.  1776. 

Two  letters  froni  general  Walhlngton,  both  of  the  9th  of  this 
month,  beln^  received  and  read, 

Refohedi  That  the  faid  letters  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  the 
whole  Congrefs. 

Accordingly  the  Congrefs  refolved  itfelf  Into  a  committee  of 
the  whole,  to  take  Into  confideration  the  letters  juft  received  from 
general  Walhlngton,  and  after  fome  time  the  prefident  refumed 
the  chair,  and  Mr.  Ward  reported  that  the  committee  had  taken 
into  confideration  the  letters  referred  to  them,  but  not  having 
come  to  a  conclufion,  defired  him  to  move  for  leave  to  fit  again. 

Refohed,  That  this  Congrefs  will  to-morrow  refolve  itfelf  into  a 
committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  their  farther  confideration 
the  letters  from  general  Walhlngton. 

Information  being  given  by  a  delegate  from  New- Jerfey,  that 
the  regiment  of  militia,  ordered  by  the  convention  of  that  colony 
to  march  for  the  defence  of  New-York,  in  confequence  of  the  re- 
folve of  Congrefs  of  the  J2th  inftknt,  wanted  arms,  with  which 
they  could  not  be  furnilhed,  unlefs  the  Congrefs  would  fupply 
them  out  of  the  public  ftock;  the  Congrefs-  took  this  matter  into 
confideration,  and  being  of  opinion  that  it  would  not  be  proper  to 
fpurethe  public  arms,  v/hich  are  wanted  for  the  battailous  raifing 
in  the  continental  fervice, 

Refohedt 
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tleJoPved,  That  the  march  of  the  faid  battalion  of  militia  be 
countermanded. 

Refohed,  That  orders  iflue  to  quicken  colonel  Wayne  in  get- 
ting his  battalion  ready  ;  and  that,  as  faft  as  he  can  get  a  company 
properly  equipped,  he  caufe  it  immediately  to  march  to  New -York* 
Refolvedi  That  the  prefident  be  direcled  to  write  to  the  con* 
vention  of  New-York,  and  defire  them  to  inform  Congrefs  what 
progrefs  they  have  made  in  raifing  the  four  battalions  recommend- 
ed to  be  raifed  in  that  colony  for  the  defence  of  the  fame. 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Friday,  February  i'^.  lyyQ. 
Colonel  Braxton,  a  delegate  from  Virginia,  attending,  produc- 
ed the  credentials  of  his  appointment,  which  were  read,  as  follows: 
.  r  .     «<  Virginia i  in  Convention,  December  15.  1775. 
The  Conv^ention,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  proceeded 
to  the  appointment  of  a  delegate  to  reprefent  this  colony  in  the 
General  Congrefs,  in   the   room  of  the   late  honourable   Peyton 
Randolph  J  Efq.  and  the  members  having  prepared  tickets  with, 
the  name  of  the  delegate  to  be  appointed,  and  put  the  fame  into 
the  ballot-box,  Mr.  Thomas  Ludwell  Lee^  Mn  Carrington^  Mr* 
Digges,  Mr.  William   Cabel,  and  Mr.  Carter  of  Lancafter  were 
appointed  a  committee  to  examine  the  ballot-box,  and  report  on 
.whom  the  majority  fell,  and  it  appearing  from  their  report,  that 
there  was  a  majority  of  the  whole  convention  in  favour  of  Carter 
Braxton,  Efq*  * 

Refolvedy  therefore.  That    the   faid    Carter    Braxton,  Efq.  be 
appointed  a  delegate  to  reprefent  this  colony  in  the   room  of  the 
late  honorable  Peyton  Randolph,  Efq. 
A  Copy^  John  Tazewell,  clerk  of  the  convention." 

Refoivedi  That  the  fecret  committee  be  direfted  to  return  to  the 
committee  of  fafety  of  Pennfylvaniaj  the  arms  borrowed  of  them 
for  the  ufe  of  the  continent. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported  that  there  Is  due, 
To  Francis  Daymon,  for  tranfiating  into    French  the  rules  and 
articles  for  the  better  regulating  the:  continental  troops  the  fum  of 
J3I  Dollars  : 

To  Monfr.  Mefplet  for  printing  the  military  rules,  and  French 
Letters  to  the  inhabitants  of  Canada,  the  fum  of  44  Dollars: 

To  colonel  Harrifon,  for  ex.pences  of  himfelf,  Mr.  Lynch, 
and  Mr.  Allen^  on  their  journey  to  New- York,  the  fum  of  150.9 
Dollars; 

To  Jeremiah  Traxler,  for  provlfions,  &c.  for  Indians  who  were 
in  Philadelphia  in  December  laft,  the  fum  of  40.8  dollars,  and  that 
the  fame  ought  to  be  paid  to  Mr.  Kachlein  : 

To  fundry  perfons  for  riffles  furniftied  capt.  Morgan's  company 
the  fum  of  1 18.3  dollars  which  ought  to  be  paid  to  colonel  Nelfon^ 
and  charged  to  the  faid  company : 
.    Vol.  IL  K  To 
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To  Clement  Biddle,  for  fhot-pouches,  powder-horns,  dnd  bul- 
let-moulds, purchafed  by  him  for    the  Canada  regiment,  the  fum 

of  J  169,3  <^oll^i'*'  • 

To  fundry  perfons  for  blanket's  fupplied  capt.  Price's  companjr 
the  fum  of  32.9  dollars,  and  that  the  fame  ought  to  be  paid  to 
George  Read,  Efq  : 

To  capt.  Little,  for  provifions  for  guards  attending  capt.  Camp- 
bell, the  fum  of  9.5  dollars: 

To  Chriftian  Rhorbeck  for  neceffaries  furnifhed  to  feveral  prifo- 
nersofthe  7th  and  26th  Regiments,  the  fum  9.4  dollars,  and  that 
the  fame  ought  to  be  paid  to  Adam  Kimmel : 

To  Henry  Shits,  for  riiHes,  &c.  furnifhed  to  capt.  Stevenfon's 
company  the  fum  of  78.6  dollars, to  be  charged  to  the  faid  company: 

To  Abraham  Ebrafhcr,  for  attending  feveral  French  nobleffejfrom 
Albany  to  Briftol,  the  fum  of  32  dollars. 

Ordered^  That  the  above  accounts  be  paid. 

Refolvedt  That  a  committee  of  live  be  appointed  to  contra<?t  for 
the  making  of  mufKetsand  bayonets  for  the  ufe  of  the  United  Colo- 
nies, and  to  cmilider  of  farther  ways  and  means  of  promoting  and 
encouraging  the  manufacture  of  fire  arms  in  all  parts  of  the  United 
Colonies. 

The  members  chofen,Mr.  Paine,  Mr.  Wilfon,  Mr.  Huntington, 
Mr.  Lee  and  Mr.  L.  Morris. 

Refihed,  That  the  letter  of  Mr.  Chriftopher  Liffingwell,  dated 
the  29th  of  November  177*5.  with  fundry  papers  relating  to  the 
cargo  of  the  brig  Nancy,  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Wythe,  Mr.  Huntington,  and  Mr. 
Gerry. 

Refolved,  That  the  fecret  committee  be  empowered  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  procuring  arms  and  ammunition,  to  export  the  produce  of 
thefe  colonies,  equal  to  the  amount  of  that  by  them  exported  in 
two  veffels  lately  taken  by  the  enemy. 

Refolved,  That  the  committee,  for  fuperintending  the  Treafury, 
be  authorized  to  employ  one  or  more  clerks  for  ftating,  keeping, 
iand  liquidating  the  public  accounts  under  their  diredllon,  and  to 
provide  books  and  a  fuitable  office  for  that  purpofe: 

That  they  have  power  to  call  upon  the  different  committees  of 
Congrefs,  afiemblles,  conventions,  councils,  or  committees  of 
fafety,  continental  officers,  and  private  perfons,  who  have  been 
or  fhall  be  intrufted  with  public  money,  for  their  accounts  and 
vouchers,  and  for  fuch  other  materials  and  information,  as  the 
faid  commmittee  on  the  treafury  fhall  judge  to  be  ufeful,  in  flating, 
checking  andauditing  the  public  accounts. 

Refolved^  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  feveral  affemblies,  con- 
ventions, councils,  or  committees   of  fafety,  and    committees    of 
correfpondence  and  infpe(Stion  in   the   United  Colonies,   to  exert 
themfelves  in  devlfmg  farther  ways  and  means  of  promoting  and  en- 
couraging 


February,   1776.  ,  75 

Gouraging  the  manufadure  of  fait  petre,  and  of  introducing  that 
manufacture  into  private  famih'es  : 

That  ft  be  recommended  to  the  afiemblies  and  conventions  in  the 
United  Colonies,  that  they  immediately  eftablifh  public  works  in 
each  and  every  county,  in  their  refpedive  colonies,  at  the  expence 
offuch  colonies,  for  the  manufacture  of  falt-petre,  and  appoint 
committees  of  their  own  members  immediately  to  fet  up  fuch  ma- 
nufactures : 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  aflemblies  and  conventions,  coun- 
cils, or  committees,  of  fafety,  of  every  colony  forthwith  to  ere<9: 
powder  mills  in  their  refpedlive  colonies,  and  appoint  committees 
to  build  fuch  mills,  and  procure  perfons  well  Hcilled  in  the  manu- 
facture of  powder,  at  the  expence  offuch  colonies: 

That  a  committee  of  this  Congrefs  to  confift  ofone  member  from 
each  colony  be  appointed  to  confider  of  further  v;ays  and  means  of 
promoting  and  encouraging  the  manufactures  of  fait  petre,  fulphur 
and  gunpowder  in  thefe  colonies,  and  to  corefpond  with  the  feve- 
ral  affemblies  and  conventions,  and  councils  or  committees  of  fafe- 
ty in  the  feveral  colonies,  that  Congrefo  may  be,  from  time  to  time, 
truly  informed  of  the  progr^efs  made  in  thefe  manufactures. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Bartlett,  Mr.  Paine,  Mr.  Hopkins, 
Mr.  Huntington,  Mr.L.  Morris,  Mr.  Sergeant,  Mr.  Humphreys, 
Mr.  Read,  Mr.  Paca,  Mr.  Braxton,  Mr.  Hewes,  Mr.  E.  Rutledge, 
and  Mr.  Bullock. 

Ordered^  That  the  above  refolutions  refpeCting  falt-petre,  &c.  be 
publifhed. 

It  being  reprefented  that  capt.  Harman  has  inlifled  into  his  com- 
pany, and  carried  with  him  to  Canada,  thirteen  fervants  without 
the  confent  of  their  mafters  ; 

Refohedf  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  enquire  in- 
to this  matter,  and  to  report  to  Congrefs. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Wilfon,  Mr.  Willing,  Mr.  Wythe. 

Refohedf  That  this  Congrefs  will  on  Monday  next  refolve  itfelf 
into  a  committee  of  the  whoje,  to  take  into  confideration  the  letters 
from  gen.  Washington  &c. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

Monday,  February  26,   1776. 

A  letter  from  gen.  Lee,  datted  2  2d  inftant  was  read. 

Refolved^  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  M«Kean,  Mr.  J.  Adams,  and  Mr. 
L.  Morris. 

Refohed,  Th^t  an  order  be  drawn  on  the  treafurers  in  favour  of 
Carpenter  Wharton  for  the  fum  of  6000  dollars  he  to  be  accoun- 
table. 

A  Petition  from  lieutenant  Jocelyn  Feltham  of  the  26th  regi- 
ment, who  was  taken  prifoner  at  Ticonderoga  was  prefented  and 

read 
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ead,   praying   leave  to  go  to  Europe   for  the   recovery  of  his 
health. 

Refolved,  That  the  prayer  of  his  petition  be  granted. 

A  reprefentation  from  the  conimittee  of  infpeftion  and  obferva- 
tion  of  the  pity  and  liberties  of  Philadelphia,  relative  to  veffels  loa- 
ded for  Great  Britain,  Ireland,  and  the  Britifli  Well- Indies,  was 
prefented  to  Congrefs,  and  read,  whereupon, 

Refolved,  That  no  veflel  loaded  for  Great  Britain,  Ireland, 
or  the  Britifh- Weft- Indies,  be  permitted  to  fail  until  the  further 
order  of  Congrefs;  and  that  it  be  recommended  to  the  diifereat 
committees  ofinfpe£lion  and  obferyation  to  fee  that  this  jefplijtion 
be  carried  into  execution. 

Ordered,  That  the  above  refolve  be  publifhed. 

Refolved^  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  examine  and 
report  the  numbers  and  circumftances  of  the  permits,  and  the  de- 
ftination  of  the  veffels,  to  which  fuch  permits  have  been  granted, 
for  exporting  the  produce  of  the  colonies,  in  confequence  of  the  im- 
portation of  ammunition  and  warlike  ftores  ;  and  that  the  repre- 
fentation  of  the  committee  ofinfpedlion  and  obfervation  for  the  ci- 
ty and  liberties  of  Philadelphia  on  this  fubjedl  be  referred  to  the 
faid  committee. 

The  members  chofen.  Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  Chafe,  Mr.  Wilfon,  Mr. 
'  Livingfton,  and  Mr.  Wythe, 

A  letter  from  the  convention  of  New- Jerfey, dated  February  24th 
ivas  read ; 

Refolved,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  the  committee  to  whom 
the  letter  from  gen  Lee,  was  this  morning  committed. 

Refolved,  That  an  order  be  drawn  on  the  treafurers  in  favour  of 
the  delegates  of  Maryland  for  the  fum  of  twenty  two  thoufand  dol- 
lars, to  be  by  them  exchanged  for  gold  and  filver,  and  paid  back 
into  the  treafury. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to  inorrow. 

Tuesday,  February!"],   1776. 

Refolved,  That  Monf.  Regonville  be  permitted  to  go  to  Briftal 
and  fpend  a  week  with  his  relations  there,  and  that,  after  that,  he 
return  to  Philadelphia. 

Refolved,  That  the  fum  of  1 00  dollars  be  paid  to  Monf.  Dugan  for 
hisfervices  in  the  caufeofthe  United  Colonies  in  Canada,  and  that 
it  be  recommended  to  the  commanding  officer  of  the  forces  of  the 
.United  Colonies  in  that  province,  to  advance  Jiim  to  a  poft  in  the 
army  fuitable  to  his  merit  and  fervices. 

The  committee,  to  whom  the  letters  from  Chriftopher  Lefiing- 
vvell  and  others  concerning  the  brigantine  Nancy  commanded  by 
Thomas  Davis  and  her  cargo  were  referred,  brought  in  their  re- 
port, which  being  taken  into  confideration; 

Refolved,  That  the  cafe  of  the  faid  brigantine  and  cargo,  p^rtain.- 

-  '  eth 
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€th  to  the  judicature  ellabllfhed  in  the  colony  of  Conneftlcut  for 
hearing  and  determining  matters  of  the  fame  kind. 

The  Congrefs  taking  into  confideratipn  the  report  of  the  com» 
^mittee  appointed  to  cpnficler  into  what  departnaents  the  middle 
and  fouthern  colonies  pught  to.be  formed  ; 

Refoked,  That  New-York,  New-Jerfey,  Pennfylvania,  the 
Lower  Counties  cjn  Delaware,  and  Maryland,  be  put  into  one  de- 
partment under  the  command  pf  one  major  general,  and  two 
brigadiers  general  with  proper  flaff  : 

That  Virginia,  Nprth  Carolina,  South-Carolina,  and  Georgia, 
be  put  into  one  other  department,  under  the  command  of  one 
.major  general,  and  three  brigadiers  general  with  proper  ftaff: 

That  Friday  next  be  affign^d  for  the  ele<5lion  of  the  majors 
general,  brigadiers  general,  and  ftafF  officers  in  the  foregoing  de- 
,partmepts. 

Refolvedy  That  it  be  recoiriraended  to  the  convention  of  New- 
Jerfey,  to  have  the  cargo  of  the  tranfport  Blue  Mountain  Valley 
^landed,  and  fecured  in  fome  fafe  place  till  further  orders  of  Con- 
.grefs. 

The  order  of  the  day  being. renewed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-mojrpw. 

Wednesday,  February  28,   1776. 

Refohed,  That  generalJLee  be  dire6led  not  to  prpceed.to  Cana- 
da, until  he  receive  further  orders  from  Congrefs. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  letters  from  general  Lee  and  tlic 
convention  of  New-Jerfey  were  referred,  brought  in  their  report 
whiph  was  read. 

Refolvedy  Th^t  the  confideration  thereqf  be  poftponed  till  to- 
morrow. 

Refolved,  That  the  fecret  pgrnrnittee  be  directed  to  repay  to  the 
delegates  of  North-Carolina,  the  four  hundred  weight  of  powder 
.borrowed  of  that  colony. 

The  committee  on  prifoners,  to  whom  the  letter  from  the  com- 
mittee of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania  was  referred,  brought  in  their  re- 
port, which  was  taken  into  confideration,  and  thereupon 

Refohed,  That  the  committee  of  infpeftlon  and  obfervatlon,  for 
the  county  pf  Berks  in  Pennfylvania,  be  authorifed  and  requefted 
to  contract  upon  reafonable  terms  for  the  fubliftence  of  fuch  of  the 
prifoners  now  in  Reading,  as  are  npt  fupplied  by  Mr.  Frajiks, 
together  with  the  women  and  children  belonging  to  all  the  pri- 
jfoners  there,  and  for  fupplying  them  with  fire-wood  and  other 
things  abfolutely  neceffary  for  their  fupport : 

That  the  committees  of  infpe6tion  and  obfervatipn  fpr  the  coun- 
ties, diflricts,  or  towns  afiigned  for  the  refidence  of  prifoners,  be 
impowered  to  fuperintend  their  conduct,  and  in  cafes  of  grofs  mif- 
behaviour  to  confine  them,  and  report  to  Congrefs  the  proceedings 
had  oh  fuch  occafions.  Ordered^ 
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Orderedy  That  the  foregoing  refolve  be  publifhed. 
Refohedy  That  the  committee  of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania,  agree- 
able to  the  offer  made  by  them  of  their  fervice,  of  which  Congrefs 
have  a  proper  fenfe,  be  authorifed  to  diftribute  the  officers,  who 
are  prifoners  in  Lancafter,  in  fuch  places  within  the  province  of 
Pennfylvania,  as  to  that  committee  fhall  feem  moll  proper ;  tak- 
ing their  parole,  which  if  they  refufe  to  give,  the  faid  committee 
are  irapowered  and  direfted  to  confine  them  ;  and  that  in  executing 
this  refolve,  the  faid  committee  have  regard  to  the  refolutions 
heretofore  made  by  Congrefs,  with  refped  to  prifoners  and  their 
refidence. 

A  petition  of  Anthony  Marmajou,  mafter  and  owner  of  the 
brig  Little  Polly  of  the  ifland  of  Martinique,  was  prefented  to 
Congrefs  and  read,  whereupon 

Refolvedy  That  Monfieur  Marmajou  be  permitted  to  load  the 
brigantine  Little  Polly,  in  which  he  imported  a  fmall  quantity  of 
powder  and  arms,  with  the  produce  of  thefe  colonies  (horned  cat- 
tle, fheep,  hogs,  poultry,  and  lumber  for  making  cafks  excepted) 
and  export  the  fame  to  Martinique;  and  that  the  faid  Anthony 
Marmajou  do  take  very  poITible  precaution  to  avoid  all  Britifh 
men  of  war  and  cutters  on  his  voyage  ;  and  that  he  ufe  his  utmofl 
endeavours  to  import  into  thef^e  colonies  the  powder  and  arms 
mentioned  in  his  petition. 

Refolve d.  That  an  order  be  drawn  on  the  treafurers,  in  favour 
of  Mr.  J.  Meafe,  for  the  fum  of  twenty  thoufand  dollars,  he  to 
be  accountable. 

The  committee,  to  whom  the  letters  from  general  Schuyler, 
dated  the  loth  and  13th  of  February,  and  the  papers  there  men- 
tioned were  referred,  brought  in  their  report,  which  was  taken 
into  confideration,  whereupon 

Refolved,  That  a  fulScient  quantity  of  fleel  be  fent  to  general 
Schuyler,  or  the  commanding  officer  at  Albany,  for  the  armour- 
ers and  the  blackfmiths  who  are  appointed  to  go  and  work  for  the 
Indians,  and  that  the  delegates  of  New-Jerfey  be  defired  to  pro- 
vide and  forward  the  fame  : 

That  an  account  of  the  money  paid  to  the  Pennfylvania  troops, 
who  have  marched  to  Canada,  be  fent  to  general  Schuyler : 

That  the  deputy  mufter-mafter  general.  Gunning  Bedford,  Efq; 
be  direded  to  repair  to  his  pofl  forthwith  in  the  northern  army  m 
Canada,  and  that  he  mufter  the  troops  once  in  every  month,  and 
make  ret^urns  to  Congrefs  and  the  commanding  officer  : 

That  the  orders  given  by  general  Schuyler,  in  his  letter  of  th^ 
1 2th  inflant,  to  lieut.  colonel  Warner  be  approved. 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow^ 


Thursday* 
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Thursday,  February  29,    1776. 

The  colony  of  New  Hampfhire  having  appointed  delegates  for 
the  prefent  year,  William  Whipple,  Efq;  one  of  the  faid  dck'- 
gates  attended  and  produced  the  credentials  of  their  appointment, 
which  were  read  as  follows  : 

"  Colony   of  New  Hamplhire,  in  the  House   of   Representa- 
tives, January  23,   1776. 

"  Voted,  That  Jofiah  Bartlett,  John  Langdon,  and  William 
Whipple,  Efqrs.  be  and  hereby  are  appointed  delegates  to  repre- 
fent  this  colony  in  the  Continental  Congrefs  at  Philadelphia,  for 
the  term  of  one  year  from  this  time,  any  one  of  them  in  the  ab- 
fence  of  the  others  to  have  full  power  to  reprefent  this  colony,  and 
that  not  more  than  two  of  them  attend  at  one  time.  Sent  up  for 
concurrence, 

P.  White,  Speaker, 
In  Council,  eodem  die* 

Read  and  concurred. 

E.  Thompson,  Secretary, 
A  true  Copy  from  the  Journal  of  Council, 

Attefi,  E.  Thompson,  Secretary^"* 

A  letter  of  the  14th  from  general  Wafhington,  inclofing  a  let- 
ter from  lord  Drummond  to  general  Robinfon,  and  fundry  other 
papers,  was  read. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Congrefs  refolved  itfelf 
into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  confideration  the  let- 
ter from  general  Waifhington  of  the  9th  inflant,  and  the  trade  of 
the  colonies  after  the  ift  of  March  ;  and  after  fome  time  the  prefl- 
dent  refumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Ward  reported  that  the  commit- 
tee not  having  come  to  a  conclufion,  defired  him  to  move  for  leave 
to  fit  again. 

Refolved,  That  this  Congrefs  v/ill,  to-morrow,  refolve  it- 
felf into  a  committe  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  farther  confideration 
the  letter  from  general  "Wafhington,  and  the  trade  of  the  colonies. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Friday,  March  i.  1776. 

A  letter  from  the  Committee  of  fafety  of  New  Hampfhire,  with 
a  petition  from  the  faid  colony,  and  fundry  other  papers  were  read, 

Rtfblved^  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr,  Wythe,  Mr.  Braxton,  and  Dr, 
Franklin. 

A  7>etition  from  the  inhabitants  of  Falmouth  bein^'  prefentcd 
was  read. 

ReCohed^  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr,  W.  Livingfton,  Mr.  Read,  and  Mr. 
Pac3 

A  letter  from  J.  Meafe  commiffary,  with  fundry  Queries, to  which 

he 
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be  requefts  the  anfwers  of  Congrefs,  that  he  may  know  how  tf? 
condiidl  the  bufinefs  intru-fted  to  him,  was  laid  before  Congrefs 
and  read. 

Refohedy  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Rutledge,  Mr.  Paine,  and  Mr. 
Hewes. 

A  memorial  of  the  merchants,  traders,  and  others,  of  the  city 
cf  Philadelphia,  was  prefented  and  read. 

Refohedi  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  the  whole. 

The  general  afTembly  of  Maffachufetts-Bay  having  tranfmitted 
to  Congrefs  a  ftateof  the  accounts  of  their  colony  againft  the  con- 
tmenti 

Refohedy  That  the  fame  be  referred  for  liquidation  to  the  com- 
mittee of  claims. 

Refohedi  That  an  addition  of  thirty  four  dollars  a  month  be  ad- 
ded to  the  pay  of  Jofeph  Reed,  Efq.  fecretary  to  gen.  Wafhing- 
ton,  on  account  of  the  extraordinary  fervices  at  preferit  attending 
that  office,  by  reafon  of  the  General's  diredion  of  the  naval  depart- 
ment. 

Refohed,  That  this  Congrefs  will  to  morrow  refolve  itfelf  into 
a  committee  of  the  -whole,  to  take  into  cbnfideratiori  the  letter  of 
gen.  Wafnington,  of  the  14th,  with  the  papers  enclofed. 

Rejohedt  That  the  fecret  committee  be  dlreded  to  treat  with 
the  owners  of  fome  medicines  lately  imported,  and  to  purchafe  the 
fame  on  the  moft  reafonable  terms  for  the  ufe  of  the  continent. 

Refolved,  That  major  gen.  Lee  be  appointed  to  take  the  com- 
mand of  the  continental  forces  in  the  fouthern  department. 

The  Congrefs  proceeded  to  theeleftion  of  fix  brigadier  generals, 
and  the  ballots  being  delivered  in  and  examined,  the  following 
eentlemen  were  chofen. 

John  Armftrong,  Efq. 

William  Thompfon,  Efq. 

Andrew  Lewis j  Efq. 

James  Moore,  Efq. 

The  right  honorable  William,  earl  of  SteHing. 

Robert  Howe,  Efq. 

Refrjh^dy  That  brigadier  gen.  Armftrong  be  direfted  to  repair  to 
South-Carolina,  brigadiers  Lewis  and  Howe  to  Virginia, and  briga- 
dier Moore  to  North-Carolina,  and  to  take  the  command  of  the 
forces  in  thofe  refpedlive  Colonies,  until  they  receive  further  orders 
from  Congrefs  or  a  fuperior officer. 

Refohedy  That  brigadier  gen.  Thompfon  be  diredled,  to  repair 
to  New-York. 

The  orders  of  the  day  being  poftponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday4 

MoNDATj 
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Monday,  March  4.  1776. 

Refohed,  That  Mr.  Alfop  be  appointed  a  member  of  the  commit- 
tee of  claims  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Lewis  who  is  abfent,  and  Mr. 
Whipple  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Bartlett,  who  defires  to  be  excufed 
from  that  fervice. 

Refohedy  That  in  cafe  of  the  abfence  of  any  {landing  member 
of  the  committee  of  claims,  the  delegates  of  the  colony  to  which 
he  belongs,  be  impoweredto  nominate  one  of  their  number  to  a6t 
in  the  ftead  of  the  abfent  member,  till  his  return. 

Sundry  letters  and  papers-  were  received  and  read,  viz. 

A  letter  from  the  convention  of  New-York,  of  28th  February 

inclofing  a  recommendation  of  gentlemen  for  field  of&cers  of  the 

four  battalions  ordered  to  be  raifed  in  that  colony  : 

i2e/J/'ye'^,That  the  fame  be  referred  for  confideration  till  to-morrow. 

•  A  memorial  from  fundry  merchants  of  Montreal,  refpefling  the 

Indian  trade. 

A  refolution  of  the  committee  of  infpe^tion  for  the  county  of 
Accomac. 

Two  letters  from  brigadier  general  Woofter  of  the  nth  and 
13th  February,  with  feven  papers  enclofed. 

Two  from  brigadier  general  Arnold,  one  of  the  ill,  and  the  o- 
therofthe  12th  of  February. 

Four  from  general  Schuyler  dated  the  15th,  20th,  2iil,  and  23d 
of  the  fame  month. 

One  from  general  Lee  of  the  29th. 

One  from  the  convention  of  New-Hampfhire,  of  the  8th. 

And  one  from  the  committee  of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania. 
■     Refolvedy  That  the  memorial  from  the  merchants  of  Montreal, 
be  referred  to  a  committee  of  five. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Wilfon,  Mr.  J.  Adams,  Mr.  W. 
Livingfton,  Mr.  L.  Morris,  and  Mr.  Tilghman. 

That  the  refolution  from  the  committee  of  Accomac,  be  refer- 
red to  the  committee  of  the  whole  Congrefs. 

That  the  letters  from  major  generals  Lee  and  Schuyler,  and 
from  brigadier  generals  Woofter  and  Arnold  be  referred  to  the 
committee  appointed  to  prepare  inftruftions  for  the  commiffioners 
going  to  Canada. 

That  the  other  letters  be  referred  for  confideration  till  to-morrow. 

The  committee  appointed  to  examine  and  report  the  number 
and  circumftances  of  the  permits  granted  for  exporting  produce 
&c.  brought  in  their  report,  which  was  taken  into  confideration  ; 
whereupon, 

Refolvedy  That  the  reftraint  be  taken  off,  which  by  a  refolve  of 
the  26th  of  laft  month  was  laid  upon  veflels  loading  or  loaded  with 
produce  for  Great-Britain,  Ireland,  or  the  Britilh  Weft-Indies  in 
confequence  of  permifTions  granted  for  arms  and  ammunition  im- 
ported into  thefe  colonies. 

Refolved,  That  the  fecret  committee  be  directed  with  all  pofTible 
Vol.   II.  L  expedition 
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Expedition  to  fend, under  a  guard,  ten  tons  of  powder  to  Cambridge ; 
for  the  ufe  of  the  army  under  the  command  of  gen.  Wafhington. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  memorial  from  fundry  inhabitants 
of  Northumberland,  and  the  petition  from  the  inhabitants  near 
Pittfburgh  were  referred,  brought  in  their  report,  which  was  read  : 

Ordered,  to  lie  on  the  table  for  the  perufal  of  the  members. 

Refolvedi  That  colonel  Beletre,  major  Longeuil,and  capt.  Lot- 
biniere,  three  of  the  Canadian  prifoners  who  are  at  Briftol  in  Penn- 
fylvania,  be  permitted  to  come  to  Philadelphia,  to  confer  with  th« 
committee  on  prifoners. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  renewed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to  morrow. 

Tuesday,  March  5.  1776. 

Two  letters  from  gen.  Schuyler,  dated  the  26  and  27  February, 
with  four  papers  inclofed,  among  which  was  a  letter  from  James 
Deane  to  gen.  Schuyler,  of  the  24ih  of  the  fame  month,  were  re- 
ceived and  read. 

Refoived,  That  the  letter  from  James  Deane  be  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee of  three. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Rutledge,  Mr.  Wythe,  and  Mr.  W» 
Livingfton. 

The  Congrefs  took  Into  confideration  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee on  the  niemorial  from  the  inhabitants  of  Northumberland, 
&c.  whereupon, 

RefolvedyAs  the  faid  memorial  relates  merely  to  difputes  between 
the  memoriallils  and  other  inhabitants  of  faid  county,  and  to  com- 
plaints againiljuftices  of  the  peace  of  the  faid  county,  and  as  the 
common  courts  of  judicature,  and  efpeclail^'  the  legiflature  of  the 
colony  of  Pennfylvania  are  altogether  competent  for  remedying 
the  grievancies  complained  of,  that  the  faid  memorial  with  the  pa- 
pers therewith  delivered,  betranfmitted  to  the  aflembly  of  faid  co- 
lony. 

TheConerers  then  refoived  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole, 
to  take  into  confideration  the  letter  from  gen.  Wafhington  of  the 
T4th  of  February,  and  the  papers  inclofed,  and  after  fome  time  the 
prefident  refumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Harrifon  reported,  that  the 
committee  have  had  under  confideration  the  letter  and  papers  to 
them  referred,  but  have  come  to  no  refolution  thereon. 

Refoived,  That  the  letter  from  gen.  Wafhington,  fo  far  as  It  has 
not  been  confidered  by  the  committee  of  the  whole,  be  referred  to 
the  committee  to  whom  his  other  letters  of  the  24th  and  30th  of 
January  were  referred. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  renewed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Wednesday,  March 6,  1776. 

A  letter  from  gen.  Wafhington  of  the  26  February  was  read. 

Refoived. 
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Refelved,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  to  whom  his  other 
letters  are  referred. 

A  letter  from  J.  Pahner  inclofing  a  report  of  a  committee  of  the 
general  affembly  of  Maffachuietts-Bay    refpe<^ing  lead,  was  read  ; 

Refolvedy  That  the  committee  appointed  on  the  3  ill  of  July  laft, 
to  enquire  in  all  the  colonies  after  virgin-lead,  leaden-ore,  and 
the  belt  method  of  colle6ling,  fmelting,  and  refining  it,  and  alfo 
the  cheapeft  and  eafieft  ririethods  of  making  fait  in  thefe  colonies,  be 
difcharged,  and  that  the  bidinefs  of  the  faid  committee  be  referred 
to  the  committee  appointed  on  the  23d  of  February  1  ail,  to  conlider 
of  farther  ways  and  means  of  promoting  and  encouraging  the  ma- 
nufadlure  of  faltpetre,  &c. 

Refolved^  That  the  letter  from  J.  Palmer  with  the  inclofed  report 
be  referred  to  the  laft  mentioned  committee. 

A  letter  from  gen.  Wafhmgton  dated  18th  and  2iftof  Februa- 
ry laft,  inclofing  the  proceedings  of  a  council  of  war  was  read. 

Rejolvedy  That  brigadier  gen.  Thomas  be  appointed  to  com- 
mand the  forces  in  Canada,  and  that  gen.  Wafhington  be  diredled 
to  order  him  immediately  to  repair  to  that  province. 

Refohed)  That  brip^adier  gen.  Thomas  be  promoted  to  the  rank 
of  a  major  general,  and  that  a  commiffion  be  fent  to  him  accordingly. 

Ordered t  That  the  prefident  acquaint  gen.  Wafliington  by  ex- 
prefs  of  this  arrangement. 

Refolvedf  As  fundry  members  of  the  marine  committee  are  ab- 
fent,  that  their  places  be  fupplied  by  Mr.  Huntington  for  Con- 
nefticut,  Mr., Sergeant  for  New-Jerfey,  Mr.  Harrifon  for  Virginias 
and  Mr.  E.  Rutledge  for  South  Carolina. 

Refolvedi  That  the  fecret  committee  de  directed  to  fend  five  tons 
of  powder  to  New- York  for  the  ufe  of  the  continental  troops  there, 
and  five  tons  of  powder  to  the  fouthern  department  for  the  ufe  of 
the  troops  in  faid  department ,; 

That  the  faid  committee  be  dire£led  to  return  to  the  colony  of 
Maryland  the  powder  borrowed  by  Mr,  Harrifon,  and  to  the  colo- 
ny of  New- York  and  to  the  committee  of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania 
the  powder  borrowed  of  them  : 

That  the  faid  committee  be  directed  to  deliver  to  the  delegates 
of  the  Delaware  government  one  ton  of  powder,  for  which  they  are 
to  be  accountable,  and  to  the  delegates  of  New-Jerfey  one  ton  of 
powder,  for  which  that  colony  is  to  be  accountable. 

Refolved,  That  the  prefident  inform  gen.  Schuyler,  that  the 
Congrefs  judge  it  necefTary  he  fhould  remain  at  Albany  to  make 
the  proper  arrangements  refpe6Hng  the  army  deftined  for  Canada, 
and  therefore  that  he  eftablifh  his  head  quarters  at  Albany  until 
further  orders. 

Refolved,  That  Tlio mas  Bullet,  Efq;  be  appointed  deputy  ad- 
jutant general  in  the  fouthern  department,  with  the  rank  of  lieu- 
tenant-colonel. 

Refolved 
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Refohedy  That  the  fecret  committee  be  direfted  to  deliver  to  co- 
lonel Wayne  the  arms  in  their  poffelTion,  for  the  life  of  his  battalion, 
retaining  fo  many  as  will  be  neceffary  for  the  guard  that  is  to  attend 
the  powder  to  Cambridge. 

Th.^  order  of  the  day  being  renewed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to  morrow. 

Thursday,  March  7,   1776. 

A  letter  from  gen.  Wafhington  of  the  29th  of  February,  and  a 
letter  from  gen.  Schuyler  of  the  23d  of  the  fame  month,  were  re- 
ceived and  read* 

Re/cdved,  That  an  order  for  one  hundred  thoufand  dollars  be 
drawn  on  the  treafurers,  in  favour  of  the  delegates  of  Connecticut, 
in  part  of  the  money  advanced  by  faid  colony  on  account  of  th^ 
continent;  and  that  the  faid  colony  be  delired  to  fend  forward  their 
accounts  with  proper  vouchers,in  order  for  liquidation  andpayment. 

The  Congrefs  being  informed  that  Ifaac  Melchior,  on  the  eve- 
ning of  Saturday  laft,  treated  the  prefident  of  this  Congrefs  with 
great  rudeneis,  and  made  ufe  of  feveral  difrepedlful  and  contemp- 
tuous expreffions  towards  him  and  this  Congrefs. 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  Ifaac  Melchior  attend  the  Congrefs  to- 
morrow morning  at  eleven  o'clock,  to  anfwer  for  his  condudt. 

Refo/ved,  That  Edward  Hand,  Efq;  be  promoted  to  be  colo- 
nel of  the  battalion  of  riffle-men  in  the  army  at  Cambridge,  and 
James  Chambers,  Efq;  to  be  lieutenant  colonel  of  the  fame. 

That  William  Winds,  Efq;  be  promoted  to  be  colonel,  of  the 
firft  New-Jerfey  battalion,  and  that  Matthias  Ogden,  Efq.  be  ap- 
pointed lieutenant  colonel  of  the  fame. 

Rejo/vedi  That  the  committee  on  qualifications  be  direfted  to  fup- 
ply  the  firft  and  third  New-Jerfey  battalions  with  proper  medicine 
chefts  and  inftruments. 

A  letter  from  lord  Stirling,  with  affidavits,  relative  to  the  cap- 
ture of  the  Amboy  packet  boat,  was  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read. 

Refolvedi  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  to  whom  the  let- 
ters from  gen.  Wafhington  were  referred. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  letter  from  the  committee  of  fafety 
<bf  New-Hampfnire  was  referred,  brought  in  their  report,  which 
was  read. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported  that  there  is  due. 

To  Hall  and  Sellers,  for  printing  the  continental  bills  of  credit, 
the  fum  of  1735.4  dollars  : 

To  Frederick  Becking,  for  102  reams  of  paper  for  the  conti- 
nental bills  of  credit,  the  fum  707.2  dollars  : 

To  the  eitate  of  David  Hall,  deceafed,  for  flationary  for  the  fer- 
vice  of  Congrefs,  the  fum  of  50.6  dollars: 

To  Robert  Erwin,  for  twenty  cords  of  wood,  the  fum  of  <8o 
dollars : 

To 
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To  Wallore  Meng,  for  canteen  ftraps,  the  fum  of  84.3  dollars : 

To  Jared  Tracey,  for  carrying  money  from  Philadelphia  to 
Cambridge  the  fum  of  36  dollars,  and  that  the  fame  ought  to  be 
paid  to  Jofiah  Bartlett,  Efq  : 

To  fundries  on  certificates  for  provifions  furnifhed  feveral  riffle 
companies  the  fum  of  35.3  dollars,  and  that  the  fame  ought  to  be 
paid  to  John  Alfop,  Efq: 

To  Thomas  Apty,  for  boarding  feveral  prifoners  taken  from  oa 
board  the  Rebecca  and  Ann,  the  fum  of  ^4.7  dollars: 

To  Robert  Erwin  for  waggonage,  the  fum  of  637.7  dollars. 

Ordered,  That  the  above  accounts  be  paid. 

Refohedi  That  to  morrow  be  afiigned  for  electing  the  field  offi- 
cers of  the  four  battalions  ordered  to  be  raifed  in  the  colony  of 
New- York,  for  the  defence  of  the  faid  colony. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  renewed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to  morrow. 

Friday,  ilfi^r*:^;  8.  1776. 
Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Congrefs  proceeded  to 
the  ele6:ion  of  field  officers  of  the  four  battalions,  ordered  to  be 
raifed  in  the  colony  of  New-York  for  the  defence  of  the  faid  colony, 
and  the  ballots  being  taken,  the  following  gentlemen  were  chofen: 
Alexander  M'Dougal,  Efq.  colonel  "^ 

Herman Zedwitz.  Efq.  lieutenant  colonel  C  of  the  id  battalion. 
Jofeph  Benedict,  Efq.  major  j 

James  Clinton,  Efq.  colonel  ") 

Henry  B.  Livingfton ,  Efq.  lieut.  colonel    C  of  the  2d  ditto. 
Peter  P.  Schuyler,  Efq.  major  J) 

Frederick  Wiefenfels,  Efq.  lieut.  colonel  v  of  the  3d  ditto. 

John  Fifher,  Efq.  major  j 

Cornelius  D.  Wyncoop,  Efq.  colonel        '^ 

Philip  Courtlandt,  Efq.  lieutenant  colonel  V  of  the  4th  ditto. 

John  Nicholfon,  Efq.  major.  j 

The  Congrefs  being  informed  that  Mr.  Melchior  was  attending 
agreeable  to  the  orders  of  yefterday. 

Ordered,  That  he  be  called  in. 

Mr.  Melchior  appearing,  the  particulars  of  the  charge  were  re- 
peated to  him,  and  on  his  afTuring  the  houfe  of  his  not  remembering 
his  having  behaved  with  the  difrefpedl  mentioned,  owing  to  the 
particular  circumftances  he  happened  to  be  under,  and  allying  par- 
don of  the  Congrefs  and  prefident  for  his  inrlecent  behaviour, 

Ordered,  That  in  confideration  of  Mr.  Melchior's  former  fervices 
and  his  prefent  concefTions,  he  be  difmiffed  from  farther  attendance. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  letters  from  major  gen.  Schuyler, 
|)rigadier  gen.  Woofler,  and  brigadier  gen,  Arnold  were  referred, 

brought 
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brought  in  their  report,  which  was  taken  into  confideration  ;  where- 
upon, 

Refohedy  That  the  coitimiflioners  appointed  to  go  to  Canada, 
be  delired  to  inquire  into  the  caufe  of  the  imprifonment  of  the  offi- 
cers of  militia  in  that  country  and  others,  and  take  fuch  meafures 
in  concert  with  the  commanding  officer  of  the  continental  forces 
there,  for  their  enlargement  or  confinement,  as  are  confiftent  with 
the  principles  of  juilice,  aiid  the  fafety  of  the  United  Colonies. 

That  the  provifions  made  by  gen.  Lee  and  gen.  Schuyler  to 
fupply  the  army  in  Canada  with  pork,  the  direction  given  by  gen. 
Lee  to  have  wheat  ground  into  flour  for  their  ufe,  and  his  contrail 
with  the  pompany  of  carpenters  be  approved;  and  that  Mr.  Peter 
Zabriflde,  of  Hackinfack,  be  employed  to  tranfport  the  pork,  to 
be  procured  in  New-Jerfey,  to  Hudfon's  River,  according  to  gen. 
Schuyler's  defire. 

That  when  the  articles  fpecified,  in  the  rations  allowed  to  the 
prifoners  of  war,  cannot  be  procured,the  perfons  who  fupply  them 
with  other  provifions  be  intiUedto  eight  pence,  New-York  currency, 
or  one-tnuelfth  of  a  dollar  per  day  for  every  prifoner : 

That  Indians  be  not  employed  as  foldiers  in  .the  armies  of  the 
United  Colonies,  before  the  tribes  to  which  they  belong,  fhall  in 
a  national  council,  held  in  the  cuflomary  manner,  have  confented 
thereunto,  nor  then,  without  exprefs  approbation  of  Congrefs. 

That  gen.  Schuyler  be  directed  to  provide  fuch  a  number  of 
batteaus  for  the  fervice  in  Canada,  as  Ihall  be  fufScient  for  it. 

That  gen.  Schuyler  be  defired  to  purchafe  the  cloth,  which  Mr. 
Henry  of  Albany  hath  for  tents. 

That  the  committee  of  infpedlion  and  obfervation  for  the  city 
and  liberties  of  Philadelphia,  be  denred  to  colled  all  the  gold  and 
hlver  coin  they  can,  to  be  exchanged  for  continental  bills  of  credit, 
for  the  fervice  of  Canada. 

Refolvedy  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  enquire  and 
report  the  befl  ways  and  means  of  fupplying  the  army  in  Canada, 
with  provifions  and  necelTarles : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Gerry,  Mr.  Wolcott,  and  Mr.  L. 
Morris. 

Refolvedy  That  an  order  for  To,oco  dollars  be  drawn  on  the 
treafurers,  in  favour  of  the  committee  appointed  to  contract  for  the 
making  of  mufl<:ets,  thefaid  committee  to  be  accountable. 

A  letter  from  colonel  Kazen,  of  the  i8th  of  February  laft,  in- 
clofing  an  account  and  eftimate  of  the  lofTes  he  has  fuflained,  was 
received  and  read. 

Refohedy  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  Mr.  V/ythe,  Mr.  Sher- 
man, Mr.  Ward,  and  Mr.  S.  Adams,  who  are  directed  to  examine 
the  faid  account,  and  report  upon  the  feveral  articles. 

A  letter  from  jrovernor  Trumbull,  of  the.  2d,  and  a  letter  from 


tren.  Lee,  of  the  c;th,  beinij  received  were  read. 


Adicurned 
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Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Saturday,  March g.   i??^* 

Refolved,  That  a  letter  be  written  to  gen.  Wafhington,  defirlng 
him  to  fend  capt.  Connor  of  the  riffle  battalion  to  Philadelphia, 
the  Congrefs  having  occcafion  to  employ  him  in  the  fouthern  de- 
partment. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  inllrudions  for  the  com- 
mlffioners  going  to  Canada,  brought  in  a  draught  which  was  read. 

Ordered i  To  lie  on  the  table  for  the  perufal  of  the  members. 

Two  petitions,  one  from  Stephen  Decatur,  mafter  of  the  fchoo- 
ner  L'Efperience,  and  one  from  John  Baptifto  Hugonence,  mailer 
of  the  Tartar  the  Marc  Anthony,  were  prefented  to  Congrefs  and. 
read,  praying  leave  to  export  certain  fpecies  of  produce,  on  con- 
ditions fpecified  in  their  petitions. 

Refolved,  That  the  prayer  of  faid  petitions  be  granted. 

Refolvedi  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  take  into  con- 
fideration  the  ftate  of  the  colonies  in  the  fouthern  department. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Johnfton,  Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  S.  Adams, 
Mr.  Sergeant,  and  Mr.  Sherman. 

.J  Refolved^  That  the  following  gentlemen  be  appointed  and  au- 
thorized to  fign  and  number  the  bills  of  credit  of  four  millions  of 
dollars  now  emitting,  viz. 

Samuel  Morris,  John  Kaighn,  Nicholas  Garrifon,  Jofeph  Wat- 
kins,  Anthony  Morris,  Frederic  Kuhl,  Matthew  Clarkfon,  John 
Ord,  William  Webb,  Ifaac  Hazlehurft,  Thomas  Morris,  Morde- 
cai  Lewis,  Cornelius  Barnes,  Jonathan  B,  Smith,  Robert  Tuck- 
nifs,  Thomas  Coombe,  Daniel  CI ymer,  George  Campbell,  Jofeph 
Parker,  Robert  Evans,  Adam  Hubly,  Joel  Evans,  John  Meafe,John 
Purviance,  Robert  Hazlehurft, Walter  Shee,Jofeph  Redman,  Phineas 
Bond,  William  Ma{lers,John  Salter,  John  Howard,  Thomas  Leech, 
Thomas  Smith,Philip  Kinfey,Pvobert  Roberts, Ifaac  Howell,James 
Milligan,  Tench  Tilghman,  Jofeph  Bullock,  David  Duncan,  John 
Shaw,  jun.  James  Thompfon,  Benjamin  Brannan,  Samuel  Sellers, 
Ifaac  Pearfon,  John  Sellers,  Benjamin  Jacobs,  Ifrael  Wheeler, 
Jofiah  Hewes,  Andrew  Tybout,  George  Douglas,  Peter  Stretch, 
Samuel  C.  Morris,  Samuel  Hillegas,  Nathan  Sellers,  George  Gray, 
jun.  James  Afli,  Sam.uel  Mafley,  John  Williams,  and  William 
Coates. 

Refolvedf  That  before  the  figners  enter  upon  their  office  they 
(hall  refpedlively  take  an  oath  or  affirmation  before  any  magiftrate, 
which  (hall  be  filed  with  the  committee  of  treafury,  to  thefollow- 
ing^fFe(fl;  that  they  fhall  well  and  truly  fign  and  number  all  the 
Ipills  to  be  delivered  to  them  by  the  infpe^lors  of  the  prefs  appoint- 
ed by  the  Congrefs,  and  the  fame  fo  figned  and  numbered,  fhall 
deliver  or  caufe  to  be  delivered  to  the  continental  treafurers,  or  one 
of them. 

And 
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And  for  avoiding  the  dangers  from  fire,  robbery,  or  negligence 5 

Refohed,  That  the  infpe6:ors  of  the  prefs  fhall  not  deliver  to  a- 
ny  clafs  of  figners  more  than  two  parcels  of  two  hundred  fheets 
each,  to  be  in  their  hands  at  any  one  time. 

Refolvedi  That  no  oath  by  way  of  teft  be  impofed  upon,  exaft- 
cd,  or  required  of  any  of  the  inhabitants  of  thefe  colonies,  by  any 
military  officers. 

Refolvedy  That  the  fecret  committee  be  directed  to  deliver  one 
ton  of  powder  to  the  delegates  of  Maryland,  for  the  public  fervlce 
m  that  colony. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poflponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday  next. 

yio-HTikY,  March  lit   1776. 

A  letter  from  lord  Stirling  of  the  Sth  inclofing  three  papers;  and, 

A  letter  of  the  convention  of  New- York  of  the  7th,  inclofing 
an  application  from  Patrick  Sinclair,  a  prifoner,  for  leave  to  return 
to  Europe,  were  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read. 

The  Congrefs  taking;  into  confideration  the  letter  from  the  con- 
vention  of  New-York,  and  the  application  of  P.  Sinclair. 

Refehedy  That  Patrick  Sinclair  be  allowed  to  return  to  Europe. 

Refohed,  That  an  order  for  2500  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  trea- 
furers  in  favour  of  Mr.  Alfop,  Mr.  Lewis,  and  Mr.  Sherman,  to 
enable  them  to  pay  for  the  ihoes  purchafed  by  them  for  the  nor- 
thern, army. 

Refohed,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  conferwith 
gen.  Lee,  refpsfling  the  ways  and  means  of  defending  New-York. 

The  members  chofcn,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  Mr.  Whipple,  and  Mr. 
Rutledge. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported  that  there  is  due, 

To  Benjamin  Town,  for  789  canteens,  the  fum  of  341.9  dollars. 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  paid. 

Refohed,  That  the  committee  on  qualifications  be  directed  to 
provide  fix  medicine  chefts  for  the  fix  Virginia  battalions. 

The  Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  inftruclions  to  the  com- 
miffioners  going  to  Canada,  and  having  fpent  fome  time  thereon, 

Refohed,  That  the  farther  confideration  thereof  be  poftponed 
till  to  morrow. 

The  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Tuesday,  March  12.  1776. 
Refohed,  That  an  order  for  20,oco  dollars  be  drav/n  on  the  trea- 
furers  in  favour  of  James  Meafe  commiflary,  he  to  be  accountable. 
A  petition  from  Edmund  Cuftis,  and  a  letter  from  the  commit- 
tees of  Accomac  and  Northampton,  were  prefented  to  Congrefs, 
and  read ; 

Refohed, 


Marchj    1776.  89 

tlefohedy  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  the 
whole  Congrefs. 

A  letter  from  fundry  inhabitants  of  Weftmoreland,  of  the  6th 
inftant,  was  read. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  petition  from  Dr.  Hall  Jackfon,  was  prefented  to  Congrefs 
and  read. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Congrefs  then  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  inftruAions 
to  the  commiflioners  going  to  Canada,  and  after  fome  time  fpent 
thereon.  , 

Refolved,  That  the  farther  confideration  thereof  be  poftponed 
till  to-morrow. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  letter  from  colonel  Mofes  Hazen, 
and  the  report  of  perfons  appointed  to  ftate  the  account  of  lofTes 
and  damages  fuftained  by  him  in  Canada  were  referred,  brought 
in  their  report,  which  was  read  as  follows  : 

It  appears  to  your  committee  that  the  lofs  and  damage  fuHain^' 
ed  by  colonel  Hazen  in  Canada,  have  not  been  ellimated  with  fuf- 
ficient  accuracy;  that  fome  of  the  articles  enumerated  in  the  inven- 
tory are  prefumed  to  be  over-rated,  the  quantities  of  feveral  others 
reducible  to  exadlnefs  in  number,  weight,  or  meafure,  are  not  a- 
fcertained,  and  the  reafons  for  the  knowledge  or  belief  of  any  of 
them  by  the  witnefles,  are  not  explicit  enough  in  their  examinati- 
ons ;  that  although  the  grain,  grafs,  and  hay  mentioned  in  the  ac- 
count are  admitted  by  col.  Hazen,  in  his  letter,  to  have  been  part- 
ly deftroyed  by  the  minifterial  troops,  the  whole  value  is  extend-^ 
ed  ;-'that  the  eilimate  of  crops  are  fo  general,  it  cannot  be  difco- 
vered  by  what  rule  they  were  formed,  or  to  what  ftandard  adjull- 
ed;  that  the  damage  done  to  the  dwelling-houfe,  ftone-houfe,  out- 
houfes,  barn,  and  farms,  are  not  particularifed  or  fpecified  ;  that 
a.  confiderable   part  of  what  a   re-imburfement  is   claimed   for,  is 
hou(hold-furniture,  wearing-apparel,  tools,    utenfilsj   cables,  and 
anchors,  fuggefted  to  have  been  plundered  by  the  troops   of  the 
United  Colonies  and  Canadians,  who  joined  them  ;  and  your  com- 
mittee believe  that  no  reparation  of  the  like  kind  hath   yet  been 
made  by  Congrefs ;    and  that  the  profit  which   might  have  been 
made  of  the  mills  and  houfes,  if  the  owner  had  not  been  deprived  of 
the  ufe  of  them,  being  merely  contingent  and  conjedlural,  are  fuch 
as  have  not  ufually  been  made  good  in  fimilar  cafes.    Whereupon, 
Refolvei^  That  the  commiflioners  who  are  going  to  Canada  be 
defired  to  appoint  proper  perfons  to  examine,  ftate,  and  fettle  an 
account  of  the  lofs  and  damage  colonel  Hazen  hath  fuftained  in  his 
property  and  pofTeflions  in  Canada,  by  the  forces  of  the  United 
Colonies,  and  report  the  fame,  with  any  fpecial  matters  they  may 
think  fit,  to  Congrefs ;    annexing  to  their  reports,  the  eft-imates, 
examinations  of  the  witneffes,  and  other  papers  relative  therteo  : 

Vol.  n.  M  Rcfohed, 
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Refolved^  That  if  any  of  the  gentlemen  appointed  field  officers 
in  the  four  battalions  raifing  in  New-York,  for  the  defence  of  that 
colony,  are  provided  for  in  Canada,  they  be  direfted  to  continue 
there,  exercifing  the  offices  to  which  they  are  appointed,  and  that 
others  be  elected  in  their  room  in  the  four  battalions  aforefaid;  and 
that  fuch  of  them  as  are  not  provided  for  in  Canada,  be  direfted 
immediately  to  repair  to  their  refpedlive  battalions. 

The  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Wednesday,  March  13.   1776. 

A  letter  from  the  committee  of  EfTex  in  New-Jerfey,  of  the  7thy 
and  a  letter  from  captain  J.  Macpherfon  of  the  12  th,  were  laid 
before  Congrefs,  and  read. 

Refohedy  That  on  order  for  1000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  trea- 
furers  in  favour  of  Samuel  Fairlamb,  contraftor  for  fupplying  col. 
Wayne's  battalion  with  rations,  he  to  be  accountable. 

Refohedy  That  the  bills  drawn  by  the  treafurers  of  North-Caro- 
lina, for  the  ufe  of  the  continental  troops  in  that  colony  be  paid. 

Refohedy  That  the  fecret  committee  be  directed  to  fupply  the 
colony  of  Maryland  v/ith  500  lb.  of  powder,  for  the  ufe  of  the  in- 
habitants of  Cecil  county. 

Refohedy  That  a  committee  of  feven  be  appointed  to  inquire  and 
report  the  bell  ways  and  means  of  raifmg  the  neceflary  fupplies  to 
defray  the  expences  of  the  war  for  the  prefent  year,  over  and  above 
the  emifiion  of  bills  of  credit. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Johnfon,  Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  Hewes, 
Mr,  Gerry,  Mr.  R.  Morris,  Mr.  Ward,  and  Mr.  Wythe. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported  that  there  is  due,  * 

To  fundries,  for  expences  incurred  at  the  oration  in  memory  of 
general  Montgomery,  the  fum  of  94.3  dollars,  and  that  the  fame 
ought  to  be  paid  to  Dr.  Franklin. 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  paid. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  memorial  from  the  indian  traders 
at  Montreal  was  referred,  brought  in  their  report. 

The  Congrefs  then  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole, 
to  take  into  conlideration  the  memorial  from  the  merchants,  trad- 
ers, and  others,  inhabitants  of  Philadelphia,  the  memorial  of  Ed- 
mund Cuilis,  the  letters  from  the  committees  of  Accomac  and 
Northampton,  the  letters  from  general  Wafhington,  and  the  ftate 
of  the  trade  of  the  United  Colonies,  and  after  fome  time  the  pre- 
fident  refumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Ward  reported  that  the  com- 
mittee have  had  under  confideration  the  matters  referred  to  them, 
but  not  having  come  to  any  refolution  defired  him  to  move  for  leave 
to  lit  again. 

Refohedy  That  this  Congrefs  will  to-morrow  refolve  itfelf  into  a 
committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  their  farther  confideration 
the  matters  heretofore  referred  to  them. 
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Mr.  W.  LivingftoR  moved  for  Jeave  to  bring  in  a  refolution  for 
appointing  a  faft,  which  was  granted. 

Rejolveds  That  the  marine  committee  be  impowered  to  purchafe 
the  armed  veffel  now  in  the  river  Delaware,  on  the  mofl  reafonable 
terms,  for  the  fervices  of  the  continent,  and  that  her  deftination  be 
left  to  faid  committee. 

Refolvedy  That  the  expences  of  the  horfes  of  aids  de  camp,  when 
travelling  in  the  public  fervice,  be  charged  to  the  account  of  the 
United  Colonies 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Thursday,  March  14,  1776. 

The  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  general  Lee  refpefting 
the  defence  of  New-York,  brought  in  their  report,  which  was 
read;  whereupon, 

Refolvedy  That  eight  thoufand  men  be  ordered  for  the  defence 
of  the  colony  of  New- York. 

Refolvedy  That  orders  ifiue  to  colonel  Irvine,  colonel  Shee,  and 
colonel  Magaw,  of  the  Pennfylvania  troops,  and  to  colonel  Day- 
ton of  the  New-Jerfey  troops,  to  march  immediately  with  their 
refpeftive  battalions  to  New- York,  and  to  put  themfelves  under 
the  direction  of  the  commanding  officer  there. 

A  letter  from  general  Prefcot  of  the  i4th,  was  laid  before  Con- 
^refs  and  read; 

Refolvedy  That  the  committee  on  prifoners  be  directed  to  confer 
with  gen.  Prefcot  on  the  fubjedl  of  his  letter,  and  report  to  Congrefs. 

Refolvedy  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  feveral  alfemblies, 
conventions,  and  committees  or  councils  of  fafety  of  the  United 
Colonies,  immediately  to  caufb  allperfons  to  be  difarmed  within 
their  refpe6liv€  colonies,  who  are  notorioufly  difafFe<Sed  to  the 
caufe  of  America,  or  who  have  not  affociated,  and  fhall  refufe  to 
aflbciate  to  defend  by  arms  thefe  United  Colonies,  againil  the  hof- 
tile  attempts  of  the  Britifh  fleets  and  armies  ;  and  to  apply  the 
arms  taken  from  fuch  perfons  in  each  refpe£live  colony,  in  the  firlt 
place,  to  the  arming  the  continental  troops  raifed  in  faid  colony,  in 
the  next,  to  the  arming  fuch  troops  as  are  raifed  by  the  colony  for 
its  own  defence,  and  the  relidue  to  be  applied  to  the  arming  the 
afTociators ;  that  the  arms  when  taken  be  appraifed  by  indifferent 
perfons,  and  fuch  as  are  applied  to  the  arming  the  continental 
troops  be  paid  for  by  the  Congrefs,  and  the  refidue  by  the  refpec- 
tive  aflemblies,  conventions,  or  councils,  or  committees  of  fafety  : 

Orderedy  That  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  refolution  be  tranfmitted 
by  the  delegates  of  each  colony,  to  their  refpe£live  aflemblies,  con- 
ventions, or  councils  or  committees  of  fafety. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported  that  there  is  due. 

To  William  Hencher,  for  waggon-hire,  in  conveying  captain 
Stevenfon's  baggage,  &c.  to  Cambridge,  the  fum  of  58.3  dollars, 
and  that  the  fame  ought  to  be  paid  to  Mofes  Hunter  : 

To 
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To  Rachel  Stille,  for  boarding  feveral  officers,  prifoners,  to 
the  8th  of  March  inflant,  the  fum  of  224.7  dollars  : 

To  Jofeph  Fineur,  for  five  hundred  and  eleven  tin  cartridge 
boxes,  the  fum  of  221.4  dollars. 

Ordered,  That  the  above  accounts  be  paid. 

The  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poflponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to  morrow. 

Friday,  March  15.    1776. 

Sundry  letters  being  received  were  laid  before  Congrefs  and 
read,  viz. 

One  from  general  Wafhington  of  the  7th,  with  two  papers  in- 
clofed,  with  a  number  of  intercepted  letters  ;  two  from  lord  Stir- 
ling dated  the  12th  and  13th;  one  from  lieutenant-colonel  Allen 
of  the  13th;  one  from  the  convention  of  New- York  ;  and,  one 
from  general  Schuyler  of  the  6th. 

Refohedi  That  the  expences  of  the  horfes  of  general  officers, 
when  travelling  in  the  fervice  of  the  continent,  be  defrayed  by  the 
United  Colonies. 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  and  Mr.  Franklin  call  on  gene- 
ral Lee,  and  diredl  him  immediately  to  repair  to  the  fouthern  de- 
partment, and  take  the  command  of  the  forces  there. 

Refohedy  That  four  mufl<;ets  and  bayonets  be  lent  to  the  dele- 
gates of  Virginia,  for  the  ufe  of  the  guards  that  accompany  the 
powder  fent  to  that  colony. 

The  Congrefs  rcfolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to 
take  into  confideration  the  Hate  of  New- York,  and  after  fome  time 
the  prefident  refumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Harrifon  reported  that 
the  committee  have  come  to  certain  refolutions,  which  they  direc- 
ted him  to  lay  before  Congrefs,  which  being  done. 

Refolved,  That  captain  Nelfon  with  his  riffle  company  be  diredt- 
ed  immediately  to  repair  to  New-York. 

Refohedy  That  the  governor  of  Connecticut,  the  conventions  or 
councils  or  committees  of  fafety  of  New-York  and  New-Jerfey  be 
requefted  to  hold  their  militia  in  readinefs  to  march  in  fuch  num- 
bers and  at  fuch  times  for  the  defence  of  New  York,  as  the  conti- 
nental commander  at  New-York  ^hall  defire  ;  and  that  the  pay  of 
the  militias  called  to  the  defence  of  New-York  be  the  fame  as  that 
of  the  continental  troops  raifed  and  employed  in  the  middle  depart- 
ment, to  commence  from  the  time  they  begin  their  march. 

Rejolvedy  That  lord  Stirling  be  directed  to^^rder  the  troops  def- 
tined  for  Canada  to  proceed  on  their  march,  agreeable  to  their 
former  orders. 

The  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poflponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Saturday,  March  16,  1776. 

A  letter  from  lord  Stirling  of  the  14th,  iflclofmga  copy  of  ge- 
neral 
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neral  orders  for  the  defence  of  New  York,  was  laid  before  Con- 
grefs  and  read. 

Refohed,  That  a  letter  be  written  to  Lord  Stirling,  direfting  him 
immediately  to  fend  forward  the  powder  deftined  for  Cambridge, 
unleis  he  has  received  exprefs  advice  from  general  Wartiington,  that 
the  enemy's  fleet  and  army  have  failed  out  of  the  harbour  of  Boilon. 

Refohed,  That  the  account  of  Mr.  Price  of  Canada  be  referred 
to  the  committee  of  claims. 

A  petition  from  Coquataginta  or  captain  White  Eyes,  was  pre- 
fented  to  Congrefs  and  read, 

Refohed,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  L.  Morris,  Mr.  Wiifon,  and  Mr. 
-R.  H.  Lee 

Refohed^  That  captain  Duncan  Campbell,  a  prifoner  at  Lan- 
cafter,  be  permitted  to  come  to  Philadelphia  to  meet  his  wife  and 
children,  and  there  refide  till  further  orders. 

Mr.  W.  Livingfton,  purfuant  to  leave  granted,  brought  in  a 
j-efolution  for  appointiiig  a  faft,  which  being  taken  into  conlidera- 
•tion,  was  agreed  to,  as  follows  : 

In  times  of  impending  calamity  and  dillrefs ;  when  the  liberties 
of  America  are  imminently  endangered  by  the  fecret  machinations 
and  open  affaults  of  an  infidious  and  vindictive  adminillration,  it 
becomes  the  indifpenfible  duty  of  thefe  hitherto  free  and  happy  co- 
lonies, with' true  penitence  of  heart,  and  the  mofh  reverent  devoti- 
on, publicly  to  acknowledge  the  over-ruling  providence  of  God: 
to  confefs  and  deplore  our  offences  againil  him ;  and  to  fupplicate 
his  interpolition  for  averting  the  threatened  danger,  and  profper- 
ing  our  itrenuous  efforts  in  the  caufe  of  freedom,  virtue,  and  pof- 
terity. 

The  Congrefs,  therefore,  confidering  the  warlike  preparations 
of  the  Britifli  minifcry  to  fubvert  our  invaluable  riphts  and  privi- 
leges, and  to  reduce  us  by  fire  and  fword,  by  the  favages  of  the 
wildernefs,  and  our  own  domeftics,  to  the  moft  abjed;  and  ignomi- 
nious bondage  :  Defirous,  at  the  fame  time  to  have  people  of  all 
ranks  and  degrees  duly  impreffed  with  a  folemn  fenfe  of  God's  fu- 
perintending  providence,  and  of  their  duty,  devoutly  to  rely  in  all 
their  lawful  enterprizes  on  his  aid  and  dire(Stion,  do  earneilly  re- 
commend, that  Friday,  the  17th  day  of  May  next,be  obferved  by  the 
fald  colonies  as  aday  of  humiliation,  fafting,  and  prayer;  that  we  may 
with  united  hearts  confefs  and  bewail  our  manifold  fms  and  tranf- 
greifions,  and  by  a  fincere  repentance  and  amendment  of  life,  ap- 
peafe  his  righteous  difpleafure,  and  through  the  merits  and  me- 
diation of  Jefus  Chrift,  obtain  his  pardon  and  forgivenefs  ;  hum- 
bly imploring  his  affiflance  to  fruftrate  the  cruel  purpofes  of  our 
unnatural  enemies  ;  and  by  inclining  their  hearts  to  juftice  and  be- 

•  nevolence,  prevent  the  further  effufion  of  kindred  blood.     But  if, 

•  continuing  deaf  to  the  voice  of  reafon  and  humanity,  and  inflexibly 
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bent  on  defolation  and  war,  they  conftrain  us  to  repel  their  hof- 
tile  invaiions  by  open  reiiftance,  that  it  may  pleafe  the  Lord  of 
Hofts,  the  God  of  Armies,  to  animate  our  officers  and  foldiers 
with  invincible  fortitude,  to  guard  and  protect  them  in  the  day  of 
battle,  and  to  crown  the  continental  arms  by  fea  and  land  with 
victory  and  fuccefs  :  Earneflly  befeeching  him  to  blefs  our  civil 
rulers,  and  the  reprefentatives  of  the  people,  in  their  feveral  af- 
femblies  and  conventions ;  to  preferve  and  ftrengthen  their  union, 
to  infpire  them  with  an  ardent  difmterefted  love  of  their  country  ; 
to  give  v^ifdom  and  ftability  to  their  councils  ;  and  dire<?t  them  to 
the  moil  efficacious  meafures  for  eftabiiihing  the  rights  of  America 
on  the  moil  honourable  and  permanent  bafis— that  he  would  be 
gracioufly  pleafed  to  blefs  all  his  people  in  thefe  colonies  with 
health  and  plenty,  and  grant  that  a  fpirit  of  incorruptible  patrio- 
tifra,  and  of  pure  undefiled  religion,  may  univerfally  prevail  ;  and 
this  continent  be  fpeedily  reftored  to  the  bleffings  of  peace  and  li- 
berty, and  enabled  to  tranfmit  them  inviolate  to  the  lateil  poileri- 
ty.  And  it  is  recommended  to  chriPtians  of  all  denominations  to 
aifembie  for  public  worihip,  and  abftain  from  fervile  labour  on  the 
faid  day. 

Refohedy'Thzt  another  brigadier  general  be  appointed  in  the 
continental  army. 

The  ballots  being  taken  and  examined, 

The  baron  de  Woedtke  was  elected. 

Refohed,  That  Frederic  William,  baron  de  Woedtke,  appoint- 
ed brigadier  general  in  the  army  of  the  United  Colonies,  be  or- 
dered immediately  to  repair  to  New-York,  there  to  remain  until 
the  commifiioners  appointed  to  go  into  Canada  fhall  reach  that  co- 
lony :  and  that  he  be  direfted  to  join  and  accompany  them  into 
Canada,  and  there  ferve  under  the  commander  of  the  continental 
troops  in  that  province. 

Refolved,  That  Carpenter  Wharton  continue,  agreeable  to  his 
contra6l,  to  fupply  with  rations  the  Pennfylvania  battalions  ferv- 
ing  in  New-York. 

A  pt-tition  from  Jofeph  Blewer,  and  Daniel  Robinfon  was  pre- 
fented  to  Congrefs  and  read. 

Refohedy  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  Con- 
grefs. 

The  Congrefs  then  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole, 
to  take  into  their  farther  confideration  the  memorial  from  tlie 
merchants,  traders,  and  others,  inhabitants  of  Philadelphia,  the 
memorial  from  Edmund  Cuftis,  the  letters  from  the  committees  of 
Accomac  and  Northampton,  and  the  petition  from  Jofeph  Blewer 
and  Daniel  Robinfon,  &c.  And  after  fome  time  the  prefident  re- 
fumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Harrifon  reported  that  the  committee 
have  had  under  confideration  the  matters  to  them  referred,  but  not 
having  come  to  a  concluiion,  defined  him  to  move  for  leave  to  fit 
ai^ain.  Refolved, 
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Refolvedi  That  this  Congrefs  will  on  Monday  next  refolve  itfejf 
into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  their  farther  confide- 
ration  the  matters  referred  to  them. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

Monday,  March  18,   1776. 

Refolvedi  That  the  treafurers  be  directed  to  lay  on  the  table  an 
account  of  the  filver  and  gold  coin  in  the  treafury. 

Refoived,  That  Monf.  Arundel  be  directed  to  repair  to  the 
fbuthern  department,  and  put  himfelf  under  the  command  of  ge- 
neral Lee ;  and  that  general  Lee,  if  he  find  him  capable,  be  di- 
redled  to  employ  him  in  the  artillery  fervice. 

Refoived i  That  an  order  for  20,000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  trea- 
furers in  favour  of  Mr.  James  Meafe,  to  be  applied  to  the  pro- 
curing necelTaries,  and  to  the  payment  of  the  fubfiftance  of  the 
Pennfylvania  battalions  ;  and  that  the  colonels  be  dire6led  to  ac- 
count with  Mr.  Meafe  for  the  feveral  fums  advanced  to  them. 

The  Congrefs  then  refoived  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole 
to  take  into  their  farther  confideration  the  memorial  from  the  mer- 
chants, traders,  and  others,  inhabitants  of  Philadelphia,  the  me- 
morial of  Edmund  Cudis,  the  letters  from  the  committees  of  Ac- 
comac  and  Northampton,  and  the  petition  of  Jofeph  Blewer  and 
Daniel  Robinfon,  and  after  fome  time  the  preiident  refumed  the. 
chair,  and  Mr.  Harrifon  reported  that  the  committee  have  had  un- 
dei"  confidei"ation  the  matters  to  them  referred,  and  have  come  to 
fundry  refolutions,  but  that  not  having  concluded,  they  delired 
him  to  move  for  leave  to  fit  again. 

Mr.  Henry  not  having  accepted  the  commiffion  of  coionel  the 
Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  eledion  of  a  colonel  for  the  firll  Virgi- 
nia battalion,  and  the  ballots  being  taken, 

William  Chriftian,  Efq;  formerly  lieutenant-colonel  in  faid 
battalion,  was  elected  colonel  ;  and, 

Francis  Eppes,  Efq;  formerly,  major,  was  elected  lieutenant- 
colonel  ;  and, 

John  Green,  Efq;  was  ele^led  major. 

Refohedi  That  this  Congrefs  will  to-morrow  again  refolve  itfelf 
into  a  committee  of  the  whole  to  take  into  their  farther  confidera- 
tion the  matters  referred  to  them. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Tuesday,  March  ig,   1776. 
Refoived,  That  Monf.  Dohicky  Arundel  be  appointed  a  captain 
of  artillery  in  the  continental  fervice. 

That  general  Lee  be  dire6led  to  fet  on  foot  the  raifing  a  compa- 
ny of  artillery,  and  that  it  be  recom.mended  to  the  convention  or 
committee  of  fafety  of  Virginia,  to  appoint  the  other  officers  of 
the  faid  company  of  artillery. 

A  letter 
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A  letter  of  the  15th  from  colonel  Dayton  was  laid  before  Con- 
grefs  and  read. 

RefrAvedy  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  for  procuring 
jnufl^ets. 

A  letter  of  the  17th  from  the  convention  of  New-Jerfey  was 
laid  before  Congrefs  and  read;  whereupon, 

RefrAvedy  That  captain  Woolverton  with  his  company  be  taken 
into  the  fervice  of  the  United  Colonies  ;  and  that  he  be  diredled  to 
repair  with  his  company  as  foon  as  properly  armed  and  accouter- 
ed,  to  New- York,  and  put  himfelf  under  the  commanding  officer 
there  ;  and  that  the  pay  of  captain  Woolverton's  company  com- 
mence from  the  time  they  are  provided  with  arms  and  accoutre- 
ments. 

A  letter  from  colonel  Beletre,  a  Canadian  prifoner,  and  fun- 
dry  letters  from  Cameron  and  Smith  were  read. 

Refohedy  That  they  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  prifohers. 

Refolvedy  That  the  fecret  committee  be  directed  to  fupply  cap- 
tain Barry  of  the  brig  Lexington  with  one  ton  of  powder. 

Ordered y  That  the  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  ftatc 
and  fituation  of  the  prifoners  at  Trenton,  report  thereon  as  foon 
as  poilible. 

Refohedy  That  the  fum  of  250,000  dollars  be  fent  to  the  pay- 
mafter  o-eneral,  for  the  ufe  of  the  army  under  the  immediate  com- 
mand of  general  Waftiipgton. 

That  the  fum  of  50,000  dollars  be  fent  to  general  Schuyler,  for 
the  ufe  of  the  army  under  his  command. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  inllructions  &c.  to  the 
commiHioners  eoing  to  Canada,  brought  in  a  draught  of  farther 
inilruAions,  and  of  a  commiflion,  which  was  read. 

The  Congrefs  then  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole, 
to  take  into'their  farther  confideration  the  memorial  from  the  mer- 
chants, traders,  and  others,  inhabitants  of  Philadelphia,  the  me- 
morial from  Edmund  Cuftis,  the  letters  from  the  committees  of 
AcGomac  and  Northampton,  and  the  petition  of  Jofeph  Blewer 
and  Daniel  Robinfon,  and  after  iome  time  the  prefident  refumed 
the  chair,  and  Mr.  Karrifon  reported  that  the  committee  have  had 
under  confideration  the  matters  to  them  referred,  and  have  come 
to  fundry  refolutions,  which  they  direded  him  to  lay  before 
Congrefs, 

The  report  of  the  committee  being  read  ;       . 

Rejolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  draw  a 
declaration  purfuant  to  faid  report,  and  lay  the  fame  before  Con- 
grefs. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Wythe,  Mr.  Jay,  and  Mr.  Wilfon. 

Refolved,  That  it  be  an  inftru6lion  to  faid  committee  to  receive 
and  infert  a  claufe  or  claufes,  that**  all  feamen  and  mariners  on 
board  of  merchant  fhips   and   veffels,  taken   and  condemned,  as 

prizes. 


Maiich,   177^.  97 

Prizes,  ijiall  be  entitled  to  their  pay,  according  to  the  terms  of 
their  cqntra£ls,  uritil  the  time  of  condemnation." 

The  committee  to  whom  the  letter  and  queries  of  Mr.  Meafe 
were  referred,  brought  in  their  report  whic|>  was  read. 

Ordered t  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Refolvedt  That  Mr.  Whipple  be  appointed  a  member  of  the  ma- 
rine committee,  and  of  the  committee  for  receiving  the  applica- 
tions and  examining:  the  qualifications  of  gentlemen  applying  for 
offices  in  the  continental  fervice. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  letters  from  general  Washington 
dated  the  14th  and  26th  of  February  la||:,  and  the  letter  from  lord 
Stirling  of  the  25th  of  fan^e  rnonth  were  referred,  bfo^ight  in  their 
report, which  was  read, and  the  fame  being  taken  into  con{i4eration, 

Refohedi  That  the  firft  part  thereof  be  re-committed. 

Refoh^d,  That  the  value  of  the  paflage  boat,  York,  be  made 
good  to  Michael  Kearney,  jun.  the  owner  thereof;  it  appearing 
that  (he  was  imprelTed  into  the  continental  fervice,  and  erpployed 
in  taking  the  fhip  Blue  Mountain  Valley,  and  for  that  reafon  af- 
terwards feized  and  detained  by  order  of  captain  Parker,  conii^an^ 
der  of  the  Britifh  ihip  of  war,  Phenix;  and  that  lord  j^tirling  be 
defired  to  appoint  proper  perfoi^s  to  value  faid  boat,  ar^d  report 
fuch  valuation  to  Congrefs. 

Refolvedi  That  a  member  be  ele£ited  for  the  fecret  cominittee  in 
the  room  of  Mr.  Bartlett,  who  is  abfent. 

The  ballots  being  taken, 

Mr.  R.  H.  Lee  was  eledled. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Wednesday,  March  20,   1776. 

A  letter  from  lord  Stirling  of  the  i6th,  was  laid  before  Con* 
grefs  and  read. 

Refolved,  That  three  members  be  elefled  for  the  committee  ap- 
pointed to  confider  the  propriety  of  a  war-oiSice  in  the  room  of 
three,    who  are  neceffarily  abfent  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  and  Mr. 
Johnfon. 

Refohedy  That  the  fum  of  3 000  dollars  be  advanced  to  colonel 
Magaw  for  the  purpofe  of  purchafing  fire  arms  for  his  battalion, 
he  to  be  accountable. 

The  Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  inftru£lions  and 
commiflion  to  the  deputies  or  coramiflioners  going  to  Canada,  and 
the  fame  being  debated  by  paragraphs,  were  agreed  to,  as  follows: 
Instructions,  6"^. 

Gentlemeriy    > 

You  are  with  all  convenient   difpatch  to  repair  to  Canada,  and 
make  known  to  the  people  of  that  country,  the  wifhes  and  intenti- 
ons of  the  Congrefs  with  refpeft  to  them. 
Vol,,  II.  N  Reprefent 
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Reprefent  to  them  that  the  arms  of  the  United  Colonies,  having 
been  carried  into  that  province  for  the  purpofe  of  fruftrating  the  de-  • 
figns  of  the  Britifh  court  againft  our  common  liberties,  we  expeft 
not  only  to  defeat  the  hoftile  machinations  of  gov.  Carlton  againft- 
us,  but  that  we  fhall  put  it  into  the  power  of  our  Canadian  breth- 
,  ren  to  purfue  fuch  meafures  for  fecuring  their  own  freedom  and 
happinefs,  as  a  generous  love  of  liberty  and  found  policy  fhall  dic- 
tate to  them.- 

Inform  them,  that  in  our  judgment  their  interefts  and  ours  arc 
infeparably  united;  that  it  is  impoffible  we  can  be  reduced  to  a  fer- 
vile  fubmiffion  to  Great  Britain  without  their  fharing  our  fate:  And 
on  the  other  hand,  if  we  fhall  obtain,  as  we  doubt  not  we  fhall,  a 
full  eflablifhment  of  our  rights,  it  depends  wholly  on  their  choice 
whether  they  will  participate  with  us  in  thofe  bleffings,  or  ftill  re- 
main fubjeft  to  every  a£l  of  tyranny,  which  Britifh  minifters  fhall 
pleafe  to  exercife  over  them.  Urge  all  fuch  arguments,  as  your 
prudence  fhall  fuggeft,  to  inforce  our  opinion  concerning  the  mu- 
tual interefl  of  the  two  countries,  and  to  convince  them  of  the  im- 
polTibility  of  the  war  being  concluded  to  the  difadvantage  of  thefc 
colonies,  if  we  wifely  and  vigoroufly  co-operate  with  each  other. 

To  convince  them  of  the  uprightnefs  of  our  intentions  towards 
them,  you  are  to  declare  that  it  is  our  inclination,  that  the  people 
of  Canada  may  fetup  fuch  a  form  of  government,  as  will  be  moft 
likely,  in  their  judgment,  to  produce  their  happinefs  :  And  you 
are  in  the  flirongefl  terms  to  afTure  them,  that  it  is  our  earnefl  de- 
lire  to  adopt  them  into  our  union,  as  a  fifler  colony,  and  to  fecure 
the  fame  general  fyilem  of  mild  and  equal  laws  for  them  and  for 
ourfelves,  with  only  fuch  Iccal  differences  as  may  be  agreeable  to 
each  colony  refpeftively. 

Aflijre  the  people  of  Canada,  that  we  have  no  apprehenfion  that 
the  French  will  take  any  part  with  Great  Britain;  but  that  it  is 
their  interefl,  and  we  have  reafon  to  believe  their  inclination  to 
cultivate  a  friendly  intercourfe  with  thefe  colonies. 

You  are  from  this,  and  fuch  other  reafons  as  may  appear  molt 
proper,  to  urge  the  neceffity  the  people  are  under  of  immediately 
taking  fome  decifive  flep,  to  put  themfelves  under  the  protedion 
of  the  United  Colonies.  For  expediting  fuch  a  meafure,  you  are 
to  explain  to  them  our  method  of  colle6\ing  the  fenfe  of  the  people, 
iind  conducting  our  affairs  regularly  by  committees  of  obfervation 
and  infpedion  in  the  feveral  diflridts,  and  by  conventions  and  com- 
mittees of  fafety  in  the  feveral  colonies.  Recommend  thefe  modes 
to  them.  Explain  to  them  the  nature  and  principles  of  government 
among  freemen ;  developing,  in  contrafl  to  thofe,  the  bafe,  cruel, 
and  infidious  defigns  involved  in  the  late  aft  of  parliament,  for  ma- 
king a  more  effedtual  provifion  for  the  government  of  the  province 
of  Quebec.  Endea\'our  to  flimulate  them  by  motives  of  glory  as 
well  as  interefl,  to  affume  a  part  in  a  c^^ntefl,  by  which  they  mufl 

'be 
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be  deeply  aiFeded  ;  and  to  afpire  to  a  portion  of  that  power,  by 
-which  they  are  ruled ;  and  not  to  remain  the  mere  fpoils  arid  prey 
of  conquerors  and  lords. 

You  are  further  to  declare,  that  we  hold  facred  the  rights  of  con - 
fcience,  and  may  promife  to  the  whole  people,  folemnly  in  our  name 
the  free  and  undilturbed  exercife  of  their  religion,  and  to  the  cler- 
gy the  full,  perfect,  and  peaceable  pofTeflion  and  enjoyment  of  all 
their  ellates;  that  the  government  of  every  thing  relating  to  their 
religion  and  clergy,  fhall  be  left  intirely  in  the  hands  of  the  good 
people  of  that  province,  andfuch  legiflature  as  they  fhall  conftitute; 
provided  however,  that  all  other  denominations  of  chriftian«  be  e- 
qually  entitled  to  hold  offices,  and  enjoy  civil  privileges,  and  the 
free  exercife  of  their  religion,  and  be  totally  exempt  from  the  pay- 
ment of  any  tithes  or  taxes  for  the  fupport  of  any  religion. 

Inform  them  that  you  are  veiled  by  this  Congrefs  with  fiill  pow- 
ers to  efFedl  thefe  purpofes;  and  therefore  prefs  them  to  have  a 
xiomplete  reprefentation  of  the  people  aflembled  in  convention  with 
all  poflible  expedition,  to  deliberate  concerning  the  eftabliftiment 
of  a  form  of  government,  and  a  union  with  the  United  Colonies. 
As  to  the  terms  of  union,  infift  on  the  propriety  of  their  being  fi- 
milar  to  thofe  on  which  the  other  colonies  unite.  Should  they  ob- 
ject to  this,  report  to  this  Congrefs  the  objeAions,  and  the  terms 
on  which  alone  they  will  come  into  our  union.  Should  they  agree 
to  our  terms,  you  are  to  promife  in  the  names  of  the  United  Colo- 
nies, that  we  will  defend  and  proteA  the  people  of  Canada  againft 
all  enemies,  in  the  fame  manner  as  we  will  defend  and  prote<^  any 
of  the  United  Colonies. 

You  are  to  ellablifh  a  free  prefs,  and  to  give  direftions  for  the 
frequent  publication  of  fuch  pieces  as  maybe  of  fervice  to  the  caufe 
of  the  United  Colonies. 

You  are  to  fettle  all  difputes  between  the  Canadians  and  the  con- 
tinental troops,  and  to  make  fuch  regulations  relating  thereto^  as 
you  (hall  judge  proper. 

You  are  to  make  a  ftri<£l  and  impartial  inquiry  Into  the  caufe  of 
the  imprifonment  of  colonel  Du  Free,  lieutenant  colonel  Nefeu, 
Major  St.  George  Du  Pree,  and  Major  Gray,  officers  of  the  mili- 
tia, and  of  John  Frazer,  Efq.  late  a  judge  of  the  police  at  Montre- 
al, and  take  fuch  orders  concerning  them  as  you  fhall  judge  mofl 
proper. 

In  reforming  any  abufes  you  may  obferve  in  Canada,  eftabllfh- 
ing  and  enforcing  regulations  for  prefervation  of  peace  and  good 
order  there,  and  compofing  differences  between  the  troops  of  the 
United  Colonies  and  the  Canadians,  all  officers  and  foldiers  are  re- 
quired to  yield  obedience  to  you;  and  to  enforce  the  decifions  that 
you  or  any  two  of  you  may  niake,  you  are  impowered  to  fufpend 
any  military  officer  from  the  exercife  of  his  commiffion,  till  the 
pleafure  of  the  Congrefs  fhall  be  known^  if  ygu  or  Any  tv/o  of  you 
Qi&ll  think  it  expedient.  You 
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You  are  alfo  empowered  to  fit  and  vote  as  members  of  councill 
of  war,  in  diredling  fortifications  and  defences  to  be  made,  or  to 
be  demolifned,  by  land  or  by  water;  and  to  draw  orders  on  the 
prefident  for  aiiy  films  of  money,  not  exceeding  one  hundred  thou- 
fand  dollars  in  the  whole  to  defray  the  expence  of  the  works. 

Laflly,  You  are,  by  all  the  means  you  can  ufe,  to  promote  the 
execution  of  the  refolutioris  now  made,  or  hereafter  to  be  made  in 
Congrefs. 

On  Motion  Refolved^  That  the  following  additional  inflrudliORS 
be  given  to  the  commifQoners  aforefaid. 

You  are  empowered  and  direfted  to  promote  and  encourage  the 
trade  of  Canada  with  the  indiah  nations,  and  to  grant  paflports  for 
the  carrying  it  on,  as  far  as  it  may  confill  with  the  fafety  of  the 
troops,  and  the  public  ^ood. 

Yoij  are  alfo  directed  and  authorized  to  affure  the  inhabitants  of 
Canada,  that  their  commerce  with  foreign  nations  fhall  in  all  re- 
fpe<B:s  be  put  upoii  an  equal  footing  with,  and  encouraged  and  pro- 
tected in  the  farne  manner  as  the  trade  of  the  United  Colonies. 

You  are  alfo  directed  to  ufe  every  wife  and  prudent  meafure  to 
introdude  and  give  credit  and  circulation  to  the  continental  money 
ia  Canada. 

In  cafe  the  former  refolution  of  Congrefs  refpefting  the  Englilh 
American  troops  in  Canada  has  not  been  carried  into  effect,  you 
are  dire^ed  to  ufe  your  beft  endeavours  for  forming  a  battalion  of 
the  New- York  troops  in  that  country,  and  to  appoint  the  field  and 
other  officers  out  of  the  gentlemen  who  have  continued  there  during 
the  campaign  according  to  their  refpeftive  ranks  and  merit.  And  if 
at  {hould  be  found  irtipraClicable,  you  are  to  diretft  fuch  of  them  as 
are  provided  for  in  the  four  battalions  now  raifing  in  New  York, 
to  repair  to  their  refpedlive  corps.  To  enable  you  to  carry  this 
refolution  into  effed:,  yOu  are  furnifhed  with  blank  commiffions 
iigned  by  the  prefident. 

Refolvedy  That  the  memorial  from  the  indian  traders  refiding  at 
Montreal  be  delivered  tO  the  eommiffioners  going  to  Canada. 

The  draught  of  the  eommiffion  being  taken  into  confideration, 
and  debated  by  paragraphs  was  agreed  to,  as  follows : 

The  delegates  of  the  United  Colonies  of  New- Hampfhire,  &c« 
to  Benjamin  Franklin,  L.  L.  D.  member  of  the  royal  academy 
of  fcienccs  at  Paris,  F.  R.  S.  &c.  &c.  one  of  .the  delegates  of 
the  colony  of  Pennfylvania,  Samuel  Chafe,  Efq.  one  of  the  dele- 
gates of  the  colony  of  Maryland,  and  Charles  Carroll  of  Carolltori 
Efq.  of  the  faid  colony  of  Maryland,  greeting.  Know  ye,  that  we, 
repofing  fpccial  truft  and  confidence  in  your  zeal,  fidelity,  abilities, 
and  afTiduity,  do,  by  thefe  prefents,  conftitute  and  appoint  you, 
or  any  two  of  you,  eommiffioners  for  and  on  behalf  of  us,  and  all 
the  people  of  the  United  Colonies,  whom  we  reprefent,  to  promote 
or^o  form  an  union  between  the  faid  colonies  and  the  people  of  Ca- 

liada. 
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nad^,  accordiilg  to  the  inftrudions  herewith  delivered  yoli,  and 
fiich  as  you  may  hereafter  receive  ;  and  to  execute  all  fucli  matters 
and  things,  as  you  are  or  fliall  be  direfted  by  your  laid  infti-uc- 
tions,  and  we  do  require  all  officers  foldiers,  and  others  who  may 
facilitate  your  negociation,  or  promote  the  fuccefs  thereof,  to  aid 
and  affift  you  therein  ;  and  you  are  from  time  to  time  to  tranftnit 
and  report  your  proceedings  to  Congrefs.  This  commiflion  to 
continue  in  force  till  revoked  by  this  or  a  future  Congrefs. 
Dated  at  Philadelphia,  this  day  of 

By  order  of  Congrefs. 

Refolved,  That  Mr.  Franklin,  Mr.  Adams,  and  Mr.  Chafe  be 
appointed  to  confer  with  Mr.  Wrixon,  to  examine  into  his  military- 
abilities,  and  inquire  whether  he  is  willing  to  engage  in  the  fer- 
vice  of  the  United  Colonies,  and  report  to  Congrefs. 

Colonel  St.  Clair  having  informed  Congrefs  that  Michael  Hufr  - 
aagel,  appointed  a  firft  lieutenant,  and  James  O'Hara,  and  Abel 
Morris,  appointed  enfigns  in  his  battalion,  have  declined  to  ac* 
cept  their  commiffions,  the  committee  on  qualifications  recom- 
mended Thomas  Butler  in  the  room  of  M.  Hufnagel,  George 
M'Culloch  in  the  room  of  James  O'Hara,  and  George  Rofs  in  the 
room  of  Abel  Morris  : 

Rejhlvedy  That  commiffions  be  granted  accordingly. 
Refohed,  That  the  committee  of  fafety  of  New-Jerfey  be  dtfir- 
ed  to  remove  the  prifoners  from  Trenton  to  fuch  plate  or  place's  in 
that  colony,  as  may  be  thought  conve  nient,  at  a  proper  diftane^ 
from  the  fea  and  the  poll  roads,  fubjed:  to  the  regulations  for- 
merly made  refpefting  prifoners. 
/'  Refohed,  That  all  officers,  prifonern,  who  fhall  refufe  to  fiib- 
fcribe  the  parole  ordered  by  Congrefs,  be  committed  to  prifon. 

The  committee  appointed  to  promote  the  making  of  muflcets^ 
to  whom  colonel  Dayton's  letter  refpedling  the  quality  of  the  arms 
taken  by  colonel  Heard  on  Long  liland  was  referred,  brought  in 
their  report,  which  was  read ;  whereupon  the  Congrefs  came  to 
the  following  refoiution  : 

Whereas  in  the  execution  of  the  refolve  of  Congrefs  of  th(^ 
14th,  refpedting  the  difarming  of  difaffe(Aed  perfons,  many  fire 
arms  may  be  taken,  which  may  not  be  fit  to  arm  any  of  the 
troops  mentioned  therein.     Therefore, 

Refolvid,  That  all  the  fire  arms  fo  taken  being  appraifed  aecor  -■ 
ding  to  faid  refolve,  none  of  them  fhall  be  paid  for,  but  thofe 
that  are  fit  for  the  ufe  of  fuch  troops,  or  that  may  conveniently  bdt 
fo  made,  and  the  remainder  fhall  b(t  fafely  kept  by  the  faid  afTem-* 
blies,  conventions,  councils  or  committees  of  fafety,  for  the  own- 
ers, to  be  delivered  to  them  when  the  Congrefs  fhall  direift. 

Th'e  corrimittee  appointed  to  confider  the  bell  ways  and  ■m'tatts 
of  fupplying  the  army  in  Canada  with  proviliotis  and  necefTaries 
brought  in  their  report,  which  was  read. 
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Rcfolved,  That  the  fame  be  referred  for  confideration  till  ta- 
morrow. 

A  petition  of  John  Secord  was  prefented  to  Congrefs  and  read, 
and  the  confideration  thereof,  at  the  requeft  of  a  colony,  was  dcV 
ferred  till  to-morrow. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported  that  there  is  due, 

To  Abraham  Hunt,  for  provifions,  fire-wood,  &c.  to  the  pri- 
foners  at  Trenton,  and  for  horfe-hire  for  the  public  fervice,  the 
fum  of  607.6  dollars  : 

To  Ephraim  Blaine,  Efq;  for  neoeflaries  furniflied  the  rifle 
companies,  the  fum  of  129.7  dollars  ;  of  which  fum  44.3  dollars 
are  to  be  charged  to  captain  Hendricks,  and  65  dollars  to  captain 
Chambers  : 

To  fundries,  on  certificates  for  neceffaries  furnifhed  to  one  of 
the  rifle  companies,  the  fum  of  122.5  dollars,  of  which  fum 
101.4  dollars,  being  for  rifles,  &c.  furniflied  to  captain  Clug- 
gage's  company,  to  be  charged  to  faid  company  ;  the  amount  of 
the  certificates  to  be  paid  to  Bernard  Dougherty,  £fq; 

To   William  Baufman,  for  provifions,   &c.   furniflied  the  pri* 
foners  in  Lancafter,  the  fum  of  1528.8  dollars  : 
:    To  the  conimittee  of  Frederick,  the  fum  of  5 2.7  dollars,  to  be 
paid  to  Thomas  Johnfon,   Efq; 

To  Francis  Lee,  for  483  meals  dieting  of  general  Lee's  guard,- 
the  fum  of  48.3  dollars  : 

To  Conrad  L^lflier,  for  185  meals  dieting  the  faid  men,  19  dol-* 
lars  : 

To  Mary  Bryant,  for, 288  meals  dieting  the  faid  men,  28  doU 
lars. 

.   To  Ann  Todd,  for  158  meals  dieting  the  faid  men,  the  fum  of" 
15.8  dollars. 
,    Ordered,  That  the  above  accounts  be  paid. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow.  ,.   r-i 

r.  h.'.r    ..    . 
Thursday,  March  21,  1776.      ^  ^.^ 

A  letter  of  the  7th  from  general  Schuyler,  with  a  return  of  th^ 
forces  before  Quebec,  was  laid  before  Congrefs  and  .read. ^    . 

Refolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  Mr.  Wythe,  Mr.^Harrifon, 
and  Mr.  S.  Adams.  ^ . ,      .  a 5'  f,.: . ; 

Refolved,  That  general  Wafiiington  be  direded  to  fendjan, -ac- 
count of  the  troops  in  his  camp,  who  are  deficient  in  arms  ta  the  fe- 
veral  aflemblies  or  conventions  of  the  colonies,  to  which  thoCe  men 
belong  ;  and  requefl:  them  to  fend  a  fufficient  number  of  arms  for 
the  men  coming  from  the  refpedlive  colonies,  and  that,  if  arms 
cannot  be  procured,  fuch  as  have  not  arms  be  difmified  the  fervice. 

Refohed,  That  the  committee  of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania  be  re- 
quefted  to  employ  fome  trufty  perfons  in  each  county  to  purchafe 
as  many  good  mufliets  as  will  be  fufficient  to  arm  the  battalions 

...  .  railjed 
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ralfed  in  faid  colony  ;  and  that  they  exert  their  utmoil  diligence  in 
procuring  the  faid  arms  fpeedily,  and  on  the  moft  reafonable 
terrris  ;  that  ahofder  for  12,000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  treafurers 
in  favour  of  faid  committee  to  pay  for  the  arms,  the  faid  commit- 
tee to  be  accountable. 

Rejolvedy  That  the  fum  of  600  dollars  be  fent  to  colonel  Charles 
Stuart,  and  that  he  be  defired  to  mufter  captain  Woolverton's 
company  ;  and  when  he  finds  them  properly  armed,  accoutred, 
and  ready  to  march,  to  furnifh  them  with  neceffaries,  and  expedite 
their  march  to  New- York,  agreeable  to  the  orders  of  Congrefs ; 
Mr.  Stuart  to  be  accountable  for  the  money  put  into  his  hands. 

Refohedy  That  Monf.  le  chevalier  de  St.  Aulaire  be  permitted 
to  raife  an  independant  company  of  rangers  in  Canada,  with  the 
pay  of  a  captain  ;  or,  in  cafe  he  fhall  not  be  able  to  raife  fiK:h  a 
company,  that  he  be  recommended  to  the  commanding  officer  in 
Canada,  to  be  employed  in  fuch  fervice  there,  as  may  be  thought 
fuitable  to  his  genius  and  ability. 

Refolvedi  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  feveral  affemblies, 
conventions,  and  councils  or  committees  of  fafety,  and  commit- 
tees of  correfpondence  and  infpedlion,  that  they  exert  their  ut- 
moft  endeavours  to  promote  the  culture  of  hemp,  flax,  and  cotton, 
and  the  growth  of  wool  in  thefe  United  Colonies. 

Refolvedy  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  faid  affemblies,  con- 
ventions, and  councils  or  committees  of  fafety,  that  they  take  the 
earlieft:  meafures  for  ereding  and  eftablifliing  in  each  and  every  co- 
lony, a  fociety  for  the  improvement  of  agriculture,  arts,  manu- 
factures, and  commerce,  and  to  maintain  a  correfpondence  be- 
tween fuch  focieties,  that  the  rich  and  numerous  natural  advan- 
tages of  this  country  for  fupporting  its  inhabitants  may  not  be  ne- 
glected : 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  faid  affemblies,  conventions, 
and  councils  or  committees  of  fafety,  that  they  forthwith  confider  . 
of  ways  and  means  of  introducing  the  manufactures  of  duck  and 
failcloth,  aod  fteel  into  fuch  colonies,  where  they  are  not  now 
underflooct,  and  of  encouraging,  increafing,  and  improving  them, 
where  they  art*. 

tlefclvedy  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  fuperin- 
^end  the  printing  the  Journals  of  Congrefs;  and  that,  if  the  pre- 
sent printer  cannot  execute  the  work  with  fuflicient  expedition, 
they  be  empowered  to  employ  another  printer. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Wilfon,  Mr.  Harrifon,  and  Mr. 
Allen. 

The  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poflponed  ; 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Friday,  March  22,   1776. 
A  letter  of  the  13th  from  general  Wafhington,  inclofing  the 

proceedings 
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ppoeeedings  of  a  council  of  war,  aifo  a  letter  from  lord  Stirling  pf 
the  19th,  were  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read. 

A  petition  from  Thorowgood  Smith,  and  others,  was  prgfen- 
tcd  iQ  Congrefs  and  read,  fetting  forth  that  they  have  procured  a 
vefTel,  and  raifed  money  to  fit  her  out  as  a  privateer,  in  order  to 
^ruife  and  guard  the  coaft  of  Virginia,  and  praying  that  ^  copi- 
iriiflioR  be  granted  to  William  Shippeq,  to  whom  they  propofe  to 
give  the  cpmrnand  of  faid  veffel  ;  and  farther  that  the  Congrefs 
will  grant  therji  a  fmall  quantity  of  powder,  upon  their  making 
fatisfadlion  for  the  fame. 

Refolved^  That  a  commiiiion  be  granted  to  William  Shippen,  a$ 
captain  of  the  above  mentioned  veifel,  for  the  purpofes  ^forefaid. 

Refolved,  That  the  fecret  committee  be  direfted  to  fell  captain 
William  Shippen,  300  lb.  of  ppwder,  for  the  ufe  of  his  veflel. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  declaration  parfuant  tq 
certain  refolutions,  brought  in  a  draught,  which  was  read.. 

Refolvedy  That  the  petition  of  John  Secord  be  referred  to  a 
jceramittee  of  three. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Penn,  Mr.  E.  Rutiedge,  and  Mr.  Jay. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported  that  there  is  due, 

On  account  of  expences  in  conveying  powder,  the  fum  of  8.3 
dollars,  and  that  the  fame  ought  to  be  paid  to  John  Morton,  Efq; 

To  Matthias  Slough,  for  provifions  furnifhed^he  prifoners  in 
Lancafter,  the  fum  of  226.8  dollars: 

To  Ephraim  Blaine,  for  fundry  articles  omitted^  in  the  account 
of  expences  at  the  treaty  with  the  Indians  at  Pittfburg,  the  fum  of 
pG.5  dollars. 

-  To  fundries,  on  certificates  for  Recenkrits  fiirnifned  to  captain 
StevenfcMi's  company  in  Virginia,  the  fum  of  58.3  dollars,  and 
that  the  fame  ought  to  be  paid  to  Timothy  Matlack,  of  which 
.14.7  dollars,  being  for  a  riffle,  to  be  charged  to  captain  Stevenfon. 

Ordered y  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

Refolved,  That  the  fum  of  750  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  baron 
de  Woedtke,  he  to  be  accountable  out  of  his  pay. 

Refolvedy  That  the  rank  of  all  fuch  officers  in  the  continental 
army,  as  held  fimilar  commiffions  in  that  fervice,  before  the  term 
of  their  late  appointment  expired,  be  fettled  by  the  dates  of  their 
former,  and  not  their  prefent  commifTions. 

The  aiTembly  of  the  counties  on  Delaware,  having  recommen- 
ded a  gentleman  to  be  major  of  the  battalion  ordered  to  be  raifed 
in  that  colony,  in  the  room  of  John  M'Pherfon,  jun.  Efq;  who 
fell  before  Quebec,  and  never  received  his  commifiion,  the  Con- 
grefs proceeded  to  the  ele6lion,  and  the  ballots  being  taken  and 
examined, 

Thomas  M'Donnough  war>  elefted. 

Refolvedy  That   an  order   for  12,000  dollars   be  drawn   on  the 
Ireafurers  in  favour  of  the  committee  offafety  of  Delaware  go- 
vernment 
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vernment,  for  the  ufe  of  the  battalion  raifed  In  that  colohy,  the 
faid  committee  to  be  accountable. 

The  Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  declaration  brought 
in  by  the  committee,  and  after  debate,  the  further  confideration 
thereof,  at  the  requeftofa  colony,  was  poilponed  till  to-morrow. 
^  Ordered^  That  the  fecretary  publifh  the  fubftance  of  the  letters 
received  from  the  camp  at  Cambridge. 

Refolvedy  That  the  niarine  committee  be  impowered  to  difpofe 
of  the  coal  on  board  the  Blue  Mountain  Valley,  in  fuch  manner  as 
they  fhall  judge  moft  for  the  benefit  of  the  United  Colonies. 

The  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed  ; 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Saturday,  March  23,  1776. 

A  letter  from  James  Young  was  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read, 
requeuing  that  his  fon  John,  who  eloped  from  him  laft  January, 
and  got  on  board  the  Phenix  (liip  of  war,  but  is  now  fortunately  a 
prifoner  in  New-York,  may  be  permitted  on  his  parole  to  refide 
at  the  eftate  of  his  late  grandfather.  Dr.  Grgeme  : 

Refolvedy  That  Mr.  Young's  requeft  be  granted. 

A  letter  from  lord  Stirling  of  the  i8th,  inclofing  a  letter  from 
William  de  Hart,  and  a  letter  from  the  captains  and  fubalterns  of 
the  firft  New-Jerfey  battalion  :    Alfo, 

A  memorial  from  Thomas  Scott  of  Hunterdon,  defiring  that  he 
may  be  appointed  a  captain  of  a  company  of  rangers  :    And, 

A  letter  from  S.  Badlam  were  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read. 

Refolvedy  That  the  faid  letters  be  referred  to  the  committee  on 
qualifications. 

Refolvedy  That  an  order  for  jo,000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  trea- 
furers  in  favour  of  Thomas  Lov/ry,  commiflary  for  the  ufe  of  the 
New-Jerfey  battalions,  he  to  be  accountable. 

The  committee  on  qualifications  having  recommended  Peter 
Scull  to  be  a  brigade-major  in  the  army  of  the  United  Colonies  in 
the  middle  department; 

Jofeph  Davenport  to  be  a  captain  in  the  third  Pennfylvania 
battalion  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Scull ; 

Evan  Edwards  to  be  a  captain  in  faid  battalion  in  the  room  of 
Mr.  Allice,  who  has  refigned  ; 

William  Tilton  to  be  a  firft  lieutenant  in  faid  battalion  in  the 
room  of  Evan  Edwards  ; 

Garret  Steddiford  to  be  an  enfign  in  the  faid  battalion  ; 

And  having  alfo  recommended  the  following  perfons  for  colonel 
Irvine's  battalion,  viz. 

Robert  Wilfon  to  be  a  firft  lieutenant  in  the  room  of  William 
JvI'Cleland,  refigned  ; 

John  Alexander,  to  be  a  firft  lieutenant  in  the  room  of  Robert 
White,  refigned ; 

Vol.  n.  O  "  Andrew 
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Andrew  Irvine,  a  fecbnd  lieutenant  in  the  room  of  John  Alex- 
ander; 

Neeper,  an  enfign  in  the  room  of  John  Murray, 

who  has  refigried ; 

Refclvedy  That  commifTions  be  granted  to  them  accordingly. 

Refilvedy  That  the  fum  of  3200  dollars  in  fpecie  be  advanced  to 
Mr.  Cole,  to  be  by  him  delivered  to  the  commanding  officer  in  Ca- 
nada, for  the  fervice  of  the  continent,  and  that  he  be  defired  to 
proceed  thither  immediately. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported  that  there  is  due, 

To  Dr.  Jonathan  Potts,  for  attendance  on  the  fecond  and  fourth 
Pennfylvania  battalions,  the  fum  of  67.6  dollars: 

To  Col.Nathaniel  Heard,  for  expences  in  the  expedition  againil 
the  tories  on  Long-Ifland,  the  fum  of  2 16 1.6  dollars. 

Ordered y  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

The  Congrefs  refumed  the  coniideration  of  the  declaration, 
which  was  agreed  to,  as  follows : 

Whereas  the  petitions  of  the  United  Colonies  to  the  king,  for 
the  redrefs  of  great  and  manifold  grievances,  have  not  only  been 
rejefted,  but  treated  with  fcorn  and  contempt,  and  th,e  oppofition 
to  defigns  evidently  formed  to  reduce  them  to  a  ftate  of  fervile  fub- 
jedion,  and  their  neceiTary  defence  againil  hoftile  forces  adtually 
employed  to  fubdue  them,  declared  rebellion;  and  whereas  an  un- 
juil  war  hath  been  commenced  againft  them,  which  the  conimand- 
ers  of  the  Britifh  fleets  and  armies  have  profecuted,  and  flill  con- 
tinue to  profecute,  with  their  utmoll  vigour,  and  in  a  cruel  man- 
ner, wafting,  fpoiling,  and  deftroying  the  country,  burning  houfes 
and  defencelefs  towns,  and  expofmg  the  helplefs  inhabitants  to  e- 
very  mifery  from  the  inclem.ency  of  the  winter,  and  not  only  urg- 
ing favages  to  invade  the  country,  but  inftigating  negroes  to  mur- 
de'i-  their  mafters ;  and  whereas  the  parliament  of  Great- Britain 
hath  lately  paffed  an  a£l,  affirming  thefe  colonies  to  be  in  open 
rebellion,  forbidding  all  trade  and  commerce  with  the  inhabitants 
thereof,  until  they  ftiall  accept  pardons,  and  fubmit  to  defpotic 
rule,  declaring  their  property,  wherever  found  upon  the  water,  li- 
able to  feizure  and  confifcation,  and  enafting,  that  what  had  been 
done  there,  by  virtue  of  the  royal  authority,  were  juft  and  lawful 
ads,  and  {hall  be  fo  deemed  ;  from  all  which  it  is  manifeft,  that  the 
iniquitous  fcheme,  concerted  to  deprive  them  of  the  liberty  they 
have  ari'rht  to  by  thelav/s  of  nature  and  the  Englifh  conftitution, 
will  be  pertinacioufly  pu'rfued:  It  being  therefore  neceffary  to  pro- 
vide for  their  defence  and  fecurity,  and  juftifiable  to  make  reprifals 
upon  their  enemies,  and  otherwife  to  annoy  them  according  to  the 
laws  and  ufagcs  of  nations,  the  Congrefs,  trufting  that  fuch  of 
their  friends  m  Great-Britain  (of  whom  it  is  confeffed  there  are 
many  intitled  to  applaufe  and  gratitude  for  their  patriotifm  and  be- 
nevolence, and  in  v/hcfe  favour  a  difcrimination  of  property  can- 
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not  be  made)  as  fhall  fufFer  by  captures,  will  impute  it  to  the  au- 
th0rs  of  our  common  calamities,  do  Declare  and  Refolve,  as  fol- 
loWeth,  to  wit. 

Refolved^  That  the  inhabitants  of  thefe  colonies  be  permitted  to 
Bt  out  armed  veffels  to  cruize  on  the  enemies  of  thefe  United  Colo- 
nies. 

Refohedf  That  all  fhips  and  other  veffels,  their  tackle,  apparel, 
and  furniture,  and  all  goods,  wares,  and  merchandizes,  belong- 
ing to  any  inhabitant  or  inhabitants  of  Great -Britain,  taken  on 
the  high  feas,  or  between  high  and  low  water  mark,  by  any 
armed  vefiel,  fitted  out  by  any  private  perfon  or  perfons,  and  to 
whom  commiffions  fhall  be  granted,  and  being  libelled  and  profe- 
cuted  in  any  court  erected  for  the  trial  of  maritime  affairs  in  any 
of  thefe  colonies,  fhall  be  deemed  and  adjudged  to  be  lawful  prize; 
and  after  deducting  and  paying  the  wages  which  the  feamen  and 
mariners  on  board  of  fuch  captures  as  are  merchant  fhips  and  veffels 
fhall  be  entitled  to,  according  to  the  terms  of  their  contrafts,  until 
the  time  of  the  adjudication,  fhall  be  condemned  to  and  for  the  ufe 
of  the  owner  or  owners,  and  the  officers,  marines,  and  mariners  of 
fuch  armed  veffel,  according  to  fuch  rules  and  proportions  as  they 
iliall  agree  on  ;  provided  always,  that  this  refolution  fhall  not  ex- 
tend to  any  veffel  bringing  fettlers,  arms,  ammunition  or  warlike 
llores  to  and  for  the  ufe  of  thefe  colonies,  or  any  of  the  inhabitants 
thereof,  who  are  friends  to  the  American  caufe,  or  to  fuch  warlike 
{lores,  or  to  the  effects  of  fuch  fettlers. 

Refolvedy  That  all  fhips  or  veffels,  with  their  tackle,  apparel, 
and  furniture,  goods,  wares,  and  merchandizes,  belonging  to  any 
inhabitant  of  Great-Britain  as  aforefaid,  which  fliall  be  taken  by  any 
of  the  veffels  of  war  of  thefe  United  Colonies,,  fhall  be  deemed  for- 
feited ;  one  third,  after  dedu<B;ing  and  paying  the  wages  of  feamen 
and  mariners  as  aforefaid,  to  the  officers  and  men  on  board,  and 
two  thirds  to  the  ufe  of  the  United  Colonies. 

Refohedf  That  all  fhips  or  veffels,  with  their  tackle,  apparel, 
and  furniture,  goods,  wares,  and  merchandizes,  belonging  to  any 
inhabitants  of  Great- Britain  as  aforefaid,  v/hich  fliall  be  taken  by 
any  veffel  of  war  fitted  out  by  and  at  the  expenc^  of  any  of  the  U- 
nited  Colonies,  fhall  be  deemed  forfeited,  and  divided,  after  de- 
ducting and  paying  the  wages  of  feamen  and  mariners  as  aforefaid, 
in  fuch  manner  and  proportions  as  the  affembly  or  convention  of 
fuch  colony  fhall  direft. 

Refolved,  That  all  veffels,  with  their  tackle,  apparel,  and  fur- 
niture, and  cargoes,  belonging  to  the  inhabitants  of  Great- Bri- 
tam,  as  aforefaid,  and  all  veffels  which  may  be  employed  in  carry- 
ing fupplies  to  the  miniilerial  armies,  which  fhall  happen  to  be 
taken  near  the  fhores  of  any  of  thefe  colonies,  by  the  people  of 
the  country,  or  detachments  from  the  army,  fhall  be  deemed  law- 
ful prize  5    and  the  court  of  admiralty  within  the  faid  colony  is 

required 
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required  on  condemnation  thereof,  to  adjudge  that  all  charges  an"^ 
expences  which  may  attend  the  capture  and  trial,  be  firft  paid  ou^ 
of  the  monies  ariling  from  the  fales  of  the  prize,  and  the  remain- 
der  equally  among  all  thofe,  who  {hall  have  been  aftually  engaged 
and  employed  in  taking  the  faid  prize.  Provided,  that  where  any 
detacnments  of  the  army  fhall  have  been  employed  as  aforefaid, 
their  part  of  the  prize-money,  fhall  be  diftributed  among  them  in 
proportion  to  the  pay  of  the  officers  and  foldiers  fo  employed. 

Re fohe  J, Thzt  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  confider  of  the 
fortifying  one  or  more  ports  on  the  American  coaft,  in  the  ilrong- 
eft  .-!anner,  for  the  prote6lion  of  our  cruifers,  and  the  reception 
of  their  prizes  ;  that  they  take  the  opinion  of  the  bed  engineers  on 
the  mauner  and  expence,  and  report  thereon  to  Congrefs. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Harrifon,  Mr.  J.  Adams,  Mr.  Hewes, 
Mr.  R.  Morris,  and  Mr.  Whipple. 

Refohedy  That  the  commilTioners  appointed  to  go  to  Canada, 
or  any  two  ofthr-m,  be  impowered,  if  they  think  it  neceffary  iot 
the  fervice  of  the  United  Colonies,  to  raife  a  number  of  independ- 
ent companies,  not  exceeding  fix,  and  to  appoint  the  officers  ;  that 
they  alfobe  empowered  to  fill  up  all  vacancies,  that  may  happen  in 
the  army  of  the  United  Colonies  in  Canada,  while  they  are  there. 

Refohedy  That  io66|  dollars  in  continental  money,  over  and 
above  the  1600  dollars  to  be  paid  them  in  fpecie,  be  advanced  to 
the  commiffioners^going  to  Canada,  to  defray  their  expences,  thcT 
to  render  an  account. 

Refohedy  That  400  dollars  in  fpecie  be  paid  to  Mr.  Walker,  in 
full  for  fo  much  by  him  lent  to  general  Woofter,  for  the  ufe  of  the 
army  in  Canada,  and  that  general  Woofter's  note  be  taken  up  and 
cancelled. 

Rejohedy  That  this  Congrefs  will  on  Monday  next  refolve  itfelf 
into  a  committee  of  the  whole  to  take  into  confideration  the  trade 
of  the  United  Colonies;  and  that  fundry  motions  offered  by  the 
members  from  Maffachufetts-Bay,  Maryland,  and  Virginia,  be 
referred  to  faid  committee. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

Monday,  March  25.  1776. 

Sundry  letters  were  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read. 

One  from  general  Wafhington  of  the  19th,  wherein  he  informs 
Congrefs,  that  on  the  17th  the  enemy  evacuated  Bofton,  and  our 
troops  took  poffeffion  of  it. 

One  from  general  Schuyler,  of  the  1 2th. 

One  from  lord  Stirling  of  the  2iil.     And, 

One  from  the  committee  of  fafety  of  New-Jerfey. 

Refohedy  That  the  thanks  of  this  Congrefs,  in  their  own  name, 
and  in  the  name  of  the  thirteen  United  Colonies,  whom  they  re- 
jprefent,  be  prefented  to  his  excellency  general  Wafhington,  and 

the 
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the  officers  and  foldiers  under  his  command,  for  their  wife  and 
fpirited  condudl  in  the  fiege  and  acquifition  of  Boilon;  and  that  a 
ipedai  of  gold  be  ilruck  in  commemoration  of  tliis  great  event,  and 
prefented  to  his  excellency;  and  that  a  committee  of  three  be 
appointed  to  prepare  a  letter  of  thanks,  and  a  proper  device  for 
the  medal. 

The  member^  chofen,  Mr.  J.  Adams,  Mr.  Ja-y,  and  Mr.  Hop- 
Js.ins.        ^  V  > 

Refolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  confer  vvitli 
Mr.  Diigan,  and  colonel  Ritzema. 

The  members  chofen,  Mi".  Harrifon,  Mr.  Johnfon,  and  Mr; 
Allen. 

Refolved,  That  20,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  delegates  of 
Virginia  for  the  life  of  the  battalions  in  that  colony  ;  the  faid  de-* 
legates  to  accouat  for  the  expenditure  thereof. 

The  committee  appointed  to  take  into  confidcrat ion  the  ftate  of 
the  colonies  in  the  fouthern  department  brought  in  their  report, 
which  was  read  as  follows  : 

**  That  it  appears  highly  probable  that  a  very  confiderable 
force  will  be  exerted  in  that  department  by  our  enemies  early  this 
fpring ;  that  the  continental  forces  employed  in  South-Carolina 
and  Virginia  refpedively,  cannot  prudently  be  folely  relied  on, 
fpr  the-.defence  of  thofe  colonies  ;  that  South-Carolina  and  Virgi- 
nia are  at  a  very  great  feparate  expence  in  armed  veffels,  rendered 
abfolutely  neceffary  by  the  iituation  and  circumftances  of  thofe 
countries  ;  .that  the  militia  of  South-Carolina  are  obliged  to  per- 
form a  very  laborious  duty,  which,  from  the  fmallnefs  of  their 
number,  and  the  confequent  quick  rotation,  is  excellively  burden- 
fome  ;  and  that  the  colony  of  Virginia,  in  addition  to  the  fix  con- 
tinental battalions  already  there,  have  refolved  to  raife,  and  are 
now  embodying,  three  other  battalions."     Whereupon, 

Refolvedy  That  the  convention  or  council  of  fafety  of  South- 
Carolina  be  permitted  to  raife  and  embody  two  other  battalions, 
and  that  they  be  on  the  pay  and  at  the  expence  of  the  continent, 
as  foon  as  they  (hall  be  armed  fit  for  fervice,  and  accordingly  muf- 
tered  : 

That  the  three  colonial  battalions  of  Virginia,  be  alfo  on  the 
pay  and  at  the  expence  of  the  continent,  as  foon  as  they  ihall  be 
armed  fit  for  fervice,  and  accordingly  mullered  : 

That  the  contrails  made  by  the  council  of  fafety  of  Viroinia 
for  the  fubfiftance  of  the  third  battalion  in  that  colony,  at  fix- 
pence  half-penny  a  ration,  of  the  fifth  at  eight-pence,  and  of  the 
fecond,  fourth,  feventh,  eighth,  and  ninth,  at  feven  pence  half- 
penny a  ration  be  confirmed. 

Refolved,  That  a  deputy  muiler-mafter  general  be  appointed  for 
the  fouthern  department.  . 

The 
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The  ballots  being  taken  and  examined. 

Edmund  Randolph,  Efq;  was  ele6led. 

Refchedy  That  E.  Randolph,  Eiq;  be  empowered  to  appoint 
two  deputy  mufter- mailers  under  him,  one  for  North-Carolina 
and  the  other  for  South-Carolina  and  Georgia. 

Refolvedj  That  the  order  of  the  day  be  poftponed. 

The  Congrefs  then  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the 
committee  on  the  ways  and  means  of  fupplying  the  troops  in  Ca- 
nada with  provilions  and  neceifaries  ;  whereupon, 

Refolvedf  That  general  Schuyler  be  directed  to  take  fuch  order 
refpe6ling  the  fupplies  of  provifions  neceflary  for  the  troops  in  Ca- 
nada, as  he  m.ay  deem  expedient. 

The  Congrefs  being  of  opinion  that  the  reduction  of  Quebec, 
and  the  general  fecurity  of  the  province  of  Canada,  are  objects  of 
great  concern ; 

Refolvedy  That  general  Wafhington  be  dire6led  to  detach  four 
battalions  Into  Canada,  fram  the  army  under  his  command,  as 
foon  as  he  fhall  be  of  opinion  that  the  fafety  of  New- York  and  the 
eaftern  fervice  will  permit. 

iVdjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Tuesday,  March  26,  1776. 

The  Congrefs  being  informed  that  Mr.  Ward,  one  of  the  de- 
legates of  Rbode-Ifland,  died  yefterday. 

Refolvedy  That  this  Congrefs  will  in  a  body  attend  the  funeral 
of  Mr.  Ward  to-morrow,  with  a  crape  round  the  arm,  and  will 
continue  in  mourning  for  the  fpace  of  one  month. 

Refolved,  That  Mr.  Hopkins,  Mr.  S.  Adams,  and  Mr.  W0I- 
cott  be  a  committee  to  fuperintend  the  funeral,  and  that  they  be 
direfted  to  apply  to  the  revo  Mr.  Stillman,  and  requeft  him  to 
preach  a  funeral  fermon  on  the  occafion  : 

That  the  fald  committee  be  direfted  to  invite  the  aflembly  and 
committee  of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania,  and  other  public  bodies  in 
Philadelphia,  to  attend  the  funeral. 

Refolvedy  That  the  privates  of  the  com.panies  ordered  from  Ma- 
ryland to  Accomac  and  Northampton,  be  allowed  the  pay  of  the 
privates  in  the  fouthern  department,  which  is  6|  dollars,  per  ca- 
lender month. 

Refolvedy  That  if  the  convention  or  council  of  fafety  of  North- 
Carolina  fhall  judge  it  neceffary  for  the  common  fafety  to  raife  one 
or  two  more  battalions,  the  fame  when  armed  fit  for  fervice  and 
muftered,  be  taken  into  the  pay  of  the  continent. 

Refolvedy  That  commodore  Douglafs  be  ordered  immediately  to 
repair  to  the  lakes,  and  take  the  command  of  the  velTel*  on  that 
ftation. 

Adjourned  to  ten  p'clock  on  Thurfday» 

Thursday^ 
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Thursday,  March  28,  1776* 
Refihedy  That  an  order  for  20,000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  trea- 
furers  in  favour  of  William  Barrel  of  Philadelphia,  in  full  for  tent 
cloth  fent  by  him  to  col.  Mifflin  for  the  ufe  of  the  army  under  the 
command  of  general  Wafhington  ;  the  money  being  paid  in  confe- 
qiience  of  the  general's  letter  of  the  13th,  to  be  charged  to  the  ac- 
count of  the  general. 

Refolvedy  That  the  marine  committee  be  empowered  to  purchafe, 
on  the  moft  reafonable  terms  they  can,  the  fhip  Molly,  for  the  ufc 
of  the  continent,  and  to  fit  her  out  with  all  poffible  expedition  to 
join  captain  Barry  on  his  cruife  along  the  coaft,  between  New- 
York  and  Virginia. 

A  memorial  of  Thomas  Walker  of  Canada  was  prefented  to 
Congrefs  and  read. 

Two  letters  of  the  27th  from  the  committee  of  fafety  of  New- 
Jerfey,  were  read. 

Refolvedy  That  the  prefident  return  an  anfwer,  and  inform  the 
committee  of  fafety  of  New-Jerfey  that  the  Congrefs  fee  no  reafon 
to  alter  or  countermand  the  requifition  of  the  15th,  and  that  there- 
fore they  be  requefted  to  expedite  the  march  of  the  troops  to  New- 
York,  agreeable  to  the  requifition  of  the  commanding  officer. 

The  Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  ele6lIon  of  a  colonel  of  the  third 
battalion  ordered  to  be  raifed  in  the  colony  of  New-York,  and  the 
ballots  being  taken, 

Rudolphus  RItzema  was  elefled. 

The  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  colonel  RItzema  and 
Mr.  Dugan  brought  In  their  report,  which  was  read. 

Rejolvedy  That  an  order  for  ]ooo  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  trea- 
furers  In  favour  of  Mr.  Jeremiah  Diigan,  as  a  reward  for  his  fer- 
vlces  In  Canada. 

Refolvedy  That  Mr.  Jeremiah  Dugan  be  appointed  a  major, 
with  the  rank  of  lieutenant-colonel,  to  command  a  body  of  three 
hundred  rangers. 

That  the  faid  rangers  be  divided  Into  three  companies,  each  to 
confift  of  one  hundred  men,  and  to  be  commanded  by  a  captain  and 
two  lieutenants  :  That  the  captains  and  lieutenants  be  recommen- 
ded by  lieutenant-colonel  Dugan  to  the  commiflioners  going  to 
Canada  for  their  approbation;  and  that,  if  they  approve  the  gen- 
tlemen recommended,  they  grant  them  commlffions. 

Refolvedy  That  Mr.  William  Finney  be  appointed  a  deputy 
quarter-mafter  in  the  fouthern  department. 

Refolvedy  That  two  engineers  be  employed  for  the  fouthern  de- 
partment. 

Refolvedy  That  an  order  for  20,000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the 
trcafurers  in  favour  of  Mr.  James  Meafe,  for  the  ufe  of  the  Penn- 
fylvania  battalions,  he  to  be  accountable. 

Information 


212  Journals  of.  Con-oRe ss. 

Information  being  given  to  Congrefs  that  fome  prifoners  in  tliC 
goal  of  Philadelphia  have  meditated  an  efcape,  and  are  near-car- 
rying  their  plan  into  execution. 

Refolved,  That  the  goaler  be  directed  to  confine  John  Connol- 
ly, J.  Smith,  and  Mofes  Kirkiand,  in  feperate  apartments,  and 
fuffer  no  perfon  to  converfe  vi'ith  any  of  them,  without  fpecial  or- 
ders of  Congrefs. 

.  Refolved,  That  the  fherifF  of  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia 
'be  dire£led  by  Mr.  M'Kean  to  call  to  his  afliftance  a  guard  of  fifty 
men  from  the  barracks  for  the  defence  of  the  goal  ;  and  that  the 
fhcriff  be  farther  directed  to  keep  fecret  any  intimation  given  him 
of  adefign  to  refcuehis  prifoners,  and  to  employ  every  means. to 
difcover  and  apprehend  thofe  concerned  in  fuch  defign. 

Refolved,  That  an  order  for  i  coo  dollars  be  draw^n  on  the  trea- 
furers  in  favour  of  Mr.  Samuel  Fairlamb,  for  the  ufe  of  the  fourth 
Penrifylvania  battalion,  he  to  be  accountable. 

The  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed  ; 
'     Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow, 

Friday,   March  29,     1776. 

Sundry  letters  were  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read. 

Tvv'o  from  general  Schuyler  of  the  ]9th  and  2  ill,  with  a  copy 
of  the  treaty  held  with  the  Indians  at  Albany,   &c. 

One  from  the  convention  of  New-York,  of  the  26th. 

One  from  Allan  M'Donald. 

Refolved,  That  the  letter  from  Allan  M'Donald  be  referred  to 
'the  committee  on  prifoners. 

That  the  other  letters  with  the  papers  enclofed  be  referred  to 
Mr.  Wythe,  Mr.  Harrifon,  and  Mr.  S.  Adams. 

Refolved,  That  the  fecret  committee  be  direfted  to  deliver  to 
Mr.  William  Henry,,  and  Co.  15  lb.  of  powder,  to  prove  the 
muflcets  he  has  contradled  to  make  for  the  continent. 

The  Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  report  of  the 
committee  on  the  means  of  fupplying  the  troops  in  Can  da. 
Whereupon, 

Refched,  That  a  deputy  commiiTary  general  of  llores  and  provi- 
iions  be  appointed  for  the  array  of  the  United  Colonics  in  Canada. 

The  ballots  being  taken  and  examined, 

Mr.  J.  Price  was  ele6led. 

Refolved,  That  the  lad  paragraph  of  the  report  be  recommitted 
for  further  enquiry  and  examination. 

,    A  letter  from  the  committee  of  fafety  of  New-Jerfey,  .and  one 
from  captain  John  Macpherfon  were  received  and  read.       . 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 


Saturday, 
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Saturday,  March  30,   1776. 
Refohed,  That  60  dollars  be  advanced  to  captain  Arundel,  to 
be  deduced  out  of  his  pay,  and  that  he  be  direfted  immediately 
to  re|»air  to  the  fouthern  department,  and  put  himfelf  under  the 
command  of  general  Lee. 

Refohed,  That  Monf.  Dechambault  and  his  companion  be 
permitted  to  come  to  Philadelphia  and  tranfadl  his  bulinefs,  and 
then  return  t6  Briftol. 

The  Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  ele8:ion  of  two  engineers  for  the 
fouthern  department,  and  the  ballots  being  taken, 

John  Stadler  and  Monf.  MalTenbach,  were  eledled. 

The  Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  letter  from  the  com- 
mittee of  fafety  ofNew-Jerfey  :  Whereupon, 

Refohedi  That  the  minute-men  employed  by  Congrefs  under 
the  conTiiriand  of  colonel  Heard,  in  the  expedition  to  Long  Ifla'nd, 
be  allowed,  while  on  that  fervice,  the  fame  pay  and  rations  as 
the  continental  troops  in  tht  middle  department. 

Refohed,  That  the  delegates  of  New-York  prepare  an  anfwer  to 
the  comihittee  of  fafety  of  New-Jerfey,  and  affign  the  reafons  of 
the  foregoing  refolutiori. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported  that  there  is  due, 

T6  William  Tricket,  for  ftationary,  the  fum  of  41.7  dollars: 

To  Philip  Apricht,  for  provifions  to  general  Lee's  guard,  the 
fum  of  4.7  dollars,  and  that  the  fame  ought  to  be  paid  to  Adam 
Kimmel : 

To  fundries,  on  certificates  for  neceffaries  furnifhed  to  the  riffle 
companies,  the  fum  of  42.2  dollars,  and  that  2.5  dollars,  part  of 
faid  fum  be chaVged  to  captain  Creffap's  company : 

To  fundries,  on  certificates  for^  riffles,  fln'rts,  &:c.  furnifhed  to 
captain  Cluggage's  company,  the  fum  of  81.1  dollars,  which 
ought  to  be  paid  to  John  Montgomery,  Efq;  and  charged  to  faid 
company  : 

To  Robert  Erwin,  waggon -ma.fler,  on  an  account  now  fettled, 
the  fum  of  4b^;3-  dollars: 

To  Sacheverel  Wood,  for  provifions  furnifhed  by  him" to  feve- 
ral  prifoners  in  the  goal  of  Philadelphia,  the  fum  of  137.6  dollars  : 

To  Thomas  Dewees,  for  provifions  for  Connolly,  Camerqn, 
Smith,  and  Kirkland,  the  fum  of  57.8  dollars. 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

The  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  major  Wrixon, 
brought  in  their  report,  which  was  read. 

Refohed,  That  each  regimental  furgeonbe  allowed  a  mate  ? 

That  the  pay  of  a  furgeon's  niate  be  18  dollars  a  month. 

Refohed,  That  fultable  chirurgical  inftruraents  be  purchafed 
with  each  medicine  cheft. 

Refohed,  That  eacli  brigadier  general,  when  on  command,  be 
empowered  to  appoint  a  brigade  major. 
•  Vol.  II,  P  Adjourned 
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Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

Monday,  April  i^    1776. 

Refolvedy  That  captain  D.  Arundel  be  allowed  48.5  dollars  m 
full  for  pay  and  fubfillance,  from  the  8th  of  February,  the  time 
he  was  recommended  to  general  Schuyler,  to  the  19th  of  March, 
when  he  received  his  commiffion. 

Refolvedy  That  Mr.  J.  Meafe  be  directed  to  advance  captain 
Romans  one  month's  pay  for  himfelf  and  the  officers  and  men  of 
his  company,  and  alfo  fubfiilance  money  to  Albany. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  petition  of  captain  White  Eyes 
•was  referred,  brought  in  their  report  which  was  read. 

Refolvedy  That  the  fame  be  taken  into  confideration  to-morrow. 

The  Congrefs  having,  on  the  17th  of  February  lail,  appointed 
a  Handing  committee  for  fuperintending  the  treafury,  with  power, 
among  other  things,  to  employ  and  inftru6t  proper  perfons  for  li- 
quidating the  public  accounts  ;  and  the  faid  refolutions  not  being 
fufficiently  explicit,  with  refpeil  to  the  manner  and  place  of  fet- 
tling thofe  accounts,  and  it  being  a  matter  of  great  confequence, 
that  the  public  accounts  fliould  be  regularly  ftated  and  kept,  and 
juftly  liquidated  and  fettled. 

Refolvedy  Therefore  that  a  treafury  office  of  accounts  be  inftitut- 
ed  and  cftablifhed,  and  that  fuch  office  be  kept  in  the  city  or  place, 
where  Congrefs  fhall  from  time  to  time  be  aflembled  and  hold 
their  feffions  : 

That  the  faid  office  of  accounts  be  under  the  direction  and  fu- 
perintendance  of  the  itanding  committee  for  the  treafury  : 

That  an  auditor-general,  and  a  competent  number  of  affiftants 
and  clerks,  be  appointed  by  Congrefs,  and  employed  for  Hating, 
arranging,  and  keeping  the  public  acounts  : 

That  all  accounts  and  claims  againft  the  United  Colonies,  for 
fervices  or  fupplies,  where  the  rates  or  prices  have  not  been  afcer- 
tained  by  Congrefs,  fhall  be  prefented  to  the  committee  of  claims, 
liquidated  by  them ,  and  reported  to  and  allowed  by  Congrefs, 
previous  to  their  being  paffed  at  the  treafury  office  ;  that  all  other 
accounts  and  claims,  confifting  of  articles,  the  price  or  value  of 
v/hich  fhall  have  previoufly  been  fixed  by  contract,  or  otherwife  af- 
certained  by  Congrefs,  fhall  be  liquidated  and  fettled  at  the  trea-i 
fury  office,  and  reported  for  the  allowance  of  Congrefs,  by  the 
committee  for  fuperintending  the  treafury,  and  then  paffed  and 
entered  at  the  treafury  office. 

That  all  contracts,  fecurlties,  and  obligations,  for  the  ufe  and 
benefit  of  the  United  Colonies,  fhall  be  lodged  and  kept  in  the  trea- 
fury office  of  accounts;  and  that  all  perfons  to  whom  public  mo- 
nies have  been  or  fliall  be  advanced  or  paid,  fhall  be  charged  with 
the  fame  In  the  books  of  the  faid  office,  for  which  every  warrant  on 
the  treafury,  which  fhall  iffue  after  the  faid  office  fliall  be  opened, 
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fhall,  previous  to  its  being  paid,  be  entered  at  the  treafury  ofiice, 
and  the  entry  certified  on  the  warrant  by  one  of  the  committee  on 
the  treafury,  the  auditor  general,  or  one  of  his  affiilants  or  clerks; 
provided  however,  that  all  orders  or  warrants  iilued  by  committees 
appointed  and  authorized  by  Congrefs  to  draw  on  the  treafurers 
for  particular  purpofes,  fhall  be  paid  and  charged  to  the  account 
"of  the  faid  committee  refpeftively,  until  they  fhall  fettle  and  have 
their  accounts  palTed  by  Congrefs,  when  the  debits  againft  them 
fliall  bedifcharged  in  the  treafury  offic,e  by  fuch  credits  as  Congrefs 
fhall   agree  to  and  allow  : 

That  all  affemblies,  conventions,  councils,  or  committees  of 
fafety,  commifl'aries,  pay-maflers,  and  others,  intrufted  with  pub- 
lic monies,  fhall  within  a  reafonable  time  after  being  called  upon  for 
that  purpofe,  by  the  committee  of  the  treafury,  produce  their  ac- 
counts and  vouchers  at  the  treafury  office,  in  order  to  their  being 
fettled  and  adjufted  in  the  Manner  before  diretled  : 

'^I'hat  the  committee  for  fuperintending  the  treafury  fhall  be  au- 
thorized to  apply  to  the  commanding  officers  and  others,  in  the 
continental  fervice,  for  fgch  materials  and  information,  as  the 
committee  may  judge  to  be  ufeful  for  flating,  explaining,  or  check- 
ing the  public  accounts,  in  order  to  their  being  fairly  aud  juflly 
fettled  : 

That  the  auditor  general  and  his  affiilants  or  clerks,  before  en- 
tering upon  their  offices,  fhall  refpeftively  take  an  oath,  to  be  ad- 
miniflred  by  one  or  more  of  the  committee  of  the  treafury  oSice' 
(a  certificate  whereof  fliall  be  filed  in  the  treafury  office)  well  and 
faithfully  to  execute  the  truft  rep^fed  in  them,  as  auditor,  affifiant, 
or  clerk,  (  as  the  cafe  may  be,  )  of  the  ofUce  of  accounts,  eflablifh- 
ed  by  Congrefs,  according  to  the  befl  of  their  fl<;iil  and  judgment 
and  to  difclofe  no  matter,  the  knowledge  of  which  fnall  be  acquir- 
ed in  confequence  of  fuch  their  office,  which  they  fhall  be  diredl- 
ed  to  keep  fecret : 

That  the  committee  for  fuperintending  the  treafury  fhall  be  au- 
thorized to  hire  fuitable  places,  and  procure  books  of  accounts  and 
other  neceffaries  at  the  public  expence,  for  the  eflablifhing  and 
doing  the  bufinefs  of  the  faid  office. 

Re/o/ved  yTh'dt  major  James  Hewes,  a  prifoner  at  Elizabeth-Town, 
be  allowed  and  ordered  to  come  to  Philadelphia  for  the  benefi-t  of 
his  health,  and  there  to  wait  on  the  committee  for  prifoners,  and 
take  their  directions  with  refpeft  to  the  place  of  his  future  refidence. 

Refolved  That  Mr.  M'Kean  aud  Mr.  Paine,  be  directed  to  exa- 
mme  the  goal  of  Philadelphia,  and  particularly  the  apartments 
where  Kirkland,  Connoly,  Smith,  and  Cameron  are  confined,  and 
report  what  is  neceffary  to  be  done  to  have  them  fafely  and  fecurely 
kept. 

Rejolved^  That  a  committee  ofthree  be  appointed  to  confer  with 
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James  M'KnigKt,  and  examine  his  account  and  the  nature  of  his 
claim,  and  report  thereon  to  Congref§. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  R.  Morris,  Mr.  M'Kean,  and  Mr. 
de  Hart. 

The  committee  on  qualifications  having  recprnmended  Jacob 
Kemper,  jun.  to  be  appointed  an  enfign  in  captain  Howell's  com- 
pany in  the  firft  New  Jerfey  Battalion,  in  the  rpom  of  Cyprus  de 
Hart  who  has  refigned; 

Refolvedy  That  he  be  appointed,  and  that  a  commilllon  be  gran- 
ted to  him  accordingly.  , 

Refolvedf  That  the  prefident  in  his  next  letter  tp  gen.  Schuyler, 
defire  him  to  fend  an  account  of  the  lead  at  Ticonderoga. 

A  letter  from  Alexander  M'Donnald,  George  Gillefpie,  an4 
J.  W.  Saunders,  of  the  J2th  of  March,  w£^s  prefented  tp  Congrefs 
and  read. 

Refolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  Mr.  R.  Morris, ^r.  M'Kean,  and 
Mr.de  Hart. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Tuesday,  April  2 y   1776. 

A  letter  from  gen.  Wafhington  of  the  24th  of  March,  with  five 
papers  inclofed,  was  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  the  form  of  a  commifiion, 
and  inftrudiions  to  commanders  of  private  fhips  of  war,  brought 
in  the  fame,  which  were  read. 

The  commifiion  being  agreed  to,  is  as  follows: 

The  delei^ates  of  the  United  Colonies  of  New-Hampfhire.  Sec. 
to  all  to  whom  thefe  prefents  fhall  come.  Greeting:  Know  ye  that 
w^e  have  granted,  and  by  thefe  prefents  do  grant,  licenfe  and  au- 
thority to  mariner,  comn^ander  of  the  called  of  the  bur- 
den of  tons,  or  thereabouts,  belonging  to  of  in  the  co- 
lony of  mounting  carriage  guns,  and  navigated  by 
men,  to  fit  out  and  fct  forth  the  faid  in  a  warlike  manner,  and  by 
and  with  the  faid  and  the  crew  thereof,  by  force  of  arms  to  at- 
tack,feize, and  take  the fhipsand other  vefielsjbelcngingto  the  inha- 
bitants of  Great  Britain,  or  any  of  them,  with  their  tackle,  appa- 
rel, furniture,  and  lading,  on  the  high  feas,  or  between  high  and 
low  water  marks,  and  to  bring  the  fame  to  forae  convenient  ports 
in  the  faid  colonies,  in  order  that  the  courts  which  are  or  fiiall  be 
there  appointed  to  hear  and  determine  caufes  civil  and  maritime, 
may  proceed  in  due  form  to  condemn  the  faid  captures,  if  they  be 
adjudged  lawful  prize;  the  faid  having  given  bond  with  fuffi- 
cient  fureties  that  nothing  be  done  by  the  faid  or  any  of  the 
officers,  mariners,  or  company  thereof,  contrary  to  or  inconfillent 
with  the  ufages  and  cuflcms  of  nations,  and  the  inJ[lru6lions,  a  co- 
pv  of  which  is  herewith  delivered  to  him.  And  we  will  and  require 
all  our  officers  whatfoever,  to  give  fuccour  and  aiiiflance  to  the  faid 
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in  tlie  premifTes.  TJiis  commlfiion  fnall  continue  In  force  unti] 
the  Congrefs  fliall  iffue  orders  tp  the  contrary. 

By  order  of  Congrefs. 

Attefl,  Prejident, 

The  Congrefs  then  took  into  confideration  the  draught  of  in- 
ftrujStions,  and  after  fome  time  fpent  thereon, 

Refohed^  That  it  be  reconimitted,  and  that  it  be  an  inftrufifon 
to  the  committee  to  fill  up  the  blanks  Ip  faid  draught,  as  they  fliall 
think  beft. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  letter  of  thanks  to  ge- 
neral Wafnington,  and  the  officers  and  foldiers  under  his  command, 
brought  in  a  draught,  which  was  read  and  agreed  to: 

Or4predi  That  it  be  tranfcribed,  figned  by  the  prefident,  and 
forwarded. 

The  committee  on  prifoners,  to  whom  the  letter  froqi  M.  Belle- 
tre,  of  the  i6th  of  March  laft,  was  referred,  brought  in  their  re- 
port, which  was  reacj.     Whereupon, 

Refahed,  That  the  fum  of  3400  dollars  be  advapced  by  the  trea- 
furers  to  M.  Belletre,  on  his  delivering  to  them  his  bills  of  ex- 
change for  the  like  fiim  payable  in  gold  or  iilver  in  the  province  of 
Canada- 

A  petition  from  William  Lindfey  being  prefented  to  Congrefs 
and  read ; 

Refolved,  That  colonel  Wayne  be  direfted  to  difcharge  Robert, 
the  fon  of  faid  William  Lindfey,  inllfted  in  his  battalion. 

The  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Wednesday,  April  ^^   177^* 

Refolved,  That  the  letter  from  general  Wafhington  of  the  24tli 
of  Marchj,  with  the  papers  enclofed,  be  referred  to  a  committee  of 
three. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Johnfon,  Mr.  Jay,  and  Mr.  Wilfon, 

A  memorial  and  petition  from  captain  John  Nelfon,  vvas  pre- 
fented to  Congrefs  and  read.     Alfo, 

A  petition  from  P.  Moore,  in  behalf  of  the  owners  of  the  (loops 
Congrefs  and  Chance,  privateers,  was  prefented  and  read. 

Refohed,  That  the  fecret  committee  be  directed  to  fell  faid  own- 
ers, 400  lb.  of  po\Yder,  for  the  ufe  of  their  privateers. 

The  committee  of  claims,  to  whom  the  account  of  MeflVs.  Price 
and  Haywood  were  referred,  brought  in  their  report.  Whereupon, 

Rejolved^  That  there  be  advanced  to  Mefirs.  Price  and  Hay- 
wood, the  fum  of  64,358.6  dollars,  on  account  of  fupplies  to  the 
army  in  Canada,  to  be  accounted  for  on  the  fettlement  of  their  ac- 
counts ;  and  that  general  Woofler  be  diredled  to  forward  the  ac- 
counts and  vouchers  lodged  in  his  hands. 

The  faid  committee  farther  reported  that  there  is  due, 

To 
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To  the  tewnfhip  of  Montague  in  the  county  of  SufTex  in  New- 
Jerfey,  for  flay-hire,  in  forwarding  the  prifoners  from  Canada,  un- 
der the  command  of  captain  Braiher,  the  fum  of  45  dollars,  and 
that  the  fame  oaght  to  be  paid  to  Nicholas  Chriftopher. 

Ordered^  That  the  fame  be  paid. 

A  letter  from  H.  Filher  of  Lewes-Town  to  the  committee  of 
lafety  of  Pennfylvania,  together  with  a  refolve  of  faid  committee 
being  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read  ; 

Refolved,  That  the  commanding  officer  of  the  battalion  raifed  in 
Delaware  government  be  direfted  to  fend  two  companies  of  faid 
battalion  to  Lewes  Town,  there  to  remain  in  the  fervice  of  the 
continent  till  farther  orders. 

Refolve di  That  the  marine  committee  be  directed  and  em.power- 
ed  to  fit  out  with  all  expedition,  two  armed  cutters  for  the  fervice 
of  the  continent. 

Refihedi  That  blank  comraifnons  for  private  (hips  of  war  and 
letters  of  marque  and  reprlfal,  figned  by  the  prefident,  be  fent  to 
the  general  affemblies,  conventions,  and  councils  or  committees  of 
fafety  of  the  United  Colonies,  to  be  by  them  filled  up  and  deliver- 
ed to  the  perfons  intending  to  fit  out  fuch  private  fliips  of  war,  for 
making  captures  of  Britifh  vefiels  and  cargoes,  who  (hall  apply  for 
the  fame,  and  execute  the  bonds  which  fhall  be  fent  with  the  faid 
coramiflions,  which  bonds  fhail  be  returned  to  the  Congrefs. 

Refolved,  That  every  perfon  intending  to  fet  forth  and  fit  out  a 
private  fhip  or  veffel  of  v/ar,  and  applying  for  a  commiffion  or  let- 
ters of  marque  and  reprifal  for  that  purpofe,  fhall  produce  a  writ- 
ing fubfcribed  by  him,  containing  the  name  and  tonnage  pr  bur- 
den of  the  fhip  or  veffel,  the  number  of  her  guns  with  their  weight 
of  metal,  the  name  and  place  of  refidence  of  the  owner  or  owners, 
the  names  of  the  commander  and  other  officers,  the  number  of  the 
crew,  and  the  quantity  of  provifions  and  warlike  ftores ;  which 
writing  fnall  be  delivered  to  the  fecretary  of  Congrefs,  or  to  the 
Gierk  of  the  houfe  of  reprefentatives,  convention,  or  council  or 
committee  of  fafety  of  the  colony  in  which  the  (hip  or  veffel  fhall 
be,  to  be  tranfmitted  to  the  faid  fecretary,  and  fhall  be  regiftered 
by  him;  and  that  the  commander  of  the  fliip  or  veffel,  before  the 
commiffion  or  letters  of  marque  and  reprifal  may  be  granted,  fhall, 
together  with  fureties,  feal  and  deliver  a  bond  in  the  penalty  of  five 
thoufand  dollars,  if  the  veffel  be  of  one  hundred  tons  or  under,  or 
tenthoufand  dollars,  if  of  a  greater  burden,  payable  to  the  prefi- 
dent of  the  Congrefs,  in  trufl  for  the  ufe  of  the  United  Colonies, 
withconditionin  the  form  following,  to  wit,  "  The  condition  of 
this  obligation  is  fuch,  that  If  the  above  bounden  who  is  com- 

mander of  the         called         belonging  to  of         in  the  colo- 

ny of         mounting  carriage  guns,  and  navigated  by  men, 

and  who  hath  applied  for  a  commiffion,  and  letters  of  marque  and 
renrifal,  to  arm,  equip,  and  fet  forth  to  fea  the  faid  as  a  pri- 
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vate  fliip  of  war,  and  to  make  captures  of  Brltifti  veffels  and  car- 
p-oes,  fiiall  not  exceed  or  tranfgrefs  the  powers  and  authorities 
which  (hall  be  contained  in  the  faid  commiffion,but  fhall  in  all  things 
obferve  and  conduil  hirnfelf  aad  govern  his  crew  by  and  according 
to  the  fame,  and  certain  initruftions  therewith  to  be  delivered,  and 
fuch  other  inftrudlions  as  may  hereafter  be  given  to  him,  and  fhall 
make  reparation  for  all  damages  fuftained  by  any  mifcondu£l  or 
unwarrantable  proceedings  of  himfelf,  or  the  officers  or  crew  of 
,the  faid  then  this  obligation  fhall  be  void,  or  elfe  remain  in 

force."  which  bond  fhall  be  lodged  with  the  faid  fecretary  of  Con- 
grefs. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  infiirudlioRs  to  the  commanders  of 
private  fhips  or  veffels  of  war,  were  recommitted,  brought  in  a 
report,  which  being  taken  into  confi deration,  and  debated  by 
paragraphs,  was  agreed  to,  as  follows  : 

JnJiru6iiojis  to  the  comnianders  of  private  Jloips  or  veffels  of  ivar^ 
'which  f: all  have  commijfions  or  letters  of  7narque  and  reprifal^  au- 
thoriJi7Jg  them  to  make  captures  of  Britijh  vejfels  and  cargoes^ 

1.  You  may  by  force  of  arms  attack,  fubdue,  and  take  all  fliips 
and  other  veffels  belonging  to  the  inhabitants  of  Great- Britain,  on 
the  high  feas,  or  between  high  water  and  low  water  marks,  ex- 
cept fhips  and  veffels  bringing  perfons  who  intend  to  fettle  and 
reiide  in  the  United  Colonies;  or  bringing  arms,  ammunition,  or 
warlike  flores,  to  the  faid  colonies,  for  the  ufe  of  fuch  inhabitants 
thereof  as  are  friends  to  the  American  caufe,  which  you  fhail  fuf- 
fer  to  pafs  unmolefted,  the  commanders  thereof  permitting  a  peace- 
able fearch,  and  giving  fatisfatlory  information  of  the  contents  of 
the  ladings,  and  deflinations  of  the  voyages. 

2.  You  may  by  force  of  arms,  attack,  fubdue,  and  take  all 
fhips  and  other  veffels  whatfoever,  carrying  foldiers,  arms,  gun- 
powder, ammunition,  provilions,  or  any  other  contraband  goods, 
to  any  of  the  Britifh  armies  or  fhips  of  war  employed  againil  thefe 
colonies. 

3.  You  fhall  bring  fuch  fhips  and  veffels  as  you  fhall  take,  with 
their  guns,  rigging,  tackle,  apparel,  furniture,  and  ladings,  to 
fome  convenient  port  or  ports  of  the  United  Colonies,  that  pro- 
ceedings may  thereupon  be  had  in  due  form  before  the  courts, 
v/hich  are  or  fliall  be  there  appointed  to  hear  and  determine  caufes 
civil  and  maritime. 

4.  You,  or  one  of  your  chief  oiEcers,  fhall  bring  or  fend  the 
mafler  and  pilot,  and  one  or  more  principal  perfon  or  perfons  of 
the  company  of  every  fhip  or  veffel  by  you  takc=n,  as  foon  after  the 
capture  as  may  be,  to  the  judge  or  judges  of  fuch  court  as  aforc- 
faid,  to  be  examined  upon  oath,  and  make  anfwer  to  the  interro- 
gatories which  may  be  propounded  touching  the  interefl  or  pro- 
perty of  the  fhip  or  veffel,  and  her  lading  ;    and  at  the  fame  tiuic 
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you  fhall  deliver  or  caufe  to  be  delivered  to  the  judge  or  judges,  all 
paffes,  fea-brlefs,  charter-parties,  bills  of  lading,  cockcts,  letters, 
and  other  documents  and  writings  found  on  board,  proving  the 
laid  papers  by  the  affidavit  of  yourfelf  or  of  fome  other  perfon  pre- 
fent  at  the  capture,  to  be  produced  as  they  were  received,  with- 
out fraud,  addition,  fubdudiion,  or  embezzlement. 

5.  You  fhall  keep  and  preferve  every  fhip  or  veffel  and  cargo  by 
you  taken,  until  they  fhall,  by  a  fentence  of  a  court  properly  au- 
thorifed,  be  adjudged  lawful  prizes  ;  not  felling,  fpoiling,  wafting, 
or  diminifhing  the  fame,  or  breaking  the  bulk  thereof,  nor  fuffer- 
ing  any  fuch  thing  to  be  done. 

6'.  If  you,  or  any  of  your  officers  or  crew,  fhall,  in  cold  blood, 
kill  or  maim,  of  by  torture  or  otherwife,  cruelly,  inhumanly,  and 
contrary  to  common  ufage,  and  the  practice  of  civilized  nations  in 
Vv^ar,  treat  any  perfon  or  perfons  furprifed  in  the  fhip  or  velTel  you 
fhall  take,  the  offender  fhall  be  feverely  punifhed. 

7.  You  fhall,  by  all  convenient  opportVmities,  fend  to  Congrefs 
written  accounts  of  the  captilres  you  fhall  rri^ake,  with  the  number 
and  names  of  the  captives,  copies  of  your  joiirnar  froni  time  to  time, 
and  intelligence  of  what  may  occur  or  be  difcovered  concerningthc 
defigns  of  the  enemy,  and  the  deftination,  motions,  and  operati- 
ons of  their  fleets  and  armies. 

S.  One  third,  at  leafl,  of  your  whole  company  fhall  be  landfrtien. 

9.  You  Ihall  not  ranfom  any  pnfoners  or  captives,  but  fhall  dif- 
pofe  of  them  in  fuch  manner  as  the  Congrefs,  or  if  that  be  not  fit- 
ting^ in  the  colony  whither  they  fhall  be  brought,  as  the  general 
aiTembly,  convention,  or  council,  or  committee  of  fafety  of  fuch 
colony  fhall  direct. 

10.  You  fhall  obferve  all  fuch  further  Inftruclions  as  Congrefs 
fhall  hereafter  give  in  the  premiffes,  when  you  fhall  have  notice 
thereof. 

11.  If  you  fhall  do  any  thing  contrary  to  thefe  inftru^^ibns,  or 
to  others  hereafter  to  be  given,  or  willingly  fuffer  fuch  thing  to  be 
done,  you  fhall  not  only  forfeit  your  commiffion,  and  be  liable  to 
an  action  for  the  breach  of  the  condition  of  youi-  bond,  but  be  re- 
fponfible  to  the  party  grieved  for  damages  fuftained  by  fuch  mal- 
verfation. 

Refohedy  That  an  order  for  20,000  dollar's  be  drawn  on  the 
treafurers  in  favour  of  James  Meafe  commifTary,  for  the  ufe  of  the 
Pennfylvania  battalions,  he  to  be  accountable. 

Rcfolvcdy  That  the  pay  of  the  auditor  of  accounts  be  at  the  rate 
of  one  thoufand  and  fixty-fix  dollars,  and  two  thirds  of  a  dollar  per 
annum. 

Rejohed,  That  this  Congrefs  will  to-morrow  morning  refolve 
itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  confideratibn  the 
trade  of  the  United  Colonies. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow, 

Thursday, 


April,   i77^«  121 

Thursday,  Jpril  ^,   i??^' 

Hefohedy  That  the  treafurers  "be  direded  to  take  colonel  Bele- 
flre's  bills  drawn  on  fome  of  his  friends  or  correfpondents  in  Cana- 
da, and  not  upon  general  Carlton. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported  that  there  is  due, 

To  John  de  Hart,  for  provifions  furnifhed  by  Archibald  Camp- 
bell, the  fum  of  17.9  dollars. 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  account  be  paid. 

Refolved,  That  an  order  for  100  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  treafu- 
rers in  favour  of  Monf.  Le  Fontaine,  for  his  fervices  in  Canada. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Congrefs  refolved  itfelf 
into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  confideration  the  trade 
of  the  United  Colonies,  and  after  fome  time  fpent  thtreon,  the 
prefident  refumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Harrifon  reported  that  the 
committee  had  taken  into  coniideration  the  matters  referred  to 
them,  and  had  come  to  fundry  refolutions,  which  he  was  ordered 
to  deliver  in. 

The  refolutions  agreed  to  by  the  committee  of  the  whole  Con- 
grefs being  read  ; 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  committee,  to  whom  were  referred  the  memorial  from. 
James  M'KnIght,  and  the  letter  from  Alexander  M'Donald, 
George  Gillefpie,  and  J.  W.  Saunders,  brought  In  their  report, 
which  was  read  :  Whereupon, 

Refolvedi  That  the  committee  of  infpe£lion  and  obfervatlon  of 
the  county  of  Burlington,  be  requelled  to  make  fale  of  the  floop 
Sally,  whereof  the  faid  James  M'KnIght  was  prize  mailer,  and 
which  was  lately  run  afhore  by  him,  within  the  faid  county,  to- 
gether with  her  tackle,  apparel,  and  furniture,  and  the  cargo  oa 
board,  at  public  auction ;  and  after  deducing  the  charges  of  fe- 
curlng  and  felling  the  fame,  to  pay  one  moiety  of  the  furplus  to 
the  faid  James  M'KnIght  forfalvage,  and  retain  the  other  moiety 
thereof,  for  the  owner  or  owners  : 

That  MeflVo.  Alexander  M' Donald,  George  Gillefpie,  and  J. 
W.  Saunders,  who  have  lately  come  into  the  colony  of  New- 
Jerfey  from  the  Brltlfh  Weft  India  Iflands,  where,  and  In  Great 
Britain,  they  have  confiderable  property  remaining,  be  excufed 
from  entering  Into  the  militia  of  the  faid  colony,  and  from  figning 
the  afTocIation  ;  provided  always,  that  they  be,  In  all  other  re- 
fpefts,  fubje6l  to  the  like  taxes  and  regulations  with  the  other  in- 
habitants of  the  faid  colony. 

The  committee  appointed  to  confider  the  beft  ways  and  means 
of  fupplying  the  army  in  Canada,  brought  in  a  farther  report 
which  was  read. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Refolved^  That  the  fum  of  53  dollars  be  advanced  to  Monf.  St. 
Aulaire,  to  be  deduded  out  of  his  pay. 
Vol.  IL  Q^  Adjourned 
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Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  bn  Saturday. 

Saturday,  April  f^,  I'j'jS. 

Refohedf  That  the  fecret  committee  he  directed  to  fupply  cap- 
tain Romans  with  twenty-four  mufKcts  for  the  ufe  of  his  company: 

That  the  faid  committee  be  directed  to  deliver  to  colonel  St. 
Clair  fix  pounds  of  powder  and  four  pounds  of  lead,  for  the  ufe  of 
the  riffle  company  in  his  battalion. 

The  Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  report  from  the 
committee  of  the  whole,  and  the  fame  being  twice  read,  and  de- 
bated by  paragraphs,  v/as  agreed  to  as  follows  : 

Refohedi  That  any  goods,  wares,  and  merchandife,  except 
ilaves  and  empty  cafKs,  other  than  fhaken  or  knocked  down  cafks 
for  molaff^s,  may  be  exported  from  the  thirteen  United  Colonies, 
by  the  inhabitants  thereof,  and  by  the  people  of  all  fuch  countries, 
So  are  not  fubie^Q:  to  the  king  of  Great  Britain,  to  any  parts  of 
the  world,  which  are  not  under  the  dominion  of  the  faid  king; 
provided  that  no  vefTel  be  permitted  to  export  any  greater  number 
of  fhaken  or  knocked  down  molaffes  caflcs,  than  the  fame  veflel  is 
capable  of  carrying,  when  they  Tnall  be  filled  with  molaffes. 

Refohsdy  That  any  goods,  wares,  and  merchandifes,  except 
fuch  as  are  of  the  growth,  produftion,  or  manufadlure  of,  or 
brought  from  any  country  under  the  dominion  of  the  king  of 
Great  Britain,  and  except  Eail  India  tea,  may  be  imported  from 
any  other  parts  of  the  world,  to  the  thirteen  United  Colonies, 
by  the  inhabitants  thereof,  and  by  the  people  of  all  fuch  countries 
as  are  not  fubjeft  to  the  faid  king  ;  liable,  however,  to  all  fuch  du- 
ties and  impofitions  as  now  are,  or  may  hereafter  be  laid  by  any  of 
the  faid  colonies. 

Refolved,  That  nothing  herein  contained  fhall  be  underftood  to 
prevent  fuch  future  commercial  regulations,  as  fhall  be  thought 
juft  and  neceffary  by  thefe  United  Colonies,  or  their  refpedlive 
legiflatures. 

Refohed,  That  no  Haves  be  imported  Into  any  of  the  thirteen 
United  ColWies. 

Refolvsd^  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  affemblies  and  con- 
ventions in  the  feveral  colonies  to  appoint  proper  officers  at  conve- 
nient pkces  in  their  refpedlive  colonies,  to  take  bonds  in  adequate 
penalties,  for  obferving  the  regulations  made  by  the  Congrefs,  or 
affemblies,  or  conventions,  concerning  trade,  and  for  fecuring 
the  obfervation  of  fuch  parts  of  the  affociation,  as  are  not  inconfif- 
tent  therewith;  and  that  the  obHgor  fhall,  within  eighteen 
months  after  the  departure  ofthe  veffel,  produce  to  fuch  officers  a 
certificate  under  the  hands  and  feals  of  three  or  more  reputable 
merchants,  refiding  at  the  port  or  place  where  the  cargo  fliall  be 
delivered,  that  the  fame  was  there  unladed,  and  take  manifells 
upon  oath,  ofthe  cargoes  exported  and  Imported,    and  keep  fair 
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accounts  and  entries  thereof,  give  bills  of  health  Vvheii  defired, 
grant  regiilers  Hiewing  the  property  of  the  veffels  cleared  out,  and 
lign  certificates  that  the  requiiites  for  qualifying  veiTels  to  trade, 
have  been  complied  with  :  And  that  the  fees  of  the  faid  oificers  be 
ftated  by  the  refpe6live  affemblies  or  conventions.  Provided  al- 
ways, that  no  profecution  upon  any  of  the  faid  bonds,  fnall  be 
commenced,  but  within  three  years  after  the  date  thereof. 

Refolvedy  That  all  goods,  wares,  and  merehandifes,  except 
fuch  as  are  made  prize  of,  which  (hall  be  imported  direflly  or  in- 
diredlly  from  Great- Britain  or  Ireland,  into  any  of  thefe  United 
Colonies,  contrary  to  the  regulations  eftablifhed  by  Congrefs, 
Ihall  be  forfeited  and  difpofed  of,  agreeable  to  fuch  rules  as  (hall 
be  made  by  the  feveral  alTembiies  or  conventions,  and  fhall  be  lia- 
ble to  profecution  and  condemnation  in  any  court  erected  or.  to  be 
erefted  for  the  determination  of  maritime  affairs,  in  the  colony 
where  the  feizure  (hall  be  made. 

Refolvedy  Tiiat  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  bring  in  a 
refolution  fordifpofingof,  and  ufing  the  tea  now  in  thefe  colonies: 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  R.  Morris,  Mr.  Jay,  and  Mr. 
M'Kean. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported  that  there  is  due. 

To  Robert  Ervviu,  waggon-mafler  for  William  M'Carty's  and 
Richard  Key's  teams  to  Virginia  with  pov^^-der,  each  thirty  days 
and  ferriages,  the  fum  of  250.5  dollars. 

Ordered^  That  the  farne  be  paid. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  letters  from  general  Schuyler  of 
the  7th  and  19th,  and  from  W.  Paulding,  Efq;  chairman  of  a 
committee  of  the  convention  of  New-York,  of  the  26th  of  March 
lait,  were  referred,  brought  in  their  report,  which  being  taken  in- 
to confideration, 

Refcilved,  That  the  committee  of  infpe£lion  and  obfervation  of 
Albany  be  defired  to  examine,  flate,  and  fettle  the  accounts  of 
expences  incurred  in  the  taking  of  Ticonderoga  and  Crown-Pomt, 
which  ihall  be  laid  bjefore  them  by  general  Schuyler,  and  report 
the  fame  to  Congrefs.. 

Refohed,  That  the  commiffioners  for  indian  affairs  in  the  nor- 
thern department  be  defired  to  affure  the  Indians  that  Congrefs 
will  do  every  thing  in  their  power  to  procure  goods  for  them,  and 
hope  they  fhall  foon  accompHih  it. 

Refolved,  That  Robert  Yates  be  appointed  fecretary  to  the  com- 
miffioners  for  indian  affairs  in  the  northern  department,  and  be  al- 
lowed at  the  rate  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  by  the  year. 

Refolvedy  That  the  remainder  of  the  report  be  poftponed. 

A  letter  from  general  Wafhington  of  the  27th  of  March.     And 

A  letter  from  brigadier  general  Heath  being  received  and  read, 
■  Refohed,  That  the  letter  from  general  Wafliington  with  the, 
papers  inclofed,  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  Congrefs. 

Refolv  ed. 
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Refohed,  That  the  fum  of  ioc,ooo  dollars  be  fent  to  New-York 
for  the  ufe  of  the  army  there,  in  the  fervice  of  the  United  Colo- 
nies. 

The  committee  for  prifoners  brought  in  a  report  which  was  read : 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Refoht;di  That  the  delegates  of  Virginia  be  directed  to  write  to 
their  convention  or  committee,  or  council  of  fafety,  to  collect  and 
forward  to  the  treafurers  of  the  United  Colonies,  what  gold  and 
lilver  they  can  procure,  and  to  draw  on  the  prefident  for  the  a- 
mount  thereof,  at  the  rate  of  eight  dollars  for  Half  Joes,  weigh- 
ing nine  penny  weight. 

The  committee  on  qualifications,  having  recommended  Samuel 
Checkley,  as  a  proper  perfon  to  fill  a  vacancy  of  an  Enfign  in  the 
third  Pennfylvaniabat^alion  : 

Ordered^  That  a  commiflion  be  granted  to  the  faid  Samuel 
Checkley  accordingly. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Tuefday  next. 

Tuesday,  Jpril  g.  1776. 

Refohedi  That  the  fum  of  200,000  dollars,  be  fent  to  New- 
York,  for  the  ufe  of  the  continental  forces  there. 

A  lift  of  prifoners  brought  from  Canada  by  major  Zedwitz,  and 
a  letter  of  the  4th  from  John  Nelfon,  chairman  of  the  committee 
of  Brunfwick,  refpe6ling  prifoners  brought  to  that  place  ;  alfo  a 
letter  from  colonel  Haflet  of  the  Delaware  battalion,  being  laid 
before  Congrefs  and  read, 

Refolved,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  prifoners. 

A  letter  of  the  5th  from  captain  Brice,  a  prifoner  at  Brunf- 
wick, was  prefented  to  Congrefs  and  read;  whereupon, 

Refolved,  That  captain  Brice  be  permitted  to  come  to  Phila- 
delphia, in  order  to  confult  a  phyfician,  and  there  wait  the  orders 
of  Congrefs. 

A  letter  of  the  6th  of  March  from  brigadier  general  Woofter, 
and  a  letter  of  the  26th  of  the  fame  month  from  general  Schuyler, 
were  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read. 

The  Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  election  of  an  auditor-general, 
and  the  ballots  being  taken  and  examined, 

John  Gibfon,  Efq.  was  elected. 

The  Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  commit- 
tee on  prifoners  ;  whereupon, 

Refolved^'X\\2X  captain  Thomas  Gamble  be  not  exchanged,  there 
being  no  cartel  fettled. 

R-.'folved,  That  captain  Duncan  Campbell  be  permitted  to  re- 
fide  with  his  wife  and  family  in  the  city  of  Burlington  in  New- 
Jerfey. 

Refoived,  That  the  committee  on  prifoners  be  dire6led  to  write 
to  general  Schuyler,  and  take  his  opinion  whether  Allan  M'Don- 

aid. 
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aid,  and  the  other  hoftages  taken  in  Tryon  county,  may,  con- 
fiftent  with  the  public  fafety,  be  permitted  to  return  to  their  re- 
ipedlive  homes  on  their  parole. 

Refohedf  That  a  lift  of  the  prifoners  of  war  in  each  colony  be 
made  out  and  tranfmitted  to  the  houfe  of  alfembly,  convention, 
council  or  committee  of  fafety  of  fuch  colony  refpeftively,  and 
that  they  be  authorized  and  requetted  to  caufe  a  ftrift  obfervance  of 
the  terms  on  which  fuch  prifoners  have  been  enlarged,  and  alfo  to 
take  efpecial  care  that  none  of  thofe  confined  by  order  of  Con- 
grefs  bj  fuifered  to  efcape;  and  alfo  that  the  allowance  to  each  pri- 
foner  b^  punctually  paid  by  the  prefident  of  the  convention,  or  of 
the  council  or  committee  of  fafety  of  the  colony  in  which  he  relides; 
and  where  there  are  no  conventions,  by  the  fpeakers  of  affembly, 
which  faid  prefidents  or  fpeakers  are  hereby  authorifed,  from  time 
to  time,  to  draw  for  the  fums  advanced  in  purfuance  of  this  refo-? 
iution,  upon  the  prefident  of  Congrefs. 

Refohed,  That  brigadier  general  Prefect,  upon  fubfcribing  the 
parole  ordered,  be  enlarged  from  his  prefent  confinement. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported  that  there  is  due. 

To  Lewis  Nicola,  for  repairs  done  at  the  old  goal  in  this  city, 
fitted  up  for  the  reception  of  troops,  the  fum  of  226  dollars  : 

To  Jofeph  Page,  for  his  fervice  in  attending  the  powder  wag- 
gons to  Virginia,  the  fum  of  55  dollars,  and  that  the  fame  ought 
to  be  paid  to  Benjamin  Harrifon,  Efq  : 

To  Jacob  Garrigues,  for  tranferibing  minutes,  letters,  &c.  for 
Congrefs,  the  fum  of  48,2  dollars: 

To  John  Bruce,  for  402  tin  cartoueh-boxes,  the  fum  of  174.2 
dollars: 

To  John  Armer  and  Samuel  Allen,  for  bringing  baggage,  &c» 
belonging  to  MefTrs.  Dulhunt  and  Gamilli,  from  New- York  to 
Philadelphia,  the  fum  of  2 1  dollars,  and  that  the  fame  ought  to 
be  paid  to  Samuel  Allen: 

To  fundry  perfons  for  horfe-hire,  provifions,  &c.  the  fum  of 
12.5  dollars,  and  that  the  fame  ought  to  be  paid  to  John  Alfop, 
Efq: 

To  Clement  Biddle,  for  provifions,  &c.  for  the  Britifli  troops 
of  the  yth  and  26th  regiments,  who  are  prifoners,  the  fum  of  294 
dollars,  and  for  wampum  for  the  fouthern  department,  the  fum  of 
59  dollars  : 

To  Ludowic  Kuhn,  for  boarding  part  of  captain  Roman's  com- 
pany of  matroffes,  the  fum  of  59.8  dollars: 

To  William  Shepherd,  for  two  horfes  fold  by  him  to  general 
Lee,  and  for  fundry  articles  of  geers,  the  fum  of  175.7  dollars  : 

To  Matthias  Slough,  for  provifions  for  the  7th  and  26th  regi- 
ments of  Britifh  troops  from  the  26th  February,  to  the  2  ift  March, 
the  fum  of  193.3  ciollars. 

Ordered^  That  the  above  accounts  be  paid. 

Lord 
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Lord  Stirling  having,  agreeable  to  the  order  of  Congrefs  of  the 
19th  of  March  laft,  appointed  perfons  to  value  the  boat  of  Michael 
Kearney  jun.  and  tranfmitted  to  Congrefs  the  valuation  by  them 
made,  amounting  to  725  dollars. 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  paid  to  the  faid  Michael  Kearney. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Wednesday,  April  \.o.  1776. 

Two  letters  of  the  ill  from  general  Waihington  were  laid  before 
Congrefs  and  read  :   Alfo  a  letter  of  the  8th  from  John  Connolly. 

Refolved,  That  the  letters  from  general  Waihington  be  referred 
to  a  committee  of  the  whole  Conorefs. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  report  on  indian  affairs  In  the  mid- 
dle department,  and  the  petition  of  captain  White  Eyes  were  re- 
ferred, brought  in  their  report,  which  was  taken  into  confidera- 
tion  5  whereupon, 

Refolved,  That  the  commlflioners  for  indian  affairs  in  the  mid- 
dle department,  or  any  one  of  them,  be  defired  to  employ  for  rea- 
fonable  falarles  a  minifter  of  the  gofpel  to  refide  among  the  Dela- 
ware Indians,  and  inftru6t  them  In  the  Chriftian  religion  ;  a  fchool- 
mafter  to  teach  their  youth  reading,  writing,  and  arithmetic;  alfo 
a  blackfmith  to  do  the  work  of  the  Indians  in  the  middle  depart- 
ment. 

Refolved,  That  the  commlflioners  for  Indian  affairs  In  the  mid- 
dle department,  be  defired  to  provide,  at  the  expence  of  the  United 
Colonies  for  the  entertainment  of  the  fachems  and  warriors  of  the 
Indians,  and  their  attendants  and  meffengers,  with  the  accuftom- 
ed  hofpitality,  when  they  come  to  Pittfourgh  to  treat,  or  give  in- 
telligence of  public  affairs,  or  upon  a  vlfit. 

Refolved,  That  the  commiffioners  for  indian  affairs  be  defired  to 
acquaint  the  Indians  In  their  refpeftive  departments,  that  Congrefs 
have  formed  a  plan  for  Importing  goods  to  fupply  their  neceffities  : 

That  the  commiffioners  for  indian  affairs  be  defired  to  enquire 
and  report  the  caufe  of  the  difcontent  of  the  Indians  In  the  middle 
department,  what  meafures  may  be  purfued  to  reflore  quiet  and 
harmony,  and  to  ufe  their  utmoft  endeavours  in  the  mean  time  to 
prevent  hoftllities. 

Refolved,  That  although  the  profperity  of  Dartmouth  college 
in  the  colony  of  New-Hampfhire,  is  a  defireable  obje£l.  It  Is  nei- 
ther fr^afonable  nor  prudent  to  contribute  tovv^ards  its  relief  or  fup- 
port  out  of  the  public  treafury. 

Refolved,  That  fo  foon  as  conveniently  may  be,  a  treaty  be  held 
between  the  commiffioners  for  indian  affairs  in  the  middle  depart* 
ment,  and  the  nations  of  Indians  to  the  weftward ;  and  that  the 
fald  commiffioners  be  defired  to  appoint  the  time  and  place  of  meet- 
in^r  for  that  purpofe,  and  give  the  Indians  information  of  thereof. 

^Refolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  captain  George  Morgan,  Eneas 

Mackay, 
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Mackay,  Efq.  and  captain  John  Neville,  to  adjnll  and  determine 
all  matters  of  difference  between  Coquataginta,  or  captain  White 
Eyes,  and  MefTrs.  Bernard  Gratz  and  Michael  Gratz ;  and  that 
the  arbitrators,  in  cafe  either  of  the  parties,  to  whom  it  Js  recom- 
mended to  fubmit  to  their  award,  fhall  refufe  to  abide  thereby,  re- 
port the  reafons  offuch  refufal,  with  a  ftate  of  the  cafe,  and  any- 
other  matters  they  fhall  think  fit,  to  Congrefs. 

That  difputes  which  fhall  arife  between  any  of  the  white  people 
afld  the  indians  in  their  dealings,  {if  the  latter  will  confent)  be  de- 
termined by  arbitrators  chofen,  one  by  each  of  the  parties,  and  ano- 
ther by  the  commiffioners  for  indian  affairs, or  when  they  are  abfent, 
by  the  agent  in  the  department  where  the  indian  party  refides. 

The  Congrefs  then  proceeded  to  the  choice  of  an  agent  for  in- 
dian affairs  in  the  middle  department,  and  the  ballots  being  taken 
and  examined, 

George  Morgan,  Efq.  was  ekfted. 

Refolvedy  That  the  fum  of  300  dollars  be  prefented  to  captain 
White  Eyes. 

Refolved,  That  George  Morgan,  Efq.  the  agent  for  indian  af- 
fairs in  the  middle  department,  be  impowered  to  purchafe  for  cap- 
tain White  Eyes,  two  horfes  with  two  faddles  and  briddles,  and 
that  the  treafurers  be  directed  to  pay  to  the  faid  George  Morgan, 
a'fum  not  exceeding  TOO  dollars  for  defraying  the  expences  thereof. 
Refohed,  That   the  following  fpeech  be   delivered  to  captain 
White  E^-es  to-morrov4^  morning. 
Brother  captain  White  Eyes., 
*'  We  have  not  been  unmindful  of  our  promife  made  to  you  and 
your  nation,  the  1 6th  of  December.    We  now  thank  you  for  your 
fpeech  to  us  the  2d  of  laft  month. 
Brothers  the  Delaivares, 
At  the  council   fire   at  Pittfburgh,  lafl  fall,  and  fince  by  our 
brother  captain  White  Eyes,  who  hath  been  all  the  winter  with 
us,  you  requefted  our  alTiIlance  to  promote  peace  and  ufeful  know- 
ledge among  you,  particularly  the  knowledge  of  the  Chriflian  re- 
ligion.    We  rejoice,  brothers,  to  find  you  thusdifpofed,  and  will, 
as  early  as  we   can,  provide   a  fuitable  minifter  and  fchoolmafler, 
and  a  fober  man  to  inflruft  you  in  agriculture.     Thefe  things  we 
agree  to  do,  brothers,  at  your  requefl,  and  to  convince  you  that 
we  wifh  to  advance  your  happinefs,  and  that  there  may  be  a  lafl- 
ing  union  between  us,  and  that,  as  you  exprefs  it,  we  may  become 
one  people.     The  introduftion  of  ufeful  arts  among  you  will  be  ef- 
fe<Eled,  we  apprehend,  by  encouraging  handicraft   men  to    fettle 
and  refide  in  your  country.     The  method  of  doing  this,   muft  be 
left  to  your  own  difcretion. 
B rot  hers y 
We  denre  you  will  make  it  known  among  all  the  indiannations 
to  the   wellward,  that  we  are  determined  to  cultivate  peace  and 

friendfhip 
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friendfhip  with  them,  and  that  we  will  endeavour  by  making  the 
bell  regulations  in  our  power,  to  prevent  any  of  our  people  wrong- 
ing them  in  any  manner,  or  taking  their  lands  ;  and  that  we  will 
llrive  to  put  the  trade  between  us  on  fuch  a  footing  as  will  fecurc 
the  peace,  and  promote  the  intereft  of  all  parties  ;  and  we  expeft, 
that  all  the  wife  men  of  every  Indian  nation  will  ufe  their  influence 
for  the  fame  purpofe. 
Brothers, 

We  have  named  George  Morgan,  Efq.  as  agent  under  our 
commiffioners  for  indian  affairs  in  the  middle  department,  and  wc 
defire  you  will  confer  with  him  on  whatever  buiinefs  you  may  have 
with  us.  We  hope  you  will  inform  him  of  all  public  matters.  Wc 
recommend  him  to  your  friendfhip. 
Brothers, 

You  tell  us,  that  your  uncles,  our  brothers,  the  Wiandots 
have  given  your  nation  a  large  tra6l  of  country,  comprehended  be- 
tween the  river  Ohio  on  the  fouth,  the  well  branch  of  the  river 
Muildngham  and  Sanduflcy  on  the  Weil,  Lake  Erie  on  the  North, 
and  Prefque-Ifle  on  the  call. 
Brothers, 

Hearken  to  our  advice.  As  we  are  informed  that  your  uncles 
our  brothers  the  fix  nations  claim  moll  of  thofe  lands,  we  recom- 
mend it  to  you  to  obtain  their  approbation  of  this  grant  to  you 
from  the  Wiandots  in  public  council,  and  have  it  put  on  record. 
Such  a  ftep  will  prevent  uneafmefs  and  jealoufy  on  their  part,  and 
continue  the  confidence  and  friendfhip  which  fubfills  between  you 
and  them.  We  wifli  to  promote  the  lailing  peace  and  happinefs  of 
all  our  brothers  the  indian  nations,  who  live  with  us  on  this  great  i- 
fland.  As  far  as  your  fettlement  and  fecurity  may  depend  upon 
us,  you  may  be  alTured  of  our  protedlion.  We  fhall  take  all  the 
care  in  our  power,  that  no  interruption  or  dillurbance  be  given  you 
by  our  people,  nor  (hall  any  of  them  be  fuffered  by  force  or  fraud 
to  deprive  you  of  any  of  your  lands,  or  to  fettle  them  without  a 
fair  purchafe  from  you,  and  your  free  confent.  If  contrary  to  our 
intention,  any  injury  (hould  be  offered  to  you  by  any  of  our  people, 
inform  us  of  it,  and  we  (hall  be  always  ready  to  procure  you  fatif- 
faction  and  redrefs. 

Brother  captain  White  Eyes, 

We  defire  you  will  inform  your  nation,  your  uncles  the  fix 
nations,  and  Wiandots,  your  grand  children  the  Shawanefe,  and 
all  the  other  nations,  what  you  have  feen  and  heardamong  us,  and 
exhort  them  to  keep  faff  hold  of  the  covenant  chain  of  friendfhip 
which  we  have  fo  lately  repaired  and  ftrengthened.  As  you  are  now 
about  to  depart,  we  prefent  you  with  fome  money  to  buy  cloaths 
and  neceffaries,  and  pay  your  expences,  and  we  wifh  you  a  good 
Tourney,  and  bid  you  farewell. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to  morrow. 

Thursday, 
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Thursday,  April  ii,  ijyS, 

A  letter  of  the  7th,  from  gen.  Putnam  at  New-York,  with  fun- 
dry  papers  enclofed,  was  prefented  to  Congrefs  and  read. 

Refolved,  That  an  order  for  10,000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  trea- 
furers  in  favour  of  Carpenter  Wharton  commiflary,  for  the  ufe  of 
the  Pennfylvania  battalions,  he  to  be  accountable. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported  that  there  is  due. 

To  lieutenant  colonel  Zedwitz  for  expences  in  curing  a  wound 
received  by  him  in  falling  from  the  walls  of  Quebec,  and  his  expen- 
ces from  thence  to  Philadelphia,  the  fum  of  255.6  dollars : 

To  John  Hales,  for  carriage  hire,  &c.  for  the  commiffioners  go- 
ing to  Canada,  the  fum  of  223  dollars  : 

To  Oliver  Woolcot,  Efq;  for  his  expences  in  attending  a  treaty 
with  the  fix  nations  at  Albany,  the  fum  of  60  dollars: 

To  Dr.  Jonathan  Potts,  for  attending  the  prifoners  at  Reading, 
the  fum  of  76.6  dollars;  and  for  medicines,  &c.  provided  for  the 
troops  in  the  middle  department,  the  fum  of  134.6  dollars, amount- 
ing together  to  the  fum  of  2 1 1.2  dollars. 

To  the  following  perfons  for  boarding,  &c.  gen.  Lee's  guard, 
viz* 

Richard  Jacobs,         the  fum  of         6.4  dollars. 

William  Staddleman.  7.4 

William  M' Do  well,  3.4 

Lawrence  Fcgan,  8.4 

Jacob  Wyncoop,  13.6 

Michael  Gallagher,  1.8 

John  Kerlin,  8.6 

Charles  Stultz,  3.7 

To  captain  Long,  for  fo  much  advanced  by  him  to  captain  John 
Nelfon,  of  one  of  the  riffle  companies,  the  fum  of  ro.7  dollars: 

Ordered^  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

"Refolved^  That  the  committee  of  claims  allow  for  the  fupport  of 
the  hoftages  fent  by  gen.  Schuyler  from  Tryon  county,  the  fum  of 
two  dollars  a  week. 

Refolved  That  two  new  members  be  added  to  the  cannon  com- 
mittee, in  the  room  of  two  who  are  abfent : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Clinton,  and  Mr.  Whipple. 

Refohedf  That  the  fecret  committee  be  direfted  to  fupply  the 
delegates  of  Maryland  with  one  ton  of  powder  for  the  uie  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  eaftern  fhore  in  that  colony. 

Refolved,  That  the  committee  of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania  be  re- 
quefted  to  provide  proper  barracks  or  quarters  for  fuch  of  the  con- 
tinental troops  as  may  be  from  time  to  time  in  the  city  of  Philadel- 
phia. 

Refolved,  That  the  commanding  officer  at  New- York,  be  di reel- 
ed to  difcharge  the  militia  of  New-Jerfey  who  are  in  the  pay  of 
the  continent  : 

Vol.  IL  R  That 
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That  the  commanding  officer  at  New-York  be  direfted  to  dif- 
charge  the  whole  or  fuch  parts  of  the  militia  of  New- York  and  Con - 
nedicut,  now  in  the  pay  of  the  continent,  as  the  public  fervice 
will  permit. 

A  petition  from  Eliphalet  Dyer  and  William  Williams  in  behalf 
of  the  colony  of  Conne6licut,  was  prefented  to  Congrefs  and  read, 
fetting  forth  that  the  colony  has  advanced  large  fums  of  money  for 
the  continent  over  and  above  what  have  been  paid  them,  that  tho' 
they  have  ufed  their  utmoft  diligence  they  have  not  yet  been  able 
to  prepare  a  full  Hate  of  their  accounts  to  lay  before  Congrefs,  and 
as  their  treafury  is  exhauiled,  and  the  colony  and  the  public  inter- 
eii  in  danger  of  fufFering  for  want  of  fupplies,  praying  that  the 
Congrefs  would  advance  to  the  colony  the  fum  of  fifty  thoufand 
pounds  lawful  money,  in  part  of  their  advances. 

Refohedy  That  the  fum  of  i66,666|  dollars'  be  advanced  to  the 
colony  of  Connefiiicut,  on  account  of  their  advances  for  the  fervice 
of  the  continent,  the  faid  colony  to  be  accountable. 

Captain  White  Eyes  being  called  in,  the  fpeech  was  delivered  to 
him,  and  the  money  paid. 

Refolved,  That  fifty  dollars  be  paid  to  Ifaac  Stille  the  interpre* 
ter. 

Refolved^  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  conventions  and  com- 
mittees or  councils  of  fafety  of  Virginia  and  North-Carolina,  to 
provide  for  the  maintainance  and  fecurity  of  fuch  of  the  enemy  as 
are  made  prifoners  in  their  colonies,  agreeable  to  the  regulations  of 
Congrefs  for  the  fupport  of  prifoners,  and  that  the  expence  thereof 
be  defrayed  by  the  continent. 

Refolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  inquire  into 
th^  truth  of  the  report  refpefting  governor  Tryon's  exafting  an 
oath  from  perfons  going  by  the  packet,  and  to  afcertain  the  fadl 
by  aiHdavits  taken  before  achief  juftice,  or  other  chief  magiftrate; 
The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  Wythe,  and  Mr.  Wilfon. 
Refolved,  That  the  fum  of  thirty  dollars  be  advanced  to  John 
Harkefs,  a  wounded  foldier,  who  was  difcharged  at  Cambridge 
y/ithout  any  pay. 

Information  being  given  that  Mr.  Hewes,  a  prifoner,  has  been 
defrauded  of  a  large  quantity  of  goods; 

Refohedy  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  enquire  into 
the  truth  of  this  matter,  and  report  to  Congrefs  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  M*Kean,  Mr.  Huntingdon,  and  Mr. 
I)uane. 

The  committee,  to  whom  the  petition  of  John  Secord  was  refer- 
red, brought  in  their  report,  which  was  read. 

Refolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  feveral  aflemblies,  con- 
ventions, and  committees  or  councils  of  fafety  of  the  United  Colo- 
nies, to  ufe  their  beft  endeavours  in  communicating  to  foreign  na- 
tions the  refolutions  of  Congrefs  relative  to  trade. 

Adjourned 
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Adjourned  to  ten  o'plock  to-morrow. 

Friday,  April  \2,  1776. 

A  letter  of  the  21ft  March,  from  W.  H.  Drayton,  prefident  of 
the  convention  of  South-Carolina,  with  a  copy  of  the  a6t  of  par- 
liament prohibiting  all  trade  and  commerce  with  the  American  co- 
lonies :  Alfo, 

A  Iett£^  of  the  loth  inftant  from  colonel  John  Haflet,  inclofing 
^n  account  of  the  engagement  between  the  detachment  of  the  De- 
laware battalion  at  Lewes,  and  a  tender  of  the  Roebuck;  alfo  in- 
forming that  another  company  is  wanted  at  Lewes  Town,  and  that 
he  has  ordered  one  to  march  thither,  were  laid  before  Congrefs  and 
read. 

Refohedy  That  the  condud  of  colonel  Haflet  in  ordering  another 
company  to  Lewes  Town,  be  approved. 

The  committee  on  qualifications  having  recommended  James 
Hunter  as  a  fit  perfon  to  fill  the  oldeft  vacancy  of  fecond  lieuten- 
ant, and  Joel  Weflcoat  as  a  fuitable  perfon  to  fill  the  fecond  oldeft 
vacancy  of  fecond  lieutenant  in  the  third  Pennfylvania  battalion  \ 

Refohedi  That  commifHons  be  granted  to  them  accordingly. 

Rejolvedy  That  the  treafurers  be  direfted  to  pay  Mr.  Price  the 
fum  of  16,000  dollars  in  fpecie,  in  part  of  the  fum  ordered  to  be 
advanced  to  him  and  Mr.  Haywood. 

A  petition  from  colonel  James  Eaflon  was  prefented  to  Congrefs 
and  read. 

Refoivedy  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Braxton,  Mr.  Duane,  and  Mr.  A- 
lexander. 

Refohedj  That  the  affembljes,  conventions,  and  committees  or 
councils  of  fafety  of  th,e  colonies  refpe6lively,  in  which  prifoners 
are  or  (hall  chufe,  or  be  appointed  to  refide,  be  impowered  to  re- 
move fuch  prifoners  from  place  to  place  within  the  fame  colonies, 
as  often  as  to  fuch  affemblies,  conventions,  or  committees  or  coun- 
cils of  fafety  refpeftively,  it  fhall  feem  proper,  having  regard  to 
the  former  refolutions  of  Congrefs  concerning  prifoners. 

Refolved,  That  Mr.  Alexander  be  appointed  a  member  of  the 
marine  committee,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Chafe  who  is  abfent. 

A  memorial  from  the  Scotch  hoflages  was  prefented  to  Con- 
grefs and  read. 

Refolvedi  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  claims. 

The  committee  of  claims  i-eported  that  tliere  is  due,  \  ;■.• 

To  Henry  Holler,  for  rifHes  and  cafh  furnifhed  to  captain  Nel- 
fon's  company  of  rilHe  men,  the  fum  of  364.8  dollars  to  be -charg- 
ed to  faid  company  ;  and  for  provifions  for  faid  company,  the 
fum  of  17  1.3  dollars  ;  and  for  necelTaries  provided  for  prffoners  at 
Reading,  1203  dollars  ;  and  for  his  pay  as  quarter  rnafler  in  pro- 
curing provifions,  55  dollars;  for  provifions. made  .for    receiving 
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the  prifoners  from  Johnftown,  the  fum  of  240  dollars ;  for  expref- 
fes  and  incidental  charges,  the  fum  of  62.9  dollars ;  the  whole  a- 
mounting  to  2101  dollars. 

Ordered^  That  the  fame  be  paid. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to  morrow. 

Saturday,  April  13,   1776. 

Rr-folvedi  That  an  order  for  20,000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the 
treafurers  in  favour  of  James  Meafe  commilfary,  for  the  ufe  of  the 
Pennfylvania  battalions,  he  to  be  accountable. 

Mr.  Meafe  having  applied  to  Congrefs  for  advice  how  to  con- 
du6l  himfelf  in  paying  the  fixth  Pennfylvania  battalion  ; 

Refolved,  That  the  queries  propounded  by  Mr.  Meafe  be  refer- 
red to  the  committee  for  procuring  fire  arms. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported  that  there  is  due, 

To  Robert  Erwin,  the  ballance  of  his  account  for  waggon  hire, 
the  fum  of  436  dollars. 

Ordered^  I'hat  the  fame  hi  paid. 

A  petition  from  thi  committees  of  the  townfhips  of  Walpack, 
Sandyftone,  and  Montague,  in  the  county  of  Suflex  in  New- 
Jerfey,  was  prefented  to  Congrefs  and  read  : 

Refolvedi  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  the  commifiloners  for 
Indian  affairs,  who  are  members  of  Congrefs. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  refolution  for  the  fale 
and  confumption  of  the  teas  now  in  thefe  colonies,  brought  in 
the  fame,  which  was  read  and  agreed  to,  as  follows  : 

Whereas  by  the  third  article  of  the  affociatlon  entered  into  by 
the  late  Continental  Congrefs  at  Philadelphia,  on  the  24th  day 
of  October,  in  the  Year  of  our  Lord  1774,  it  was  agreed,  that 
from  that  day  the  inhabitants  of  the  United  Colonies  "  would  not 
purchafe  nor  ufe  any  tea  imported  on  account  of  the  Eaft  India 
company,  or  any  on  which  a  duty  had  been  or  fliould  be  paid,  and 
from  and  after  the  firft  day  of  March  then  next  following,  they- 
would  not  purchafe  or  ufe  any  Eaft  India  tea  whatever  :"  And 
whereas  it  has  been  reprefented  to  this  Congrefs,  that  the  time  as 
aforefaid  limited  for  the  confumption  of  the  tea  then  on  hand  was 
too  ftiort ;  whereby  many  zealous  friends  to  the  American  caufe, 
who  had  imported  large  quantities  of  that  conimodity,  with  de- 
fign  not  merely  to  advance  their  fortunes,  but  to  counteraft  the 
plan  then  purfuedby  the  miniftry,  and  India  company,  to  intro- 
duce and  fell  in  thefe  colonies  tea  fubjecl  to  duty,  are  likely  to  be- 
come great  fufferers  ;  the  greater  part  of  the  eftates  of  many  of 
them  being  vefted  in  that  article,  and  they  by  that  means  rendered 
incapable  not  only  of  paying  their  debts  and  maintaining  their  fa- 
milies, but  alfo  of  vigoroufly  exerting  themfelves  in  the  fervice  of 
their  country  :  And  whereas  it  was  originally  the  defign  of  Con- 
grefs, that  all  India  tea,  which  had  been  imported  agreeable  to 
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the  tenor  of  the  faid  aflbciation,  might  be  fold  aivd  con  fumed,  but 
the  time  h'mited  for  that  purpofe  proving  too  fhort ; 

Refohed,  That  all  India  tea  imported  as  aforefaid,  exprefly  ex- 
cepting all  teas  imported  by  or  on  account  of  the  Eaft  India  com- 
pany, now  remaining  on  hand  in  thefe  colonies  be  fold  and  ufed: 

And  whereas  from  the  future  importation  of  tea  being  prohibi- 
ted, fome  tea-holders  may  be  tempted  to  avail  themfelves  of  the 
fcarcity  which  will  be  occafioned  by  it,  and  exaft  exorbitant 
prices  for  an  article  of  little  real  value  in  itfelf,  and  which  owes 
its  worth  to  an  hajbit  in  many  refpedls  pernicious  to  the  inhabi- 
tants of  thefe  colonies ; 

Refolved^  therefore.  That  Bohea  tea  ought  not  to  be  fold  by 
retail  in  the  fmalleil  quantities  at  a  higher  price  in  any  colony, 
than  at  the  rate  of  three  fourth  parts  of  a  dollar  per  pound ;  and 
other  teas  at  fuch  a  price  as  fhall  be  regulated  by  the  committees 
of  the  town  or  county,  where  the  tea  is  fold  ;  and  that  all  perfons, 
who  Ihall  either  give  or  take  a  greater  price  for  it,  ought  to  be 
confidered  as  enemies  to  the  American  caufe,  and  treated  accord- 
ingly. And  it  is  earneftly  recommended  to  all  committees  of  in- 
fpediion  and  obfervation  as  well  to  be  vigilant  in  carrying  this  re- 
folve  into  execution,  as  thofe  which  prohibit  the  importation  of 
India  tea  from  any  part  of  the  world,  it  being  the  defire  of  Con- 
g^efs  to  exclude  all  teas,  except  fuch  as  may  make  part  of  the  car- 
goes of  prizes  taken  by  fhips  of  war  or  privateers  belonging  to 
thefe  colonies. 

Refolvedi  That  the  fecret  committee  be  directed  to  deliver  to 
lieutenant  colonel  Hartley  one  quarter  caflc  of  powder,  to  repay 
fo  much  by  him  borrowed  for  the  ufe  of  the  continent. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  letter  to  the  committee 
of  fafety  of  New-Jerfey,  brought  in  a  draught,  which  being  read 
was  agreed  to  : 

Ordered y  That  the  fame  be  tranfcribed,  figned  by  the  prefident 
and  tranfmitted. 

The  comn^ittee  appointed  to  confider  the  reprefentation  and 
queries  of  James  Meafe  refpe6ling  the  fixth  battalion  of  troops 
commanded  by  colonel  Irvine,  brought  in  their  report,  which 
v» as  read:  Whereupon, 

Refohed,  That  the  certificates  of  magiftrates  or  other  refpedla- 
ble  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Cumberland,  who  have  infpe6led 
and  examined  the  companies  of  the  faid  battalion,  fhall  in  this  in- 
ftance  juftify  the  pay-mafter  in  paying  fuch  companies  agreeable 
to  the  faid  certificates,  the  muller  mailer  being  abfent  : 

That  the  fupernumerary  privates,  that  have  been  inlifted  and 
are  armed  and  cloathed,  be  continued  and  paid  ; 

That  the  officers  in  the  faid  battalion  be  paid  for  their  fubfift- 
ance  fince  the  recruiting  fervice  has  been  over,  at  the  rates  ufed  in 
other  battalions: 

That 
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That  the  claim  of  the  enfign  in  captain  Wilfqn's  company  to 
pay  and  fubfiftance,  from  the  time  of  entering  into  actual  fervice, 
be  allowed. 

Refolved,  That  the  marine  committee  be  impowered  to  build 
two  gallies,  capable  of  carrying  each  two  36  or  42  pounders,  to 
oppofe  the  enemy's  vefTels  in  bays  and  harbours. 

Refohed,  That  the  committee  for  cafting  cannon  be  directed  toi 
contra«9:  for  the  calling  forty  howitzers,  with  a  fuificient  quantity 
of  (hells. 

The  committee  appointed  to  take  into  confideration  the ap  pli- 
cation of  James  Hughes,  late  town  major  of  Montreal,  and  now 
one  of  the  prifoners  of  the  thirteen  United  Colonies,  brought  in 
their  report ;  wherein  they  reprefent, 

*'  'That  it  appears  to  them  that  Mr8.  Hughes,  the  wife  of  the 
fald  Jam-es  Hughes  on  or  about  the  5th  of  February  laft,  bargain- 
ed with  a  certain  Jabez  Weft,  for  divers  goods  and  merchandize 
in  her  pofleffion  at  Montreal,  for  which  the.faid  Weft,  as  the  faid 
J.  Hughes  alledges,  agreed  to  pay  £  905  :  11:  9  :  i.  fterling 
money  of  Great  Britain,  and  £  151:  i:  9:  Halifax  currency, 
in  gold  and  filver  to  the  faid  Hughes,  within  eighteen  days  from 
that  time,  upon  which  payment  being  made,  the  goods  were  to 
be  delivered  at  Albany,  to  the  faid  Weft,  by  a  certain  John  Ste- 
venfon  of  Albany ;  to  whom  they  were  to  be  fent  at  the  expence 
of  the  faid  Weft':  That  the  faid  Weft  paid  to  the  faid  Hughes, 
240  dollars  in  part,  but  it  was,  as  the  faid  Hughes  alledges,  a- 
greed  that  if  the  refidue  of  the  money  was  not  paid  within  the 
time  limited,  then  the  240  dollars  were  to  be  forfeited,  and  the 
o-oods  not  to  be  delivered  ;  that  the  goods  arrived  at  Albany,  and 
were  in  the  poifeilion  of  Mr.  Stevenfon,  who,  on  the  nth  of 
March  laft,  by  fome  means  or  other,  was  induced  to  deliver  the 
goods  to  Weft,  though  he  paid  no  money ;  that  the  faid  Weft 
gave  a  bond  to  the  faid  Stevenfon,  payable  to  the  faid  Hughes, 
for  /  1609  :  18  :  8  continental  currency,  on  the  9th  of  April  in-: 
ftant,  without  any  authority  from  the  fald  Hughes,  as  he  alledg- 
es ;  that  the  faid  Weft  proceeded  with  the  goods,  immediately  on 
the  receipt  of  them,  to  fome  of  theeaftern  colonies,  and  it  is  ap- 
prehended to  Connefticut.  Upon  the  whole,  the  committee  are 
of  opinion,  that  the  fald  Hughes  may  probably  lofe  his  debt 
from  Weft,  without  the  interpofition  of  Congrefs,  or  their  per- 
miffion  to  him  to  go  In  purfult  of  the  fald  Weft."     Whereupon 

Refolved,  That^^overnor  Trumbull  of  the  colony  of  Connecti- 
cut, be  defired  todlreft  the  moft  effeftual  method,  according  to 
law,  to  be  taken  for  fecuring  the  perfon  of  Jabez  Weft,  or  his  ef- 
fcfts  to  the  value  of  the  debt  due  to  James  Hughes,  if  either  can 
be  found  in  his  government ;  and  to  fee  that  justice  be  done  In  the 
premlfies. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday  next. 

Monday, 
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Mon1>ay,  Jpril  15,  1776. 
A  letter  of  the  4th  from  general  Wafhington,  enclofing  a  letter 
from  governor  Cooke,  and  an  account  of  the  powder  fupplied  the 
army  at  Cambridge,  by  the  colony  of  MaiTachufetts-Bay,  from 
the  loth  of  June  lail  :  Alfo  a  letter  of  the  2d  from  general 
Schuyler,  with  eight  papers  enclofed,  being  laid  before  Congrefs 
and  read  : 

Refolvedi  That  the  faid  letters  with  the  papers  enclofed,  be  re- 
ferred to  Mr.  Wythe,  Mr.  Harrifon,  and  Mr.  S.  Adams. 

The  coniimittee  to  whom  the  petition  from  the  committees  of 
Walpack,  &c.  was  referred,  brought  in  their  report,  which  was 
agreed  to.     Whereupon, 

Refolved,  That  an  order  be  dvawn  by  the  chairman  of  the  fecret 
committee  upon  Henry  Wifner,  Efq;  in  favour  of  the  petitioners, 
fey  200  lb.  of  powder,  they  paying  for  the  fame : 
That  1000  fiints  be  delivered  to  the  petitioners : 
That  the  petitioners  be  delired  to  fend  Garret  Broadhead,  Efq; 
to  the  neareil  Indian  fettlement,  in  order  to  difcover  whether  any 
uneafinefs  fubfills  among  the  Indians  in  that  part  of  the  country; 
and  if  it  fubfiils,  from  what  caufe  it  arifes  : 

That  a  letter  be  written  by  theprelident  of  the  Congrefs  to  ge- 
neral Schuyler,  to  inform  him  of  the  apprehenfion  of  the  inhabi- 
tants on  the  weftern  boundaries  of  New-Jerfey  from  the  Indians, 
to  requeil  him  to  dire6i:  proper  inquiries  to  be  made,  whether 
there  be  any  foundation  for  fuch  apprehenfions. 

The  Congrefs  taking  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee on  the  petition  of  John  Secord: 

Refolved f  That  a  certified  copy  of  the  faid  petition  be  tranfmlt- 
ted  to  the  governcr  of  Connecticut ;  that  he  be  requefted  to  caufe 
inquiry  to  be  made  into  the  truth  of  the  fa£is  therein  Hated,  and 
if  found  true,  that  it  be  recommended  to  him  to  caufe  reftitution 
to  be  made  to  the  petitioner. 

Refolved,  That  it  be  again  recommended  to  the  fettlers  at  Wy- 
oming and  the  Sufquehannah  river,  as  \vell  thofe  under  Pennfylva- 
nia  as  thofe  under  Connedlicut,  to  cultivate  harmony,  to  confider 
themfelves  as  jointly  intfrefted  in  the  event  of  the  American  caufe, 
and  not  by  mutual  afts  of  violence  or  oppreiTion,  to  injure  that  uni- 
.  on  that  happily  fubfifts  between  all  the  colonies,  and  on  which  their 
welfare  fo  much  depends. 

Refolved i  That  the  fecret  committee  be  directed  to  fupply  the 
inhabitants  of  Monmouth  county  in  New-Jerfey,  with  300  lb.  of 
powder,  they  paying  for  the  fame. 

Refolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  bring  in  a 
refolution,  whereby  perfons  refident,  having  property  in  America, 
who  afiift  any  of  the  enemies  of  the  United  Colonics  in  the  capture 
of  veffels  or  gcods,  may  be  made  liable  to  make  good  the  damages 
to  the  fufferers. 

The 
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The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Braxton,  Mr.  Jay,  and  Mr.  Wythe. 

A  petition  from  Mofes  Kirkland,  a  prifoner,  was  prefented  to 
Congrefs  and  read. 

Refohed,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  prifoners. 

The  Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  report  of  the 
committee  on  the  ways  and  means  of  fupplying  the  troops  in  Cana- 
da;   whereupon, 

Refolved,  That  Mr.  R.  Morris  be  diredled  to  purchafe  bills  of 
exchange  to  the  amount  of  three  thoufand  pounds  fterling,  and 
deliver  the  fame  to  Mr.  Price;  and  that  Mr.  Morris  be  indemnified 
for  any  lofs  that  may  arife  from  indorfing  them  : 

That  the  fum  of  I35333'3  dollars  be  advanced  to  Mr.  Price,  to  be 
employed  by  him  in  the  fervice  of  the  continent,  in  Canada,  he  to 
be  accountable. 

Refohedy  That  the  officers  of  the  riffle  battalion,  and  independ- 
ent riffle  companies,  be  authorifed  and  directed  to  recruit  the  faid 
battalion  and  companies,  and  inlift  the  men  as  fpeedily  as  poffible; 
and  that  their  re-inliftraent  be  for  two  years  from  the  expiration  of 
their  prefent  term,  liable  tp  be  difcharged  fooner,  if  Congrefs  Ihall 
think  proper,  upon  receiving  a  month's  pay  advance. 

A  petition  from  Thomas  Leaming,  jun.  in  behalf  of  the  com- 
mittee of  infpedlion  for  the  county  of  cape  May,  was  prefented  to 
Congrefs  and  read,  fetting  forth  the  defencelefs  ftate  of  that  part 
of  the  country,  and  praymg  for  a  fupply  of  powder  and  lead,  and 
that  two  companies  of  the  continental  forces  may  be  ftationed  there: 

Refolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  granted. 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Tuesday,  April  16,  1776. 

A  letter  of  the  9th  from  commodore  E.  Hopkins,  inclofing  a 
lift  of  the  cannon  and  flores  brought  from  providence  ;  and  a  let- 
ter of  the  14th  from  the  committee  of  Baltimore,  inclofing  copies 
of  intercepted  letters  from  the  fecretary  of  ftate  to  governor  Eden ; 
alfo  a  letter  of  the  8th  from  general  Thomas,  were  laid  before 
Congrefs  and  read. 

Ordered,,  That  the  fecretary  publifh  an  extrad  of  the  letter  from 
commodore  Hopkins. 

The  Congrefs  taking  into  confideration  the  letter  from  the  com- 
mittee of  Baltimore,  and  the  papers  enclofed,  came  to  the  follow- 
ing refolutions  : 

Whereas  information  has  been  this  day  laid  before  Congrefs, 
from  which  there  is  great  reafon  to  believe  that  Robert  Eden,  Efq. 
governor  of  Maryland,  has  lately  carried  on  a  correspondence  with 
the  Britifh  miniilry,  highly  dangerous  to  the  liberties  of  America; 

Refohedy  therefore,  That  the  council  cf  fafety  of  Maryland  be 

earneftly 


April,   1776.  137 

carneflly  requeued  immediately  to  caufe  the  perfon  and  papers  of 
governor  Eden  to  be  feized  and  fecured,  and  fuch  of  the  papers  as 
relate  to  the  American  difpute,  without  delay  conveyed  fafely  to 
Congrefs  ;  and  that  copies  of  the  intercepted  letters  from  the  fe- 
cretary  of  ftate  be  inclofed  to  the  faid  council  of  fafety. 

Refohedy  That  the  council  of  fafety  of  Maryland  be  requefted 
to  caufe  the  perfon  and  papers  of  Alexander  Rofs  to  be  immedi- 
ately feized  and  fecured,  and  that  the  papers  be  fent  fafely  to  Con- 
grefs. 

And  to  prevent  the  faid  Alexander  Rofs  having  any  opportuni- 
ty to  efcape; 

Refihedy  That  the  like  requefc  be  made  to  the  committees  of 
obfervation  for  Baltimore  and  Frederic  counties  in  Maryland,  in 
one  of  which  counties  the  faid  Alexander  Rofs  probably  now  is. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported  that  there  is  due, 

To  Ifaac  Melchior,  for  expences  from  Montreal  to  Philadelphia, 
including  a  part  of  St.  Luke  La  Corne's  expences  to  Albany,  the 
fum  of  34.7  dollars  : 

To  Leonard  Melchior,  for  boarding  M'Donald  twenty  days, 
the  fum  of  16  dollars  : 

To  William  Chew,  for  riding  exprefs  to  North-Carolina  and 
back,  including  ferriages,  the  fum  of  90  dollars,  and  that  the  fam.e 
ought  to  be  paid  to  J.  Hughes,  Efq  : 

To  Samuel  Purviance,  jun.  the  fum  of  133-3  dollars,  money  ad- 
vanced by  colonel  Charles  Beaty  to  captain  James  Grier,  and  that 
the  fame  ought  to  be  paid,  and  charged  to  the  faid  James  Grier  : 

To  Anthony  Tricker,  for  boarding  Donald  M'Donald  and  o- 
thers  of  the  Scots  prifoners  taken  by  general  Schuyler,  near  John- 
llown,  the  fum  of  150  dollars: 

To  Peletiah  Webfter,  for  pnrchafing  goods  for  the  continent, 
including  fome  incidental  charges,  the  fum  of  66.3  dollars. 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

Refohed,  That  the  fecret  committee  be  direfted  to  fupply  the 
inhabitants  of  Monmouth  county  with  500  flints. 

The  Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  eledlion  of  a  clerk  or  affillant  to 
the  auditor  general  : 

Mr.  William  Webb  was  eledled. 

A  letter  of  the  15  th  from  H.  Beaumont,  furgeon  of  the  26th  re- 
giment, was  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read  : 

Rejolved,  That.it  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  prifoners. 

Refolved,  That  the  fum  of  looo  dollars  be  paid  to  MefTrs.  Price 
and  Haywood,  in  confideration  of  their  extraordinary  fervices  in 
Canada. 

Whereas  much  inconvenience  may  be  derived  to  the  public  from 
committees,  others  than  the  committee  of  fafety  in  each  colony,  on 
the  public  poft  roads,  (topping  and  opening  the  mails,  and  de- 
taining letters  from  the  conftitutional  poft  5 
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Refohed,  That  no  committee,  but  the  council  or  cotnmittec  of 
fafety  in  each  colony,  or  fuch  perfons  as  they  (hall  on  extraordina- 
ry occafions  authorife,  ihall  (lop  the  conftitutional  poft,  open  the 
mail,  or  detain  any  letters  therefrom. 

Refohedi  That  the  prefident  write  to  commodore  Hopkins,  and 
dired  him  to  fend  a  complete  lill  and  ftate  of  the  ftores  taken  and 
brought  from  Providence,  with  the  fizes  of  the  cannon,  &c.  And  in 
cafe  he  fliould  have  left  New-London,  that  governor  Trumbull  be 
defired  to  ordera  lift  of  the  ftores  left  at  New-London  by  commo- 
dore Hopkins  to  be  made  out  and  tranfmitted  to  Congrefs. 

Refohedi  That  the  cannon  and  fuch  other  of  the  ftores  as  are  not 
neceffary  for  the  fleet  be  landed  and  left  at  New-London,  and  that 
fuch  of  the  cannon  and  wheels  as  governor  Trumbull  fhall  direft, 
may  be  employed  for  the  defence  of  that  harbour,  during  the  plea- 
fure  of  Congrefs. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Wednesday,  Jpril  17.   1776. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported  that  there  is  due. 

To  John  Avery,  jun.  for  riding  exprefs  from  commodore  Hop- 
kins and  back  again,  the  fum  of  40.7  dollars. 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  paid. 

Refohedy  That  the  marine  committee  be  inftru<B:ed  to  recommend 
to  Conp-refs  proper  perfons  for  commiffion  officers  for  the  frigates 
now  building,  and  that  the  warrant  officers  be  appointed  by  the 
faid  committee  ;  and  that  they  fit  faid  frigates  for  fea  with  all  ex- 
pedition: 

That  the  marine  committee  recommend  to  Congrefs  proper  per- 
fons to  be  agents  for  prizes  in  the  feveral  colonies  : 

That  a  bounty  of  eight  dollars  be  allowed  by  the  public  to  the 
owner  of  every  American  vefTel  for  every  able  feaman  that  he  fhall 
import  into  the  United  Colonies,  over  and  above  the  number  the 
faid  veffel  carried  out ;  and  that  foreigners  importing  able  feamen 
over  and  above  the  ftiip's  company,  and  difcharging  them  in  the 
American  ports,  (liall  be  intitled  to  the  fame  bounty. 

Refohedy  That  the  nomination  or  appointment  of  captains  or 
commanders  of  continental  veflels  fhall  net  eftablifh  rank,  which  is 
to  be  fettled  by  Congrefs  before  commifiions  are  granted. 

The  Congrefs  having  proceeded  to  the  eleftion  of  captains  for 
the  two  frigates  building  in  Maffachuffett's-Bay  : 

William  Manly,  and 

Ifaac  Cozneau  were  elected. 

Refohed,  That  the  fecret  committee  be  impowered  to  give  or- 
ders for  the  arming  and  manning  abroad  any  of  the  fhips  or  veffels 
employed  in  the  importation  of  cargoes  for  the  continental  ac- 
count ;  the  expen<:es  and  charges  of  fuch  armaments  to  be  paid 
by  the  faid  committee  j    they  receiving   for  the  public  fervice, 
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6n  the  arrival   of  every   vt&ly  all   the  arms,  ammunition    and 
ftores. 

Refolvedi  That  the  fecret  committee  be  impowered  to  import 
cargoes  of  lalt  on  the  continental  account,  in  fuch  fhips  or  velfels 
as  they  employ  to  carry  outward  cargoes,  and  are  oblieed  to  in- 
fure  on  their  return. 

Refolvedt  That  the  committee  of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania  be  re- 
queued to  permit  John  Young,  jun.  and  Johnfton  Smith  to  carry 
to  Virginia  all  fuch  arms  as  they  have  already  purchafed,  or  fliall 
purchafe  in  Pennfylvania,  for  the  ufe  of  the  continental  army  in 
the  faid  colony  of  Virginia,  before  the  hril  day  of  May  next ;  not 
to  exceed  one  thoufand  Hand  in  the  whole. 

Rjfolveiy  That  the  fecret  committee  be  dire6led  to  fupply  Mr. 
Thomas  Learning  with  200  lb.  of  powder,  for  the  militia  of  Cape 
JViay,  he  paying  lor  the  fame. 

Refohed,  That  tne  commanding  officer  at  New-York  be  di- 
retled  to  order  twj  companies  of  colonel  Dayton's  battalion  to 
march  to  Cape  May,  and  there  to  remain  till  farther  orders. 

Refohedi  That  the  petition  of  Dr.  Jackfon  be  referred  to  the 
committee  of  claims. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Thursday,  Jprii  18,   1776. 

A  letter  of  the  15th  from  general  Wafhington.     And, 

A  letter  of  the  7ch  of  November  laft,  from  the  rev.  Samuel 
Langden,  accompanied  with  a  letter  from  general  Putnam,  and 
colonels  Glover,   Bridge,  Fry,  and  Prefcot.     Alfo, 

A  letter  from  James  Warren,  Efq;  pay-mafter  general,  delir- 
ing  leave  to  refign,  were  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read. 

Refolvedy  That  the  faid  letters  be  referred  to  a  committee  of 
three. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Read,  Mr.  Clinton,  and  Mr.  Brax- 
ton. 

A  letter  from  Elizabeth  Seymour,  widow  of  the  late  mailer  of 
the  Cabbot,  was  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read  ; 

Refolved^  That  it  be  referred  to  the  marine  committee. 

Refohed,  That  the  committee  on  Indian  affairs  be  directed .  to 
prepare  and  report  a  draught  of  inftru6lions  to  George  Morgan, 
Efq;  agent  under  the  commiffioners  for  indian  affairs  in  the  mid- 
dle department. 

A  letter  of  the  6th  from  brigadier  general  Lewis,  and  a  letter 
of  the  fame  date  from  major  general  Lee,  being  received  and  read, 
were  referred  to  Mr.  Read,  Mr.  Clinton,  and  Mr.  Braxton. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported  that  there  is  due. 

To  Dr.  Samuel  Treate,  for  medicine,  and  for  attending  the 
troops  at  Burlington,  the  fura  of  273.7  dollars  : 

To 
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To  John  Bull,  Efq;  for  expences  in  conducting  money  to  the 
camp  at  Cambridge,  the  fum  of  [55  dollars  : 

To  Jacob  Ming  for  waggonage,  the  fum  of  107.5  ^o^^^''^  : 

To  Robert  Kennedy,  for  neceffaries  furnifhed  captain  Mor- 
gan's company,  the  fum  of  544  dollars,  of  which  fum  189.2 
being  for  riffles,  fhirts,  &c.  to  be  charged  to  the  faid  company  : 

To  Thaddeus  Burr,  for  money  paid  by  him  for  horfe-hire,  &c. 
the  fum  of  37.2  dollars,  which  ought  to  be  charged  to  Jacob 
Hiltzheimer,  exprefs  mailer: 

To  fundries,  on  certificates  produced  by  Thomas  Johnfon,  Efq; 
for  proviljoiis,  &c.  for  general  Lee's  guard,  the  fum  of  10.7  dol- 
lars, and  for  a  riffle  delivered  to  captain  CrefTap's  company,  to  be 
charged  to  the  laid  company,  the  fum  of  to. 6  dollars  : 

To  Jane  Allen,  for  neceffarles  to  fcveral  companies  of  continen- 
tal troops,  the  fum  of  52.9  dollars,  of  which  fum  40  dollars, 
ougiit  to  be  charged  to  the  firfl  Pennfylvania  battalion,  and  deduc- 
ted from  the  commilfary's  account  : 

To    Dr.  Hall  Jackfon,  for  his  fervlces  as  furgeon,  the  fum  of 
J  30  dollars,  and  that  the  fame  ought  to  be  paid  to  Elbridge  Ger- 
ry,   Eiq: 

To  William  Smith,  for  medicines,  inilruments,  &c.  for  the 
Delaware  battalion,  the  fum  of  2 5 7.4  dollars  : 

To  Timothy  Shallor,  for  expences  in  bringing  prifoners  from. 
Egg-Harbour,  the  fum  of  37.5  dollars. 

Ordered i  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

The  marine  committee  having  recommended  gentlemen  for  cap- 
tains of  the  Hornet  and  Wafp,  Congrefs  proceeded  to  an  eledtion, 
and  the  ballots  being  taken  and  examined  ; 

William  Hallock  was  elected  captain  of  the  Hornet ;  and, 

Alexander  captain  of  the  Wafp. 
The  committee  appointed  to  confider  the  propriety  of  eftablifh- 
ing  a  vt-ar  office,  brought  in  their  report,  which  was  read. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Friday,  April  19,   1776. 

A  letter  of  the  2d  from  governor  Trumbull,  with  a  petition 
from    Noah  Philips,  being  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read: 

Refolvedy  That  they  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  qualifica- 
tions. 

Refolved,  That  a  committee  of  feven  be  appointed  to  examine 
and  afcertain  the  value  of  the  feveral  fpecles  of  gold  and  filver 
coins,  current  in  thefe  colonics,  and  the  proportions  they  ought 
to  bear  to  Spanlfh  milled  dollars  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  Wythe,  Mr.  J.  A- 
dams,  Mr.  Sherman,  Mr.  Hewes,  Mr.  Johnfon,  and  Mr.  Whip- 
ple. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported  that  there  is  due> 

To 


April,     1776.  141 

To  Peter  Brunner,  for  nec^lTaries  furnifhed  to  captain  Nelfon's 
eompany  by  himfelf  and  Abraham  Vaiihorn,  the  i'um  of  25.2  dol- 
lars, which  ought  to  be  charged  to  captain  Nelfon  : 

To  Mary  Miller,  for  proviiions,  &c.  furniflied  to  general  Lee's  ' 
guard,  the  fum  of  16.5  dollars  : 

To  Jacob  Frantz,  for  horfe-hire,  and  carrying  brigadier 
.o-eneral  Woedtke's  baggage  to  New-York,  the  fum  of  47.5  dol- 
Jars. 

Ordered^  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

Refohcd^  That  letters  which  are  directed  to  any  general  in  the 
continental  fervice,  commanding  in  a  feparate  department,  be  car- 
ried free  of  pollage,  by  the  conllitutional  poll. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  inftru6lions  to  George 
Morgan,  Efq;  brought  in  a  draught  which  being  read,  was  a- 
greed  to,  as  follows  : 

To  George   Morgan,  Efq;   J  gent  under  the  Conwiijfioners  for  In- 
dian Affairs  in  the  ?niddle.  depart?nent» 
Sir, 
You  are  required  to  provide  that  the  great  belt  prefented  to  the 
Indians  laft  fall  at  Pittfburgh,  be  forwarded  with  all    convenient 
expedition    to  the  fachems  and  warriors  of   the   weftern    nationvS, 
and  endeavour  to  the  titmoit  of  your  power  to  convince  them  of  the 
good  wifhes  and  good  intentions  of  Congrefs  for  and  towards  them, 
-and  to  cultivate   harmony  and  friendfhip  between   them  and   the 
white   people,  and  to  give  Congrefs  the  moll  early  intelligence  of 
any  interruption   thereof,  or  of  any  diflurbance  which  (hall  arife, 
and  which  you  cannot  quiet. 

Acquaint  the  indians  that  Congrefs  have  formed  the  h^di  plan 
they  could  devife  to  import  foreign  goods  for  their  ufe,  and  have 
neglefhed  no  probable  means  to  procure  them  in  time,  and  if  they 
fhould  not  be  fupplied  fo  foon  as  they  may  be  wanted,  the  misfor- 
tune is  to  be  afcribed  to  the  common  enemies  of  them  and  us,  who 
by  obftru6lin2j  our  trade,  as  well  as  in  numberlefs  other  inilances 
are  daily  injuring  and  dillreffing  both  ;  but  that  we  have  well 
grounded  hopes  offpeedy  relief,  in  expeftation  of  which,  and  of 
greater  advantages  in  profpe6l,  the  prefent  inconveniencies  are 
born  more  patiently. 

All  differences  and  difputes  that  fhall  happen  between  the  In- 
dians and  white  people,  you  will  have  adjufted  and  determined  in 
the  mode  prefcribed  by  a  refolve  of  Congrefs,  of  which  you  have 
a  copy  :  And  you  are  directed  in  a  particular  manner  to  prevent 
as  much  as  you  are  able,  any  impofitions  upon  the  former  by  thofe 
who  deal  with  them.  Treat  all  thofe  people,  with  whom  you 
may  meet,  kindly  and  hofpitably.  Infpire  them  with  fentiments 
of  juftice  and  humanity,  and  difpofe  them  to  introduce  the  arts  of 
civil  and  fecial  life,  and  to  encourage  the  relidence  of  hufbandmen 
and  handicraft  men  among  them.     Advife  Congrefs  from  time  to 
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time  of  a!I  occurrences  that  may  in  your  opinion  dcferve  their  at- 
tention. 

The  committee  to  whom  general  Wafhington's  letter  of  the 
I5tb  inilant,  as  well  as  other  letters  were  referred,  brought  in 
their  report,  which  being  taken  into  confideration  was  agreed  to  ; 
whereupon, 

Refohed,  That  general  "Waihington  may  order  as  many  of  the 
cannon  and  military  ftores,  as  are  not  neceffary  for  the  continental 
fleet,  and  which  were  lately  brought  into  Nevir  London,  by  the 
commander  thereof,  to  any  other  place  he  may  think  proper  ; 
havincr  regard  only  to  the  permiffion  of  Congrefsy  relative  to  the 
defence  of  the  harbour  of  New  London,  a  copy  of  which  ought  to 
be  fent  to  general  "Waihington,  and  alfo  a  lift  of  the  cannon  and 
ilores,  as  tranfmitted  to  Congrefs. 

Refohedy  That  the  refignation  of  James  Warren,  as  pay-mafler 
general  of  the  army  be  accepted  and  entered  accordingly,  and 
that  he  be  informed  there  are  fuperintendants  of  the  treafury  ap- 
pointed, to  whom  he  is  to  render  his  accounts  and  vouchers. 

Refuhed,  That  another  pay  mafter  general  be  appointed  and 
that  the  general  be  informed  thereof. 

As  it  appears  from  the  certificates  of  four  colonels  of  regiments 
at  Cambridge,  that  the  reverend  Dr.  Samuel  Langdon,  did  not 
only  perform  the  duty  of  a  chaplain  to  their  feveral  regiments,  for 
the  fpace  of  lix  months,  for  which  no  other  chaplain  had  been  ap- 
pointed, but  alfo  to  the  army  at  large  ;  Therefore, 

R.efohed,  That  the  faid  Dr.  Langdon,  having  received  no  com- 
pensation for  thofe  fervices,  be  paid  the  fum  of  300  dollars. 

Refohedy  That  three  tons  of  powder  be  immediately  forwarded 
to  Virginia,  for  the  ufe  of  the  army  in  the  fouthern  department. 

Refolvedy  That  general  Wafhington  be  m.ade  acquainted  with 
o-eneral  Lee's  requeft  of  a  company  of  artillery,  and  be  defired  to 
furnilh  him  with  fuch  a  company,  if  it  may  be  done  eonfiftent  with 
the  p-eneral  good  of  the  fervice. 

Refohed,  That  an   immediate  fupply  of  arms,  fnoes,  and  blan- 
kets, be  furnifhed  for  the  troops  in  Virginia,  and  that  proper  per-  . 
fons  be  appointed  to  procure  them,  fubjed  to   the  orders  of  Con- 
grefs already  entered  into. 

Refohed,  That  Mr.  Ephraim  Blaine  be  appointed  to  purchafe 
a  quantity  of  blankets  not  exceeding  5000,  and  alfo  that  he  be 
directed  to  purchafe  5000  pair  of  fhoes  to  be  fent  to  Virginia,  to 
the  commanding  officer  at  Williamfburgh. 

Refolvcd,  That  Monday  next  be  affigned  for  the  eleaion  of  a 
pay -mafter  general. 

Refihedy  That  Mr.  Thom.as  Lowry  commiflary,  be  dire6led 
to  purchafe  and  forward  to  general  Schuyler,  with  all  convenient 
difpatch,  2000  barrels  of  pork  for  the  ufe  of  the  army  in  Canada, 
and  that  he  be  fupplied  with  a  fum  not  exceeding  20,000  dollars 
for  that  purpofe,  he  to  be  accountable.  Rejolved, 
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Refohe^i  That  the  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  Mr. 
Price  be  dfre-fted  to  bring  in  a  refolution  to  enable  MefTrs.  Price 
and  Haywood,  to  draw  for  the  ballance  of  the  money  ordered  to 
be  paid  them  by  the  refolutions  of  the  3d  and  i6th  of  this  month. 

Refolvedy  That  Meffrs.  Du  Monteffon,  Hervieux,  La  Marque, 
Du  MafTaux,  Shemit,  GiafTon,  and  Gamelin,  Canadian  prifoners 
at  Britlol  be  permitted  to  come  to  Philadelphia  in  order  to  pur- 
chafe  cloaths,  and  other  neceflaries,  and  to  remain  there  ten  days 
and  then  return  to  Briftol. 

The  committee,  to  whom  were  referred  the  letter  from  sfcneral 
Wafhington  of  the  4th,  and  the  letter  from  general  Schuyler,  of 
the  2d  of  this  month,  brought  in  their  report. 

The  committee  on  prifoners  having  colle^ed  from  the  journals 
the  feveral  refolutions  refpefling  prifoners,  and  having  made  fome 
amendments  therein,  fubmitted  the  fame  to  Congrefs. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

Monday,  April  22,  1776. 

Sundry  letters  received  fince  the  adjournment,  were  laid  before 
Congrefs  and  read,  viz. 

One  from  the  committee  of  fafety  of  Maryland,  dated  the  i8th. 

One  from  Dr.  Boyd  of  tlie  19th. 

One  from  the  committee  of  infpedlion  of  Lancafter  of  the  i  ith. 

One  from  the  Canada  commiffioners,  dated  Saratoga,  the  13th. 

One  from  general  Wafiiington  of  the  19th. 

One  from  general  Schuyler  of  the  12th,  enclofing  fundry  let- 
ters and  papers  from  Canada.     And, 

One  from  the  committee  of  infpe6lion  of  Weft  Augufta,  with 
fundry  papers  enclofed. 

Refohedf  That  the  four  lail  with  the  papers  enclofed,  be  refer- 
red to  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  Mr.  J.  Adams,  Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  Braxton, 
and  Mr.  Johnfon. 

Refohed,  That  the  confideratlon  of  the  letter  from  the  commit- 
tee of  fafety  of  Maryland,  be  poftponed  till  to-morrow. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  refolve  refpefting  MefTrs. 
Price  and  Haywood,  brought  in  the  fame  ;  whereupon, 

Refohed,  That  Melfrs.  Price  and  Haywood  be  impowered  to 
draw  bills  of  exchange  on  the  prefident  of  Gongrefs  for  the  fum  of 
48,358.6  dollars,  payable  the  5th  of  July  next,  in  fpecie ;  it 
being  the  ballanceof  a  fum  fpeciiied  in  a  refolve  of  the  3d  of  April 
inftant,  after  deducting  16,000  dollars,  for  which  they  received 
an  order  on  the  treafurers  the  12th.  And  they  are  farther  im- 
powered to  draw  bills  as  aforefaid,  for  looo  dollars,  ordered  to  be 
paid  them  by  a  refolve  of  the  6th  inftant. 

Refohed^  That  the  commifiioners  gone  to  Canada  be  defired  and 
impowered  to  fettle  the  accounts  of  MefTrs.  Price  and  Haywood  to 
the  5  th  of  February  laft,  or-to  employ  proper  perfons  to  examine 

thu 
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the  fame  and  compare  the  vouchers  with  the  feveral  articles  of  hid 
accounts,  and  return  a  certificate  to  Congrefs  of  the  ballance  juilly 
due  to  Mellrs.  Price  and  tlaywood  from  the  United  Colonies  to 
that  date,  with  the  vouchers  for  expenditures  and  fupplies  by  or- 
ders of  general  Montgomery  and  general  Woofter. 

Re/b/ved,  That  the  faid  commiilioners  be  requefted  to  return  to 
Congrefs  a  lilt  of  fuch  perfons  as  are  accountable  to  the  United 
Colonies  for  any  part  of  the  articles  or  expenditures  comprifed  in 
MeiTrs.  Price  and  Haywood's  accounts,  with  the  refpeftive  fum 
fuch  perfon  is  chargeable  with,  and  deliver  copies  thereof  to  the 
commanding  officers,  that  the  proper  deduftions  may  be  made 
from  the  pay  of  the  officers  and  men, 

Refolv&d^  That  an  order  for  looo  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  trea- 
furers  in  favour  of  Mr.  Samuel  Fairlamb,  for  the  ufe  of  colonel 
Wayne*s  battalion,  he  to  be  accountable. 

The  committee  on  qualifications  having  recommended  Mr.  Jacob 
Weaver,  to  an  enfigncy  which  is  vacant  in  the  third  Pennfylvania 
battalion  : 

Refolv£di  That  he  be  appointed,  and  that  a  commiffion  be  ac- 
cordingly granted  to  him. 

The  feveral  matters  referred  to  this  day  being  poftponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Tuesday,  Jpril  2^^   i??^- 

A  letter  of  the  12th  from  major  general  Ward  being  received 
and  read,  repeating  his  defire  for  leave  to  refign  : 

Refolved,  That  the  refignation  of  major  general  Ward,  and  of 
trigadier  general  Fry  be  accepted,  and  that  the  prefident  inform 
them  thereof  by  letter. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported  that  there  is  due, 

To  Robert  Erwin,  for  waggonage,  the  fum  of  873.8  dollars  : 

To  John  Dunn,  the  ballance  in  full  due  to  colonel  Heard's  bat- 
talion, for  their  pay,  fubfiftance,  &c  on  the  expedition  to  Long 
liland,  the  fum  of  2453.7  dollars. 

Ordered^  That  the  fame  be  paid. 

The  marine  committee  having  agreeable  to  the  orders  of  Con- 
grefs recommended  gentlemen  to  be  agents  for  prizes  in  the  feve- 
ral colonies., 

Refolved,  That  captain  John  Bradford  be  appointed  for  the  co- 
lony of  Maflachufett's  Bay,  Daniel  Tillinghaft  for  Rhode  Ifland, 
Nathaniel  Shaw,  jun.  for  Connecticut,  Jacobus  Vanzantz  for 
New  York,  John  Nixon,  and  John  Maxwell  Ncfl^it  for  Pennfylva- 
nia, William  Lux  for  Maryland,  John  Tazewell  for  Virginia, 
Cornelius  Harnet  for  Wilmington,  Richard  Ellis  for  Newbern, 
and  Robert  Smith  for  Edentown  in  North-Carolina,  with  "power 
to  each  to  appoint  one  or  more  deputies,  if  necefiary* 

The 
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The  eomnw'ttee  to  whom  the  letters  from  gen.  Wajfhington,  gen. 
Schuyler,  and  the  letters  from  Canada  and  Pittlburgh  were  referr- 
ed, brought  in. their  report,  which  was  takeo  into  confideration 
w^hereupon, 

Refolved^  That  the  prefident  fignify  to  colonel  Hazen  the  appro- 
bation of  Congrefs  for  his  letter,  and  attention  to  the  public  good. 

Rejolved^  That  300,000  dollars  be  immediately  fent  to  gen. 
Schuyler,  for  fupplylhg  and  paying  the  army  in  Canada. 

Refohed,  That  the  commiffioners  of  Congrefs  in  Canada,  be  de- 
lired  to  publifli  an  addrefs  to  the  people  of  Canada,  iignifying,  that 
Congrefs  has  been  informed  of  injuries  offered  by  our  people  to 
fome  of  them  :  exprelling  our  refentment  at  foch  mifconduft,  a- 
ffuring  them  of  our  attachment  to  their  fecurity ;  inviting  thenl  to 
fiate  their  grievances  to  our  commiffioners,  and  promifling;  ample 
redrefs  to  them,  and  examplary  punifhment  to  the  offenders. 

Refolvedy  That  inflruftions  be  fent  to  the  commifKoners  to  caufe 
juflice  to  be  done  to  the  Canadians,  agreeable  to  the  tenor  of  the 
above  refolve. 

'Refohedy  That  the  commanding  ofScer  in  Canada,  be  dire61:ed 
to  be  very  attentive  to  military  difcipline,  and  inflict  examplary 
punifhment  on  all  thofe  who  violate  the  military  regulations  ellablifh- 
cd  by  Congrefs. 

Refolvedf  That  gen.  Wafhington,  be  directed  to  fend  fix  bat- 
talions into  Canada  from  the  army  at  New- York. 

Refohed,  That  a  letter  be  written  by  the  prefident  to  gen.  Wafh- 
ington, requefling  his  opinion  whether  any  farther  additional 
troops  are  neceffary  to  be  fent  for  the  redu6tion  of  Quebec,  and  for 
the  fecurity  of  Canada,  and  if  he  fhall  think  more  troops  neceffary, 
whether  they  can  with  fafety  be  fpared  from  the  army  now  in  New 
York. 

Refolved,  That  if  any  of  the  troops  from  Yew-Jerfey  or  Penfifyl- 
vania,  which  were  raifed  at  five  dollars  a  month,  be  fent  to  Cana- 
da, they  fhall  be  allowed  at  the  rate  of  fix  dollars  and  two  thirds 
of  a  dollar  a  month,  from  the  time  they  begin  their  march. 

Refolvedi  That  the  farther  confideration  of  the  report  be  pofl- 
poned  till  to-rtiorrow. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poflponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to  morrow. 

■    Wednesday,  Jpril  2^.   1776. 

A  memorial  from  the  committee  of  infpeftion  and  obfervation  of 
the  city  and  liberties  of  Philadelphia  was  prefented  to  Congrefs 
and  read. 

Refolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Hewes,  Mr.  Duane,  and  Mr. Alex- 
ander.. 

Mr.  R.  Morris  reported  that  in  purfuance  of  the  order  of  Con- 
VoL.  II.  T  ercf^. 
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grefs,  he  has  purchafed  and  delivered  to  Mr.  James  Price  bills  of 
exchange  to  the  amount  of  three  thoufand  pounds  fterling,  for 
which  he  produced  Mr.  Price's  receipt. 

Refolvedy  That  an  order  for  14,800  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  trea- 
furers  in  favour  of  Mr.  R.  Morris  in  full  for  the  above  bills  of  ex- 
change. 

Refolvedi  That  the  committees  appointed  to  confer  with  Mr. 
Price,  be  direfted  to  drawupinftrudlions  to  him,  for  his  govern- 
ment in  difpofing  and  laying  out  the  mony  put  into  his  hands. 

Refolvedf  That  Mr. Trumbull  the  commiffary  general  be  dire6l- 
ed  to  provide  and  forward  to  gen.  Schuyler,  two  thoufand  barrels 
of  pork,  with  all  pofiible  difpatch,  for  the  ufe  of  the  continental 
army  in  Canada,  and  that  the  faid  commiffary  be  fupplied  with  a 
fum  not  exceeding  20,000  dollars  for  that  purpofe,  he  to  be  ac- 
countable for  the  fame. 

Rsfolved^  That  Mr.  Alfop,  Mr.  Sherman,  and  Mr.  Lewis  be 
requelled  to  purchafe  and  forward  with  all  convenient  difpatch,  to 
gen.  Schuyler  for  the  ufe  of  the  continental  army  in  Canada, 
J 0.000  pair  of  fhoes,  10,000  pair  of  ftockings  ;  and  that  .15,000 
dollars  be  advanced  to  them  for  thofe  purpofes,  they  to  be  ac- 
countable. 

Refolvedi  That  a  letter  be  written  to  gen.  Schuyler  to  inform  him 
of  the  ten  additional  battalions  lately  ordered  for  Canada,  and  of 
the  4000  barrels  ofpork,and  the  10,000  pair  of  fhoes,  and  1O5COO 
pair  of  {lockings,  ordered  by  Congrefs  to  be  fent  to  him;  and  to 
defire  him  to  purfue  the  befl  means  for  furnifhing  fuch  other  nece- 
ffary  articles  of  cloathing  and  food  as  may  be  wanting  for  the  con- 
tinental army  in  Canada,  having  regard  to  fuch  of  thefe  as  Mr. 
Price  the  commiffary  in  that  province  can  fupply  there :  Alfo  that 
general  Schuyler  be  defired  to  inform  the  prefident  what  quantity 
of  gun  powder  he  has  received  for  Canada  fmce  the  firfl  of  January 
laft,  and  that  he  continue,  as  hitherto,  to  give  the  earliefl  notice 
to  Congrefs  of  the  occafion  for  further  fupplies  of  this  and  other 
neceffaries  that  may  be  wanting,  and  not  in  his  povsrer  to  procure. 

Refolved^  That  the  fecret  committee  be  direfted  to  forw^ard  from 
Mr.  Wifner'sand  Mr.  Livingfton's  powder  mills,  five  tons  of  pow- 
der to  gen.  Schuyler,  to  be  by  him  forw^arded  to  Canada. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported  that  there  is  due, 

To  John  Gibfon,  agent  appointed  by  the  commilTioners  for  In- 
dian affairs,  for  fundry  fervices  in  the  middle  department  by  order 
of  the  commlfTioners,  the  fum  of  377.9  dollars  : 

To  John  Davis,  for  waggonage  for  the  6th  Pennfylvania  batta- 
lion, the  fum  of  60  dollars: 

To  Furman  and  Hunt,  for  provifions,  &c.  for  the  prifoners  at 
Trenton,  the  fum  of  183.8  dollars  : 

To  Duncan  M'Donald,  the  fum  of  15.8  dollars,  ofwhTch  fum 
,s 3.6  dollars  ought  to  be  charged  to  captain  Hendrick's  company, 

and 
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and  2.2  dollars  to  capt.iin  Cluggage's  company,  for  goods  furnifh- 
ed  to  the  faid  companies;  and  that  the  fame  ought  to  be  paid  to  E- 
phraim  Blaine,  Eiq : 

To  JMargaret  Smith,  for  nurfing  two  men  in  the  fm all  pox,  be- 
longing to  captain  Benezet's  company,  the  fum  of  24  dollars. 

Ordered^  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

The  convention  of  South-Carolina  having  appointed  delegates 
to  reprefent  that  colony  in  Congrefs,  the  credentials  of  their  ap- 
pointment were prefented  to  Congrefs  and  read,  as  follows: 

"    In  Congrefs^  GharlefionjJTiy  South-Carolina ^  Feb.  i6.  J 7 76. 

Rejoived^  That  Thomas  Lynch,  John  Rutledge,  Edward  Rut- 
ledge,  Arthur  Middleton,  and  Thomas  Heyward,  jun.  Efqrs.  be, 
and  they  are  hereby  appointed  and  fully  authorifed  to  reprefent  this 
colony  in  the  continental  Congrefs,  for  one  year  next  enfuing. 

March  23.  1776. 

Refilved,  That  the  delegates  of  this  colony  in  continental  Con- 
grefs, or  a  majority  of  fuch  of  them  as  (hall  at  any  time  be  prefent 
in  the  faid  Co  igrefs,  or  any  one  of  the  faid  delegates,  if  no  more 
than  one  ihall  be  prefent,  be,  and  they  and  he  are,  and  is  hereby 
authorifed  and  empowered,  for  and  in  behalf  of  this  colony,  to  con- 
cert, agree  to,  and  execute  every  meafure,  which  they  or  he,  to- 
gether  with  a  majority  of  the  continental  Congrefs,  fhall  judge  ne- 
ceflary  for  the  defence^  fecurity,  intereft,  and  welfare  of  this  colo« 
ny  in  particular,  and  of  America  in  general. 

Refolvedf  That  another  delegate  be  forthwith  chofen  by  ballot 
by  this  Congrefs,  to  reprefent  this  colony  in  the  continental  Con- 
grefs, in  addition  to,  and  with  as  full  powers  in  all  refpefts  as  the 
delegates  already  chofen  have,  and  are  invefted  with.  The  Con- 
grefs then  proceeded  to  ballot  for  faid  delegate,  and  Thomas 
Eynch,jun   Efq.  appearing  to  be,  and  being  declared  duly  chofen, 

Refolved,  That  Thomas  Lynch,  jun.  Efq.  be,  and  he  is  hereby 
appointed  a  fiixth  delegate  from  this  colony,  to  reprefent  the  fame 
in  the  continental  Congrefs, 

A  true  copy, 

Peter  Timothy,  Sec.^^ 

The  Congrefs  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  to 
take  into  confideration  general  Wafhington's  letter  of  the  27th  of 
March,  and  after  fome  time  fpent  thereon,  the  prefident  refumed 
the  chair,  and  Mr.  Harrifon  reported,  that  the  committee  have  had 
under  confideration  the  letter  referred  to  them,  but  not  having  come 
to  any  determination  thereon,  defired  him  to  move  for  leave  to  fit 
aoain. 

o 

Refolved^  That  Congrefs  will  to-morrow  refolve  itfelf  into  a  com- 
mittee of  the  whole,  to  take  into  their  farther  confideration  the  let- 
ter from  general  Wafhington  of  the  27th  of  March,  and  the  peti- 
tion inclofed  therein. 

The  other  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed. 

Adjourned 
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Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

THURSDAt,    Jpril  2^.     1776. 

Two  letters  from  general  Wafhington  of  the  22d  and  23d  wertf 
laid  before  Congrefs  and  read  ; 

Refolved,  That  they  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  Mr.  J.  Adams,  and  Mr, 
Hewes. 

Refohed,  That  an  order  for  2000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  trea- 
furers  in  favour  of  Ephraim  Blaine,  Efq.  for  the  purpofe  of  pur- 
chahng  fhoes  and  blankets  for  the  continental  troops  in  Virginia ; 
he  to  be  accountable. 

The  committee  on  qualifications  having  recommended  Thomas 
Holland  to  be  a  fecond  lieutenant  in  the  Delaware  battalion,  in 
the  room  of  James  M'Donnough,  deceafed,  and  John  Corfe,  En- 
fign,  in  the  room  of  Thomas  Holland: 

Refo/vedy  That  commiffions  be  granted  to  them  accordingly. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  petition  of  Noah  Phelps  was  refer- 
red, brought  in  their  report,  which  was  agreed  to  ;     whereupon, 

Refohed,  That  the  committee  of  infpe(3:ion  of  the  city  of  Al- 
bany be  requefted  to  adjuft  Mr.  Noah  Phelps's  account  of  fervices 
performed  at  Ticonderoga  ;  and  that  Mr.  Noah  Phelps  be  allowed 
and  paid  for  his  further  fervices,  including  thofe  of  contradlor 
from  the  time  of  his  joining  general  Montgomery,  at  the  rate  of 
one  dollar  for  each  day,  until  he  quitted  the  fervice,  and  an  equi- 
valent to  a  captain's  rations  during  the  faid  time,  provided  he  has 
not  already  had  them  ;  the  btter  account  to  be  fettled  by  general 
Schuyler,  who  is;  requefted  to  pay  to  the  faid  Noah  Phelps,  what 
may  appear  to  be  due  to  him  for  the  whole  of  his  fervices  aforefaido 

The  committee  to  whom  the  letter  from  lord  Stirling  of  the 
1 0th  of  March  laft,  with  the  papers  therein  inclofed,  was  referred, 
brought  in  their  report,  which  was  read  : 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

On  application  from  the  committee  of  lower  Pennfneck  "in  the 
county  of  Salem  in  NeW-Jerfey, 

Refohed,  That  the  fecret  committee  be  dlre£led  to  fell  to  the 
faid  committee,  75  lb.  of  gun-powder. 

Refohed,  That  a  copy  of  the  intercepted  letter  from  John  But- 
ler at  Niagara,  dated  the  29th  of  February,  be  fent  to  general 
Schuyler. 

Refohed,  That  a  copy  of  the  report  of  the  committee  appointed 
to  inquire  into  the  truth  and  foundation  of  the  ftory,  "  That  the 
Indians  have  been  invited  by  g^overnor  Penn  to  come  to  Philadel- 
phia," be  fent  to  general  Schuyler;  and  that  general  Schuyler  be 
direftcd  to  caufe  the  perfon  to  be  arrefced,  who  pretended  to  have 
carried  fuch  invitation  to  the  Indians. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported  that  there  Is  due. 

For 
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Por  the  expences  of  general  Lee's  guard,  the  fum  of  10.8  dol- 
lars   and  that  the  fame  ought  to  be  paid  to  Timothy  Matlock. 

On  a  draught  drawn  by  Ephraim  Blaine,  Eiq.  on  the  comraif- 
fioners  for  indian  affairs  in  the  middle  department,  in  favour  of  Sa- 
muel Semple,  the  fum  of  77  dollars,  for  expences  of  the  faid  com- 
mifiioners,  and  that  the  faid  fum  ought  to  be  paid  to  Robert  Mil- 
ler, Efq    of  the  county  of  Cumberland. 

For  the  fubfiftance  of  A.  Hill  Brice,  captain  of  the  7th  reganent 
of  foot,  of  royal  fufileers,  the  fum  of  39.5  dollars,  sncl  tr.at  i-ie 
fame  ought  to  be  paid  to  Thomas  M'lCean,  Efq^  and  coi^'-^cl  to 
the  faid  captain. 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day,  Congrefs  refolved  itfelf  iito 
a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  their  farther  con(ider:n  on 
the  letter  from  general  Wafhington  of  the  27th  Marcii  ;nd 

the  papers  therein  inclofed,  and  after  fome  time  the  pre  re- 

fumed  the  chair, and  Mr.  Harrifon  reported  that  the  comm.i.;.  f-  md. 
come  to  a  refolution,  on  the  matters  referred  to  them,  which  he   , 
read  and  delivered  in. 

The  report  being  again  read, 

Refolved,  That  the  confidcration  thereof  be  poftponed. 

Informatioa  being  given  to  Congrefs  that  Allan  Cameron,  who 
IB  confined  in  goal,  is  in  fuch  a  ftate  of  health  as  to  require  the  at- 
tendance of  a  phyfician,  and  that  he  is  defirous  of  the  affiftance  of 
Dr.  Cadwallader. 

Refolved,  That  Dr.  Cadwallader  have  leave  to  attend  him. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Friday,  April 26,  !']'](). 

Refolved,  That  the  fecret  committee  be  direfhed  to  fettle  and  pay- 
to  the  colony  of  Connedlicut  the  powder  lent  by  the  faid  colony  to 
general  Wafhington,  for  the  ufe  of  the  continent,  and  to  adl  as  they 
{hall  judge  beft  for  the  public  fervice,  and  the  benefit  of  Connecti- 
cut, in  exchanging  the  powder  which  the  faid  colony  has  in  Phila- 
delphia, for  powder  in  the  eaftern  ports  belonging  to  the  continent. 

Refolved,  That  50,000  dollars  be  fent  to  the  committee  of  fafc^ty 
of  Virginia,  and  that  the  prefident  write  to  the  faid  committee,  and 
requefl  them  to  ufe  their  utmoft  endeavours  to  have  it  exchanged 
for  fpecie,  and  remit  the  fame  to  the  continental  treafurers ;  and 
in  cafe  they  can  procure  moi"e  fpecie,  ,that  they  fend  it,  and  draw 
for  the  amount  on  the  pay-mafter  in  Virginia,  who  is  ordered  to 
pay  fuch  draughts. 

Refolved,  That  the  fum  of  250,000  dollars  be  fent  to  the  pay- 
mafter  in  Virginia,  for  the  ufe  of  the  continental  troops,  he  to  be 
accountable. 

A  letter  from  Dr.  Cadwallader  was  laid  before   Congrefs  and 

read. 
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read,  giving  an  account  of  A.  Cameron's  ftate  of  health ;    where- 
upon, 

Refolvedy  That  the  faid  A.  Cameron  be  allowed  the  benefit  of 
air  in  his  room,  and  of  walking  an  hour  every  morning  in  the  yard, 
in  company  or  prefence  of  the  jailor,  and  that  his  uncle  Dr. 
M'Clean  from  New- York,  who  is  nowrin  town,  be  allowed  to  con- 
verfe  with  him  in  prefence  of  the  jailor. 

Edmund  Randolph,  who  was  appointed  deputy  mufter-mafler 
general  of  the  fouthern  department,  having  been  chofen  by  the  ci- 
tizens of  Willlamfburgh  to  reprefent  them  in  convention,  and  an 
ordinance  having  been  paffed,  excluding  all  perfons  holding  any 
military  poft  of  profit  from  a  feat  therein,  begged  leave  to  refign  his 
office. 

Refohedi  That  the  refignation  of  Mr.  Randolph  be  accepted. 

Refohedf  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  take  into  con- 
fideration  the  ftate  of  the  eaftern  department,  and  report  thereon. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Rutledge,  Mr.  Johnfon,  Mr.  Wythe, 
Mr.  Harrifon,  and  Mr.  Duane. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported  that  there  Is  due. 

To  Dr.  Robert  Johnfon,  for  attendance  on  the  6th  battalion, 
and  for  medicines,  the  fum  of  53.1  dollars. 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  account  be  paid. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  letters  from  general  Wafiilngton 
of  the  22  and  23d  Inllant  were  referred,  brought  in  their -report, 
which  was  taken  into  confideration,  whereupon, 

Refohed,  That  the  pay  of  the  aids  de  camp  of  the  commander 
in  chief  be  ralfed  to  forty  dollars  a  month. 

Refolvedy  That  none  of  the  troops  already  ralfed,  be,  for  the 
prefent,  difoanded  for  want  of  arms  ;  and  that  the  general  apply  to 
the  convention  and  committee  of  fafety  of  New-York  for  fuch 
arms,  as  may  have  been  colledled  under  the  refolve  of  Congrefs 
for  difarming  non-affoclators  and  difaffe£led  perfons,  or  any  other 
arms  they  can  fupply,  and  that  they  be  delivered  to  the  New- 
York  troops. 

Refohed,  That  Mr.  Baldwin  the  affillant  engineer  ordered  to 
Canada,  be  allowed,  In  confideration  of  his  merit,  the  pay  and 
rank  of  lieutenant  colonel  on  the  continental  eftablifhment. 

Refolvedy  That  the  refpe(5i;ive  governments,  from  whence  mllltia 
have  come  for  the  defence  of  the  city  of  New- York,  be  defired 
fpeedily  to  tranfmit  to  Congrefs  authenticated  mufter-rolls  and  ac- 
counts of  monies  due  to  fuch  refpe6tive  militias,  in  order  to  their 
being  Immediately  fettled  and  difcharged. 

Refolvedy  That  Congrefs  approve  the  afiiftance  given  by  the  ge- 
neral to  commodore  Hopkins. 

Refohedy  That  the  farther  confideration  of  the  report  be  pofl- 
ponedtlll  to-morrow. 

Congrefs 
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Congrefs  then  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the   com 
mittee,  on  the  petition  of  colonel  James  Eafton  ;  whereupon, 

Refohed,  That  the  claims  of  the  perfons  concerned  in  the  fur- 
prize  and  reduction  of  the  fortrefs  of  Ticonderoga,  having  already- 
been  fubmitted  by  Congrefs  to  the  committee  of  Albany,  the  pe- 
titioner be  referred  to  the  faid  committee  of  Albany  for  a  fettle- 
ment  of  his  demand  on  that  account. 

As  from  the  teftimonials  produced  by  the  petitioner  it  appears 
' — that  he  and  his  battalion  behaved  with  great  diligence,  a6:ivity, 
and  fpirit  in  the  fuccefsful  enterprize  againil  general  Prefect,  and 
the  veffels  and  troops  under  his  command  in  the  river  Sorell,  in 
which  important  fervlce  they  were  joined  by  colonel  Bedel  and  a 
part  of  his  regiment — that  to  encourage  the  party  employed  in 
that  important  fervice,  the  late  general  Montgomery  promifed 
them  all  the  public  {lores  which  fhould  be  taken  in  the  veffels  un- 
der general  Prefect's  command,  excepting  ammunition  and  provi- 
fions ;  and  as  the  petitioner  alledges  that  no  part  of  thofe  ilores 
was  delivered,  nor  any  compofition  made  to  the  troops  concerned  in 
the  acquilition  ;  therefore, 

Refolvedy  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  general  commanding 
in  Canada,  to  appoint  comraiffioners  to  eftimate  all  the  public 
ilores  taken  with  general  Prefect,  (excepting  ammunition  and  pro- 
vifions)  and  pay  the  value  thereof  among  the  oiEcers  and  men  em- 
ployed in  that  fervice,  in  fuch  proportions  as  the  commiflionerb 
ihall  determine. 

As  the  petitioner's  account  of  monies  received,  and  difburfe- 
ments  made  by  him  for  the  ufe  of  his  regiment,  on  which  he  claims 
a  ballance,  can,  for  want  of  proper  vouchers  and  information  here, 
only  be  adjufted  in  Canada,  where  the  buiinefs  was  tranfa6lcd  ; 

Refohedi  That  the  fame  be  referred  for  fettlement  in  fiich  mode 
as  the  commiffioners  from  Congrefs  in  that  province  fhaii  direft. 
But  as  the  petitioner  is  in  want  of  money, 

Refolvedy  That  200  dollars  be  advanced  to  him  in  part  of  his 
demand  againil  the  United  Colonies. 

With  regard  to  the  petitioners  requell  that  a  court  of  inquiry 
may  be  called  refpedling  the  charge  agalnft  him  and  major  Brown 
for  plundering  the  effefts  of  the  prifoners.  As  brigadier  general 
Arnold  in  his  letter  of  the  ift  of  February  lafl:  alledges,  that  the 
petitioner  and  major  Brown  had  been  publicly  accufed  of  plun- 
dering the  officers  baggage  taken  at  Sorrell,  contrary  to  the 
articles  of  capitulation,  and  to  the  great  fcandal  of  the  Ame- 
rican arms  ;  for  which  reafon  he  declared  it  to  be  his  opinion, 
that  it  would  give  great  difgufl  to  the  army  in  general,  if  cither 
of  them  fhould  be  promoted  until  thefe  matters  were  cleared 
up;  and  as  the  petitioner  afferts  his  innocence,  declaring  that  he 
neither  plundered,  nor  direfted  nor  was  privy  to  the  plundering 
.<jf  any  prifoner  or  other  perfon  whatever.    Confidering,  therefore, 

on 
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on  one  hand,  the  aggravated  nature  of  this  charge,  which  is  an  im- 
pediment to  the  petitioner's  promotion,  and  on  the  other,  the  great 
conlidence  repoTed  in  him  by  general  Montgomery,  and  the  effen- 
tial  fervice  which  the  petitioner  has  rendered  to  his  country; 

Refohed,  That  the  commiffioners  from  Congrefs  in  Canada  be 
inftrufted  to'caufe  inquiry  to  be  made  by  a  court-martial,  or  other- 
wife,  into  the  charge  againfl:  the  petitioner,  giving  him  an  oppor- 
tunity of  making  his  defence;  and  that  the  proceedings  thereon  be 
tranfmitted  to  Congrefs,  in  order  that  juftice  may  be  done  to  the 
petitioner,  if  he  has  been  accufed  without  fuiSicient  reafon. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Saturday,  ^/r/'/ay,   1776. 

Uefolved,  That  an  order  for  350  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  trea- 
furers  in  favour  of  Mr.  Edy  ;  of  which  250  for  himfelf,  and  lOO 
for  Ifaiah  Beaudreau,  for  fervices  done. 

Sundry  letters  and  papers  from  North-Carolina  were  laid  before 
Congrefs  and  read,  viz. 

An  affidavit  refpefting  the  capture  ofW.  Ginn's  brig. 

A  letter  from  Samuel  Johnfon,  prefident  of  the  convention,  dat- 
ed the  loth  inftant,  inclofing  fundry  refolves  of  the  faid  conventi- 
on, and  an  extrad  of  a  letter  from  brigadier  general  Moore. 
■     Refohed,  That  the  affidavit  .be  jdelivered  to  the  fecret  committee. 

That  the  other  papers  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Duane^  Mr.  Sherman,  and  Mr.  Alex- 
ander. 

Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  eleftion  of  a  pay-mafter  general,  in 
the  room  of  Mr.  Warren,  whofe  refignation  was  accepted,  and  the 
ballots  being  taken  and  examined, 

William  Palfrey,  Efq.  was  ele6led. 
-     Congrefs  alfo  proceeded  to  the  eleftlon  of  a  deputy  commiflary 
generaf,  for  fupplying  the  troops  in  Virginia  with  rations,  and  the 
ballots  being  taken  and  examined, 

William  Aylet,  Efq.  was  eleded. 

Refolvtd,  That  Mr.  Rodney  and  Mr.  Read  be  added  to  the  com- 
mittee appointed  to  fupply  the  troops  in  Philadelphia,  and  the  bat- 
talion in  the  Lower  Counties  on  Delaware. 

A  memorial  from  the  committee  of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania  wa* 
prtfented  to  Congrefs  and  read. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

Monday,  ^/r/V  29,  1776. 
Sundry  letters  and  papers  being  received,  were  laid  before  Con- 

crefs  and  read,  viz. 
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A  letter  of  the  25tli  from  general  Wafhington  inclofing  a  return 
of  the  army  at  New  York. 

A  letter  from  major  Wrixon,  declining  to  accept  of  the  com* 
miiiion  of  chief  engineer. 

A  letter  from  the  council  of  fafety  of  Maryland,  with  the  examina- 
tion of  Alexander  Rofs,  and  fundry  papers  found  in  his  polTeffion, 

Rejolvcdy  That  the  letter  from  general  Wafhington,  and  the  let- 
ter from  the  council  of  fafety  of  Maryland,  with  Mr.  Rofs's  papers, 
be  referred  to  a  committee  of  Rve: 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Harrifon,  Mr.  Rutledge,  Mr.  Gold- 
borough,  Mr.  Paine,  and  Mr.  Rodney. 

Alfo,  a  letter  of  the  19th  from  general  Lee,  and  one  from  Tho- 
mas Bullet;  and  a  petition  from  Dr.  J.  Potts  were  read,  and  refer- 
red to  the  faid  committee. 

Refbivtdy  That  letters  be  written  by  the  preiident  to  general 
Schuyler  and  the  committee  of  fafety  of  New-York,  deliringthem 
to  inform  this  Congrefs  whether  the  continental  commiffions  fent 
to  them  for  the  officers  of  the  troops  raifcdby  Connecticut  the  laft 
campaign,  were  delivered,  or  offered  to  them,  or  to  any,  and  which 
of  them,  and  whether  any,  and  which  of  them  refufed,  or  accept- 
ed the  fame  ;  and  particularly  whether  commiffions  were  offered 
to  colonel  Waterbury  and  colonel  Eafton,  and  whether  they  re- 
fufed accepting  them. 

Refolvedi  That  captain  Peter  Adams  from  Maryland,  under 
whofe  cuitody  Alexander  Rofs  was  brought  to  Philadelphia  be  dif- 
miffed,  and  that  the  faid  Alexander  Rofs  be  committed  to  the  care 
of  the  officer  commanding  the  continental  troops  in  Pennfylvania. 

Refohedi  That  a  Handing  committee  be  appointed  for  indian 
affairs  ;  that  it  confifc  of  five  :  that  the  ele£lion  of  the  members 
be  poflponed  till  to-morrow. 

Rcfoked^  That  the  Congrefs  relying  on  the  integrity  and  honour 
of  captain  A.  M'Gee,  order  that  he  be  permitted  to  go  at  large 
on  giving  his  parole  to  the  committee  of  Weil-Augufla,  not  to  en- 
gage or  be  concerned  in  anymeafure  injurious  to  thefe  colonies,  by 
Simulating  the  indian  nations  to  make  war  agalnft  them,  or  other- 
wife. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported  that  there  is  due. 

To  Benjamin  Marfhall,  for  tin  cartouch  boxes,  the  fum  of  465 
dollars: 

To  Ephraim  Blaine,  Efq.  for  fubfiftance,  waggonage,  and  fer- 
riages of  the  6tb  Pennfylvania  battalion,  the  fum  of  2736  dollars. 

Ordered^  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  report  of  the  commit- 
tee on  general  Wafhington's  letter  of  the  T9th,  &c.  ;    whereupon, 

Refolved,  That  the  papers  from  fort  Pitt  be  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee appointed  to  confider  the  ftate  of  indian  affairs  in  the  middle 
department. 

Vol.  IL  U  Refoked, 
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Refolved^  That  no  traders  ought  to  go  Into  the  Indian  country' 
without  licence  from  the  agent  in  the  department:  and  that  care 
be  taken  by  him  to  prevent  exorbitant  prices  for  goods  being  ex- 
adled  from  the  indlans. 

Rejolved,  That  a  ton  of  powder  be  fent  to  Mr.  G.  Morgan,  to 
be  diftrlbuted  to  fuch  Indians  as  he  fhall  be  convinced  are  in  our  in- 
tereft. 

Refolvedy  That  meafuresbe  Immediately  taken  to  procure  goods 
to  fupply  the  Indians  at  the  treaties  ordered  to  be  held  with  them. 

Refolved^  That  the  councils  of  MafTachuffets  Bay  and  New- 
Hampfhire,  and  the  governors  of  Connefticut  and  Rhode-Ifland, 
be  earneftly  requefted  to  take  the  moft  fpeedy  and  effeftual  mea- 
fures  to  colle6:  as  much  hard  money  in  their  refpedlive  colonies  as 
poffible,  and  to  fend  the  fame  as  colle6:ed  to  gen.  Schuyler,  and 
draw  upon  the  prefident  of  Congrefs  for  the  amount. 

Refolved^  That  the  further  confideration  of  the  report,  and  the 
feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  be  pollponed  till  to-morrow, 
to  which  time  Congrefs  adjourned* 

Tuesday,  April  t^o^  i77^' 

Agreeable  to  order,  Congrefs  proceeded  to  theeledionofa  Hand- 
ing committee  for  Indian  affairs,  when 

Mr.  Wythe,  Mr.  Wilfon,  Mr.  Woolcot,  Mr.  L.  Morris,  and 
Mr.  Rutledge  were  elected. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported,  that  there  Is  due 

To  Matthevv^  Swan  lor  carrying  two  brafs  field  pieces  from  Phi- 
ladelphia to  Wllliamlburgjthe  fum  of  93.6  dollars,  over  and  befide 
the  fum  of  80  dollars,  paid  him  by  Robert  Erwin,  and  13.3  dol- 
lars, paid  by  the  committee  of  Willlamfbiirg; 

For  houfe  rent,  carriage,  and  other  contingent  expences  of  the 
fourth  Pennfylvania  battalion,  the  fum  of  358.6  dollars,  and  that 
the  fame  ought  to  be  paid  to  John  Harper,  quarter  matter  of  the 
faid  battalion : 

For  provifions  for  captain  Rofs's  company  fupplied  by  Charles 
Jackfon,  the  fum  of  9.1  dollars,  and  that  the  fame  ought  to  be  paid 
to  Timothy  Matlack. 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

Th£  comrrittee  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  from  the 
committee  of  infpection  and  obfervation  of  the  city  and  liberties  of 
Philadelphia,  praying  the  advice  of  Congrefs,  whether  they  ought 
to  continue  the  exerctfe  of  the  power  of  regulating  the  price  of 
goods  in  other  Inftances  than  that  of  green  tea,  brought  in  their 
report,  which  being  taken  into  confideration^  was  agreed  toj  where- 
upon, 

Refohed,  That  the  ninth  article  of  the  afibciation,  which  enjoin- 
ed the  inhabitants  of  the  United  Colonies  to  fell  goods  and  mer- 
chandize at  the  rates  they  had  refpedively  been   accuftomed  to  do  ■ 

for 
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for  twelve  months  then  lafl:  pall,  was  in  its  nature  a  temporary  re- 
gulation refpedling  the  goods  then  on  hand;  but  as  thofe  goods 
are  nearly  confumed,  and  a  farther  fupply  muft  be  obtained  at  an 
extraordinary  rifque  and  expence,  and  it  is  reafonable  that  adven- 
turers fliould  be  encouraged  by  a  profpeft  pf  gain  adequate  to  the 
danger,  which  may  be  incurred  in  the  importation,  and  a  free  trade 
being  now  opened  from  the  United  Colonies  to  all  parts  of  the 
world,  except  the  dominions  belonging  to  the  king  of  Great  Britain. 

Refolved,  That  the  power  of  committees  of  infpeftion  and  obfer;- 
vation  to  regulate  the  prices  of  goods,  in  other  inllances  than  the 
article  of  green  tea,  ought  to  ceafe. 

Congrefs  took  into  confiderationthe  report  of  the  committee  on 
gen.  Wafhington's  letter  of  the  24th  of  March ;  whereupon, 

Refolvedy  That  the  veiTcls  which  were  left  in  the  docks  and  har- 
bour at  Bofton,  by  the  enemy,  and  which  different  perfpns  claim 
as  their  property,  ought  to  be  relloved  to  their  former  owners, 
being  inhabitants  of  thefe  colonies,  on  their  making  proof  of  their 
title,  unlefs  the  faid  oarties  fo  claiming,  (hall  have  been  voluntari- 
ly active  againfl  the  rights  of  the  United  Colonies,  by  affording 
aid  and  affiftance  to  the  Britifh  fleet  and  army  ;  and  that  it  be  re- 
commended to  the  government  of  Maffachufetts-Bay  to  appoint 
commiffioners  to  hear  fuch  claims,  and  determine  on  the  fufiiciency 
of  the  proof  thereof: 

Provided,  That  any  perfon  apprehending  himfelf  or  herfelf  to 
be  aggrieved  by  the  adjudication  of  the  commiffioners  may  appeal 
from  their  fentence  to  Congrefs,  fuch  appeal  being  demanded  and 
lodged  with  the  fecretary  of  Congrefs,  within  the  times  limited, 
and  the  appellant  giving  fecurity,  in  the  manner  prefcribed  in  the 
cafe  of  an  appeal  from  the  fentence  of  acourt  appointed  forbearing 
maritime  caufes. 

Refolved^  That  the  farther  CQn|i4eration  of  the  report  ht  poft- 
poned. 

Refolved^  That  an  order  for  2000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  trea- 
furers  in  favour  of  George  Evans  who  has  contrafted  to  fupply  the 
Delaware  battalions  with  rations,  he  to  be  accountable. 

The  delegates  for  New-Jerfey  having  laid  before  Congrefs  a  num- 
ber of  bills  counterfeited  to  iniitate  the  continental  bills  of  credit; 

Refolved^  That  a  committee  of  fix  be  appointed  to  confider  of 
this  matter,  and  report  thereon  to  Congrefs. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  W.  Livingfton,  Mr.  M'Kean,  Mr. 
Sherman,  Mr.  J.  Adams,  Mr.  Braxtqn,  and  Mr.  Duane. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Thurfday. 

Thursday,  May   2,   1776. 
Sundry   letters    being  received  were  laid   before  Congrefs  and 
read,  viz.  One  of  the  2 2d  of  April  from  the  committee  of  fe- 

prefy, 
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crefy,  war,  and  intelligence  of  North-Carolina,  with  a  lift  of  pri- 
foners  fent  to  Philadelphia. 

One  of  the  30th  of  April  from  general  Wafhington,  inclofmg 
a  memorial  from  governor  Cooke.     And 

<jac  ot  tiic  29th  of  the  iame  month  from  the  committee  of  fafe- 
ty  of  New-Yoik. 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  general  Wafhington  with  the 
memorial  inclofed,  be  referred  to  the  commitee  appointed  to  take 
into  confideration  the  ftate  of  the  eaftern  colonies. 

Refohedi  That  a  letter  be  written  to  s^eneral  Schuyler,  defir- 
ing  him,  in  cafe  maior  Douglafs  declines  to  take  the  command  of 
the  vef!els  on  the  lakes,  to  appoint  captain  Wyncoop  to  that  com- 
mand, and  inform  Congrefs  thereof  by  the  firft  opportiiriity. 

Refohed,  That  an  order  for  2c,ooo  dollars  be  drawn  on  the 
treafurers  in  favour  of  James  Meafe  commifTary,  for  the  ufe  of  the 
Pennfylvania  battalions,  he  to  be  accountable. 

A  letter  of  the  1  ft  from  Henry  Fifher  of  Lewis-town,  dire<?led 
to  the  committee  of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania,  was  laid  before  Con- 
grefs and  read,  whereupon 

Refihed,  That  the  commanding  oiScer  of  the  Delaware  batta- 
lion, be  directed  to  ftatlon  thirty -five  men  with  an  ofHcer  at  the 
falie  cape  till  Farther  orders. 

Refohed,  That  the  fecret  committee  be  direfted  to  fend  200  lb. 
*of  DDwder,  and  200  lb.  of  lead  to  Lewis-town  for  the  ufe  of  the 
companies  ftationed  there. 

The  cornmictee  of  claims  reported  that  there  is  due, 

To  r)r.  William  Curry  for  account  of  medicine  and  attendance; 
for  the  fourth  Pennfylvania  battalion,  the  fum  of  58.^  dollars. 

Ordtred^  that  the  faid  account  be  paid. 

The  committee,  to  whom  were  referred  the  papers  laid  before 
Congrefs  by  the  delegate  from  North-Carolina,  brought  in  their 
report,  which  was  read. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  report  of  the  commit- 
tee on  creneral  Wafliington's  letter  of  the  24th  of  March  laft,  and 
after  debate, 

Rejolved,  That  it  be  recommitted  ;  and  as  the  members  of  the 
former  committee  aie  abfent,  that  a  new  committee  be  appointed. 

The  members  chofen  Mr.  Dickinfon,  Mr.  W.  Livingfton,  and 
Mr :  W.  Rutledge. 

Refolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  that  branch  of  the  coun- 
cil of  fafety  of  Delaware  government  refiding  in  Kent  county  to 
furnifh  the  commanding  officer  of  the  Delaware  battalion,  with  as 
many  of  the  public  arms  of  that  county  as  may  be  fufficient  for 
arming  the  companies  of  the  faid  battalion  ftationed  at  Lewis- 
town  to  be  ufed  by  them,  till  otherwife  ordered  by  the  faid  branch 

of  the  council  of  fafety. 

The 
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The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed. 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Friday,   May  3,    1776^ 

The  committee  of  claims  reported  that  there  is  due. 

To  Davia  Williams  for  waggon  hire  the  fum  of  1 12  dollars. 

Ordered^  That  the  faid  account  be  paid, 

Refohed,  That  the  fecret  committee  be  directed  to  fend  two 
hundred  pounds  of  Peruvian  bark  to  the  commanding  officer  in 
Virginia  for  the  ufe  of  the  continental  forces  in  the  fonthern  de- 
partment. 

A  petition  from  Peter  Simon  was  prefented  tq  Congrefs  and 
read. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three. 

The  members  chofen  Mr.  M'Kean,  Mr.  Wythe,  and  Mr.  J, 
Adams. 

Refolved,  That  the  fecret  committee  be  dire6led  to  fell  to  Hen- 
drick  Vanbrune  and  Thomas  Littel  30c  lb.  of  powder  for  the  ufe 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  townfhip  of  Shrewsbury  to  enable  them  to 
defend  their  fea  coaft. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  committee 
on  the  letter  from  brigadier  lord  Stirling  dated  the  i8th  of  March 
laft,  whjch  was  agreed  to,  whereupon, 

Refolved,  That  the  appointment  of  lieutenant-colonel  Ggden  of 
the  firil  battalion  of  New-Jerfey  was  made  upon  good  grounds, 
the  Congrefs  having  referved  and  frequently  exercifed  the  right  of 
promoting  men  of  diftinguifhed  merit: 

That  the  commiffary  Mr.  Lowry  be  direfted  to  fupply  fuch  of 
the  foldiers  of  the  faid  battalion,  as  defire  it,  with  uniforms,  the 
coft  to  be  deducted  from  their  pay  : 

That  as  the  army  is  now  removed  from  Cambridge  to  New- 
York,  the  confideration  of  raifing  a  regiment  of  artillery  for  the 
fervice  in  that  city,  as  applied  for  in  the  faid  letter,  be  poftponed 
till  further  advice  may  be  received  from  general  Wafhington,  or 
the  commanding  ofdcer  there. 

A  petition  from  captain  Ofwald  Eve  was  prefented  to  Congrefs 
and  read. 

Refolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three. 

The  members  chofen  Mr.  Sherman,  Mr.  Floyd,  and  Mr.  Ser- 
geant. 

Refolved,  That  an  order  for  20,000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the 
treafurersin  favour  of  colonel  John  Haflet  for  the  ufe  of  the  Dela- 
ware battalion  under  his  command,  he  to  be  accountable. 

Refolved,  That  the  fecret  committee  be  directed  to  fend  300  lb. 
of  powder  and  a  proportionable  quantity  of  lead  to  Lewis-town, 
for  the  ufe  of  the  troops  ftationed  there. 

The 
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The  committee,  to  whom  the  report  on  general  Wafliington's 
letter  of  the  24th  of  March  lafl  was  recommitted,  brought  in  their 
report,  which  was  read. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Saturday?  May  4,    1776. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported  that  there  is  due. 

To  Dr.  David  Cowell  the  fumof97.4  dollars. 

Ordered^  That  the  faid  account  be  paid. 

A  letter  of  the  3d  from  colonel  Hand  of  the  riffle  battalion 
was  read ;   whereupon, 

Refohed,  That  an  order  for  4000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  trea- 
furers  in  favour  of  colonel  Hand  for  the  ufe  of  his  battalion,  he 
to  be  accountable. 

That  the  letter  from  colonel  Hand  be  referred  to  a  committee  of 

three. 

The  members  chofen  Mr.  Read,  Mr.  Sergeant,  and  Mr.  Hun- 
tington. 

The  Congrefs  taking  into  confideration  the  letter  of  the  29th 
of  April,  from  the  committee  of  fafety  of  New-York,  there- 
upon, 

Refohed,  That  a  major  be  appointed  for  the  firft  New- York 
battalion  in  the  room  of  major  Benedid,  who  has  refigned: 

The  ballots  being  taken  and  examined, 

Barnabas  Tuthill,  Efq;  was  eleded. 

Sundry  letters  juft  received  were  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read, 
viz.  One  of  the  loth  of  April  from  brigadier  general  Woofter,  at 
Holland-Houfe  before  Qiiebec. 

One  of  the  28th  of  faid  month  from  general  Schuyler,  dated  fort 
George,  inclofing  the  examination  of  Michael  Ryan. 

One  of  the  27th  of  the  fame  month  from  governor  Trumbull, 
inclofing  a  letter  from  N.  Shaw,  jun.  with  a  lift  of  the  cannon  left 
at  New  London. 

Ordered,  That  the  marine  committee  lay  on  the  table  on  Mon- 
day next  the  inftrudions  given  by  the  naval  committee  to  commo- 
dore Hopkins  upon  his  leaving  this  port. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  report  on  general 
Wafhington's  letter  of  the  24th  of  March,  whereupon 

Refohed,  That  all  the  cannon  and  other  flores  in  Bofton,  which 
were  originally  purchafed  and  provided  by  and  at  the  expence  of 
the  colonies  of  Maffachufetts  Bay  and  New  Hampfhire  be  confi- 
dered  as  belonging  to  the  colony,  that  fo  purchafed  and  provided 
them  ;  and  that  all  the  other  cannon  left  in  the  colony  of  Mafla- 
chufetts  Bay  by  the  Britifh  forces  be  prefented  to  the  faid  colony. 

The 
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The  farther  confideration  of  the  report,  at  the  requeft  of  a 
colony  was  poftponed  till  Monday  next. 

Congrefs  then  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  commit- 
tee on  general  Wafhingcon's  letter  of  4th  of  April,  whereupon 

Refohed^  That  the  pay  of  the  officers  and  foldiers  of  the  militia 
lately  called  to  Cambridge  commence  on  the  day  of  their  march, 
and  ceafe  on  that  of  their  return. 

Refclvedy  That  the  farther  confideration  of  the  report  be  poft- 
poned. 

Adjourned  to  ten  ^o'clock  on  Monday. 

Monday,  May  6,     1776. 

Advice  being  received  that  captain  Young,  who  was  fitted  out 
at  the  expence  of  the  continent  by  Mr.  Lewis  and  Mr.  Alfop, 
was  arrived  ; 

Refolved^  That  the  fecret  committee  be  direded  to  give  proper 
orders  for  landing,  fecuring  and  bring  to  Philadelphia  the  cargo 
imported  by  captain  Young. 

A  memorial  of  captain  Herman  Allen  was  prefented  to  Con- 
grefs and  read. 

Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  claims. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  report  on  general 
Waftiington's  letter  of  the  24th  of  March,  and  thereupon  came 
to  the  following  refolution. : 

Whereas  general  Wafhington  has  requefted  dire61:ions  concern- 
ing the  condud  that  Ihould  be  obferved  towards  commiffioner^, 
faid  to  be  coming  from  Great  Britain  to  America, 

Rcfolved,  That  General  Wafliington  be  informed  that  Congrefs 
fuppofe,  if  commiffioners  are  intended  to  be  fent  from  Great 
Britain  to  treat  of  peace,  that  the  pra6lice  ufual  in  fuch  cafes  will 
be  obferved  by  making  previous  application  for  the  necefl'ary  pafs- 
ports  or  fafe  conduct,  and  on  fuch  application  being  made,  Con- 
grefs will  then  direct  the  proper  meafures  for  the  reception  of  fuch 
commiflioners. 

The  committee  appointed  to  bring  in  a  refolution,  whereby 
perfons  refident  or  having  property  in  America,  who  affift  any  of 
the  enemies  of  thefe  United  Colonies  in  the  captures  of  veflels  or 
goods,  may  be  made  liable  to  make  good  the  damage  to  the  fuf- 
ferers,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  read. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  letter  of  the  24th  of  April  from  general  Lee  was  read. 

Congrefs  then  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to 
take  into  their  confideration  the  ftate  of  the  United  Colonies,  and 
after  fome  time  fpent  thereon,  the  prefident  refumed  the  chair, 
and  Mr.  Harrifon  reported  that  the  committee  had  taken  into  con- 
fideration the  matter  to  them  referred,  and  had  thereupon  come  to 

fundry 
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fundry  refohitionsj  which  he  was  ordered  to  report  when  the  houfe 
fhould  be  ready  to  receive  them. 

Orderedi,  That  the  report  be  now  delivered  in. 

The  report  of  the  committee  of  the  whole  being  read,  was  agreed 
to,  as  follows  : 

Refolvedy  That  ten  millions  of  dollars  be  ralfed  for  the  purpofc 
of  carrying  on  the  war  for  the  current  year: 

That  the  indian  goods  faid  to  be  at  fort  Pitt,  be  purchafed  for 
the  ufe  of  the  United  Colonies  : 

That  indian  goods  to  the  value  of  ten  thotifand  dollars  be  pur- 
chafed at  Montreal,  for  the  ufe  of  the  United  Colonies  : 

That  treaties  be  held  with  the  indians  in  the  different  depart- 
ments, as  foon  as  practicable,  and  that  the  mm  often  thoufand 
dollars  be  paid  out  of  the  treafury  to  the  commiffioners  of  each  re- 
fpe&ive  department,  for  prefents  to  the  indians  and  the  expences 
of  fuch  treaties. 

Mr.  Harrifon  farther  reported  that  the  committee  defired  him 
to  move  for  leave  to  fit  again  ;   whereupon, 

Refolvedi  That  Congrefs  will  to-morrow  refolve  itfelf  into  S 
committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  confideration  the  ftate  of  A- 
merica. 

Refolvedy  Thai  a  committee  of  feven  be  appointed  to  devife  ways 
and  means  forrainng  the  ten  millions  of  dollars; 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  R.  Morris,  Mr.  Rut- 
ledge,  Mr.  Gerry,  Mr.  Sherman,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  and  Mr.  Hewes. 

Refohedy  That  the  convention  or  council  of  fafety  of  Virginia 
be  impowered  to  appoint  furgeons  to  the  battalions  raifed  in  the 
faid  colony  for  the  fervice  of  the  continent. 

Refohed^  That  Joh-  Taylor  be  appointed  judge  advocate  to  the 
continental  troops  in  the  colony  of  Virginia. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Tuesday,  May  7.    I77<^. 

Sundry  letters  being  received,  were  laid  before  Congrefs  and 
read,  viz. 

One  of  the  5{h  of  April  from  general  Wafhington. 

One  cf  the  14th  from  John  G.  Frazer,  incloiing  a  lift  of  the 
vefiels,  cannon,  and  ordinance-ftores  left  by  the  enemy  at  Boflon. 

One  from  fundry  prifoners  at  Hartford,  in  Connefticut,  dated 
2ift  March. 

One  from  L.  F.  of  St.  Euftatia,  dated  5th  of  April. 

Refolvedy  That  the  faid  letters  be  referred  to  a  committee  of 
three ; 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  S.  Adams,  Mr.  Braxton,  and  Mr. 
Duane. 

A  petition  from  John  Bayard,  P.  Moore,  and  John  Patton,wai 
prefented  to  Congrefs  and  read;     Whereupon, 

Refolvedy  I^hat  the  fecret  committee  be  direded  to  fell  to  the 

petitioners. 
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petitioners   fix  hundred   lb.    of  powder  for  the  ufe  of  the  priva- 
teers they  are  fitting  out. 

Refolved,  That  one  hundred  dollars  be  paid  by  the  treafurers  to 
M.  Giafon,  a  Canadian  prifoner,  upon  his  giving  a  bill  upon  his 
friend  at  Montreal  for  the  like  fum,  payable  on  demand. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  committee  on 
the  papers  laid  before  Congrefs  by  the  delegates  of  North-Carolina: 
Whereupon, 

Refolved,  That  another  battalion  raifed  in  North-Carolina,  in 
addition  to  the  five  battalions  already  ordered  for  the  defence  of 
that  colony,  be  taken  into  the  pay  and  fervice  of  the  United  Colo- 
nies: 

That  a  deputy  quarter  mailer  general  be  appointed  for  the 
fouthern  department,  to  be  employed  in  North-Carolina  : 

That  the  fecret  committee  be  directed  to  procure  and  forward 
twelve  field-pieces  for  the  ufe  of  the  troops  in  North-Carolina : 

That  the  fecret  committee  be  directed  to  forward  three  tons  of 
gun-powder  for  the  defence  of  the  faid  colony  : 

That  the  committee  on  qualifications  be  directed  to  purchafe 
and  forward  to  North-Carolina,  a  cheft  of  medicines  and  inftru- 
ments,  equal  in  value  to  one  of  thofe  furnifhed  for  the  Pennfylva- 
nia  battalions,  for  each  of  the  fix  battalions  raifed  in  the  colony  of 
North-Carolina. 

Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  eleftion  of  a  deputy  quarter  mafter 
general  for  the  fouthern  department,  and  the  ballots  being  taken, 

Nicholas  Long,  Efq;  was  elected. 

Refolved,  That  Nicholas  Long,  Efq;  have  the  rank  of  a  colonel 
in  the  continental  army. 

The  convention  of  North-Carolina  having  recommended  fundry 
gentlemen  for  field  officers  of  the  fix  battalions  raifed  in  that  colo- 
ny, Congrefs  proceeded  to  a  choice,  and  the  following  gentlemen 
were  eleftcd  : 

Francis  Nafh,  Efq;  colonel,  ") 

Thomas  Clarke,  Efq;  lieutenant  colonel,  C  of  the  ill  battalion, 

William  Davis,  Efq;  major,  j 

Alexander  Martin,  Efq;  colonel,  ") 

John  Patton,  Efq;  lieutenant  colonel        C  of  the  2d  battalion. 

John  White,  Efq;  major  j 

Jethro  Sumner,  Efq;  colonel  "^ 

William  Alilon,  Efq;  lieutenant  colonel  C  of  the  3d   battalion. 

Samuel  Lockart,  Efq;  major  j 

Thomas  Polk,  Efq;  colonel  ") 

James  Thackfton,  Efq;  lieutenant  colonel  C  of  the  4th  battalion. 

William  Davidfon,  Efq;  major  J 

Edward  Bancombe,  Efq;  colonel  S 

Henry  Irwin,  Efq;  lieutenant  colonel        >  of  the  5th  battalion. 

Levi  Dawfon,  Efq;  major   .  j 

Vol.  II.  X  Alexander 
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Alexander  LilHngton,  Efq;  colonel  i 

William  Taylor;  Efq;  lieutenant  colonel  C  of  the  6th  battalioft. 

Gideon  Lamb,  Efq;  major  j 

Ordersdi  That  the  letter  received  yeflerday  from  general  Lee, 
be  referred  to  the  committee,  to  whom  were  referred  the  letters  re- 
ceived this  morning. 

'  Refohed,  That  the  committee  appointed  to  purchafe  llocklngs 
for  the  troops  in  Canada,  be  directed  to  apply  to  the  general  af- 
femblies  of  Mafiachufetts  Bay  and  Connedieut,  and  requeft  them 
to  alTiil  in  procuring  the  faid  ftockings. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  memorial  from  the  conl- 
mittee  of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania,  whereupon 

''  Refohed,  That  twenty  of  the  heavieft  cannon  taken  by  commo- 
dore Hopkins  at  New  Providence,  and  brought  from  thence  to 
Nev^  London^  and  fmce  carried  to  Newport,  be  brought  to  the  ci- 
ty of  Philadelphia,  and  delivered  to  the  committee  of  fafety  of 
Pennfylvania  for  the  defence  and  protedion  of  the  faid  city,  to  re- 
main there  during  the  pleafure  of  Congrefs. 

Vv^illiam  Peachy,  Efq;  colonel  of  the  fifth  Virginia  battalion 
havino-  refip-ned,  Congrefs  proceeded  to  eled  a  gentleman  to  fup- 
piy  his  place  ;  and  the  ballots  being  takenj 

Charles  Scott,  Efq;  was  elecled  :  and 

Alexander  Spotfwood  was  eleded  lieutenant  colonel  of  the  fe- 
cond  battalion  in  the  room  of  colonel  Scott. 

Refihed,  That  fuch  of  the  iron  cannon,  as  were  brought  from  , 
Ticonderoga  to  Bofton,  and   have   not  been   removed  by  general 
Wafhin-non,  be  lent  for  the  defence  of  the  town  and  harbour  of 
Bofton,  to  remain  there  during  the  pleafure  of  Congrefs. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poilponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Wednesday,  May  8,  1776.  - 

The  committee  of  claims  reported  that  there  is  due. 

To  William  Brady  for  thirty  days  waggonage  in  conveying 
captain  Stevenfons  baggage  from  Virginia  to  Roxbury,  the  fum 
of  60  dollars  ;  and  that  the  fame  ought  to  be  paid  to  Daniel 
M'Fherfon  : 

To  James  M'Donnel  for  waggonage  in  conveying  baggage  be- 
longing to  captain  Talbot's  company  of  the  fixth  Pennfylvania 
battalion  to  Nitw-York,  the  fum  of  1 17.9  dollars  : 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

A  letter  of  the  5th  from  general  Wafhington,  one  of  the  4th 
from  William  Palfrey  pay  matter  general,  and  one  of  the  2d  from 
captain  Delaplace,  a  prifoner,  were  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read. 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  five. 

The  men^.bers  chofen  Mr.  S.  Adams,  Mr.  Wythe,  Mr.  Rodney, 
Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  and  Mr.  Vvliipple. 

A  petitioa 
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A  petition  from  captain  Gideon  Warren,  and  a  letter  from  Jo- 
feph  Woodward,  chairman  of  the  committee  of  New  Hampfiiirc 
grants,  were  prefented  to  Congrefs  and  read. 

Ordered^  That  they  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  ^wty  who  are 
diredled  to  hear  the  perfons  mentioned  in  the  faid  letter,  and  report 
thereon  to  Congrefs : 

The  members  chofen  Mr.  Rodney,  Mr.  Harrifon,  Mr.  Hewes, 
Mr.  Lynch,  and  Mr.  Alexander. 

The  inftriidlions  given  by  the  naval  committee  to  commodore 
Hopkins  being  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read  ; 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  fcven,  and 
that  it  be  an  inflru6li'on  to  the  faid  committee  to  inquirc'i^ow  far 
commodore  Hopkins  has  complied  with  the  faid  iaftru£liofi-s^  and 
if  upon  inquiry  they  (hall  find  that  he  has  departed  therefrom,  to' 
examine  into  the  occafion  thereof;  alfo  to  inquire  into  the  lituatioft 
of  the  governor  and  lieutenant  governor  of  Providence  and  the  o- 
ther  officer  brought  from  thence,  and  report  what  in  their  opinion 
is  proper  to  be  done  with  them  : 

That  the  faid  committee  have  power  to  fend  for  witnefies  and 
papers : 

The  members  chofen  Mr.  Harrifon,  Mr.  J.  Adams,  Mr 
M'Kean,  Mr,  Duane,  Mr.  Lynch,  Mr.  Sherman,  and  Mr.  W. 
Livingfton. 

Information  being  given  to  Congrefs 'fl; at  Kirkland  a  prifoner 
has  broken  goal  and  made  his  efcape : 

Refolvedy  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  devife  ways 
and  means  to  have  him  retaken  : 

The  members  chofen  Mr.  M'Kean,  Mr.  Lynch,  and    Mr.  Ger- 

Refolvedf  That  whenever  it  fiiall  appear  to  this  Congrefs  that  a- 
ny  officer  or  officers  bearing  continental  commiffions  fhall  have 
departed  from  orders,  an  enquiry  fhall  be  made. 

Refolued,  That  the  fccret  committee  be  direfted  to  fell  to  Aaron 
Biddle  and  John  Helm,  75  lb  of  powder  for  the  ufe  of  the  inha- 
bitants of  Upper  Pennfneck  in  New-Jerfey. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day  Congrefs  refolved  itfelf  into  a 
committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  confuieration  the  flate  of  the 
colonies  ;  and  after  fome  time  fpent  thereon,  the  prefident  refumed 
the  chair,  and  Mr.  Harrifon  reported,  that  the  committee  have  had 
imder  confideration  the  matter  to  them  referred,  but  not  having  . 
come  to  any  refolutions  thereon,  defired  him  to  move  for  leave  to 
fit  again. 

Refolved,  That  Congrefs  will  to-morrow  refolve  itfelf  into  a  com*- 
mittee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  confideration  the  flate  of  thefe 
colonies. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Thursday 
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Thursday,  May  9,   1776. 

A  letter  from  Ab.  Livingfton,  offering  to  refign  the  cohtrad: 
made  with  the  convention  of  New  York,  for  fupplying  the  troops 
in  that  colony  with  provifions;  alfo  a  letter  of  the  8th  from  colonel 
James  Eallon  were  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read  : 

Ordered.^  I'hat  they  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  : 

The  members  chofen  Mr.  M'Kean,  Mr.  S.  Adams,  and  Mr. 
Wythe. 

Application  being  made  for  a  fafe  condu6t  for  Mrs.  Beljew, 
wife  of  captain  Bellewofthe  Liverpool,  to  pafs  through  the  coun- 
try to  her  relations  in  Marblehead ; 

Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  for  confideration  to  Mr.  R.  H. 
Lee,  and  Mr.  R.  Morris. 

The  committee  of  claims  report  that  there  is  due. 

To  William  Bedford,  for  cartouch  ilraps,  the  fum  of  193.3  ^^' 
lars  : 

To  colonel  Jof.  Reed,  for  camp  equ-'page  &c.  procured  for  ge- 
neral Wafhington,  the  fum  of  434.2  dollars: 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

The  faid  committee  having  reported  on  the  petition  and  accounts 
of  captain  Herman  Allen,  which  were  referred  to  them  ; 

Rejolvedy  That  the  faid  petition  and  accounts  be  referred  to  the 
committee  on  the  treafury. 

The  committee  on  prifoners  to  whom  the  letter  from  Henry 
Beaumont  of  the  26th  regiment  of  the  king  of  Great  Britain  was 
referred,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  conlideration, 
whereupon 

Refolved,  That  the  faid  Henry  Beaumont  be  permitted  to  refide 
with  his  wife  and  family  at  Elizabeth-town,  in  the  colony  of  New- 
Jerfey,  he  giving  to  the  committee  of  infpeftion  and  obfervation  of 
the  faid  burrough  his  parole  in  the  form  prefcribed  by  Congrefs. 

The  committee  appointed  to  devife  ways  and  means  for  raifing 
ten  millions  of  dollars  for  the  fervice  of  the  current  year,  brought  in 
their  report,  which  was  read  and  confidered,  whereupon 

Refolved,  That  five  millions  of  dollars  be  emitted  in  bills  of  cre- 
dit in  part  of  the  ten  millions  voted  for  the  fervice  of  the  current 
year  : 

That  the  thirteen  United  Colonies  be  pledged  for  the  redemption 
of  the  faid  five  millions  of  dollars,  at  fuch  periods  and  in  fuch  man- 
ner and  proportions  as  Congrefs  (hall  hereafter  direct  and  appoint. 

Refolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  fuperintendants  of  the  trea- 
fury, to  confider  of  and  report  a  plan  for  carrying  into  effect  the 
before  mentioned  refolution,  for  emitting  live  millions  of  dollars  in 
bills  of  credit  towards  the  fervice  of  the  current  year. 

The  committee  having  informed  Congrefs  that  they  have  not  had 
time  to  compleat  their  report : 

Refohedi  That  they  have  leave  to  fit  again. 

Captain 
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Captain  Budden  having  been  taken  by  the  Liverpool  man  of  war 
and  permitted  on  his  parole  to  come  to  Philadelphia,  in  order  to 
procure  a  prifoner  to  be  given  in  exchange  for  him; 
'   Refolvedi  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to    confider 
the  propriety  of  exchanging  feamen  : 

The  m.embers  chofen  Mr.  R.  Morris,  Mr.  Hew^es,  and  Mr. 
Huntingdon. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day,  Congrefs  refolved  itfelf  into 
a  committee  of  the  vi^hole,  to  take  into  conlideration  the  ftate  of  the 
United  Colonies ;  and  after  fome  time  fpent  thereon,  the  prefident 
refumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Harrifon  reported,  that  the  committee 
have  had  under  coniideration  the  matter  referred  to  them,  and 
have  come  to  a  refolution  thereon,  which  he  read  and  delivered  in. 

The  refolution  of  the  committee  of  the  whole  was  again  read, 
and  the  determination  thereof,  at  the  requell  of  a  colony,  was 
poftponed  till  to-morrov/. 

The  committee,  to  whom  the  application  in  favour  of  Mrs.  Bel- 
lew  was  referred,  brought  in  a  report  which  was  taken  into  confi- 
deration,  whereupon 

Refolved^  That  a  paffport  be  granted  to  Mrs.  Bellew  to  come  to 
the  city  of  Philadelphia,  under  efcort  of  a  continental  officer,  and 
that  fhe  may  refide  fafely  and  unmolefted  in  the  faid  city,  until  her 
friends  in  New-England  come  to  efcort  her  to  Marblehead,  when 
a  fafe  condu£l  fhall  alfo  be  granted  to  her  for  that  journey,  and 
for  her  refidence  there  during  her  pleafure. 

The  feveral  mattei's  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed  ; 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Friday,  May  10,  1776. 

A  letter  of  the  7th  from  general  Wafhington,  and  one  of  the 
3d  from  Thomas  Cufhing,  were  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read  : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  ilate  of 
the  eaftern  colonies. 

A  letter  from  Monf.  Docaifor  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  fecret  committee. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  confederation  of  gene- 
ral Wafhington's  letter  of  the  5th  and  the  papers  inclofed,  brought 
in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  confideration,  whereupon 

Refolved,  That  a  copy  of  the  refolutions  paffed  the  firft  day  of 
April  laft,  eftablifhingthe  mode  of  fettling  the  public  accounts  be 
tranfmitted  to  the  general : 

That  the  refolution  of  Congrefs  paffed  the  17th  of  January  laft, 
allowing  one  dollar  and  one  third  of  a  dollar  to  the  officers,  in  lieu 
of  expences  for  inlifting  each  foldier,  being  a  general  regulation, 
extends  to  the  troops  railed  in  the  eaftern  department;  and  that  the 
general  be  directed  to  make  that  allowance  for  all  the  troops  inlift- 
ed  fmce  the  time  of  paffinj^:  the  faid  refolution  : 

That, 
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That,  as  tlie  road  recommended  by  general  Wafhington  to  be 
opened  between  the  town  of  Newbury  on  Connetticut  river  and 
the  province  of  Canada,  will  facilitate  the  march  and  return  of  the 
troops  employed  in  that  quarter,  and  promote  the  public  fervice, 
the  general  be  directed  to  profecute  the  plan  he  has  formed,  re- 
fpefting  the  faid  road  : 

That  ten  tons  of  gun  powder  be  fent  to  New-York  : 

That  400,000  dollars  be  fent  to  the  pay  mailer  general  for  the  ufc 
of  the  army  in  New-York  and  the  Maffachufetts  Bay  : 

That  the  commanding  officers  in  the  different  departments  and 
pofts,  fhall  make  monthly  returns  to  the  commander  in  chief  of  the 
continental  army,  of  the  number  and  flate  of  the  troops,  and  the 
military  ftores  in  their  refpeftive  departments  : 

That  this  Congrefs  has  hitherto  exercifed,  and  ought  to  retain 
the  power  of  promoting  the  officers  in  the  continental  fervice  ac- 
cording to  their  merit ;  and  that  no  promotion  or  fucceffion  fhall 
take  place  upon  any  vacancy,  without  the  authority  of  a  continen- 
tal commiffion. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  refolution  reported 
from  the  committee  of  the  whole,  and  the  fame  was  agreed  to,  as^ 
follows  : 

Refolvedi  That  It  be  recommended  to  the  refpe6live  affemblies 
and  conventions  of  the  United  Colonies,  where  no  government 
iufficlent  to  the  exigencies  of  their  affairs  hath  been  hitherto  eftab- 
lifhed,  to  adopt  fuch  government  as  fhall  In  the  opinion  of  the  re- 
prefentatlves  of  the  people  befl  coiaduce  to  the  happinefs  and  fafety 
of  their  conilituents  In  particular,  and  America  in  general. 

RefrAvedy  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  prepare  a 
preamble  to  the  foregoing  refolution. 

The  members  chofen  Mr.  J.  Adams,  Mr.  Rutledge,  and  Mr. 
R.  H.  Lee. 

Refolved,  That  the  fecret  committee  be  direded  to  fell  to  colonel 
David  Potter,  and  captain  Daniel  Maflcell,  200  lb.  of  powder, 
and  1000  lb.  of  lead,  for  the  ufe  of  the  inhabitants  of  Bridgetown, 
Cumberland  county  in  New-Jerfey. 

The  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  letter  from  general 
Wafhington  of  the  25th  and  26th  of  April,  the  cafe  of  Alexander 
Rofs,  and  the  letter  from  general  Lee,  brought  in  a  report  which 
\vas  read. 

The  committee  appointed  to  take  Into  confideration  the  flate  of 
the  eaflern  colonies,  brought  in  a  report  which  was  read. 

Congrefs  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take 
into  confideration  the  flate  of  the  United  Colonies  ;  and  after  fome 
time  fpent  thereon,  the  prefident  refumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Har- 
rifon  reported  that  the  committee  have  had  under  confideration  the 
matter  referred  to  them,  but  not  having  had  time  to  iinifh  their  in- 
quiries, defired  him  to  move  fcr  leave  to  lit  again. 

Refolved^ 
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Refolvedi  That  Congrefs  will  on  Monday  next  refolve  itfelf  into 
a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  confideration  the  ftate  of 
the  United  Colonies. 

Refohedi  That  the  committee  of  fecret  correfpondence  be  direc- 
ted to  lay  their  proceedings  before  Congrefs  on  Monday  next, 
withholding  the  names  of  the  perfons  they  have  employed,  or  with 
whom  they  have  correfponded. 

The  committee  appointed  to  confider  the  propriety  of  exchang- 
ing feamen,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  confidera- 
tion, whereupon 

Refohed,  That  lieutenant  Ball  of  the  Roebuck,  and  the  three 
feamen  that  were  taken  with  him,  and  are  now  prifoners  in  the 
lower  counties  on  Delaware,  be  exchanged  for  captain  Budden  and 
his  fon,   Seth  Davis,  and  Samuel  Conyers  : 

That  fix  of  the  feamen  now  prifoners  in  Philadelphia  to  be  nam- 
ed by  the  committee  of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania,  may  be  given  in 
exchange   for  the  following  perfons,  viz.  Mr.    Lightbody,  James 

Hage, Fortefcue,  a  pilot  boy;  William   Martin,  Jacob 

Wilfon,  and  John  Durry: 

That  the  faid  exchange  of  prifoners  be  conducted  by  fuch  pro- 
per perfons  as  the  committee  of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania  may  appoint 
for  that  purpofe. 

The  committee  to  v/hom  was  referred  the  letter  from  Ab.  Li- 
vlngfton,  offering  to  cancel  the  contradi  he  had  made  with  a  com- 
mittee of  the  convention  of  New-York,  for  fupplying  the  forces  in 
that  colony  with  provifions,  brought  in  their  report,  which  was 
taken  into  confideration  ;   whereupon 

Refohed,  That  Mr.  Ab.  Livingfton  in  voluntarily  refigning  a 
Gontra6l  which  might  have  been  fo  profitable  to  him,  has  exhibit- 
ed an  example  of  public  fpirit,  and  Congrefs  accept  the  refignation 
of  his  contract. 

Refolved^  That  the  committee  appointed  to  devife  ways  and 
ipeans  for  retaking  Mofes  Kirkland,  be  impowered  to  fend  an  ex- 
prefs  to  the  fouthward,  and  delire  the  committees  or  councils  of 
fafety  of  the  fouthern  colonies,  to  ufe  their  utmoft  endeavours  to 
have  him  apprehended,  and  that  they  offer  a  reward  of  one  hun- 
dred dollars  in  addition  to  the  hundred  already  offered  for  appre- 
hending and  fecuring  the  faid  Mofes  Kirkland. 

Refohed i  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  council  of  fafety  of 
Pennfylvania,  to  examine  into  the  condu6l  of  the  goaler,  who  had 
the  charge  and  cuftody  of  Mofes  Kirkland,  and  if  they  find  him 
culpable,  that  they  have  him  removed. 

Refolvedt  That  George  Morgan,  Efq;  agent  under  the  commif- 
fioners  for  indian  affairs  in  the  middle  department,  be  directed  to 
purchafe  the  indian  goods  faid  to  be  at  Pittfburg  for  the  ufe  of  the 
United  Colonies. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  committee  on 
the  cafe  of  Alexander  Rofs,  whereupon  Refolved» 
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Refolved,  That  the  faid  Alexander  Rofs  be  difcharged  from  con- 
finement. 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Saturday,   May    ii,    1776. 
A  petition  from  John   Jacobs   in  behalf  of  himfelf  and  others^ 
was  prefented  to  Congrefs  and  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  : 

The  members  chofen  Mr.  J.  Adams,  Mr.  Lee,  and  Mr.  Rut- 
ledge. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  committeemen 
the  ftate  of  the  eaftern  colonies,  M^hercupon 

Re/ohed,  That  the  two  battalions,  directed  by  the  alfembly  of 
Rhode  Ifland  to  be  raifed,  be  taken  into  continental  pay ;  the 
battalion  ordered  to  be  raifed  in  November  laft,  from  the  time  they 
were  armed,  cloathed  and  fit  for  duty,  and  the  one  fince  ordered 
to  be  raifed  from  the  prefent  time,  provided  they  be  armed, 
cloathed  and  fit  for  fervice,  and  that  if  they  be  not  fo  armed  and 
appointed,  they  be  taken  into  continental  pay  as  foon  as  they  Ihall 
be  armed  and  muftered  : 

Refohed^  That  the  remainder  of  the  report  be  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  Congrefs. 

Rejolved^  That  the  Handing  committee  for  indian  affairs  be  di- 
re6i:ed  to  take  meafures  for  carrying  into  execution  the  refolution 
of  the  6th,  for  holding  a  treaty  with  the  Indians  in  the  different 
departments  as  foon  as  practicable. 

That  the  20th  of  July  be  fixed  on  for  holding  a  treaty  at  Pittf- 
burg  with  the  indians  in  the  middle  department  ;  and  that  the 
{landing  committee  be  diretted  to  inform  the  agent,  and  defire  him 
to  notify  the  indians,  and  invite  them  to  attend  at  the  time  and 
place  mentioned  ;  and  alfo  that  the  faid  committee  inform  the  com- 
miffioners  and  defire  them  to  attend. 

Refohedy  That  John  Harvey  be  appointed  a  commiflioner  for 
Indian  affairs  in  the  middle  department.  , 

Certain  refolutions  of  the  board  of  officers  in  Philadelphia,  and 
a  petition  from  the  committee  of  privates  of  the  military  affociation 
of  the  city  and  liberties  of  Philadelphia,  were  prefented  to  Con- 
grefs and  read. 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  the  whole 
Contrrcfs. 

A  memorial  from  Cannier  de  la  Berthaudure  was  prefented  to 
Congrefs  and  read  : 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Rejolvedy  That  two  fetts  of  trepanning  inflruments  be  fent  to 
Virginia  for  the  ufe  of  the  furgeons  of  the  continental  troops  there  ; 
and  that  two  fetts  of  trepanning  inflruments,  and  100  lb.  of  Peru- 
vian bark  be  fent  to  North-Carolina,  for  the  ufe  of  the  continental 
troops  in  that  colony. 

.   Congrefs 
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Congrefs  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take 
into  confideration  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  ftate  of  the 
colonies  in  the  eaflern  department,  and  the  refolves  of  the  officers, 
and  petition  of  the  committee  of  privates  of  the  military  affociation 
of  the  city  and  liberties  of  Philadelphia,  and  after  fome  time  fpent 
thereon,  the  prefident  refumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  fiarrifon  report- 
ed, that  the  committee  had  taken  into  confideration  the  matters  to 
them  referred,  and  had  come  to  a  refolution  thereupon,  but  not 
having  time  to  linifn,  defired  him  to  move  for  leave  to  fit  again. 

The  refolution  reported  from  the  committee  of  the  whole  Con- 
grefs being  read  : 

Refolved,  That  the  farther  confideration  thereof  be  pofcponed  to 
Monday  next. 

Refolved,  That  Congrefs  will  on  Monday  next  refolve  Itfelf  into  a 
committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  confideration  the  report 
of  the  committee  on  the  ftate  of  the  colonies  in  the  eaftern  depart- 
ment, and  the  refolves  of  the  officers,  and  petition  of  the  privates 
of  the  military  affociation  of  the  city  and  liberties  of  Philadelphia. 

Refolved,  That  the  fecret  committee  be  direfted  to  fend  500  lb. 
of  powder  to  the  committee  of  fafety  of  Delaware  government,  for 
the  ufe  of  their  militia. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported  that  there  is  due. 

On  account  rendered  by  the  committee  for  the  upper  diftri6l  of 
Frederick  county  in  Virginia,  of  the  expences  incurred  by  captain 
John  Nelfon's  company  of  riffle  men,  the  fum  of  1415.4  dollars, 
and  that  the  fame  ought  to  be  paid  to  Michael  Fackler,  and  that 
the  faid  com.pany  ought  to  be  charged  with  the  fum  of  1016  dol- 
lars, the  amount  of  rifles  and  goods,  &c.  furnifhed  for  their  ufe, 
the  remainder  being  for  provifions  and  waggonage  to  be  charged  to 
the  continent : 

To  Andrew  M'Nair  for  attendance  and  for  candles,  &c.  the 
fum  of  181.9  dollars  in  full  of  his  account  to  the  30th  of  April  laft: 

To  Robert  Erw^in,  waggon  mafter  for  five  teams  that  went  to 
Canada,  a  ballancc  of 699.6  dollars: 

To  Walter  Drummond,  for  nurfing  feveral  perfons  belonging  to 
captain  Benezets  company,  the  fum  of  27  dollars: 

To  George  London,  for  34  days  waggonage  for  the  6th  batta- 
lion, the  fum  of  ii7'5  dollars  : 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid.  ■ 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

Monday,  May  13,   1776. 

A  letter  of  the  9th  from  general  Wafliington  was  laid  before 
Congrefs  and  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  qualifications. 

Sundry  petitions  were  prefented  to  .Congrefs  and  read,  viz.  One 
from  Dr.  Benjamia  Church,  and  one  from  Eeniamin,  Samuel,  and 

Vol.  IL  Y  '  Edward 
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Edward  Church,  with  a  certificate  from  three  phyficians  refpe6llng 
the  heahh  of  Dr.  B.  Church;  alfo  one  from  John  Connolly  and 
John  Smith,  accompanied  with  a  letter  from  Dr.  Cadwallader  : 

Ordered^  That  they  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  prifoners. 

A  letter  of  the  3d  from  George  Morgan  at  Pittfburg  was  read: 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  ftanding  committee  on  In- 
dian affairs. 

Refohedy  That  Mrs.  Connolly  have  leave  to  vlfit  her  hufl)and  In 
goal. 

Agreeable  to  order,  the  committee  of  fecret  correfpondence  laid 
before  Congrefs  a  copy  of  their  proceedings. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  preamble  to  the  refolu- 
tlon  of  Congrefs  paifed  the  loth,  brought  in  a  draught  which  was 
read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  confideratlon  thereof  be  poftponed  till  to= 
morrow. 

A  letter  of  the  4th  from  Edmund  Pendleton,  prefident  of  the; 
committee  of  fafety  of  Virginia,  was  laid  before  Congrefs  and 
read. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported  that  there  is  due. 

To  A.  C.  Hanfon,  for  the  expences  of  two  gentlemen,  a  private 
foldier,  and  a  fervant,  on  an  expedition  to  New  York,  the  fum  of 
76.4  dollars  : 

-  To  Rachel  Stille,  for  boarding  prifoners  now  in  Trenton,  and 
including  captain  Chafe's  bill  of  8.5  dollars,  and  a  bill  of  waggon- 
ao-e,  the  fum  of  290.9  dollars  : 

To  Robert  Erwin,  waggon  mafter,  for  waggonage  of  powder 
from  Egg  harbour  to  Philadelphia,  t\\t  fum  of  247  dollars  : 

To  Frede-vlck  Bicking,  for  paper  for  the  continental  bills  of 
credit,  the  fum  of  1 109.3  dollars: 

'  To  Gunning  Bedford,  deputy  mufter  mafter  general,  for  his 
pay  and  expences  to  the  17th  April  latt,  the  fum  of  455*6  dollars: 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  confideratlon  of  the  refolution  reported 
from  the  committee  of  the  whole,  and  after  debate,  the  determina- 
tion thereof,  at  the  requeft  of  a  colony,  was  poftponed  till  to- 
morrow. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Tuesday,  May  14,  1776. 

A  letter  of  the  nth  from  general  Wafhington  inclofing  fundry 
papers  ;  a  leLter  of  the  3d  from  general  Schuyler;  and  a  letter  of 
the  9th  from  Daniel  Robertfon,  wer^  laid  before  Congrefs  and 
r^ad  : 

Refolved,  That  they  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three. 

The  members  chofen  Mr.  W.  Livingiton,  Mr.  JefFerfon,  and 
Mr.  "[.-Adams.  „  '  The 
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The  committee  to  whom  the'  petition  of  Dr.  Benjamin  Churchy 
now  confined  in  go^A  in  Norwich,  in  the  colony  of  Conne6i:icut, 
and  a  petition  from  Benjamin,  Samuel,  and  Edward  Church,  to- 
gether with  a  certificate  from  phyficians  refpefling  the  dangerous 
itate  of  the  aforefaid  Dr>  Church,  were  referred,  brought  in  their 
report  which  was  read  and  agreed  to  :  whereupon, 

Refoived^  That  Dr.  Benjamin  Church  be  fent  to  the  colony  of 
Maffachufetts  Bay,  and  that  the  council  of  the  faid  colony  be  re- 
queued to  take  a  recognifance  from  him  with  two  good  fureties  in 
fuch  penalty  as  they  fhall  think  fufficient,  not  being  lefs  than  one 
thoufand  pounds  lawful  money,  for  his  appearance  before  fuch 
court  as  fhall  be  ere(B:ed  for  his  trial,  and  at  fuch  time  and  place  as 
fuch  court  fhall  direft,  and  to  abide  the  judgment  of  the  fame  ; 
and  that  they  be  farther  requeiled  to  take  his  parole  not  to  hold  any 
correfpondence  with  the  enemies  of  the  United  Colonies,  or  at 
any  time  to  depart  out  of  the  faid  colon}'-  w^ithout  their  lictnfe; 
and  that  upon  the  performance  thereof,  the  faid  Dr.  Benjamin 
Church  be  fet  at  liberty. 

The  aifembly  of  Rhode  Ifland  having  appointed  two  delegates  to 
reprefcnt  that  colony  in  Cona^refs,  the  credentials  of  their  appoint- 
ment were  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read,  as  follows  : 

(Seal)  "  The  governor  and  company  of  the  Englifh  colony  of 
^"*' — ''  Rhode  Ifland  and  Providence  plantations  in  general  affem- 
bly  convened.  To  Stephen  Hopkins  and  William  Ellery,  Efqrs; 
oreeting  :  Whereas  this  affembly  repofing  fpecial  trufl  and  confi- 
dence in  your  abilities  and  integrity,  have  appointed  you  the  faid 
Stephen  Hopkins  and  William  Ellery,  delegates;  to  reprefent  this 
colony  in  General  Congrefs,  you  are  therefore  hereby  impowered 
to  join  with  the  delegates  of  the  other  United  Colonies  in  Congrefs 
at  Philadelphia,  as  foon  as  conveniently  may  be,  or  at  fuch  time 
and  place  as  fhall  be  agreed  upon  by  the  ^iiajor  part  of  the  dele- 
gates from  the  faid  colonies.  You  are  alfo  authorifed  and  impow- 
ered to  confult  and  advife  with  the  delegates  of  the  faid  colonies  in 
Conprefs,  upon  the  mofl  proper  meafures  for  promoting  and  con- 
firming the  firiftefl:  union  and  confederation  between  the  faid  United 
Colonies,  for  exerting  their  whole  flrength  and  force  to  annoy  the 
common  enemy,  and  to  fecure  the  faid  colonies,  their  rights  and 
liberties  both  civil  and  religious,  whether  by  entering  into  treaties 
•with  any  prince,  flate,  or  potentate,  or  by  fuch  other  prudent  and 
effeftual  ways  and  means  as  fliall  be  devifed  and  agreed  on  ;  and  in 
conjunftion  with  the  delegates  from  the  faid  United  Colonies,  or 
the  major  part  of  them,  to  enter  into  and  adopt  all  fuch  meafures, 
taking  the  greatefl  care  to  fecure  to  this  colony  in  the  flrongeft 
and  mofl  perfect  manner  its  prefent  eflabliflied  form,  and  all  the 
powers  of  government  fo  far  as  relates  to  its  internal  police  and 
conduct  of  our  own  affairs  civil  and  religious.     You  are  alfo  in^ 

ltru6led 
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Arufted  and  directed  to  exert  your  utmoft  abilities  in  carrying  on 
this  jull:  and  neceffary  war,  in  which  we  are  engaged  againft  cruel 
and  unnatural  enemies,  in  the  moil  vigorous  manner,  until  peace 
fhaii  be  rellored  to  the  faid  colonies,  and  their  rights  and  liberties 
fecured  upon  a  folid  and  permanent  bafis.  You  are  alfo  impower- 
ed  to  join  with  the  major  part  of  the  delegates  of  the  faid  United 
Colonies,  in  adjourning  from  time  to  time,  and  to  fuch  place  or 
places  as  {hall  be  thought  proper  for  and  during  one  year.  And  as 
it  may  happen  that  from  ficknefs  or  other  neceffary  caufes  one  of 
you  may  be  abfent  from  Congjrefs,  in  all  fuch  cafes,  the  other  is 
hereby  as  fully  impowered  to  reprefent  the  colony,  as  though  both 
were  prefent  and  agreed  in  fentiment.     May  4,   1776. 

In  behalf  of  the  general  affembly  I  have  hereunto  fet  my  hand, 
and  caufed  the  feal  of  the  colony  to  be  affixed,  the  fixth  day  of  May, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  feventy- 
fix.  NICHOLAS  COOKE,  Governor." 

By  his  honours  command, 
Henry   Ward,   Secretary. 
The  committee  to  whom  the  letter  from  general  Wafhington  of 
the   5th,  and  the  letter  from  captain    Delaplace  of  the  2d,  &c. 
were  referred,  brought  in  their  report,  which  was  taken  into  con- 
fideration  :  whereupon, 

Rcfolviidi  That  as  a  number  of  arms  fit  for  ufe  may  be  bought  oi 
ihe  owners,  who  may  incline  to  fell  them,  general  Wafliington  be 
defired  to  employ  fuch  an  agent  as  he  hath  propofed  to  go  into  any 
of  the  colonies  for  that  purpofe: 

That  a  copy  of  the  letter  from  captain  Delaplace  be  fent  to  major 
general  Schuyler,  and  that  he  be  delired  to  inquire  how  the  things, 
therein  mentioned  to  have  been  left  by  captain  Delaplace,  were 
difpofed  of,  and  what  was  the  value  thereof,  and  report  the  matter 
as  it  (hall  appear  to  him,  to  Congrefs  : 

That  the  cafe  of  captain  Delaplace  is  not  diftinguifhable  from 
that  of  other  prifoners  of  war,  who  are  obliged  to  refund  the  ex- 
pences  of  their  maintenance. 

Refohedy  That  the  fecret  committee  be  dire6led  to  deliver  to  co- 
lonel Jacob  Ford,  jun.  three  tons  of  falt-petre,  to  be  by  him  ma- 
nufa6lured  into  gunpowder  for  the  ufe  of  the  United  Colonies,  oq 
the  fame  terms  as  others  have  agreed  to  manufacture  it : 

That  the  faid  committee  be  directed  to  fell  to  Jofeph  Ellis,  400 
lb.  of  powder,  and  a  quantity  of  iron  ball,  fufficient  for  900  lb.  of 
powder,  for  the  defence  of  the  colony  of  New-Jerfey  : 

That  the  faid  committee  be  directed  to  deliver  to  colonel  Bird, 
200  lb.  of  powder,  to  prove  the  cannon  he  is  making  for  the 
United  Colonies. 

Rc'fohedj  That  the  committee  appointed  to  contract  for  the 
making  of  cannon,  be  direfted  to  employ  proper  perfons  to  attend 
and  fee  the  cannon  proved  : 

That 
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That  an  order  for  2000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  treafurers  in  fa- 
vour of  the  cannon  committee  ;  they  to  be  accountable. 

Congrefs  then  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  report  from  the 
committee  of  the  whole:  whereupon, 

Refolvedf  That  the  five  battalions  now  in  Maflachufetts  Bay  be 
recruited  to  their  full  compliments,  and  that  three  additional  batta- 
lions be  raifed  in  the  eaflern  department  for  the  fervice  of  the  coriti- 
nent,  the  recruits  to  be  taken  into  continental  pay,  fo  foon  as  they 
fhall  be  armed  and  muftered. 

A  letter  of  the  7th  from  general  Lee,  with  fundry  papers  in-^ 
clofed,  was  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read  : 

Refolvedy  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  appointed  to 
take  into  confideration  a  former  letter  of  general  Lee. 

Martin  Strobach,  lieutenant  of  marines,  on  board  the  Hornet, 
iloop,  finding  the  fervice  by  fea  to  difagree  with  him,  and  appre- 
hending he  can  be  of  more  ufe  in  the  land  fervice,  begs  permiJIion 
to  be  difcharged  from  the  prefent  fervice  he  is  engaged  in,  that  he 
may  apply  for  a  lieutenancy  in  the  Pennfylvania  artillery  company, 
where  there  is  a  vacancy,  which  he  is  encouraged  to  make  applica* 
tion  for  : 

Refohedi  That  leave  be  granted  to  difcharge  him. 

Agreeable  to  order,  Congrefs  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of 
the  whole,  to  take  into  their  farther  confideration  the  report  of  the 
committee  on  the  eaftern  department,  &c.  and  after  fome  time 
fpent  thereon,  the  prefident  refumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Harrifon 
reported,  that  the  committee  have  had  under  their  farther  confide- 
ration the  matters  referred  to  them,  and  have  come  to  fundry  refo- 
lutions,  but  that  not  having  yet  finifhed,  they  defired  him  to  move 
for  leave  to  fit  again. 

The  refolutions  reported  from  the  committee  of  the  whole  Con- 
grefs being  read,  were  agreed  to  as  follows  : 

Refolvedy  That  an  additional  major  general  and  brigadier  general 
be  appointed  in  the  continental  army  : 

That  general  Wafhington  be  directed  to  order  a  major  general 
forthwith  to  take  the  command  in  the  eaftern  department,  and  alfo 
that  he  order  a  brigadier  general  on  that  fervice. 

Refolved^  That  the  election  of  the  major  general  and  brigadier 
general  be  poftponed  till  to-morrow. 

Refolved,  That  this  Congrefs  will  to-morrow  again  refolve  itfelf 
into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  confideration  the  re- 
folves  of  the  officers,  and  petition  of  the  committee  of  privates  of 
the  military  aflbciation  of  the  city  and  liberties  of  Philadelphia. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  committee  to 
whom  the  letter  from  the  committee  of  fafety  of  New  Hampfhire 
and  other  papers  from  that  colony  were  referred:  and  thereupon, 

Refolved,  That  orte  battalion  be  raifed  in  New  Hampfhire  for  the 
fervice  of  the  United  Colonies,  and  paid  and  fubfiftcd  on  the  fame 

terms 
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terms  as  the  continental  troops  in  the  eailern  department,  the  faid 
battah'on  to  be  taken  into  continental  pay,  fo  foon  as  they  fhall  be 
armed  and  muttered. 

Kefolved^  That  the  fecret  committee  be  directed  to  fend  to  gene- 
ral Wafhington  the  muflvcts  that  are  at  Newport. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Wednesday,  May  15,   1776. 

Refohedi  That  the  committee  of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania  be  de- 
fired  to  write  to  the  committee  of  fafety  of  Delaware  goverHmeat 
to  fufpend  the  execution  of  the  refolve  of  Gongrefs,  for  exchang- 
ing lieutenant  Ball  for  captain  Budden,  till  farther  orders. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  draught  of  the  preamble 
broup-ht  in  by  the  committee,  which  was  agreed  to  as  follows  ; 

Whereas  his  Britannic  majeily  in  conjunction  with  the  lords  and 
commons  of  Great  Britain  has,  by  a  late  aft  of  parliament,  exclud- 
ed the  inhabitants  of  thefe  United  Colonies  from  the  protediion  of 
his  crown  ;  and  whereas  no  anfwer  whatever  to  the  humble  peti- 
tions of  the  colonies  for  redrefs  of  grievances  and  reconciliation 
with  Great  Britain  has  been  or  is  likely  to  be  given,  but  the  whole 
force  of  that  kinp-dom  aided  by  foreign  mercenarie;?  is  to  be  exert- 
ed for  the  deftru6lion  of  the  good  people  of  thefe  colonies  ;  and 
whereas  it  appears  abfolutely  irreconcileable  to  reafon  and  good 
confcierice  for  the  people  of  thefe  colonies  now  to  take  the  oaths 
and  afnrmations  neceflary  for  the  fupport  of  any  government  under 
the  crown  of  Great  Britain,  and  it  is  necefFary  that  the  exercife  of 
every  kind  of  authority  under  the  faid  crown  fhould  be  totally  fup' 
preffed,  and  all  the  powers  of  government  exerted  under  the  autho- 
rity of  the  people  of  the  colonies,  for  the  prefervation  of  internal 
peace  virtue  and  good  order,  as  well  as  for  the  defence  of  their 
lives,  liberties  and  properties  againft  the  hollile  invafions  and  cruel 
depredations  of  their  enemies,  therefore  refolved  &c. 

Ordered^  That  the  faid  preamble  with  the  refolution  paffed  the 
1 0th  inftant  be  publiihed. 

Refolved,  That  the  fecret  committee  be  directed  to  fell  to  Edward 
Keafby,  100  lb.  of  povsrder,  for  the  ufe  of  the  inhabitants  of  Salem 
county  in  New-Jerfey. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Thursday,  May  16,   1776. 

The  following  letters  were  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read  : 

One  of  the  ifl  from  the  commiffioners  of  Congrefs  in  Canada  : 

One  of  the  loth  from  major  general  Schuyler,  and  one  without 

date  from  general  Wafhington,  inclofmg  a  letter  to  him  from  Dr. 

Stringer.  ,     , 

^  "  Rejolved, 
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Refohedt  That  the  letter  from  Dr.  Stringer  to  general  Wafli- 
ington,  be  referred  to  the  committee  appointed  to  prepare  medi- 
cine chefts: 

That  the  other  letters  be  referred  to  Mr.  W.  Livingfton,  Mr. 
JefFerfon,  and  Mr.  J.  Adams. 

Refolved,  That  the  prefident  write  to  general  Wafhington,  re- 
quefting  him  to  repair  to  Philadelphia  as  foon  as  he  can  conveni- 
ently, in  order  to  confult  with  Congrefs  upon  fuch  meafures  as 
may  be  neceffary  for  the  carrying  on  the  enfuing  campaign. 

Refolved y  That  George  Morgan,  Efq;  be  impowered  to  draw 
for  a  fum  not  exceeding  fix  thoufand  dollars  to  pay  for  the  goods 
he  is  ordered  to  purchafe,  and  for  defraying  incidental  charges, 
the  fame  to  be  paid  out  of  the  ten  thoufand  dollars  voted  for  the 
eommiffioners  of  Indian  affairs  in  the  middle  department. 

Whereas  captain  Richard  Butler,  by  accepting  the  office  of  a- 
gent  in  the  middle  deparment  of  indians,  has  loll  the  opportunity 
of  being  appointed  a  captain  in  the  continental  fervice  ; 

Refolved,  That  Congrefs  will  as  foon  as  polTible  compenfate  for 
that  difappointment  to  him,  by  fome  promotion  in  their  fervice. 

Congrefs  then  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  major  general  and 
brigadier  general  in  the  continental  army,  and  the  ballots  being 
taken  and  examined  ; 

Horatio  Gates,  Efq;  was  ele6^ed  major  general,   and 
Thomas  Mifflin,  Efq;  brigadier  general. 

Refolved,  That  Mr.  Duane  be  added  to  the  flanding  committee 
for  indian  affairs. 

A  petition  from  Jofeph  Carfon  and  Jofeph  Donaldfon  was  pre- 
fented  to  Congrefs  and  read :  Whereupon, 

Refolved,  That  the  fecret  committee  be  diredled  to  fell  to  the 
petitioners  50  lb.  of  powder. 

Refolved,  That  two  of  the  additional  battalions  ordered  on  the 
14th  to  be  ralfed  in  the  eaftern  department,  be  raifed  one  in  MafTa- 
chufetts  Bay,  and  the  other  in  Connecticut : 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  general  alfemblles  of  Maflachu- 
fetts  Bay  and  Connedlicut,  to  endeavour  to  have  the  battalions  in- 
lifted  for  two  years,  unlefs  fooner  difcharged  by  Congrefs  ;  in 
which  cafe  the  men  to  be  allowed  one  months  pay  on  their  dif- 
charge  ;  but  if  the  men  cannot  be  prevailed  on  to  inlift  for  two 
years,  that  they  be  inlifted  for  one  ;  and  that  they  be  ordered,  as 
foon  as  raifed  and  armed,  to  march  immediately  to  Bofton. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  letters  from  general  Wafhington 
of  the  25th  and  26th  of  April,  and  the  cafe  of  Alexander  Rofs, 
and  the  letter  from  general  Lee  were  referred,  brought  in  their  re- 
port, which  v^'as  read. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  letter  from  general  Wafliington  of 
the  nth,  and  the  letter  from  general  Schuyler  of  the  3d,  and 
that  from  captain  Robertfon  of  the  9th,  with  other  papers  were 
referired,  brought  in  their  report,  which  was  read*  The 
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The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  pofl:poned» 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Saturday. 

Saturday,  May    i8,    1776. 

A  letter  of  the  17th  from  general  Wafliington,  and  three  from 
the  commiffioners  in  Canada  of  the  6th,  8th  and  loth,  were  laid 
before  Congrefs  and  read. 

Refolved,  That  the  committee  to  whom  the  former  letter  from 
"^^  commifiioners  was  referred  be  augmented  to  the  number  of 
eight,  and  that  thefe  letters  be  referred  to  them  : 

The  additional  members  chofen,  Mr.  R.  Morris,  Mr.  Duanc 
Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  Mr.  Rutledge,  and  Mr.  R.  R.  Livingfton. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  confideration  of  gene- 
ral Lee's  letters  of  the  1 9th  April  and  7th  of  May,  brought  in 
their  report,  which  was  agreed  to  :  whereupon, 

Refolved,  That  general  Lee's  fcheme  of  fending  through  the  co- 
lony of  Virginia  to  purchafe  riffles,  be  and  is  approved  : 

That,  as  the  colony  of  Virginia  is  interfe6led  with  many  naviga- 
ble rivers,  fix  gallies  be  built  for  the  proteAion  of  the  troops  in 
their  tranfportation  acrofs  the  faid  rivers,  at  the  continental  ex- 
pence,  on  as  cheap  terms  as  the  bufinefs  for  which  they  are  intend- 
ed will  admit  of;  that  fuch  other  defence  of  the  rivers  and  bays,  as 
fhall  be  requifile  for  the  colony  be  at  the  particular  charge  of  the 
inhabitants  thereof:  And  that  general  Lee  or  the  commanding 
officer  in  Virginia  tranfmit  to  Congrefs  as  early  as  poflible  an  ac- 
count of  the  expence  which  fhall  be  incurred  in  confequence  of  this 
refolution  : 

That  general  Lee  or  the  commanding  officer  in  Virginia  be  di- 
rected fo  fet  on  foot  the  railing  of  two  companies  of  carpenters  to 
confiil  of  houfe  and  (hip  builders  : 

That  general  Lee  be  permitted  to  order  rations  and  forrage  for 
fuch  voiunteeys  of  horfe  not  exceeding  500  as  fhall  think  proper  to 
attend  the  fervice  of  their  country  in  the  continental  army,  agreea- 
ble to  general  Lee's  requeft  and  propofal: 

That  captain  Dohicky  Arundel's  journey  to  Virginia  be  at  his 
owiT,  not  continental  expence: 

That  the  pay  of  the  deputy  engineers  be  raifed  to  30  dollars  a 
month,  and  that  they  be  allowed  rations  for  themfelves  and  for- 
rage for  their  horfes,  when  in  camp,  or  neceflarily  abfent  on  con- 
tinental duty  : 

That  a  continental  hofpital  be  eftablifhed  in  Virginia,  and  a  di- 
re6lor  to  the  fame  immediately  appointed  by  Congrefs  : 

That  the  fcheme  of  adding  two  fubalterns  and  forty  privates  to 
the  company  of  artillery  be  adopted : 

.  That  the   circumflances  of  affairs  in  the  middle  and  eaflern  de- 
partment will  not  admit  of  Mr.  Smith  being  fent  to  general  Lee  : 

That  Thomas  Bullet,  Efq;  the  deputy  adjutant  general  in  Vir- 
ginia be  advanced  to  the  rank  of  colonel  : 
^  .    That 
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That  from  the  uncertainty  of  the  enemy's  defign  and  the  num- 
ber of  regiments  ah-eady  fent  into  Canada,  it  will  be  inexpedient, 
at  prefent,  to  order  any  of  the  troops  raifed  in  Pennfylvania  or  the: 
colonies  eailward  thereof  to  the  fouthern  department,  nor  can  Con- 
grefs  at  prefent  fupply  fuch  troops  as  are  raifed  in  Virginia  with 
iire  arms  ;  but  that  general  Lee's  application  on  this  fubje6l  be  at- 
tended to  fo  foon  as  an  importation  fufficiently  confiderable  will 
admit  of  his  being  fupplyed  ;  and  that  he  be  affured  Conerefs  will 
co-operate  and  aid  him  with  their  power  to  render  efFeftual  h:s  lau- 
dable endeavours  to  eftablilb  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  good 
people  of  this  continent. 

The  Congrefs  then  proceeded  to  the  elev!^ion  of  a  director  of  the 
hofpital  in  Virginia,  and  the  ballots  being  taken, 
William  Rickman  was  ele6led. 

Refohed,  That  the  hofpital  in  Virginia  be  on  the  fame  eftabllfh- 
ment,  and  the  pay  of  the  officers  thereof  the  fame,  as  the  hofpital 
citabliftied  in  the  eaftern  department : 

That  two  furgeons,  one  apothecary,  fix  mates,  one  clerk,  one 
florekeeper,  and  a  nurfe  to  every  ten  fick,  with  labourers  occafion- 
ally  when  neceflary  be  allowed  to  the  hofpital  in  Virginia  : 

That  the  direfior  be  impowered  to  nominate  the  furgeons  and  a= 
pothecary : 

That  the  mates  be  appointed  by  the  furgeons,  and  that  the  num- 
ber of  the  mates  be  diminiihed  as  circumllances  will  admit,  lor 
which  reafon  the  pay  is  fixed  by  the  day,  that  they  may  only  re- 
ceive pay  for  attual  fervice. 

Refolvedy  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  convention  of  Virginia 
to  raife  a  battalion  of  riffle  men,  on  the  fame  terms  as  the  other 
battalions  raifed  in  that  colony,  to  be  taken  Into  the  pay  of  the 
continent,  when  armed  and  muftered. 

Refolved,  That  general  Wafhlngton  be  direfted,  if  the  fervice 
will  permit,  to  ftation  a  battalion  at  Amboy. 

A  petition  from  Jof.  Trumbull,  commiflfary  general,  was  pre- 
fented  to  Congrefs  and  read  : 

Refolved^  That  It  be  referred  to  the  committee  for  fuperintending 
the  treafury. 

The  fecret  committee  having  informed  Congrefs  of  the  arrival  of 
one  of  the  vefiels  fitted  out  at  the  expence  of  the  continent,  and 
that  (he  has  brought  her  returns  In  cafii  : 

Refolved^  That  the  fecret  committee  be  directed  to  give  orders 
for  fending  the  faid  cafh  with  all  convenient  difpatch  to  the  com- 
miffioners  in  Canada  : 

That  the  hard  money  in  the  treafury  be  Immediately  forwarded 
to  general  Schuyler. 

The  fecret  committee  laid  before  Congrefs  a  letter  from  Mr. 
Langdon,  and  the  fame  being  read: 

Refolved,  That  it  be   referred  to  the  committee  of  fecret  corre- 
Voj-.  IL  Z  fpondence^ 
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fpondence,  and  that  the  faid  committee  be  direftedto  apply  to  the 
marine  committee  for  the  ufe  of  one  or  more  of  the  continental 
fleet ;  and  that  they  fend  the  fame  to  the  French  Weft  India 
iflands,  in  order  to  procure,  if  poffible,  a  number  of  mullcets  not 
exceeding  10,000. 

A  petition   from  Ignace  Labal  was  prefented  to  Congrefs  and 

read: 

Refelved,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  commiffioners  for  Indian  af- 
fairs in  the  middle  department,  who  are  direded  to  examine  his, 
claim  and  pay  him,  out  of  the  money  put  into  their  hands,  what 
they  (hall  judge  jultly  due  to  him. 

B.efolved,  That  Mrs.  Connolly  be  direded  not  to  leave  Philadel- 
phia till  farther  orders  of  Congrefs. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

Monday,  May  20,  1776. 

Lyman  Hall  and  Button  Gwinnet,  Efqrs;  two  of  the  delegates 
from  Georgia  attended  and  produced  their  credentials,  which  were 
read  as  follows  : 

«  In  Congrefs,  Savannah,  February  2,  1776,  Refolved,  That 
five  perfons  be  eleded  to  reprefent  this  province  in  the  Continental. 
Congrefs,  for  the  term  of  nine  months.  Refolved,  That  it  be  re- 
commended, that  three  of  the  delegates  do  proceed  with  all  poffible 
difpatch  to  Philadelphia,  and  that  they  be  a  quorum  ;  provided  ne- 
verthelels,  that  in  cafe  three  fhall  not  attend  by  ficknefs  or  other- 
wife,  one  or  more  of  the  delegates  being  prefent,  fhall  be  compe- 
tent to  reprefent  this  province,  notwithftandlng.  The  Congrefs 
proceeded  to  ballot  for  the  eleftion  of  delegates,  when,  on  clofing 
the  poll,  it  appeared  that  Archibald  Bullock,  John  Houftoun, 
Lyman  Hall,  Button  Gwinnet,  and  George  Walton,  Efqrs;  were 
duly  eleded,  and  were  accordingly  declared  as  fit  perfons  to  repre- 
fent this  province  in  the  Grand  Continental  Congrefs. 

Atrus  Crpy,  Edward  Langworthy,  Secretary." 

A  letter  of  the  lOth  from,  major  general  Lee  at  Williamfburg, 
with  three  papers  inclofcd,  was  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read  : 

Refolved,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  five  :  ' 

The  members  chofen  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  Mr.  Wilfon,  Mr.  Mid- 
dleton,  Mr.  Paine,  and  Mr.  Woolcot. 

Certain  refolutions  of  the  convention  of  South-Carolina,  refped- 
in^  the  battalions  raifed  in  that  colony  ;  alfo  certain  refolutions 
pafled  by  the  general  affembly  of  the  faid  colony,  refpefting  the 
manner  in  which  commiffioners  coming  from  England  are  to  be 
received  and  treated  in  that  colony,  were  laid  before  Congrefs  and 
read. 

Ref'Aved,  That  the  refolutions  refpedling  the  battalions,  be  re- 
ferred to  a  committee  of  ^I'ft : 

The 
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The  members  chofen  Mr.  John  Adams,  Mr.  Shermarij  Mr. 
Floyd,  Mr.  W.  Livingllon,  and  Mr.  Morton. 

The  proceedings  of  the  committee  of  fecret  ccrrefpondence  were 
read. 

Congrefs  then  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to 
take  into  their  farther  confideration  the  ftate  of  the  United  Colo- 
nies, and,  after  fome  time,  the  prefident  refumed  the  chair,  and 
Mr.  Harrifon  reported,  that  the  committee  had  taken  into  their  far- 
ther confideration  the  matter  referred  to  them,  but,  not  having  come 
to  a  conclufion,  dellred  him  to  move  for  leave  to  fit  again. 

Refolved^  That  Congrefs  will  to-morrow  again  refolve  itfelf  into 
a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  their  farther  confideration 
the  ftate  of  the  United  Colonies. 

Refolved,  That  Mr.  Rutledge,  at  his  requeft,  be  difcharged 
from  ferving  on  the  marine  committee,  and  that  Mr.  Middleton  be 
a  member  of  the  faid  committee  in  his  ftead. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Tuesday,  May  21,    1776. 

Sundry  letters  and  papers  were  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read,  viz. 

Three  letters  from  general  Wafliington  of  the  18th,  19th,  and 
20th,  inclofing  lundry  letters  and  papers  of  intelligence  from  Eng- 
land, and  a  copy  of  the  treaties  made  by  his  Britannic  majefty  with 
the  duke  of  Brunfwick  for  4084  of  his  troops  ;  wiih  the  landgrave 
of  Heile  Caffel  for  12000  of  his  troops  ;  and  with  the  count  of  Ha- 
nau  for  6'^>8  of  his  troops  : 

A  letter  from  William  Palfrey,  with  a  copy  of  his  weekly  ac- 
count : 

A  letter  from  John  Langdon  to  general  Wafiiington  : 

A  petition  from  Samuel  Auftin,  John  Rowe,  S.  Pattridge,  Sa- 
muel Dalhwood,  and  John  Scolly  of  Bofton  : 

Refolved^  That  the  faid  letters  and  papers  and  petition  be  refer  ^ 
red  to  a  committee  of  five  ;  that  the  laid  com.mittee  be  directed  to 
extraft  and  publifh  the  treaties  and  fuch  parts  of  the  intelligences  as 
they  think  proper;  alfo  to  confider  of  an  adequate  reward  for  the 
perfon  who  brought  the  intelligence ;  and  that  they  prepare  an 
addrefs  to  the  foreign  mercinaries  who  are  coming  to  Invade  Ame- 
rica : 

The  members  chofen  Mr.  J.  Adams,  Mr.  W.  Livingfton,  Mr. 
JefFerfon,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  and  Mr.  Sherman. 

Congrefs  took  Into  confideration  the  report  refpe£llng  prifoners, 
which  was  agreed  to  as  follows  : 

Refolved,  That  all  prifoners  taken  in  arms  on  board  any  prize, 
be  deemed  prifoners,  to  be  taken  care  of  by  the  fupreme  executive 
power  in  each  colony  to  which  they  are.  brought,  whether  the 
prize  be  taken  by  veffels  fitted  out  by  the  continent,  or  by  others  : 

That  fuch  as  are  taken  be  treated  as  prifoners  of  war,  but  with 
humanity,  and  be  allowed  the  fame  rations  as  the  troops  in  the  fer- 

vlce 
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vice  of  the  United  Colonies  ;  but  that  fuch  as  are  officers  fupply 
themfelves  and  be  allowed  to  draw  bills  to  pay  for  their  fubfiftance 
and  cloathing: 

That  officers  made  prifoners  in  the  land  fervice  be  allowed  the 
fame  indulgence  : 

That  the  officers  be  not  permitted  to  refide  in  or  near  any  fea 
port  town,  nor  public  poll  road,  and  that  the  officers  and  privates 
be  not  fufFered  to  refide  in  the  fame  places  : 

That  in  cafe  the  officers  cannot  draw  or  fell  their  bills,  the  Con- 
grefs  will  allow  for  each  of  them  Two  Dollars  a  week,  for  board 
and  lodgings,  to  be  repaid  by  faid  officers  before  they  are  releafed 
from  their  captivity : 

That  no  tavern  keepers  fupply  any  officers  who  are  prifoners,  on 
the  credit  of  the  continent: 

That  the  capitulations  entered  into  with  prifoners  at  the  time  of 
their  furrender  be  punctually  obferved  : 

That  fuch  officers  as  furrender  prifoners  of  war  be  put  on  their 
parole,  unlefs  Congrefs  fhall  otherwife  direct  : 

That  the  FORMof  thePAROLE  beas  follows: 

I    — being  made  a  prifoner  of  war,  by  the    army   of  the 

Thirteen  United  Colonies,  in  North- America,  do  promife  and  en- 
gage, on  my  word  and   honour,  and  on  the  faith  of  a  gentleman, 

to  depart  from  hence  to  — in  the  province  of being 

the  place  of  my  deilination  and  refidence,  and  there,  or  within  fix 
miles  thereof,  to  remain  during  the  prefent  war  between  Great- 
Britain  and  the  faid  United  Colonies,  or  until  the  Congrefs  of  the 
faid  United  Colonies,  or  the  affembly,  convention,  or  commit- 
tee or  council  of  fafety  of  the  faid  colony  (hall  order  otherwife  ; 
and  that  I  will  not  direftly  or  indireftly  give  any  intelligence 
■whatfoever  to  the  enemies  of  the  United  Colonies,  or  do  or  fay  any 
thing  in  oppofition  to,  or  in  prejudice  of  the  meafures  and  proceed- 
ings of  any  Congrefs  for  the  faid  colonies  during  the  prefent  trou- 
bles, or  until  I  am  duly  exchanged  or  difcharged.  Given  under 
my  hand,  this  day  of  A.   D.    1776. 

That  the  faid  parole  be  figned  by  the  officers  : 

That  fuch  as  refufe  to  fubfcribe  the  parole  be  committed  to  pri- 
fon  : 

That  David  Franks,  Efq;  agent  to  the  contractors  for  victual- 
ling the  troops  of  the  king  of  Great-Britain,  be  permitted  to  fup- 
ply the  prifoners  with  provifions  and  other  neceffiiries,  and  to  fell 
his  bills  for  fuch  fums  of  money  as  are  neceffary  for  that  purpofe  : 

And  to  enable  him  to  do  this  to  the  fatisfaftion  of  his  employers, 
that  a  commiffioned  officer  be  permitted  once  a  month  to  vifit  the 
prifoners  fo  victualled  and  fupplied,  in  order  to  count  their  numbers 
and  certify  the  rolls  : 

That   fuch  of  the   prifoners  as  are   not  fupplied  by  Mr.  Franks, 

be  furnifhed   with  provifions  not  exceeding  the   rations  allowed  to 

privates  in  the  fervice  of  the  continent.  That 
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That  the  women  and  children  belonging  to  prifoners  be  furnifh- 
ed  with  fubfiftance,  and  fupplied  with  firing  and  other  things  abfo- 
kitely  neceffary  for  their  fupport  : 

That  no  prifoners  be  inlifted  in  the  continental  army  : 

That  the  prifoners  be  permitted  to  exercife  their  trades  and  to 
labour  in  order  to  fupport  themfelves  and  families: 

That  the  committees  of  infped:ion  and  obfervation,  for  thecoun- 
tiss,  diftri6ls  or  towns,  affigned  for  the  refidence  of  prifoners,  be 
impowered  to  fuperintend  their  condu6l,  and  in  cafes  of  grofs  mif- 
behaviour  to  confine  them,  and  report  to  their  refpe6live  aifemblies, 
convention  or  committees  or  council  of  fafety  the  proceedings  had 
on  fuch  occafions  : 

That  a  lift  of  the  prifoners  in  each  colony  be  made  out  by  the 
committees  of  the  counties,  towns  or  diftri6ts  where  they  refide, 
and  tranfmitted  to  the  aifembly,  convention,  or  council  or  commit- 
tee of  fafety  of  fuch  colony  refpedlively,  who  fhall  fend  a  copy 
thereof  to  Congrefs  : 

That  the  faid  aflemblics,  conventions,  and  committees  or  coun- 
cils of  fafety  be  impowered  to  contra6t  with  proper  perfons  for  the. 
moft  reafonable  terms  for  fupplying  fuch  of  the  prifoners,  their 
wives  and  children,  in  their  refpevSlive  colony  as  are  not  fupplied  by 
Mr.  Franks: 

That  the  faid  afiemblies,  conventions,  and  committees  or  coun- 
cils of  fafety,  be  authorized  and  requefted  to  take  the  paroles  of 
the  officers,  and  to  caufe  a  ftri6l  obfervance  of  the  terms  on  which 
they  are  enlarged,  and  alfo  to  take  efpecial  care  that  none  of  thofe 
confined  by  order  of  the  Congrefs,  be  fulfered  to  efcape  ;  alfo  to 
advance  the  allowance  of  Two  Dollars  a  week  to  each  of  the  officers 
who  cannot  draw  or  fell  their  bills  and  to  draw  for  the  fame  on  the 
prefident  of  the  Congrefs  : 

That  the  faid  afiemblies,  conventions,  committees  or  councils  of 
of  fafety  of  the  colonies  refpeftively  in  which  prifoners  are  or 
fhall  chufe  or  be  appointed  to  refide,  be  impowered  to  remove  fuch 
prifoners  from  place  to  place  within  the  fame  colonies,  as  often  as  to 
fuch  afiemblies,  conventions,  committees  or  councils  of  fafety  it 
fliall  feem  proper,  having  regard  to  the  former  refolutions  of  Con- 
grefs concerning  prifoners. 

The  committee,  to  whom  the  letter  of  the  loth  from  general 
Lee  was  referred,  brought  in  their  report,  which  was  read,  and 
after  fome  debate  ; 

Refolvedf  That  the  farther  confideration  thereof  be  poftponed 
till  the  arrival  of  general  Wafiiin^ton. 

A  letter  from  Allan  M'Donald  a  prifoner  at  Reading,  to  John 
Nixon,  Efq;  prefident  of  the  committee  of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania, 
was  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  letters  from  general  Wafiiington, 
major  general  Schuyler,  and  the  commiffioners  in  Canada  were  re- 
ferred, brought  in  their  report,  which  was  read.  Refolved, 
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Refolved,  That  the  confideration  thereof  be  poftponed  till  to  •- 
morrow. 

The  committee  for  fuperintending  the  treafury,  to  whom  it  was 
referred  to  confider  and  report  a  plan  for  carrying  into  efFedl  the 
refolution  of  Congrefs  for  emitting  five  millions  of  dollars,  brought 
in  their  report,  which  was  read  : 

Refolvcdi  That  the  confideration  thereof  be  poftponed  till  to- 
morrow. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Wednesday,  May  22,   1776. 

A  petition  from  James  M' Knight  was  prefented  to  Congrefs  and 
read. 

A  report  being  made  on  the  petition  of  P.  Simons,  the  fame 
was  taken  into  confideration  :  whereupon, 

Refohedi  That  it  appears  James  M' Knight  hath  proceeded  in 
the  fale  of  the  floop  Sally  and  her  cargo,  contrary  to  the  mode  pre- 
fcribed,  and  without  any  authority  from  Congrefs  : 

That  the  refolution  palled  the  4th  of  April,  "  impowering  the 
committee  of  infpe£lion  and  obfervation  of  the  county  of  Burling- 
ton, to  make  fale  of  the  floop  Sally  aud  the  cargo  on  board,  and 
to  pay  one  half  of  the  net  proceeds  to  James  M' Knight  for  falvage, 
and  retain  the  other  half  for  the  owner  or  owners,"  be  fet  afide. 

Refolved,  That  it  be  an  inftruftion  to  the  marine  committee,  to 
procure  an  exa6l  account  of  the  number  and  weight  of  the  cannon 
lately  taken  at  Providence. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  report  on  the  letters 
from  general  AVafhington  &c.  received  the  16th  and  i8th,  where- 
upon 

Refohsdy  That  the  inflruftions  given  to  Mr.  Price  by  major 
general  Schuyler  be  approved  :  That  general  Schuyler  be  directed 
to  take  any  farther  meafures  for  fupplying  the  army  in  Canada 
with  provifiohs,  which  his  prudence  may  fuggeft,  in  which  Con- 
grefs place  the  higheft  confidence  : 

That  general  Schuyler  be  informed  of  the  difficulty  of  procuring 
fpecie,  and  direded,  as  far  as  poflible  to  remedy  that  inconveni- 
ence by  purchafing  fuch  necelfaries,  as  can  be  obtained  in  thefe  co- 
lonies, and  to  appoint  ftorekeepers  and  other  officers  for  the  fale 
and  diftribution  thereof  : 

That  general  Schuyler  be  informed  that  Congrefs  have  in  view 
thefe  two  great  objeds,  the  protedlion  and  affiftance  of  our  Canadi- 
an friends,  and  the  fecuring  fo  much  of  that  country  as  may  pre- 
vent any  communication  between  our  enemies  and  the  Indians  : 
The  means  of  effeding  thefe  purpofes  by  fortifying  proper  pofts, 
building  armed  veffcls  where  moft  expedient,  opening  roads  of 
communication    or   otherwifc,  are  left  to  the  determination  of  a  • 

council 
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council  or  councils  of  war,  governing  themfelves  by  events  and 
their  knowledge  of  the  country  : 

That  general  Wafhington  or  the  commanding  officer  at  New- 
York,  be  direfted  to  fend  from  thence  to  Ticonderoga  fo  many 
light  cannon  as  will  be  fufficlent  to  arm  the  velTels  now  in  lake 
Champlain  : 

That  the  attention  of  the  commiffioners  in  Canada  to  the  refto- 
ration  of  order  and  difcipline,  and  to  the  punifliment  of  thofe  by 
whom  they  are  violated,  deferves  the  approbation  of  Congrefs  : 

That  the  fpecie  now  in  the  treafury,  and  as  much  more  as  can 
be  procured,  not  exceeding  the  fum  of  one  hundred  thoufand  dol- 
lars, be  immediately  remitted  to  the  commiffioners  for  the  pay- 
ment of  debts  due  from  thefc  colonies  in  Canada,  and  for  the  pre- 
fervation  of  public  credit: 

That  the  commiffioners  in  Canada  be  directed,  ifneceffary,  to 
appoint  proper  perfons  to  colle6l  and  audit  the  public  accounts  in 
that  province  : 

That  the  commiffioners  in  Canada  and  general  Schuyler  be  In- 
formed^ that  we  cannot  give  them  any  affiirance  of  maintaining 
our  army  there  by  hard  money,  but  that  this  ought  not  to  dif- 
courage  our  operations,  Congrefs  being  determined  to  fend  from 
thefe  colonies  fupplies  of  provifions  and  all  other  necefiaries,  if 
hard  money  cannot  be  obtained  ;  and  that  in  the  mean  time  the 
beft  endeavours  fhall  be  ufed  to  procure  the  fum  of  one  hundred 
thoufand  dollars  : 

That  fome  perfon  or  perfons  be  employed  by  the  prefident  In 
New-Eugland,  as  an  agent  or  agents  to  procure  if  poffible,  hard 
money  to  the  amount  of  one  hundred  thoufand  dollars,  and  as  foon 
as  a  confiderable  fum  is  obtained,  the  faid  agents  be  direfted  to 
tranfmit  the  fame  to  the  commiffioners  of  Congrefs  in  Canada,  for 
the  ufe  of  the  army  there,  and  in  cafe  of  the  abfence  of  the  com- 
miffioners, the  fame  to  be  delivered  to  the  deputy  pay  mafter  general: 

That  fuch  prefents  be  made  to  the  Indians  on  the;  delivery  of 
the  hatchet,  as  the  commiffioners  in  Canada  think  prudent  : 

That  500,000  dollars  be  fent  as  foon  as  poffible  to  general  Schuy- 
ler. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported  that  there  is  due 

On  fundry  certificates  exhibited  by  Jofeph  Donaldfon,  the  fum 
of  467.6  dollars,  and  that  the  fame  ought  to  be  paid  to  Robert 
M'Pherfon,  Efq;  and 
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To  Robert  Erwin,  waggon  mafler,  for  tranfporting  falt-petre 
from  Egg-Harbour,  the  fum  of  1 17.4  dollars: 

To  Robert  Patton  for  163  days  attendance  as  a  meflenger,  the 
fun\  of  108.7  dollars: 

To  Hugh  Hodge  for  medicines  for  the  third  Pennfylvania  bat- 
talion, the  film  of  27.4  dollars  : 

To  Samuel  Kennedy,  furgeon  to  the  fourth  Pennfylvania  batta- 
lion, the  fum  of  14.  i  dollars  : 

To  Michael  Whitman  for  provifions  furnifhed  prifoners  from 
St.  John's,  the  fum  of  ^  i:  1.5:  6:  Pennfylvania  cvirrency,  and  that 
the  fame  ought  to  be  paid  to  Adam  Kimmel,  together  with  two 
thirds  of  a  dollar  omitted  to  be  charged  in  a  former  account  ren- 
dered by  him,  the  whole  amounting  to  5.3  dollars: 

On  feveral  accounts  rendered  by  major  Nicholas  Haufegger  for 
neceiTaries  for  the  fourth  Pennfylvania  battalion,  the  fum  of  203.7 
dollars,  and  that  the  fame  ought  to  be  paid  to  him  : 

To  Chriftian  Levy  for  a  riffle,  the  fum  of  8  dollars,  which  ought 
to  be  charged  to  captain  Nelfon. 

To  major  Nicholas  Haufegger  for  divers  expences  paid  by  him, 
the  fum  of  34.4  dollars  : 

To  John  Barnes  for  boarding  ofHcers,  prifoners,  at  Trenton,  the 
fum  of  77  3  dollars,  of  which  fum, 

Dr.  Nuddlefton  to  be  charged  with  24  dollars. 

I.-ieutenant  Namar,  -  24  do. 

Major  Regonville,  16  do. 

Lieutenant  Symes,  13.3  do. 

On  feveral  accounts  exhibited  by  Lewis  Gordon,  Efq;  for  fun- 
dry  neceiTaries  furnifned  by  Northampton  committee  to  captain 
Nelfon's  and  captain  Craig's  companies,  the  fum  of  131C.1  dollars, 
of  which  there  ought  to   be  charged 

To   captain   Craig's   com-pany,  1205.7  dollars. 

And  to  captain  Nelfon's  company,  7.2  dollars. 

the  remainder  to  the  continent  : 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

Refolved,  That  general  Wafhington  be  impowcred  to  appoint  an 
aflifteint  clerk  to  his  fecretary  with  the  pay  of  40  dollars  per  month, 

Refolvedi  That  an  order  for  10500  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  trea- 
furers  in  favour  of  the  delegates  of  Connefticut,  to  be  by  them 
tranfraitted  to  the  governor  and  council  of  the  faid  colony,  for  the 
ufe  of  the  battalion  ordered  to  be  raifed  there  by  a  refolution  of  the 
]6th  inftant,  the  faid  governor  and  council  to  be  accountable. 

That  an  order  for  2  i  ,000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  treafurers  In 
favour  of  the  delegates  of  Maffachufetts-Bay,  to  be  by  them  tranf- 
niitted  to  the  affembly  of  the  faid  colony,  for  the  ufe  of  the  two  bat- 
talions ordered  to  be  raifed  there  by  the  refolution  above  mentioned, 
the  faid  affembly  to  be  accountable. 

That 
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That  the  pay  of  the  faid  three  battalions  commence  from  the 
time  they  are  armed  and  muftered: 

That  an  order  for  10500  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  treafurers,  in 
favour  of  the  delegates  of  New-Hampfhire',  to  be  then  tranfmitted 
to  the  council  of  the  faid  colony,  for  the  ufe  of  the  battalion  or- 
dered to  be  raifed  there,  by  a  refolution  of  the  14th  inftant,  the 
faid  council  to  be  accountable. 

The  Conajrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  commit- 
tee for  fuperintending  the  treafury  ;  whereupon, 

Refolvedy  That  the  five  millions  of  dollars  directed  to  be  emitted 
In  continental  bills  of  credit,  fhall  confiil  of  the  following  denomi* 
nations : 

138889     *■     -     of   I   dollar. 
138889     -     -     of  2  dollars. 
138889     -     -     of  3  dollars, 

138888  -     -     of  4  dollars* 
1388S9     -     -     of  5   dollars* 

138889  -     -     of  6  dollarsi 
138889     -     -     of  7  dollars.- 
138889     -     -     of  8  dollars. 

That  the  infpe£lors  of  the  pref^  for  the  laft  emilllon,  be  dire6t° 
ed  and  authorifed  to  perform  that  fervice  for  the  prefent  emifiionj, 
being  firft  qualified  agreeable  to  the  refolution  of  Congrefs,  paffed 
the  2  ill  February  lail: 

That  the  gentlemen  appointed  to  fign  and  number  the  bills  of 
credit  of  the  lail  emifiion,  be  authorifed  to  fign  and  number  the 
bills  of  credit  of  five  millions  of  dollars  now  agreed  to  be  emitted, 
taking  before  they  fhall  enter  upon  their  cifice,  the  oath  or  afiir- 
matlon  prefcribed  by  the  refolution  of  Congrefs  of  the  9th  of 
March  laft  : 

That  the  plates  engraved  for  the  two  laft  emiflions,  ftiall  be  ufed 
in  the  emiffion  now  direded,  and  that  the  bills  be  exprefled  in  the 
following  words : 

,I)ollar 

This  bill  intitlcij  the  bearer  to  receive  Spanifh  milled  dol- 

lars, or  the  value  thereof  in  gold  or  filver,  according  to  a  refolution 
of  Congrefs,  paffed  at  Philadelphia  the  9th  of  May,    1776. 

That  the  faid  bills  be  figned  by  two  figners,  and  each  different 
4enomination  numbered  from  number  one,  progreffively. 

The  committee,  appointed  to  examine  and 'afcertain  the  value  of 
the  feveral  fpecies  of  gold  and  filver  coins,  current  in  thefe  colonies, 
and  the  proportions  they  ought  refpedlively  to  bear  to  Spanifh  mil- 
led dollars,  brought  in  their  report,   which  was  read  : 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow* 

,  Vol.  II.  A  a  Thursday, 
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Thursday,  May  23,   1776. 
Refolvedf  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  coii^fer  witlt 
general  Wafliington,  major  general  Gates,  and  brigadier  general 
Mifflin,  upon   the  moft  fpeedy  and  effedual  means  for  fupporting 
the  American  caufe  in  Canada: 

The  members  chofen  Mr.  Harrifon,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  Mr.  J. 
Adams,  Mr.  Wilfon,  and  Mr.  Rutledge. 

Refohed,  That  the  committee  appointed  to  contraft  for  the 
makiag  fire  arms,  be  direded  to  order  the  manager  of  the  conti- 
nental fa6lory  of  fire  arms  at  Lancafter,  and  the  manager  of  the 
gun  lock  fadory  at  Trenton,  to  deliver  to  colonel  Shee  or  his  or- 
der, all  the  mufeets  and  gun  locks  that  each  of  them  may  have  rea- 
dy, in  order  to  the  more  expeditious  arming  the  continental  batta- 
lion under  his  command  : 

That  the  faid  committee  be  dirt  6led  to  bring  in  a  refolution  for 
promoting  and  encouraging  the  making  of  good  fire  arms. 

A  letter  from  Charles  Miller  to  Jofeph  Trumbull,  Efq;  commif- 
fary  general,  was  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read ; 

Refolvedi  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three: 

The  members  chofen  Mr.  Whipple,  Mr.  Gerry,  and  Mr.  F. 
Lee. 

Refohedy  As  the  opinion  of  this  Congrefs,  that  James  M'Knight 
ought  to  reftore  to  the  owners  the  money  found  on  board  the  floop 
Sally,  and  alfo  the  efFefts  or  the  money  he  received  for  the  effefts 
on  board  the  faid  floop,  at  the  time  fhe  was  run  on  fhore,  and  for 
the  wreck,  tackle  and  furniture  of  the  faid  floop,  which  effefts, 
wreck,  tackle,  and  furniture,  were  fold  or  pretended  to  be  fold,  or 
fecreted  by  him  the  faid  James  M' Knight. 

Ordered,  That  general  Wafhington  attend  in  Congrefs  to-mor" 
row. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed: 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Friday,  May  24.    1776. 

A  letter  from  Mrs.  A.bi.  Grant  was  laid  before  Congrefs  and 
read  requefting  permiflion  to  return  to  her  hufband  and  family  in 
London,  and  to  take  on  board  neceffary  ftores  for  the  voyage: 

Refohed,  That  her  requeft  be  granted,  and  that  the  prefident 
o-ive  lier  a  paiTport  to  the  place  where  fhe  fhall  chufe  to  embark. 
^  The  committee  for  fuperintending  the  treafury,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  account  and  claim  of  captain  Herman  Allen  of  lieuten* 
ant  colonel  Warner's  battalion,  brought  in  their  report,  which 
v/as  agreed  to:  whereupon, 

Refohed,  That  there  be  allowed  to  captain  Herman  Allen,  for 
fundry  diiburfements  for  the  ufe  of  his  company,  the  fum  of  3*^0 
dollars,  over  and  above  the  account  allowed  by  the  convention  of 
New-York,  amounting  to  ^  240  :  i8:  o  :  New- York  currency. 

The 
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The  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Jofepli 
Trumbull,  Efq;  commiflary  general,  brought  in  their  report, 
which  was  taken  into  confideration  and  agreed  to  ;  whereupon, 

Refolv^dy  That  there  be  allowed  to  the  leveral  persons  undermen- 
tioned, employed  in  the  commiflary  general's  department  in  the 
continental  army,  the  wages  and  rations  annexed  to  their  names  re- 
fpedively,  during  the  time  they  have  been  and  fhall  continue  in  the 
fervice  of  the  United  Colonies  : 

In  the  ifTuing  ftore  at  Cambridge  : 

Charles  Miller,  ifTuing  ftore  keeper ;  co  dollars  per  month,  and 
4  rations  : 

Peter  Roe  Dalton,  firll  clerk  •  4/8  lawful  money  a  day,  and  3 
rations  : 

Ebenezer  Perry,  and?    1     i     •     n  /-     »  j 

Thomas  Durant,        J  ^^^'^^  ^"  ^°'"  5  3/4  ^o-  and  2  rations  : 

William  Brown,  and  7    1    ,         r    1  /-       i  j       j 

,T  r  u  -n  >- clerks  at  Icales ;     2/4.    do.  and  2  do. 

Jonah  13  rown,  3  »     oyt 

Robert  Davis,  clerk  of  weekly  allowances  ;  3/4  do.  and  2  do. 

Eight  labourers,  one  cooper,  and  one  cook,  each  2/8  lawful 
money  a  day,  and  i  ration: 

Employed  to  iflue  to  two  J^rigades  % 

In  the  ftore  at  Roxbury: 

Aarpn  BJaney,  ifiliiug  ftore  keeper;  50  dollars  per  month,  and 
4  rations : 

James  Richardfon,  firft  clerk  ;  4/'8  lawful  money  a  day,  and  3 
rations: 

Two  clerks  in  ftore,  and  two  at  fcales,  each  3/4  do.  and  2  rations: 

Six  labourers,  one  cooper  &  one  cook,  each  2^8  (do.  and  i  do. 

Employed  to  iflue  tp  two  brigades  : 

On  Profpea  Hill : 

Peter  Philips,  iflqing  ftore  keeper  j  40  dollars  a  month,  and  4 
rations: 

Griffin  Green,  firft  cjerkj  4^8  Ijawful  money  a  day,  and  3  ra- 
tions: 

One  clerk  in  ftore,  and  one   at  fcales,  each   3/4  do.  and  2  do. 

One  cooper,  and  four  labourers,  each  2^8  do.  and  i  do. 

Employed  to  iflue  to  one  brigade  : 

At  Medford: 

Mofes  Emerfon,  iflliing  ftore  keeper ;  40  dollars  a  month,  and 
4  rations: 

Ifrael  Mead,  firft  clerk  ;  4/"8  lawful  money  a  day,  and  3  rations: 

One  clerk  in  ftore,  and  one  at  fcales,  each  3/4  do.  and  2  do. 

One  cooper,  and  four  labourers,  each        2y8  do.  and  i  do. 

Employed  to  iflue  to  one  brigade  : 

In  the  magazine  at  Cambridge  : 

Samuel  Gray,  Reuben  Stiles,  and  Daniel  Brown,  clerks  and 
magazine  keepers,    ^f%  lawful  money  a  day,  and  3  rations : 

One 
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One  cooper,    2/"8  lawful  money  a  day,  and  i  ration  : 

In  the  magazine  at  Roxbury  : 
Jabez  Porter,  and  James  Jauncey  Pendleton,  clerks  and  maga- 
zine keepers  ;    4/8  lawful  money  a  day,  and  3  rations  : 
One  cooper,    2/8     do.  ,  and  x  do. 

Jofeph  Farnfwortb,  commiffary  to  colonel  Arnold's  detachment; 
returned  from  fort  Halifax,  £  10  lawful  money  a  month,  and  3 
rations  per  day  : 

John  Thomas,  employed  conftantly  in  riding  to  colle6l  ftores, 
procure  teams,  &c.  himfelf  and  horfe,  Sy'iavvful  money  a  day, 
and  3  rations  : 

William  Hoflvins,  and  Elifha  Avery,  principal  book-keepers 
and  payers  of  fmall  bills,  £  10  lawful  money  a  month,  and  3 
rations  per  day. 

Refoivedi  That  an  addition  of  forty  dollars  a  month  be  made  to 
the  pay  of  the  commifiary  general. 

The  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  his  excellency  general 
Wafhinojton,  major  general  Gates,  and  brigadier  general  Mifiiin, 
brought  in  their  report,  v^hich  being  taken  into  confideration,  was 
agreed  to ;  whereupon, 

Refolvedy  That  the  commanding  officer  in  Canada  be  informed 
that  Congrefs  are  fully  convinced  of  the  abfolute  neceffity  of  keep- 
ing poffeffion  of  that  country,  and  that  they  expeft  the  forces  in 
that  department  will  conteft  every  foot  of  the  ground  with  the  e- 
nemies  of  thefe  colonies  ;  and  as  Congrefs  have  in  view  the  cutting 
off  all  communication  between  the  upper  country  and  the  enemy, 
they  judp-e  it  highly  neceffary  that  the  exertions  of  the  forces  be 
particularly  nrfade  on  the  St.  Lawrence  below  the  mouth  of  the 
Sorrell : 

That  the  commanding  officer  in  Canada  be  directed  to  make  ex- 
a6l  and  frequent  returns  of  men,  provifions  and  military  {lores  in 
the  Canadian  department,  to  the  general  and  commander  in  chief 
of  the  United  Colonies  : 

That  p-eneral  Schuyler  be  defired  to  take  care  that  the  army  in 
Canada  be  regularly  and  effcdually  fupplied  with  neceflaries: 

That  the  troops  ordered  for  Canada  be  hallened  into  that  coun- 
try fo  foon  as  provifions  can  be  forwarded  for  their  fupport  : 

That  the  commanding  officer  in  Canada  be  allured  of  the  refolu- 
tion  of  Congrefs,  to  afford  him  every  fupport  in  his  endeavours  to 
carry  their  views  into  execution. 

Refolvedy  That  Mr.  R.  R.  Livingfton  be  added  to  the  committee 
of  conference,  and  that  they  be  directed  farther  to  confer  with  the 
p-enerals,  touching  the  mofl  proper  pods  and  meafures  to  be  taken 
for  efTeciually  preventing  the  enemy's  communication  with  the  up- 
per country  from  Canada,  and  fuch  other  meafures  as  ihall  tend  to 
lecure  the  frontiers. 

Agreeable  to  order,  general  Wafnlngton  attended  in  Congrefs, 
and  after  fume  conference  with  him,  Rejolved^ 
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Refolved,  That  he  be  direfted  to  attend  again  to-morrow. 

A  letter  of  the  26th  of  April  from  the  convention  of  North- 
Carolina,  with  a  lift  of  prifoners  by  them  fent  to  Pennfyivania,  was 
laid  before  Congrefs  and  read;  whereupon, 

Refolved,  That  the  faid  letter  and  lift  be  fent  to  the  committee  of 
fafety  of  Pennfyivania,  and  that  they  be  defired  to  have  the  faid 
prifoners  properly  and  fafely  fecured  and  provided  for,  agreeably 
to  the  refolutions  of  Congrefs,  at  the  expence  of  the  United  Colo- 
nies. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported  that  there  is  due. 

To  Jacob  Hilzheimer,  for  fiuidry  expreiTcs,  the  fiim  of  372.5 
dollars  : 

To  captain  Nathaniel  Falconer,  for  his  and  Mr.  Aflie's  ex- 
pences,  together  with  the  expences  of  two  fervants  going  tQ 
New-York  v;ith  money  and  returning,  the  fum  of  98.5  dollars  : 

To  Daniel  Sinitii,  for  expences  of  guards,  &c.  at  the  city  ta- 
vern, over  brigadier  general  Prefcot,  and  captain  Chafe,  the  fum 
of  1. 18  dollars. 

Ordered^  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

Sundry  refolutions  pafTed  by  the  convention  of  Maryland  were 
laid  before  Congrefs  and  read. 

The  ieveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to»morrovv. 

Saturday,  May  25,   1776. 
A  letter  from  colonel  William  Wind,  dated  the  18th,  and  a  p«" 
titlon  from  the  committee  of  the  county  of  Lincoln,  wei-e  prefent- 
,ed  to  Congrefs  ;  alfo  a  petition  from  John  Wilcox,  and  John  and 
Peter  Chevalier,  was  prcfented  and  read. 

Refolved^  That  the  fecret  committee  be  direfted  to  fell  to  the 
petitioners  John  Wilcox,  and  John  and  Peter  Chevalier,  75  lb.  of 
gunpowder: 

That  the  faid  committee  be  direfted  to  deliver  to  the  committee 
of  fafety  of  Pennfyivania,  half  a  ton  of  powder,  in  order  to  pr-ove 
cannon,  the  faid  committee  to  be  accountable. 

Refolved^  That  an  order  for  20,000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the 
treafurers,  in  favour  of  James  Meafe,  commiffiiry  ;  for  the  uie  ot 
the  Pennfyivania  battalions,  he  to  be  accountable: 

That  Mr.  J.  Meafe  be  direded  to  provide  a  ftock  of  flioes,  hats, 
and  ftockings,  for  the  ufe  of  the  troops  in  the  continental  fervice, 
pn  the  moft  reafonable  terms. 

A  petition  from  James  M' Knight  was  prefented  to  Congrefs  and 
read ; 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  memorial  from  the  committee  of  infpe6lion  and  obfervation  of 
tke  city  and  liberties  of  Philadelphia,  was  prefented  to  Congrefs 
and  read; 

Ordered 
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Ordered  to  He  on  the  table. 

Ordered^  That  a  copy  of  faid  memorial  be  dehVered  to  Mr.  R.. 
Morris,  who  defires  the  fame  in  behalf  of  the  afTembly  of  Pennfyl- 
vapia. 

Refoivedi  That  an  order  for  65,000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  trea- 
furers,  in  favour  of  the  delegates  of  Virginia,  for  the  ufe  of  the 
battalions  raifed  in  that  colony,  the  faid  colony  to  be  accountable. 

Agreeable  to  order  general  Wafhington  attended,  and  after  fome 
conference  with  him, 

Refohedi  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  confer  with  his  ex- 
cellency general  Wafhington,  major  general  Gates,  and  brigadier 
general  Mifflin,  and  to  concert  a  plan  of  military  operations  for 
the  enfuing  campaign. 

The  members  appointed  Mr.  Harrlfon,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  Mr. 
J.  Adams,  Mr.  Wilfon,  Mr.  R.  R.  Livingfton,  Mr.  Whipple, 
Mr.  Sherman,  Mr.  Hopkins,  Mr.  W.  Livingfton,  Mr.  Read,  Mr. 
Tilghman,  Mr.  Hewes,  Mr.  Middleton,  and  Mr.  Hall. 

The  committee  of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania,  to  whom  were  refer- 
red the  letter  from  the  convention  of  North-Carolina,  and  the  lift 
of  the  prifoners  fent  from  thence,  having  appointed  colonel  Ro- 
berdeau  to  wait  upon  Congrefs  and  inform  them  that  the  prifoners 
are  arrlred,  and  that  they  have  ordered  them  to  be  clofely  confinv 
ed,  and  have  appointed  an  officer's  guard  for  their  better  fecurity; 
and  farther  to  inquire  what  allovvance  for  fubfiftance  is  to  be  gran- 
ted them. 

Refohedy  That  the  difpofition  of  the  prifoners  made  by  the  com- 
mittee of  fafety  is  approved,  and  that  they  have  the  allowance 
granted  to  other  officers  who  are  prifoners. 

The  Congrefs  took  into  conlideration  the  report  of  the  commit- 
tee on  the  letter  from  general  Waftiington  of  the  i  ith  May,  the 
letter  from  general  Schuyler  of  the  3d,  and  the  letter  from  captain 
Daniel  Robertfon  of  the  royal  highland  emigrant  regiment  of  the 
9th,  which  was  in  part  agreed  to  ;  whereupon, 

Refohedi  That  lieutenant  colonel  Burbeck  be  difmifled  from  the 
continental  fervice  : 

That  a  letter  be  written  to  the  prefident  of  the  convention  of 
Virginia,  requefting  that  they  will  immediately  forward  to  Phila- 
delphia fuch  quantity  of  lead  as  can  be  fpared  from  that  colony  : 

That  one  battalion  of  Germans  be  raifed  for  the  fervice  of  the 
United  Colonies : 

That  general  Schuyler  be  impowered  to  increafe  the  number  of 
batteaus  to  two  hundred  : 

That  four  of  the  prifoners  taken  at  St.  Johns,  and  fuggefted  by 
the  letter  from  captain  Robertfon,  to  have  inlifted  in  the  continen- 
tal army,  viz. 

William  Roughcad  and  Eliftia  Grifler,  in  captain  Hubley's 
company ;  John  Santon,  in  captain  Brown*s  company  ;  and  John 

Mayot 
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Mayot,  in  a  company  unknown,  be  dlfmified  the  fervrce,  and 
turn  to  theif  corps  at  Lancafter.  '"^- 

Refolved,  That  the  confideration  of  the  firft  paragraph  in  faid 
report  be  pollponed,  and  that  the  third  and  fifth  paragraphs  be 
referred  to  the  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  the  generals. 

A  number  of  deputies  from  four  of  the  fix  nations  of  Indians 
having  arrived  in  town,  and  notified  Congrefs  that  they  are  defirous 
of  an  audience ; 

Refolvedy  That  they  be  admitted  to  an  audience  on  Monday 
next  at  1 1  o'clock. 

Ordered^  That  notice  be  given  to  the  colonels  of  the  affociation 
of  the  city  and  liberties  of  Philadelphia,  to  draw  out  their  batta- 
lions in  review  on  Monday  morning  as  early  as  they  can  conveni- 
ently, and  that  the  Congrefs  with  the  generals  in  town  will  attend 
the  review  at  9  o'clock. 

Refohedi  That  the  arms,  ammunition  and  military  flores  taken 
by  the  armed  fchooncr  Franklin,  or  any  other  of  the  armed  veffels 
in  the  pay  of  the  United  Colonies,  be  at  the  difpofal  of  the  general 
or  commander  in  chief  of  the  American  forces. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  refolutions  of  the  convention  of 
South-Carolina  refped:ing  the  battalions  raifed  in  that  colony  were 
referred,  brought  in  their  report  which  was  read. 

Refohed,  That  the  feveral  reports  on  general  Wafhington's  let- 
ters not  yet  conlidered,  and  the  general's  letters,  which  were  refer- 
red to  a  committee  of  the  whole  Congrefs,  be  committed  to  the 
committee  appointed  to  confer  with  the  generals. 

As  two  of  the  committee,  to  whom  the  letter  from  colonel  Hand 
of  the  riffle  battalion  was  referred,  are  abfent, 

Refohedy  That  two  other  members  be  chofen  in  their  room. 

The  members  el edled  Mr.  Wilfon,  and  Mr.  Woolcott. 

The  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  from  Charles 
Miller  to  the  commiflary  general,  brought  in  their  report  which 
was  read  and  agreed  to  ;  whereupon, 

Refohedy  That  the  commiffary  general  be  directed  to  order  (o 
much  of  the  provifions  ftored  in  the  continental  magazine  in  Mana- 
chufetts-Bay,  to  be  delivered  for  victualling  the  five  rtiips  of  war 
now  building  at  Portfmouth,  Newbury-Port,  and  Providence,  as 
the  marine  committeee  fhall  diredt;  and  to  keep  the  refidue  for  the 
ufe  of  the  continental  army,  that  is  or  may  be  Ilationed  in  the  eaf- 
tern  department. 

That  the  commiflary  general  be  direfted  to  receive  the  amount  of 
the  pork,  beef,  and  fifh,  fuppiiedthe  colony  of  Malfachufetts-Bay, 
and  credit  the  fame  in  his  account  with  the  United  Colonies. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  pollponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

Monday, 
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Monday,  Ma^  27,  1776. 

A  letter  of  the  i6th  from  George  Morgan,  Efq;  to  Lewi's 
Morris,  Efq;  was  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read. 

Refohed^  That  it  be  referred  to  the  Handing  committee  on  In- 
dian affairs. 

A  petition  from  Samuel  de  Lucena  was  prefented  to  Congrefs 
and  read. 

Refolvedi  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  for  promoting 
the  manufafhure  of  fulphur  and  faltpetre. 

A  petition  from  the  committee  of  the  county  of  Monmouth,  in 
the  colony  of  New-Jerfey,-  was  prefented  to  Congrefs  and  read. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Refoi'ved,  That  the  fecret  committee  be  diredbed  to  fend  forward 
with  all  convenient  difpatch,  one  ton  of  powder,  lent  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  weitern  frontier ;  of  which  800  lb.  to  be  lodged  in 
fort  Pitt,  600  lb.  with  the  committee  of  Weft  Augufta,  and 
600  Vq.  with  the  committee  of  Weftraoreland,  to  be  ufed  only  in 
cafe  that  country  is  attacked. 

Agreeable  to  order,  the  Indians  were  admitted  to  an  .  audience  ; 
after  they  withdrew, 

Refolvedy  That  the  ftanding  committee  for  Indian  affairs  be  direc- 
ted to  prepare  a  fpeech  to  be  delivered  to  the  Indians,  and  to  pro- 
cure fuch  articles  as  they  judge  proper  for  a  prefent. 

The  delegates  from  North-Carolina,  and  the  delegates  from 
Virginia,  laid  before  Congrefs  certain'Inftrudlions  which  they  re- 
ceived from  their  refpettive  conventions. 

P^efohed^  That  the  fum  of  30,000  dollars,  be  tranfmitted  to  the 
affembly  of  MaiTachufetts-Bay,  to  be  by  them  exchanged  for  filver 
and  gold  for  the  Canada  expedition,  agreeable  to  a  former  refolu- 
tion  of  Congrefs. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed* 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 


Tuesday,  May.  2^,   I77'^* 

Rep)lvedi  That  colonel  Turbutt  Francis  be  defired  to  attend  at 
the  next  conference  with  the  Indians,  and  aflift  in  interpreting  for 
them. 

The  committee,  to  whom  it  \vas  referred  to  confider  of  a  mode 
for  regulating  the  price  of  fait,  brought  in  their  report,  which  was 
read. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed* 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

'  Wednesday, 
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Wednesday*  May  29,  1776. 

A  letter  from  general  Woofter  of  the  27th  of  April  laft,  and  ^ 
letter  from  William  Palfrey,  with  a  weekly  account  from  the  19th 
to  25th  May  inclufive,  were  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read. 

A  petition  from  captain  Budden  v»^as  prefented  to  Congrefs  and 
read;  whereupon, 

Re/o/vedy  That  midfhipman  Draper,  be  offered  in  exchange  for 
captain  William  Budden. 

A  letter  from  Levi  Hbllinfworth,  and  Thomas  Richardfon,  to 
the  committee  of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania,  dated  Newport  21ft  inft. 
alfo  a  memorial  from  fundry  members  of  the  general  aiTembiy  of 
Rhode- Ifland,  were  prefented  to  Congrefs  and  read  ; 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  the  generals,  brought 
in  a  report  which  was  read  and  confidered  : 

Refolvedt  I'hat  the  farther  confideration  of  the  report  be  poll* 
poned  till  to-morrow. 

Refohed,  That  the  committee  have  leave  to  fit  again. 

A  letter  from  Mr.  Jay,  introducing  a  foreigner  to  the  notice  o£ 
Congrefs,  was  prefented  and  read  : 

Refohed,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  fecret  committee,  and  that 
they  be  dire6ted  to  confer  with  the  gentleman. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported  that  there  is  due^ 

For  ferriages  oftwobrafs  field  pieces  fent  to  Virginia,  the  fum 
of  6  dollars,  and  that  the  fame  ought  to  be  paid  to  James  David- 
fon  : 

To  Walter  Stewart,, for  his  expences  in  going  on  board  the  Li- 
verpool frigate,  the  fum  of  8_ii.  dollars  : 

To  David  Lenox,  for  his  expences  going  to  New-York  as  ah  cf- 

cort  of  money,  the  fum  of  62— -^  dollars  : 

.  90 

To  William  Sheppard,  for  wagjgon  hire  on  two  journeys  to 
New-York,  and  on  a  journey  to  Port  royal  in  Virginia  with  gene- 
ral Lee,  the  fum  of  102^^  dollars  : 

On  feveral  certificates  for  entertaining  general  Lee's  guard,  the 
fum  of  37^--^  dollars^  and  that  the  fame  ought  to  be  paid  to 
George  Rofs,  Efq; 

To  Robert  Erwin,  for  waggonage  of  gun  powder  to  the  city  of 
New-York,  the  fum  of  414  dollars: 

Ordered^  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

The  faid  committee  farther  reported,  that  captain  John  Lowdon 
liad  laid  before  them  an  account  of  the  expenditure  of  money  paid 
into  his  hands  for  the  purpofe  of  raifing  a  company  of  rifHe  men, 
amounting   to  the    fum   of  c82 ''-- dollars  : 

Tranfporting  baggage  from  Northumberland  to  Reading,  40 
dollars  : 

Vol.  II.  B  b  Amount 
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Amount  of  divers  articles  ordered  to  be  charged  to  captain  Low- 
don,  which  now  appear  to  be  continental  charges,  50^-  dollars  : 

Amount  of  John  Harris,  and  Elias  Younkman's  bills,  which 
have  been  twice  paid,  and  twice  charged  to  captain  Lowdon,  and 
which  ought  now  to  be  charged  to  the  committeee  of  Berks, 
86  *  *  dollars  : 

9  o 

The  whole  amountino;  to    7  cS  —^  dollars : 

Ordered,  That  captain  Lowdon  be  credited  with  the  above  fiim, 
and  that  the  committee  of  Berks  county  be  charged  with  the  fum 
abovementioned. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Thursday,  May  30,   1776. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  committee  on 
the  mode  of  regulating  the  price  of  fait,  and  thereupon  came  to  the 
following  refolution  : 

Whereas  iKhath  been  reprefented  to  Congrefs,  that  avaricious  ill 
defio-ning  men  have  taken  advantage  of  the  refolve  of  Congrefs, 
pafied  the  30th  of  April,  for  withdrawing  from  the  committees  of 
infpeciion  the  power  of  regulating  the  price  of  goods,  to  extort 
from  the  oeople  a  moft  exorbitant  price  for  fait, 

Refolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  committees  of  obferva- 
tion  and  infpe6lion  in  the  United  Colonies,  fo  to  regulate  the  price 
of  fait,  as  to  prevent  unreafonable  exactions  on  the  part  of  the  fel- 
ler, having  due  regard  to  the  difficulty  and"  rifque  of  importation  ; 
fubjed  however  to  fuch  regulations  as  have  been  or  fhall  hereafter 
be  made  by  the  legiflatures  of  the  refpe6tive  colonies. 

The  committee,  to  whom  the  letter  from  Jofeph  Woodward, 
chairman  of  the  committee  of  the  New-Hampfhire  grants  was  re- 
ferred, and  who  were  directed  to  hear  the  perfons  mentioned  in 
the  faid  letter,  brought  in  their  report,  which  was  read. 

The  committee  to  whom  it  was  referred  to  confider  of  an  ade- 
quate reward  for  the  perfon  who  brought  the  late  intelligence  from 
England,  brought  in  their  report ;  whereupon, 

Refohed,  That  he  receive  his  pay,  being  a  foldier  in  captain 
Morgan's  company  of  riffle  men,  to  be  continued  from  the  time  of 
his  captivity,  until  the  15th  day  of  June  next,  and  a  gratuity  of 
one  hundred  dollars. 

A  petition  from  captain  Herman  Allen  was  prefented  to  Con- 
grefs and  read. 

Refolved^  That  fix  of  the  heaviell  cannon  at  Newport,  and  four- 
teen of  the  heaviell  cannon  at  New-London,  belonging  to  the  con- 
tinent, be  tranfported  to  Philadelphia  as  foon  as  pofiible. 

That 
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That  a  copy  of  the  above  refolution  be  tranfmitted  to  the  gover- 
nors of  Rhode-IIlund  and  ConneAk-ut. 

Congrefs  then  took  into  confideratlon  the  report  of  the  commit- 
tee appointed  to  confer  with  his  excellency  general  Wafhington, 
major  general  Gates,  and  brigadier  general  Mifflin,  and  after 
fome  debate, 

Refolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  Con- 
grefs. 

Congrefs  then  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to 
take  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  committee  of  conference, 
and  after  fome  time  fpent  thereon,  the  prelident  vefumed  the  chair, 
and  Mr.  Harrifon  reported  that  the  committee  have  taken  into  con- 
fideration the  matter  referred  to  them,  and  have  come  to  a  refoiii- 
tion  thereon,  but  not  having  had  time  to  go  through  the  whole,  de- 
fjred  him  to  move  for  leave  to  fit  again. 

The  refolution  reported  from  the  committee  of  the  whole  Con- 
grefs being  read,  was  agreed  to,  as  follows  : 

Rejohed,  That  the  general  be  authorifed  to  diredl  the  building 
as  many  fire  rafts,  rov/  gailies,  armed  boats,  and  floating  batteries 
as  may  be  necellary,  and  faitable  for  the  immediate  defence  of  the 
port  of  New-York,    and  Hudfon's  river. 

Refolvedy  That  this  Congrefs  will  to-morrow  again  refolve  itfelf 
into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  their  farther  confidera- 
tion the  report  of  the  committee  of  conference. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Friday,  May  31,   1776. 

A  letter  of  the  2  2d  from  commodore  E.  Hopkins,  inclofing  the 
proceedings  of  two  courts  martial  on  John  Hazard,  commander  of 
the  Hoop  Providence,  and  Abraham  Whipple,  commander  of  the 
Columbus,  was  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read; 

Refclved,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  inllruc- 
tlons  given  to  commodore  Hopkins. 

A  letter  of  the  2  ill  from  Jonathan  Trumbull,  deputy  paymafter 
general :  And  a  petition  from  Hugh  King,  in  behalf  of  himfelf 
and  others,  were  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read. 

Refolved,  That  an  order  for  50,000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  trea- 
furers,  in  favour  of  brigadier  general  MiiHin,  to  enable  him  to  pay 
for  tents,  entrfenching  tools,  and  fundry  other  articles,  which  he 
as  quarter  mailer  general  has  bought  in  Philadelphia,  for  the  ufe 
of  the  continental  army  ;  he  to  be  accountable. 

The  committee  of  conference  brought  in  a  farther  report,  which 
was  read ; 

Refohedy  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  the  whole 
Congrefs. 

Refolvedf 
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Refohed,  That  John  Connolly,  John  Smith,  and   Allan  Came-      . 
ron,  three  of  the   prifcners  confined  in   the  goal    of  Philadelphia,      I 
who  are  reprefented  to  be  in  a  dangerous  ftate  of  health,  be  per- 
mitted, for  the  recovery  of  their  health,  to  walk  two  hours  in  the 
day  in  the  yard  of  the  prifon,  in  company  with  or  under  the  in- 
fpe<?tion  of  at  leail  two  of  the  guards. 

Congrefs  then  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to 
take  mto  their  farther  confideration  the  reports  of  the  committee 
of  conference,  and  after  fome  time  fpent  thereon,  the  prefident  re- 
fumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Harrifon  reported,  that  the  committee 
have  taken  into  their  further  confideration  the  matters  to  them  re- 
ferred, but  not  having  yet  finifhed,  defired  him  to  move  for  leave 
to  fit  again. 

Refohedy  That  this  Congrefs  will  to-morrow  again  refolve  itfelf 
into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  their  farther  confidera^ 
tion  the  reports  of  the  committee  of  conference. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed: 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Saturday,  Jutie  i,    1776. 

Letters  from  the  committees  of  Hartford  and  Northampton  in 
Connecticut,  refpeding  prifoners,  being  laid  before  Congrefs  and 
read : 

Refolved^  That  they  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  prifoners. 

A  letter  of  the  27th  of  May  from  governor  Trumbull  was  ^Ifo 
re^d  ;  and  a  letter  from  colonel  J.  Read,  informing,  that  upon  his 
arrival  at  New- York,  finding  a  gentleman  of  charader  and  abilities 
performing  the  fervices  of  fecretary  with  fatisfadlion  to  the  general, 
he  was  induced  to  requefb,  and  has  obtained  the  general's  leave  to 
refign  that  office. 

The  committee  on  Indian  affairs,  to  whom  it  was  referred  to 
confider  of  a  proper  prefent  for  the  indlans,  brought  in  their  re- 
port; whereupon, 

Refolved^  That  the  fa  id  committee  be  impowered  and  direfted 
to  purchafe  goods  for  a  prefent  to  the  Indians,  to  an  amount  not 

exceeding  426"-^  dollars. 

The  Congrefs  then  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole, 
to  take  into  their  farther  confideration  the  report  of  the  committee 
of  conference,  and  after  feme  time  fpent  thereon,  the  prefident  re- 
fumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Harrifon  reported,  that  the  committee 
had  taken  into  further  confideration  the  matters  to  them  referred, 
and  come  to  fome  refolutions  which  they  defired  him  to  report, 
but  not  having  yet  come  to  a  conclufion,  direded  him  to  move  for 
leave  to  fit  again. 

The  report  from  the  committee  of  the  whole  Congrefs  was  read  ; 
ivhereuppn, 

Refolvedi 
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Refohedt  That  fix  thoufand  militia  be  employed  to  reinforce  the 
army  in  Canada,  and  to  keep  up  the  communication  with  that  pro- 
vince, to  make  up  which  number, 

Rejolved,  That  the  colony  of  MafTachufetts-Bay  be  requefted,  to 
fupply  of  their  militia  3000     -     4  battalions. 

ConneAicut  of  their  militia  1500     -     2  battalions. 

New-Hampihire  of  their  militia      750     -      i  battalion. 
New- York  of  their  militia  750     -      1  battalion. 

Rejblved,  That  the  farther  confideration  of  the  report  be  poftpo-^ 
ned  till  Monday  next. 

Refolvedi  That  the  Congrefs  will  on  Monday  next  again  refolve 
jtfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  their  further  con^ 
fideration  the  report  of  the  committee  of  conference. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported  that  there  is  due, 

To  Anthony  Fricker,  for  boarding  the  Scots  hoilages  from  the 
2  2d  of  March  to  the  4th  of  June  inflant,  246  Li.  dollars  : 

To  Samuel  Patterfon,  for  waggon  hire  and  dining  the  prlfoners 
brought  from  North-Carolina,  the  fum  of  7-^-^  dollars,  and  that 
the  fame  ought  to  be  paid  to  Thomas  M'Kean,  Efq; 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  accounts  be  paid. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed* 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday  next. 

Monday,  June  3,     1776. 

Sundry  letters  received  by  general  Wafliington,  were  laid  be* 
fore  Congrefs  and  read. 

Refolvedi  That  an  order  be  drawn  on  the  treafurers,  for  1066^ 
dollars,  in  favour  of  Ephraim  Blaine,  Efq;  in  advance  for  the 
purchafe  of  fhoes  to  be  fent  to  Williamfburgh,  for  the  ufe  of  the 
continental  army  ;  he  to  be  accountable. 

The  committee  of  conference  brought  in  a  further  report  which 
was  read  : 

Refolvedi  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  the 
whole  Congrefs. 

The  Congrefs  then  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole, 
to  take  into  their  farther  confideration  the  reports  of  the  committer 
of  conference,  and  after  fome  time  fpent  thereon,  the  prefident  re- 
fumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Harrifon  reported,  that  the  com.mittec 
have  had  under  confideration  the  matters  to  them  referred,  and 
have  come  to  fundry  refolutipns  thereon,  which  they  have  direfted 
him  to  report,  but  not  having  yet  come  to  a  conclufion,  defirecj. 
Jiim  to  move  for  leave  to  fit  again. 

The  report  from  the  committee  of  the  whole  Congrefs  being 
read,  was  agreed  to;  whereupon, 

Refolved) 
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Pijffohedy  That  13800  niiiitia  be  employed  to  reinforce  the  army 
at  New-York  ;  to  compleat  which  number, 

Refolvsd,  That  the  colony  of  Malfachufetts-Bay  be  requefted  to 
firriiifii  of  their  militia  2000 

Connecticut  of  their  militia  5  500 
New- York  of  their  militia  3000 
New-Jerfey  of  their  militia       3300 

Refolved,  As  the  opinion  of  this  Congrefs  that  the  eleven  batta- 
lions raifcd  and  ordered  to  be  raifed  for  the  protection  of  the  four 
New-Enpland  colonies,  are  fufScient. 

■  Refohed\  That  a  flying  camp  be  immediately  eftabliihed  In  the 
middle  colonies  j  and  that  it  confill  of  10,000  men;  to  compleat 
which  number, 

Refolvedy  That  the  colony  of  Pennfylvania  be  requefted  to  fur- 
nlfh  of  their  militia  6000 

Maryland  of  their  militia  340^ 

X)elaware  government  of  their  militia  600 

Refolvedy  That  the  militias  be  engaged  to  the  firll  day  of  De- 
cember next,  unlefs  fooner  difcharged  by  Congrefs  : 

That  the  pay  of  the  militias  commence  from  the  day  of  their 
marching  from  home,  and  that  they  be  allowed  one  penny  a  mile 
lawful  money,  In  lieu  of  rations  for  travelling  expcnces,  and  one 
day's  pay  for  every  twenty  miles  between  home  and  the  general 
rendezvous  going  and  returning  : 

That  three  major  generals,  and  tv/o  brigadier  generals  be  added 
to  the  continental  eftablifnment  of  general  officers,  and  that  the  va- 
cancies in  the  offices  of  adjutant  general,  and  quarter  mafter  general 
be  filled  up  : 

That  the  general  afTerably  of  the  colony  of  MafTachufetts-Bay, 
the  governor  and  affcmbly  of  the  colony  of  Connecticut,  the  con- 
ventions of  New-York  and  New-Jerfey,  and  the  feveral  conven- 
tions of  fuch  other  of  the  United  Colonies,  in  which  there  are  any- 
lead  mines,  be  requelled  to  tranfmit  to  Congrefs  with  all  conveni- 
ent difpatch  the  ftate  and  condition  of  the  lead  mines  in  their  re-' 
fpe<Stive  colonies,  and  ufe  the  mofc  fpeedy  means  to  procure  their 
being  wrought  to  efreCl : 

That  it  be  earnertly  recommended  to  the  afiemblies,  conventions, 
and  committees  of  fafety  of  the  United  Colonies,  to  fall  upon  the 
moil  effeclual  means  of  removing  the  Hock,  grain,  and  meal,  from 
fuch  parts  of  their  refpective  colonies,  as  are  invaded,  or  are  in  im- 
minent danoer  of  being  invaded  by  the  enemy  ; 

That  two  provincial  brigadier  generals  be  employed  in  the  Ca- 
nada department;  one  from  Maffachufetts-Bay,  and  one  from  Con- 
neciicut : 

That  four  provincial  brigadier  generals  be  employed  in  the 
New-York  department ;  one  from  Maflachufetts-Bay,  one  from 
Connecticut,  one  from  New- York,  and  one  from  New-Jerfey  : 

That 
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That  three  provincial  brigadier  generals  be  employed  for  the 
flying  camp  ;  two  from  Peniifylvania,  and  one  from  Maryland  : 

That  the  fyid  brigadier  generals  be  appointed  by  the  refpedUve 
colonies  above  mentioned  : 

That  the  commander  in  chief  be  authorifed  to  form  and  fix  fuck 
magazines  of  provifions  and  military  (lores,  as  he  may  judge  necef- 
fary. 

Ro/i/vsd,  That  to-morrow  be  afligned  for  elefting;  the  three  major 
generals  and  the  two  brigadier  generals,  and  for  filling  up  the  va- 
cancies in  the  offices  of  adjutant  general,  and  quarter  matter  general. 

Refohed,  That  the  fecret  committee  be  impowered  to  export 
produce  of  thefe  colonies  to  the  foreign  Weft-Indies,  fuflicient  to 
pay  for  ten  thoufand  {land  of  arras,  ordered  to  be  procured  from 
thence  by  the  committee  of  fecret  correfpondence. 

Refohedy  That  this  Congrefs  will  to-morrow  again  refolve  itfelf 
into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  their  farther  confidera- 
tion  the  report  of  the  committee  of  conference. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poUiponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Tuesday,  June  4,   1776. 

Refohedy  That  an  order  for  800  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  treafar- 
ers,  in  favour  of  Jofeph  Swift,  jun.  being  in  full  of  a  draught  the 
TOth  May,  in  his  favour  by  B.  Franklin,  S.  Chafe,  and  Charles 
Carroll  of  Carrollton,  commiilioners  in  Canada  ;  for  value  by  them 
received  there,  and  employed  in  the  public  fervice. 

Refohedy  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  afTemblies  and  conven- 
tions of  the  colonies,  requefted  to  fupply  or  furnifn  militia  by  the 
refolutions  of  yefterday,  to  take  particular  care  that  the  militias 
come  provided  with  arms,  accoutrements,  and  camp  kettles. 

A  letter  of  the  3d  from  William  Palfrey,  paymafter  general, 
was  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read; 

Refohedy  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee,  to  whom  the  let-* 
ters  received  the  2  iH  of  May  lafl,  were  committed. 

,  A  letter  of  the  3 ill  of  May  from  John  Macpherfon,  was  laid 
before  Congrefs  and  read  ; 

Refohedy  That  it  be  referred  to  Mr.  Read,  and  Mr.  M'Kean, 
who  are  direfted  to  confer  with  Mr.  Macpherfon. 

A  petition  from  colonel  Turbutt  Francis,  was  prefented  to 
Congrefs  and  read  ; 

Refohedy  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  feven  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Hewes,  Mr.  Harrifon,  Mr.  W.  Li- 
vingfton,  Mr.  Wythe,  Mr.  R.  R.  Livingaon,  Mr.  Lynch,  and 
Mr.  Braxton. 

Refohedy  That  the  fecret  committee  be  directed  to  deliver  the 
muHiets  lately  imported,  to  colonel  Shee  for  the  iiic  of  his  batta- 
lion. 

Refohedy 
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Refohsd,  That  captain  Herman  Allen,  have  leave  to  withdraw 
the  petition  by  him  delivered  in  behalf  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
New-Hampfhire  grants,  he  reprefenting  that  he  has  left  at  home 
feme  papers  and  vouchers  neceiTary  to  fupport  the  allegations 
therein  contained. 

Refolved,  That  the  committee  of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania  be  im- 
powered  to  negoriate  vv^ith  captain  Bellew  on  the  bell  terms  they 
can  for  an  exchange  of  the  prifoners  on  board  the  Liverpool;  pro- 
vided always,  that  this  fhall  not  be  conilrued  fo  as  to  enable  them 
to  deliver  up  lieutenant  Bogar  and  lieutenant  Ball  in  the  exchange. 

Agreeable  to  order,  Congrefs  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of 
the  whole,  to  take  into  their  farther  confideration  the  reports  of 
the  committee  of  conference,  and  after  fome  time  fpent  thereon, 
the  prefident  refumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Harrifon  reported  that 
the  committee  have  taken  into  their  farther  confideration  the  mat- 
ters to  them  referred,  and  have  come  to  fome  farther  refolutions 
thereon,  but  not  having  yet  come  to  a  conclufion,  directed  him  to 
move  for  leave  to  fit  again. 

The  refolutions  agreed  to  by  the  committee  of  the  whole  Con- 
grefs being  read, 

Refohed^  That  the  confideration  thereof  be  poftponed  till  to- 
morrow. 

Refolved,  That  this  Congrefs  will  to-morrow  again  refolve  itfelf 
into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  their  farther  considera- 
tion the  reports  of  the  committee  of  conference. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed: 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

"Wednesday,  June  5,    1776. 

A  letter  of  the  2d  from  major  general  Putnam,  with  fundry  let- 
ters and  papers  inclofed,  was  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read  ; 

Refolvedy  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  prifon- 
ers. 

A  letter  from  the  committee  of  Greenwich  in  Cumberland  coun- 
ty, in  New-Jerfey,  dated  the  3d,  was  laid  before  Congrefs  and 
read,  informing  that  the  floop  Betfy  and  Ann,  B.  T.  mafter  ;  was 
arrived  therefrom  Bermudas,  with  i70obufhels  of  fait,  and  two 
puncheons  of  rum,  which  he  is  defirous  of  exchanging  for  provi- 
fions,  which  the  inhabitants  of  Bermudas  are  in  extreme  want  of; 
whereupon, 

Refolved,  That  the  faid  mafter  be  allowed  to  exchange  his  cargo 
for  provifions,  and  to  export  the  fame  under  the  infpection  and  di- 
rection of  the  committee  of  Greenwich,  who  are  defired  to  take  an 
oath  or  fuch  other  fecurity  as  they  think  proper  of  the  faid  mafter, 
that  lie  will  carry  the  fame  to  the  ifjands  of  Bermudas,  and  will 
ufe  his  utrnoft  endeavours  to  3void  all  Englifii  men  of  war  and  cut- 
ters. 

Congrefs 
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Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  from  the  committee 
of  the  whole;  whereupon, 

Refolvedy  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  confider  what 
is  projper  to  be  done  with  perfons  giving  intelligence  to  the  enemy 
or  fupplying  them  with  provifions; 

The  members  chofen,  Mr,  J.  Adams,  Mr.  Jefferfon,  Mr.  Rut- 
Jedge,  Mr.  Wilfon,  and  Mr.  R.  LivingHon. 

Refohedy  That  the  deputy  commifTaries  general,  deputy  quarter 
mafters  general,  deputy  adjutants  general,  and  deputy  mufler  mail- 
ers general  make  regular  returns  and  reports  to  Congrefs,  and  to  the 
refpedlive  officers  to  whom  they  are  deputies,  at  leaft  once  a  month, 
and  that  the  principals  alfo  make  returns  to  Congrefs  at  the  fame 
periods: 

That  the  pay  mailer  general,  and  the  deputy  pay  mailers  general, 
make  monthly  returns  to  Congrefs  of  their  expenditures,  and  the 
ftate  of  the  military  chells  in  their  feveral  departments: 

That  the  flying  camp  be  under  the  command  of  fuch  continental 
general  officers  as  the  commander  in  chief  fnall  direfi:: 

That  exprefTes  be eilablifhed  between  the  feveral  continental  poils: 

That  the  militia  when  in  fervice  be  regularly  paid  and  vidlualled 
in  the  fame  manner  as  the  continental  troops : 

That  the  aids  de  camp  of  the  commander  in  chief  rank  as  lieu- 
tenant colonels : 

That  the  aids  de  camp  of  major  generals  rank  as  majors: 

That  Robert  Hanfon  Harrifon,Efq;  have  the  rank  of  lieutenant 
colonel  in  the  continental  army  : 

That  the  afTiflant  quarter  mailers  be  allowed  captains  pay  : 

That  the  pay  of  regimental  furgeons  be  augmented  to  thirty  three 
dollars  and  one  third  of  a  dollar  a  month. 

Refolvedi  That  a  committee  to  confift  of  one  member  from  each 
colony  be  appointed  to  confider  of  ways  and  means  of  eilabliihing 
exprefTes  between  the  feveral  continental  poils: 

The  members  are,  Mr.  Bartlett,  Mr.  S.  Adams,  Mr.  Ellery, 
Mr.  Woolcot,  Mr.  Lewis,  Mr.  W.  Livingilon,  Mr.  Franklin,  Mr. 
Rodney,  Mr.  Rogers,  Mr.  Braxton,  Mr,  Hewes.  Mr.  Lynch,  jun. 
and  Mr.  Gwinnet. 

Congrefs  then  proceeded  to  the  election  of  an  adjutant  general,  and 
quarter  mailer  general,  to  fill  up  the  vacancies  in  thofe  offices, 
when  the  ballots  being  taken  and  examined, 

Jofeph  Reed,  Efq.  was  eledled  adjutant  general,  and 

Stephen  Moylan,  Efq.  was  ele6led  quarter  mailer  general. 

Refolved^  That  Jofeph  Reed,  Efq.  have  the  pay  of  125  dollars 
a  month,  and  the  rank  of  a  colonel : 

That  Stephen  Moylan,  Efq.  have  the  pay  of  80  dollars  a  month, 
and  the  rank  of  colonel. 

Refohed,  That  the  eleAion  of  major  generals  be  poRponed. 

Rejbhed,  That  no  perfon  fhall  be  appointed  to  any  place  of  profit. 

Vol.  IL  C  c  unlefs 
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unlefs  the  perfon  to  be  appointed  (hall  have  a  majority  of  the  voices 
of  the  colonies  reprefented  at  the  time  of  the  election. 

Con^refs  then  proceeded  to  the  eleftion  of  two  brigadier  generals 
when  the  ballots  being  taken  the  following  gentlemen  were  duly  e- 
lecled: 

John  Whitecombe,  Efq. 

Hugh  Mercer,  Efq. 

The  order  of  the  day,  and  the  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred 
being  poftponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to  morrow. 

Thursday,  Juned,  1776. 

Sundry  letters  were  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read,  viz. 

Two  from  major  gen  Schuyler  of  the  31ft  May,  and  ift  June  : 

One  from  the  commiflioners  in  Canada,  of  the  27th  and  28th  of 
May  : 

Three  from  general  Thomas,  of  which  two  to  the  commiflioners 
of  the  15th  and  20th  May,  and  one  to  general  Woofter  of  the  27th 
of  the  fame  month  : 

Three  from  brigadier  general  Arnold  of  the  17th  25th  and  27th  of 
May,  to  the  commiflioners  in  Canada,  inclofing  a  cartel  entered  into 
between  him  and  capt.  Fofter  for  exchange  of  prifoners  : 

One  from  brigadier  general  Thompfon  of  the  25th  of  faid  month 
to  the  commiflioners. 

Refohedi  That  a  copy  of  the  letter  from  the  commiflioners  4)e  fent 
to  general  Wafhington: 

That  brigadier  general  Woofl:erbe  directed  immediately  to  repair 
to  head  quarters  at  New  York : 

That  the  letters  received  and  read  be  referred  to  a  committee  of 

five; 

The  members  chofen,  Mr  Sherman,  Mr  Wythe,  Mr  Seargeant, 
Mr.  F.  Lee  ,  and  Mr.  Gwinnet. 

The  draught  of  a  fpeech  to  be  delivered  to  the  indians  being  read 
was  agreed  to : 

Refohed,  That  the  delivery  of  it  be  deferred  for  fome  days. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported  that  there  is  due. 

To  captain  William  Weft,  for  expences  in  conducing  money  to 
Williamlburg,  horfe  hire,  &c.  included,  the  fum  of  219^^  dollars: 

To  Melchior  Meng,  for  twenty  one  days  hire  of  his  waggon  and 
horfes  carrying  money  to  Virginia,  the  fum  of  42  dollars  : 

To  Benjamin  Towne,  the  fum   of  26^^71    dollars   for   cartouch 

boxes,  being  fo  much  paid  him  lefs  than  the  price  contraAed  for  :^ 
To  Robert  Porter,  for  accoutrements  for  colonel  Hartley's  regi- 
ment, the  fum    of  1 8^1  dollars,  and  that  the  fame  ought  to  be 
charged  to  the  faid  regiment; 

To  John  Kuntz,  the  fum  of  2 1^^  dollars,  of  which  fum  there  is 
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due  for  entertaining  general  Lee's  guards  the  fum  of  IqI^  dollars? 
and  for  exprefles,  the  fum  of  10^ o  dollars: 

9  o 

To  Michael  Stadleman,  for  entertaining  general  Lee's  guard,  the 
fum  of  1 1  ^^  dollars  : 

To  Benjamin  Smith,  for  board  and  accomodations  for  prifoners 

at  Trenton,  the  fum  of  3i_t_  dollars,  which  became  due  before  the 

90 

regulation  of  Congrefs  determining  the  price   of  their  board,  tqok 
place : 

For  expences  in  apprehending  Henry  Edwin  Stanhope  and  George 
Gregory,  who  broke  their  parole  and  ran  away  from  Northampton 
in  Connedicut,  the  fum  of  47.:+^  dollars  and  that  the  fame   ought 

to  be  charged  to  the  faid  Stanhope  and  Gregory  : 

Ordered f  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

The  marine  committee  having  recommended  fu  ndry  gentlemen 
for  captains  and  fubaltern  officers  for  the  fhips  building  or  built  for 
the  continent: 

Refolved,  That  Thomas  Thompfon  be  appointed  captain  of  the 
frigate  built  in  New  Harapfhire: 

John  Hopkins  and  7  ^^^  ^^^^^  j^^jj^j       j^  j^^^j^  j^^^j. 

bamuel  iomkins     3  ° 

Chriftopher  Miller  for  one  of  thofe  building  at  New  York: 

Nicholas  Biddle    "\ 

John  Barry  f  ^^^  ^^^^^  building  in  Philadelphia  : 

1  nomas  Kead        T  °  * 

Charles  Alexander  j 

James  Nicholfon  for  that  building  in  Maryland. 

Refohed,  That  the  names  of  the  thirteen  frigates  be  the  Congrefs, 
Randolph,  Hancock,  Wafhington,  Trumbull,  Raleigh,  Effing- 
ham, Montgomery,  Warren,  Bofton,  Virginia,  Providence,  and 
Delaware. 

Refohed,  That  Ifrael  Turner  be  firft  lieutenant,  Jofeph  Doble  fe- 
cond  lieutenant,  Mark  Dennet  third  lieutenant  of  capt.  Manly's  fhip. 

Refolved,  That  the  marine  committee  be  im powered  to  affix  the 
names  to  each  particular  fliip,  and  determine  the  yelTel,  which  each 
captain  is  to  take  command  of: 

That  the  marine  committee  beimpoweredand  directed  to  confider 
the  propriety  of  building  two  more  fliips  of  war  and  their  lize  and 
report  to  Congrefs. 

Refolved y  That  three  members  be  add^d  to  the  committee  ap- 
pointed to  devife  ways  and  means  for  raifing  ten  millions  of  dollars 
voted  the  6th.  of  May  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr,  Braxton,  Mr.  R.  Livingilon,  and  Mr. 
Tilp-hman. 

Refolved  t  That  Dofbor  Jonathan  Potts  be  employed  as  a  phyfician. 
and  fur^eon  in  the  Canada  department,  or  at  lake  George   as  the 
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general  fhall  direft,  but  that  this  appointment  fhall  not  fupercede 
Do^.   Stringer. 

Refolvedy  That  an  exprefs  be  fent  to  Hugh  Mercer,  Efq;  who 
was  yefterday  appointed  a  brigadier  general,  with  his  commiffion, 
and  that  be  be  defired  imniediately  to  repair  to  head  quarters  at 
New- York. 

A  memorial  of  Jacob  Ummenfetter  was  prefented  to  Congrefs 
and  read: 

Refolvedy  That  It  be  referred  to  the  committee  appointed  to  con-? 
tract  for  the  calling  of  cannon. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poflponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow, 

Friday,    June  7,    1776. 
The  Goimmittee  to  whom  was  referred     the  letter  from   Efeck 
Hopkins,  commodore   of  the  continental  fleet,  dated   Providence, 
May  2 2d,  brouo-ht  in  their  report,  which  being  tak^n  into  confi- 
deration  was  agreed  to  ;  whereupon, 

Refohed,  That  Mr.  Charles  Walker  of  New-Providence,  be  paid 
the  value  of  the  floop  Endeavour,  as  alfo  of  four  tons  of  lignum  vi- 
ta, and  one  hundred  cedar  pods,  taken  by  the  faid  commodore, 
for  the  ufe  of  the  colonies,  and  the  damages  the  fa!^  Walker  has 
fuftained  by  the  taking  and  detention  of  the  faid  veffel,  lignum  vitas 
and  pofts ;  the  faid  Walker  giving  a  full  acquittance  for  the  faid 
veffel,  goods  and  damages. 

Refolvedy  That  the  governor  of  the  colony  of  Connefticut  be  re- 
quefted  to  appoint  judicious  and  difmterefted  perfons  to  appraife 
the  veffel  and  goods  aforefaid,  at  the  time  when  they  were  taken, 
for  the  fervice  of  the  colonies,  and  to  eftimate  the  full  damages  fuf- 
tained by  the  faid  Walker,  and  report  to  this  Congrefs  forthwith, 
that  the  faid  Walker  may  be  indemnified  by  this  Congrefs. 

Refohed,  That  the  faid  Walker  have  his  eledion  to  receive  his 
veffel  again,  and  the  hire  of  her,  and  his  damages,  or  the  value  of 
her  to  be  afcertained  as  aforefaid* 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  committee  on 
the  refolutions  of  the  convention  of  South-Carolina,  refpeding  the 
battalions  raifed  in  that  colony,  and  after  fome  debate, 

Refohed,  That  it  be  recommitted. 

Congrefs  being  informed  that  complaint  is  m<ide  with  refped  to 
the  powder  manufadured  at  Ofwald  Eve's  mill: 

Refohed,  That  Mr.  V/ifner,  Mr.  Paine,  and  Mr.  R.  Livingfton 
be  a  committee  to  inquire  into  the  defect,  and  take  meafures  to 
have  it  remedied. 

Certain  refolutions  refpeding  Independency  being  moved  and 
feconded, 

Refohed,  That  the  confideration  of  them  be  referred  till  to-mor- 
row morning  :  and  that  the  members  be  enjoined  to  attend  punftu- 
^  ally 
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ally  at  ten  o'clock,  in  order  to  take  the  fame  into  their  conlidera* 
tion. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  confideration  of  the 
attempt  made  to  counterfeit  the  bills  of  credit  emitted  by  Congrei's, 
brought  in  their  report : 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  for  confideration. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed  : 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Saturday,  June  8.  1776. 

Refohed,  That  the  refolutions  refpeding  Independency  be  in- 
ferred to  a  committee  of  the  whole  Congrefs: 

The  Congrefs  then  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole, 
and  after  fome  time  the  prefident  refumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Har- 
rifon  reported  that  the  committee  have  taken  into  confideration  the 
matter  to  them  referred,  but  not  having  come  to  any  refolution 
thereon,  directed  him  to  move  for  leave  to  fit  again  on  Monday. 

Refolved y  That  this  Congrefs  will  on  Monday  next,  at  lo  o'clock, 
refoive  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  their  far- 
ther confideration  the  refolutions  referred  to  them. 

A  petition  of  John  Bayard,  Jofeph  Deane,  and  William  Er- 
{iuxit,  being  prefented  to  Congrefs  and  read. 

Rejolvedy  That  the  fecret  committee  be  direfted  to  fell  the  pe- 
titioners 550  lb.  of  powder,  and  400  lb.  of  fwivel  and  grape-fhot 
for  the  ufe  of  their  privateer  Hancock,  and  alfo  750  lb.  of  powdei* 
before  applied  for. 

The  feveral  ^natters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed  : 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

Monday,  June  10,  1776. 

Sundry  letters  were  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read,  viz. 

Two  from  general  Wafhington  of  the  7th  and  8th,  together 
with  copies  of  twenty  one  letters  and  papers  from  general  Schuyler 
and  others: 

One  from  the  commiffioners  in  Canada,  of  the  17th  of  May ;  and 

One  from  captain  Herman  Allen. 

Refolved,  That  the  faid  letters  and  papers  be  referred  to  the 
committee  appointed  on  the  6th,  to  confider  fundry  letters  that 
day  read. 

A  letter  from  Stephen  Moylan,  Efq;  exprefling  his  grateful 
thanks  to  Congrefs  for  appointing  him  to  the  office  of  quarter- 
mafter  general  ;  and  a  letter  from  the  convention  of  New- York  of 
the  7th,  were  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read. 

Refolved,  That  the  pay  of  the  continental  troops  in  the  middle 
department  be  henceforth  the  fame  as  that  of  the  troops  in  the 
eailern. 

Refolved 
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Refolved,  That  tQ-morrow  be  alTigned  for  the  appointment  of  a 
deputy  pay-mafter  general  for  the  eallern  department. 

Agreeable  to  ordor^  the  Congrefs  refolved  itfejf  into  a  committee 
pi  the  whole,  to  take  into  their  farther  confideration  the  refoluti- 
ons  to  them  referred,  and  after  fome  time  fpent  thereon,  the  pre- 
lident  vefumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Harrifon  reported  that  the  com- 
mittee have  had  under  confideration  the  matters  referred  to  them-^ 
and  have  pome  to  a  refolution  thereon,  which  they  directed  him  ta 
report. 

The  refoJution  agreed  to  in  committee  of  the  whole  Congrefs 
being  read, 

Refolved,  Tijat  the  confideration  of  the  firfl  refolution  be  pbft- 
poned  to  Monday  the  firft  day  of  July  next;  and  in  the  mean  while, 
that  no  time  be  loft,  in  cafe  the  Congrefs  agree  thereto,  that  a  com- 
mittee be  appointed  to  prepare  a  declaration  to  the  effeft  of  the 
faid  firft  refolution,  which  is  in  thefe  words,  "  That  thefe  United 
<«  Colonies  are,  and  of  right  ought  to  be,  free  and  Independant 
*«  ftates  ;  that  they  are  abfolved  from  all  allegiance  to  the  Britifh 
"  crown  ;  and  that  all  political  connexion  between  them  and  the 
"  ftate  of  Great'  Britain  is,  and  ought  to  be  totally  diffolved." 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed  : 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Tuesday,  Jime  ii.  1776.  . 

Two  letters  of  the  9th  and  loth  from  general  Waftiington  were 
read  and  referred  to  the  committee  appointed  on  the  6th. 

A  letter  from^  H.  E.  Stanhope  of  the  nth,  and  one  from  E. 
Webb  of  the  12th  of  May,  both  dated  from  Northampton  goal ; 
alfo  one  from  Mrs.  Connolly,  were  read  : 

Refolved^  That  thefe  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  prifoners. 

Refolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  confider  of 
a  compenfation  to  the  fecretary  for  his  fervices  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  J.  Adams,  Mr.  Rutledge,  and  Mr. 
Hewes. 

RefAved,  That  an  order  for  10,000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the 
treafurer,  in  favour  of  Carpenter  Wharton,  for  the  ufe  of  the 
Pennfylvania  battalions,  he  to  be  accountable. 

Refolved,  That  the  fum  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  be  paid 
the  indian  interpreter  for  his  fervices,  and  to  defray  his  expences. 

The  prefent  for  the  indians  being  provided,  they  were  called  in, 
and  the  fpeech  agreed  to  v/as  delivered  as  follows  : 

«  Brothers,  We  hope  the  friendfliip  that  is  between  you  and  us 
vyill  be  firm,  and  continue  as  long  as  the  fun  fnall  ftine,  and  the 
waters  run,  that  we  and  you  may  be  as  one  people,  and  have  but 
one  heart,  and  be  kind  to  one  another  as  brethren. 

Brothers,  The  king  of  Great-Britain  hearkening  to  the  evil 
council  of  fomc  of  his  foolifn  young  men,  is  angry   with  us,  be- 

cauie 
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caufe  W€  will  not  let  him  take  away  from  us  our  land  and  all  that 
we  have,  and  give  it  to  them,  and  becaufe  we  will  not  do  every 
thing  that  he  bids  us,  and  hath  hindered  his  people  from  bringing 
eoods  to  us,  but  we  have  made  provifion  for  getting  fuch  a  quanti- 
ty of  them,  that  we  hope  we  fliall  be  able  to  fupply  your  wants  as 
formerly. 

Brothers,  We  fhall  order  all  our  warriors  and  young  men  not 
to  hurt  you  or  any  of  your  kindred,  and  we  hope  you  will  not 
fuffer  any  of  your  young  men  to  join  with  our  enemies,  or  to  do  a- 
ny  wrong  to  us,  that  nothing  may  happen  to  make  any  quarrel  be- 
tween us. 

Brothers,  We  defire  you  to  accept  a  few  neceflaries,  which  we 
prefent  you  with,  as  tokens  of  our  good  will  towards  you." 

The  prefents  being  delivered,  the  indian  chief  begged  leave  to 
give  a  name  to  the  prefident ;  the  fame  being  granted,  an  Ononda- 
go  chief  arofe,  and  faluted  the  prefident  by  the  name  of  Karan- 
duaan,  or  the  Great  Tree^  by  which  name  he  informed  him  the 
prefident  will  be  known  among  the  fix  nations. 

After  which  the  indians  took  their  leave  and  withdrew. 

A  letter  from  brigadier  general  Sullivan,  dated  at  St.  Johns, 
June  I,  was  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read. 

Refohedi  That  colonel  Shee  and  cobnel  Magaw,  be  ordered 
immediately  to  march  with  their  regiments  to  New -York. 

Refohedi  That  the  fecret  com.mittee  be  direfted  to  lend  the 
committee  of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania,  four  tons  of  powder. 

Refolved,  That  letters  be  fent  by  exprefs  to  the  feveral  colonies 
who  are  to  furnifli  militia  for  the  defence  of  New-York,  acquaint- 
ing them  of  the  neceffity  of  forwarding  the  fupplies  with  all  pofii- 
ble  difpatch. 

Refohed,  That  the  committee  for  preparing  the  declaration  con- 
fift  of  live  ; 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  JefFerfon,  Mr.  J.  Adams,  Mr.  Frank- 
lin, Mr.  Sherman,  and  Mr.  R.  R.  LIvingfton. 

Refohed,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  prepare  and  digefl 
the  form  of  a  confederation  to  be  entered  into  between  thefe  colo- 
nies. 

That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  prepare  a  plan  of  treaties  to  be 
propofed  to  foreign  powers. 

Mr.  Chafe,  and  Mr.  Carroll  of  Carrollton,  two  of  the  commif- 
fioners  being  arrived  from  Canada,  attended  and  gave  an  account 
of  their  proceedings,  and  the  ftate  of  the  army  in  that  country. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poilponed  : 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow.  .^ 

Wednesday,  June  12,   1776' 
Colonel   Roberdeau,  on  behalf  of  the  owners  of  the  privateers 
which  have  taken  fome  prizes,  on  board  of  which  wad  a  quantity 

of 
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cf  dollai-s  to  the  amount  of  22,000,  having  tendered  to  Congrefs 
the  moiety  belonging  to  them,  in  exchange  for  continental  bills  of 
credit  : 

Refohed^  That  their  offer  be  accepted,  and  that  application  be 
made  to  the  agent  for  the  men,  for  the  moiety  belonging  to  them, 
and  that  continental  money  be  given  them  in  lieu  thereof. 

Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  eleftion  of  a  deputy  pay  mafter  gene- 
ral for  the  eaftern  department,  and  tlie  ballots  being  taken, 

Ebenezer  Hancock  was  elefted  unanimoufly, 

Refolvedy  That  the  fum  of  150,000  dollars  be  fent  to  Mr.  E. 
Hancock,  deputy  paymafter  general  for  the  ufe  of  the  continental 
troops  in  the  eaftern  department. 

The  committee,  to  whom  colonel  Hand's  letter  of  the  3d  of 
May  laft  was  referred,  brought  in  their  report,  which  was  taken 
into  confideration ;  whereupon, 

Refolved,  That  general  Wafhington  be  direfted  to  order  the  rif- 
fles of  fuch  men  belonging  to  the  riffle  regiment  as  will  not  re- 
inlill  to  be  pUrchafed,  and  that  the  general  order  the  payment  out 
of  the  military  cheft  : 

That  the  riffle  res:iment  be  allowed  a  drummer  and  fifer  to  each 
company : 

That  9000  dollars  hz  advanced  to  colonel  Hand,  to  purchafe  an 
uniform  for  the  riffle  regiment,  the  laid  fum  to  be  flopped  out  of 
the  pay  of  the  faid  regiment. 

Refohed,  That  captain  Grier,  who  is  returned  from  Virginia 
with  his  detachment  and  a  number  of  recruits,  be  directed  to  join 
the  battalions  on  their  march  to  New-York,  and  that  Mr.  Qi 
Wharton  be  directed  to  fupply  them  with  rations. 

Refoivedy  That  the  fecret  committee  be  dire<5led  to  deliver  to 
colonel  Ma8;aw,  for  the  ufe  of  his  battalion,  the  191  mullcets  fent 
up  by  captain  Barry. 

Refohed^  That  the  committee  to  prepare  and  digeft  the  form  of 
2  confederation  to  be  entered  into  between  thefe  colonies,  confift  of 
a  member  from  each  colony  : 

The  members  appointed,  Mr.  Bartlett,  Mr,  S.  Adams,  Mr. 
Hopkins,  Mr.  Sherman,  Mr.  R.  R.  Livingilon,  Mr.  Dickinfon, 
Mr.  M'Kean,  Mr.  Stone,  Mr.  Nelfon,  Mr.  Hewes,  Mr.  E.  Rut- 
]c:A^Zy  and  Mr.  Gv/innet. 

Refolved,  That  the  committee  to  prepare  a  plan  of  treaties  to  be 
propofed  to  foreign  powers  confiil  of  five  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Dickinfon,  Mr.  Franklin,  Mr.  J. 
Adams,  Mr.  Harrilon,  and  Mr.  R.  Morris. 

Ccnqrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  committee  on 
a  war  office;  whereupon, 

Refohed^  That  a  committee  of  Congrefs  be  appointed  by  the 
name  of  a  board  of  war  and  ordinance,  to  confift  of  five  members. 

That 
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That  a  fecretary,  and  one  or  more  clerks  be  appointed  by  Con- 
grefs,  with  competent  falaries,  to  affift  the  faid  board  in  executing 
the  bufinefs  of  their  department : 

That  it  fhall  be  the  duty  of  the  faid  board,  to  obtain  and  keep 
an  alphabetical  and  accurate  regifter  of  the  names  of  all  officers  of 
the  land  forces  in  the  fervice  of  the  United  Colonies,  with  their 
rank  and  the  dates  of  their  refpedlive  commiflions ;  and  alfo  regu- 
lar accounts  of  the  ftate  and  difpofition  of  the  troops  in  the  refpec- 
tive  colonies,  for  which  purpofe  the  generals  and  officers  comman- 
ding in  the  different  departments  and  pofts^  are  to  caufe  regular 
returns  to  be  made  into  the  faid  war  office  : 

That  they  ihall  obtain  and  keep  exa6l  accounts  of  all  the  artille- 
ry, arms,  ammunition  and  warlike  ftores,  belonging  to  the  United 
Colonies,  and  of  the  manner  in  which,  and  the  places  where  the 
fame  fhall  from  time  to  time  be  lodged  and  employed ;  and  that 
they  fhall  have  the  immediate  care  of  all  fuch  artillery,  arms,  am- 
munition, and  warlike  ftores,  as  fhall  not  be  employed  in  a6lual 
fervice  ;  for  preferving  whereof,  they  fhall  have  power  to  hire 
proper  magazines  at  the  public  expence  : 

That  they  fliall  have  the  care  of  forwarding  all  difpatches  from 
Congrefs  to  the  colonies  and  armies,  and  all  monies  to  be  tranfmit- 
ted  for  the  public  fervice  by  order  of  Congrefs  ;  and  of  providing  ^ 
fuitable    efcorts  and  guards  for  the  fafe  conveyance  of  fuch  dif- 
;  patches  and  monies,  when  it  fhall  appear  to  them  to  be  necefTary  ; 
;      That    they  fhall   fuperintend  the    raifing,  fitting  out,  and   dif- 
i  patching  all  fuch  land  forces  as  may  be  ordered  for  the  fervice  of 
Uhe  United  Colonies  : 

}      That   they  fhall  have  the  care  and  diredion  of  all  prifoners  of 
I  war,  agreeable  to  the  orders  and  regulations  of  Congrefs  : 
I      That  they  ihall  keep  and  preferve  in  the  faid  office  in  regular  or- 
i  der,  all  original  letters  and  papers,   which  fhall  come  into  the  faid 
I  office  by  order  of  Congrefs  or  otherwife,   and  fhall  alfo  caufe   all 
draughts    of  letters   and  difpatches  to  be  made  or  tranfcribed   in 
;  books  to  be  fet  apart  for  that  purpofe,  and  fhall  caufe  fair  entries 
■  in  like  manner  to  be  made,  and  regifters  preferved  of  all  other  bufi- 
'i  nefs,  which  fhall  be  tranfacled  in  the  faid  office  : 
i      That  before  the  fecretary  or  any  clerk  of  the  war  office  fliall  en- 
ter on  his  office,    they  fliall  refpeftively  take  and  fubfcribe  the  fol- 
I  lowing  oath,  a  certificate  whereof  fliall  be  filed  in  the  faid  office, 
■j      "   I  A.  B.  do  folemnly  fwear,  that  I   v.'ill  not  direftly  or  indi- 
!  feftly,  divulge  any  matter  or  thing,  which  ihall  come  to  my  know- 
ledge as  fecretary  of  the  board  of  war  and  ordinance,   (or  clerk  of 
I  the  board  of  war  and  ordinance)   eflabliHied  by  Congrefs,  without 
I  the  leave  of  the  faid  board  of  war  and  ordinance,  and  that   I  will 
j  faithfully  execute  my  faid  office  according  to  the  befl  of  my   fl<:ill 
and  judgment.  So  help  me  God." 

Vol.  II.  D  d  That 
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That  tlie  faid  board  of  war  be  authorlfed  to  hire  fultable  apart- 
ments, and  provide  books,  papers,  and  other  neceflaries  at  the  con- 
tinental expence,  for  carrying  on  the  bufinefs  of  the  faid  office. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  feveral  letters  from  the  commiffion- 
ers  in  Canada,  and  major  general  Schuyler,  with  the  papers  en- 
clofed  therein  were  referred,  brought  in  their  report,  which  was 
read. 

The  commifiloners  to  Canada  alfo  brought  in  a  report  in  writ- 
ing, which  was  read. 

Refolved,  That  the  faid  two  reports  be  referred  to  the  committee 
of  the  whole  Congrefs. 

Congrefs  then  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to 
take  into  coniideration  the  reports  to  them  referred,  and  after  fome 
time  fpent  thereon,  the  prefident  refumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Har- 
rifon  reported,  that  the  committee  have  made  fome  progref&  in  the 
matters  referred  to  them,  but  not  having  finifhed,  direiSed  him  to 
move  for  leave  to  fit  again. 

Refolved y  That  this  Congrefs  will  to-morrow  again  refolve  itfelf 
into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  their  farther  confide- 
ration  the  reports  referred  to  them. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Thursday,  June  13,   1776. 

A  letter  from  Mr.  M'Kean  dated  2  o'clock  this  morning,  and  a 
letter  from  the  committee  of  Lewis-town  of  the  J  ith,  were  laid 
before  Congrefs  and  read  ;  whereupon, 

Refolved^  That  the  fecret  committee  be  dlre<51:ed  to  forward  one 
ton  of  gun  powder,  and  a  proportionable  quantity  of  lead,  if  to 
be  got,  to  the  com.mittee  of  fsfety  of  the  counties  on  Delaware, 
for  the  ufe  of  the  militia  in  that  government  ; 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  aflembly  of  Pennfylvania  imme- 
diately to  order  a  battalion  of  the  provincial  riffle  men  to  march  to 
the  afliftance  of  the  militia  in  Delaware  government : 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  affembly  or  committee  of  fafety 
of  Delaware  g-overnment,  to  caufe  all  the  difaffeded  in  their  colo- 
ny to  be  difarmed,  and  the  arms  to  be  difpofed  of  agreeable  to  a 
former  refolution  of  Congrefs  : 

That  the  commanding  officer  of  the  riffle  battalion  of  affociators 
in  this  citv,  be  requefted  to  order  a  company  of  the  faid  battalion 
to  efcort  the  powder  fent  to  the  Delaware  government,  until  they 
fliail  reach  the  provincial  battalion  of  rlfflxcmen,  ordered  to  march 
to  tlr:  afllflance  of  the  Delav.'are  militia. 

A  Ifcttrr  from  James  M'Lene,  chairman  of  the  committee  of 
Shippenfhiirg,  enclofing  certain  refolutions  relpefting  fome  powder 
they  have  ilopped,  which  was  fent  by  Mr.  L.  Morris  to  George 
Morgan,  Efq;  at  Pittsburg,  was  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read. 

Refohfd, 
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Uefokedt  That  the  prefident  return  an  anfwer,  and  inform  the 
committee,  that  the  powder  was  fent  to  G.  Morgan,  Efq;  by  or- 
der o^  Congrefs,  and  requeft  them  to  ufe  their  endeavours  to  have 
the  fkrne  forwarded  with  all  fafety  and  difpatch  to  Mr.  Morgan  at 

A  letter  of  the  i  ith  from  the  convention  of  New-York  was  alfo 
read,  and  referred  to  the  committee  appointed  the  6th. 

Rsfilvsd,  That  the  fec.et  committee  be  direfted  to  ftop  the  ex- 
portation of  any  faltcd  provifions,  which  they  may  have  ordered  to 
be  n.^'i-'e  from  N-^v-York. 

Rrijivcd,  T  :.the  fecret  committee  be  direfted  to  deliver  100  lb. 
•of  powder  t  :;ie  order  of  the  committee  appointed  to  contrafl  for 
the  cafting  >i  cannon. 

Refohedi   That  an   order  for  600  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  trea-  - 

furers,  in  favour  of  captain  James  G-rier,  he  to  be  accountable,  for 
the  lame,  and  to  render  an  account  thereof  to  the  paymafter  gene* 
jal,  upon  his  arrival  at  New-York. 

Rejolved,  That  the  pay  of  the  fecretary  of  the  board  of  war  and 
ordinance,  be  at  the  rate  of  800  dollars  a  year. 

Congr^fs  having  proceeded  to  the  ele6lion  of  a  committee  to 
form  the  board  of  war  and  ordinance,  the  following  members  were 
chofen, 

Mr.  J.  Adams,  Mr.  Sherman,  Mr.  Harrifon,  Mr.  Wilfon,  and  ^^Qn*^ 
Mr.  E.  Rutledge  : 

Richard  Peters,  Efq;  was  ele£ied  fecretary  of  the  faid  board. 

The  committee  on  qualifications  having  recommended  Doftor 
Benjamin  Allifon,  as  furgeon  to  the  firft  Pennfylvania  battalion 
now  in  Canada, 

George  Tudor,  to  be  captain  of  the  company  lately  commanded 
by    Walter  Stewart,  in  the  third  Pennfylvania  battalion, 

Mr.  John  Duguid,  as  a  firft  lieutenant  in  the  faid  third  batta- 
lion, 

Mr,  Herman  Stout,  as  a  feeond  lieutenant  in  the  faid  battalion. 

And  Mr.  Andrew  Graydon,  as  an  enfign  in  the  faid  battalion  : 

Refohedy  That  they  be  accepted,  and  that  commiflions  be 
granted  to  them  accordingly. 

Congrefs  then  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to 
take  into  their  farther  confideration  the  reports  to  them  referred, 
and  after  fome  time  fpent  thereon,  the  prefident  refumed  the  chair, 
and  Mr.  Harrifon  reported,  that  the  committee  have  made  fome 
farther  progrefs  in  the  matters  referred  to  them,  but  not  having 
yet  come  to  a  conclufion,   defired  him  to  move  for  leave  to  fit  a^ain. 

Refolved,  That  this  Congrefs  will  to-morrow  again  /  refolve  itfelf 
into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  their  farther  confidera- 
tion the  reports  to  them  referred. 

The  marine  committee  reported,  that  complaints  are   made  a- 
gainft  commodore  £.  Hopkins,  captain  Saltonftal,  and  capt.  Whip- 
ple, 
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pie,  for  breach  of  orders  and  other  mal-praftlces  ;  whereupon, 
RefrAved,  That  the  marine  committe  be  direfted  to  inform  com- 
modore E.  Hopkins,  captain  Sahonftal,  and  captain  Whipple,  of 
the  complaints  lodged  againft  them,  and  order  them  immediately 
to  repair  to  Philadelphia,  to  anfwer  for  their  conduft. 

Refohedf  That  in  cafe  the  enemy's  (hips  of  vvar  attempt  to  come 
up  the  river  Delaware,  that  the   fecret    committee    be  impowered 
and   direfted  to    deliver  fuch  a  quantity   of  powder   as  they  fhall 
judge  neceflary  to  the  committee  of  fafety  of  Pennfyivania, 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Friday,  June  14,  1776. 

Refolvedi  That  an  order  for  1500  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  trear 
furers,  in  favour  of  Mr.  George  Evans,  commiffary  ;  for  the  ufe  of 
the  continental. troops  in  Delaware  government,  he  to  be  accountr 
able. 

A  letter  of  the  loth  from  the  committee  of  fafety  of  Maryland, 
was  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read ;  alfo  a  letter  of  the  i6th  of 
May  from  the  commifiioners  in  Canada,  recommending  major  Du- 
bois to  the  notice  of  Congrefs  for  promotion. 

Refohedy  That  the  commanding  officer  in  the  barracks  be  direfl- 
ed  to  deliver  the  prifoner  in  his  cuftody  to  the  committee  of  fafety 
of  Pennfylvania,  w^ho  are  defired  to  treat  him  agreeable  to  former 
refolutions  of  Congrefs. 

A  letter  of  the  13th  from  general  Wafhington,  inclofmg  two  let- 
ters from  major  general  Schuyler  of  the  8th,  and  fundry  other 
letters  and  papers  was  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read : 

Refolvedy  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  the  (landing  committee 
on  indian  affairs,  and  that  the  committee  be  diredled  to  fit  forth- 
with. 

A  letter  of  the  13th  from  W.  Livingfton,  inclofmg  a  letter 
from  Thomas  Little  of  the  2d,  was  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read  : 

Refolvedy  That  they  be  referred  to  the  committee  appointed  to 
inquire  into  and  remedy  the  defedls  of  the  powder  manufactured  at 
Mr.  O.  Eve's  mill. 

The  committee,  to  whom  were  referred  the  letters  from  general 
Wafhington  of  the  9th  and  lOth,  and  a  letter  from  the  prefident  of 
the  convention  of  New-York,  with  the  papers  inclofed,  brought  in 
their  report,  which  was  taken  into  confideration  ;   whereupon, 

Refolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  convention  of  the  co- 
lony of  New-York,  t^o  make  effectual  provifion  for  detedling,  re- 
ftraining,  and  punifliing  difaffeded  and  dangerous  perfons  in  that 
colony,  and  to  prevent  all  perfons  from  having  any  intercourfe  or 
correfpondence  with  the  enemy  ;  and  that  general  Wafhington  af- 
ford his  aid  therein,  when  neceffary. 

Whereas  it  has  been  reprefented  to  this  Congrefs,  that  great 
quantities  of  falted  beef  and  pork  have  been  purchafed  for  sxporta- 
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tion  which  if  not  reftramed  may  render  the  fupplies  of  the  army  dif- 
ficult and  uncertain : 

Rcfqlved,  therefore,  That  no  falted  beef  or  pork,  except  as  much 
as  may  be  neceiTary  for  the  ufe  of  the  crev/,  be  exported  from  ai^y 
of  the  United  Colonies  in  any  veffel,  under  any  pretence  whatever, 
until  the  further  order  of  this  Congrefs. 

The  committee  appointed  to'confider  of  a  compenfation  to  the  fe- 
cretary  for  his  fervices,  brought  in  their  report,  which  was  agreed 
to  as  follows  : 

That  the  fum  of  one  thoufandtwo  hundred  dollars  be  granted  and 
paid  out  of  the  public  treafury  to  Charles  Thompfon,  fecretary  to 
the  United  Colonies,  in  confideration  of  his  faithful  fervices  for  one 
year,  ending  the  iqth,  of  May  laft. 

The  committee,  to  whom  general  Wafhington's  letter  of  the  I5th5, 
and  major  ger.c^-al  Schuyler's  of  the  8th,  were  referred  brought  in 
their  report  which  was  taken  into  confideration :  whereupon, 

Refolvedy  That  o^eneral  Schuyler  and  the  other  commiflioners  for 
Indian  affairs  in  the  northern  department  be  direfted  immediately 
to  hold  a  conference  with  the  fix  nations;  to  engage  them  in  ourin- 
rereil  upon  the  bell  terms  that  can  be  procured,  and  treat  with  them 
on  the  principles  and  in  the  decifive  manner  mentioned  in  his  letter: 

That  general  Schuyler's  preparations  for  immediately  taking  poft 
at  fort  Stanwix  and  erefting  a  fortification  there  be  approved  of; 
and  that  general  Wafhington  be  inflrufted  to  give  him  diredlipns  for 
carrying  that  meafure  into  execution. 

Refolvedy  That  the  committee  on  fpies  be  dire<?i:ed  to  revife  the 
rules  and  articles  of  war,  and  to  make  fuch  additions  and  alterations 
as  they  may  judge  proper,  and  lay  the  fame  before  Congrefs  for 
their  confideration. 

A  petition  from  Mrs.  ***,  was  prefented  to  Congrefs  and  read : 

Refolvedy  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  fpies. 

A  meniprial  from  the  committee  of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania  was  pre- 
fented to  Congrefs  and  read;  fetting  forth,  that  a  committee  of  the 
affembly  accompanied  by  the  general  officers  lately  in  town,  and  a 
fldlful  engineer,  have  viewed  the  river  Delaware,  and  the  fortifica- 
tions and  defences  ere6led  at  the  expence  of  the  colony  of  Penfylva- 
ma,to  oppofe  and  prevent  the  paffage  of  the  enemy's  ftiips;  and  that 
they  have  judged  it  neceiTary  for  farther  I'ecurity  that  a  redoubt 
fhould  be  erected  at  Billingfport  on  the  New-Jerfey  fide,  and  that  a 
boom  fhould  be  there  thrown  acrofs,  or  fame  other  obflru6lions  fixed 
in  the  channel;  and  praying  as  the  place  for  the  redoubt  is  out  of 
their  government  and  as  their  colony  has  expended  a  very  large  fum 
for  the  defence  of  the  river,  that  the  Cbngrefs  would  direct  the  works 
to  be  done  at  the  continental  expence;  whereupon, 

Refolvedy  That  the  committee  of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania  vbe  im- 
powered,  at  the  continental  expence,  to  ere£t  the  redoubt  and  to 
lis  the  boom  or  other  obftrudions  at  the  places  aforefaid. 

Thomas 
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Thomas  Bales,  blackfmith,  propoling  to  fnpply  the  continental 
troops  with  a  quantity  of  camp  kettfes  of  fheet  iron  at  one  and 
one-third  dollar  each,  provided  he  can  have  credit  for  five  tons  of 
fneet  iron. 

i  Refohed,  That  Timothy  Matlack,  Efq.  be  direfted  to  write  to 
Thomas  Mayberry  of  Mountholly,  the  manufadlurer  of  fheet  iron, 
to  fend  down  to  him  five  tons  of  fheet  iron,  for  which  he  will  be 
paid  on  the  delivery;  and  that  Mr.  Matlack  be  dire£led  to  receive 
the  faid  iron,  and  deliver  it  out  as  it  may  be  wanted  to  Thomas 
Bales,  and  receive  the  kettles  as  fait  as  made. 

The  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poilponed  : 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Saturday,  June  15.  1776. 
Sundry  letters  were  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read,  viz. 
One  from  Mr.  M'Kean  of  the  13th,  and  one  from  Mr.  P.  Peters: 
One  from  general  Wafhington  of  the  14th,  inclofing  the  copy 
of  a  letter  from  general  Schuyler  of  the  loth,  and  fundry  other 

papers : 

One  from  governor  Trumbull  of  the  lOth,  with  fundry  papers 

inclofed :  « 

One  from  David  Waterbury  of  the  6th,  with  accounts  inclofed. 

Refohed,  That  the  letter  from  D.  Waterbury,  veith  the  accounts 
inclofed,  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  claims, 

A  letter  from  the  committee  of  fafety  of  Virginia,  of  the  5th, 
informinp-  of  the  arrival  of  five  tons  of  powder,  on  account  of  the 
continent,  was  read  ;  whereupon, 

Refolvedy  That  one  half  of  the  faid  continental  powder  be  left  in 
Virginia,  and  the  other  half  forwarded  to  the  commanding  office^ 
in  South-Carolina. 

Refohed,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  take  into 
confideration  the  flate  of  Georgia,  and  report  thereon  to  Congrefs  : 

The  members  chofen  Mr.  Hopkins,  Mr.  Harrifon  and  Mr.  S. 

Adams. 

The  marine  committee  having  recommended 

Mr.  Hedor  M'Neal  to  command  the  frigate  Bofton  ; 

Mr.  John  Brown  to  be  lieutenant  of  the  fame ; 

Mr.  Thomas  Grennel  to  command  the  frigate  Montgomery ; 

Refohed,  That  they  be  accepted,  and  that  commifTions  be  grant- 
ed to  them  accordingly. 

A  memorial  from  the  owners  of  four  private  fhips  of  war,  fitted 
and  fitting  out  in  Philadelphia,  was  prefented  to  Congrefs  and  read: 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported,  that  there  is  due. 

For  expences  of  fick  men  belonging  to  the  6th  Pennfylvania  bat- 
talion, the  fum  of  58^^  dollars,'  and  that  the  fame  ought  to  be 
paid  to  captain  Samuel  Beaezet : 
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To  Hugh  Hodge,  for  fundry  neccffaries  for  the  fick  of  the  third 
t*ennfylvania  battalion,  the  fum  of  34JLi.  dollars  : 

To  Robert  Erwin,  waggon-mafter,  for  tranfporting  falt-petre 
from  Egg-harbour  to  Cooper's  ferry,  the  fum  of  2ioL^  dollars  : 

To  Peter  Agnew,  for  repairing  arms  for  the  fifth  Pennfylvania 
battalion,  the  fum  of  1 1 2.-1  dollars. 

The  faid  committee  farther  reported,  That  Peter  Noble,  a  fol- 
dier  belonging  to  colonel  Hinman's  battalion,  (captain  Watfon's 
company)  who  was  taken  prifoner  near  Montreal,  with  colonel 
Eathan  Allen,  ought  to  have  the  fum  of  40  dollars  advanced  to 
him  and  his  receipt  taken  for  the  fame,  as  part  of  his  pay. 

Ordered^  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

It  being  reprefented  to  Congrefs,  that  a  number  of  officers, 
whofe  men  left  them  laft  winter  in  Canada,  and  who  remained  and 
ferved  there  during  the  whole  winter,  were  returned,  and  w^ere  de- 
lirous  of  being  fome  way  employed  and  provided  for : 

Refolved,  That  this  cafe  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war  and  or- 
dinance, who  are  defired  to  fit  as  foon  as  conveniently  they  can, 
and  report  thereon  to  Congrefs. 

Refolved,  That  the  prefident  write  to  governor  Trumbull,  de- 
iiring  that  he  will  deliver  to  the  agent  of  the  committee  of  fafety  of 
Pennfylvania,  the  cannon  and  trucks  ordered  by  Congrefs  to  be 
taken  from  New-London,  and  that  he  be  informed  the  Congrefs 
exped  this  refolution  will  be  immediately  complied  with. 

Refolved^  That  the  letters  from  governor  Trumbull,  general 
Wafhington  and  general  Schuyler,  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war 
and  ordinance. 

Refolvedi  That  the  report  of  the  committee  on  general  Wafhlng- 
ton's  letters  of  the  9th  and  TOth,  which  was  left  unfinifhed,  toge- 
ther with  the  amendments  moved  and  feconded,  be  referred  to  the 
committee  of  the  whole  Congrefs. 

The  Congrefs  then  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole, 
to  take  into  their  farther  confideration  the  reports  referred  to  them, 
and  after  fome  time  fpent  thereon,  the  prefident  refumed  the  chair, 
and  Mr.  Harrifon  reported  that  the  committee  have  had  under 
confideration  the  matters  to  them  referred,  and  have  come  to  fun- 
dry  refolutions  thereon,  which  they  ordered  him  to  report ;  but 
not  having  yet  finiihed,  defired  him  to  move  for  leave  to  fit  aojain. 

The  report  from  the  committee  of  the  whole  being  delivered  in, 

Refolved^  That  a  committee  of  four  be  appointed  to  digeil  and 
arrange  the  feveral  refolutions  agreed  to  in  the  committee  of  the 
whole,  in  order  to  be  laid  before  Congrefs;  and  that  the  commit- 
tee of  the  whole  be  difcharged  of  the  reports,  fo  far  as  they  relate 
to  the  cartel  entered  into  between  brigadier  general  Arnold  and 
captain  Forfter  for  an  exchange  of  prlfoners,  and  that  the  fame  be 
referred  to  the  committee  now  to  be  anpointed: 

The 
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The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Jefferfon,  Mr.  Braxton,  Mr.  Paine^ 
and  Mr.  Middleton. 

Jiefohsdy  That  this  Congrefs  will  on  Monday  next  again  refolve 
itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  their  farther  con- 
fideration  the  reports  to  therri  referred. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

MoNDAYj  Jime  17.    1776. 

A  letter  of  the  7th  of  May  from  brigadier  general  Armfl:rong  ; 
and  one  of  the  6th  of  June  from  the  committee  of  Albany,  were 
laid  before  Congrefs  and  read. 

The  board  of  war  and  ordinance,  to  whom  the  letter  from  go- 
vernor Trumbull  of  the  10th  of  June  was  referred,  brought  in  their 
report,  which  was  taken  into  confideration  ;  whereupon, 

Refohedy  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  governor  and  affembly 
of  Conne^icut,  to  fend  the  two  battalions  mentioned  in  the  faid 
letter  as  raifed,  one  for  Bofton,  and  one  for  New-York,  into  Ca- 
nada forthwith,  as  propofed  in  the  faid  letter ;  and  that  a  battalion 
of  militia  be  fent  to  Bofton,  inftead  of  the  one  intended  for  that 
place  : 

That  blank  com  millions  be  fent  to  governor  Trumbull,  for  the 
officers  of  the  battalion  intended  for  New-York  ;  the  prefent  exi- 
gency requiring  this  meafure,  the  fame  not  to  be  drawn  into  pre- 
cedent : 

That  10,500  dollars  be  paid  into  the  hands  of  the  delegates  of 
Connedlicut,  to  be  fent  to  that  colony,  to  defray  the  expences  of 
raifinsj  the  faid  regiment : 

Ttiat  governorTrumbull  be  informed,  that  Congrefs  are  of  opi- 
nion, that  the  provilion  made  by  the  late  a6l  of  affembly  ofCon- 
nedticut,  for  the  purpofe  of  engaging  one  third  of  the  militia  on 
the  fea  coaH,  and  one  fourth  in  the  interior  part  of  that  colony, 
for  the  defence  thereof,  and  of  the  neighbouring  colonies,  will  by 
no  means  anfwer  the  objed  the  Congrefs  had  in  view  by  their  refo- 
lution  of  the  3d  of  June  ;  and  requeft  that  fuch  fteps  be  taken  by 
the  alfembly  of  that  colony,  as  (hall  feem  to  them  mod  likely  to 
carry  into  effed  the  faid  requifition. 

Refolve d.  That  commifTions  be  granted  to  the  officers  appointed 
by  the  aiTembly  of  Connedicut  for  the  regiment  ordered  to  be 
ra'ifcd  in  that  colony,  for  the  fcrvice  of  the  continent. 

Refihed,  That  the  fecret  committee  be  direfted  to  fell  two  tons 
of  gun-powder  to  the  convention  of  New-Jerfey,for  the  ufe  of  their 
militia. 

The  committee  appointed  to  digeft  and  methodize  the  refoluti- 
ons  entered  into  by  the  committee  of  the  whoTe,  having  performed 
that  fervice,  brought  in  their  report,  which  was  taken  into  confi- 
deration ;  whereupon,  ' 

Refolvcd,  That ^an  experienced  general  be  immediately  fent  into 

Canada, 
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Canadaj  with  power  to  appoint  a  deputy  adjutant-general,  a  depu- 
ty mufter-mafter  general,  and  fuch  other  officers  as  he  fhall  find 
neceffary  for  the  good  of  the  fervlce,  and  to  fill  up  vacancies  in  the 
army  in  Canada,  and  notify  the  fame  to  Congrefs  for  their  appro- 
bation ;  that  he  alfo  have  power  to  fufpend  any  officer  there,  till 
the  pleafure  of  Congrefs  be  known,  he  giving  his  reafons  for  fo 
doing  in  the  orders  of  fufpenfion,  and  tranfmitting  to  Congrefs  as 
foon  as  poffible,  the  charge  againft  fuch  officer  ;  provided,  that  this 
power  of  fufpehding  officers  and  filling  up  vacancies,  fhall  not  be 
continued  beyond  the  firft  day  of  Odober  next : 

That  general  Wafhington  be  .directed  to  fend  major  general 
Gates  into  Canada,  to  take  the  command  of  the  forces  in  that  pro- 
vince : 

That  no  officer  futtle  or  fell  to  the  foldiers,  on  penalty  of  being 
fined  one  month's  pay,  and  difmilfed  the  fervice  with  infamy,  on 
convittion  before  a  court-martial  : 

That  the  baggage  of  officers  and  foldiers  be  regulated  conform- 
ably to  the  rules  in  the  Britifli  armies  : 

That  all  fales  of  arms,  ammunition,  cloathing,  and  accoutre- 
inents  made  by  foldiers,  be  void  : 

That  no  troops  employed  in  Canada  be  difbanded  there  ;  that 
all  foldiers  in  Canada,  ordered  to  be  difbanded,  or,  whofe  times  of 
inliftment  being  expii'ed,  fhall  refufe  to  re-inlift,  fhall  be  fent  under 
proper  officers  to  Ticonderoga,  or  fuch  other  pofl  on  the  lakes  as 
the  general  fhall  dire6l,  where  they  fhall  be  moftered,  and  the 
arms,  accoutrements,  blankets,  and  utenfils  which  they  may  have 
belonging  to  the  public,  fhall  be  delivered  up,  and  depofited  in  the 
public  flore  : 

That  a  deputy  mufter-mafler  general  be  immediately  fent  into 
Canada : 

That  the  local  commilfaries  and  quarter-maflers,  appointed  at 
the  different  garrifons  or  pofls,  fhall  make  vveekly  returns  to  the  ge- 
neral, of  the  provifions  and  flores  in  the  places  at  which  they  may 
happen  to  be  flationed  : 

That  the  general  officers,  deputy  quarter- mailer  general,  local 
commilfaries,  pay-mafler  in  Canada,  and  all  other  perfons  there, 
v/ho  have  received  public  monies,  be  ordered  without  delay  to  ren- 
der and  fettle  their  accounts;  on  which  fettlement  no  general  offi- 
cer fhall  receive  pay  as  colonel  of  a  regiment,  nor  field  officer  as 
captain  of  a  company  : 

That  general  Schuyler  be  dire<fted  to  make  a  good  waggon-road 
from  fort  Edward  to  Chefhire's;  to  clear  Wood  creek,  and  to  con- 
llru6l  a  lock  at  Skenefborough,  fo  as  to  have  a  continued  navigati- 
on for  batteaus  from  Chefhire's  into  lake  Champlain  ;  to  ereft  a 
grand  magazine  at  Chefhire's,  and  fecure  it  by  a  ftockade  fort;  to 
ere6l  a  faw-mill  at  Scoon  creek  ;  to  order  fl<:ilful  perfons  to  furvey 
and  take  the  level  of  the  waters  falling  into  Hudfon's  river  near 
Vol.  II.  E  e  fort 
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fort  Edward,  and  thofe  which  fall  into  Woodcreek  and  interlock 
with  the  former,  particularly  Jones'  run  and  Half-way  brook,  the 
latter  of  which  is  faid  to  difcharge  itfelf  into  Wood  creek  at 
Chelhire's  ;  that  he  be  direfled  to  have  a  greater  number  of  boats 
and  hands  kept  on  Hudfon's  river,  at  the  different  ftations  between 
Albany  and  fort  EdvT;ard,  in  order  to  fave  the  expence  of  waggon- 
age  ;  that  he  be  impowered  to  appoint  proper  officers  to  fuperin- 
tend  the  carriage  by  land,  and  tranfportation  by  water,  of  provi- 
fions,  military  ftores,  and  other  things  into  Canada,  that  neither 
wafte  nor  delay  may  arife  therein  ;  that  he  build,  with  all  expedi- 
tion, as  many  gallies  and  armed  veffels  as,  in  the  opinion  of  himfelf 
and  the  general  officer  to  be  fent  into  Canada,  fhall  be  fufficient  to 
make  us  indifputably  mafters  of  the  lakes  Champlain  and  George; 
and  that  for  this  purpofe  there  be  fent  to  him  a  matter  carpenter 
acquainted  with  the  conftruAion  of  the  gallies  ufed  on  the  Dela- 
ware, who  fhall  take  with  him  other  carpenters,  and  models  alfo  if 
requifite  ;  and  that  it  be  fubmitted  to  general  Schuyler,  whether  a 
temporary  fortification  or  intrenched  camp,  either  at  Crownpoint 
or  oppolite  Ticonderoga,  may  be  neceflary  : 

That  the  commiffary-general  be  directed  to  fupply  the  army  in 
Canada  v/ith  provifions,  and  to  appoint  proper  officers  under  him 
to  receive  and  iifue  the  fame  at  the  feveral  polls,  taking  the  direfti- 
ons  of  the  general ;  that  he  be  impowered  to  contradl  with  proper 
perfons  in  Canada  for  fupplyingthe  army  there  with  freffi  provifions; 
that  he  be  direded  to  purchafe  for  them  a  quantity  of  Albany  peas, 
and  to  furnifh  as  much  bifcuit  as  may  be  neceflary  :  And  that  -his 
pay  be  raifed  to  150  dollars  a  month: 

That  the  quarter-mafter  general  be  directed  to  provide  and  for- 
ward fuch  tents,  cloathing,  and  utenfils  as  are  wanted  for  the  army 
in  Canada,  fubjedl  to  the  direction  of  the  commander  in  chief: 

That  general  Wafhington  be  directed  to  fend  into  Canada  fuch 
fmall  brafs  or  iron  field  pieces  as  he  can  fpare;  that  he  be  inftructed 
to  iflue  orders  that  no  certificates  be  given  in  future  by  any  but 
brigadiers,  quarter  mafters  and  their  deputies, or  a  field  officer  on  a 
marc^  or  officer  commanding  at  a  detached  pofl: 

That  letters  be  written  to  the  conventions  of  New- Jerfey  and  New 
York  and  to  the  afiembly  of  Connecticut,  recommending  to  them 
to  authorife  the  commander  in  chief  in  the  colony  of  Nevi^-York  to 
call  to  the  affiftance  of  that  colony,  when  neceffity  fliall  require  it, 
fuch  of  the  militia  of  thofe  colonies  as  may  be  neceffary  ;  and  to 
afford  him  fuch  other  affiftance  as  the  fituation  of  affairs  may  re- 
quire; and  that  it  be  further  recommended  to  the  convention  of 
New  York  to  impower  the  faid  commander  in  chief  to  imprefs  car- 
riages and  water  craft,  when  neceffary  for  the  public  fervice,  and 
alfo  to  remove  fhips  and  other  veffels  in  Hudfon's  and  the  eaft  rivers, 
for  the  purpofe  of  fecuring  them  from  the  enemy  : 
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That  the  companies  of  riffle  men  from  Virginia  and  Maryland 
be  regimented,  and  that  the  regiment  be  compleated  to  the  original 
number  of  the  Pennfylvania  battalion  : 

That  the  Pennfylvania  battalion  of  riffle  men  be  compleated  to 
their  original  ettablilhment : 

That  two  companies  of  the  forces  now  in  the  Delaware  govern- 
ment, be  ordered  to  Cape  May  : 

That  the  committee  appointed  to  contrad  for  eannon  be  direfted 
to  procure  a  number  of  brafs  or  iron  iiel,d  pieces,  t  o  be  made  or 
purchafed  immediately  : 

That  the  committee  appointed  to  provide  medicines  be  diredled 
to  fend  a  proper  affortment  of  medicines  to  Canada  : 

That  Mr,  James  Meafe  be  direfted  to  purchafe  and  forward  to 
the  quarter  mailer  general  in  New-York,  as  much  cloth  for  tents  as 
he  can  procure  : 

That  the  committee  appointed  to  provide  llockings  and  fhoes  for 
the  troops  in  Canada,  be  direfted  to  purchafe  fuch  other  articles  as 
may  be  wanted  for  the  ufe  of  the  foldiers  in  Canada,  and  fend  the 
fame  to  Albany,  that  they  may  be  forwarded  to  the  army  in  Cana- 
da, and  that  they  be  particularly  attentive  to  provide  in  time  a  fuf- 
ficient  number  of  leathern  breeches  and  under  waiftcoats,  and  fuch 
.other  winter  cloathing  as  may  be  necefiary  for  them : 

That  the  faid  committee  be  dire6ted  to  forward  with  all  expedi- 
tion to  the  x]^uarter  mailer  in  Canada,  fuch  ihoes  as  are  already 
provided : 

That  prifoners  taken  by  continental  forces  be  not  exchanged  by 
any  authority  but  the  continental  Congrefs  : 

That  all  veilels  which  failed  from  the  port  or  harbour  of  Bofton, 
while  the  town  of  Bofton  was  in  poffeffion  of  the  enemy,  having  on 
board  e&As  belonging  to  the  enemies  of  America,  and  which 
have  been  or  may  be  feized,  be  liable  together  with  the  faid  effects 
to  confifcation,  in  the  fame  manner  and  proportions  as  have  been 
heretofore  refolved  by  Congrefs  : 

That  the  continental  agents  in  the  refpedb've  Colonics,  where  no 
courts  have  been  eftablifhed  for  the  trial  of  captures,  have  power 
and  be  direfted  to  difpofe  at  public  fale,  of  fuch  articles  of  a  per- 
ifhable  nature,  as  {hall  be  taken  from  the  enemies  of  America,  and 
that  the  money  arifing  from  fuch  fale,  be  liable  to  tl^e  decree  of 
fuch  court  whenever  eftablifhed; 

That  the  inventory  of  the  ordinance  ftores  taken  by  captain  Man- 
ly, be  fent  to  general  Wafhington,  and  that  he  be  requefted  to 
appoint  a  perfon  on  the  part  of  the  colonies,  to  join  one  on  the 
part  of  captain  Manly  and  his  crew,  who,  having  firft  taken  an 
oath  for  that  purpofe,  (hall  proceed  to  value  the  fame,  and  if  they 
cannot  agree  in  the  value,  they  (hall  call  in  a  third  perfon  to  de- 
termine the  fame ;  that  the  report  of  fuch  perfons  be  returned  to 
Congrefs  fo  foon  as  may  be,  and  the  value  qf  the  ftores  belonging 
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to  captain  Manly  and  his  crew,  be  thereupon  tranfmitted  to  them. 

Rejolved^  That  it  be  referred  to  the  delegatetj  of  Maryland, 
Penniylvania,  New-Jerfey,  and  New-York,  to  devife  the  mode  of 
raiiing  the  battalion  of  Germans  voted  the  25th  of  May  iaft. 

Rejbhed,  Tnat  the  farther  con{idcration  of  the  report  be  poftr 
poned  till  to-morrow. 

The  coaiiTiiti:"^  to  whom  was  referred  the  cartel  between  briga-? 
dier  general  Arnold  and  captain  Forfter  for  the  exchange  of  prifo- 
ners,  and  the  feveral  papers  relating  thereto,  brought  in  their  re- 
port, which  was  read : 

Ordered  to  lie  Jn  the  table. 

The  committee  on  the  petition  of  colonel  Turbut  Francis  report? 
ed,  ihat  they  had  met  on  the  buiinefs  referred  to  them,  that  the 
indians  refuied  to  be  examined  or  to  give  evidence  on  the  matter, 
which  prevented  their  proceeding,  wherefore  they  defired  to  be  dif-- 
charged  ; 

Refolved^  That  they  be  difcharged. 

The  committee  on  fpies  brought  in  their  report,  which  was 
read  ; 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  committee,  to  whom  the  letter  from  William  Palfrey,  Efq; 
paymaller  general  were  referred,  brought  in  their  report  which 
was  read ;  whereupon, 

B.efohed^  That  the  faid  letters  with  the  weekly  returns  inclofed 
be  delivered  to  the  fuperintendants  of  the  treafury,  to  be  filed  '\x\ 
the  auditor  general's  office. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrpw, 

Tuesday,  June  18,    lyy^^i. 

Sundry  letters  were  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read,  viz. 
One  trom  general  Waftiington  of  the  i6th,  inclofing   one   from 
general  Ward  of  the  9th,  and  one  from  Wm.  Palfrey  of  the  l6th: 
Tl  "^e  from  general  Schuyler  of  the  i  ith  and  12th  : 
Two  from  brigadier  general  Sullivan  of  the  5th  and  6th;  and 
Two  from  brigadier  general  Arnold  of  the  5th  and  6th: 
Rejohed,  That  thefe  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war  and  ordinance. 
A  letter  from  W.  Palfrey  with  a  weekly  return  was  read  : 
Ordered,  To  be  delivered  to  the  fuperintendants  of  the  treafury. 
A  letter  from  J.Trumbull,  commiffary  general,     of  the    17th, 
informing,  that   he  has   found  it  neceffary  to  order  a  quantity  of 
flour    to    be  purchafed  in  Philadelphia,  and  that  to  pay   for   the 
fam'  ,    he   has   drawn  on  the  prefident  in  favour    of  Mr.   Matthew 
Erwin,  for  60,000  dollars,  and  as  he  (hall  be  under  the  necelTity  of 
giving  orders  for  purchafmg  pork  and  flour  in  Philadelphia,  defir- 
ing  to  know  whether  he  may,  from  time  to  time,  continue  to  draw 
pn  the  prefident  for  the  payment  of  thofe  articles ; 

Refolved^ 
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"Refolved..,  That  the  prefident  pay  fuch  bills  as  are  or  may  be 
drawn  by  Jofeph  Trumbull,  Efq;  for  the  purpofes  above  mention- 
ed, and  that  the  fame  as  paid  be  charged  to  his  account. 

A  letter  from  the  committee  of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania,  requell- 
ing  the  opinion  of  Congrefs,  whether  perfons  taken  on  board  mer- 
chants fhips  and  river  craft,  ought  to  be  exchanged  for  feamen  ta- 
ken from  the  enemy's  ihips  of  war  : 

Refohedi  That  the  prefident  inform  the  committee  of  fafety, 
that  the  Congrefs  judge  it  improper  that  fuch  exchange  be  made. 

Refolved,  That  Gunning  Bedford,  Efq;  deputy  mufter  mailer 
general ;  be  promoted  to  the  rank  of  mufter  mailer  general,  and 
that  he  be  dire6led  immediately  to  repair  to  head  quarters  at  New- 
York. 

Refolvedy  That  general  Wafhington  be  impowered  and  dlredl^d, 
to  nominate  and  fend  a  deputy  mufter  matter  general  to  Canada. 

Refolvedi  That  two  members  be  added  to  the  committee  for  fi;- 
perintending  the  treafury: 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Hewes,  and  Mr.  M'Kean. 
A  memorial  from  Dr.  John  Morgan,  direflior  general  and  chief 
phylician  of  the  hofpital,  was  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read  ; 

Refolvedi  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  appointed  to  pro- 
vide medicines. 

The  committee,  to  whom  the  report  on  the  refolutions  of  the 
convention  of  South-Carolina  refpe£ting  the  battalions  raifed  in 
that  colony  were  re-committed,  brought  in  their  report,  which 
was  taken  into  confideration  ;  whereupon  the  Congrefs  came  to 
the  following  refolutions : 

Whereas  the  Congrefs  on  the  4th  day  of  November  laft,  refolv- 
ed,  that  for  the  defence  of  South-Carolina  there  be  kept  up  in  that 
colony,  at  the  continental  expence  three  battalions  of  foot,  each 
battalion  to  confift  of  the  fame  number  of  men  and  officers,  to  be 
upon  the  fame  pay  and  under  the  lame  regulations  as  the  continen- 
tal army  ;  and  on  the  25th  day  of  March  laft  refolved,  that  the 
convention  or  council  of  fafety  of  South-Carolina  b,e  permitted  to 
ralfe  and  embody  two  other  battalions,  and  that  they  be  on  the 
pay  and  at  the  expence  of  the  continent  as  foon  as  they  fhall  be 
armed  fit  for  fervice,  and  accordingly  muftered ;  and  whereas  the 
convention  of  South-Carolina  on  the  2 2d  day  of  February  laft, 
ordered  that  their  council  of  fafety  return  the  thanks  of  that  colo- 
ny to  the  Congrefs  for  their  attention  to  its  fecurity  ;  that  they 
ftate  the  peculiar  circumftances  and  the  heavy  expences,  which 
have  been  and  will  be  incurred  by  that  colony  in  the  meafures  ne- 
ceffary  for  its  defence,  and  that  they  requeft  the  Congrefs  to  allow 
that  colony  fo  much  money  as  the  expences  of  three  battalions  upon 
the  continental  eftablifhment  would  amount  to  for  one  year,  and  to 
give  continental  rank  to  the  officers  of  the  three  regiments  raifed 
in   June,   and   of  the  regiment  of  artjllery   railed   in    November, 
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from  the  dates  of  their  refpe6live  comniifHons,  or  at  lead  from  the 
fourth  day  of  November,  when  they  refoi ved  to  allow  that  colony- 
three  battalions ;  and  whereas  the  delegates  from  that  colony  in 
Congrefs  have  reprefented  the  peculiar  circi^mftances  and  heavy  ex- 
penccs  of  that  colony  ;  and  that  the  troops  raifed  in  it  were  inlill- 
ed  for  three  years,  upon  a  different  eftabliihment  of  pay,  and  un- 
der different  articles  of  war,  fo  as  to  render  it  inconvenient  ta 
place  them  in  all  refpecls  upon  the  continental  eflablifhment ; 
therefore, 

Refolved^  That  the  battalion  of  artillery,  and  the  two  battalions 
of  foot  raifed  in  South-Carolina,  and  kept  up  in  that  colony  for 
the  defence  of  the  fame,  be  con  fidered  as  continental  forces,  and  al- 
lov/ed  the  fame  pay,  rations  and  dilburfements  as  other  forces  on 
the  continental  eflablifhment : 

That  the  two  battalions  under  the  command  of  colonels  Gadf- 
den  and  Moultrie,  be  allowed  all  the  advantages  of  the  continental 
efcablifliment,  from  the  fourth  of  November  laft,  and  the  regiment 
of  artillery  from  the  time  when  the  fame  was  ordered  to  be  raifed 
by  the  convention  of  South-Carolina  : 

That  the  two  battalions  of  rifHem.en  raifed  in  and  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  faid  colony,  be  confidered  as  continental  troops  from 
the  25th  day  of  March  laft,  and  be  intitled  to  all  the  advantages  of 
the  fame : 

That  all  the  above  mentioned  troops  be  liable  to  the  articles  for 
the  government  of  the  forces  in  the  faid  colony  : 

That  the  faid  forces  be  continued  on  the  continental  eflablifh- 
ment until  the  expiration  of  their  inliflment,  unlefs  they  fhall  be 
fooner  difbanded  by  Congrefs  : 

That  not  more  than  one  third  of  the  effeftive  men  of  the  above- 
mentioned  forces  be  ordered  out  of  the  faid  colony,  without  the 
exprefs  order  of  Congrefs,  or  the  confent  of  the  prefident  of  that 
colony. 

Refihed,  That  Mr.  Hey  ward  and  Mr.  Hall,  be  added  to  the 
committee  for  providing  medicines. 

Refolved,  That  Mr.  Rodgers  be  appointed  a  member  of  the  ma- , 
rine  committee. 

RefrJvedi  That  a  commifTioner  be  appointed  to  fettle  in  Canada 
the  debts  due  on  certificates,  given  by  officers  to  the  Canadians  for 
carriages  and  other  fervices  ;  and  to  fettle  the  accounts  for  fuph 
goods,  as  may  have  been  feized  through  necefTity  for  the  ufe  of  the 
army  ;  that  it  be  given  in  inflruftion  to  him,  to  attend  particularly 
to  the  cafe  of  Mr.  Bernard,  and  that  in  fettling  the  certified  debts, 
he  flate  carefully  the  names  of  all  thofe  who  have  given  certificates, 
the  nature  of  the  fervice,  and  the  time  when  performed,  and  re- 
turn the  whole  when  fettled  and  flated  to  the  committee  of  treafury, 
to  be  by  them  examined  and  difcharged  : 

That  Thurfday  next  be  aiTigned  for  eleding  the  faid  commif- 
fioner.  Refolved, 
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Refolved,  That  no  man  in  thefe  colonies  charged  with  "beino-  a 
tory,  or  unfriendly  to  the  caufe  of  American  liberty,  be  injured  in 
his  perfon  or  property,  or  in  any  manner  whatever  diflurbed,  un- 
lefs  the  proceeding  againft  him  be  founded  on  an  order  of  this  Con- 
grefs  or  the  aflembly,  convention,  council  or  commitfree  of  fafcty 
of  the  colony,  or  committee  of  infpeclion  and  obfervation  of  the 
dillridl  where  he  reiides ;  provided  that  this  refolution  fhall  not 
prevent  the  apprehending  any  perfon  found  in  the  comniiffion  of 
fome  a6l  de(lru£live  of  American  liberty,  or  juftly  fufpe<5led  of  a 
defign  to  commit  fuch  aft  and  intending  to  efcape,  and  bringing 
fuch  perfon  before  proper  authority  for  examination  and  trial. 

Information  being  given  that  fome  of  the  officers,  who  were 
prifoners  at  Lebanon,  in  the  colony  of  Pennfylvania,  have,  in  vio- 
lation of  the  parole  by  them  given  and  fubfcribed,  made  their  ef- 
cape ; 

Refolvsdy  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war  and  ordinance 
to  confider  VN'hat  fteps  are  neceffary  to  be  taken  on  the  occafion. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poilponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Wednesday,  Jime  19,  1776. 

A  letter  from  the  convention  of  New-Jerfey  of  the  i8th,  Inclof- 
Jng  an  ordinance  for  railing  3300  militia  for  the  defence  of  New - 
York,  together  with  their  proceedings  in  apprehending  William 
T"ranklin,  Efq;  late  governor  of  that  colony,  was  laid  before  Con- 
grefs  and  read  ;  whereupon, 

Refohed,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  convention  of  New- 
Jerfey,  to  proceed  on  the  examination  of  Mr.  Franklin,  and  if  up- 
on fuch  examination  they  fhall  be  of  opinion  that  he  fliouldbe  con- 
fined, to  report  fuch  opinion  to  this  Congrefs,  and  then  the  Con- 
grefs  will  direct  the  place  of  his  confinement,  they  concurring  in 
fentiment  with  the  convention  of  New-Jerfey,  that  it  would  be  im- 
proper to  confine  him  in  that  colony. 

The  board  of  war  and  ordinance,  to  whom  fundry  letters  and 
papers  were  referred,  particularly  one  -from  general  Wafnington 
of  the  i6th,  brought  in  their  report,  which  was  taken  into  con- 
fideration ;  whereupon, 

Refohed,  That  the  commiffions  granted  by  brigadier  general 
Sullivan,  to  fundry  officers  in  Canada,  mentioned  in  general 
Wafhington's  letter,  be  approved  and  confirmed  ;  provided  general 
Gates  and  the  general  officers  in  Canada,  on  confultation,  fliall 
think  the  raeafure  will  conduce  to  the  public  fervice  : 

That  300,000  dollars  be  fent  to  the  paymaller  general  at  New- 
York,  for  the  ufe  of  the  army. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported,  that  there  is  due. 

To  John  Jervis,  for  horfe-hire,  ferriages,  &c.  the  fum  of  jx^-^- 
dolJars  ; 

To 
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To  ToLn  Bruce,  tlie  fum  of  izll.  dollars,  being  the  balance  of 
Kis  bill  for  cartoiich  boxes : 

To  Jofeph  Fernaur,  the  fum  of  I7_i_  dollars,  the  balance  of 
his  bill  for  J:in  cartouch  boxes  : 

To  Sacheveral  Wood,  the  Sum  of  iSy^i,  dollars,  for  victualling 
prifoners  confined  in  gaol  by  order  of  Carrgrefs : 

To   George   Reinhart,  for  the  carriage  of  powder,  arms  and 

bullets,  the  fum  of  20-I.J  dollars  : 

To  Thomas  Harvey,  for  cafh  paid  by  him  for  guards  of  pow- 
der waggons,  and  alfo  his  bills  for  ferriages,  the  hire  of  waggons, 
&c.  the  fum  of  27^-J  dollars,  and  that  the  fame  ought  to  be  paid 
to  Samuel  Hillegas,  Efq: 

To  Mary  Thomas,  for  nurfing  and  boarding  two  of  captain  Be- 
nezet's  men  in  the  fmall-pox,  the  fum  of  12  dollars  : 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

A  mutter  roll  of  the  ninth  Virginia  battalion,  commanded  by- 
colonel  Flemming,  taken  the  3iil  of  May  1  aft,  was  laid  before 
Congrefs  ;  whereupon, 

Refolved,  That  the  faid  battalion  be  taken  into  continental  pay 
from  the  faid  31ft  day  of  May. 

Refolved,  That  one  ton  of  gun-powder  be  fent  to  the  colonel  or 
commari ding  officer  of  the  faid  battalion  : 

That  the  committee  for  preparing  medicine  chefts,  be  directed 
to  fend  one  to  the  furgeon  of  the  faid  battalion. 

Refolved^  That  the  marine  committee  be  direded  to  carry  into 
execution  the  refolution  of  the  17th,  for  fending  carpenters  to 
general  Schuyler, 

A  memorial  from  the  mates  of  the  hofpital  was  laid  before  Con- 
grefs and  read  : 

Refohedy  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  for  providing 
medicines. 

Whereas  it  is  indifpenfibly  necefTary  for  the  good  of  the  fervice, 
that  the  foldiers  of  the  United  Colonies  be  well  provided  with 
blankets  and  cloathing  ;  therefore, 

Refolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  affemblies  and  con- 
ventions  of  the  United  Colonies  forthwith  to  caufe  a  fuit  of  cloaths, 
of  which  the  v,^aiftcoat  and  breeches  may  be  of  deer  leather,  if  to 
be  had  on  reafonable  terms,  a  blanket,  felt  hat,  two  fhirts,  two 
pair  of  hofe  and  two  pair  of  fhoes,  to  be  manufaftured  or  other- 
wife  procured  at  reafonable  rates,  in  their  refpeclive  colonies,  for 
each  foldier  of  the  American  army,  inlifted  therein  for  the  prefent 
campaign,  and  that  the  fame  be  baled,  invoiced  and  ftored  in  fuit- 
able  places,  to  be  delivered  to  the  order  of  Congrefs  or  the  com- 
mander in  chief  of  the  American  army  : 

That  fufheient  fums  of  money  be  granted  to  the  affemblies  and 

conventions 
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conventions  aforefaid,  on  applying  for  the  fame,  to  enable  them  to 
difcharge  the  demands  ariiing  from  the  purchafe  of  the  articles  a- 
forefaid : 

That  the  commander  in  chief  of  the  American  army  be  impow- 
cred  to  draw  on  the  afiemblies  and  conventions  for  fuch  articles  of 
cloathing  aforefaid,  as  he  fhall,  from  time  to  time,  judge  necefiary, 
and  that  the  coft  thereof  be  dedufted  from  the  pay  of  the  foldiers, 
who  fhall  receive  the  fame,  by  the  proper  officer  for  examining  and 
difcharging  the  accounts  and  pay-rolls  of  the  refpe6iive  regiments. 

The  marine  committee,  to  whom  the  petition  of  William  Adams, 
furgeon,  was  referred,  brought  in  their  report,  which  was  taken 
into  confideration ;  whereupon, 

Refohedy  That  the  refignation  of  William  Adams  be  accepted^ 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed: 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Thursday,  June  20,  1776. 
A  letter  of  the  lyth  from  general  Wafliington,  and  a  letter  from 
the  convention  of  New-Jerfey,  were  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read. 
Refohed,  That  in  order  to  give  time  to  the  feveral  committees, 
toprepare  for  the  houfe  the  matters  referred  to  them,  it  be  a  Hand- 
ing rule  of  Congrefs,  that  adjournments  from  the  Friday  evening, 
be  always  to  Monday  morning,  unlefs  on  any  particular  occafion^ 
the  Congrefs  fhall  order  otherwife. 

A  petition  from  Carpenter  Wharton  was  prefented  to  Congrefs 
and  read  : 

Rejoived,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war  and  ordinance. 
The  Congrefs  took  into  confideration   the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee on  the  cartel  between  brigadier  general  Ai.rnold  and  captain 
Forfter,  for  exchanfre  of  prifoners ;  and  after  debate,  the  farther 
confideration  thereof  was  poftponed  till  to-morrow. 

Refohcdy  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  draw  iip 
rules  and  regulations  for  the  conduct  of  the  houfe,  during  debates: 
The  members  chofen  Mr.  Rutledge,  Mr.  JefFerfon  and  Mr.  Pa,ine. 
The  committee  of  claims  reported,  that  there  is  duQ, 
To  captain  William  Richards,  for  the  detention  of  his  fhallop 
twenty  days  on  the  public  fervice,  the  fum  of  40  dollars  : 

To  Robert  Erwin,  w^aggon-mafler,  for  waggonage,  the  fum  of 
2oy-2_°  dollars: 

To  David  Williamfon,  for  waggon-hire,  carrying  captain  James 
j  Grier's  baggage  from  Frederlcburg  to  New -York,  and  returning 
j  home,  the  fum  of  147  dollars  : 
I       To  Abraham  Mills,  for  nurfing  and  boarding  fix  foldiers  in  the 

I  fmall-pox,  the  fum  of  33-^  ^  dollars  : 

To  Samuel  Cooper,  for  ferriage  and  florage,  the  fum  of  26^  * 
dollars  : 

Vol.  IL  F  f  '  ^o 
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To  Leonard  Stoneburner,  for  one  team  hauling  the  baggage  of 
captain  Williams's  company  i8  miles  beyond  Goilien,  and  two 
teams  hauling  the  baggage  of  captain  Jones's  company  to  Albany^ 

the  fum  of  414^^  dollars: 
9  o 
On  two  certificates  produced   by   H.  Wifner,  Efq;  the  fum  of 

I  ilJ.  dollars  expences  of  the  firft  Pennfylvania  battalion  at  Gofhea 

and  that  the  fame  ought  to  be  paid  to  Henry  Wifner,  Efq;  and 
charged  to  J.  Shalles,  quarter-mafter  of  the  faid  battalion  : 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

Refolvedy  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  confider, 
what  provifion  ought  to  be  made  for  fuch  as  are  wounded  or  difa- 
bled  in  the  land  or  fea  fervice,  and  report  a  plan  for  that  purpofe  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr  Paine,  Mr.  F.  Lee,  Mr.  Hall,  Mr. 
Ellery,  and  Mr.  Lewis. 

The  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poflponed. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Friday,  June  21  y   1776- 

Refohed,  That  general  Wafliington  be  direfted  to  permit  bfiga- 
•dier  general  Wooiler  to  return  to  his  family  m  Connedlicut. 

Refohedy  That  the  commanding  officer  of  the  Delaware  batta- 
lion, be  directed  to  fend  a  proper  guaiC  vith  the  powder  ordered 
to  colonel  Flemming's  regiment  on  the  eajiern  fhore  of  \  irginia. 

Refolved,  That  an  order  for  300,000  doliars  be  drawn  on  the 
treafurers,  in  favour  of  the  delegates  of  South-Carolina,  for  the 
life  of  the  continental  battalions  in  that  colciiy,  the  faid  delegates 
to  be  accountable  : 

The  committee  of  claims  reported  that  there  is  due. 

To  Rowland  Swan,  a  captain  of  his  Britannic  majefty's  7th 
regiment  of  foot,  the  fum  of  36  dollars,  for  eighteen  weeks  allow- 
ance, and  12  dollars,  for  bringing  his  baggage  from  New-York  to 
Philadelphia,  together  with  the  baggage  of  captain  Dundee  and 
three  privates  of  the  faid  regiment : 

To  Jofeph  Haight,  for  fuppl5n'ng  the  prifoners  at  Burlington, 
with  provifions  to  the  4th  of  June  inftant,  the  fum  of  238  dollars: 

To  Andrew^  M'Nair  th'e   fum  of  120  LJ-  dollars,  for  provifions, 

90  '■ 

&€.  for  the  twenty  four  Indians,  while  at  the  ftate-houfe,  which 
was  twenty  days  : 

To  Michael  Clark,  for  liquor  for  the  above  indians,  the  fum  of} 

27^^  dollars:  i 

'  0  °  .  .  i 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid.  \ 

A  letter  of  the  2  ift  from  the  convention  of  New-Jerfey  was  laid 
before  Congrefs  and  read,  together  with  fundry  letters  from  the 
phfoners  in  Burlington, 

Refolvedi 
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Refohedy  That  the  pay  of  the  commiflioner  to  be  fent  into  Ca- 
nada, be  four  dollars  a  day- 

The  ujard  of  war  and  ordinance,  to  whom  was  referred  the  cafe 
of  the  oScers  who  ferved  laft  winter  in  Canada,  brought  in  a  re- 
port, which  was  taken  into  confideration  ;  whereupon, 

Rfiowed,  That  the  convention  of  New- York  be  requeiled,  to  fet 
on  foot  the  raifmg  another  rep;:nient  on  continental  eftablifhjnent, 
to  ferve  for  three  years  or  during  the  war^  unlefs  fooner  difcharg- 
ed  by  Congrefs  and  that,  in  ionning  the  faid  regiment,  they  com- 
miffion  fuch  officers  as  ferved  in  the  laft  campaign  in  Canada,  and 
have  not  been  ye-:  provided  for; 

That  the  faid  olScers  be  informed,  that  the  commiffions  to  be 
granted  them  arc  on  condition,  that  they  raife  their  companies  to 
their  full  comphrucnt  or  nearly  thereto,  and  that  their  commillions 
be  withheld,  unt;;  ths  faid  condition  be  complied  with: 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  faid  convention  to  make  fuitable 
provifion  for  major  Dubois,  with  whofe  good  condutb  Congrefs 
are  well  fatishe.:^  and  that  they  return  his  name  wita  the  names  of 
the  other  field  oificers,  for  ths  approbation  of  Congrefs. 

That  acommiffion  of  lieutenant  colonel  be  given  to  major  John 
Fifcherj  in  colonel  John  Nicholfon's  regiment,  in  the  New-York 
forces. 

The  Con^rrefs  then  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  report  frorn 
the  com\ni* -:  .£  of  tne  v^hole  ;  whereupon, 

Refchea,  That  general  Wafhington  be  direfted  to  order  an  in^ 
quiry  to  be  made,  iuto  the  condudi  of  the  officers  heretofore  em^ 
ployed  iii  the  Canada  department;  that  the  faid  enquiry  be  made  at 
fuch  times  and  places  as,  in  his  judgment,  fhall  be  moft  likely  to 
do  juftice,  as  well  to  the  public  '.ss  to  the  individuals  ;  and  that  the 
refult  of  the  faid  inquiry,  together  with  the  teftimonies  upon  the 
fijbjedl:,  be  tranfmitted  to  Congrefs  :  I'hat  moreover  all  officers  ac- 
cufed  of  cowardice,  plundering,  eiibezzlemcnt  of  public  monies 
and  other  mifdemeanors,  be  immediately  brougnt  to  trial :  And 
whereas  Congrefs  is  informed,  that  an  opinion  has  prevailed,  that 
officers  refigning  their  commiffions  are  not  fubjeft  to  trial  by  a 
court  martial  '"or  offences  committed  previous  to  fuch  refignation, 
whereby  fomr  -^idve  evaded  the  punidiments  to  which  they  were  lia- 
ble, it  is  hereby  declared  chat  fuch  opinion  is  not  juft. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poilpone4? 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  on  Monday. 

Monday,   June  24,  1776. 
Two  letters  of  the  2Cth  and  2Tft  from  general  Wafhington  with 
fundry     papers   inclofed,    were   laid  before  Congrefs   and     read  ; 
whereupon, 

Refolvedy  That  a  letter  be  written  to  the  general,  defiring  him 
to  put  a  ilop  tp  the  raifmg  the  companies  of  Mohickan  and  Stockr 

bridge 
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bridge  indians  mentioned  in  one  of  the  inclolisd  papers  ;  and  that  a 
like  letter  be  written  to  governor  Trumbull. 

A  letter  of  the  2  ill  from  the  convention  of  New  Jerfey  was  laid 
before  Congrefs  and  read,  together  with  fundry  papers  inclofed 
therein  ;  containing  the  queftions  propofed  to  William  Franklin 
efq.  an  account  of  his  behaviour  on  the  occafion,  and  the  refolu- 
lutionofthe  convention  "  declaring  him  a  virulent  enemy  to  this 
country,  and  a  perfon  that  may  prove  dangerous,  and  that  the 
faid  William  Franklin  be  confined  m  fuch  place  and  manner  as  the 
Continental  Congrefs  fhall  dire6l;"  whereupon, 

Re/i/ved,  That  William  Franklin  be  fent  under  guard  to  gover- 
nor Trum.bull,  who  is  defired  to  admit  him  to  his  parole  ;  but  if 
Mr.  Franklin  refufe  to  give  his  parole,  that  governor  Trumbull  be 
defired  to  treat  him  ao-reeable  to  the  refolutions  of  Conorefs,  re- 
fpe<5ling  prifoners. 

Refolved,  That  Mr.  Meafe  be  directed  to  advance  to  captain 
Matthew  Smith  of  the  riiHe  battalion  one  thoufand  and  forty  dollars, 
for  the  purpofe  of  recruiting  his  company  ;  the  faid  captain  Smith 
to  be  accountable. 

Refohed,  That  Mr,  Meafe  and  the  committee  of  claims  be  dire6l- 
ed  to  forward  to  the  pay  mailer  general  an  account  of  the  monies 
advanced  and  ordered  to  be  charged  to  the  riffle  battalion,  or  the 
refpeftive  riffle  companies,  in  order  that  the  fame  may  be  deduced 
and  Hopped  from  their  pay. 

The  Congrefs  being  informed  that  a  quantity  of  tents,  which 
were  fent  from  Philadelphia  for  the  ufe  of  the  colony  of  Maffachu- 
fietts  bay,  have  been  Hopped  at  New-York  by  the  order  of  thq 
quarter  mailer  general : 

Refolvedy  That  the  prefident  write  to  the  general  on  this  fubje6r, 
and  defire  him  to  order  the  faid  tents  to  be  delivered  up,  and  for- 
warded to  the  colony  of  MaflTachuffets  Bay  immediately. 

R.efolved^  That  a  committee,  to  coniill  of  a  member  from  each 
colony,  be  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  caufes  of  the  mifcarriages 
in  Canada; 

That  the  faid  committee  have  power  to  fend  for  perfons  and  pa- 
pers : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Whipple,  Mr.  Paine,  Mr.  Hopkins, 
Mr.  Sherman,  Mr.  Clinton,  Mr.  Wilfon,  Mr.  Paca,  Mr.  JeflFer- 
fon,  Mr.  Hewes,  Mr.  Middleton,  and  Mr.  Hall. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported  that  there  is  due, 

To  Gunning  Bedford,  the  fum  of  202  dollars,  of  which  fum 
103  dollars  and  thirty-ninetieths ^  for  pay  and  fnbfiftance  for  two 
months,  the  remainder  for  a  horfe  for  the  continental  fervice; 

Ordered.,  That  the  faid  account  be  paid. 

Refoived,  That  the  report  on  the  cartel  for  exchange  of  prifoners 
entered  into  between  brigadier  general  Arnold  and  captain  Forfter 
be  recommitted. 

Congrefs 
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Conorefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  committee  oa 
fpies  ;  whereupon, 

Refolved,  That  all  perfons  abiding  within  any  of  the  United- 
Colonies  and  deriving  protedlion  from  the  laws  of  the  fame  owe  al- 
legiance to  the  faidlaws,  and  are  members  offuch  colony;  and 
that  all  perfons  pafiing  through,  vifiting  ai  making  a  temporary 
flay  in  any  of  the  faid  colonies,  being  entitled  to  the  protedlion  of 
the  laws  during  the  time  of  fuch  paflage,  vifitaticn  or  temporary 
flay,  owe  during  the  fame  allegiance  thereto: 
.  That  all  perfons  members  of,  or  owing  allegiance  to  any  of  the 
United  Colonies,  as  before  defcribed,who  (liall  levy  war  againil  any 
of  the  faid  colonies  within  the  fame,  or  be  adherent  to  the  king  of 
Great  Britain,  or  other  enemies  of  the  faid  Colonies  or  any  of  them 
within  the  fame  giving  to  him  or  them  aid  and  comfort,  are  guilty 
of  treafon,  againft  fuch  colony  : 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  legiflatures  of  thefeveral  United 
Colonies  to  pafs  laws  for  punilhing,  in  fuch  manner  as  to  them 
ihall  feem  fit,  fuch  perfons  before  defcribed,  as  (hall  be  proveably 
attainted  of  open  deed  by  people  of  their  condition  of  any  of  the 
treafons  before  defcribed. 

Refolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  feveral  legiflatures  of 
the  United  Colonies  to  pafs  laws  for  puniihi'ng,  in  fuch  manner  as 
they  fhall  think  fit,  perfons  who  ihall  counterfeit,  or  aid  or  abet 
in  counterfeiting,  the  continental  bills  of  credit,  or  who  (hall  pafs 
any  fuch  bill  in  payment  knowing  the  fame  to  be  counterfeit. 

Rejolved^  That  the  remainder  of  the  faid  report  be  recommitted. 

A  petition  from  Antoine  Felix  Wiebert  was  prefented  to  Con- 
grefs  and  read : 

Refohed,  That  the  fame  together  with  the  papers  accompanying 
it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war  and  ordinance. 

The  board  of  war  and  ordinance,  to  whom  was  referred  a  peti- 
tion from  Carpenter  Wharton,  brought  in  their  report,  which  was 
read : 

Ordered  to  He  on  the  table;  and  that  the  prefidcnt  write  to  gen. 
Wafhington  and  requefl  him  to  inform  Congrefs  of  the  cofl  of  a 
ration  as  furnlfhed  by  the  commliTary  general. 

The  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poflponed: 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to  morrow. 

Tuesday,  Ju-ne  25.  1776. 
A  letter  of  the  23d  from  general  Wafhington  with  fundry  letters 
from  major  general  Schuyler,  brigadier  general    Sullivan,  briga- 
dier general  Arnold,  and  others,  were  laid  before    Congrefs    and 
read : 

Refilved,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war  and  or- 
dinance, who  are  direfted  to  fit  immediately,  and  report  thereon 
as  foon  as  poflible. 
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A  memorial  from  captain  Stephen  Rowe  Bradley  was  prefented 
to  Congrefs  and  read,  together  with  fundry  accounts: 

Rejohed,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  the 
treafury. 

The  marine  committee  having  recommended  captain  Samuel 
Nichols  to  be  promoted  to  be  major  of  marines  ;  Andrew  Porter, 
Jofeph  Hardey  Samuel  Shaw,  Benjamin  Deane,  and  Robert  Mullen, 
to  be  captains  of  marines  ;  Daniel  Henderfon,  David  Love,  Frank- 
Jin  Reed,  and  Peregrine  Brown  to  be  firfl  lieutenants  of  marines  ; 
James  M'Clure,  William  Gilmore,  Abel  Morgan,  and  Hugh 
Montgomery  to  be  fecond  lieutenants  of  marines;  John  Stev^art 
to  be  captain,  Thomas  Pownal  firil  lieutenant,  and  Richard  Har- 
rifon  fecond  lieutenant  of  marines  for  the  frigate  building  in  Ma- 
ryland : 

John  Langdon,  Efq;  to  be  agent  of  prizes  for  the  colony  of 
New-  Hampfhire : 

Refohedy  Tha't  they  be  approved,  and  that  commiffions  be  grant- 
ed to  them  accordingly. 

Refohed,  That  the  fecret  committee  be  direfted  to  fell  to  John 
Maxwell  Nefbit  and  company,  125  lb.  of  powder,  for  the  ufe  of 
the  privateer  they  are  fitting  out. 

Refolved,  That  the  committee  appointed  to  contrafl:  for  making 
muiliets,  be  directed  to  confider  the  propriety  of  granting  a  boun- 
ty or  other  means  for  encouraging  the  making  of  muflcets. 

Adjourned  to  four  o'clock. 

Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 

A  declaration  of  the  deputies  of  Pennfylvania,  met  in  provincial 
conference,  was  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read  ;  exprefTmg  their 
willingnefs  to  concur  in  a  vote  of  Congrefs,  declaring  the  United 
Colonies  Free  and  Independant  States. 

The  board  of  war  and  ordinance,  to  whom  the  feveral  letters 
received  this  morning  were  referred,  brought  in  their  report, 
which  was  taken  into  confideration;  whereupon, 

Refohed,  That  the  number  of  men  deftined  for  the  northern  de- 
partment, be  augmented  to  four  thoufand  : 

That  a  colonel's  commiffion  be  immediately  iffued  to  major  Du- 
bois, with  inftruaions  forthwith  to  raife  a  regiment  to  ferve  for 
three  years  or  during  the  war,  and  that  the  corps  of  officers  be 
compofed  of  fuch  as  have  fervsd  vHth  credit  in  Canada  ;  no  officer 
to  receive  his  commilTion  until  his  company  be  raifcd  and  armed ; 
the  arms  of  the  people  inlifting  themfelves  to  be  valued  by  the 
committees  of  the  counties,  where  the  companies  are  raifed,  and 
paid  for  by  the  continent,  on  their  being  muilered  : 

That  it  be  earnedly  recommended  to  the  colony  of  New-Hamp- 
fhire,  to  fend  immediately  one  regiment  of  their  militia  to  Maffa- 
chufetts   Bay;    two   regim.ents    of  their  militia  to  Connedcut ; 

one 
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one  regiment  of  their  militia,  to  augment  the  troops  deflined  for 
the  northern  department : 

That  letters  be  fent  to  the  general  aflemblies  of  the  colonies, 
from  whence  the  feveral  regiments  of  militia  are  and  have  been  rc- 
quelled,  earneftly  prelfmg  them  to  be  expeditious  in  raifmg  and 
equipping  their  troops,  and  requefting  the  feveral  affemblies  to 
take  upon  themfelves  the  care  of  providing  the  faid  troops  with 
cloaths,  tents  and  all  neceffary  camp  equipage,  and  alTuring  them 
that  the  United  Colonies  will  be  anfv>^erable  for  the  expence  of  the 
fam  e : 

That  a  regimental  paymaller,  who  is  not  to  be  an  officer  of  the 
army,  be  appointed  by  the  faid  colonies  to  each  of  the  faid  batta- 
lions, wlio  fhall  keep  all  the  accounts  of  his  refpe6live  battalion, 
and  to  whom  particular  returns  fhall  be  made  of  the  expence  of 
cloatlu'ng  the  faid  battalion  ;  in  order  that  the  fame  may  be  de- 
duced out  of  the  pay  of  the  foldiers,  for  whom  the  articles  fnall 
have  been  provided. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poilponed. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Wednesday,  June  26,   1776. 

A  letter  of  the  2  [ft  from  general  Wafhington,  and  one  of  the 
26th  from  brigadier  general  Vv^aofter,  were  laid  before  Congrels 
and  read : 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  brigadier  general  Woofter  be  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  caufes  of  the 
mifcarriages  in  Canada. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into 
confideration  ;  whereupon, 

Refolved,  That  Monf.  Antoine  Felix  Wiebert,  who  applies  to 
be  employed  as  an  engineer  in  the  continental  army, be  recommend- 
ed to  general  Wafnington  as  a  perfon  who  appears  to  be  qualified 
to  a6:  in  that  capacity;  but  as  he  aflcs  no  more  at  prefent  than  to  be 
placed  in  a  fituation,  in  which  he  may  be  enabled  to  evidence  his 
abilities,  that  the  general  be  deiired  to  employ  him  in  fuch  way,  as 
he  fhall  judge  will  belt  conduce  to  the  good  of  the  fervice,  and  an- 
fv/er  Monf.  Wiebert's  requeft. 

Refohedi  That  the  following  gentlemen  be  appointed  officers  of 
the  battalion  to  be  raifcd  under  colonel  Lewis  Dubois  ;  their  com- 
miffions  to  be  given  them  as  foon  as  their  compliment  of  men  fhall 
be  raifed  : 

Jacobus  S.  Bruyn,  lieutenant-colonel;  William  Goforth,  major; 
David  Dubois,  Elias  Van  Banfcholen,  Thomas  de  Witt,  Ifaac 
Wool,  Philip  D.  B.  Bevier,  Richard  Piatt,  Albert  Pawling,  and 
Cornelius  T  .Janfin,  captains  ;  James  Gregg,  Aaron  Auflin,  Jo- 
nathan Piercy,  Evans  Wherry,  Garret  Van  Wagenan,  Plenry  Van- 
iienburgh,  Nathaniel  Conklin,  and  Henry  Dodge,  firll  lieutenants; 

Daniel 
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Daniel  Glans,  fecond  lieutenant  in  the  firft  company ;  John  Coates, 
furgeon  ;  and  Henry  Dubois,  adjutant. 

Refohedi  That  the  prefident  write  to  the  convention  of  New- 
York,  and  explain  to  them  the  reafons  that  induced  the  Congrefs 
to  enter  into  the  foregoing  refolution  ;  and  to  requeft  the  conven- 
tion to  appoint  the  other  officers  of  the  battalion,  and  to  ufe  their 
beft  endeavours  in  equipping  and  forwarding  the  faid  battalion  as 
foon  as  poffible.  ' 

Refohed,  That  the  marine  committee  beimpowered  to  purchafe- 
the  armed  brig  Catharine,  with  her  guns,  tackle,  apparel  and  fur- 
niture, as  ihe  now  lies  in  Connedlicut. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported  that  there  is  due, 

To  Dr.  Bond,  the  fum  of  9  dollars  and  thirty-ninetieths,  for 
medicines  and  attendance  for  three  indians  : 

To  Benjamin  Armitage,  for  boarding  and  lodging  Thomas 
Folmer,  the  indian  interpreter,  twenty  days,  the  fum  of  12  dollars 
and  twenty-five-ninetieths  : 

To  Richard  Cheny,  the  fum  of  4  dollars  and  eighty-two-nineti-- 
eths  for  vidualling  general  Lee's  guard,  and  that  the  fame  ought 
to  be  paid  to  John  Morton,  Efq; 

To  Anthony  Welte,  for  provifions  fupplied  captain  Nelfon's 
company,  the  fum  of  18  dollars  and  eighteen-ninetieths  : 

To  Aaron  Phips,  the  fum  of  7  dollars  and  forty-four-ninetieths 
for  fundry  expences  of  general  Lee's  guard  : 

To  John  Ofborne,  the  fum  of  8  dollars ;  namely,  6  dollars  for 
boarding  and  lodging  a  fick  foldier,  and  two  dollars  for  a  coffin 
for  one  of  captain  Vanzant's  men  : 

To  George  Howes,  for  waggon -hire,  &c.  carrying  money  to 
Cambridge  at  the  time  Mr.  Franks  went,  the  fum  of  70  dollars 
and  forty-ninetieths: 

To  MelTrs.  Hanfon,  Donaldfon,  and  Franks,  for  carrying  mo- 
ney to  the  9amp  in  March  laft,  the  fum  of  238  dollars  and  twenty - 
eight-ninetidths ; 

To  Tfaac  Sorrel,  the. fum  of  26  dollars  and  eighty-five-ninetieths; 
of  which  10  dollars  and  fixty-nine -ninetieths  were  for  the  ex- 
pences of  the  prifoners  that  were  brought  from  North-Carolina  and 
the  guard,  the  remainder  for  the  expences  of  the  guard  that  went 
with  the  powder,  &c.  to  colonel  Miles  at  Marcus-hook: 

To  Henry  Haller,  the  fum  of  645  dollars  and  forty-fix-ninetieths; 
of  which  fum  captain  John  Nelfon  is  to  be  charged  for  two  rif- 
fles, 24  dollars ;  the  remainder,  viz.  expences  of  captain  John^  Nel- 
fon's company  at  Reading,  12  dollars  and  eighty-nine-ninetieths; 
expences  of  prifoners  from  St.  John's  and  Chamblee  to  Sth  June, 
^38  dollars  and  forty  feven-ninetieths  Mr.  Holler's  pay  as  com- 
mrffary,  from  30th  March  to  7th  June,  70  days,  at  7/6,  70 
dollars: 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

Refolved, 


JuNEj  177(5.  233 

Refilved,  That  a  bounty  of  ten  dollars  be  given  to  every  hori- 
commiflioned  officer  and  foldier,  who  will  inlift  to  ferve  for  the 
term  of  three  years. 

Ordered,lLh?Lt  the  refolutions  pafTed  yefterday  be  fent  to  general 
Walhington,  and  that  he  be  defired  to  afford  fuch  afliftance  to  the 
northern  or  Canada  department,  as  he  (hall  be  enabled  to  do  con- 
flftently  with  the  fafety  of  New- York;  and  from  time  to  time  to 
give  fuch  direftions  as  he  may  think  expedient  for  the  public  fer-* 
vice. 

A  paragraph  of  a  letter  from  general  Wafhington  to  one  of  the 
members  Deing  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read  : 

Refolved^  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war  and  ordinance. 

Refolvedy  That  the  fecret  committee  be  direfted  to  fupply  the 
marine  committee  with  one  ton  of  powder,  for  the  ufe  of  the  veffel 
which  they  were  this  morning  impowered  to  purchafe. 

Refolvedy  That  Michael  Hillegas,  Efq;  be  empowered  and  dl- 
re6led  to  pay  fuch  fums  of  money  as  are  or  may  be  due  to  the  feve- 
ral  figners  of  continental  bills  of  credit  for  their  fervices,  agreeable 
to  the  refolve  of  Congrefs  for  that  purpofe. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  William 
Whiting,  a  foldier  who  was  wounded  in  the  continental  army  at 
Quebec,  brought  in  their  report,  which  was  read ;  whereupon, 

Refolvedy  That  the  fum  of  twenty  dollars  be  paid  out  of  the 
public  treafury  to  William  Whiting,  to  enable  him  to  return  to 
his  family  at  Norfolk  in  Connefticut. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury,  to  whom  were  referred  the  pe- 
tition and  accounts  of  Stephen  Row  Bradly,  brought  in  their  re- 
port;  whereupon, 

Refolvedy  That  there  be  paid  to  Stephen  Row  Bradly  the  fum 
of  691  dollars  and  twenty-two-ninetieths  of  a  dollar,  for  the  fervice 
of  himfelf  and  his  company,  from  the  25th  day  of  January  to  the 
25th  day  of  February,  during  which  time  they  were  employed  in 
the  fervice  of  the  continent. 

The  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed  i 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrovv^. 

Thursday,  June  iy.   1776. 

A  letter  of  the  17th  from  governor  Trumbull  was  laid  before 
Congrefs  and  read  ;    alfo. 

Two  petitions  ;  one  from  colonel  John  Brown,  the  other  from 
William  Holton,  were  prefented  and  read  : 

Refolvedy  That  the  petition  from  col.  Brown  be  referred  to  the 
committee  appointed  to  enquire  into  the  caufes  of  the  mifcarriages 
in  Canada: 

That  the  petition  from  William  Holton  be  referred  to  the  board 
of  war  and  ordinance* 
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Refolvedt  That  an  order  for  24  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  treaftir- 
ers  in  favour  of  major  Bicker  ;  he  to  be  accountable. 

Sundry  letters  from  the  fouthward,  being  received  by  exprefsy 
were  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read,  viz. 

One  from  general  Lee,  dated  Little  River,  June  6;  enclofln^ 
two  to  him,  one  from  John  Rutledge,  Efq;  the  other  from  bri- 
gadier general  Armftrong  ;  both  dated  Charleflown,  South  Caro- 
lina, June  4th,  adviiing^,  that  5  i  fail  of  the  enemy  were  arrived 
there,  and  lying  in  fight  of  the  town  : 

One  frora  brigadier  general  Lewis,  dated  Wllliamfburg,  the 
18th  of  the  fame  month,  enclofing  one  to  him  from  general  Lee, 
of  the  4th  : 

Refohedf  That  the  faid  letters  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war 
iand  ordinance  : 

The  Congrefs  then  took  into  confideratlon  the  letter  from  go- 
vernor Trumbull ;  and  after  fome  debate, 

Refilvedi  That  the  farther  confideration  thereof  be  poftponed, 
and  in  the  mean  while,  that  governor  Trumbull  be  defired  to  fend 
to  Congrefs  an  account  of  the  cannon  left  at  New-London  by  com- 
modore Hopkins,  their  number,  fize,  bore  and  weight,  and  alfo 
an  account  of  the  other  cannon  there. 

A  letter  from  the  commiffioners  for  Indian  affairs  in  the  fouth- 
ern  department,  with  fundry  papers  inclofed,  was  laid  before  Con- 
grefs and  read. 

The  board  of  war  and  ordinance,  to  whom  the  paragraph  of  a 
letter  from  the  general,  was  referred,  brought  in  their  report, 
which  was  taken  into  confideration  ;  whereupon, 

Rdfolved,  That  fix  companies  of  riffle  men,  in  addition  to  the 
three  companies  now  at  New- York,  be  raifed  and  the  whole  regi- 
mented ;  and  <hat  a  commiflion  be  granted  to  captain  Stevenfon, 
to  be  colonel  pf  the  faid  regiment  of  riffle  men,  which  is  to  be  in- 
lifted  for  three  years,  unlefs  fooner  difcharged  by  Congrefs;  the 
men  to  be  allowed  a  bounty  of  ten  dollars ;  and  that  Mofes  Raw- 
'lins  be  lieutenant  colonel,  and  Otho  Holland  Williams,  Major  of 
the  faid  regiment : 

That  four  companies  of  riffle  men,  far  the  faid  regiment,  be 
raifed  in  Virginia  and  two  in  Maryland ;  the  pay  of  the  men  to 
commence  from  the  time  they  fliall  be  armed  and  muftered  ;  their 
arms  to  be  appraifed  by  the  committee  of  the  county,  and  paid  for 
by  the  United  Colonies  : 

That  general  Wafhington  be  direfted  forthwith  to  fend  to  Con- 
grefs  a  compleat   lift  of  all  the  vacancies  in   the   army,  and  the 
names  of  fuch  officers  as  he  can  recommend  for  filling  them. 
The  committee  of  claims  reported,  that  there  is  due, 
To  Robert  Erwin,  waggon  mafter,  the  fum  of  241  dollars  and 
fifty-one-ninetieth  of  a  dollar,  a  balance  due  for  three  teams,  that 

went  to  North  Carolina  with  pov.'der  : 

To 


June,    1776.  23^ 

To  Dodor  Fredenc  PhyJe,  for  medicines  and  attendance  on  the 
sth  Pennfylvania  battalion,  from  the  time  of  their  embodying  to 
the  Mtii  of  June  1776,  the  fum  of  532  dollars  &  fifty -one-ninetieth;. 

To  Joiin  Bales,  for  camp  kettles,  the  fum  of  68  dollars; 

To  Eiizabeth  Siaydon,  the  fum  of  24  dollars,  for  nurfing  and 
boarding  two  foldiers,  of  which  fum  capt.  Steward  is  to  be  charged 
with  13  dollars  and  thirty-fixtieth,  for  nurfing  and  boarding  the 
m&n  he  wounded  in  the  llate-houfe  yard ;  the  remainder  to  the 
continent;  the  (aid  24  dollars  to  be  paid  to  colonel  T.  Matlack  : 

To  lachel  He  wen,  the  fum  of  5  dollars  and  thirty-ninetieth  ,fot 
nuriing  and  boarding  two  foldiers  of  the  continental  army  : 

Tliat  there  be  repaid  to  Robert  Moore  the  fum  of  feven  dollars, 
which  was  flopped  out  of  his  pay  by  captain  M.  Smith  ;  the  fame 
having  been  by  him  expended  for  provifionsj  when  he  was  left  fick 
by  his  company  in  Canada : 

Ordered^  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

Rejohedi  That  the  pay  of  doftor  Hullon,  who  was  appointed 
furgeon  to  the  fifth  Pennfylvania  battalion,  be  flopped  'till  farther 
orders  of  Congrefs,  and  that  the  paymafter  be  notified  thereof. 

The  committee,  to  whom  it  was  referred  to  devife  a  mode  of 
raifing  the  German  battalion  voted  on  the  25th  of  May  laft,  brought 
in  their  report,  which  was  taken  into  confideration  ;  whereupon, 

Refohed,  That  four  companies  of  Germans  be  raifed  in  Penn- 
fylvania, and  four  companies  in  Maryland,  to  compofe  the  faid 
regiment : 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  committee  of  fafety  of  Pennfyl- 
vania, immediately  to  appoint  proper  officers  for  and  direfl  the  in- 
iiilment  of  the  four  companies  to  be  raifed  in  that  colony  : 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  convention,  or,  in  their  recefs, 
to  the  council  of  fafety  of  Maryland,  immediately  to  appoint  pro- 
per officers  for  and  diredl  the  inliftment  of  the  four  companies  to 
be  raifed  in  that  colony  : 

That  the  faid  companies  be  inlifled  to  ferve  for  three  years,  un- 
lefs  fooner  difcharged  by  Congrefs,  and  receive  bounty,  pay,  ra- 
tion&and  all  other  allowances  equal  to  any  of  thecontinentaltroops: 

That  the  faid  companies  be  intitled  to  pay  and  fubfiflance  from 
the  time  of  inliftment : 

That  the  faid  companies,  when  raifed,  be  formed  into  a  battar. 
lion,  under  the  command  of  fuch  field  officers  as  Congrefs  fhall 
appoint : 

That  the  rank  of  the  captains  of  the  faid  companies  be  regulated 
as  Congrefs  fhall  hereafter  dire6l : 

That  5000  dollars  be  fent  to  the  committee  of  fafety  of  Penn- 
fylvania, and  5000  dollars  to  the  convention,  or,  in  their  recefs, 
to  the  council  of  fafety  of  Maryland,  to  defray  the  expence  of 
raijing  the  faid  companies. 

Refolved,  That  it  be  recommended  ^q   the   convention,  or,  in 

their 
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their  recefs,  to  the  council  of  fafety  of  Maryland,  to  appoint  the 
officers,  and  forward,  with  all  pofiible  expedition,  the  raifing  the 
two  companies  of  riffle  men. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Friday,   Jufie  28,   1776. 

The  committee  of  claims,  to  whom  were  referred  the  petition 
and  accounts  of  Thomas  Thomfon,  reported. 

That  there  ought  to  be  paid  to  Thomas  Thomfon  the  fnm  of 
750  dollars,  in  part  of  an  account  for  lumber  faid  to  have  been  de- 
livered by  Simon  Metcalf  to  the  forces  belonging  to  the  continent, 
at  St   John's  in  Canada  ; 

The  faid  committee  farther  reported,  that  there  is  due. 

To  Thomas  Mayberry,  the  fum  of  1 17  dollars  and  twenty-nine* 
ninetieths,  for  plated  iron  : 

Ordered^  That  the  faid  fums  be  paid. 

A  petition  from  colonel  James  Eafton  was  prefented  to  Congrefs 
and  read  : 

Refohedi  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  the  committer  appointed 
to  inquire  into  the  caufes  of  the  mifcarriages  in  Canada. 

A  petition  from  William  Poole  was  prefented  to  Congrefs  and 
read : 

Refihed,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  for  making  pro- 
vifion  for  wounded  and  difabled  foldiers. 

Francis  Hopkinfon,  Efqj  one  of  the  delegates  of  New-Jerfey 
attended,  and  produced  the  credentials  of  their  appointment, 
"which  was  read  as  follows :  viz. 

^'  In  Provincial  Congrefs,    New-Jerfey,    Burlington,    June    2  1, 

1776. 
The  Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  eledlion  of  delegates  to  reprcfent 
this  colony  in  Continental  Congrefs,  when  Richard  Stockton,  A- 
braham  Clark,  John  Hart,  and  Francis  Hopkinfon,  Efqrs;  and 
Dr.  John  Witherfpoon,  were  ele<6led  by  ballot  to  ferve  for  one 
year,  unlefs  a  new  appointment  be  made  before  that  time.  Re- 
folved.  That  the  following  inftruftions  be  given  to  the  delegates  as 
aforefaid.  The  Congrefs  impower  and  direct  you  in  the  name  of 
this  colony,  to  jom  with  the  delegates  of  the  other  colonies  in  con- 
tinental Congrefs,  in  the  moft  vigorous  meafures  for  fupporting 
the  juft  rights  and  liberties  of  America,  and  if  you  fhall  judge  it 
neceffary  or  expedient  for  this  purpofe,  we  impower  you  to  join 
with  them  in  declaring  the  United  Colonies  independant  of  Great- 
Britain,  entering  into  a  conf^^deration  for  union  and  common  de- 
fence, making  treaties  vi'ith  foreign  nations  for  commerce  and  aflif- 
tance,  and  to  take  fuch  other  meafures  as  may  appear  to  them  and 
you  neceffary  for  thefe  great  ends,  promifing  to  fupport  them  with 

the 
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the  whole  foree  of  this  province,  always  obferving  that  whatever 
plan  of  confederacy  you  enter  into,  the  regulating  the  internal  po- 
lice of  this  province  is  to  be  referved  to  the  colony  legiflature.  By 
order  of  Congrefs,  SAMUEL  TUCKER,  President. 

3Extra6t  from  the  minutes,  Wm.  Patterson,  Secretary." 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report  which  was  read,  in  thefe 
words  : 

"  Monfr.  Le  chevalier  de  Kirmovan,  having  produced  to  the 
board  indubitable  credentials  of  his  good  character  and  fuperior  a- 
bilities  in  the  art  of  war,  and  particularly  as  an  engineer,  the  board 
jrefolved  to  recommend  him  to  Congrefs  as  a  perfon,  who  can  be 
much  confided  in;  and  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  board,  that  the 
committee  of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania  be  requefted  to  employ  him  in 
planning  and  laying  out  the  fortifications  agreed  by  Congrefs,  to 
be  eredled  at  Billingfport,  on  the  river  Delaware." 

The  faid  report  beinoj  again  read, 

Refolvedy  That  the  fame  be  agreed  to. 

Refohed,  That  Mr.  Hopkinfon  be  added  to  the  committee  for 
preparing  a  plan  of  confederation. 

Refolved,  That  the  fecret  committee  be  directed  to  fell  the  com- 
mittee of  Salem  county  in  New- Jerfey,  300  lb.  of  powder. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  declaration  &c.  brought 
in  a  draught,  which  was  read  : 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  petition  from  Chriftopher  Champlain  was  prefented  to  Con^ 
grefs  and  read : 

Refolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Morris,  Mr.  Alfop,  and  Mr.  Gerry, 

Refolved,  That  Mr.  Wifner,  Mr.  Paine,  and  Mr.  Floyd  be  a 
committee  to  confer  with  Anthony  Mofengeil,  on  the  fubjedl  of 
manufacturing'  fulphur  : 

That  30  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  faid  committee,  they  to  be 
accountable. 

Refohed^  That  the  treafurers  be  impowered  to  advance  to  the 
committee  of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania  ioo,000  dollars,  the  colony  of 
Pennfylvania  to  be  accountable. 

Refolvedy  That  the  committee  for  fuperintending  the  treafury  be 
direfted  to  nominate  and  appoint  fix  perfons  to  fign  and  number 
the  million  of  dollars  ordered  to  be  ftruck  in  fmall  change. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  on  Monday  next. 

Monday,  July  i.   1776. 
Sundry  letters  were  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read,  viz. 
Three  from  general  Wafhington,  of  27th  and  28th  of  June,  with 
fundry  letters  and  papers  enclofed  : 

One  from  the  convention  of  New-Jerfeyjof  the  29th  : 

One 
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One  from  the  eonvention  of  New-Hampfhire,  of  the  17th; 

One  from  brigadier  general  Lewis,  of  the  17th  ; 

One  from  Benjamin  Harrifon,  jun. 

Refolvedt  That  an  order  for  6000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  trea- 
furers,  in  favour  of  Richard  Graham  of  Virginia,  in  full  of  a 
draught  in  his  favour  of  the  20th  June,  by  brigadier  gen.  Lewis; 
and  that  the  fame  be  charged  to  the  account  of  Benjamin  Harrifon, 
deputy  pay-mafter  general  for  "V  irginia, 

A  refolution  of  the  convention  of  Maryland,  paffed  the  28th  of 
June,  was  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read,  as  follows :  "  That  the 
inftru6lions  given  to  their  deputies  in  December  laft,  be  recalled, 
and  the  reftriftions  therein  contained,  removed  ;  and  that  the  de- 
puties of  faid  colony,  or  any  three  or  more  of  them,  be  authorifed 
and  impowered  to  concur  with  the  other  United  Colonies,  or  a 
majority  of  them,  in  declaring  the  United  Colonies  free  and  inde-. 
pendant  ftates  ;  in  forming  fuch  further  compact  and  confederation 
between  them ;  in  making  foreign  alliances,  and  in  adopting  fuch 
other  meafures  as  fhall  be  adjudged  neceffary  for  fecuring  the  liber- 
ties of  America  ;  and  that  faid  colony  will  hold  itfelf  bound  by 
the  refolutions  of  the  majority  of  the  United  Colonies  in  the  pre- 
mifes  ;  provided  the  fole  and  exclufive  right  of  regulating  the  in- 
ternal government  and  police  of  that  colony  be  referved  to  the  peo- 
ple thereof." 

The  order  of  the  day  being  read  : 

Refohedi  That  this  Congrefs  will  refolve  itfelf  into  a  committee 
of  the  whole  to  take  into  confideration  the  refolution  refpefting  in*- 
dependancy : 

That  the  declaration  be  referred  to  faid  committee. 

The  Congrefs  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole.  Af- 
ter fome  time  the  prefident  refumed  the  chair,  &  Mr.  Harrifon  re- 
ported, that  the  committee  had  come  to  a  refolution  which  they 
defired  him  to  report,  and  to  move  for  leave  to  fit  again. 

The  refolution  agreed  to  by  the  committee  of  the  whole  being 
read,  the  determination  thereof,  was  at  the  requeft  of  a  colony 
poftponed  till  to  morrow. 

Refolved,  That  a  brigadier  general  afting  in  a  feparate  depart- 
ment be  allowed  an  Aid  de  Camp. 

A  letter  of  the  29th  from  general  Walhington  was  laid  before 
Congrefs,  and  read. 

Refolved y  That  the  letters  this  day  received  be  referred  to  the 
board  of  war. 

Refolvedy  That  this  Congrefs  will  to  morrow  refolve  itfelf  into  a 
committee  of  the  whole  to  take  into  confideration  the  declaration 
refpefting  independance. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to  morrow. 


Tuesday,  July  2d.   1776. 
Sundry  letters  were  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read: 


One 
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One  from  general  Wafhington  of  the  30th  of  June,  enclofing 
fundry  papers,  among  which  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  lieutenant 
colonel  Campbell  to  general  Howe : 

One  from  the  council  of  Maffachufetts  Bay  of  the  26th  : 

One  from  governor  Trumbull  of  the  20th  of  the  fame  month, 
and  one  from  the  paymafter  general,  with  a  weekly  account : 

Orderedy  That  the  laft  be  delivered  to  the  board  of  treafury  : 

That  the  letter  from  lieutenant  colonel  Campbell  to  general 
Howe,  be  publilhed : 

That  the  other  letters  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

The  Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  refolution  re- 
ported from  the  committee  of  the  whole,  which  was  agreed  to,  as 
follows : 

Refolved,  That  thefe  United  Colonies  are,  and  of  right  ought  to 
be,  Free  and  Independant  States;  that  they  are  abfolved  from  all 
allegiance  to  the  Britifh  crown,  and  that  all  political  connexion 
between  them,  and  the  ftate  of  Great-Britain,  is  and  ought  to  be 
totally  diffolved. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Congrefs  refolved  itfelf 
into  a  committee  of  the  whole;  and  after  fome  time,  the  prefident 
refumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Harrifon  reported,  that  the  committee 
have  had,  under  confideration  the  declaration  to  them  referred,  but 
not  having  had  time  to  go  through  the  fame,  defired  him  to  move 
for  leave  to  fit  again  : 

Refolvedy  That  this  Congrefs  will  to-morrow  again  refolve  itfelf 
Into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  their  farther  confider- 
ation the  declaration  refpefting  Independance. 

Congrefs  being  informed,  that,  in  obedience  to  their  order, 
capt.  Whipple  and  capt.  Saltonftall  were  arrived  in  Philadelphia; 

Refolved,  That  the  marine  committee  enquire  into  the  complaints 
exhibited  againft  them,  and  report  thereon  to  Congrefs. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Wednesday,  July  3,   1776. 

A  letter  from  the  convention  of  New-Jerfey  of  the  2d,  and  a  let* 
ter  from  the  commiflioners  for  indian  affairs  in  the  fouthern  depart- 
ment, dated  Augufta,  May  21,  together  with  an  account  of  their 
cxpences,  and  the  minutes  of  their  conference  with  the  indians  in 
that  department,  were  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read  : 

Refolvedy  That  the  account  of  the  commiflioners  be  referred  to 
the  committee  on  the  treafury. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  letter  from  the  convention 
of  New- Jerfey ;  whereupon, 

Refolvedy  That  the  committee  of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania  be  re- 
quefted  to  fend  as  many  of  the  troops  of  their  colony,  as  they  can 
fpare,  to  Monmouth  county  in  New-Jerfey,  to  the  affiftance  of  the 
inhabitants  of  that  colony,  and  to  be  fubjed  to  the  orders  of  the 

commander 
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commander  in  chief;  the  faid  troops  to  be  allowed  the  fame  pay 
and  rations  as  the  troops  in  the  fervice  of  the  continent,  from  the 
time   of  their  march  until  their  return  : 

That  a  circular  letter  be  written  to  the  committees  of  infpettion, 
of  the  feveral  counties  in  Pennfylvania,  where  troops  are  raifed  or 
raifing  to  form  the  flying  camp,  requefting  them  to  fend  the  troops 
by  battalions,  or  detachments  of  battalions  or  companies,  as  faft 
as  raifed  to  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  except  thofe  raifed  in  the 
counties  of  Bucks,  Berks,  and  Northampton,  which  are  to  be  di- 
rected to  march  as  aforefaid,  to  New-Brunfwick  in  New-Jerfey  ; 

That  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  refolutions  be  fent  to  general 
Wafhington,  and  that  he  be  defired  to  appoint  a  proper  officer  to 
command  the  flying  camp,  and  alfo  diredl  proper  perfons  to  fup- 
ply  the  men  with  rations. 

Refohed,  That  the  marine  committee  be  impowered  to  contrail 
with  fhipwrights  to  go  to  lake  Champlain  on  the  following  terms  : 

To  allow  each  man  34.  dollars  and  two-thirds  per  month  ;  one 
months  pay  to  be  advanced  on  their  giving  fecurity  if  required  ; 

Each  man  to  be  allowed  a  ration  and  a  half,  and  one  half  pint  of 
rum  per  day  : 

Their  tools  and  arms  to  be  valued  : 

Two  thirds  of  their  wages  to  be  paid  monthly,  to  whomfoever 
they  ihall  leave  the  power  of  receiving  it : 

Their  pay  to  commence  from  the  day  they  fign  articles,  and 
continue,  untill  they  are  difcharged  with  an  allowance  of  one  day's 
pay  for  every  twenty  miles,  between  the  place  where  they  are  dif- 
charged, and  their  refpedlive  homes.  \ 

Refohedy  That  Dr.  Franklin  and  Mr.  Wilfon,  two  of  the  com- 
miffioners  for  indian  afl'airs  in  the  middle  department,  be  authorif- 
ed  to  difcharge  the  bills  drawn  by  Mr.  Morgan  on  the  commiffion- 
ers  of  that  department. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Congrefs  refolved  itfelf 
into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  their  farther  cc  nfide- 
ration,  the  declaration,  and  after  fometime  the  prelident  re  aimed 
the  chair,  and  Mr.  Harrifon  reported,  that  the  committee  not 
having  yet  gone  through  it,  defired  leave  to  fit  again.  ^ 

Rejohedi  That  this  Congrefs  will  to  morrow  again  refolve  itfel£ 
into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  their  farther  conf  dera- 
tion, the  declaration  of  independance. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to  morrow. 

Thursday,  July ^,  ^77^* 
Refolved,  That  application  be  made  to  the  committee  of  fafety 
of  Pennfylvania  for  a  fupply  of  flints  for  the  trcops  at  New-York: 
and  that  Delaware  government  and  Maryland,  be  requefted  to 
embody  their  militia  for  the  flying  camp  with  all  poflible  expedi- 
tion, and  to  march  them  without  delay  to  the  city  of  Philadelphia. 

Agreeable 
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AgregabJe'to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Congrefs  refolved  itfelf, 
Into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  their  farther  confidera- 
tion  the  declaration,  and  after  fome  time  the  prelldent  refiimed 
the  chair,  and  Mr.  Harrifon  reported  that  the  committee  have  a- 
greed  to  a  declaration  which  they  delired  him  to  repprt. 

The  declaration  being  read,  was  agre<2d  to,  as  follows  ; 

A  DECLARATION  by  the  Reprefentatives   of  the 

UNITEI)  STATES  of  AMERICA    in    Congrefs   af- 

fembled. 

WHEN,  in  the  coiirfe  of  human  events,  it  becomes 
necelTary  for  one  people  to  difTolve  the  political  bands 
which  have  connected  them  with  another,  and  to  affume, 
among  the  powers  of  the  Earth,  the  feparate  and  equal 
ilation  to  which  the  laws  of  nature  and  of  nature's  God 
entitle  them,  a  decent  refpedl  to  the  opinions  of  mankind 
requires  that  they  fliould  declare  the  caufes  which  impel 
them  to  the  feparation. 

We  hold  thefe  truths  to  be  felf-evident  j  that  all  men 
are  created  equal ;  that  they  are  endowed,  by  their  Crea- 
tor, with  certain  unalienable  rights;  that  among  thefe  are 
life,  liberty,  and  the  purfuit  of  happinefs. — Thajt  to  fe- 
cure  thefe  rights,  governments  are  inftituted  among  men, 
deriving  their  juft  powers  from  the  confent  of  the  govern- 
ed ;  that  whenever  any  form  of  government  becomes  de- 
ftruftive  of  thefe  ends,  it  is  the  right  of  the  people  to  al- 
ter or  to  abolifli  it,  and  to  inilitute  new  government, 
laying  its  foundation  on  fuch  principles,  and  organizing 
its  powers  in  fuch  form,  as  to  them  lliall  feem  moft  likely 
to  efFe6t  their  fafety  and  happinefs.  Prudence,  indeed, 
will  didlate,  that  governments  long  eftabiiflied,  lliould 
not  be  changed  for  light  and  tranfient  caufes  ;  and  accor- 
dingly all  experience  hath  fhewn,  that  mankind  are  more 
difpofed  to  fufFer,  while  evils  are  fufferable,  than  to  right 
themfelves  by  abolifhing  the  forms  to  which  they  are  ac- 
cuftomed.  But  when  a  long  train  of  abufes  and  ufurpa- 
tions,  purfuing  invariably  the  fame  obje<51:,  evinces  a  de- 
ilgn  to  reduce  them  urwder  abfolute  defpotifm,  it  is  their 
right,  it  is  their  duty,  to  throw  ofF  fuch  government, 
and  to  provide  new  guards  for  their  future  fecurity.     Such 

Vol.  11.  H  h  has: 
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has  been  the  patient  fufFerance  of  thefe  colonies ;  and  fuch 
is  now  the  neceffity  which  conftrains  them  to  aker  their 
former  fyftems  of  government.  The  hiftory  of  the  prefent 
king  of  Great-Britain  is  a  hiftory  of  repeated  injuries  and 
ufurpations,  ,all  having  in  direct  object  the  eftabhfhment  of 
an  abfolute  tyranny  over  thefe  ftates.  To  prove  this>  let 
fa£ls  be  fubmitted  to  a  candid  world. 

He  has  refufed  his  aflent  to  laws  the  moft  wholefomc 
and  necelTary  for  the  public  good. 

He  has  forbidden  his  governors  to  pafs  laws  of  imme- 
diate and  preffing  importance,  nnlefs  fufpended  in  their 
operation  till  his  aiTent  Ihotild  be  obtained  ;  and  when  fo 
fufpended,   he  has  utterly  neglefted  to  attend  to   them. 

He  has  reMed  to  pafs  other  laws  for  the  accommoda- 
tion of  large  diftri£ls  of  people,  unlefs  thefe  people  would 
relinquiih  the  right  of  reprefentation  in  the  legiflature  j  a 
right  ineftimabie  to  them,   and  formidable  to  tyrants  only. 

He  has  called  together  legiflative  bodies  at  places  unufu- 
al,  uncomfortable,  and  diftant  from  the  depofitory  of 
their  public  records,  for  the  fole  purpofe  of  fatiguing  them 
into  compliance  with  his  meafures. 

He  has  diiTolved  reprefentative  houfes  repeatedly,  for 
oppofing,  with  manly  firmnefs,  his  invafions  on  the  rights 
of  the  people. 

He  has  refufed  for  a  long  time,  after  fuch  diflblutions, 
to  caufe  others  to  be  eledted  ;  whereby  the  legiflative  pow  - 
ers,  incapable  of  annihilation,  have  returned  to  the  people 
at  large  for  their  exercife  -,  the  ftate  remaining,  in  the 
mean  time,  expofed  to  all  the  dangers  of  invafion  from 
without,    and  convulfions  within. 

He  has  endeavoured  to  prevent  the  population  of  thefe 
ftates  •,  for  that  purpofe  obftru(fting  the  laws  for  naturali- 
zation of  foreigners  *,  refufing  to  pafs  others  to  encourage 
their  migrations  hither,  and  raiiing  the  conditions  of  new 
appropriations  of  lands. 

He  has  obftru£led  the  ajdminiftration  of  juftice,  by^ re- 
fufing his  affent  to  laws  for  eftablilhing  judiciary  powers. 

He 
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He  has  made  judges  dependent  on  his  will  alone,  for 
the  tenure  of  their  offices,  and  the  amount  and  payment 
of  their  falaries. 

He  has  erected  a  multitude  of  new  offices,  and  fent  hi- 
ther fwarms  of  pfficei's  to  harrafs  our  people,  and  eat  out 
their  fubftance. 

He  has  kept  among  us,  in  times  of  peace,  ftanding  ar^ 
mies,  without  the  confent  of  our  legiflatures. 

He  has  affc^led  to  render  the  military  independent  of, 
and  fuperior  to  the  civil  power^ 

He  has  combined  with  others  to  fubje<5l  us  to  a  jurifdic- 
tion  foreign  to  our  conftitution,  and  unacknowledged  by 
our  laws  ;  giving  his  affent  to  tlieir  a£ls  of  pretended  legif- 
jlation  : 

For  quartering  large  bodies  of  armed  troops  among  us: 

For  protecting  them,  by  a  mock  trial,  from  punifli- 
ment  for  any  murders  which  they  ihould  commit  on  the 
Inhabitants  of  thefe  ftates  : 

For  cutting  off  our  trade  with  all  parts  of  the  world  : 

For  inipofing  taxes  on  us  without  our  confent  : 

For  depriving  us,  in  many  cafes,  of  the  benefits  of  tri- 
al by  jury  : 

For  tranfporting  us  beyond  feas  to  be  tried  for  pretended 
offences  : 

For  abolifhing  the  free  fyftem  of  Englifh  laws  in  a 
neighbouring  province,  eftablilhing  therein  an  arbitrary 
government,  and  enlarging  its  boundaries,  fo  as  to  ren- 
der it  at  once  an  example  and  fit  inftrument  for  introduc- 
ing the  fame  abfolute  rule  into  thefe  cc4onies  : 

For  taking  away  our  charters,  abolifliing  our  mofl:  var 
luable  laws,  and  altering  fundamentally  the  forms  of  our 
governments  : 

For  fufpending  our  own  legiflatures,  and  declaring 
themfelves  invefted  with  power  to  legiflate  for  us  in  all  ca- 
fes whatfoever. 

He  has  abdicated  government  here,  by  declaring  us  out 
of  his  protedlion,  and  waging  War  againft  us. 
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He  Uas  plundered  our  feas,  ravaged  our  coafts,  burnt 
our  towns,   and  deftroyed  the  lives  of  our  people. 

He  is,  at  this  time,  tranlporting  large  armies  of  foreign 
mercenaries  to  complete  the  works  of  death,  defolation, 
and  tyranny,  already  begun  with  circumftances  of  cruel- 
ty and  perfidy,  fcarcely  paralleled  in  the  moft  barbarous 
ages,   and  totally  unworthy  the  head  of  a  civilized  nation. 

He  has  conftrained  our  fellow-citizens,  taken  captive 
on  the  high  feas,  to  bear  arms  againft  their  country,  to 
become  the  executioners  of  their  friends  and  brethren^  or 
to  fall  themfelves  by  their  hands. 

He  has  excited  domeftic  infurreflions  amongft  us,  and 
has  endeavoured  to  bring  on  the  inhabitants  of  our  fron- 
tiers the  mercilefs  indian  favages,  whofe  known  rule  of 
warfare  Is  an  undiftinguifhed  deftruftion,  of  ail  ages^ 
Text's,   and  conditions. 

In  every  ftage  of  thefe  oppreffions  we  have  petitioned 
for  redrefs  in  the  moft  humble  terms  :  Our  repeated  peti^ 
tions  have  been  anfwered  only  by  repeated  injury.  A 
prince,  whofe  character  is  thus  marked  by  every  aft 
which  may  define  a  tyrant,  is  unfit  to  be  the  ruler  of  a 
free  people. 

Nor  have  we  been  wanting  In  attentions  to  our  Britifh 
brethren.  We  have  warned  them,  from  time  to  time,  of 
attempts  by  their  legiflature  to  extend  an  unwarrantable  ju- 
rifdi^tion  over  us.  We  have  reminded  them  of  the  cir- 
cumftances of  our  emigration  and  fettlement  here.  We 
have  appealed  to  their  native  juftice  and  magnanimity, 
and  we  have  conjured  them  by  the  ties  of  our  common 
kindred  to  difavow  thefe  ufurpations,  which  would  inevi- 
tably interrupt  our  connexions  and  correfpondence.  They 
too  have  been  deaf  to  the  voice  of  juftice  and  of  confangui- 
nity.  We  muft,  therefore,  acquiefce  in  the  neceffity, 
which  denounces  our  feparation,  and  hold  them,  as  we 
hold  the  reft  of  mankind,  enemies  in  war,  in  peace  friends. 
We,  therefore,  the  reprefentatives  of  the  UNITED 
STATES  ot  AMERICA,  in  GENERAL 
CONGRESS    alTembled,    appealing    tt|^  the    fupreme 
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judge  of  the  world  for  the  reiSlitude  of  our  intentions,  do, 
in  the  name,  and  by  authority  of  the  good  people  of  thefe 
colonies,  folemnly  publifh  aiui  declare,  That  thefe  United 
Colontes  are,  and  of  right  ought  to  be,  FREE  and 
INDEPENDENT  STATES;  that  they  are  a^- 
folved  from  all  allegiance  to  the  Britifh  crown,  and  that 
all  political  connexion  between  them  and  the  ftate  of  Great- 
Britain,  i3,  and  ought  to  be,  totally  difTolved  ;  an.d  that 
as  FREE  and  INDEPENDENT  STATES, 
they  have  full  power  to  levy  war,  conclude  peace,  con- 
tra6l  alliances,  eftablifh  commerce,  and  to  do  all  other 
aas  and  things  which  INDEPENDENT  STATES 
may  of  right  do.  And  for  the  fupport  of  this  declaration, 
with  a  firm  reliance  on  the  protection  of  DIVINE 
PROVIDENCE,  we  mutually  pledge  to  each  other 
our  lives,  our  fortunes,   and  our  facred  honour. 

The  foregoing  declaration  was  by  order  of  Congrefs  engroffed 
^nd  figned  by  the  following  members  : 

JOHN     HANCOCK, 

r  Jojiah  Bartlett^ 

New -Ha  MP  SHIRE,  <  William  Whipple, 

C.  Matthew   Thornton* 

{Samuel  Adams y 

_,         j   John  A  dams  y 
Massachusetts-Bay.  1  -n  ,    ^^     ^  n  • 
•  '  1  RobertTreat  Paine^ 


fiHODE-IsLAND,    <be. 


Connecticut, 


jKew-York. 


\^E  lb  ridge  Gerry* 

(i  Stephen   Hopkins, 
'^William  Ellery. 

f  Roger  Sherman, 
\  Samuel  Huntington, 
William  Williams, 
^Oliver  Wolcott. 

{William   Floyd, 
I  Philip  Living  ft  any 
1  Francis   Lewis, 
iLezuis  Morris* 


New- 
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NE\y-jERSEY» 


PennsylvaniAo 


Delaware, 


Maryland, 


{Richard  Stockton ^ 
I  John  Witherfpoon.^ 
\  Francis   Hopkinfon^ 
j  John  Harty 
\_  Abraham  Clark* 
{Robert  Morris ^ 
Benjamin  Rujh, 
Benjamin  Franklin ^ 
John  Morton^ 
'{  George  Clymer^ 
James   Smithy 
George  Taylor^ 
James  IVilfon^ 
[^George  Rofs. 

\Cafar  Rodney^ 
f  George  Read* 

f  Samuel  Chafe ^ 
1  William   Paca, 


Virginia* 


]  Thomas   Stone^ 
'[^Charles  Carroll,  of  Carrollton, 
[George  Wythe^ 
\  Richard  Henry  Leey 
!  Thomas   Jefferfoji, 
\  Benjamin  Harrifouy 
Thomas  Nelfon,  jun» 
Francis  Lightfoot  Lee^^ 
Carter  Braxton* 
'William   Hooper y 
\  J^f^P^  Hew$Sy 
Ljohn  Penn. 
{  Edivard  Rnt ledge, 

I  Thomas  Heywardf  jun. 
South-Carolina,    j  .^^^^^^  j^^„^^^  y„„. 

\^  Arthur  IVJiddlefon* 
(-Button  Gwinnetty 
Georgia.  -^Lyman  Hally 

George  Walton* 

"ieM 


North-Carolina. 
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Uefolvedi  That  copies  of  the  declaration  be  fent  to  the  feveral 
affemblies,  conventions  and  committees,  or  councils  of  fafety,  and 
to  the  feveral  commanding  officers  of  the  continental  troops  ;  that 
it  be  proclaimed  in  each  of  the  United  States,  and  at  the  head  of 
the  army. 

Ordered^  That  Mr  Morris  and  Mr.  Hevv^es  determine  the  hire  of 
Mr.  Walker's  veffel,  which  vi^as  employed  by  commodore  Hopkins 
in  the  fervice  of  the  continent. 

A  letter  of  the  3d  from  general  Wafhington  v^as  laid  before  Con- 
grefs  and  read ; 

Re/b/ved,  That  the  delegates  of  New- York,  New-Jerfey  and 
Pennfylvania,  be  a  committee  to  confer  with  the  committee  of 
fafety  of  Pennfylvania,  and  the  committee  of  infpe6lion  and  ob- 
fervation  for  the  city  and  liberties  of  Philadelphia,  and  the  field 
officers  of  the  battalions  of  the  faid  city  and  liberties,  on  the  bell 
means  of  defending  the  colonies  of  New-Jerfey  and  Pennfylvania ; 
and  that  they  be  impowered  to  fend  exprefles,  where  neceifary  : 

That  the  fecret  committee  be  inftruAed  to  order  the  flints  be- 
longing to  the  continent,  and  now  at  Rhode- Ifland,  to  be  fent  to 
the  general  at  New-York. 

Rejbhed,  That  Mr.  Wifner  be  impowered  to  fend  a  man,  at  the 
public  expence,  to  Orange  county,  for  a  fample  of  flint-ftone. 

The  Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  appointment  of  two  commiffion- 
ers  for  indian  affairs,  in  the  middle  department ;  and  the  ballots 
being  taken, 

Jafper  Yates  and  John  Montgomery,  Efqrs.  were  elefted. 
Ordered,  That  Do6lor  Franklin  and  Mr,  Wilfon  inform  the 
above  named  gentlemen  of  their  appointment,  and  defire  them  to 
attend  the  treaty  with  the  indians  at  Pittfburg,  on  the  day  ap- 
pointed ;  and  alfo  to  appoint  fome  perfons  to  procure  goods  necef- 
fary  for  the  indians. 

Rejohed,  I'hat  to-morrow  be  affigned  for  filling  up  the  vacan- 
cies in  the  committee  for  indian  affairs. 

Refolved,  That  the  prefident  be  impowered  to  employ  another 
private  fecretary. 

Refolved,  That  the  board  of  war  be  impowered  to  employ  fuch  a 
numbfer  of  perfons,  as  they  fhall  find  neceifary,  to  manufafture flints 
for  the  continent ;  and  for  this  purpofe  to  apply  to  the  refpeclive 
affemblies,  conventions  and  councils,  or  committees  of  fafety  ofthe 
United  American  States,  or  committees  of  infpe6:ion  of  the  coun- 
ties and  towns  thereunto  belonging,  for  the  names  and  places  of 
abode  of  perfons  flcilled  in  the  manufadlory  aforefaid,  and  of  the 
places,  in  their  refpcdive  ilates,  where  the  beft  fiint-llones  are  to 
be  {^btained,  with  famples  of  the  fame. 

Refohed,  That  an  order  for  3  dollars  and  fifty-four  ninetieths, 
'be  drawn  on  the  treafurers,  in  favour  of  the  exprefs,  who  brought 
the  difpatches  from  Trento% 

Refohed. 
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Refolved,  That  Dr.  Franklin,  Mr.  J.  Adams  and  Mr.  Jefferfon^ 
bet  committee  to  prepare  a  device  for  a  feal  for  the  United  States 
of  America.  , 

Refihedy  That  the  fecret  committee  be  direded  to  fell  25  lb.  of 
powder  to  John  Garrifon  of  North-Carolina. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to*morrow. 

3?*RiDAyj  July  5,  1776. 

A  letter  from  captain  Crawford,  a  prifoner,  of  the  26th  regi- 
ment, was  read,  requefting  leave  to  vifit  the  prifoners  in  the  feve- 
ral  places,  vi'^here  they  are  confined  : 

Refohed,  That,  in  the  prefent  fituation  of  affairs,  fuch  leave  be 
not  granted. 

The  committee  on  ways  and  means  brought  in  a  report,  which 
was  read; 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  account  and  vouchers  of  Mr.  Price  being  laid  on  the  table; 

Refolved,  That  they  be  referred  for  adjuftment  to  the  board  of 
treafnry. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report ;  whereupon, 

Refolved,  That  a  regiment  be  raifed  out  of  the  officers  who  ferved 
.  in  Canada,  on  the  fame  terms  on  which  the  regiment,  to  be  com- 
jfeanded  by  colonel  Dubois,  is  to  be  raifed;  and  that  the  following 
perfons  be  appointed  officers  of  the  faid  rcgim.ent : 

Seth  Warner,  colonel : 

Samuel  SafFord,  lieutenant  colonel : 

Elilha  Painter,  major: 

Wait  Hopkins,  John  Grant,  Gideon  BrOwnfon,  Abiather  An- 
gel, Simeon  Smith,  Jofhua  Stanton,  Seely,  Jacob  Vorfbo- 
roug,  captaks  ;  John  Allen,            Fuffet,  Walbridge, 
Deane,  James  Gold,              Sill,  Ebenezer  Hide,  Gamaliel  Pain- 
ter, firil  lieutenants ; 

EUenezer  Beaumont,  adjutant. 

Refohedy  That  the  prelident  Vv^rite  to  governor  Cooke,  requeft- 
ing him  to  order  fifty  (hip-carpenters  to  be  engaged  on  the  bell 
ternis,  at  the  expence  of  the  continent,  and  fent  to  general  Schuy- 
ler at  Albany,  as  foon  as  poffible,  in  order  to  build  veifels  for  the 
defence  of  the  lakes. 

The  committee  of  Congrefs  appointed  to  confer  with  the  com- 
mittee of  fafety  of  Pennfylvanid,  the  committee  of  infpeftion  and 
obfervation  for  the  city  and  liberties  of  Philadelphia,  and  the  field 
officers  of  the  five  battalions  of  the  faid  city,  reported,  that  they 
have  had  a  meeting  v.'ith  the  committees  and  officers  aforefaid,  and 
have  agreed  to  the  following  refolutions,  viz. 
,  That  all  the  afibciated  militia  of  Pennfylvania,  (excepting  the 
counties  of  WeHmoreland,  Bedford  and  Northumberland)  who 

can 
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can  be  furniflied  with  arms  and  accoutrements,  be  forthwith  re- 
quelled  to  march,  with  the  utmoft  expedition,  to  Trenton,  (ex- 
cept the  mih'tia  of  Northampton  county,  who  are  to  march  direfih- 
]y  for  New-Brunfwick)  in  New-Jerfey;  and  that  the  faid  militia 
continue  in  fervice,  until  the  flying  camp  often  thoufand  men  can 
be  collefted  to  relieve  them,  unlels  they  fhall  be  fooner  difcharged 
by  Congrefs: 

That  the  militia  march  by  companies  to  the  place  of  rendez^vous : 

That  the  faid  militia  be  taken  into  the  continental  pay,  and  re- 
ceive the  fame  pay,  allowances  and  rations,  as  the  continental 
troops,  from  the  time  they  begin  their  march,  until  they  return  to 
their  refpe£live  homes : 

That  thofe  of  the  three  battalions  of  the  Pennfylvania  troops^ 
now  remaining  in  the  province,  be  ordered  to  march  immediateljr 
for  Ncw-Brunfwick  in  New-Jetfey: 

That  the  committee  of  fafety  of  Pfennfylvania  provide  as  many 
tents,  as  they  can,  for  faid  militia: 

That  the  committees  of  infpe6lion  and  obfervation,  in  the  feve- 
ral  counties,  furnifh  a  good  kettle  to  every  fix  men,  and  give  all 
the  affiftance  in  their  power,  that  the  faid  militia  be  well  armed 
and  equipped,  and  mafch  with  the  greatcft  expedition  : 

That  the  committees  of  infpedtion,  for  the  feveral  counties  of 
Pennfylvania,  be  defired  to  order  fuch  troops,  as  they  may  raife 
for  the  flying  camp,  to  be  marched  to  Trenton  ;  the  refolve  of 
Congrefs  pafied  yefterday  notwithfl:anding;  whereupon, 

Refolvedy  That  this  Congrefs  highly  approve  the  foregoing  xi' 
folutions,  and  recommend  it  to  the  good  people  of  Pennfylvania^ 
to  carry  the  fame  into  execution  with  the  fame  laudable  readinefs, 
which  they  have  hitherto  manifefl:ed  in  fupporting  the  injured 
rights  of  their  country. 

Refolved,  That  colonel  Hazlet,  of  the  battalion  in  Delaware 
government,  be  ordered  to  ftation  one  company  at  Lewis-town, 
and  to  march  the  remaining  feven  to  Wilmington,  and  there  re*' 
main  until  farther  orders  of  this  Congrefs. 

Refolvedy  That  the  commiflioners  for  indian  afl'airs  in  the  fouth* 
ern  department,  while  on  aftual  fervice^  receive  four  dollars  a  day. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  reported,  that  there  is  due. 

To  John  Walker,  Efq;  one  of  the  commiflioners  of  indian  affairs 
in  the  fouthern  department,  the  fum  of  869  dollars  and  fixty-feven 
hinetieths,  for  feveral  hdrfes,  a  waggon  and  geers,  and  expences  in 
travelling  2500  miles: 

Ordered^  That  the  faid  account  be  paid. 

The  committee  appointed  to  confider  the  flate  of  Georgia, 
brought  in  their  report,  which  was  taken  into  confideration ; 
whereupon, 

Refohedf  That,  fbr  the  defence  of  Georgia,  there  be  an  addition 
'iftl'  two  battaliono,  (one  of  them  to  confill  of  riiHe  men)  to  be 
VpL.  II.  ti  raifed 
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raifed  on  th'e  fa'me  terms  on  which  other  continental  battaliohs  are 
now  ordered  to  be  raifed: 

That  blank  commiflions  for  the  field  officers  be  fent  to  the  con- 
vention of  Georgia,  to  be  filled  up  with  the  .names  of  fuch  per- 
fons,  as  the  faid  convention  lliall  judge  proper: 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  affemblies,  conventions  or  coun- 
cils of  fafety  of  Virginia,  North  and  South-Carolina,  to  permit 
the  raifing  troops,  for  the  purpofe  aforefaid,  within  their  refpec- 
tive  flatesj  and  if  requeued,  to  afford  their  advice  and  affiflance, 
v/ith  regard  to  fuitable  perions  for  captains  and  fubalterns,  and 
that  blank  commifiions  be  delivered  to  the  delegates  : 

That  four  gallies  be  built  at  the  expence  of  the  United  States, 
under  the  direftion  of  the  convention  of  Georgia,  for  the  farther 
defence  of  the  faid  ftate  : 

And  whereas,  the  delegates  of  Georgia  have  reprefented  the 
neceirit7  of  erc6ling  two  forts,  one  at  Savannah  and  the  other  at 
Sunbury ; 

Rsjohed^  That  two  companies  of  artillery  be  raifed,  confifting 
of  fifty  men  each,  officers  included,  for  the  purpofe  of  garrifoning 
fuch  forts,  in  cafe  they  fliall  be  erefted,  by  and  at  the  expence  of 
Georgia ;  and  that  blank  commiffions  be  delivered  to  the  delegates 
for  the  officers,  to  be  filled  up  by  the  aiTembly  or  convention  of 
the  faid  ftate. 

Rcfolved^  That  general  Wafhington  be  impowered,  if  he  fhall 
judge  it  advifeable,  to  order  three  of  the  fulleft  regiments,  ftati- 
aoned  ill  MafTachufetts  Bay,  to  be  immediately  marched  to  Ticon- 
deroga;  and  that  an  equal  number  of  the  militia  of  that  ftate,  be 
taken  into  pay,  and  embodied  for  its  defence,  if  the  government 
of  Malfachufetts  Bay  judge  it  ncceffary. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into- 
jconfideration ;  whereupon, 

■■■'Refolved,  That  Mr.  John  Coburne,  who  has  afted  as  an  affift- 
ant  conduftor  of  military  ftores  in  Canada,  and  has  produced  cer- 
tificates of  his  having  done  his  duty  in  that  ftation,  be  allowed 
lieutenant's  pay>  from  the  firft  day  of  March  to  the  firft  day  of 
June  Ic^ft;  • 

That  a  chaplain  be  appointed  to  each  regiment  in  the  continen- 
tal army,  and  that  their  allowance  be  encreafed  to  thirty-three 
dollars  and  one  third  of  a  dollar  a  month  :  ' 

That  immediate  fteps  be  taken  in  the  feveral  colonies,  to  pro* 
cure  lead :  ' 

That  the  poftmafter  general  be  directed  immediately  to  have 
expreifes  eftabiiftied  between  this  city  and  New- York,  and  .that 
general  Waftiington  be  defired  to  fend  off  difpatches  to  Congrefs; 
every  day  : 

That  the  fecret  committee  be  diredled  to  fend  forthwith  to  ge- 
neral Lewis,  at  Williamfburg,  five  tons  of  powder,  for  the  ufe  of 

the 
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the  troops  in  the  fouthern  department,  part  of  which  is  to  be  for- 
warded to  South-CaroJina: 

That  the  Britifh  officers  and  foldiers  who  are  prifoners,  and 
now  in  New-Jerfey,  be  fent  from  thence  to  the  town  of  York  in 
Pennfylvania,  and  that  the  convention  or  committee  of  fafety  of 
New-Jerfey  be  reqaefted  to  carry  this  refolve  into  execution : 

That  four  companies  of  the  militia  be  direfled  to  remain   in 
Philadelphia,  to  guard  the  continental  llores  in  that  city^ 
.    The  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poilponed  : 
Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrowo 

Saturday,  July  6,  1776. 

A  letter  of  th€  5th,  from  the  convention  of  New  Jerfey,  was 
received  aad  read. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  v.rhich  was  taken  into 
confideration ;  whereupon, 

Refolved,  That  Carpenter  Wharton  be  appointed  commiffary  to 
fuppiy  with  rations  the  militia  who  are  immediately  to  march  from 
Pennfylvania  to  Ne\(y-Jerfey,  until  the  coinmiffary  general  ftiall 
order  other  wife: 

That  William  Sherman,  jun.  be  appointed  paymaller  of  colonel 
Warner's  regiment :  ■ 

That  major  Rogers  be  fent  to  New-Hampfhire,  to  be  difpofed 
of  ?3  the  government  of  that  ftate  fhall  judge  belt. 

Sundry  letters  were  received  and  read,  viz. 

One  from  general  Wafhington  of  the  4th  and  5th : 

One  of  the  lit  from  gen.  Schuyler  to  general  Wafhington  ;  and, 

One  of  the  24th  of  June,  from  brigadier  general  Sullivan  to  ge- 
neral Schuyler  : 

Refolvedy  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Rejolvedy  That  the  agents  in  Maffachufetts-Bay  and  Rhode- 
Ifland,  be  direifted  to  fend  the  arms  taken  out  of  the  Scotch  tranf- 
ports,  to  general  Wafhington  at  New- York. 

Refolvedi  That  a  copy  of  a  letter  received  from  J.  Green  be  for- 
warded to  general  Wafhington,  and  that  he  be  defired  to  fend  for 
fuch  parts  of  the  ftores  therein  mentioned,  as  he  fhall  think  proper. 

Application  being  made  by  William  Kelfay,  who  has  raifed  a 
company  in  New-Jerfey,  for  a  fum  of  nioney  to  defray  the  expences 
of  faid  company  to  New- York : 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Meafe  advance  one  month's  pay  to  captain 
Kelfay,  for  the  ufe  of  his  company;  he  to  be  accountable. 

The  Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  election  of  members  for  the 
committee  on  indian  affairs,  in  the  room  of  thofe  abfent,  and  the 
ballots  being  taken,  Mr.  Jefferfon,  Mr.  P.  Livingfton  and  Mr? 
Puntingdon,  were  chofeji, 

Jiefolved^ 
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Refohedy  That  Mr.  Floyd,  Mr.  Rodney  and  Mr.  Clark,  be  ad^ 
ded  to  the  committee  on  the  mifcarriages  in  Canada. 

Refolvedy  That  the  fecret  committee  be  direded  to  deliver  one 
ton  of  powder  to  the  convention  of  New- York ;  they  to  be  ac- 
countable: 

That  general  Schuyler  be  direfted  to  colle£l  and  audit  the  pub- 
lic accounts  of  the  late  general  Montgomery,  and  to  include  his 
pay  and  the  allowance  for  his  table  in  the  adjuHment. 

The  board  of  treafury  laid  before  Congrefs  an  account  of  James 
"Warren,  Efq;  late  paymafter  general  of  the  United  Colonies; 
whereupon, 

Refolvedy  That  the  following  allowances  be  made,  viz. 

For  affiftants,  from  27th  July,  1775,  to  4th  May,  1776,  the 
fumof  276  dollars : 

For  fundry  articles  purchafed  for  the  ufe  of  the  office  In  New- 
York,  3  dollars  and  forty-nine  feventy-two  parts  of  a  dollar  : 

For  horfe-hire  to  William  Wynthrop,  Efq*  and  for  his  attend- 
ance and  expences  in  Philadelphia,   100  dollars: 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Warren  pay  the  balance  in  his  hands  to  Ebe- 
nezer  Hancock,  Efq;  deputy  paymafter  general  for  the  eaftern 
department. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  on  Monday. 

Monday,  July  8,   1776, 

A  letter  of  the  4th  from  general  Wafiiington,  and  one  of  the  6th 
from  the  convention  of  New-Jerfey,  were  laid  befpre  Congrefs  and 
read. 

Refolvedy  That  the  fecret  committee  be  direfted  to  fend  four  tons 
of  powder,  and  a  fufficient  quantity  of  cartridge-paper,  to  general 
Mercer,  for  the  ufe  of  the  flying  camp. 

Refolvedy  That  an  order  for  20,000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the 
treafurers,  in  favour  of  James  Meafe;  he  to  be  accountable. 

A  letter  from  Mrs.  Connolly  was  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read; 

Refolvedy  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  fafety  of  Penn- 
fylvanla,  and  that  it  be  recommended  to  faid  comniittee,  to  make 
proper  orovifion  for  Mrs.  Conpolly,  'till  farther  order  of  Congrefs. 

Refolvedy  That  the  comnrianding  officer  of  the  military  affocia- 
tors  of  Philadelphia,  be  diredled  not  to  order  captain  Peters  out  of 
the  city,  as  his  fervice  and  attendance  is  neceflary  in  the  war-office. 

Refolvedy  That  the  poft-mafters,  while  in  office,  be  excufed 
from  all  military  duty. 

A  letter  of  the  4th,  from  the  convention  of  Maryland,  Inclofing 
refolutions  for  raifing  three  thoufand  four  hundred  men  for  the 
flying  camp,  was  received  and  read: 

Refolvedy  That  major  general  Gates  be  Informed,  that  It  was  the 
intention  of  Congrefs  to  give  him  the  command  of  the  troops  whilfl 
jn  Canada,  but  that  they  had  no  defign  to  veil  him  with  a  fupe- 

rior 
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rior  command  to  general  Schuyler,  whilll  the  troops  fhould  be  on 
this  lide  Canada;  and  that  the  prefident  write  to  major  general 
Schuyler  and  major-general  Gates,  Hating  this  matter,  and  recom- 
mending to  them  to  carry  on  the  military  operations  with  harmony, 
and  in  Tuch  manner  as  fhall  beft  promote  the  public  fervice ; 

That  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  refolution  be  tranfmitted  to  gene* 
ral  Wafhington. 

The  committee  of  fafety  of  Fennfylvania  having  recommended 
Daniel  Burkhard,  George  Hubley,  Jacob  Bunner  and  Benjamin 
Weifer,  to  be  captains  of  the  four  companies  of  Germans  to  h^ 
ralfed  in  that  ftate  ; 

Refihedy  That  they  be  approved,  and  that  commiffions  be 
granted  to  them  accordingly. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into 
confideration;  whereupon, 

Refolvedy  That  general  Wafhington  be  vefted  with  difcretlonary 
power  to  call  to  his  affiftance  at  New-York,  fuch  of  the  continen- 
tal regiments  in  the  Maffachufetts  Bay,  as  have  not  already  receiv- 
ed orders  to  march  to  TIconderoga ;  and  that  the  general  court  of 
that  ilate  be  requeHed  to  fupply  their  places  with  militia,  if  they 
think  it  expedient : 

That  the  commiffary  general  have  full  power  to  fupply  both  ar* 
mies,  that  upon  the  lakes  as  well  as  that  at  New- York;  and  alfo  to 
appoint  and  employ  fuch  perfons  under  him,  and  to  remove  any 
deputy  comrailTary,  as  he  fliall  judge  proper  and  expedient ;  it  be- 
ing abfolutely  neceffary,  that  the  fupply  of  both  armies  (hould  be 
.under  one  diredlion. 

The  Congrefs  then  proceeded  to  th«?  election  of  a  deputy  qnar* 
ter-maller  general  for  the  flying  camp,  and  the  ballots  being  taken, 

Clement  Biddle  was  ele£led  deputy  quarter-mailer  general  for 
the  flylnaj  camp,  and  for  the  militia  of  Fennfylvania  and  New-Jer- 
fey,  ordered  to  rendezvous  at  Trenton. 

Refolvedy  That  tOr-morrow  be  afiigned  for  the  eledlion  of  a  de- 
puty muller-mafter  general  for  the  flying  camp  ami  militia  afore' 
faid. 

Refolvedy  That  the  committee  for  providing  medicines  be  di- 
re£l:ed  to  fupply  the  militia  aforefaid  with  a  fufficient  quantity  of 
fuitable  medicines. 

Refolvedy  That  an  order  for  60,000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  trea- 
furers,  in  favour  of  the  delegates  of  Georgia,  for  the  ufe  of  the 
continental  battalions ;  the  Hate  of  Georgia  to  be  accountable. 

Refolvedy  That  general  Wafhington  be  impowered  to  appoint 
fuitable  places  of  rendezvous  for  the  new  battalions  raifing  for 
Canada,  and  communicate  the  fame  to  the  alfemblles  of  New- 
Hamplhire,  Maffachufetts  Bay,  Conne6licut  and  New- York ;  alfo 
to  iffue  his  orders  for  fupplying  the  men  with  rations,  tents,  a 
month's  pay  advance,  and  other  neceflaries. 

Refohed, 
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Refolved,  That  Mr.  Meafe  be  direded  to  advance  one  month's 
pay  to  fuchofthe  militia  as  will  engage  to  ferve  in  the  flying 
camp. 

Refolved^  That  an  order  for  5000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  trea- 
furers,  in  favour  of  Mr.  George  Evans,  contradlor,  for  fupplying 
the  Delaware  battalion  ;  he  to  be  accountable. 

A  letter  of  the  5th,  from  the  committee  of  fafety  of  Delaware 
government,  with  fimdry  papers  enclofed,  was  laid  before  Con- 
p-refs  and  read : 

Refohed,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  the  delegates  of  Mary- 
land and  Delaware. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Tuesday,    July  9,    1776. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  intq 
confideration  ;  whereupon, 

Refolved,  That  Abraham  Sheppard  be  appointed  captain  ; 
Samuel  Finley,  firll-lieutenant ; 
William  Kiliey,  fecond-lieutenant ; 
Henry  Bidlnger,  third-lieutenant ; 
of  the  Virginia  rifle  company  :  and  that  the  delegates  of  Virginia 
be  irapowered   to  write  to  the.  feveral  county  committees  in  that 
ftate,  where  they  think  it  moft  proper  and  probable  for  the  men 
to  be  raifed,  requefting  the  fald  committees  to  recommend  officers 
for  the    appointment  of  Congrefs,  to  fill  up    colonel   Stevenfon's 
regiment ;  the  officers  fo  recommended  to  have  power  irnmediately 
to    inllil  their  men,  and  commiffions  to   be  fent  them  as    foon   as 
poffible,  and  that  7000  dollars  be  paid  Into  the  hands  of  colonel 
Stevenfon,  for  bounty  money,  and  other  regimental  expences  : 

That  a  farther  fum  of  500Q  dollars  ie  paid  into  the  hands  of 
faid  colonel  Stevenfon,  and  2500  dollars  to  the  delegates  of  Mary- 
land for  the  ufe  of  the  faid  regiment ;  they  to  be  accountable. 

Rejolvedy  That  Mr.  Palfrey,  late  aid  de  camp  of  general  Wafh- 
infton,  have  the  rank  of  lieutenant-colonel  in  the  continental  ar- 
my. 

The  Cono-refs  proceeded  to  the  eleAion  of  a  deputy-mufl:er- 
mafl;er  general  for  the  flying  camp  and  militia  ordered  to  rendez^ 
vous  at  Trenton,  and  the  ballots  being  taken  ;      - 

Jonathan  B.  Smith  was  ele6ted. 

Refolved^  That  an  order  for  10,000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the 
treafurers  in  jFavour  of  the  committee  of  fecret  correfpondence  for 
the  purchafe  of  two  veflels,  they  to  be  accountable. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  petition  of  William  Poole  was  re* 
ferred,  brought  in  their  report ;  whereupon, 

Refolved,  That  twenty  dollars  be  paid  to  the  faid  William  Poole 

for  his  prefent  fupport,  till   regulations  are  made  for  the  relief  of 

difabled  foldiers.  ,  ..      . 

Refolved' 
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Refihed^  That  the  reverend  Mr.  Duche  be  appointed  chaplain 
to  Cdngrefs,  and  that  he  be  defired  to  attend  every  morning  at 
nine  o'clock.  ^ 

Refolved,  That  the  committee  of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania  releafe 
Allen  M*  Donald  of  Kinglborough,  a  prifoner  in  the  goal  of  Phila- 
delphia, on  his  parole,  and  that  upon  ligning  the  parole  he  be 
treated  agreeable  to  former  refolutions  of  Congrefs. 

Refohed,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  fettle  a  cartel  for 
exchange  of  prifoners  • 

The  members  chofen  Mr.  Braxton,  Mr.  Wilfon,  and  Mr. 
Harrifon. 

Refolved,  That  fuch  of  the  militia  as  are  employed  in  making 
gun  locks,  and  fuch  as  are, employed  in  making  cannon,  and  pow- 
der, be  detained  from  ma!-ching  on  the  prefent  occafion  to  New- 
Jerfey. 

Refolved,  That  five  of  the  committee  appointed  to  enquire  into 
the  caufes  of  the  mifcarriages  in  Canada  be  a  quorum  to  proceed  to 
bufinefs. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  to  whom  the  claims  of  John 
Walker  and  Willie  Jones,  Efqrs;  commiflioners  for  indian  affairs 
in  the  fouthern  department  were  referred,  reported  that  there  is 
due. 

To  John  Walker,  Efq;  for  139  days  he  was  employed  in  the 
fouthern  department  at  the  rate  of  4  dollars  a  day,  556  dollars  : 

To  Willie  Jones,  Efq;  for  his  expences  attending  indian  affairs 
at  Salilbury,  and  travelling  to  fundry  places,  250  dollars^  and  for 
95  days  on  duty  at  4  dollars  a  day,  380  dollars; 

Ordered^  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

A  memorial  from  Ludwick  Karcher  was  prefented  to  Congrefjj 
and  read  : 

Refolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Wednesday,  July  10,  1776. 

Refolved,  That  one  month's  pay  be  advanced  to  the  militia  of 
Pennfylvania  ordered  to  march  to  Trenton,  the  fame  to  be  paid 
after  the  men  are  muftered  : 

That  Mr.  J.  Meafe  be  direfted  to  deliver  to  Mr.  C.  Biddle,  the 
deputy-quarter  mafter  general  for  the  flying  camp,  and  militia, 
fuch  tents  and  other  articles  as  he  has  belonging  to  the  continent, 
and  which  may  be  wanted  for  the  militia  and  flying  camp. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into 
confideration  ;  whereupon, 

Refolved,  That  the  committee  of  Lancafter  be  impowered,  and 
dire<£led  to  keep  a  guard  over  the  prifoners,  in  the  barracks  of 
that  borough,  and  to  furround  the  faid  barracks  with  a  flockade 
fort  2 

That 
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That  the  privates,  who  are  prifoners  in  the  town  of  Reading, 
be  removed  to  the  borough  of  Lancafter. 

A  letter  from  Ephraim  Anderfon  was  laid  before  Congrefs  and 
^read. 

Refohed,  That  the  prefident  write  to  general  Wafhingtcn  on 
the  fubje6^,  enclofing  Mr.  Anderfon's  letter,  and  that  Mr.  Ander- 
fon be  referred  to  the  general. 

The  committee  appointed  to  draw  up  rules  and  orders  for  the 
government  of  the  houfe,  brought  in  their  report,  which  was  read? 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  ftandlng  committee  for  indian  affairs  brought  in  a  report, 
which  was  read : 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Refolved,  That  the  committe  for  providing  medicines  be  dire<S- 
ed  to  furnifh  Dr.  Allifon  with  a  fett  of  inftruments,  and  that  the 
director  general  fupply  him  with  proper  medicines. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  cartel,  between  brigadier  general 
Arnold  and  captain  Forller,  and  the  feveral  papers  thereto  relating 
were  recommitted,  brought  in  their  report,  which  was  read  a* 
follows : 

That  having  made  diligent  enquiry  into  the  fa6ls,  they  find, 
that  a  party  of  390  continental  troops,  under  the  command  of  co- 
lonel Bedel,  was  polled  at  the  Cedars,  about  43  miles  above  Mon- 
treal; that  they  had  there  formed  feme  works  of  defence,  the 
greater  part  of  them  picketed  lines,  the  reft  a  breaftwork  of 
earth,  with  two  field  pieces  mounted : 

That,  on  Wednefday,  the  1  5th  of  May,  colonel  Bedel  received 
intelligence,  that  a  party  of  the  enemy,  confifling  of  about  600 
regulars,  Canadians  and  indians,  were  on  their  way  to  attack  his 
pott,  and  were  then  within  nine  miles  of  it:  that  colonel  Bedel 
thereon  fet  out  himfelf  for  Montreal  to  procure  a  reinforcement 
whereupon  the  command  at  the  Cedars  devolved  on  Major  Butter- 
field: 

That,  on  Thurfday,  a  reinforcement,  under  the  command  of 
Major  Sherburne,  marched  from  Montreal  for  the  Cedars,  while 
a  larger  detachment  fhould  be  getting  ready  to  proceed  thither 
with  brigadier  general  Arnold : 

That,"  on  Friday  the  feventeenth,  the  enemy,  under  the  com- 
mand of  captain  Forfter,  invefted  the  poft  at  the  Cedars,  and  for 
two  days  kept  up  a  loofe  fcattering  fire;  that  Major  Butterfield 
propofed  from  the  very  firft  to  furrender  the  poft,  and  refufed  re- 
peated folicltatlons  from  his  officers  and  men,  to  permit  them  to 
faily  out  on  the  enemy  : 

That,  on  Sunday  afternoon,  a  flag  being  fent  in  by  the  enemyy 
Major  Butterfield  agreed  to  furrender  the  fort  and  garrlfon  to  cap- 
tain Forfter,  capitulating  with  him,  whether  verbally  or  in  writ- 
ing does  not  apj^e^ar,  that  the  garrifon  fhould  not  be  put  into  the 

hands 
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kands  of  the  favages,  and  that  their  baggage  fhould  not  be  plun- 
dered : 

That,  at  the  time  of  the  furrender,  the  enemy  confifled  of  about 
40  reo-ulars,  one  hundred  Canadians,  and  five  hundred  indians,  and 
no  cannon;  the  garrifon  hadfuftained  no  injury  from  their  fire,  but 
the  havingone  man  wounded;  they  had  twenty  rounds  of  cartridges 
a  man,  thirty  rounds  for  one  field  piece,  five  for  another,  half  a 
barrel  of  gun  powder,  fifteen  pounds  of  mufquet  ball,  and  provin- 
ons  fufficient  to  have  lailed  them  twenty  or  thirty  days:  Major 
Butterfield  knew  that  a  reinforcement  was  on  its  way,  and  more- 
over was  fo  near  the  main  body  of  the  army,  that  he  could  not 
doubtof  being  fupported  by  that:     ' 

That,  immediately  on  the  furrender,  the  garrifon  was  put  into 
the  cuftody  of  the  favages,  who  plundered  them  of  their  baggage, 
^id  even  ftripped  them  of  their  cloaths: 

That  major  Sherburne  having  landed  on  Monday  the  20th, 
at  Quinze  Chenes,  about  nine  milesfrom  the  Cedars,  and  marched 
on  with  his  party,  confifting  then  of  one  hundred  men,  to  w^'thin 
four  miles  thereof,  was  there  attacked  by  about  five  hundred 
of  the  enemy;  that  he  maintained  his  ground  about  an  hour, 
and  then  being  con  ft  rained  to  retreat,  performed  the  fame  in 
good  order,  receiving  and  returning  a  conftant  fire  for  about 
forty  minutes,  when  the  enemy  finding  means  to  poft  advanced 
parties,  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to  intercept  his  farther  retreat,  they 
alfo  were  made  prifoners  of  war  : 

That  they  were  immediately  put  into  the  cuftody  of  the  favages, 
carried  to  where  major  Butterfield  and  his  party  were,  and  ftrip- 
ped of  their  baggage  and  wearing  apparel: 

That  two  of  them  were  put  to  death  that  evening,  four  or  five 
others  at  different  times  afterwards,  one  of  whom  was  of  thofe  v^ho 
furrendered  on  capitulation  at  the  Cedars,  and  was  killed  on  the 
8th  day  after  that  furrender;  that  one  v/as  firft  ftiot,  and  while  re- 
taining life  and  fenfation,  was  roafted,  as  was  related  by  his  com- 
panion now  in  poffeffion  of  the  favages,  who  himfelf  faw  the  faft; 
andthat  feveral  others  being  worn  down  by  famineand  cruelty,  were 
left  expofed  in  an  illand  naked  and  periihing  with  cold  and  hun- 
ger: 

That,  while  major  Sherburne  was  in  cuftody  of  the  enemy, 
captain  Forfter  required  of  him,  and  the  other  officers,  to  fign  a 
cartel  ft.ipulating  the  exchange  of  themfelves  and  their  men  for  as 
many  of  equal  condition  of  the  Britifti  troops  in  our  pofteffion; 
farther  that  notwithftanding  the  exchange,  neither  themfelves  nor 
men  fliould  ever  again  bear  arms  againft  the  Britifh  government; 
and  for  the  performance  of  this,  four  hoftages  were  to  be  delive- 
red, which, they  belcg  under  the  abfolute  power  of  the  enemy,  did 
fion : 
"Vol  IL  Kk  That 
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That  on  Sunday  the  26th  the  prifoners  were  carried  to  Quinze 
Chenes,  when  it  was  difcovered  that  general  Arnold  was  approach- 
ing, and  making  difpofitions  to  attack  them: 

That  captain  Forfter  having  defired  major  Sherburne  to  attend 
a  fla^,  which  he  was  about  to  fend  to  general  Arnold  for  confir- 
mation of  the  cartel,  carried  him  into  the  council  ofindians,  then' 
fitting,  who  told  him,  that  it  was  a  mercy  never  before  fhewn  in 
their  wars,  that  they  had  put  to  death  fo  few  of  the  prifoners; 
but  that  he  muft  expecl  and  fo  inform  general  Arnold,  that  they 
fhould  certainly  kill  every  man,  who  fhould  thereafter  fall  into  their 
hands  : 

That  captain  Forfter  joined  in  defiring  that  this  bloody  meffage 
fhould  be  delivered  to  general  Arnold,and  moreover  that  he  fhould 
be  notified,  that  if  he  rejeded  the  cartel,  and  attacked  him,  every 
man  of  the  prifoners  would  be  put  to  inftant  death: 

That  general  Arnold  was  extremely  averfe  from  entering  into 
any  agreement,  and  was  at  length  induced  to  do  it  by  no  other 
motive,  than  that  of  faving  the  prifoners  from  cruel  and  inhuman 
death,  threatened  in  fuch  terms  as  left  no  doubt  it  was  to  be 
perpetrated,  and  that  he  did  at  length  conclude  it,  after  feveral 
flags  received  from  captain  Forfter,  and  a  relinqulfhm^ent  by  him 
of  the  unequal  article  reilraining  our  foldiers  from  again  bearing 
arms : 

That  the  prifoners  fo  flipulated  to  be  given  up  to  the  enemy* 
were  not  in  the  poffeflion  of  general  Arnold,  nor  under  his  direc- 
tion, but  were,  at  that  time  diflributed  in  various  parts  of  the 
continent,  under  the  orders  of  this  houfe: 

That  four  hoftap-es  were  accordingly  delivered  to  captain  Fof- 
iter,  who  were  immediately  plundered  andilripped  by  the  favages; 
and  on  his  part  were  delivered,  one  major,  four  captains,  fixteen 
fabalterns  and  three  hundred  and  fifty  five  privates  as  fpecified  in 
a  certificate  of  captain  James  Ofgood  and  others,  of  whom  no  fpe- 
cification  by  their  names  or  numbers  has  yet  been  tranfmitted;  that 
he  retained  twelve  Canadians  alledging  in  his  juflification  exprefs 
orders  fo  to  do,  and  that  living  in  a  military  government,  they 
were  to  be  confidered  even  in  a  worfer  light  than  deferters  from  his 
majefty's  armies:  Thefe  he  carried  away  in  irons,  but  afterwards 
releafed:  That  he  permitted  the  indians  to  carry  into  their  coun- 
tries feveral  other  natives  of  the  United  States  for  purpofes  un- 
known: * 

That,  during  the  time  of  their  captivity,  not  half  food  was  al- 
lowed the  prifoners;  they  were  continually  infulted,  buffetted  and 
ill  treated  by  the  favages;  and  when  the  firft  parties  of  them  were 
carried  off  from  the  fhore  to  be  delivered  to  general  Arnold,  balls 
of  mud  were  fired  at  them,  and    at  the  lafl  parties  muflcet  balls. 

The  Congrefs  taking  into  confideration  the  foregoing  report, 
came  to  the  following  refolutions : 
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Refolved,  That  all  afts  contrary  to  good  faitV,  the  la\vs  of  na- 
ture, or  the  cufloms  of  civilized  nations,  done  by  the  officers  or 
foldiers  of  his  Britannic  majefty,  or  by  foreigners  or  favages  taken 
into  his  fervice,  are  to  be  confidered  as  done  l^J  his  orders,  unlefs 
indemnification  be  made  in  cafes  which  admi:  indemnification,  and 
in  all  other  cafes,  unlefs  immediate  and  effeAive  meafures  be  taken 
by  him,  or  by  his  officers,  for  bringing  tocondign  puniiliment  the 
authors,  abettors  and  perpetrators  of  thesft : 

That  the  plundering  the  baggage  of  .'l^^e  garrifon  at  the  Cedars, 
Uripping  them  of  their  cloaths,  and  delivering  them  into  the 
bands  of  the  favages,  v/as  a  breach  of  the  capitulation  on  the  part 
of  the  enemy,  for  which  indemnification  ought  to  be  demanded: 

That  the  murder  of  the  prifoners  of  war  was  a  grofs  and  inhu- 
man violation  of  the  laws  of  nature  and  nations;  that  condign  pu- 
nilhment  ihould  be  infiided  on  the  authors,  abettors  and  perpe- 
trators of  the  fame ;  and  that,  for  this  purpcfe,  it  be  required, 
that  they  be  delivered  into  our  hands  : 

That  the  agreement  entered  into  by  general  Arnold,  was  a  mere 
fponfion  on  his  part;  he  not  being  invefted  with  powers  for  the 
difpofal  of  prifoners  not  in  his  poiTeffion,  nor  under  ;his  diredion  ; 
and  that,  therefore,  it  is  fubjed  to  be  ratified  or  annulled^  at  the 
difcretion  of  this  houfe  ; 

That  the  (hameful  furrender  of  the  poll  at  thi  Cedars,  is  charge- 
able on  the  commanding  officer;  that  fuch  rcher  of  the  prifoners, 
as  were  taken  there,  (hewed  a  willingnefs  and  defire  to'  fight  the 
enemy;  and  that  major  Sherburne  and  rhe  prifoners  taken  with 
him,  though  their  difparity  of  numbf<"s  was  great,  fought  ths 
enemy  bravely  for  a  confiderable  time,  and  furrendered  atlaft,but 
on  ablolute  neceffity  ;  on  which  coniideration,  and  on  vvhich  alone 
it  is  refolved,  that  the  faid  fponfico.  be  ratified;  and  that  an  equal 
number  of  captives  from  the  enemy,  of  the  fame  rank  and  condi- 
tioh,  be  reftored  to  tliem,  as  iiipulated  by  the  faid  fponfion: 

That^  previous  to  the  delivery  of  the  prifoners  to  be  returned  oo 
our  part,  the  Britiih  commander  in  Canada  be  required  to  deliver 
into  our  hands  the  authors,  abettors  and  perpetrators  of  the  horrid 
murder  committed  on  the  prifoners,  to  fufl'er  fuch  punifhment  aa 
their  crime  deferves ;  and  alfo  to  make  indemnification  for  the 
plunder  at  the  Cedars,  taken  contrary  to  the  faith  of  the  capitula- 
tion ;  and  that,  until  fuch  delivery  and  indemnification  be  made, 
the  faid  prifoners  be  not  delivered  : 

That,  if  the  enemy  fhall  commit  any  further  violences,  by  put- 
ting to  death,  torturing,  or  otherwife  ill  treating  the  prifoners  re- 
tained by  them,  or  any  of  the  hoftages  put  into  their  hands,  re- 
courfe  be  had  to  retaliation,  as  the  foie  means  of  flopping  the  pro- 
grefs  of  human  butchery  ;  and  that  for  that  purpofe,  punifhments 
^f  the  fame  kind  and  degree  be  inflifled  on  an  equal  number  of  the 

captives 
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captives  from  them  in  oar  pofieffon,  'till  they  fhall  be  taught  to 
refpecl  the  violated  rights  of  nations : 

That  a  copy  of  the  above  report  and  refolutions  be  tranfmitted 
to  the  commander  in  chief  of  the  continental  forces,  to  be  by  him 
fent  to  generals  Howe  and  Eurgoyne. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Thuscsday,  July  ii,   1776. 

Sundry  letters  were  received  and  read,  viz.    - 

One  of  the  9th,  from  the  convention  of  New-Jerfey : 

One  of  the  fame  date,  from  the  committee  of  Eafton,  and  three 
from  officers,  priioners,  deiiring  leave  to  come  to  Philadelphia. 

Refolvedi  That  the  letter  from  the  convention  of  New-Jerfey  be 
referred  to  the  board  of  war,  who  are  defired  to  report  thereon  as 
foon  as  poffible. 

Refolved,  That  Mr.  T.  Matlack  be  direfted  to  deliver  to  Mr. 
C.  Biddle,  deputy  quarter-mafter  general  for  the  flying  camp^, 
fuch  of  the  continental  ftores  in  his  poffeffion,  as  may  be  neceffary 
for  fa  id  flying  camp. 

The  general  having  recommended  the  following  gentlemen  to 
be  officers  of  the  tvro  remaining  riffle  companies  of  colonel  Steven-< 
fon's  battalion  at  New- York,  viz. 

Philemon  GrifziLh,  captain: 

Thomas  Hufley  XiUcket,  iirft  lieutenant: 

Adamfon  T'annohil.l,  fecond  lieutenant: 

Henry  Hardman,  third  lieutenant : 

Richard  Davis,  captaui  .* 

Daniel  Crefiap,  firil  lieujtenant : 

Nieman  Tannehill,  fecona  lieutenant: 

Henry  Hardman,  third  l|ea,tenant ;  '    - 

Refohed,  That  they  be  accepi^ed,  and  commiffions  granted  to, 
them  accordingly. 

Refohed,  That  an  order  for  213  Oiollars  and  one-third  be  drawn 
on  the  treafurers,  in  favour  of  the  delegates  of  Maryland,  to  defray 
the  expences  of  tranfporting  powder  to  Maryland;  they  to  be  ac- 
countable. 

Three  petitions ;  one  from  major  Meichior,  one  from  John 
Doyle  and  one  from  Benjamin  Flower,  were  prefented  to  Congrefs 
and  read: 

Refoived,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  vi^ar. 

A  petition  from  John  Cox  was  presented  to  Congrefs  and  read ; 
whereupon, 

Refohed,  That  the  fecret  committee  be  direded  to  fell  Mr.  Cox 
half  a  ton  of  pov/der,  for  the  ufe-of  the  private  veflel  of  war  by 
hii.i  fittrd  out. 

A  petition  from  Cox,  Fnrman  and  others,  was  prefented  to 
CoHP-refs  and  read,  ton^ether  with  a  memorial  from  the  committGe 
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of  infpeAIon  and  obfervation  for  the  city  and  liberties  of  Philadel- 
phia, recommending  their  cafe  to  the  notice  of  Congrefs  ;  v/here- 
upon, 

Refolved,  That  the  petitioners  have  leave  to  difpofe  of  the  goods 
mentioned  in  their  petition. 

A  letter  of  the  10th,  from  general  Wafnington,  and  five  letters 
of  the  5th  and  6th,  from  governor  Trumbull,  were  laid  before 
Congrefs  and  read. 

The  board  of  war,  to  whom  the  letter  from  the  convention  o£ 
New-Jerfey  was  referred,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken 
into  confideration ;  whereupon, 

Refohedy  That  a  le|J:er  be  written  to  the  convention  of  New- 
Jerfey,  informing  them, — that,  as  they  have  not  incloied  to  Con- 
grefs copies  of  general  Wafhington's  and  brigadier  general  Living- 
ifon's  letters,  no  judgment  can  be  formed  by  Congrefs,  concerning 
the  contents  of  them,  until  copies  are  fent ;— that  meafures  are 
taking  in  Pennfylvania  and  Maryland,  for  forming  the  flying 
camp  ; — that,  in  the  mean  while,  the  aflbciated  militia  are  march- 
ing in  great  numbers  from  Pennfylvanlaj,  for  the  defence  of  New- 
Jerfey; — that  ammunition  has  been  and  will  be  fupplied  by  this 
Congrefs,  for  the  defence  of  New-Jerfey ; — that,  with  regard  to 
the  pay  of  the  mlHtia,  Congrefs  will  obferve  the  fame  rule  of  con- 
du6l  towards  New-Jerfey,  as  tov/ards  other  colonies: 

That  it  be  notified  to  the  convention  of  Virginia,  that  the  Con- 
grefs are  willing  to  take  into  continental  poifellion  the  forts  at  the 
mouths  of  Wheeling  and  the  great  Kanhaway,  and  the  fort  at 
Pittfbiirg  now  in  poffeffion  of  that  colony;  and  alfo  to  receive,  on 
the  continental  eflabllfhment,  the  garrifons  in  thefe  forts,  if  the 
faid  convention  fhall  defire  it. 

The  marine  committee  reported,  that,  in  purfuance  of  the  order 
of  Congrefs,  they  have  called  before  them  divers  of  the  inferior  of- 
ficers belonging  to  the  (hips  Alfred  and  Cohmibus,  and  having 
heard  their  complaints  agalnft  the  captains  Saltonflajl  and  Whip- 
ple, in  their  prefence,  are  of  opinion,  that  the  charge  agalnit  cap- 
tain Saltonftall  does  not  appear  to  the  committee  to  be  well  found- 
ed, and  that  the  charge  agalnft  captain  Whipple  amounts  to  no- 
thing more  than  a  rough,  indelicate  mode  of  behaviour  to  his  ma- 
rine officers  ;   whereupon, 

Rsfohedy  That  the  marine  committee  be  dlre6l:ed  to  order  the 
captajns  Saltonftall  and  Whipple  to  repair  to  their  refpeftlve  com- 
mands; and  that  it  be  recomrnended  to  captain  Whipple  to  culti- 
vate harmony  with  his  officers. 

Dr.  Franklin,  one  of  the  commlffioners  to  Canada,  laid  before 
Congrefs  an  account  of  his  expenditures : 

Rt'fohed,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  the  bbard  of  treafury. 

The  prefident  acquainted  Congrefs,  that  laft  evening  informa- 
jion  was  givzn  to  him  of  a  confplracy  or  plot  carrying  on  for  li- 
berating 
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berating  the  prlfoners  in  the  gaol  of  Philadelphia  and  other  evil 
(d^iigns ;  whereupon, 

Refolvedi  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed,  and  that  they, 
together  with  the  prefident,  be  dire-fled  to  make  llrift  enquiry 
into  the  truth  of  the  matter,  and  if  they  find  the  information  well 
ejrounded,  to  take  fuch  fteps  as  they  fhall  judge  prudent  and  ef- 
fectual for  defeating  the  machinations  of  the  confpirators ;  and  in 
cafe  of  neceffity ,  to  call  upon  the  brigadier  general  or  commanding 
officer  of  the  aflbciatorsjfor  the  aid  of  the  military  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Jefferfon,  Mr.  Stockton,  Mr.  Guin- 
net,  Mr.  Morris  and  Mr.  Wilfon. 

A  letter  from  Mr.  Meafe  was  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read ; 
whereupon, 

Refolvedi  That  an  order  for  40,000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  trea- 
furers,  in  favour  of  Mr.  Meafe,  to  enable  him  to  advance  a  month's 
pay  to  the  military  aflbciators  of  Pennfylvania,  ordered  into  New- 
Jerfey,  and  to  thofe  who  engage  to  form  the  flying  camp;  he  to 
be  accountable. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported,  that  there  is  due, 
To  Thomas  Amor,  for  boarding  general  Lee's  guard,  the  funi 
of  34  dollars  and  twenty -two-ninetieths  : 

To  colonel  Nelfon,  for  expences  of  an  exprefs,  the  fum  of  4  dol- 
lars and  eighty-four-ninetieths : 

To  Cafper  Miller,  for  provifions,  &c.  for  general  Lee's  guard, 
the  fum  of  33  dollars  and  twenty-feven-ninetieihs  : 

To  Thomas  Dundas,  for  riffles  fupplied  colonel  Irwine's  batta- 
lion, the  fum  of  3 13  dollars  and  feventy-eight-ninetieths,  and  that 
the  fame  ought  to  be  charged  to  faid  battalion : 

To  Jofeph  Hewes,  Efq;  for  expences  paid  for  the  carriage, 
guard,  &c.  of  powder,  to  North-Carolina,  the  fum  of  660  dollars 
and  thirty-four-ninetieths  : 

To  Timothy  Matlack,  on  account,  200  dollars; 
To  William  Trickett,  for  ftationary,  the  fum  of  204  dollars  and 
fifty-one-ninetieths : 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

The  committee,  to  whom  the  letter  from  John  Macpherfon  of 
the  31ft  of  May,  was  referred,  reported, 

That  they  have  examined  Mr.  Macpherfon,  refpecting  the  con- 
tents of  his  letter,  who  alledged,  that  he  had  a  promife  of  being 
appointed  commander  in  chief  of  the  American  navy,  by  Meffrs. 
Randolph,  Hopkins  and  J.  Rutledge,  ft  committee  of  Congrefs, 
to  whom  he  communicated  an  important  fecret,  but  that  he  pro- 
duced no  evidence  in  fupport  of  fuch  allegation  ;  that  they  enquir- 
ed of  Mr.  Hopkins  about  this  promife,  in  the  prefence  of  Mr. 
Macpherfon,  and  that  Mr.  Hopkins  declared  he  recollefted  no- 
thing of  the  kind  ;  whereupon, 

"Refohedi 


July,    177(5.  zS^ 

R^fohedi  That  the  application  and  requell  of  Mr.  Macpherfon 
Js  unreafonable. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Friday,  July  12,  1776. 

Sundry  letters  were  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read,  viz* 

One  of  the  nth,  from  brigadier  general  Woofter : 

One  from  Mrs.  Connolly;  and 

One  of  the  loth,  from  the  convention  of  New- Jerfey : 

Refolvedi  That  the  lall  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Refolved,  That  the  committee  appointed  on  the  8th  of  May  laftj 
on  the  inilruftions  given  to  commodore  Hopkins,  be  difcharged  ; 
and  that  the  matters  to  them  referred,  be  committed  to  the  marine 
committee,  who  are  invelled  with  the  fame  powers  as  the  commit- 
tee, now  difcharged,  were  at  their  appointment;  and  that  the  faid 
marine  committee  be  direfted  to  proceed  to  enquire,  as  well  how 
far  the  faid  commodore  has  complied  with  the  inftru6tions  given  him 
by  the  naval  committee,  as  into  the  complaints  reported  by  the 
marine  committee  on  the  13th  of  June,  to  have  been  exhibited 
againft  him. 

The  committee  appointed  to  examine  the  claims  of  Mr.  Charles 
Walker,  for  the  hire  and  expences  of  his  floop  Endeavour  and  the 
damages  he  has  fuftained,  in  confequence  of  her  being  taken  into 
the  fervice  of  the  United  Colonies,  and  brought  from  New-Provi- 
dence to  New-London  by  commodore  Hopkins,  brought  in  their 
report,  which  was  taken  into  confideration  ;  whereupon, 

Refohed,  That  the  faid  floop  Endeavour  be  reftored  to  the  faid 
Charles  Walker,  v/ith  all  her  ilores  and  materials,  as  (he  came  from 
fea,  and  now  lies  at  New-London  : 

That  the  fum  of  two  thoufand  dollars  be  paid  to  the  faid  Charles 
Walker,  for  the  hire  of  her,  and  in  lieu  of  all  loiTes,  damages, 
premiums  of  infurance,  and  expences  whatever  : 

That  the  faid  Charles  Walker  be  permitted  to  inveft  the  balance 
of  the  faid  2000  dollars,  or  what  remains  after  defraying  his  ex- 
pences, and  paying  for  th§  repairs  and  outfit  of  his  velfel,  in  pro- 
duce, and  export  the  fame. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  articles  of  confederation, 
brought  in  a  draught,  which  was  read  : 

Ordered^  That  eighty  copies,  and  no  more,  of  the  confederation,  as 
brought  in  by  the  committee,  be  immediately  printed  and  depo- 
fited  with  the  fecretary ,  who  fhall  deliver  one  copy  to  each  member; 

That  the  printer  be  under  oath  to  deliver  all  the  copies,  which 
he  fliall  print  together  with  the  copy  fheet  to  the  fecretary,  and 
not  to  difclofe  either  diredly  or  indire^lly,  the  contents  of  the 
faid  confederation: 

That  no  member  furniili  any  perfon  with  his  copy,  or  take  any 
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lEeps  by  which  the  faid  confederation  may  be  re-printed,  and  that 
the  fecretary  be  under  the  like  injunction. 

The  committee  appointed  to  take  into  confideration  the  memo-' 
?ial  of  the  director  general  of  the  American  hofpital  brought  ia 
their  report,  which  was  read : 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Refolvedi  That  Mr.  Hopkinfon  be  added  to  the  marine  commit- 
tee. 

Refohedy  That  the  fecretary  be  impowered  to  employ  an  afiif- 
tant  clerk. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury,  to  whom  the  account  of  Dr. 
Franklin,  one  of  the  commiffioners  to  Canada  was  referred,  repor- 
ted that  there  is  due  to  faid  Dr.  Franklin  the  fum  of  1221  dollars 
and  eighteen  ninetieths,  of  which 

560  dollars  to  be  charged  to  brigadier-general  A.rnold  : 

124  do.  advanced  to  Charles  Carrol  of  Carrolton,  Efq; 

164  do.  and  feventy-eight  ninetieths,  paid  for  bedding  &c.  for 
the  ufe  of  the  commiffioners  and  which  now  remains  depofited 
with  the  commiffary  of  ilores  at  Albany,  and 

372  dollars  and  thirty  ninetieths,  expended  by  MefTrs.  Frank- 
lin and  J.  Carrol  in  their  journey  to,  and  from,  and  in  Canada: 
Orderedy  That  the  faid  account  be  paid. 
Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  on  Monday  next. 
The  Congrefs  being  called  together  on 

Sunday,  July  14,   1776. 

Two  letters  from  cfeneral  Wafhinsfton  dated  11th  and  12th- 
were  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read. 

Refohedy  That  an  order  for  20,000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the 
treafurers  in  favour  of  C.  Biddle,  deputy-quarter  mailer  general 
for  the  ufe  of  the  flying  camp  and  militia  ordered  to  New-Jerfey; 
he  to  be  accountable  : 

That  Mr.  Biddle  be  diredled  to  ufe  every  method  to  forward 
the  flour  at  Trenton  to  the  places  where  it  is  wanted: 

That  he  be  impowered  to  appoint  an  alTiftant : 

That  he  be  diredted  to  funiifli  tents,  camp  kettles,  and  canteens 
for  an  army  of  20,000  men,  including  fuch  of  thofe  articles,  as  he 
has  received  from  Mr.  Meafe  : 

That  he  be  directed  to  employ  one  or  more  armourers  for  the 
army  in  New- Jerfey  : 

That  application  be  ni.ade  to  the  convention  of  New-Jerfey  to 
fiipply  all  the  lead  they  poflibly  can  for  the  fiying  camp  and  militia: 

That  application  be  made  to  the  committee  of  fafety  of  Penn- 
fylvania,  defiring  them  to  fupply  the  flying  camp  and  militia  in 
New-Jerfey  with  at:  many  mufket  cartridges  well  balled,  as  they 
can  poflibly  fpare:  j 

That 
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That  the  fecret  committee  be  dire£led  to  fupply  the  committee 
of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania;^  with  a  quantity  of  powder  equal  to  that 
fpared  to  the  continent  in  cartridges  : 

That  an  exprefs  befent  to  overtake  the  powder  waggons  gone  to 
Virginia,  with  a  letter  to  colonel  F.  Lewis,  defiring  him  to  lend 
in  the  return  waggons  all  the  lead  he  can  colledl  at  Frederickfburg: 

That  the  committee  or  council  of  fafety  of  Virginia  be  requeft- 
ed  to  fend  to  Philadelphia  by  the  return  of  the  waggons  as  much 
of  the  lead  they  now  have  at  Williamfburg,  as  they  can  fpare,  and 
to  order  from  the  mines  15  or  20  tons  more  of  lead  to  Philadelphia, 
as  foon  aspoflible: 

That  a  letter  be  written  to  the  commandino-  officer  in  New- 
Jerfey  to  march  fuch  of  the  militia,  and  fjying  camp  to  Brun- 
fwick  or  other  places  in  New- Jerfey,  as  he  may  judge  neceffary, 
and  moft  conducive  to  the  publick  fervice,  provided  that  this  does 
not  interfere  with  any  prior  diredlions  of  general  Wafhington  : 

That  the  committee  of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania  be  requefted  im- 
mediately to  order  to  the  feveral  places  of  their  deftination  all  thei 
Britilli  officers,  prifoners  in  this  city;  their  wives  not  to  be  defir- 
ed  to  go,  until  the  weather  is  more  fuitable : 

That  the  commanding  officer  in  Pennfylvania  be  defired  to  iffiie 
frefh  orders,  and  exert  himfelf  to  forward  the  immediate  march  of 
the  militia  to  New- Jerfey  :  The  fervice  requiring  their  being  im- 
mediately embodied,  as  appears  by  the  advices  received  by  ex- 
prefs from  general  Wafhington  : 

That  the  deputy  quarter  mailer  general  be  directed  to  requell 
the  ufe  of  fome  houfe  of  public  worlhip  to  cover  the  troops  during 
their  fnort  ftay  in  this  city. 

Adjoufned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Monday,  J^ufy  15,  1776. 

Sundry  letters  wei'e  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read,  viz. 

One  from  Mr.  J.  Jay  of  the  6th,  inclofmg  a  memorial  from  Sa- 
muel Tredwell  Pell  of  the  manor  of  Pelham: 

One  from  the  committee  of  Lancafter  of  the  i  ith  : 

One  from  the  committee  of  Reading  of  the  13th  ;  and 

Two  from  the  convention  of  New- York  of  the  nth,  with  fun- 
dry  papers  inclofed,  among  which  were  the  following  refolutions  : 
*'  In  convention  of  the  reprefentatives  of  the  Hate  of  New-York, 
White  Plains,    July  9,     1776. 

Refolved  unanimoufly,  that  the  reafons  affigned  by  the  conti- 
nental Congrefs  for  declaring  the  United  Colonieb  free  and  inue- 
pendant  ftates,  are  cogent  and  conclufive,  and  that  while  we  la- 
ment the  cruel  neceffity,  which  has  rendered  that  meafure  unavoid- 
able, we  approve  the  fame,  and  will  at  the  rifque  of  our  lives  and 
fortunes  join  with  the  other  colonies  in  fupporting  it. 

Vol,  II.  LI  Refolved, 
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Refolved  unanimoufly,  That  the  delegates  of  this  ftate,  in  the 
Continental  Conorrefs,  be  and  they  hereby  are  authorifed  to  con- 
cert and  adopt  all  fuch  meafures  as  they  may  deem  conducive  to 
the  happinefs  and  welfare  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

Extract  from  the  minutes,       Robert  Benson,   Secretary." 

Refolved,  That  the  letters  from  the  convention  of  Nevs^-Yorfc, 
with  the  papers  inclofed,  be  referred  to  the  board  of  vv^ar : 

That  the  general's  letters  of  the  loth,  nth  and  I2th,  be  re- 
ferred to  the  board  of  war. 

Refolved^  That  the  cafe  of  the  ofiEcers  ordered  from  New-Jerfey 
to  Pennfylvania,  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war,  and  that  they  be 
dire6ied  to  examine  into  the  conduft  of  faid  officers  and  their  fer- 
vants,  and  to  order  them  to  fuch  places,  and  to  be  difpofed  of  in 
fuch  manner,  as  they  {hall  think  proper. 

Refolved,  That  the  fum  of  55  dollars  be  paid  to  major  Henry 
Sherburne,  for  his  expences  from  the  6th  of  June,  the  time  he  left 
Canada,  to  this  day,  with  a  farther  allowance  of  eight  days  ex- 
pences to  join  his  regiment. 

Refolved,  That  two  members  be  eleded  for  the  board  of  treafu- 
ry,  in  the  room  of  two  who  are  abfent : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  P.  Livingfton  and  Mr.  Reed. 

A  letter  from  an  officer  of  colonel  Hazen's  battalion,  was  laid 
before  Congrefs  and  read  : 

Refolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  mifcarri- 
ages  in  Canada. 

A  petition  and  memorial  of  captain  James  Rofs  was  receivecl 
and  read : 

Refolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  claims. 

Refolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  Patrick  Henry ,»  Efq;  go- 
vernor of  Virginia,  to  give  orders  for  manning  and  fending  to  feay 
under  convoy,  the  brigantine  Fanny,  captain  Tokely,  which  is 
loaded  on  account  of  the  continent. 

Refolved,  That  a  committee  to  confill  of  a  member  from  Virgi- 
-jiia,  Maryland,   Delaware,  Pennfylvania  and  New-Jerfey,  be  ap- 
pointed to  confider  the  propriety  and  means  of  augmenting  the 
flying  camp : 

The  nierabers  chofen,  Mr.  JefFerfon,  Mr.  Stone,  Mr.  Reed, 
Mr.  Morton  and  Mr.  Stockton. 

Refolved,  That  the  battalion  for  the  defence  of  the  wellern  fron- 
tiers, be  raifed  in  the  counties  of  Weftmoreland  and  Bedford,  in 
the  followincy  proportions,  to  wit,  feven  companies  in  Weftmore- 
land, and  one  company  in  Bedford  : 

That  the  cornmiffioned  officers  of  the  feveral  companies,  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  committee  of  the  county  in  which  they  are  to  be 
raifed. 

Refolved,  That  to-morrow  be  affigned  for  electing  the  field  of- 
ficers of  the  German  battalion. 

Refolved^ 
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Refolvedy  That  a  chief  phyficlan  be  appointed  for  the  flying 
camp,  and  that  his  pay  be  four  dollars  a  day  : 

The  ballots  being  taken  and  examined, 

Do6lor  William  Shippen,  jun.  was  eledied. 

Refolvedy  That  to-morrow  be  afligned  for  elefting  a  commifTary 
of  military  ilores,  and  a  deputy  adjutant  general  for  the  flying 
camp. 

Refohedy  That  Thurfday  morning  be  affigned  for  taking  into 
confideration  the  report  of  the  committee  of  ways  and  means. 

Refolved,  That  Alexander  M'Donald,  fon  of  captain  M'Donald, 
be  liberated  on  his  parole,  and  allowed  to  refine  with  his  father. 

A  petition  from  John  Hannum  was  prefented  to  Congrefs  and 
read: 

Refolved,  That  the  fame,  together  with  the  papers  accompany- 
ing it,  be  referred  to  the  fecret  committee. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morro\v. 

Tuesday,  July  r6,   1776. 

Sundry  letters  were  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read,  viz* 

One  from  general  Wafliington  of  the  14th  : 

One  from  brigadier  general  Sullivan,  of  the  2d,  from  Crown- 
point  : 

One  from  the  committee  of  Lancafter,  of  the  13th: 

One  from  Samuel  Blackden,  of  the  i6th  : 

Refolved,  That  the  letter  from  general  Wafhington  be  referred 
to  the  board  of  war: 

That  Samuel  Blackden  be  referred  to  the  deputy  paymafter  and 
deputy  commifiary  general  in  the  northern  departrnent. 

Refolved,  That  general  Wafhington  be  defired  to  lodge  powder 
with  fuch  perfons  as  he  may  think  proper,  for  the  ufe  of  fuch 
parts  of  the  ftate  of  NewrYork,  as  he  may  apprehend  expofed  to 
danger,  and  that  the  commanding  officer  in  New-Jerfey  do  the 
fame  in  that  colony  ;  and  that  general  Wafhington,  and  the  faid 
commanding  officer  in  New-Jtrfey.  be  impowered  to  draw  from 
the  mills  of  Meflrs.  Wifner,  Livingfton  and  Ford,  any  povv^der 
which  may  be  requifite  for  thefe  purpofes,  or  for  the  i|fe  of  their 
refpedlive  camps. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into 
confideration  ;  whereupon, 

Refolvedy  That  there  be  appointed  by  the  commanding  officer 
of  each  reg-iment  in  the  continental  army,  a  ferjeant  major,  quar- 
ter mafler  ferjeant,  drum  major  and  fife  major,  who  fliall  refpec- 
tively  hold  no  other  appointment  but  thofe  before  mentioned,  and 
that  their  pay  be  one  dollar  a  month  each,  more  than  that  allowed 
to  a  ferjeant,  drum  or  fife  in  faid  regiment : 

That  a  warrant  be  made  out  to  John  Doyle,  to  be  a  captain  of 
a  company  of  rilfle  men  to  be  raifed  for  three  years,  unlefs  fooner 

difcharged 
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diicharged  by  Congrefs ;  his  commiflion  to  be  given  him  as  foon 
as  his  company  is  full : 

That  a  paymafter  be  appointed  to  each  regiment  in  the  army  of 
the  United  States,  with  a  falary  of  26  dollars  and  two-thirds  a 
month : 

That  the  application  to  Congrefs  from  Mr.  Rowland  Chambers, 
defiring  to  be  appointed  paymafter  to  the  New-Jerfey  troops  at 
New- York,  cannot  be  complied  with,  as  fuch  an  appointment 
would  interfere  with  the  duty  of  the  paymafter  general,  within 
whofe  department  it  properly  lies : 

That  half  a  dollar  a  v/eek  be  allowed  to  each  of  the  ConneQiicut 
light  horfe,  who  have  joined  the  army  at  New-York,  for  the 
maintenance  of  his  horfe  for  fo  long  time  oaly  as  the  general  fliall 
think  it  neceffary  for  fuch  horfe  to  continue  in  the  feryice : 

That  general  Schuyler  be  direded  to  take  every  poffible  pre- 
caution to  cleanfe  the  army,  under  his  command,  from  the  in- 
fection of  the  fmall-pox : 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  convention  of  Pennfylvania  now 
fitting  to  take  fuch  meafures  as  they  niay  judge  proper  and  necef- 
fary, for  procuring  as  much  lead,  within  that  ftate,  as  can  be  ob- 
tained for  the  fupply  of  the  flying  camp  : 

That  three  coramiffioners  be  appointed  by  Congrefs  to  repair  as 
foon  as  may  be  to  New-York,  there  to  audit  the  accounts  of  the 
commiflary  general,  quarter  mafter  general,  and  dire6lor  general 
of  the  hofpital,  and  all  other  accounts  of  the  army;  the  faid  com- 
miffioners  to  take  an  oath  for  the  faithful  execution  of  their  truft: 

That  three  commiffioners  be  appointed  for  the  like  purpofes  In 
the  northern  army: 

That  general  Waftiington  be  informed,  that  the  bounty  granted 
by  the  refolution  of  Congrefs  of  the  26th  of  June,  was  intended  as 
a  general  regulation,  and  to  extend  to  all  fuch  men  now  in  the 
continental  fervice,  and  ail  others,  who  will  inlift  for  the  term  of 
three  years,  t-O  be  computed  from  and  after  the  expiration  of  the 
term  of  their  prefent  inliftment. 

Refoivedy  That  Monfieur  Kirmovan  be  appointed  an  engineer 
in  the  continental  fervice,  with  the  pay  of  60  dollars  a  month,  and 
the  rank  of  lieutenant  colonel : 

Th'ithebe  ordered  immediately  to  repair  to  New-Jerfey,  and 
pnt  himfelf  under  the  command  of  j:he  officer  commanding  the  fly- 
ing camp. 

^RefrAved,  That  Richard  Humpton  be  employed  in  the  continen- 
tal fcrr^'ice,  with  the  rank  and  pay  of  lieutenant  colonel: 

Tnat  Samuel  Dawfon  be  employed  in  the  continental  fervice, 
with  the  rank  and  pay  of  captain: 

Tiiat  they  be  ordered  to  repair  immediately  to  New-Jerfey,  and 
put  themfelves  under  the  command  of  the  officer  commanding  the 
ilying  campo 

■yRefolved. 
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Refolved,  That  general  Wafhington  be  defired  to  call  to  his  af- 
fifcance,  at  New -York,  two  thoufand  of  the  men  who  have  march- 
into  New  Jerfey  to  form  the  flying  camp,  and  that  the  convention 
of  New-Jerfey  be  requefted  immediately  to  fupply  their  places  with 
an  equal  number  of  the  militia  of  that  ftate;  that  letters  be  writ- 
ten to  the  ftates  of  Maffachufetts-BayjConne^licut  and  Newr Jerfey, 
fetting  forth  the  fituation  of  our  affairs  in  the  New-York  depart-^ 
ment,  and  preffing  them  immediately  to  comply  with  the  requifi^ 
tion  ofCongrefs  of  the  3d  of  June: 

That  the  fituation  of  our  army  at  New- York  be  pointed  out  to 
the  ilate  of  Connefticut,  and  that  it  be  earneilly  recommended  to 
that  ftate  immediately  to  fend  all  the  militia  thereof,  which  can  be 
fpared,  into  New- York,  to  reinforce  the  army  there,  and  conti- 
nue in  fervice  until  the  proportions  requefted  of  the  feveral  ftates 
{hall  arrive. 

The  Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  eleftion  or  a  commiffary  of  mili- 
tary ftores  for  the  flying  camp,  and  the  ballots  being  taken,  Ben- 
jamin Flower,  Efq;  was  ele6:ed. 

A  letter  from  S.  Chafe,  Efq;  of  the  8th  was  laid  before  Con^ 
grefs  and  read ; 

Refohedy  That  the  fame,  together  with  the  petition  of  Mr, 
Mentges,  read  the  12th,  be  referred  to  the  delegates  of  Pennfylva- 
nia  and  Maryland. 

A  petition  from  captain  Benedict  was  prefented  to  Congrefs 
and  read;  whereupon, 

Refolved y  That  a  copy  of  faid  petition  be  fent  to  general  Schuy- 
ler, and  that  he  be  defired  to  order  the  accounts  of  captain  Bene- 
di6l  to  be  fettled  and  paid,  or  to  inform  Congrefs  of  the  reafons 
why  payment  ought  to  be  withheld. 

Refolvedy  That  Mr.  Wifner  be  impowered  to  employ  a  proper 
perfon  to  manufacture  gunflints. 

Adjourned  to  nine  d'clock  to  morrow. 

Wednesday,  July  17,   1776. 

Refohedy  That  the  fecret  committee  be  directed  immediately  to 
deliver  to  Mr,  J.  Meafe  half  a  ton  of  fait  petre,  to  be  by  him  for- 
warded to  col.  Moy  Ian,  quarter  mafter  general. 

Sundry  letters  were  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read,  viz. 

One  from  the  convention  of  New-York,  dated  the  12th,  with 
fundry  papers  enclofed,  which  were  referred  to  the  board  of  war ; 

One  from  brigadier  general  Woofter  : 

One  of  the  nth  from  Richard  Ellis;  and. 

One  of  the  15th  from  Carpenter  Wharton. 

Refohedy  That  an  order  for  15,000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the 
treafurers,  in  favour  of  Carpenter  Wharton  ;  he  to  be  accountable. 

The  board  of  war  to  whom  the  letter  of  general  Wafliington  of 

the 
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the  14.111  was  referred,  brought  in  their    report,  which  was  taken 
into  confideration;  whereupon, 

Refolved,  That  general  Wafhington,  in  refufing  to  receive  a  let- 
ter faid  to  be  fent  from  lord  Howe,  addreffed  to  "  George  Wafh- 
ington, Efq;"  a6led  with  a  dignity  becoming  his  flation  ;  and 
therefore,  this  Congrefs  do  highly  approve  the  fame;  and  do  di- 
rect, that  no  letter  or  meffage  be  received  on  any  occafion  whatfo- 
ever  from  the  enemy,  by  the  commander  in  chief,  or  others  the 
commanders  of  the  American  army,  but  fuch  as  Ihall  be  diredled 
to  them  in  the  chara6lers  they  refpeftiveJy  fullain. 

The  prefident  informed  Congrefs,  that  he  had  been  under  the 
difagreeable  neceflity  of  committing  captain  Gamble  to  prifon,  on 
account  of  his  ill  behaviour  ;  whereupon, 

Rejohed,  That  the  board  of  war  be  directed  to  inquire  into  the 
condudl  of  captain  Gamble,  lince  he  was  made  prifoner  of  war, 
and  report  fpecially  to  Congrefs. 

The  Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  commit- 
tee on  the  memorial  of  the  dire6lor-general  of  the  American  hof- 
pital ;  whereupon, 

Refolvedy  That  the  number  of  hofpital  furgeons  and  mates  be 
increafed  in  proportion  to  the  augmentation  of  the  army,  not  ex- 
ceeding one  furgeon  and  five  mates  to  every  five  thoufand  men,  to 
be  reduced  whtm  the  array  is  reduced,  or  when  there  is  no  farther 
occafion  for  fuch  a  number  : 

That  as  many  perfons  be  em.ployed  in  the  feveral  hofpitals  in 
quality  of  ftore  keepers,  ftewards,  managers  and  nurfes,  as  are  ne-. 
ceifary  for  the  fervice,  for  the  time  being,  to  be  appointed  by  the 
direftors  of  the  refpedlive  hofpitals  ; 

That  the  feveral  regimental  chefts  of  medicines,  and  chirurg-ical 
inflruments,  which  now  are,  or  hereafter  fhall  be  in  the  poffeffion 
of  the  regimental  furgeons,  be  fubjecl  to  the  infpeftion  and  inqui- 
ry of  the  refpeclive  directors  of  hofpitals  and  the  director  general  ; 
and  that  the  faid  regimental  furgeons  fliall  from  time  to  time, 
when  thereto  required,  render  account  of  the  faid  medicines  and 
inftruments,  to  the  faid  diredlqr,  or  if  there  be  nodiretlor  in  any 
particular  department,  to  the  director  general  :  The  faid  accounts 
to  be  tranfmitted  to  the  director  general,  and  by  him  to  this  Con- 
grefs :  And  the  medicines  and  inftruments  not  ufed  by  any  regi- 
mental furgeon  to  be^  returned,  when  the  regiment  is  reduced,  to 
the  rcfpedtive  directors,  and  an  account  thereof  by  them  rendered 
to  the  director  general,  and  by  him  to  this  Congrefs: 

That  the  feveral  directors  of  hofpitals,  in  the  feveral  depart- 
ments, and  the  regimental  furgeons,  where  there  is  no  diredor, 
fliall  tranfmit  to  the  director  general  regular  returns  of  the  num- 
ber of  furgeons  mates,  and  other  oincers  employed  under  them, 
their  names  and  pay  :  Alfo  an  account  of  the  expences  and  furni- 
ture of  the  hofpital  under  their  direfiion ;  and  that  the  diredlor 

general 
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general  make  report  of  the  fame  from  time  to  time  to  the  comman- 
der in  chief,  and  this  Congrefs  : 

That  the  feveral  regimental  and  hofpital  furgeons,  in  the  feve- 
ral  departments,  make  weekly  returns  of  the  fick  to  the  refpeftive 
diredors  in  their  departments : 

That  no  regimental  furgeon  be  allowed  to  draw  upon  the  hofpi- 
tal of  hia  department  for  any  llores,  except  medicines  and  inflru- 
ments  ;  and  that  when  any  fick  perfon  ihall  require  other  ftores, 
they  fhall  be  received  into  the  faid  hofpital,  and  the  rations  of  the 
faid  fick  perfons  be  flopped,  fo  long  as  they  are  in  the  faid  hofpi- 
tal ;  and  that  the  dired:ors  of  the  feveral  hofpitals  report  to  the 
commiffary  the  names  of  the  lick,  when  received  into,  and  when 
difcharged  from  the  hofpital,  and  make  a  like  return  to  the  board 
of  treaiury  : 

That  all  extra-expences  for  bandages,  old  linen,  and  other  ar- 
ticles neceifary  for  the  fervice,  incurred  by  any  regimental  fur- 
geon, be  paid  by  the  direftor  of  that  department,  with  the  appro- 
bation of  the  commander  thereof : 

That  no  more  medicines  belonging  to  the  continent  be  difpofed 
of,  till  further  order  of  Congrefs  : 

That  the  pay  of  the  hofpital  furgeons  be  encreafed  to  one  doUas-, 
and  two  thirds  of  a  dollar  by  the  day,  the  pay  of  the  hofpital 
mates  to  one  dollar  by  the  day,  and  the  pay  of  the  hofpital  apo- 
thecary, to  one  dollar,  and  two  thirds  of  a  dollar,  by  the  day  : 
And  that  the  hofpital  furgeons  and  mates  take  rank  of  regimental 
furgeons  and  mates: 

That  the  director  general  and  the  feveral  directors  of  hofpitals 
be  impowered  to  purchafe  with  the  approbatian  of  the  commander 
of  the  refpeftive  departments,  medicines  and  inflruments  for  the 
ufe  of  their  refpeftive  hofpitals,  and  draw  upon  the  paymafler  for 
the  fame,  and  make  report  of  fuch  purchafes  to  Congrefs. 

Refolved,  That  Nicholas'  Haufeigger  be  Colonel  : 

George  Strieker  lieutenant-colonel  : 
Ludewiek  Wiltner,  major  of  the  German  battalion? 

R^fo/vedyThzt  another  company  be  added  to  the  German  battalion: 

That  David  Welper  be  appointed  captain  of  faid  company. 

Refo/ved,  That  Samuel  Brady  be  lirfl  lieutenant  ; 

William  M' Murray  fecond  lieutenant  ; 
Henry   Fortney    third    lieutenant;    of  captaiit 
Doyle's  independant  rifle  company. 

The  Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  eleftion  of  a  deputy  paymafter 
general,  for  the  flying  camp,  and  the  ballots  being  taken, 

Richard  Dallam,  Efq;  was  eledled. 

Refolvedy  That  colonel  Small vvood  from  Maryland  be  ordered 
to  repair  as  foon  as  pofiible  with  the  troops  under  his  command  to 
New-York,  and  put  hirafelf  under  the  command  of  the  general. 

That 
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That  the  general  be  informed  that  thefe  troops  are  to  be  confi- 
dered  as  part  of  the  two  thoufand,  which  he  was  impowered  to 
call  to  his  afiiftance  from  the  flying  camp  by  the  refolution  pafTed 
yellerday.  -' 

Refolved,  That  it  be  earneftly  recommended  to  the  convention 
of  New-Jerfey,  to  caufe  all  the  ftock  on  the  fea  coaft,  which  they 
ftall  apprehend  to  be  in  danger  of  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  ene- 
my, to  be  immediately  removed,  and  driven  back  into  the  country, 
to  a  place  of  fecurity. 

Refolved y  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  revife  the 
journals,  and  direct  what  parts  ought  to  be  publifhed  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Jefferfon,  Mr.  Lynch,  jun.  and 
Mr.  Hopkinfon. 

A  petition  from  Jean  Baptifta  de  Vidal  of  Canada  was  prefented 
to  Congrefs  and  read  : 

Refolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  five,  and  that 
they  be  directed  to  inquire  into  the  charafter  of  the  petitioner, 
and  all  others  in  fimilar  circumilances  applying  for  relief,  and  re- 
port thereon  to  Congrefs  : 

The  members  chofen  Mr.  Ru/h,  Mr.  Paea,  Mr.  Heyward,  Mr. 
Chafe,  and  Mr.  Walton. 

Refohed,  That  Mr.  J.  Adams,  Mr.  Harrifon  and  Mr.  Morris 
be  a  committee  to  bring  in  a  refolution  for  fubjefting  to  confifca- 
tion,  the  property  of  the  fubjeds  of  the  crown  of  Great- Britain, 
and  particularly  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Britilh  Weft- Indies  ta- 
ken on  the  high  feas,  or  between  high  and  low  water  mark. 

The  Congrefs  took  into  confideration,  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee on  the  rules  and  orders  for  the  government  of  the  houfe ; 
whereupon, 

Refohedy  That  the  following  rules  be  obfcrved. 

T.  So  foon  as  nineftates  are  prefent,  that  the  Congrefs  proceed 
to  bufmefs. 

2.  No  member  fhall  depart  from  the  fervice  of  the  houfe,  with* 
out  permiflion  of  the  Congrefs,  or  order  from  his  conftituents. 

3.  No  member  {hall  read  any  printed  paper  in  the  houfe  during 
the  fitting  thereof,  without  leave  of  the  Congrefs. 

4.  When  the  houfe  is  fitting,  no  member  fhall  fpeak  to  another, 
fo  as  to  interrupt  any  member  who  may  be  fpeaking  in  the  debate, 

5.  Every  member,  when  he  fpeaks  fhall  rife  from  his  feat,  and 
sddrefs   himfelf  to  the   chair,  and  when  he  has   finiihed  fhall  fit 

^dovvn  again. 

6.  No  member  fhall  fpeak  more  than  twice  in  any  one  debate 
without  leave  of  the  houfe. 

7.  When  two  members  rife  together,  the  prefident  fhall  name 
the  perfon  to  fpeak. 

8.  No  motion  fhall  be  debated,  until  the  fame  be  feconded. 

9.  When 
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Q.  When  a  motion  fhall  be  made,  and  feconded,  it  fliall  be  re- 
duced to  writing,  if  defired  by  the  prefident  or  any  member,  deli- 
vered in  at  the  table,  and  read  by  the  prelident  before  the  fame 
fhall  be  allowed  to  be  debated. 

JO.  When  a  motion  is  made  and  feconded,  the  matter  of  the 
motion  fhall  receive  a  determination  by  the  queftion,  or  be  laid  a- 
fxde,  by  general  confent,  or  poilponed  by  the  previous  queftion, 
before  any  other  motion  be  received; 

11.  If  a  queilion  in  a  debate  contain  more  parts  than  One,  any 
member  may  have  the  fame  divided  into  as  many  queftions,  as 
parts. 

12.  No  perfon  (hall  be  appointed  to  ^ny  office  of  profit,  unlefs 
he  fhall  have  the  confent  of  feven  flates,  nor  fhall  any  ballots  be 
counted  unlefs  the  perion,  for  whom  the  ballots  fhall  be  given,  be 
firil  named  to  the  houfe,  before  the  balloting  be  gone  into. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Thursday,  July  18,   1776.' 
The  delegates  from  Maryland  laid  before  Congfefs  the  credenti- 
als of  a  new  appointment  made  by  their  convention,  which  were 
read,  as  follows  ; 

"   In  Convention,  Annapolis,  Jiily  4,     1776. 

Refolved,  That  the  honourable  Matthew  Tilghmah,  Efq;  and 
Thomas  Johnfon,  junr.  William  Paca,  Samuel  Chafe,  Thomas 
Stone,  Charles  Carroll,  of  Caroltort  ;  and  Robert  Alexander, 
Efqrs;  or  a  majority  of  them,  or  of  any  three  or  more  of  them  be 
deputies  to  r^epi^efent  this  colony  in  Congrefs,  in  as  full  and  ample 
manner  as  the  deputies  of  this  colony  might  have  done  under  any 
appointment  heretofore  made  ;  until  the  next  convention  fliall  make 
farther  order  theireiri.     Extrad  from  the  minutes. 

G.    DUVALL,   Clk." 

A  letter  from  general  Wafhington  of  the  15th,  was  laid  before 
Congrefs,  and  read,  alfo  fundry  intercepted  letters  from  lord  Howe 
to  governors  Franklin,  Penn,  Eden,  Dunmore,  Martin  and 
Wright,  together  with  fundry  letters  to  feveral  private  perfons  : 
:  Refolved,  That  thefe  letters  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three, 
and  that  they  be  directed  to  examine  the  private  letters,  and  deli- 
ver to  the  perfons  to  whom  directed  fuch  of  faid  letters  as  contain 
nothing  but  private  matters : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Jefferfon,  Mr.  Paine  and  Mr.  Caroll. 

A  letter  of  the  17th  from  general  Wafliington,  inclofmg  fundry 
ijlfpatches  from  general  Schuyler  ; 

Alfo  a  letter  of  the  i6th,  from  brigadier-general  Mercer  were 
received  and  read : 

Rejotved,  That  thefe  be  referr-ed  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter  of  the  I4,th,  from  the  committee  of  infpefkion  for  the 
cbunty  of  Cumberland,  vi/as  read  ;  whereupon, 

Vol.  IL  Mm  Refelved^ 
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Refylved,  That  the  fum  of  2,600  dollars  be  fent  to  the  ctmimit- 
tee  of  infpeftion  and  obfervation  for  the  county  of  Cumberland  for 
the  ufe  of  the  troops  railing  in  that  county  for  the  flying,  carap, 
the  faid  committee  to  be  accountable. 

Refolvedy  That  a  member  be  added  to  the  board  of  war : 

The  member  chofea,  Mr*  Carroll. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  plan-  of  treaties  to  be  en*^' 
tered  into  with  foreign  ftates  or  kingdoms,  brought  in  a  report^ 
which  was  read: 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Refolvedy  That  the  draught  of  Ephraim  Blaine  for  two  thoufand 
dollars  on  account  of  blankets  purchafed  by  order  of  Congrefs  for 
the  continental  troops  in  Virginia  be  paid,  and  charged  to  the  ac* 
count  of  faid  E.  Blaine. 

Refolvedt  That  the  convention  of  Pennfylvania  be  informed  that 
the  Congrefs  have  agreed  to  the  railing  ofabattalion  in  the  coun- 
ties of  Wellmoreland  and  Bedford  for  the  defence  of  the  weftern 
frontiers,  and  that  they  be  requefted  immediately  to  recommend 
proper  perfons  to  Congrefs  for  field  officers  for  faid  battalion. 

Refohedf  That  two  members  be  added  to  the  committee  ap- 
pointed to  contra^  for  the  making  cannon  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Chafe  and  Mr.  Hey  ward. 

Adjourned  to  nine  oVlock  to-morrow. 

ipRiDAY,   July  1^,  lyjS. 

Refolved,  That  two  months  pay  be  advanced  to  colonel  KirmcJ- 
yari ;  he  to  be  accountable. 

Refohedi  That  an  order  be  drawn  for  400  dollars,  on  the  trea- 
farers,  in  favour  of  David  S.  Franks,  in  full  of  brigadier  general 
D.  Woofter's  draught,  in  his  favour  on  Jonathan  Trumbull,  dated 
at  Chamblee,  the  30th  of  May,   1776. 

Refolved^  That  the  fubaltern  officers  of  the  German  battalion 
do  not  rank  from  the  dates  of  their  commiffions,  but  that  their 
ranks  be  eftablilhed  hereafter  by  Congrefs, 

The  committee  of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania  having  recommended 
Frederick  Rowlwagen,  Peter  Boyer,  William  Rice,  and  Jacob 
Bowef  for  firft  lieutenants  :  George  Shaffer,  George  Hawbecker, 
John  Landenberger,  and  Frederick  Yeifer  for  feeond  lieutenants  : 
John  Weidman,  Chriftian  Helm,  Chriftian  Godfried  Swartz,  and 
Jacob  Cramer  for  enfigns  of  the  four  German  companies  railing  in 
Pennfylvania  : 

Refohedi  That  they  be  accepted,  and  that  commifiions  be 
granted  to  them  accordingly. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  intb'l 
confideration  j  whereupon, 

RefolveOi 
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Refohed,  That  general  Schuyler  be  defired  to  enquire  into  the 

complaints  of  the  foldiers  under  his  command,  and  give  fl:ri£l  or- 

'4er5,  that  no  higher  price  be  charged  for  the  goods  furni/hed  to 

the  foldiers,  than  the  iirft  eoft  of  them,  and  (ive  per  cent,  fo^r 

charges : 

That  the  refolution  of  Congrefs,  prohibiting  any  oiHcer  from 
holding  more  offices  than  one,  be  fent  to  general  Schuyler  : 

That  a  letter  be  written  to  general  Schuyler,  requeuing  him  feo 
recommend,  in  the  ftrongeft  terms,  harmony  between  the  officers 
and  troops  of  the  different  ilatesj  to  difcountenance  and  fupprefs 
all  provincial  reiie<9:iQns  and  ungenerous  jealoufies  of  every  kijad, 
and  to  promote,  by  every  pofliblc  means,  difcipliae,  ord^r,  ajid 
zeal  in  the  public  ferTice. 

Refolved,  That  it  be  eairneftly  recommended  to  the  cottventiosi 
of  Pennfylvania,  to  haften,  with  all  poifible  expedition,  the  march 
of  the  alfociators  into  New-Jerfey,  agreeable  to  a  former  requeH 
of  Congrefs. 

Refoivedy  That  the  delegates  of  Maryland  be  dire6led  to  inform 
the  commanding  officer  of  the  Maryland  troops,  that  Congrefs 
expedl  he  will  immediately  march  with  his  troops  to  New- York. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  refolution  for  fubjefting 
to  confifcatio.n  the  property  of  the  fubje^ls  of  Great-Britain,  &€. 
brought  in  the  fame,  which  was  read ; 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  and  that  the  faime  be  takea  iuto 
eonfideration  on  Monday  next. 

The  Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  eletflion  of  a  deputy  adjutant 
geueral  for  the  flying  canip;  and  the  ballots  being  taken, 

Samuel  Griffin,  Efq;  was  elejSied. 

Refolved,  That  Mr.  Griffin,  36  deputy,  -adjutaiai  general,  have 
the  rank  of  colonel. 

The  committee  appointed  to  enquire  into  the  caufes  of  the  jnifr 
carriages  in  Canada,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  read; 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Refohedi  That  the  committee  have  leaye  to  fit  agaiq. 

The  committee,  to  whom  the  letters  from  Lord  Howe  to  Mr. 
Franklin,  &;c.  were  referred,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was 
taken  into  eonfideration  ;  whereupon, 

Rejohed,  That  a  copy  of  the  circular  letters,  and  the  declaration 
inclofed  from  Lord  Howe  to  Mr.  William  Franklin,  Mr.  Penn, 
Mr.  Eden,  Lord  Diinroore,  Mr.  Martin  and  Sir  James  Wright, 
which  were  fent  to  Amboy  by  a  flag,  and  forwarded  to  Congrefs 
by  general  Wafliington,  be  publiihed  in  the  feveral  gazettes,  that 
the  good  people  of  thefe  United  States  may  be  informed  of  what 
nature  are  the  conmrniffioaers,  and  what  the  terms,  with  expecta- 
tion of  which  the  infidious  court  of  Britain  has  endeavoured  to  a- 
mufe  and  difarm  them,  and  that  the  few,  who  fl:ill  remain  fuf- 
pended  by  a  hope  ibunded  eitber  in  the  jullice  or  moderation  of 
''  their- 
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their  late  king,  may  now  at  length  be  convinced,  that  the  valour 
alone  of  their  country  is  to  faye  its  liberties. 

The  Gongrefs  proceeded  to  the  election  of  commiflioners  for 
fettling  the  accounts  at  New-York,  and  the  ballots  being  taken, 

Mr.  William  Denning,  Mr.  Thomas  Smith  and  Mr.  James 
Stevenfon,  -syere  eleAed. 

A  letter  of  the  2d,  from  general  Lee  at  Charleftown,  inclofmg 
fundry  papers,  was  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read: 

Ordered,  That  an  extradl  of  general  Lee's  letter  be  publiftied. 

Refolved,  That  the  committee  appointed  to  contrad^  for  the 
making  cannon,  be  impowered  to  contra6t  with  Meffrs.  Hughes 
for  one  thoufand  tons  of  cannon,  on  the  terms  by  them  propofed. 

Refolved,  That  the  paper-makers  in  Pennfylvania  be  excufed 
from  proceeding  with  the  aifociators  to  New-Jerfey. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to  morrow. 

Saturday,  July  20,   1776. 

Refohedi  That  the  letter  from  general  Lee,  with  the  papers 
Inclofed,  which  were  received  and  read  yefterday,  be  referred  to 
the  board  of  war. 

Refohed,  That  the  thanks  of  the  United  States  of  America  be 
given  to  major  general  Lee,  colonel  William  Moultrie,  colonel 
William  Thompfon,  and  the  officers  and  foldiers  under  their  com- 
inand,  who,  on  the  28th  of  June  laft,  repulfed,  with  fo  much  va- 
lour, the  attack  which  was  made  that  day  on  the  ftate  of  South- 
Carolina,  by  the  fleet  and  army  of  his  Britannic  majefty  : 

That  Mr.  Prefident  tranfmit  the  foregoing  refolution  to  gener.al 
Lee,  colonel  Moultrie  and  colonel  William  Thompfon. 

A  petition  and  memorial  of  Monlieur  Peliffier  was  prefented  to 
Congrefs  and  read : 

Refolvedi  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

The  committee  appointed  to  fettle  a  cartel  for  the  exchange  of 
prifoners,  brought  in  their  report,  which  was  read  : 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  and  that  the  fame  be  taken  into 
confideration  on  Monday  next. 

The  convention  of  Pennfylvania  having  directed  the  common 
prifoners  to  be  removed  from  the.new  jail  to  the  old,  and  the  faid 
new  jail  to  be  given  up  to  the  Congrefs  for  the  ufe  of  the  ftate 
prifoners: 

Refolved,  That  Robert  Jewel  be  appointed  keeper  of  the  faid 
new  jail,  and  that  he  take  cuflody  of  the  prifoners  committed  to 
his  charge. 

Refohcdy  That  the  plan  of  treaties  be  printed  for  the  ufe  of  the 
members,  under  the  reftriftions  and  regulations  prefcribed  for 
printing  the  plan  of  confederation  ;  and  that,  in  the  printed  copy, 
the  names  of  perfons,  places  and  Hates,  be  omitted. 

Refohedj  That  brigadier  general  Lev/is  be  directed  to  forward 
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to  South-Carolina  the  whole  five  tons  of  powder  fent  to  him  for 
the  life  of  Virginia  and  SoHth-Carolina. 

Refoived,  That  the  fum  of  three  thoufand  dollars,  part  of  the 
ten  thoufand  dollars  voted  for  the  commiffioners  of  indian  affairs  in 
the  middle  department,  be  advanced  to  Mr.  J.  Wilfon,  to  be  br 
him  forwarded  to  the  commiffioners  appointed  to  attend  the  treaty 
at  JPittfburgh. 

Refolvea,  That  the  fum  of  2io  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  cap- 
tain of  the  guard,  who  is  to  efcort  the  prifoners  from  New-Jerfey 
to  the  place  of  ^their  dcflination,  in  order  to  defray  expences;  he 
to  be  aceountable.  ►    • 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into 
confideration ;  whereupon, 

Refoived y  That  a  brevet  commiffion  of  lieutenant  colonel  be 
-granted  to  Monf.  Jaque  Antoine  de  Fruncheffin,  a  knight  of  the 
order  of  St.  Louis,  an  experienced  officer  in  the  French  fervice, 
and  who  is  well  recommended  in  letters  from  abroad;  and  that  he 
be  ordered  to  join  the  flying  camp. 

Refoived,  That  Dr.  Senter  be  recommended  to  Dr.  Morgan, 
who  is  defired  to  examine  him,  and,  if  upon  examination  he  be 
found  qualilied,  to  employ  him  in  the  hofpital  ?.&  a  furgeon. 

A  letter  of  the  19th,  from  general  Wafhington,  inclofing  fun- 
dry  papers;  and, 

A  letter  of  the  13th,  from  governor  Trumbull,  with  a  lifl  of 
the  cannon  at  New-London,  were  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read» 

Refoived,  That  the  deputy  quarter-mafter  general  for  the  flying 
camp,  be.diredted  to  deliver  to  colonel  Small  wood,  for  the  ufe  of 
the  Maryland  troops,  fuch  necefiaries  in  his  poffefilon,  belonging 
to  the  continent,  as  the  faid  troops  may  want. 

The  delegates  of  Pennfylvania  produced  credentials  of  a  new 
appointment,  which  were  read,  as  follows : 

"   In  Convention  for  the  State  of  Pennfylvania, 
Saturday,  July  20,    1776. 

The  houfe  met  according  to  adjournment;  when,  according  to 
the  order  of  the  day,  they  immediately  proceeded  to  the  election 
of  delegates  to  ferve  in  the  Continental  Congrefs,  and  chofe  for 
jthat  fervice.  Dr.  Benjamin  Franklin,  col.  George  Rofs,  George 
Clymer,  Efq;  Robert  Morris,  Efq;  colonel  James  WilTon,  Johp 
ISlorton,  Efq;  Dr.  Benjamin  Rufli,  col.  Jam.es  Smith  and  George 
Taylor,  Efq;  True  extradl;  from  the  minutes, 

John  Morris,  Secretary  " 

Refolvedy  That  colonel  Hazlet  be  ordered  to  march  immediately 
with  his  battalion  to  Philadelphia,  and  ^here  wait  the  farther  or- 
ders of  Congrefs. 

R.afolved,  That  the  fum  of  200,000  dollars  be  fent  to  the  deputy 
pay-mafter  general  for  Virginia;  he  to  be  accountable. 

The  convention  of  Pennfylvania  fiaving  recommended  gentlemen 
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for  field  officers  of  the  battalion  ordered  to  be  ralfed  for  the  defence 
of  the  weflern  frontiers,  Congrefs  proceeded  to  the«k£lion;  wfecn 

Eneas  M'Coy  was  ele^ed  colonel : 

Georg<eWilfGn,  lieutenant  colonel: 

Richard  Butler,  major. 

Refolved,  That  the  fum  of  1 2,500  dollars  be  advanced  to  colonel 
M'Coy,  for  the  bounty  and  expence  of  railing  faid  battalion  j  he 
to  be  accountable. 

John  Boyd  was  elected  paymailer  to  faid  battalion. 

The  comraittee  of  claims  reported,  that  there  is  due. 

To  captain  Dundee,  for  his  fubfiitance  to  the  i^h  itiftaiit,  and 
for  carriage  of  baggage,  86  dollars: 

To  Dr.  Beaumont,  to  the  fame  date,  "8^  dollars  and  twenty- 
4:wo-ninetieths : 

-     To  enfign  M'Cleod,  to  the  20th  inftant,  no  dollars  and  fixty- 
ninetieths : 

To  Finley  Miller,  furgeon's  mate  of  the  26th  regiment,  to  the 
19th  of  July  inflant,  79  dollars  : 

To  Arthur  Wadman,  lieutenant  of  the  26th  regiment,  to  the 
22d  of  July  inftant,   162  dollars  and  fixty-ninetieths  : 

To  James  Gill,  furgeon  of  artillery,  to  the  19th  of  July  inftant, 
74  dollars  : 

To  Jacob  Shalek,  lieutenant  of  artillery,  to  the  19th  of  July 
inftant,  74  dollars : 

To  lieutenant  Ibbetfon  Hamar,  to  the  19th  of  July  inftant,- 40 
dollars:  ...,.- 

To  capt.  Hefket,  for  carriage,  75  dollars  and  thirty^ninetieths; 
and  that  the  fan)e  ought  to  be  paid,  agreeable  to  their  requeft,  to 
Peter  Dundee,  captain  of  the  royal  fuzileers: 

That  there  is  due  to  Michael  Brecht,  for  provifions  and  attend- 
ance of  fick  foldiers  at  Reading,  the  fum  of  17  dollars  and  forty- 
two-ninetieths  : 

To  Bryan  Lefierty,  a  hoftage  fent  from  Tryon  county,  for  his 
fubfiftance  and  expences  thence  to  Philadelphia,  41  dollars  and 
thirty  ninetieths: 

Ordered^  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

Refolved,  That  Dr.  Franklin  may,  if  he  thinks  proper,  return 
an  anfwer  to  the  letter  he  received  from  Lord  Howe. 

The  committee  appohited  to  devife  ways  and  means  for  encreaf- 
ing  the  flying  camp,  brought  in  their  report,  which  was  taken 
into  confideration ;  whereupon, 

Refohed,  That  brigadier  general  Lewis  be  direded  to  order  two 
battalions  of  continental  troops  in  Virginia,  to  march,  with  all 
poffible  difpatch,  to  the  flying  camp  in  New-Jerfey,  under  the 
command  cf  brigadier  general  Mercer;  and  that,  if  the  governor 
and  privy  council  of  Virginia  fliall  have  reafon  to  apprehend  an  in- 
yafion  of  that  ftate,and  fcall  call  to  its  defence  an  ec[ual  number  of 
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minute  men  or  militia,  the  fame,  while  in  fervice,  fhall  be  on  the 
pay  and  fupport  of  the  continent : 

That  the  convention  of  Pennfylvania  be  requeued  to  augment 
their  quota  for  the  flying  camp,  with  four  battalions  of  militia, 
and  the  convention  of  New-Jerfey  to  raife  for  the  faid  flying  camp, 
three  battalions  of  militia  in  addition  to  thofe  formerly  defired  by 
Congrefs,  and  to  fend  the  fame  with  all  poffible  difpatch  to  the 
faid  flying  camp.  And  that  thefe  feveral  battalions  be  olSceredi, 
paid  and  provided,  as  directed  by  the  former  refolutions  for  form- 
ing the  flying  camp. 

Refolvedy  That  in  cafe  Mr.  Heyman  Levy  order  any  money  to 
be  paid  in  Albany  to  the  deputy  paymafter  general  for  the  nor- 
thern department,  the  fame  fliall,  upon  advice  of  fuch  money  fo 
paid,  be  repaid  to  him  or  his  order  in  Philadelphia* 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  on  Monday. 

Monday,  July  22 >  1776. 

A  letter  of  the  20th,  from  the  convention  of  New-Jerfey,  and 
one  of  the  19th,  from  Ephraim  Anderfon,  and  a  petition  from 
Levy  Allen,  were  laid  before  Congrefs  and:  read. 

Rejolvedy  That  the  letter  from  general  Wafliington  received  and 
Bead  on  Saturday  laft,  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

The  Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  commit- 
tee refpefting  an  exchange  of  prifoners  ;  whereupon, 

Refolvedy  That  the  commander  in  chief  in  each  department  be 
impowercd  to  negotiate  an  exchange  of  prifoners  in  the  following 
manner,  one  continental  officer,  for  one  of  the  enemy  of  equal 
rank  either  in  the  land  or  fea  fervice,  foldier  for  foldier,  failor  for 
failor,  and  one  citizen  for  another  citizen  : 

That  each  ftate  hath  a  right  to  make  any  exchange  they  think 
proper  for  prifoners  taken  from  them  or  by  them. 

Refolvedt  That  the  feveral  commanders  in  chief,  in  each  depart- 
ment be  directed  to  exchange  any  offi.eer  in  the  Britifh  fervice,, 
now  a  prifoner  in  any  of  thefe  ftates,  of  or  under  the  rank  ef  colo- 
nel,   for  colonel  Eathan  Allen. 

Refclved,  That  the  perfons  taken  prifoners  with  colonel  Eathan 
Allen  be  put  upon  the  fame  footing  as-  thofe  in  the  continental 
fervice,  and  exchanged  accordingly  as  opportunity  prefents. 

The  Congrefs  refurned  the  confideration  of  the  report  of  the 
committee  on  ways  and  means,  and  after  debate,  the  fame  was 
dif-agreed  to. 

The  committee  appointed  to  contra£l  with  MeiTrs.  Hughes  for 
one  thoufand  tons  of  cannon  for  the  ufe  of  the  United  States,  re- 
ported that  they  have  executed  the  contradl  in  which  is  a  cove- 
nant to  advance  the  faid  MelTrs.  Hughes  8000  dollars. 

Refolved,  That  an  order  for  8000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  trea- 
furers  in  favour  of  Daniel  and  Sawud  Hughes  5  they  to  be  ac- 
countable. Refolvsd. 


28o  Journals   of  Congress. 

Refolved,  That  the  board  of  treafury  be  dire61:ed  to  make  imme«^ 
diate  preparation  for  ftriking  a  farther  fum  of  five  millions  of  dol- 
lars in  bills  of  credit. 

Refolved,  That  captain  Joy  have  liberty  to  employ  eight  of  the 
prifoners  in  the  calting  of  cannon. 

The  board  of  treafury  reported  that  they  have  examined  the  ac- 
count of  the:  committee  of  Lancafter  for  preferving  the  peace  of 
the  borough,  keeping  the  prifoners  in  order,  and  for  the  protec- 
tion of  the  magazines,  and  find  that  there  is  due  for  the  pay  of  the 
guard,  as  follows, 

39   days  to  captains  at  26  dollars  and  two  thirds  p.  months, 

34  dollars  and  fixty  ninetieths: 
76   days  to  lieutenants  at  18  dollars  p.  month,  45  dollars  and 

fifty-four  ninetieths  : 
27  days  to  enfigns  at  13  dollars   and  one  third  p.  month,  12 
dollars  : 
143  days  to  ferjeants  at  8  dollars  per  month,   38  dollars  and 

twelve  ninetieths  : 
421    dollars  to  corporals,  fifes   and  drums   at   7   dollars  and 
one  third  p.  month,  102  dollars  and  fixty   ninetieths  : 
1470  days  to  privates  at  6  dollars  and  two  thirds  p.  month,  326 
dollars  and  fixty  ninetieths  ;  the  whole  amounting  to 
559  dollars  and  fixty-fix  ninetieths  : 
drderedy  That  the  fame  be  paid. 

The  Congrefs  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to 
take  into  confideration  the  articles  of  confederation,  and  after  fome 
time,  the  prefident  refurned  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Harrifon  reported 
that  the  committee  have  made  fome  progrefs  in  the  matter  to  them 
referred,  but  not  having  come  to  a  conclufion,  defire  leave  to  fit 
again. 

Refolved,  That  this  Congrefs  will  to-morrow  again  refolve  itfelf 
into  a  committee  of  the  whole  to  take  into  their  farther  confidera- 
tion the  articles  of  confederation. 

The  marine  committee  having  recommended  the  following  gen- 
tlemen for  ofticers  of  the  Rawleigh,  namely 
Peter  Shores,  "^ 

John  Wheelwright,    C  lieutenants  : 
Jofiah  Shackford,       j 
George  Jerry  Olborne,  captain  of  marines : 
•    Stephen  Meads,  firll  lieutenant  : 
Nathaniel  Thwing,  fecond  lieutenant; 

Refolved,  That  they  be  accepted,  ^nd  that  cbmmiffions  be 
granted  them  accordingly. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Tuesday,  July  23,  1776. 

Sundry  letters  were  received  and  read,  viz. 

Two. 
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Two  from  general  Wafhington  of  the  21  ft  and  2 2d,  with  three 
papers  inclofed  in  the  latter  ; 

One  of  the  i6th  from  governor  Cooke  : 

Two  from  brigadier-general  Mercer  of  the  20th  and  22d,  with 
two  papers  inclofed  in  the  latter. 

Refolved^  That  the  letters  from  general  Waihington  and  briga- 
dier general  Mercer,  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Refohed,  That  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  cartel  entered 
into,  between  brigadier  general  Arnold  and  captain  Forfter,  and 
the  refolutions  pafied  thereon  be  publifhed. 

Refolvedy  That  twenty  dollars  be  advanced  to  Ifaac  Manes,  a 
wounded  foldier  of  captain  Cheefeman's  company,  and  that  he  be 
fent  to  the  general  hofpital. 

The  board  of  war  reported,  that  they  have  heard  and  confi- 
dered  the  matters  alledged  againft  the  arrangement  made  in  the 
regiment  ordered  to  be  raifed  under  colonel  Du  Boys*  arid  are  of 
opinion,  that  no  good  purpofe  would  be  anfwered  by  making  any 
alteration  therein  ;  and  although  many  worthy  officers  who  ferved 
in  Canada  are  yet  unemployed,  the  board  can  only  lament  that 
they  are  not  in  the  fervice,  but  hope  fomething  will  in  future  turn 
up  to  enable  Congrefs  to  place  them  in  ftations  equal  to  their  merit: 

The  fame  being  again  read,  was  agreed  to. 

On  the  remainder  of  the  report  from  the  board  of  war,  the  Con- 
grefs came  to  the  following  refolutions  : 

That  general  Waihington  be  informed  that  Congrefs  have  fuck 
an  entire  confidence  in  his  judgment,  that  they  will  give  him  no 
particular  directions  about  the  difpofition  of  the  troops,  but  defire 
that  he  will  difpofe  of  thofe  at  New- York,  the  jflying  camp  and 
Ticonderoga,  as  to  him  fhall  feem  moft  conducive  to  the  public 
good : 

That  the  Congrefs  approve  of  general  Wafhington's  having  lent 
to  the  convention  of  New-York,  the  fum  of  money  mentioned  in 
his  letter  of  the  19th  inftant  : 

That  Monf.  St.  Martin  be  appointed  an  engineer  with  the. 
rank  of  lieutenant-colonel,  and  that  he  be  directed  to  repair  to 
New-York,  and  put  himfelf  under  the  command  of  general  Wafh- 
ington. 

Refolved,  That  Dr.  David  Griffith  i)e  appointed  to  the  flations 
of  chaplain  and  furgeon  in  the  third  Virginia  battalion,  he  being  a 
perfon  of  uncommon  merit,  and  there  being  very  few  furgeons  of 
abilities,  who  will  enter  the  army  in  that  flate  :  This  appointment 
not  to  be  drawn  into  precedent : 

That  Mr.  Griffith  draw  pay  in  both  thefe  capacities  for  the  time 
he  has  ferved  in  the  regiment  * 

The  committee  of  claims  reported,  that  there  is  due, 

To  Dennis  Lefferty,  for  26  weeks  board,  the  fum  of  52  dol- 
lars, and  that  the  fame  ought  to  be  paid  to  Timothy  Matlack  : 
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To  William  White,  for  boarding  general  Lee's  guard,  the  fum 
of  40  dollars  and  fixty-ninetieths: 

To  George  Haas,  for  carrying  money  to  New- York,  the  fum 
of  26  dollars  and  fixty-ninetieths: 

To  William  Bradford,  for  the   expence  of  a  guard   efcorting 
money  to  New- York,  the  fum  of  88  dollars  &  fifty-feven -ninetieths"; 
To  Rachel  Evans,  for  boarding  a  fick  foldier,  the  fum  of  3 
dollars : 

To  Robert  Owen,  jun.  for  provifions  furnifhed  feveral  riffle 
companies,  64  dollars  and  eighty-fix-ninetieths  : 

To  Peter  Groiels,  for  provifions  to  feveral  riffle  companies,  the 
fum  of  61  dollars  and  forty-fix-ninetieths,  and  that  this  ought  to 
be  paid  to  Robert  Owen,  jun. 

Ordered^  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

Refohedi  That  in  order  to  haften  the  march  of  the  troops,  the 
feveral  committees  of  Lancafler,  York,  Cumberland,  Berks  and 
Northanipton  counties,  in  Pennlylvania,  be  impowered  to  mufter 
the  troops  that  fhall  march  from  their  refpedive  counties,  and  to 
draw  for  one  month's  pay  on  Mr.  James  Meafe,  and  that  they  cer- 
tify the  mufter-rolls  and  fend  to  the  paymafter  the  receipts  for  the 
monies  that  fhall  be  fo  advanced. 

Refolvedt  That  a  member  be  added  to  the  board  of  treafury,  in 
the  room  of  one  abfent : 

The  member  chofen,  Mr.  G.  Clymer. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Congrefs  refolved  itfelf 
into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  their  farther  confidera- 
tion  the  articles  of  confederation;  and  after  fome  time,  the  prefi- 
dent  refumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Harrifon  reported,  that  the  com- 
mittee have  made  farther  progrefs  in  the  matter  to  them  referred, 
but  not  having  come  to  a  conclufion,  defired  leave  to  fit  again. 

Refolved y  Thai  this  Congrefs  will  to-morrow  again  refolve  itfeU 
into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  their  farther  confider- 
atlon  the  articles  of  confederation. 

A  petition  from  a  number  of  inhabitants  of  Chefter  county,  in 
Pennfylvania,  was  prefented  to  Congrefs  and  read;  praying,  that 
John  Griffith,  a  foldier  in  the  continental  array,  an  experienced 
artificer  in  making  and  drefling  fullers  (hears,  may  be  releafed 
from  the  army,  and  ordered  to  return  home  to  follow  his  trade: 
Refohedy  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  granted. 
A  petition  from  fundry  Canadians  was  prefented  to  Congrefs 
and  read : 

Refolved^  That  it  be  referred  to  the  Canada  committee. 
The  marine  committee  having:  recommended  Richard  Palmes  to 
be  captain  or  marines: 

Refolved y  That  he  be  accepted,  and  that  a  commilTion  be  grant- 
ed to  him  accordingly. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

WednesdaV 
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Wednesday,   July  24,   1776. 

A  letter  from  lieutenant  colonel  William  Allen  was  laid  before 
Con^refs  and  read;  requefting  leave  to  refign  his  commiffion: 

Refolvedy  That  leave  be  granted. 

The  marine  committee  having  recommended  Benjamin  Thomp- 
fon  to  be  a  lieutenant  of  marines  in  captain  Palmes's  company : 

Refolved,  That  he  be  accepted,  and  that  a  commiffion  be  grant- 
ed to  him  accordingly. 

Refolvedi  That  the  committee  appointed  to  revife  the  journals, 
be  impowered  to  employ  a  proper  perfon  to  make  an  index  theretb. 

The  board  of  treafury  reported,  that  the  pay  of  brigadier  ge^ 
neral  Woofter,  commencing  the  22dday  of  June,  1775,  and  cal- 
culated to  the  2 2d  day  of  July,  1776,  being  thirteen  months,  at 
125  dollars  per  month,  amounts  to  1625  dollars  ;  out  of  vi^hich  is 
to  be  deduced  one  hundred  and  feventy-three  dollars  and  twenty- 
four  feventy-two  parts  of  a  dollar,  paid  him  by  John  Winflow, 
Efq;  thepaymafter;  the  refidue  due  to  the  general  is  1451  dollars 
and  forty-eight  feventy-two  parts  of  a  dollar  : 

Ordered^  That  the  fame  be  paid. 

Refolvedy  That  the  fum  of  100  dollars  be  advanced  to  captain 
Robert  Johnfon,  to  be  deduced  out  of  his  pay  on  the  fettlement 
fif  his  account. 

A  petition  froni  George  Kills  was  prefented  to  Congrefs  and 
read: 

Refohedi  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

The  Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  commit- 
tee appointed  to  prepare  a  refolution  for  confifcating  the  property 
of  the  fubjefts  of  Great-Britain;  whereupon, 

Refolved,  That  all  the  refolutions  of  this  Congrefs  pafTed  on  the 
twenty-third  day  of  March  laft,  and  on  the  third  day  of  April 
laft,  relating  to  fhips  and  other  velfels,  their  tackle,  apparel  and 
furniture,  and  all  goods,  wares  and  merchandizes,  belonging  to 
any  inhabitant  or  inhabitants  of  Great-Britain,  taken  on  the  high 
feas,  or  between  high  and  low  water  mark,  be  extended  to  all 
{hips  and  other  veffels,  their  tackle,  apparel  and  furniture,  and  to 
all  goods,  wares  and  merchandizes,  belonging  to  any  fubjeft  or 
fubjedls  of  the  king  of  Great-Britain ;  except  the  inhabitants  of 
the  Bermudas,  and  Providence  or  Bahama  illands. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into 
confideration  ;  whereupon, 

Refolved,  That  the  regiment  of  rangers,  now  in  the  pay  of  the 
ftateof  South-Carolina,  be  placed  upon  continental  eftablifhment, 
and  that  it  confill  of  a  lieutenant  colonel  commandant,  a  major, 
ten  captains,  twenty  lieutenants,  a  furgeon,  a  paymaller,  twenty 
ferjeants,  and  five  hundred  privates  : 

That  the  pay  of  the  lieutenant  colonel  commandant  of  rangers, 
l^e  the  fame  as  that  of  a  colonel  of  footj  the  major's  pay  that  of  a 

lieutenant 
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lieutenant  colonel ;  the  captains  that  of  a  major;  the  lieutenants 
that  of  a  captain  ;  and  the  ferjeants  that  of  an  enfign  of  foot  of  the 
continental  forces.  That  the  furgeon  be  allowed  33  dollars  and 
one  third  a  month  ;  the  paymafter  26  dollars  and  two  thirds  ;  and 
the  privates  12  dollars  and  one  half  per  month,  to  provide  them- 
felves  with  horfes,  guns  and  provilions  for  themfelves  and  horfes  : 

That  the  faid  rangers  be  liable  to  a6t  on  horfeback  or  foot,  as 
occafion  may  require  : 

That  the  like  number  of  rangers  be  raifed  in  the  ftate  of 
Georgia,  and  put  upon  continental  eftablifhment  ; 

That  thefe  be  entitled  to  the  fame  pay,  and  fubjefl  to  the  fame 
duties  as  the  Carolina  rangers: 

That  the  rangers  raifed  in  the  ftate  of  South-Carolina  be  fub- 
je6l  to  the  articles  formed  by  the  convention  of  that  ftate,  for  the 
government  of  the  forces  raifed  therein. 

Refolved,  That  colonel  Knox's  plan  for  raifing  another  battalion 
of  artillery  be  approved  and  carried  into  execution  as  foon  as 
pofiible  : 

That  general  Wafhington  be  defired  to  recommend  proper  of-- 
ficers  to  compofe  this  corps. 

Refohcd,  That  general  Wafhington  be  impowered  to  agree  to, 
the  exchange  of  governor  Skene  for  Mr.  James  Lovel.; 

That  general  Wafhington  be  authorifed  to  take  into  conti- 
nental pay  the  horfe  propofed  by  Mr.  Lary,  upon  the  terms  by 
him  mentioned. 

On  motion, 

Refolved,  That  the  report  of  the  committee  on  gold  and  filver 
coins  be  recommitted  : 

That  Mr.  Jefferfon  be  added  to  that  committee. 

Refohed,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  take  into 
confideration,  and  report  their  opinion,  on  the  propofal  made  by 
the  prefident  of  South-Carolina,  and  communicated  to  the  houfe  by 
a  delegate  of  that  ftate,  refpedling  general  Lee: 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  S.  Adams,  Mr.  Rutledge  and 
Mr.  Hall. 

The  Congrefs  then  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the 
whole,  to  take  into  their  farther  confideration  the  articles  of  con- 
federation ;  and,  after  fome  time  the  prefident  refumed  the  chair, 
and  Mr.  Harrifon  reported,  that  the  committee  have  made  far- 
ther progrefs  in  the  matter  to  them  referred,  but  not  having  finifli- 
cd,  defire  leave  to  fit  again. 

Refolved,  That  this  Congrefs  will  to-morrow  again  refolve  it- 
felf into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  their  farther  con- 
fideration the  articles  of  confederation. 

A  letter  from  general  Wafhington  of  the  23d,  with  fundry 
papers  enclofed,  among  which  was  a  letter  from  iMr.  Fraefh  to 
lord  Stirling ;  alfo, 

A  lei- 
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A  letter  from  the  council  of  fafety  of  North-Carolina  being  re- 
ceived and  read  :  ' 

Refohed,  That  the  letter  from  Mr.  Fraefli  to  lord  Stirling  be  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  appointed  to  contraft  for  calling  cannon: 

That  the  general's  letter,  with  the,  other  papers  inclofed,  be  re- 
ferred to  the  board  war. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Thursday,  July  25,  1776. 

Refohed,  That  two  months  pay  be  advanced  to  Monf.  Jacque 
Antoine  de  Francheffin;  he  to  be  accountable. 

A  memorial  of  Samuel  Holden  Parfons,  of  Lyme  in  Conne6li-p 
pit,  was  prefented  to  Congrefs  and  read : 

Refohed,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  JefFerfou,  Mr.  Wilfon  and 
Mr.  Sherman. 

A  memorial  from  fundry  officers  who  fervcd  in  Canada,  and  are 
now  unemployed;,  was  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read  : 

Refohed  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Agreeable  to  order,  the  Congrefs  refolved  itfelf  into  a  commit- 
tee of  the  whole,  to  take  into  their  farther  confideration  the  ar- 
ticles of  confederation  ;  after  fomg  time  the  prefident  refumed  the 
chair,  and  Mr.  Harrifon  reported,  that  the  committee  have  made 
farther  progrefs  in  the  confideration  of  the  articles  of  confedera- 
tion ;  but  not  having  gone  through,  deiired  leave  to  fit  again. 

A  letter  of  the  23d  from  general  Wafliington,  inclofing  a  letter 
from  governor  Trumbull  to  the  general ;  alfo, 

A  letter  from  governor  Trumbull  of  the  19th,  with  fundry  de- 
pofitions  ;  and, 

One  of  the  16th,  from  the  committee  of  fafety  of  New-Hamp- 
(hire,  were  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read. 

Refohed,  That  the  letter  from  general  Wafhington  be  referred 
to  the  board  of  war. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported,  that  there  is  due. 

To  Francis  Gurney,  for  expences  of  himfelf  and  others,  efcort- 
ing  money  to  Cambridge  in  February  lad,  the  fum  of  162  dollars 
and  eighty-four  ninetieths,  over  and  befide  the  monies  advanced  to 
him  : 

To  Henry  Wifner,  Efq;  for  the  expences  of  an  exprefs  paid  by 
him,  the  fum  of  twenty  dollars  : 

To  Thomas  Dewees,  for  boarding  prifoners  of  ftate,  437  dollars 
and  fixty -eight  ninetieths  : 

To  David  Lennox,  for  expences  in  going  after  deferters,  the  fum 
of  3 1  dollars  and  eighty-fix  ninetieths;  to  be  paid  to  David  Sproat: 

To  William  Trickett,  for  ftationary,  the  fum  of  43  dollars  and 
feventy-fix  ninetieths : 

To 
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To  Philip  Nolan,  for  ferriages  of  general  Lee's  guards,  4  dollars 
and  twelve  ninetieths  : 

To  Elizabeth  Slaving,  for  boarding  and  nurfing  a  lick  foldier, 
4  dollars  : 

To  J.  Piling,  for  chairs  for  the  war  office,  the  fum  of  12  dollars;  i 

To  John  Kerling,  for  provifions  for  general  Lee's  guards,  4  dol* 
lars  and  fifty-four  ninetieths  : 

To  Ifaac  Cooper,  for  his  attendance  as  a  guard  over  powder, 
the  fum  of  1 1   dollars  : 

To  Furman  and  Hunt,  for  neceffaries  furnifhed  the  prifonersat 
Trenton,  the  fum  of  47  dollars  and  eighty-feven  ninetieths  : 

To  John  Bates,  for  camp-kettles,  the  fum  of  ninety-eight  dol- 
lars and  fixty  ninetieths  : 

To  Elijah  Bennet,  pofl-rider  in  the  fervice  of  the  United  States, 
from  Harford  in  ConneAicut  to  various  places,  the  fum  of  1331 
dollars  and  fixty-fix  ninetieths,  deducing  819  dollars  and  eighty^ 
fix  ninetieths,  which  he  has  received  from  the  colony  of  Connefti- 
cut,  the  balance  being  511  dollars  and  feventy  ninetieths: 

To  Michael  Philips,  employed  by  brigadier  general  Woofter  in 
making  fundry  repairs  in  the  citadel  and  hofpital  in  Montreal,  cart- 
ing, &c.  397  dollars  and  feventy-five  ninetieths,  deducting  the  fum 
of  96  dollars  and  feven  ninetieths,  which  he  received  from  major 
Nicholfon,  the  balance  being  301  dollars  and  fixty-eight  ninetieths: 

To  James  Budden,  for  the  expence  of  a  detachment  of  the  troop 
of  light  horfe  efcorting  300,000  dollars  to  New- York,  the  fum  of 
82  dollars  : 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

Refolvedy  That  this  Congrefs  will  to-morrow  refolve  itfelf  into  a 
committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  farther  confideration  the  ar- 
ticles of  confederation. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to  morrow. 

Friday,  July  26,  1776. 

Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  eledtion  of  three  commiffioners  to  li- 
quidate and  fettle  the  accounts  in  the  northern  department ;  and 
the  ballots  being  taken, 

Mr.  James  Milligan,  Mr.  John  Carter  and  Mr.  Wells  were 
cleAed. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  laid  before  Congrefs  the  ac- 
count of  MelTrs.  Price  and  Haywood,  with  the  balance  due  to 
them  : 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Refohed,  That  the  fubftance  of  the  conference  between  general 
Wafhington  and  adjutant  general  Patterfon,  which  was  tranfmit- 
ted  to  Congrefs  by  general  Wafhington,  be  publifhed. 

Congrefs  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take 
into  farther  confideration  the  articles  of  confederation,  and  after 

fame 
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fome  time,  the  prefident  refumed  the  chairj  and  Mr.  Morton  re- 
ported, that  the  committee  have  made  farther  progrefs,  but  not 
having  concluded,  defire  leave  to  fit  again. 

Refotved^  That  this  Congrefs  will  on  Monday  next  refolve  itfelf 
into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  farther  conlideration 
the  articles  of  confederation. 

Refohddy  That  an  order  for  2000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  trea- 
furers  in  favour  of  Dr.  W.  Shippen;  he  to  be  accountable. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed: 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

Monday,  July  29,   1776. 

Sundry  letters  were  laid  Before  Congrefs  and  read,  viz. 

Three  from  general  Wafhington  of  the  22d,  25th  and  27th  : 

One  from  general  Schuyler  of  the  17th,  and  one  from  general 
Gates  of  the  i6th  : 

One  of  the  25  th  from  J.  Reed,  adjutant-general;  and  one  from 
brigadier-general  Mercer  of  the  26th  : 

One  of  the  20th  from  governor  Trumbull : 

One  of  the  25th  from  the  convention  of  New- Jerfey,  and  one 
from  the  council  of  Maffachufetts-Bay  : 

One  from  Monf.  Kirmovan,  engineer,  with  a  plan  and 
draughts;  and  one  in  Latin  without  fignature: 

Alfo  two  petitions,  one  from  George  Nicholfon,  and  one  from 
James  Livingfton. 

Refohedi  That  general  Wafhington  be  impowered  to  appoint 
another  aid  de  camp  : 

That  the  letters  from  general  Wafhington,  general  Schuyler 
and  general  Gates,  and  the  letter  from  Monf.  Kirmovan  be  refer- 
red to  the  board  of  war : 

That  the  letter  from  the  convention  of  New- Jerfey  be  referred 
to  the  committee  on  the  ways  and  means  of  augmenting  the  flying 
camp,  and  that  Mr.  Clark  be  added  to  the  faid  committee : 

That  the  letter  from  the  adjutant-general  be  referred  to  the 
committee  appointed  to  irevife  the  articles  of  war  : 

That  the  petition  of  James  Nicholfon  be  referred  to  the  com- 
miffioners  who  went  to  Canada  : 

That  the  petition  from  George  Nicholfon  be  referred  to  the 
committee  on  Canada  affairs : 

That  the  latin  letter  be  referred  to  the  marine  committee. 
Refolved,  That  an  order  for  47  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  treafur- 
crs  in  favour  of  Jofiah  Fiffenden,  in  full  for  fervice,  expences,  and 
horfe-hire. 

A  letter  of  the  20th  from  the  council  of  Virginia  was  received 
and  read. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into 
confideration ;  whereupon^ 

Refolvedf 
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Refolved,  That  general  Wafliington  be  impovvered  to  order  the 
iregiment  lately  raifed  in  Connecticut  under  the  command  of  colo- 
nel Ward,  wherefoever  he  (hall  think  the  fervice  requires  it : 

That  Monf.  Jean  Artur  de  Virmonet,  who  appears  to  be  a 
young  gentleman  of  merit,  and  has  held  a  lieutenant's  commiffioh, 
in  the  fervice  of  France,  be  appointed  a  brevet  captain  •  and  that 
Monf.  Marie  Fidel  Dorre,  be  fent  as  a  volunteer,  to  be  employ- 
ed by  general  Wafhington,  as  he  fliall  think  proper: 

That  Monf.  Chriftopher  Pellifer,  who  has  fuffered  confiderably 
|>y  warmly  efpoufing  and  taking  an  active  part  in  the  caufe  of  A- 
merica  in  Canada,  be  appointed  an  engineer  in  the  feryice  of  the  U- 
nited  States,  with  the  pay  of  iixty  dollars  a  month,  and  rank  of 
lieutenant-colonel,  and  that  he  be  diredled  to  repair  to  New- 
York  : 

That  the  returns  of  colonel  Elmore's  regiment  made  into  the 
war  ofiice  by  brigadier-general  Woofter  be  tranfmitted  to  general 
Wafhington  with  blank  commiffions  for  the  officers  :  And  that 
general  Wafliington  be  diredted  to  order  the  faid  regiment  to  join 
him,  and  that  he  fill  up  the  faid  commiffions  with  the  names  of 
fuch  officers  as  appear  with  their  refpedlive  companies  in  the  faid 
regiment  : 

That  John  Brown  be  commiffioned  as  lieutenant-colonel,  and 
that  Robert  Cockran,  now  acting  as  eldeft  captain  in  the  faid 
regiment,  be  commiffioned  as  major  of  the  fame  in  the  room  of  ma- 
jor J.  Curtis,  deceafed. 

Refohed^  That  a  lieutenant-colonel  be  appointed  for  the  fecond 
Pennfylvania  battalion  in  the  room  of  W.  Allen,  who  has  refigned: 

The  ballots  being  taken, 

Jofeph  Wood,  Efq;  was  ele6led. 

Congrefs  then  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to 
take  into  their  confideration  the  articles  of  confederation,  and  af- 
ter fome  time  the  prefident  refumed   the  chair,  and  Mr.  Morton  i 
reported  that  the  committee  have  made  farther  progrefs  in  the  arti-  ■ 
cles  of  confederation,  but  not  having  finifned,  defire  leave  to  fit  a- 
gain. 

A  petition  fi-om  Samuel  Morris  was  prefented  to  Congrefs  and 
read. 

The  cdmmittee  oh  fpies  brought  in  a  farther  report,  which  was 
read :  '' 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Refolvedy  That  the  gaoler  be  direfted  to  allow  the  prifoners 
from  North-Carolina  the  ufe  and  benefit  of  the  yard,  under  the 
infpecllon  of  the  guard,  provided  it  may  be  done  with  fafety. 

Refolved^  That  this  Congrefs  will  to-niorrow  refolve  itfelf  into 
a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  farther  confideration  the 
articles  of  confederation. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow, 

Tuesday, 
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Tuesday,  July  30,  I77^» 

A  letter  of  the  28th  from  hrigadier-general  Mercer  was  laid 
before  Congrefs  and  read,  requefling  fix  light-horfe  may  be  fent 
to  him  ;  whereupon, 

Refolved,  That  the  prefident  write  to  S.  Morris,  Efq;  captain 
of  the  light-horfe,  and  reqiieft;  him  to  fend  fix  of  his  company  to 
brigadier-general  Mercer. 

Congrefs  being  informed  by  a  letter  from  the  prefident  df 
South-Caroiina,  that  the  Cherokees  have  commenced  hoftUities  a- 
gainft  that  Hate,  and  that  he  has  ordered  a  body  of  men  to  march 
againft  them,  and  has  applied  for  affiftance  to  the  neighbouring 
ilates  of  North- Carolina  and  Virginia  ; 

Refolvedy  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  flates  of  Virginia, 
North-Carolina  andGeorgia,  to  afford  all  necelfary  afiiflance  to  the 
ilate  of  South-Carolina,  and  co-operate  with  th&t  ftate  in  profecut- 
ing  the  war  againft  the  indians  with  the  iitmoli  vigour ; 

That  the  prefident  write  to  the  governor  and  council  of  Virginia,- 
the  council  of  fafety  of  North- Carolina,  and  the  prefident  of 
Georgia,  relative  to  the  above  fubjed^s. 

Uefolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  take  into 
confideration,  the  Hate  of  North-Carolina,  and  report  thereon  to 
Congrefs: 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Harrifon,  Mr.  S.  Adams,  and  Mr« 
Lynch. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration,  the  report  of  the  committee 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  caufes  of  the  mifcarriages  in  Canada, 
wherein  they  reprefent  aS  their  opinion  : 

"  That  the  fhort  inliftments  of  the  continental  troops  in  Cana- 
da, have  been  one  great  caufe  of  the  mifcarriages  there,  by  render- 
ing  unftable  the  number  of  men  engaged  in  military  enterprizes, 
by  making  them  diforderly  and  difobedient  to  their  oiHcers,  and 
by  precipitating  the  commanding  officers  into  meafures  which  their 
prudence  might  have  poftponed,  could  they  have  relied  on  a  longer 
continuance  of  their  troops  in  fervice: 

"  That  the  want  of  hard  money  has  been  one  other  great  fource 
of  the  mifcarriages  in  Canada,  rendering  the  fupplies  of  neceffaries 
difficult  and  precarious,  the  eftablifiiment  of  proper  magazines  ab- 
folutely  impracticable,  and  the  pay  of  the  troops  of  little  ufe  to 
them  : 

'*  That  a  Hill  greater  and  more  fiital  fource  of  misfortunes  has 
been  the  prevalence  of  the  fmall-pox  in  that  anTi.y  ;  a  sjreat  pro- 
portion whereof  has  thereby  been  ufually  kept  unfit  for  duty." 

With  this  the  Congrefs  concurred. 

On  the  farther  confideration  of  the  report,  Congrefs  came  to  the 
following  refolutions  ^ 

Vol.  II.  -do-  That 
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That  colonel  Beadle  be  tried  by  a  court  martial  for  leaving  his 
command  at  the  Cedars,  and  for  declining  to  return  to  the  fame 
with  major  Sherburne's  reinforcement : 

That  major  Butterfield  be  tried  by  a  court  martial  for  furrender- 
ing  to  the  enemy  the  poft  at  the  Cedars,  and  alfo  fuch  other  of- 
ficers as  were  with  him,  and  confented  to  that  furrender. 

The  faid  committee  having  farther  reported,  that,  in  the  courfe 
of  their  enquiries,  they  had  reafon  to  believe,  that  general  Pref- 
cot's  baggage  v^-as  plundered  by  fome  licentious  perfons,  in  viola-- 
tion  of  the  faith  of  the  capitulation  ;  whereupon, 

Refolvedy  That  general  Schuyler  be  defired  to  make  llrift  en- 
quiry into  the  fame,  that  the  perions  guilty  thereof  may  receive 
due  punifhment,  and  ample  indemnification  be  made  to  general 
Prefcot: 

That  colonel  Beadle,  Do6lor  Fay  and  lieutenant  Houfe,  be 
fubjedled  to  this  enquiry.  ^* 

Refohed,  That  fo  much  of  the  petitions  of  colonel  Eafton  and 
major  Brown,  as  prays,  that  the  charges  againil  them  of  having" 
been  concerned  in  plundering  the  officers  baggage  taken  at  Sorrely 
be  fubmitted  to  a  court  of  enquiry,  is  reafonable,  and  that  general 
Schuyler  be  defired  to  order  courts  of  enquiry  on  them  as  foon  as 
pofiible. 

Refolved,  That  general  Montgomery's  promife  to  give  to  the  ' 
troops  concerned  in  taking  the  veffelb  on  the  Sorrel,  "  all  the  pub- 
lic ftores,  except  ammunition  and  provifions,  on  board  thereof,'* 
be  confirmed ;  and  that  general  Schuyler  be  directed  to  caufe  an 
enquiry  to  be  made  into  the  particulars  and  value  of  the  faid  public 
llores,  (ammunition  and  proviiion  excepted)  and  to  certify  the 
fame  to  Congrefs,  v/ith  the  names  of  the  officers  and  foidiers  en- 
titled thereto  : 

That  fo  much  cf  major  Brown's  petition  as  prays,  that  an  allow- 
ance be  made  to  him  for  extraordinary  fervices,  be  referred  to  ge- 
ral  Schuyler,  v/ho  is  defired  to  certify  to  Congrefs,  whether  any 
and  what  reward  may  with  juftice  be  demanded  by  him : 

That  major  Brown's  accounts  be  fettled  by  the  commiffioners 
appointed  to  adjuft  accounts  in  the  northern  department. 

Refolvedy  That  the  committee  be  difcharged  from  proceeding  on 
fo  much  of  the  petition  of  colonel  Eafton,  as  prays  a  continuance 
of  hio  rank  and  pay,  and  fo  much  of  major  Brown's  petition,  as 
prays  an  examination  into  his  rank  and  pay,  and  that  they  be  re- 
ferred to  the  board  of  war  : 

That  general  Schuyler  be  defired  to  enquire  into  the  conduct  of 
colonel  Hazen,  who  is  charged  with  having  beaten  and  ill  treated. 
Francois  Cuillot  de  la  Rofe,  a  continental  captain  of  Canadian 
militia,  and  alfo  to  have  ill  treated  Charles  Robert  de  la  Fontaine, 
a  Canadian,  at  Chamble,  and  put  fuch  condu6l  into  a  proper 
channel  for  trial  and  punifhment; 

That 
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That  it  be  recommended  to  general  Schuyler,  whenever  the  pay 
of  officers  or  foldiers  is  Hopped,  on  account  of  any  charge  agaiafl 
them,  to  have  fuch  charge  determined  by  trial  as  fpeedily  as  pof- 
fible,  that  there  may  be  no  delay  of  juftice. 

Refolved,  That  general  Woofter  a61:ed  properly  in  Hopping  the 
goods  of  Bernard  and  Wadden,  who  were  carrying  the  fame, 
without  permiffion,  to  the  indians  in  the  upper  country. 

Refolved^  That  the  committee  have  leave  to  fit  again,  and  that 
they  be  inftrufted  to  enquire  in  what  manner  the  goods  of  Bernard 
and  Wadden  were  difpofed  of. 

Refolved,  That  the  fecret  committee  be  dire£led  to  fupply  the 
three  riffle  companies,  now  in  town  from  Lancafter,  with  1 1  lb. 
of  powder  and  44  lb-  of  lead. 

RefohedfThat  500,000  dollars  be  fent  to  the  paym.aller  general: 

That  60,000  dollars  be  fent  to  R.  Dallam,  deputy  pay  mailer 
general,  for  the  ufe  of  the  flying  camp. 

Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  eledion  of  a  clerk  or  affiilant  to  the 
auditor  general  j  when, 

William  Go  vet  was  ele6led. 

Refo/ved,  That  William  Govet  be  allowed  the  falary  of  533  dol- 
lars and  one-third  per  annum. 

Refolved i  That  all  public  claims  and  accounts,  that  are  at  this 
time  unfettled,  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  treafury,  and  that 
the  committee  of  claims  be  difcharged  from  proceeding  further 
upon  any  claims  or  accounts;  and  that  all  the  books  and  papers, 
in  the  hands  of  the  committee  of  claims,  be  delivered  to  the  audi- 
tor general. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into 
coniideration  ;  whereupon, 

Refolved^  That  the  refolution  of  the  17th  of  January  laft,  allow- 
ing to  officers  1  dollar  and  one-third  for  every  man  theyinlift,  be 
extended  to  officers  who  inlift  for  the  new  army  for  three  years: 

That  general  Mercer's  letter,  relative  to  the  building  of  boats, 
be  referred  to  general  Wafhington,  with  direftion  to  give  fuch 
orders  therein  as  he  fhall  judge  neceTary;  and  that  he  be  defired 
to  avail  himfelf  of  the  fhipwrights,  and  other  artificers  now  in  the 
flying  camp : 

That  general  Mercer  be  allowed  a  fecretary,  while  he  has  a  fe- 
parate  command : 

That  a  number  of  4  and  6  pounders,  not  exceeding  ten  of  each, 
be  im.mediately  fent  to  general  Mercer,  to  be  mounted  on  the 
works  he  is  now  erefting ;  and  that  the  council  of  fafety  of  Penn- 
fylvania  be  requefted  to  forward  them  to  Amboy  in  New-Jerfey : 

That  Congrefs  approve  of  9-eneral  vSchuyler's  intention  to  pub- 
lifh  fuch  parts  of  the  treaty  with  the  'ixY.  nations,  as  may  have  a 
tendency  to  difpel  the  apprehenfions  of  the  frontier  inhabitants; 

That  the  commiffioners  for  indian  affairs,  in  the  middle  depart- 
ment. 
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ment,  be  inftruded  to  thank  Cayafliuta,  in  the  name  of  the  great 
council  fire,  for  his  friendly  condu6l  at  Niagara,  communicated 
by  Peter  Richman,  (whofe  indian  name  is  Queda)  and  to  inform 
him,  that  it  would  be  very  agreeable  to  Congrefs  to  receive  a  vifit 
from  him. 

A  letter  of  the  29th  from  general  Wafhington,  and  one  from 
the  council  of  Maffachufetts  Bay;  alfo  a  letter  of  the  23d  from 
governor  Cooke,  with  fundry  papers  inclofed,  being  receivedj^ 
were  read  : 

Refohedy  That  the  two  firil  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

The  board  of  war  laid  before  Congrefs  a  letter  received  from 
general  Wafhington : 

Ordered,  That  they  return  an  anfw^er. 

Congrefs  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take 
into  confideration  the  articles  of  confederation,  and  after  fome 
time,  the  prefident  refumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Morton  reported, 
that  the  committee  not  having  yet  finiftied,  defired  leave  to  fit 
again. 

Refolvedy  That  this  Congrefs  will  to-morrow  refolve  itfelf  into  a 
committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  confideration  the  articles  of 
confederation. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Wednesday,  July  31,  1776. 

Refolved,  That  20,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  Mr.  Meafe;  he  to 
be  accountable  : 

That  Mr.  J.  Meafe  be  direfted  to  pay  John  Pollock  twothoufand 
fix  hundred  and  fixty  fix  dollars  and  two  thirds  of  a  dollar,  and 
that  the  fame  be  charged  to  the  account  of  the  committee  of  in- 
fpe6lion  of  Cumberland,  who  are  to  be  accountable. 

Refolved,  That  the  medical  committee  be  diredled  to  provide, 
and  fend  forward  fuch  a  quantity  of  medicines,  as  may  be  necef- 
fary  for  the  hofpital  in  the  northern  army  : 

That  the  faid  committee  be  directed  to  procure  and  forward 
fuch  a  quantity  of  medicines  as  may  be  neceflary  for  the  hofpital 
in  the  fouthern  department. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  int» 
confideration;  whereupon, 

Refolved,  That  'iwt  tons  of  muflcet  powder  be  fcnt  immediately 
to  general  Wafhington  at  New- York: 

That  the  commiffary  general  be  directed  to  furnlfli  with  rations 
and  the  deputy  pay  mafter  general,  in  the  ftate  of  Maffachufetts 
Bay,  be  ordered  to  pay  any  militia,  which  the  general  affembly 
of  that  ftate  fhall  think  proper  to  call  in,  to  replace  the  continent 
tal  troops  ordered  from  thence. 

The  committee  appointed  to  entjuire  into  the  caufes  of  the  mif- 

carriages 
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carriages  in  Canada,  brought  in  a  farther  report,  which  was  ta- 
ken into  confideration ;  whereupon, 

Refclvedy  That  the  conduct  of  colonel  Nicholfon,  who  command- 
ed the  poll  at  Point  JLevi,  and  who,  after  the  determination  of  the 
council  of  war  to  retire  from  Quebec,  is  faid  to  have  deferted  his 
faid  command,  and  left  the  party  to  (liift  for  themfelves,  be  fub- 
mitted  to  a  court  of  enquiry : 

That  the  committee  be  difcharged  from  fo  much  of  col.  Eallon's 
petition,  as  prays  a  fettlement  of  his  accounts,  and  that  the  fame 
be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

The  committee  appointed  to  take  into  confideration  the  ftate  of 
North  Carolina,  brought  in  their  report,  which  was  taken  into 
confideration;  whereupon, 

Refohed,  That  four  tons  of  gunpowder  and  fix  four  pounders, 
or  fuch  others  as  can  be  procured,  of  the  weight  proper  for  lield 
pieces,  be  immediately  fent  to  North-Carolina: 

That  the  delegates  of  that  ftate  employ  feme  proper  perfon,  as  / 
a  commifTary,  to  purchafe  in  this  city,  or  the  neighbourhood  there- 
of, cloathing  for  the  troops  raifed  in  that  ftate  for  the  continental 
fervice  : 

That  the  three  independant  companies  of  rangers,  in  that  ftate, 
be  taken  upon  the  continental  pay  and  eftablilhment,  and  that 
their  pay  and  appointment  be  as  already  refolved  by  the  convention 
of  that  ftate,  and  that  they  rank  as  the  rangers  raifed  in  Sou^h- 
jCarolina  and  Georgia. 

Refolvedi  That  an  order  for  266  dollars  and  two -thirds  be  drawn 
on  the  treafurers,  in  favour  of  colonel  James  Eafton  ;  to  be  ac- 
countecj  for  by  him  on  the  final  fettlement  of  his  accounts: 

That  tvi^o  months  pay  be  advanced  to  Monf.  St.  Martin ;  he  U> 
be  accountable. 

Coni^refs  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take 
into  confideration  the  articles  of  confederation,  and  after  fome 
time,  the  prefident  refumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Morton  reported, 
that  the  committee  not  having  come  to  a  conclufion,  delired  leave 
to  fit  again. 

Refolved^  That  this  Gongrefs  Vv^Ill  to-morrov/  refolve  itfelf  into  a 
committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  confideration  the  articles  of 
confederation. 

/Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow, 

Thursday,   Augtijl  i,  177^* 
A  letter  of  the  30th  of  July  from  brigadier  general  Mercer,  and 
one  of  the  fame  date  from  brigadier  general  Roberdeau,  and  fun- 
dry  others,  were  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read : 

Refolved^  That  the  two  firft  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 
Congrefs  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take 
into   confideration  the  articles  of  confederation,  and  after   fomc 

time^ 
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time,  the  prefident  refumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Morton  reported, 
that  the  comniittee  have  made  farther  progrefs,  but  not  having 
come  to  a  conclufion,  delired  leave  to  lit  again. 

Refohed,  That  this  Congrefs  will  to-morrow  refolve  itfelf  into  a 
committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  confideration  the  articles  of 
confederation. 

A  letter  of  the  30th  of  July  from  general  Wafhington,  with 
fundry  papers  inclofed;  alfo  one  from  general  Schuyler  of  the  20th, 
and  one  from  colonel  Dubois  of  the  17th,  were  laid  before  Con- 
grefs and  read  : 

Refolved,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

The  board  of  'war  reported  the  draught  of  a  letter  to  general 
"Wafliington,  in  infwer  to  his  diredled  to  them;  and  the  fame  be- 
ing agreed  to: 

Ordered^  That  it  be  tranfcribed,  figned  by  the  prefident,  and 
forwarded. 

The  faid  board  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  con- 
fideration ;  v>^hereupon, 

Refohedi  That  colonel  John  Brown  be  allowed  the  rank  and 
pay  of  lieutenant  colonel  in  the  continental  army,  from  the  20th 
day  of  November  lait  to  this  time: 

That  James  Eafton  is  intitled  to  the  rank  of  a  colonel  in  the 
continental  army,  from  the  firft  day  of  July,  1775,  and  to  the 
pay  of  a  colonel  from  that  day,  until  he  fhall  be  difcharged,  which 
ought  to  be  done  as  foon  as  a  court  of  enquiry  (hall  report  in  his 
favour,  or  a  court  martial  fhall  determine  upon  his  conduct,  and 
their  fentence  is  carried  into  execution ;  there  being  no  vacancy, 
to  v/hich  he  can  be  appointed.  But  fhould  he  be  honourably  ac- 
quitted, his  paft  fervices  will  recommend  him  to  the  confidence  of 
Congrefs  for  future  employment. 

Refohedi  That  an  order  for  2666  dollars  and  two -thirds  be 
drawn  on  the  treafurers,  in  favour  of  Ludwick  Karcher,  for  vic- 
tualling the  militia  paffing  through  Philadelphia  to  the  flying 
camp  ;  he  to  be  accountable. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Friday,  Augufl  2,  1776. 

Refolvedy  That  two  months  pay  be  advanced  to  Monf.  Pellifierj 
he  to  be  accountable. 

Refolvedy  That  the  fecret  committee  and  marine  committee  be 
difcharfred  from  fitting  out  velTels  with  cargoes  to  Bermudas. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into 
confideration  ;  whereupon, 

Rejolved,  That  300,000  dollars  be  fent  to  Jon.  Trumbull,  Efqj 
deputy  paymailer  general  in  the  northern  department : 

That  general  Walhington  be  inllruded  to  employ,  in  the  fervice 
of  the  ftates,  as  many  of  the  Stockbridge  indians  as  he  fhall  judge 
proper :  That 
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That  one  hundred  old  arms,  belonging  to  Congrefs,  be  deli- 
vered to  the  council  of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania,  to  be  repaired  at  the 
continental  expence,  and  put  into  the  hands  of  the  foldiers  deftined 
for  the  flying  camp;  the  faid  council  to  be  accountable: 

That  the  paymafter  general,  and  the  feveral  deputy  paymafters 
general,  be  direfted  to  make  weekly  returns  to  Congrefs  of  the 
ftate  of  the  military  chefts  under  their  direction  : 

That  Jonathan  Trumbull,  Efq;  deputy  pay  mailer  general  in 
the  northern  army,  be  dire6led  to  tranfmit  to  Congrefs,  as  foon  as 
poffibie,  an  account  of  all  the  monies  which  have  paffed  through 
his  hands,  fincc  his  appointment  to  that  office: 

That  the  commilfary  general,  and  deputy  commifiaries  in  the 
feveral  departments,  be  directed  to  tranfmit  to  Congrefs  weekly, 
an  account  of  the  fums  of  money  they  may  refpeftively  receive 
from  the  paymaflers : 

That  the  quarter  matter  general,  and  deputy  quarter  mailers 
general  in  the  feveral  departments,  be  diredled  to  tranfmit  weekly 
to  Congrefs,  an  account  of  the  monies  they  refpedtively  receive 
from  the  paymafter  general  or  deputy  paymafter  general: 

That  the  commiffary  general,  quarter  mafler  general,  deputy 
commiffaries  and  deputy  quarter  mailers  general,  be  directed  to 
make  monthly  returns,  at  leail,  of  the  llores  under  their  direilion, 
and  the  diilribution  of  them : 

That  the  commanding  officer  in  each  department  be  direfted  to 
make  returns,  once  a  month  to  Congrefs,  of  the  draughts  made  by 
him  upon  the  paymafter,  in  his  department. 

Refolved,  That  Mr.  Walton  be  appointed  a  member  of  the  ma- 
rine committee,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Gwinnet  who  is  abfent. 

Refolved,  That  lOO  dollars  be  advanced  to  Thaddeus  Sturges,  to 
be  accounted  for  by  him,  and  deducted  out  of  his  pay  on  the  fettle- 
ment  of  his  accounts;  that  the  board  of  treafury  be  difcharged  from 
proceeding  on  his  accounts,  and  that  they  be  referred  for  fettle- 
ment  to  the  commiffioners  appointed  to  fettle  the  accounts  in  the 
northern  department. 

The  marine  committeCj  to  whom  it  was  referred  to  inquire  into 
the  conduct  of  commodore  Hopkins,  brought  in  their  re:)ort, 
which  was  read: 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  to  be  taken  into  conuderation  on 
Monday  next. 

Congrefs  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take 
into  confideration  the  articles  of  confederation,  and  after  fome 
time,  the  prefident  refumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Morton  reported, 
that  the  committee  not  having  finifiied,  defired  leave  to  fit  ap-ain. 

Refolved,  That  this  Congrefs  will  to-morrow  refolve  itfelf  into 
a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  confideration  the  articles  of 
confederation. 

The  committee  of  treafury  reported,  that  there  is  due, 

To 
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To  Benjamin  Thompfon,  for  131  days  fervlce,  viz.  from  the 
firH  of  December  to  the  lall  of  May  inclufive,  as  clerk  of  the  hos- 
pital at  Montreal,  at  the  rate  of  two-thirds  of  a  dollar  per  day, 
122  dollars : 

Ordered^  That  the  fame  be  paid. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Saturday,   Augujl  3,  1776. 

The  committee  of  treafury  reported,  that  there  is  due, 

To  Thomas  Whitbeck,  for  carrying  money  from  Philadelphia 
to  Ticonderoga,  in  Odober  laft,  the  fum  of  75  dollars  and  one- 
fourth  ; 

To  Samuel  Johnfon,  for  209  meals  of  viftuals,  20  dollars  and- 
cighty-one-ninetieths: 

To  George  HofFnagle,   i  dollar  and  forty-five-ninetieths  ; 

To  Michael  Staddleman,  for  708  meald  of  viduals,  70  dollars 
and  feventy-two-ninetieths ; 

To  Richard  Chiney,  for  540  meals  furniihed  the  militia  on  their 
march  to  New- Jerfey,  54  dollars: 

Ordered^  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

The  committee  on  the  mifcarriages  in  Canada,  brought  in  a  fai^- 
toer  report,  which  was  read  : 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  to  be  taken  into  confideration  oa 
Monday  next. 

A  letter  from  Neil  M'Clean  was  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read  J 

Refohed^  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poilponed  : 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

Monday,  Augujl  ^,  i77^« 

Two  letters  From  general  Wafhington,  of  the  3Tfl  of  July  ancf 
2d  of  Auguil;  one  from  the  council  of  Virginia,  of  the  27th  of 
July,  with  copies  of  fundry  letters  from  North  Carolina  and  South 
Carolina,  inclofed  ;  one  from  E.  Anderfon,  of  the  3  lit  of  July  ^ 
and  fu-ndry  refolutions  pafTed.  by  the  convention  of  Pennfylvania^' 
were  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read  : 

Refohed,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken:  into* 
confideration  ;  whereupon, 

Refokedy  That  the  commanders  of  all  fhips  of  war  and  armed 
veffels  in  the  fervice  of  thefe  ftates,  or  any  of  them,  and  all  letters- 
of  marque  and  privateers,  be  permitted  to  inlill  into  fervice  on-' 
board  the  faid  (hips  and  veiTels,  any  feamen  v^ho  may  be  taken  00' 
board  any  of  the  fhips  or  veffels  of  our  enemies,  and  that  no  fuch 
feamen  be  intltled  to  receive  the  wages  due  to  them  out  of  the  faid 
prizes,  but  fuch  as  will  fo  inlift,  and  that  all  other  feamen  fo  taken 
be  held  as  prifoners  of  war,  and  exchanged  for   others  takpn  by 
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the  enemy,  whether  on  board  of  vefTels  of  war  or  merchantmen, 
as  there  may  be  opportunity  : 

That  lieutenant  colonel  Rufus  Putnam  be  appointed  an  engineer 
with  the  rank  of  colonel  and  pay  of  fixty  dollars  a  month. 

A  petition  from  Efek  Hopkins,  commander  in  chief  of  the  con- 
tinental fleet,  was  prefented  to  Congrefs  and  read;  fetting  forth, 
that  **  he  has  been  informed  that  certain  complaints,  interrogato- 
"  ries  and  report,  charging  him  with  fundry  crimes  and  mifde- 
"  meanors,  had  been  exhibited  to  the  Honourable  Congrefs ;  the 
"  purport  of  which  complaints,  &c.  he  is  ignorant  of;  and  pray** 
"  ing  that  he  may  be  furniflied  with  copies  thereof,  and  of  all  other 
"  proceedings  againft  him,  which  are  now  before  this  honourable 
*'  body ;  and  that  time  may  be  allowed  him  to  prepare  for,  and  a 
**  day  afligned  for  his  being  heard  before  Congrefs  in  his  own 
'■''   defence." 

Refolved^  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  granted,  and  that 
Friday  next  be  appointed  for  hearing  commodore  Hopkins. 

Refohedy  That  the  marine  committee  be  directed  to  order  the 
fhips  and  armed  vefTels,  belonging  to  the  continent,  vut  on  fuch 
cruifes  as  they  fhall  think  proper, 

Refolvedy  That  Monday  next  be  affigned  for  hearing  and  deter- 
mining the  appeal  againft  the  verdi6l  and  fentence  pafled  on  -the 
fchooner  Thiille. 

Refohedy  That  the  fecret  committee  be  direfted  to  deliver  to  the 
Delaware  battalion,  as  many  of  the  arms  lately  imported  as  will  be 
neceffary  to  arm  them  compleatly: 

That  they  deliver  to  the  council  of  fafety  of  Delaware  govern- 
ment,   193  of  the  faid  arms,  in  lieu  of  fo  many  had  from  them  : 

That  the  remainder  of  the  faid  arms  be  delivered  to  the  council 
of  fafety  of  Pennfyivania,  who  are  to  be  accountable. 

Refolved,  That  the  Delaware  battalion,  when  armed,  be  ordered 
to  New-Jerfey,  fubje^t  to  the  farther  orders  and  directions  of  the 
general. 

The  committee  of  treafury  reported,  that  there  is  due. 
To  J.   Symes,  a  prifoner  of  the  royal  highland  emigrants,  28 
dollars,  for   14  weeks  allowance,  from  the  24th  of  April  to  the 
30th  of  July: 

Orderedy  That  the  faid  account  be  paid. 

Ordered,  That  the  board  of  war  furnifh  the  committee  of  trea- 
fury with  the  names  of  the  Britifh  officers  and  other  prifoners,  who 
are  entitled  to  the  allowance  made  by  Congrefs  of  two  dollars  a 
week,  with  the  times  of  their  captivity,  and  the  places  where  they 
are  quartered. 

Re/oh edy  That  the  pay  of  an  affiftant  clerk  to  the  board  of  war 
be  266  dollars  and  two-thirds  a  year. 

Refohedi  That  an  order  for  1000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  trea- 

furers,  in  favour  of  Francis   Lewis,  F^fq;  and  that  the  fame  be 
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charged  to  tlie  account  of  the  paymafter  general ;  it  being  for  fa 
much  received  by  him,  by  the  order  of  Mr.  Lewis. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  on  Meffrs.  Price 
and  Haywood's  accounts,  and  after  fome  debate, 

Refohedy  That  the  faid  accounts  be  recommitted  and  that  the 
commiffioners  to  Canada  be  delired  to  attend  the  board  of  treafury 
at  the  examination  of  the  faid  accounts. 

Rejohedy  That  an  order  for  53  dollars  and  one  third  be  drawn 
on  the  treafurers  in  favour  of  Monfr.  Artur  Vermonit,  it  being 
two  months  advance,  for  which  he  is  to  be  accountable. 

A  petition  from  Lewis  de  Linkenfdorff  was  prefented  to  Con- 
grefs and  read  : 

Refolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  committee 
on  the  caufes  of  the  mifcarriages  in  Canada,  and  after  debate, 

Refolvedi  That  it  be  re-committed. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Tuesday,  Augujl  6,  1776. 

A  letter  of  the  5th  from  general  Wafhington,  encloling  copies 
pf  letters  between  him  and  general  Howe  refpe^ting  the  exchange 
of  prifoners,  and  fundry  other  letters  and  papers  : 

Alfo  one  from  brigadier-general  Mercer  of  the  4th,  were  laid 
before  Congrefs  and  read : 

Refolved^  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Refohed^  That  the  medical  committee  be  diredled  to  fupply  the 
direftor-general  of  the  hofpital  with  fuch  medicines  as  he  may 
want. 

Refohedy  That  the  fecret  committee  be  direfted  to  deliver  to 
the  delegates  of  North-Corolina  half  a  ton  of  powder  for  the  ufe  of 
the  frontier  inhabitants  of  that  ftate. 

Refolvedy  That  general  Schuyler  be  direded  to  apply  to  general 
Burgoyne,  and  propofe  a  general  exchange  of  prifoners  on  the 
terms  agreed  to  by  Congrefs,  and  particularly  the  delivering  bri- 
gadier-general Prefect  in  poffelTion  of  the  United  States,  i^ 
lieu  of  brigadier-general  Thompfon,  in  the  poifeflion  of  the  enemy. 

A  letter  from  the  convention  of  New-Jerfey  to  their  delegates^ 
■was  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read;  whereupon, 

Refohed,  That  the  convention  of  the  Hate  of  New-Jerfey  be  rc- 
quefced  to  make  fuch  provifion  for  keeping  open  the  communica- 
tion between  that  ftate  and  New- York,  by  way  of  the  ferries  over 
the  rivers  Paffaick  and  Hackinfack,  as  to  them  ftiall  appear  to  be 
mofl  effedual,  and  that  Congrefs  will  reimburfe  the  expences  of 
fuch  fervice  to  the  ftate  of  New-Jerfey  : 

That  it  be  recommended  in  the  moft  eameft  manner  to  the  con- 
yention  of  New-Jerfey,  to  order  their  militia  inimediately  to  march 
and  join  brigadier-general  Mercen  Rejoheai 


Aug  us  t,   1776.  299 

Hefohedy  That  the  eommifTioners  for  indian  affairs  in  the  mid- 
dle department  be  direded  to  inquire,  and  inform  Congrefs,  whe- 
ther it  will  be  moft  for  the  public  good,  that  the  troops  raifed 
and  to  be  raifed  for  the  garrifons  on  the  Ohi®  and  its  waters, 
fhould  be  fupplied  with  provifions  by  contract  or  by  a  commiffary  : 
That  if  a  commiffary  be  thought  neceffary,  they  reconimend  fome 
proper  perfon  for  that  office  to  Congrefs,  in  the  mean  time  take 
fuch  meafures  as  they  tnink  beft  for  vi6lualling  the  faid  troops. 

Refolvedy  That  a  member  be  added  to  the  committee  appointed 
to  inquire  into,  and  remedy  the  defedls  of  the  powder  made  at  the 
mills  : 

The  member  chofen,  Mr.  Rufh. 

Mr.  G.  Clymer,  one  of  the  joint  treafurers  being  appointed  a 
delegate  to  Congrefs,  by  the  convention  of  Pennfylvania: 

Refolvedi  That  for  the  future  there  be  only  one  continental  trea= 
furer. 

Refolved,  That  an  additional  fum  of  three  hundred  dollars  be 
given  to  each  of  the  continental  treafurers,  on  account  of  their  ex- 
traordinary trouble,  and  faithful  fervice,  during  the  laft  year. 

Congrefs  refolved  itfelf,  into  the  committee  of  the  whole  to 
take  into  confideration,  the  articles  of  confederation,  and  after 
fome  time,  the  prefident  refumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Morton  re- 
ported that  the  committee  not  having  come  to  a  conclufion,  de- 
iired  leave  to  fit  again. 

Refolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  council  of  faiety  of 
Pennfylvania  to  flop  Mr.  Wilmore  from  proceeding  to  New-York. 

Refohedi  That  this  Congrefs  will  to-morrow  refolve  itfelf  into  a 
committee  of  the  whole  to  take  into  confideration,  the  articles  of 
confederation. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Wednesday,  Augiift  7,    1776. 

Refolved,  That  an  order  for  5000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  trea- 
surers in  favour  of  the  committee  of  Lancafter^  for  the  purpofe  of 
carrying  into  execution,  the  refolution  of  Congrefs,  refped^ing 
the  prifoners,  the  faid  committee  to  be  accountable  : 

That  an  order  for  30,000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  treafurer  In 
favour  of  James  Meafe  for  the  ufe  of  the  militia  marching  to  New- 
Jerfey,  he  to  be  accountable. 

Refolved,  That  James  Brifben,  who  is  employed  in  the  poft- 
office,  be  excufed  from  military  duty. 

A  letter  from  captain  N.  Biddle  to  the  marine  committee  was 
laid  before  Congrefs,  and  read;  v/hereupon, 

Refolved,  That  general  Wafliinpton  be  dire£led  to  propofe  an 
exchange  of  lieutenant  Jofiah,  for  a  lieutenant  of  the  navy  of 
Great-Britain,  and  that  the  general  remanllrate  to  lord  Howe  on 

the 
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the   cruel  treatment  lieutenant  Jofiah  has  met  with,  of  which  the 
Gongrefs  have  received  undoubted  information. 

Refolvedf  That  Dr.  Rufn  be  added  to  the  medical  committee. 
,     A   memorial   from  George  Meafam  was  prefented  to  Congrefs 
and  read : 

Refolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 
The  committee  appointed  to  revife  the  articles  of  war  brought 
in  their  report. 

The  board  of  war  reported  that  there  is  due, 
;>;;To  Meflrs.  Giaffon,  Hertel  and  de  la  Magdelaine,  Canadian 
prifoners  at  Briilol  for  their  board  and  lodging,  from  the  15th  of 
November  to  the  31ft  July  laft,  being  thirty  feven  weeks,  each  at 
2  dollars  a  week,  222  dollars,  and  that  the  fame  ought  to  be  paid, 
to  John  Green  their  affignee  : 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  paid. 

Congrefs  refoWed  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take 
into  confideration,  the  articles  of  confederation,  and  after  fome 
time,  the  prefident  refumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Morton  reported, 
that  the  committee  not  having  yet  finifhed,  defired  leave  to  lit 
again. 

Refolved ,  That  this  Gongrefs  will  to-morrow  refolve  itfelf  into  a 
committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  confideration  the  articles  of 
confederation. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow« 

Thursday.  Aiiguft  8,   1776; 
Rejohed,  That  the  fum  of  700  dollars  be  paid  to  Jonathan  Me- 
redith, in  full  of  Ephraim  Blaine's  draught  in  his  favour,  for  fhoes 
purchafed  from  him  for  the  ufe  of  the  continental  army ;  and  that 
the  fame  be  charp-ed  to  the  account  of  the  faid  Ephraim  Blaine. 

Refolved^  That  the  fum  of  60,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  de- " 
legates  of  New-Hamplhire,  for  the  ufe  of  that  ftate,  which  is  to  be 
accountable. 

Refolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  council  of  fafety  of 
Pennfylvania,  to  take  proper  meafures  for  providing  quarters,  for 
the  troops  paffing  through  Philadelphia  to  the  flying  camp,  during 
their  continuar^ce  in  this  city. 

Refolvedy  That  the  colonel  or  commanding  officer  of  the  Dela- 
ware battalion,  and  the  colonels  or  comm.anding  officers  of  the  fe-, 
veral  battalions  of  militia  now  in  Philadelphia,  be  ordered  inftantly 
to  march  to  Amboy  in  New-Jerfey;  and  that  fuch  of  the  militia, 
as  want  arms  be  left  under  a  proper  officer,  till  they  can  be  pro- 
vided therewith,  and  then  marched  without  any  farther  delay: 

That  the  board  of  war  be  direfted  to  fee  this  refolution  carried' 
into  immediate  execution. 

Refolved,  That  the  board  of  warbedireftedtotakeinto  immediate 
confideration,  the  ftate  of  the  army  in  the  northern  department, 
and  our  naval  force  on  the  lakes  5  and  that  Mr.  Chafe  be  direded  to 

attend 
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attend  the  faid  board,  and  give  them  all  the  information  in  his 
power;  and  that  Mr.  Williams  be  defired  to  furnifli  the  faid  board 
with  an  extra6l  of  the  letter  he  has  received  from  governor  Trum- 
bull, relative  to  the  faid  army  and  naval  force ;  and  that  the  faid 
board  report  thereon  as  foon  as  pofiible. 

Two  letters  from  general  Wafhington,  with  fundry  papers  in- 
clofed ;  one  from  general  Schuyler,  dated  at  the  German  Flats, 
Auguft  the  ill ;  one  of  the  29th  of  July  from  general  Gates,  with 
copies  of  two  letters  inclofed,  were  received  and  read. 

Refolved,  That  a  letter  be  written  to  general  Lee,  to  inform  him 
of  the  intelligence  received,  that  the  troops  from  Charleftown  are 
arrived  at  New- York;  and  to  dire6l  him,  in  cafe  the  Britilh  troops 
have  left  the  fouthern  colonies,  to  repair  with  all  poffible  expedition 
to  Philadelphia,  and  there  wait  the  orders  of  Congrefs. 

Refolvedy  That  to-morrow  be  afligned  for  electing  four  major 
generals  and  fix  brigadier  generals. 

Refolved,  That  the  poft-riders  be  exempted  from  military  duty. 
Refshedy  That  the  fecret  committee  be  directed  to  fupply  col. 
Galbreath  with  9  lb.  of  powder,  and  27  lb.  of  lead,  for  the  ufe  of 
three  companies  of  his  battalion. 

The  committee  oftreafury  reported,  that  there  is  due. 
To  George  Kennedy,  for  three  riffles  purchafed  in   Frederick 
county,  Virginia,  for  the  ufe  of  captain  Morgan's  company  of  rif- 
flemen,  and  to  be  charged  to  the   faid   company,  the  fum  of  40 
dollars  : 

To  William  Web,  for  fervices  in  and  articles  purchafed  for  the 
ufe  of  the  treafury  ofhce,  137  dollars  and  fifty-four-ninctieths ;  to 
be  charged  to  the  account  of  contingent  expences  : 

To  captain  Thomas  Hafiet,  for  fubfiftance  of  13  men  of  his 
company,  on  their  march  from  Cheiter  county  to  New-Jerfey,  9 
dollars  and  eighty-two-ninetieths: 

To  captain  Benjamin  Wallace,  for  fubfiftance  of  his  company; 
on  their  march  from  Cheller  county  to  New-Jerfey,  32  dollars 
and  twety-ninetieths  : 

To  captain  Matthew  Boyd,  for  fubfiftance  of  53  men  of  his 
company,  in  col.  Moore's  battalion,  on  their  march  from  Chefter 
county  to  New-Jerfey,  27  dollars  and  forty-two-ninetieths  : 

To  Tobias  Rudolph,  for  the  hire  of  two  horfes  and  a  chair,  by 
captain  Alexander  Graydon,  to  condu6i:  money  to  Ticondero^aj 
and  for  one  of  the  faid  horfes  which  was  loft  at  Albany,  125  dol- 
lars and  fifty-four-ninetieths: 

To  Mr.  Smith,  at  the  city  tavern,  for  the  expence  of  a  guard  at 
his  houfe,  over  prifoners  of  war  brought  from  Burlington,  16  dol- 
lars and  twenty-feven-ninetieths  : 

To  John  Tomkins,  for  the  fubfiftance  of  captains  Crovlle's, 
Heifter's  and  Ludwigg's  companies  of  militia,  on  their  march  to 
New-Jerfey,  2  1  dollars  and  thirty-fix-ninetieths: 

Ta 
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To  captain  James  M'Candlefs,  for  fubfiftance  and  ferriages  of 
his  company  of  the  4th  battah'on  of  York  county  militia,  on  their 
march  to  New-Jerfey^  41  dollars  and  feventy-eight-ninetieths; 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

Refolved,  That  an  order  for  2000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  trea- 
furer,  in  favour  of  the  delegates  of  Georgia,  for  the  ufe  of  the 
continental  forces  in  that  ftate;  the  faid  delegates  to  be  accountable. 

Congrefs  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take 
into  conlideration  the  articles  of  confederation,  and  after  fome  time, 
the  prefident  refumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Morton  reported,  that 
the  committee  have  made  farther  progrefs  in  the  matter  referred  to 
them,  but  not  having  come  to  a  conclulion,  deiired  leave  to  fit  again. 

Refolved f  That  this  Congrefs  will  to-morrow  refolve  itfelf  into  a 
committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  confideration  the  articles  of 
confederation. 
'     Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Friday,  Augujl  9,   1776. 

Congrefs  having  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  regimental  pay- 
feiafter  for  the  Delaware  battalion, 

John  Yates,  Efq;  was  ele6led. 

Refolvedy  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  devife  a 
plan  for  encouraging  the  Heflians  and  other  foreigners  employed 
by  the  king  of  Great-Britain,  and  fent  to  America  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  fubjugating  thefe  ftates,  to  quit  that  iniquitous  fervlce: 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.WIlfon,  Mr.  Jefferfon  &  Mr.  Stockton., 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  read : 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Refolved,  That  the  fecret  committee  be  directed  to  deliver  to  the 
order  of  the  board  of  war,  fuch  articles  In  their  pofTefiion,  belong- 
ing to  the  continent,  as,  in  the  opinion  of  the  faid  board  of  war^ 
are  neceffary  for  the  Delaware  battalion: 

That  the  faid  committee  be  directed  to  fend  to  general  Wafh- 
ington  30,000  flints. 

A  petition  from  William  Bell  and  company  w^  prefented  to 
Congrefs  and  read : 

Refolved,  That  It  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  governor 
Trumbull's  letter. 

Refolved,  That  Mr.  Meafe  be  dlreded  to  fupply  the  captains, 
now  in  Philadelphia,  belonging  to  colonel  Hand's  battalion,  with 
fuch  fums  of  money  as  will  be  fufficlent  to  pay  the  bounty  voted 
to  non-commlfTioned  officers  and  foldiers,  who  Inllft  for  three  years. 

The  delegates  of  Pennfylvania  and  Maryland,  to  whom  the  pe- 
tition of  Lewis  de  Linkenfdorf  was  referred,  brought  in  their  re- 
port, which  was  taken  into  confideration;  whereupon, 

Refolved,  That  Lewis  de  Linkenfdorf  be  appointed  adjutant  to 

the  German  battalion,  ordered  to  be  raifed  for  the  continental 

fervlce. 

Agreeable 
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Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day,  Congrefs*  proceeded  to  the 
eleftion  of  four  major-generals  and  fix  brigadier-generals,  when 
the  following  gentlemen  were  chofen  :  viz. 

William  Heath,  Jofeph  Spencer,  John  Sullivan,  and  Nathaniel 
Green,  Efqrs;  major-generals; 

James  Read,  John  Nixon,  Arthur  St,  Clair,  Alexander  M'Dou- 
gal,  Samuel  Holden  Parfons,  and  James  Clinton,  Efqrs;  briga- 
dier-generals. 

Refolved,  That  the  hearing  commodore  Hopkins  be  poftponed 
to  Monday  next  at  1 1  o'clock,  and  that  captain  Jones  be  directed 
to  attend  at  the  fame  time. 

Refolvedi  That  10,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  colonel  John 
Hallet  for  the  ufe  of  his  battalion,  he  to  be  accountable. 

Refolvedy  That  William  Brown,  mailer  carpenter;  who  is  come 
from  the  camp  on  furlow,  be  ordered  not  to  return,  his  fervice 
being  neceflary  at  the  yard. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed  : 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Saturday,  Augujl  10,   1776. 

Refolved,  That  Ifaac  Cooper,  fhipjoiner ;  be  ordered  not  to  go 
to  New-Jerfey,  his  fervice  being  wanted  : 

That  William  Whiting  a  wounded  foldier  be  fent  to  the  hofpital 
of  Pennfylvania,  and  fupported  at  the  expence  of  the  United  States, 
and  in  cafe  he  dies,  that  the  expences  of  his  funeral,  be  paid  by 
the  United  States. 

The  committee  of  treafury  reported  that  there  is  due. 

To  Jeremiah  Dougan  in  part  payment  of  his  account  againS; 
the  continent,  319  dollars,  and  fixty  ninetieths,  with  which  he  is 
to  be  charged  : 

To  Dankl  Smith  for  the  v/eekly  allowance  of  the  following 
prifoners  of  war,  viz.  James  Hughes,  town-major  of  Montreal, 
and  captain  Duncan  Campbell  from  the  19th  January  to  the  i8th 
July  laft,  24  weeks,  and  6  days,  at  2  dollars  a  week,  99  dollars, 
and  thirty-eight  ninetieths  : 

Major  Dunbar,  Major  Stopford,  lieutenant  Harrifon,  lieut. 
Shuttleworth,  lieutenant  M'Donald,  and  captain  Algeo,  from  the 
26th  April  to  I2th  July  laft,  11  weeks  each,  at  2  dollars  a  week, 
132  dollars  : 

To  colonel  Jacob  Stroud  for  expences  of  waggon  hire,  in  con- 
ducing Canadian  prifoners,  and  part  of  the  26th  regiment  from 
Walpeck  in  New-Jerfey,  to  Reading  and  Briftol  in  Pennfylvania, 
219  dollars,  and  fifty-four  ninetieths,  out  of  which  84  dollars, 
twelve  ninetieths,  is  a  charge  againft  the  Britilh  troops  and  135 
dollars  and  forty-two  ninetieths,  for  the  expence  of  the  Canadians: 

To  John  Bates  for  140  camp  kettles  delivered  to  colonel  Mat- 
lack  186  dollars,  and  fixty  ninetieths : 

To 
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To  Thomas  Nevlll  for  the  materials  and  making  travelling  car- 
riages, for  the  cannon  fent  to  North-Carolina,  257  dollars,  and 
twenty-ftve  ninetieths : 

To  William  M'Gill  for  expences  of  the  firft  Pennfylvania  batta- 
lion on  their  march  to  Canada,  which  is  to  be  charged  to  J.  Shal- 
lu3,  quarter-mafl:er  of  the  faid  battalion,  14  dollars,  forty-five 
ninetieths  : 

To  Jofeph  Haight  for  the  allowance  to  captain  Francis  Stuart 
snd  John  Leflie  of  the  26th  regiment,  from  the  26th  April  to 
nth  July,  and  to  Dr.  Huddlejfton,  of  the  7th  regiment,  from 
the  26th  April  to  the  ifl:  July,  as  prifon^^rs  of  war,  63  dollars: 

To  captain  Jofeph  .  Spur  of  colonel  Moore's  battalion  for  the 
fubfillance  of  his  company  of  28  men,  on  their  march  from  Chef- 
ter  county  to  New-Jerfey,  the  fum  of  25  dollars,  and  eighteen 
ninetieths : 

To  lieutenant  colonel  Jofeph  Park  for  the  fubfiftance  of  6  men 
of  colonel  Moore's  battalion,  on  their  march  from  Chefter  county 
to  New-Jerfey,   16  dollars  : 

To  Michael  Gratz  for  indian  goods  provided  by  him  in  May 
and  June  lall,  and  delivered  to  the  commiffioners  for  indian  affairs, 
in  the  northern  department,  653  dollars,  and  eighty -feven  nine- 
tieths : 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

The  committee  farther  reported  that  they  have  had  under  confi^- 
deration,  the  accounts  ofMefTrs.  Price  and  Haywood,  which  were 
recommitted  to  them,  and  having  re-examined  the  fame,  find  a 
ballance  due  to  them  amounting  to  59,962  dollars  and  fifty -three 
ninetieths,  which  th^y  are  o.f  opinion  ought  to  be  paid  in  filver 
and  gold: 

Ordered^  That  the  faid  fums  be  paid  accordingly. 

Refolved,  That  the  board  of  treafury  be  direfted  to  devife  ways 
and  means  for  paying  Meffrs.  Price  and  Haywood,  and  report  to 
Congrefs. 

Refilvedi  That  an  order  for  3000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  trea- 
furers  in  favour  of  the  delegates  of  Delaware  government,  for  the 
purpofe  of  paying  one  month's  advance  to  the  battalion  of  militia 
marching  from  that  government  to  the  flying  camp. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report  which  was  taken  into 
confideration  ;  whereupon, 

Refolved^  That  commiffions  be  made  out,  and  fent  to  general 
Wafhington,  to  be  delivered  to  the  feveral  officers  recommended 
in  the  lift  exhibited  by  the  faid  board,  to  fill  the  vacancies  men- 
tioned in  the  faid  lift,  excepting  thofe  perfons  recommended  to  fill 
the  vacancies  occafioricd  by  officers  being  in  captivity,  which 
ouo-ht  not  to  be  filled,  but  to  be  left  open,  until  thofe  officers 
fh'cS^l  be  redeemed,  and  excepting  the  cafe  of  lieutenant-colonel 
Tyler,  who  is  to  have  a  commiffion  for  colonel  of  the  regiment 

lately 
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lately  commanded  by  colonel  Parfons,  promoted;  and  that  lieut. 
colonel  Durkee  have  a  commiffion  of  Colonel  of  the  20th  regiment, 
and  that  major  Prentice  be  made  lieutenant-colonel  of  the  regi- 
ment, in  which  he  is  now  major  5  and  major  Knolton  lieutenant- 
colonel  of  the  loth  regiment. 

The  marine  committee  brought  in  a  report  which  was  read  : 

Ordered,  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  committee.  On  the  caufes  of  the  mifcarriages  in  GanadatT, 
brought  in  a  farther  report  which  was  read  : 

Ordered i  To  lie  on  the  table  to  be  taken  into  confideratloa  on 
Tuefday  next. 

Refolved,  That  John  Hughes  be  fuppHed  with  neceflary  cloaths 
by  the  managers  of  the  Pcnnfylvania  hofpltal,  at  the  expence  of 
the  United  States. 

Refolved,  1'hat  William  Tuddr^  judge:  advocate  general,  have 
the  rank  of  lieutenant-colonel  in  the  army  of  the  United  States  • 
and  that  he  be  ordered  immediately  to  repair  to  the  difchargc  of 
his  duty  at  New-York. 

Refohedy  That  the  fecret  committee:  be  direfted  to  deliver  to 
colonel  J.  Wllfon  for  the  ufe  of  three  companies  of  his  battalion 
now  in  Philadelphia^   11  lb.  of  powder^  and  44  lb.  of  lead: 

That  the  faid  committee  be  directed  to  deliver  to  the  order  of 
the  marine  committee,  fuch  quantity  of  arms  and  ammunition^  as 
'  may  be  neceifary  for  the  life  of  the  continental  frigates. 

The  committee  on  Canadian  petitioners  reported, 

That  the  reverend  Mr.  Louis  Lotbiniere  was  on  the  26th  Janu- 
ary lafl:  appointed  by  general  Arnold  chaplain  to  .the  regiment  un- 
der the  command  of  colonel  James  Livlngfton,  and  a6led  in  that 
capacity,  until  the  retreat  of  the  army  from  Canada,  and  was 
promlfed  by  general  Arnold  the  pay  of  ^  14:  10:  per  month, 
including  rations;  and  that  there  is  now  a  ballance  of  124  dollars, 
eighty-four  ninetieths  due,  and  that  the  fame  ought  to  be  paid  to 
him,  and  he  continued  a  chaplain  in  the  pay  of  the  United  States  : 

That  Jean  Fifcul  ought  to  receive  nine  months  pay  as  a  private, 
and  a  prefent  of  20  dollars  for  particular  fervice,  the  whole  a- 
mounting  to  80  dollars,  aud  that  he  be  permitted  to  inlift  in  the 
artillery  at  New- York  : 

That  Pierre  du  Calvert  ought  to  receive  106  dollars,  and  two 
thirds,  for  eight  months  pay  as  an  enfign,  and  a  commiffion^  as  a 
brevet  lieutenant  : 

That  Alexander  du  Clos  ought  to  receife  33  dollars,  and  one 
third,  for  five  months  pay  as  a  private,  and  be  difcharged  with 
permiffion  to  inlift  again  in  the  fervice  at  his  eledlion  : 

That  Jean  Baptift  du  Vidal  ought  to  receive  56  dollars  for  fe= 
ven  months  pay  as  a  ferjeant,  and  be  difcharged  or  continued  in 
the  fervice  at  his  election  j 

Vol.  IL  Q_q  That 
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That  Louis  Ruffe  ought  to  receive  32  dollars  for  his  fervices  a« 
a  nurfe  and  attendant  on  the  fick,  and  a  prefent  of  40  dollars  on 
account  of  his  humanity  to  them: 

That  Juet  a  Voir  ought  to  receive  a  prefent  of  10  dollars,  and 
be  difcharged  or  continued  in  fervice  at  his  election: 

That  La  Juneffe  ought  to  receive  a  prefent  of  40  dollars,  and  be 
difcharo;ed : 

Th;it  John  Hamptreneck  ought  to  receive  186  dollars  and  two- 
thirds,  as  deputy  commiffary  from  the  15th  of  September  to  the 
5th  of  February,  and  164  dollars  for  his  pay  as  a  captain  from  the 
5th  of  February  to  this  day,  being  6  months  and  5  days;  the 
whole  amounting  to  350  dollars  and  fixty-ninetieths : 

That  John  Diamond  and  Walker  Moody  ought  to  receive  a  pre- 
fent of  40  dollars  each: 

That  Andrew  Pepin  ought  to  receive  33  dollars  and  thirty-nine- 
tieths, for  five  months  pay  as  a  private,  for  his  fervices  as  a  volun- 
teer, and  be  continued  In  pay  as  a  lieutenant : 

That  all  perfons  who  have  a6led  as  volunteers  in  Canada,  and 
retreated  with  the  army,  be  referred  to  general  Schuyler;  and  that 
he  be  directed  to  inquire  into  their  fervice  and  characters,  and  to 
order  them  fuch  rewards  and  wages  as  fhall  appear  to  have  been 
merited : 

That  300  dollars  be  advanced  to  colonel  James  Livingfton,  and 
his  general  account  againft  Congrefs  referred  to  the  infpedlion  and 
determination  of  general  Schuyler. 

Refolvedy  That  the  faid  report  be  agreed  to. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poflponed : 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

Monday,  Augufi  12,  1776. 

A  letter  from  general  Wafhington  of  the  8th,  with  fundry  pa- 
pers inclofed,  and  one  from  general  Mercer,  with  one  inclofed  t© 
him  from  colonel  Dickinfon,  were  read: 

Refolvedy  That  the  letter  from  general  Wafhington,  with  the 
papers  inclofed,  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war  : 

That.the  letter  from  brigadier  general  Mercer,  with  the  inclofed 
letter  from  colonel  Dickinfon,  be  communicated  to  the  convention 
of  Pennfylvania. 

Sundry  refolutions  paffed  by  the  convention  of  New- York  were 
laid  before  Congrefs  and  read. 

A  letter  from  a  gentleman  at  cape  Francois  In  Hlfpaniola,  dated 
July  the  23d,  was  alforead: 

Refolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  lecret  committee. 

That  the  delegates  of  North-Carolina  be  Impowered  to  fend  by 
water,  at  the  rilli  of  the  continent,  the  military  ftores  neceffary  for 
that  flatc. 

On 
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On  application  of  one  of  the  parties, 

Refolved,  That  the  hearing  the  appeal  againfl  the  fentence  pafied 
on  the  fchooner  Thiille,  be  poftponed  to  Monday  the  26th  inllant. 

The  council  of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania  having  recommended  Phi- 
lip Schrauder,  as  a  fecond  lieutenant  of  the  fifth  company  of  Ger- 
mans to  be  raifed  in  that  ftate  : 

Re/bhed,  That  he  be  accepted,  and  that  a  commiffion  be  grant- 
ed  to  him  accordinglyo 

A  letter  of  the  3d,  from  the  council  of  Virginia,  and  one  of 
the  fame  date  from  brigadier  general  Lewis,  were  read. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day,  commodore  Hopkins  attend- 
ed and  was  admitted;  when  the  examination  taken  before  the  ma- 
rine committee,  and  the  report  of  the  faid  committee  in  confequence 
thereof,  were  read  to  him  ;  and  the  commodore  being  heard  in  his 
own  defence,  and  having  delivered  in  fome  farther  anfwers  to  the 
<jueftions  aflced  him  by  the  marine  committee,  and  two  witneffes 
being  at  his  requeft  introduced  and  examined,  he  withdrew. 

Congrefs  then  took  into  confideration  the  inilruftions  given  to 
comiTiodore  Hopkins,  his  examination  and  anfwers  to  the  marine 
committee,  and  the  report  of  the  marine  committee  thereupon;  al- 
fo,  the  farther  defence  by  him  made  and  the  teilimony  of  the  wit- 
iieiTes;  and  after  fome  debate,  the  farther  confideration  thereof 
was  poftponed. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  beine  poftponed: 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Tuesday,  Atigujl  13,  1776. 

Refolved,  That  the  8th  Virginia  battalion  be  taken  into  pay  frora 
the  27th  day  of  May  laft,  and  the  feventh  from  the  17th  day  pf 
June  laft. 

The  marine  committee  having  recommended  William  Barnes  for 
firft  lieutenant  on  board  one  of  the  frigates  built  at  Philadelphia: 
Thomas  Vaughan,  fecond  mate  of  the  fhip  Alfred,  to  be  third 
lieutenant  of  the  Waftiington  frigaie,  commanded  by  Thomas 
Reed,  Efq;  and  Elifha  Hinman  to  the  command  of  the  Cabot  : 

Refolved,  That  they  be  accepted,  and  that  commifiions  be  grant- 
ed to  them  accordingly;  and  that  captain  Saltonftall  be  ordered  tp 
difcharge  Mr.  Vaughan,  that  he  may  repair  to  the  command  to 
which  he  is  now  appointed. 

Colonel  Mercer  of  the  3d  Virginia  Battalion  being  promoted  to 
the  rank  of  brigadier  general,  and  William  Chriftian,  who  was  ap- 
pointed colonel  of  the  firft  battalion,  having  declined  to  accept  his 
commiffion,  and  col.  William  Peachy  of  the  fifth  battalion  having 
refigned,  Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  eleftion  of  officers  to  fill  the 
vacancies  occafioned  thereby,  and  the  ballots  being  taken,  Charles 
Scott,  George  Weeden  and  Ifaac  Reade,  Efquires,  were  eledled 
cqloneU : 

Alexander 
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Alexander  Spotfwood,  Thomas  Marfliall  and  Robert  Lawfon, 
Efquires,  lieutenant  colonels ;  and  James  Junis  and  John  Green, 
£fqulres,  majors. 

The  committee  of  treafury  reported,  that  there  is  due. 

To  Conrad  Alfter,  for  214  meals  fupplied  the  militia  on  their 
march  to  New-Jerfey,  the  fum  of  2 1  dollars  &  thirty-fix-ninetieths: 

To  James  Davis,  for  70  meals  fupplied  captain  Clarke's  com- 
pany of  militia,  on  their  march  to  New-Jerfey,  7  dollars  and  nine 
ninetieths  : 

To  major  Blackden,  for  the  hire  of  a  fleigh  and  two  horfes  from 
Albany  to  Quebec,  cafh  expended  going  exprefs  from  general  Ar- 
nold to  Sorrell,  and  fer  a  horfe,  bridle  and  faddle,  loft  at  Decham- 
beau,  in  the  fervice  of  the  colonies,   153  dollars: 

Ordered,  That  the  above  accounts  be  paid. 

The  board  of  treafury,  to  whom  it  was  referred  to  devife  ways 
and  means  for  paying  MeiTrs.  Price  and  Hey  wood,  brought  in 
their  report;  whereupon, 

Refolved,  That  an  order  be  fent  to  general  Schuyler  and  general 
Gates,  to  pay  all  the  fpecie  that  they  may  have  in  their  hands, 
belonging  to  the  United  States,  to  Meflrs.  Price  and  Heywood,  in 
part  of  the  balance  due  to  them  from  the  faid  ftates,  and  traufmit 
an  account  thereof  to  Congrefs : 

That  the  committee  of  treafury  be  direfted  to  ufe  their  endea- 
vours to  procifre  gold  and  filver  as  quickly  as  poffible,  tp  difcharge 
the  remainder: 

That  Meflrs.  Price  and  Heywood  be  allowed  at  the  rate  of  five 
per  cent,  per  annum  intereft,  for  the  balance  that  may  be  due  to 
them,  after  deducting  the  fum  that  (hall  be  paid  them  by  generals 
Schuyler  and  Gates,  from  the  time  of  fuch  payment  until  the  faid 
balance  is  paid. 

Refolved,  That  Mr.  J.  Meafe  be  direfted  to  advance  one  month's 
pay  to  the  officers  and  men  from  Maryland,  pn  their  march  to 
the  flying  camp : 

That  the  deputy  quarter  mafter  general  be  direfted  to  fupply 
the  troops  from  Maryland  with  fuch  articles,  as  they  may  fl;and  in 
need  of,  out  of  the  fl:ores  in  his  hands  belonging  to  the  continent. 

Refolved,  That  the  five  millions  of  dollars,  lafl:  ordered  to  be 

emitted,  confiil  of  the  following  numbers  and  denominations,  vi?. 

76,923  of  30  dollars  each,     2,307,690 


76,923  of 

8  do.   - 

-   615,384 

76,923  of 

7  do. 

538,461 

76,923  of 

6  do.   - 

-   461,538 

76,924  of 

5  do.  - 

-  -  384,620 

76,923  of 

4  do. 

-   307,692 

76,923  of 

3  do.  -   - 

-  230,769 

76,923  of 

2  do. 

-   153,846 

~ 5 ,000,000 

Refoked, 
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Refolved,  That  an  order  for  2,666  dollars,  and  two  thirds  be 
drawn  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  Ludwick  Karcher,  for  the 
purpofe  of  viAualing  the  troops  marching  to  the  flying  camp,  he 
to  be  accountable. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into 
conlideration ;  whereupon, 

Refolved,  That  general  WafliingtcMi  be  informed  that  Congrefs 
have  not  received  the  treaty  between  the  ftate  of  MafTachufetts-Bay 
and  the  St.  Johns  and  Micmac  indians,  and  that  he  be  requefled 
to  fend  a  copy  thereof  : 

That  the  fecret  committee  be  direfted  to  furnifh  colonel  Wilfon 
with  23  mufltets,  22  lb.  of  powder,  and  88  lb.  of  lead,  for  the 
ufe  of  his  battalion  of  militia. 

The  faid  board  having  recommended  William  Caldwell  to  be 
paymafter  of  colonel  Baldwin's  regiment  of  continental  troops  raif- 
ed  m  Maflachufetts-Bay,  and  William  Lawrence  to  be  paymafter 
of  colonel  Shee's  battalion  of  continental  troops,  raifed  in  the  ftate 
of  Pennfylvania  : 

Re  joked,  That  they  be  accepted,  and  that  commiifions  be 
granted  to  them  accordingly. 

Refolved,  That  an  order  for  296  dollars,  and  one  third  be  paid 
to  the  order  of  Meflrs.  Simon  and  Campbell  in  full  of  a  draught  in 
their  favour  by  George  Morgan,  dated  at  Pittft)urg,  June  3d» 
1776,  and  that  the  fame  be  charged  to  the  account  of  the  com- 
millioners  for  indian  affairs  in  the  middle  department. 

Refolvedy  That  the  marine  committee  be  diredled  to  deliver  to 
James  Meafe  the  fheeting  in  their  hands  for  the  ufe  of  the  conti- 
nental troops. 

Congrefs  being  informed  that  Alexander  Rofs  is  detained  at 
Pittfburg, 

Refolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  commiflioners  for  in- 
dian affairs,  to  enquire  into  this  matter,  and  if  they  find  no  new 
caufe  for  detaining  him  fince  he  was  before  the  committee  of  Con- 
grefs, and  they  think  it  proper  that  they  permit  him  to  purfue  his 
journey  into  the  indian  country. 

Refolved,  That  a  member  be  added  to  the  committee  appointed 
jto  confider  the  application  of  the  reverend  Mr.  Leonard. 

The  member  chofen,  Mr.  Hall. 

A  letter  of  the  1 2th  from  brigadier  general  Mercer  was  read  : 

Refolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  articles  of  war,  and  after 
fome  time  fpent  thereon,  the  farther  confideration  thereof  was 
poftponed  till  to-morrow. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  ppftponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 


Wednesday 
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Wednesday,   Augujl  14,  1776. 

A  letter  of  the  12th  from  general  Wafhington  with  a  return  of 
^he  army  at  New- York,  and  fundry  oth^r  papers  inclofed  being 
received,  was  read. 

Alfo  fundry  letters  from  England  were  read. 

Refolved,  That  the  letter  from  general  Wafhington  with  the  pa-« 
pers  inclofed,  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

On  requeft  of  the  delegates  of  New- Jerfey, 

"Refolvedy  That  the  tutors  in  Princetown  college  be  detained 
from  going  to  the  flying  camp,  and  that  the  faid  tutors  be  dire6t- 
ed  to  continue  in  the  faid  college  exercifmg  their  feveral  funftions. 

The  committee  appointed  to  devife  a  plan  for  encouraging  the 
Hefiians  and  other  foreigners  to  quit  the  Britifti  fervice,  brought 
in  a  report  which  was  taken  into  confideration,  whereupon  Con-  ^ 
grefs  came  to  the  following  refolution. 

Whereas  it  has  been  the  wife  policy  of  thefe  dates  to  extend  the 
protedion  of  their  laws  to  all  thofe  who  fhould  fettle  among  them 
of  whatever  nation  or  religion  they  might  be,  and  to  admit  them 
to  a  participation  of  the  benefits  of  civil  and  religious  freedom,  and 
the  benevolence  of  this  practice  as  well  as  its  falutary  effeds  have 
rendered  it  worthy  of  being  continued  in  future  times. 

And  whereas,  his  Britannic  majefty,  in  order  to  deflroy  our 
freedom  and  happinefs  has  commenced  againfl  lis  a  cruel  and  un- 
provoked war  ;  and  unable  to  engage  Briton's  fuihcient  to  execute 
liis  fanguinary  meafures  has  applied  for  aid  to  foreign  princes, 
v^ho  are*^  in  the  habit  of  felling  the  blood  of  their  people  for  money, 
^  atid  from,  them  has  procured  and  tranfported  hither  confiderable 
numbers  of  foreigners.  And  it  is  conceived  that  fuch  foreigners, 
if  apprifed  of  the  praclice  of  thefe  flates  would  chufe  to  accept  of 
lands,  liberty,  fafety  and  a  communion  of  good  laws,  and  mild 
o-Qvernment  in  a  country  where  many  of  their  friends  and  relations 
aie  already  happily  fettled,  rather  than  continue  expofed  to  the 
toils  and  dangers  of  a  long  and  bloody  war,  waged  againft  a  peo- 
ple guilty  of  no  other  crime  than  that,  of  refufmg  to  exchange  free- 
dom for  flavery  ;  and  that  they  will  do  this  the  more  efpecially 
%vhen  they  refle6^,  that  after  they  have  violated  every  chriftian  and 
moral  precept  by  invading  and  attempting  to  deftroy  thofe  who 
have  never  injured  them  or  their  country,  their  only  reward,  if 
they  efcape  death  and  captivity,  will  be  a  return  to  the  defpotifm 
of  their  prince  to  be  by  him  again  fold  to  do  the  drudgery  of  fome 
other  enemy  to  the  rights  of  mankind. 

And  whereas  the  parliament  of  Great-Britain  have  thought  fit 
by  a  late  act,  not  only  to  invite  our  troops  to  defert  our  fervice  but 
to  direa  a  compulfion  of  our  people  taken  at  fea  to  ferve  againfl 
their  countrv.  ^ 

Refohed,  Therefore,  that  thefe  dates  v^ill  receive  all  fiich  ror- 
ein-ners  who  f]iall  leave  the  armies  of  his  Britannic  m.ajefty  in  Ame- 
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ilea,  and  fhall  chufe  to  become  members  of  any  of  thefe  ftates;  and 
they  (hall  be  protected  in  the  free  exercife  of  their  refpedlive  reli- 
gions, and  be  invefted  with  the  rights,  priviledges  and  immunities 
of  natives  as  eftablifhed  by  the  laws  of  thefe  Hates  ;  and  moreover 
that  this  Cpngrefs  will  provide  for  every  fuch  perfon  fifty  acres  of 
unappropriated  lands  in  fome  of  thefe  ftates,  to  be  held  by  him  and 
his  heirs  in  abfolute  property. 

Refolvedf  That  the  foregoing  refolution  be  committed  to  the 
committee,  who  brought  in  the  report,  and  that  they  be  direfted 
to  have  it  tranflated  into  German,  and  to  take  proper  meafures  to 
have  it  communicated  to  the  foreign  troops. 

Refolved,  That  Dr.  Franklin  be  added  to  the  faid  committee. 
The  committee  of  treafury  reported  that  there  is  due. 
To   captain  William  Rofs  for   fubfiftence  aud  ferriage  of  his 
company  of  fixty-feven  men  of  colonel  Smith's  battalion  on  their 
march  from  York  county  to  New-Jerfey,  the  fum  of  52   dollars^ 
and  forty-nine  ninetieths  : 

To  Daniel  vSmith  for  captain  Gamble's  allowance  from  26th  A- 
pril  to  loth  Auguft  inftant,  being  15  weeks,  at  2  dollars  a  week, 
the  fum  of  30  dollars  : 

To  John  Davis  for  33  days  hire  of  a.  waggon  tranfporting  the 
baggage  of  captain  Hay's  company  of  colonel  Irwin's  battalion 
from  Carlifle  to  New-York,  no  dollars,  and  for  41  meals  fupply- 
ed  captain  Thomas  Turbutt's  company  of  colonel  Wilfon's  batta- 
lion on  their  march  from  Cumberland  county  to  New-Jerfey,  the 
fum  of  4  dollars,  and  nine  ninetieths  : 

To  John  Eihenbach  for  19  meals  fupplied  recruits  of  captain 
Cluggage's  company  of  colonel  Hand's  battalion  i  dollar^  and 
eighty-one  ninetieths: 

To  colonel  Clement  Biddle  for  150  camp  kettles,  200  dollars  : 
To  Dr.  John  Coates  for  a  fet  of  furgeons  inftruments  loft  on  his^ 
march  with  general  Arnold  from  Cambridge  to  Quebec,  the  fum 
of  26  dollars,  and  fixty  ninetieths  : 

To  Sarah  Campbell  for  nurftng  and  boarding  feven  lick  men  be- 
longing to  captains  Beaty,  Benezet  and  Miller's  companies,  30 
dollars,  and  feven  ninetieths. 

Ordered^  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

A  petition  from  Eliftia  Swift  and  Adonijah  Spanborrough  was 
prefented  to  Congrefs  and  read. 

Refolvedi  That  it  be  referred  to  the  delegates  from  Pennfylvania 
and  ConneAicut. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report  which  was  taken  into  con- 
fideration  ;.  whereupon, 

Rsfolved,  That  monfieur  Weibert,  now  fcrving  in  the  continen- 
tal army  at  New-York  as  an  engineer,  be  appointed  affiftant  engi- 
neer with  the  rank  and  pay  of  lieutenant-colonel ;  and  that  his  pay 
commence  from  the  time  of  his  engaging  in  the  fervice. 

That 
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That  general  Mercer  be  direfted  to  difcharge  or  grant  furlows 
to  Jofeph  Kerr,  hatter,  a  private  of  capt.  Wills  company  in  the  firft: 
battalion  ;  and  to  Philip  Maufe,  flocking  weaver,  a  private  m  capt* 
Kling's  company  of  the  fourth  battalion  of  Philadelphia  militia  ; 
thefe  tw^o  perfons  being  applied  for  by  Mr.  Meafe,  commiffary, 
to  whom  their  fervices  are  indifpenfably  neceffary,  in  making  and 
providing  cloathing  for  the  army. 

Refolvedy  That  the  remainder  of  the  report  be  poftponed  till  to- 
morrow. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Thursday,  Augujl  15,  1776. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report  which  was  taken  into 
confide  ration  ;  whereupon, 

Refolvedi  That  James  Livingfton  having  been  appointed  a  colo- 
nel of  a  regiment  by  general  Montgomery,  have  a  colonels  com- 
mifGon  given  him,  with  orders  to  enlift  as  many  companies  of  Ca- 
nadians as  are  willing  to  engage  in  the  fervice  ;  and  that  the  com- 
mander in  chief  in  the  northern  department  be  directed  to  recom- 
mend to  Congrefs  proper  perfons  for  officers  under  him. 

The  council  of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania  having  recommended  Mr. 
Bernard  Hubley,  jun.  as  firft  lieutenant  in  the  fifth  company  of 
the  German  battalion; 

Refolvedy  That  he  be  accepted,  and  that  a  commiffion  be  grant- 
ed to  him  accordingly. 

A  petition  from  Return  Jonathan  Meigs  in  behalf  of  himfelf 
and  others,  was  prefented  to  Congrefs  and  read: 

Refohedy  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Refolvedy  That  an   order   for  30,000  dollars  be  drawn   on   the 
treafurers  in  favour  of  James  Meafe,  for  the  ufe  of  the  militia  go-  ' 
ing  to  New-Jerfey.  i 

Refohedy  That  the  fum  of  500  dollars  be  lodged  in  the  hands  of 
the  auditor-general  for  the  purpofe  of  difcharging  fmall  debts,  he 
to  be  accountable. 

Rejolvedy  That  the  fecret  committee  be  direfted  to  deliver  to 
colonel  M*Callifter  eight  ftand  of  arms  for  the  ufe  of  his  battalion, 
the  faid  com.mittee  taking  fecurity  for  the  return  of  the  faid  arms  : 

That  the  faid  committee  be  diredled  to  deliver  to  the  delegates  of 
North-Carolina,  five  tons  of  lead  for  the  ufe  of  the  troops  in  that 
ftate. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  letter  from  governor  Trumbull  of 
the  19th  July  with  fundry  depofitions  and  papers  was  referred,- 
brought  in  their  report,  which  was  read; 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  petition  from  Jeremiah  Dugan  was  prefented  and  read  : 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Congrefa 
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Congrefs  refumed  the  confideriitlon  of  the  inftruftions  given  to 
commodore  Hopkins,  his  examination  and  anfwers,  &c.  and  there- 
upon came  to  the  following  refolution: 

Rejolvedi  That  the  faid  commodore  Hopkins,  during  his  criiife 
to  the  fouthward,  did  not  pay  due  regard  to  the  tenor  of  his  in- 
ilrudlions,  whereby  he  was  exprefsly  directed  to  annoy  the  ene- 
my's (hips  upon  the  coails  of  the  fouthern  ftates  ;  and  that  his  rea^ 
fons  for  not  going  from  Providence  Immediately  to  the  Cafoliiias, 
are  by  no  means  fatisfa6lory. 

At  the  rcquefl  of  the  delegates  of  Pennfylvania  the  farther  con-^ 
fideration  of  the  report  was  poilponed  till  to-morrow. 

A  letter  of  the  14th  from  general  Wafhington,  one  from  gene- 
ral Schuyler  of  the  7th,  and  one  of  the  5th  from  general  Gates 
bein^  received,  were  read. 

Refolvedy  That  500,000  dollars  be  fent  to  Mr.  Trumbull,  depu- 
ty pay  mailer  general,  for  the  ufe  of  the  army  in  the  northern  de- 
partment. 

Rcjolvedi  That  the  fecret  committee  be  diredled  to  deliver  to 
the  order  of  the  marine  committee  fuch  ftores  by  them  importedj 
as  are  necelTary  for  the  fleet. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poflpoiieds 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Friday,   Auguft  16,   1776. 

A  letter  of  the  15  th  from  general  Wafhington  vi^as  read. 

The  board   of  treafury  who  were  appointed  to  prepare  fnllruc- 
tions  for  the  commifiionf  rs  appointed  to  fettle  the  accounts  of  the 
army   at  New-York  and  in  the  northern  department,  brought  in  a 
draught  which  v/as  read  and  agreed  to  as  follows  : 
To — 

Gentlemen,  You  are  appointed  commiffioners  by  the  Congrefs 
to  liquidate  the  accounts  of  the  army  in  You  will  therefore 

proceed  immediately  to  and  apply  to  general  to  di- 

rect all  perfons,  who  have  been  engaged  in  tranfafting  public  bufi- 
nefs  to  lay  their  accounts  before  you.  In  your  examination  you 
will  obferve  the  utmoft  exaftnefs,  taking  care  not  to  allow  any 
accounts  for  which  proper  vouchers  are  not  produced.  No  officer 
is  permitted  to  hold  two  commiffions,  confequently  is  not  to  receive 
pay  for  two. 

Every  colonel  of  a  battalion  ought  to  produce  muder  rolls  certi- 
fied by  the  mutter  matter  or  fuch  other  perfon  as  may  have  been 
appointed  by   the  commanding  officer  to  mutter  the  men,  of  th^, 
number  his  battalion  from  time  to  tinne  confifted  of. 

No  allowance  of  pay  or  rations  is  to  be  made  to  aiiy  officer  for 
men  who  have  not  been  ailually  in  the  continental  fervice. 

If  in  the  fettlement  of  thefe  accounts  you  ihall  difcover  any 
frauds  to  have  been  praflifed,  or  abiifes  committed  by  mifapplica- 
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tion  of  public  monies,  you  fhall  take  particular  notice  of  them,  and 
make  efpecial  report  to  the  committee  of  treafury.  When  you 
have  compleated  this  bufinefs  you  are  to  tranfmit  a  copy  of  your 
proceedings  with  accouiits  to  the  committee  of  treafury  to  be  by 
them  finally  adj lifted  and  difcharged. 

Ordered^  That  a  copy  be  made  out  and  delivered  to  the  refpec- 
live  commilTioners. 

Refolved^  That  the   fum  of  250,000  dollars  be  fent  to  Ebenezer  , 
Hancock,  Efq;  deputy  paymafler  general  for  the  ufe  of  the  army 
in  the  eaftern' department. 

Refolvedi  That  the  fum  of  looo  dollars  be  advanced  to  captain 
John  David  Whelper,  for  the  bounty  money,  &c.  of  his  company  ; 
he  to  be  accountable. 

A  petition  from  Dr«  Samuel  Stringer,  was  prefented  and  read  : 
Refolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  medical  committee. 
Refolvedy  That  the  medical  committee  be  impov^^ered  to  purchafc 
fuch  medicines  as  they  judge  proper  and  ufeful  for  the  army. 

Refohed,  That  a  mem.ber  be  added  to  the  committee  to  whom 
were  referred  the  letters  and  papers  refpecling  the  murder  of  Mr. 
Parfons  : 

The  member  chofen,  Mr.  J.  Adams. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  letter  from  general  Putnam  in  fa- 
vour of  the  reverend  Abiel  Leonard  was  referred,  reported, 

"  That  it  appears  from  a  further  certificate  of  general  Putnam, 
that  Mr.  Leonard  performed  the  duty  of  a  chaplain  to  other  regi- 
ments than  that  of  the  general's  for  the  fpace  of  eight  months,  for 
which  he  has  had  no  compenfation,  and  that  it  alfo  appears  that 
Mr.  Leonard's  fervices  at  that  time  in  the  army  were  very  necelfary 
and  ufeful" ;  whereupon , 

Refolvedy  That  the  fum  of  300  dollars  be  paid  to  the  faid  Mr. 
Abiel  Leonard  as  a  reward  for  his  fervices. 

Refolvedy  That  tlie  letters  received  yefterday  from  general  Wafh- 
ington,  general  Schuyler,  and  general  Gates,  be  referred  to  the 
board  of  war. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  inftruftions  given  to 
commodore  Hopkins,  his  examination  and  anfwers,  &c.  and  there- 
upon came  to  the  following  refolution  : 

Refolvedy  That  the  faid  condud  of  commodore  Hopkins  deferves 
the  cenfure  of  this  houfe,  and  this  houfe  does  accordingly  cenfure 
him. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  refolutlons  pafied  agalnft  commo- 
dore Hopkins  be  tranfmitted  to  him. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed : 
*  Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 
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Saturday,  Atiguji  17,   1776. 

A  letter  of  the  13th  from  general  Wafhington  was  read. 

The  delegates  of  New-Jeriey  laid  before  Congrefs  a  refolution 
of  their  convention,  impowering  any  one  of  them  to  reprefent  the 
faid  ilate  in  theie  words ; 

^"^   In  provincial  Congrefs,    New-Jerfey,    Burlington,    June  22, 

1776. 

Upon  the  queilion  v/bether  one  or  more  delegates  fhall  be  a 
quorum  to  reprefent  this  province  in  continental  Congrefs,  it  was 
carried  in  favour  of  one.     Extract  from  the  minutes, 

WiLLiAiw   Pater  SON,  Secretary." 

The  committee  of  treafury  reported,   that  there  is  due, 

To  John  Bates  for  187  camp  kettles  delivered  to  Clement  Bid- 
die,  deputy  quarter  matter  general,   249  dollars  : 

To  Georoe  Brmner  for  a  rifle  purchafed  by  lieutenant  Mofes 
Rawling  from  John  Piper  in  Maryland,  for  the  ufe  of  captain 
Grier's  rifle  company,  and  to  be  charged  to  the  faid  company,  10 
dollars,  and  fixty  ninetieths  : 

To  Melfrs.  Gibfon  and  Afton  for  5  rifles  furniflied  captain  Mor- 
gan's company  of  riflemen  by  perfons  in  Frederick  county,  Vir- 
ginia, and  certified  by  the  com,mittee  there,  and  to  be  charged  tQ 
the  faid  Morgan,  65  dollars,  and  thirty  ninetieths: 

To  James  Mercer  for  597  meals  furniflied  to  the  militia  on  their 
march  to  New-Jerfey,  39  dollars,  and  fixty-three  ninetieths  : 

To  William  Clayton  for  454  meals  fuppHed  the  militia  on  their 
march  to  New-Jerfey,  45  dollars,  and  thirty-fix  ninetieths: 

To  William  Allibone  for  his  expences  in  fearch  of  flint  ftones 
by  diredlion  of  the  board  of  war,  (»  dollars  : 

To  Jofeph  Hinzey  for  7  chairs'and  a  flool  for  the  ufe  of  the' 
treafury  office,    15  dollars,  and  eighteen  ninetieths: 

To  William  M'Carroli  for  the  paiTage  of  prifoners  taken  by 
captain  Barry  from  Egg-Harbour  to  Philadelphia,  with  their 
maintenance  on  the  road,  4  dollars,  and  fifty-fix  ninetieths: 

To  colonel  Henry  Haller  425  dollars,  and  thirty-nine  nine- 
tieths; of  which  fum  20  dollars  are  to  be  charged  to  captain  Nel- 
fon,  for  two  rifles  delivered  to  him  by  David  Miers ;  14  dollars, 
and  fifty  four  ninetieths  to  the  army,  for  rations  fupplicd  captain 
Nelfon's  company  ;  24  dollars  for  contingent  expences  of  three 
exprefles  ;  and  3^6  dollars,  and  feventy-five  ninetieths  for  provi- 
fions  for  the  prifoners  at  Reading  with  fire  wood,  fait,  fl:raw, 
&c.  including  39  days  fervice  of  the  faid  Haller: 

To  George  Struylys,  for  entertainment  of  the  militia  en  their 
march  to  New-Jerfey,  78  dollars,  and  fixty-four  ninetieths  : 

To  Robert  Jewell  for  fundry  bills  for  the  repair  of  the  old  gaol 
in  Philadelphia,  and  work  done  at  the  new  gaol,  178  dollars, 
and  fifty-three  ninetieths: 

Ordered^  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid  .     . 

'  The 
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The  committee  on  indian  affairs,  to  whom  fundry  letters  and 
papers  from  Pittfburg  were  referred,  having  examined  them,  laid 
the  fame  on  the  table,  and  defired  they  might  be  read,  which  was 
done. 

Refohedt  That  an  order  for  50  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  trea- 
furer,  in  favour  of  George  Morgan,  for  the  ufe  of  Peter  Long, 
for  his  fervices  in  the  indian  country. 

Refohedi  That  the  accounts  of  Geprge  Morgan,  Efg;  be  re- 
ferred to  the  board  of  treafury. 

A  letter  of  this  day  from  Martin  Johnfon,  lieutenant  of  artillery, 
was  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read;  wherein  he  defirej.  Congrefs  to 
enquire  into  the  circumftances  of  Mr.  Anflruther's  diamond  ring, 
which  he  acknowledges  he  has; — that  he  never  made  a  fecrct  of  it ; 
• — that  he  found  the  ring  fome  time  after  the  garrifon  capitulated, 
and  thought  it  to  be  a  prize  ;  and,  for  the  truth  of  what  he  aiTerts, 
refers  Congrefs  to  the  certificates  of  feveral  principal  ofticers. 

Refohedy  That  lieutenant  Martin  Johnfon  be  diredcd  to  deliver 
the  ring  to  the  fecretary  of  the  war  office,  who  is  ordered  to  fend 
the  fame  to  Mr.  Anftruther,  the  owner. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee, to  whom  was  referred  brigadier  general  Woofter's  letter, 
requeuing  an  enquiry  into  his  condudl,  while  he  had  the  honour 
of  commanding  the  continental  forces  in  Canada,  which  was  read 
as  follows: 

That  brigadier  general  Woofter  produced  copies  of  a  number  of 
letters  which  paffed  between  him  and  general  Schuyler,  and  of  his 
letters  to  Congrefs,  from  which  it  appears,  that  he,  from  time  to 
time,  gave  feafonable  and  due  notice  of  the  ftate  of  the  army  under 
his  command,  and  what  fupplies  were,  in  his  opinion,  neceffary  to 
render  the  enterprize  fiiccefsful ;  that  a  number  of  officers  and  other 
gentlemen  from  Canada,  who  were  acquainted  with  his  condu6l 
there,  and  who  happened  occafionally  to  be  in  this  city,  were  ex- 
amined before  the  committee;  to  which  letters,  and  the  minutes  of 
the  examination  of  the  witnefTes  herewith  exhibited,  the  committee 
beg  leave  to  refer  Congrefs  for  further  information,  and  report,  as 
the  opinion  of  the  committee  upon  the  whole  of  the  evidence  that 
v/as  before  them,  that  nothing  cenfurable  or  blame  worthy  appears 
againft  brigadier  general  Woofter."  .-JM 

The  report  being  again  read,  was  agreed  to.  ^ 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  vthich  was  taken  into 
confideration;  whereupon, 

Rcfohed,  That  Guitavus  Rilherg  be  appointed  affiftant  to  Cle- 
ment Biddle,  deputy  quarter  mafter  general  to  the  flying  camp, 
and  that  he  refide  at  Philadelphia. 

Rejohcdy  That  general  Wafhington  be  defired  to  propofe  an  ex- 
change of  his  Britannic  majefly's  prifoners,  captivated  at  St.  John's 
and  Chamblee,  for  thofe  in  the  fcrvice  of  the  United  States  taken 
in  Canada:  That 
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That  major  Meggs  be  exchanged  for  major  French,  and  captain 
Henry  Dearbourne  for  an  officer  of  his  rank : 

That  in  cafe  a  general  exchange  of  prifoners  (hould  not  be  agreed 
to,  that  provifion  be  made  for  fupplying  our  prifoners  in  Canada, 
\vith  neceffaries,  by  procuring  and  fending  bills  of  exchange  drawn 
by  Britifh  Oixicers,  prifoners  in  thefe  flates;  or.  If  fuch  cannpt  be 
obtained,  that  cafh  be  fent  to  them. 

Refohed,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  convention  of  Mary- 
land, to  raife  and  arm  two  battalions  upon  the  continental  elta- 
blifhment: 

That  the  men  for  the  faid  battalions  be  enlifted  to  ferve  during 
the  war,  unlefs  fooner  dilcharged  by  Congrefs: 

That  the  faid  convention  recommend  to  Congrefs  fuitable  per- 
fons  for  field  officers  of  the  faid  battalions,  and  appoint  all  the 
other  officers : 

That  the  faid  battalions  be  taken  Into  continental  pay  fo  foon  as 
they  are  armed  and  accoutred  for  fervice  and  accordingly  muftered: 

That  20,000  dollars  be  fent  to  the  faid  convention,  to  defray 
the  expences  of  railing  the  faid  battalions;  to  be  accounted  for  to 

Colonel  Biddle  having,  by  order  of  general  Mercer,  applied 
for  the  following  articles,  viz.  500  firelocks  vs^ith  bayonets,  500 
bayonets  with  fcabbards  of  different  fizes,  200  fpare  ramrods,  4000 
priming  wires  and  20,000  flints: 

RefrJved,  That  Mr.  J.  Meafe,  commlffary,  be  direfted  to  pro- 
vide and  deliver  to  colonel  Biddle,  or  his  order,  the  above  articles, 
or  as  many  of  them  as  can  be  procured. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed; 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

Monday,  Auguft  19,   1776. 

A  letter  of  the  12th  from  general  Wafhington,  v^n'th  the  pro- 
ceedings and  judgment  of  a  court  martial  againfl;  colonel  Donald 
Campbell,  inclofed,  was  read: 

Refolvedi  That  the  proceedings  and  judgment  of  the  court  mar- 
tial be  fent  to  gen.  Schuyler  for  his  approbation  or  difapprobation. 

Another  letter  of  the  14th  from  general  Walhington,  with  pa- 
pers inclofed,  relative  to  Mr.  Nubile,  a  foreigner,  was  read: 

Refched,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter  of  the  14th.  from  commodore  Hopkins,  was  read; 
whereupon, 

Refolvedy  That  commodore  Hopkins  be  direfted  to  repair  to 
Rhode-Iiland,  and  take  the  command  of  the  fleet  formerly  put 
under  his  care. 

A  letter  of  the  19th,  from  lieutenant  M.  Johnfon,  w^as  read; 
whereupon, 

Refolved,  That  the  fl:oppage  of  lieutenant  M.  Johnfon's  pay  be 
takeri  ofl',  and  that  he  receive  what  is  due  to  him.  A  letter 
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A  letter  of  the  T9th,  from  brigadier  general  Wooller,  was  reads 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  board  of  war  having^  recommended  captain  James  Chapman 
to  be  major  of  colonel  T^'ler's  battalion,  and  captain  Thomas  Dyer 
to  be  major  of  colonel  Durkee's: 

Refolvedi  That  they  be  accepted,  and  that  commifiions  be  grant- 
ed to  them  accordingly. 

Refolved,  That  the  board  of  treafiiry  be  impowered  to  employ 
another  prefs  to  print  the  bills  of  credit,  and  that  Matthew  Clark- 
fon  and  Walter  Shee,  Efqrs.  be  appointed  fuperintendants  of  the 
prefs,  in  addition  to  thofe  already  appointed  for  that  fervice. 

A  petition  from  Chapman  Afh^ir  was  prefented  to  Congrefs  and 
read. 

The  committee  on  indian  affairs,  to  whom  the  letters  from  the 
commilTioners  in  the  middle  and  fouthern  departments  were  refer- 
red, brought  in  a  report,  whi^h  was  taken  into  confideration ; 
whereupon, 

Refohedy  That  it  be  left  to  the  difcretion  of  the  commiflioners 
in  the  middle  department,  to  poftpone  the  holding  the  treaty  with 
the  Indians  in  their  department,  to  fuch  time  as  they  think  beft; 
and  that,  if  by  continuing  at  Pittfburg  in  the  mean  while,  they 
are  of  opinion  they  (hall  be  able  to  bring  the  Indians  into  a  friendly 
difpofition  and  to  rer.der  the  treaty  more  general,  they  be  defired 
to  continue  there : 

That  the  invitation  given  by  the  faid  commiflioners  to  fuch  of 
the  fix  nations  of  indians,  as  live  on  the  waters  of  the  Ohio,  to 
attend  the  faid  treaty,  be  approved : 

That  the  faid  commiflioners  be  inftrufted  to  make  diligent  en- 
quiry into  the  murder  lately  committed  by  indians,  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Pittfburg,  on  one  Crav/ford,  and  that  as  foon  as  they 
difcover  by  v/hom  the  fame  was  committed,  they  demand  due  pu- 
niflim^nt  on  the  offender  or  offenders,  which  being  granted,  this 
Congrefs  will  not  confider  the  fame  as  a  national  aft: 

That  the  faid  commiflioners  invite  fuch  of  the  indian  chiefs  and 
warriors  of  their  department,  as  they  think  beft,  to  vifit  Congrefs 
at  Philadelphia,  after  the  conclufion  of  the  treaty  with  them  : 

That  the  foilowinf^  extract  from  the  fpeech  of  Logan,  an  indian 
chief,  be  tranfmitted  to  the  commifTioners  for  the  middle  depart- 
:nent,  viz.  "  We  ftill  hear  bad  news.  Conneodico  andfomeofus 
are  conftantly  threatened.  And  the  Bearikin,  a  trader  from  Penn- 
fylvania,  amongfl  others,  fays,  a  great  reward  is  offered  to  any 
perfon,  who  will  take  or  entice  either  of  us  to  Pittfburg,  where 
we  are  to  be  hanged  up  like  dogs  by  the  Big  Knife.  This  being 
true,  how  can  we  think  of  what  is  good.  That  it  is  true  we  have 
no  doubt,  and  you  may  depend  on  it,  that  the  Bearflcin  told  Me- 
topfica  every  word  of  what  1  have  mentioned."  And  that  they  be 
directed  to  do  ail  in  their  power  to  remove  every  jealoufy  of  the 

United 
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United  States  or  either  of  them  from  the  minds  of  the  indians. 
A.nd  as  it  may  poffibly  happen,  that  the  perfons  concerned  in  the 
Indian  trade,  in  order  to  ingrofs  to  themfelves  or  to  the  traders  of 
their  own  ftate  the  whole  of  the  faid  indian  trade,  may  by  falfe 
fuggeftions  endeavour  to  poifon  the  minds  of  the  faid  indians  and 
render  them  inimical  to  any  other  ftate,  and  to  involve  fuch  ftate 
in  an  indian  war,  that  it  be  therefore  recommended  to  the  aflera- 
blies  and.  conventions  of  the  feveral  ftates,  from  which  trade  is  car- 
ried on  with  the  indians,  that  they  take  the  mdft  eiIe<Si:ual  mea- 
fures  to  prevent  the  traders  of  their  refpeftive  ftates  from  purfuing 
a  practice  fo  dang;erous  to  the  peace  of  the  United  States  : 

That  fo  much  of  the  indian  fpeech  as  relates  to  the  Nantikokeg 
be  fent  to  the  convention  of  Maryland,  and  that  they  be  requefted 
to  give  Congrefs  fuch  information  upon  the  fdbjcti  as  they  can  ob- 
tain : 

That  agreeable  to  the  propofition  from  the  commifiioners  for  in- 
dian affairs  in  the  fouthern  department, Mr.Galphin  and  Mr.Ray  be 
defired  to  invite  fuch  of  the  head  men  of  the  Creeks,  as  they  ihall 
think  expedient  to  vilit  Congrefs  at  Philade]phia,and  that  Mr.  Gal- 
phin  or  Mr.Ray  be  requefted  to  attend  them  hither,  and  that  Con- 
grefs will  defray  the  expences  of  fuch  journey. 

Refolved,  That  the  part  of  the  report  refpe6ling  the  neutrality 
of  the  indians  be  poftponed. 

Refolved^  That  the  fum  of  1200  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  eom» 
milTioners  appointed  to  audit  and  fettle  the  accounts  of  the  army  at 
New- York,  and  in  the  northern  department;  they  to  be  account- 
able. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  articles  of  war  as  re- 
vifed  by  the  committee  for  that  purpofe  appointed,  and  after  fome 
time  fpent  thereon,  the  farther  confideration  thereof  was  poftponed. 

Refolved^  That  captain  Archibald  Hamilton  be  permitted  to  re- 
fide  at  New-Brunfvvick,  until  the  farther  orders  of  Congrefs. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  from  Eliflia 
Swift,  &c.  brought  in  their  report. 

The   committee  of  treafury  reported,   that  there  is  due. 

To  Jacob  Vanderhyden  for  cloathing  fupplied  the  army  in  Ca- 
nada, viz.  Captain  Ten  Eyck's  company,  £  256  :  15  :  5  ;  to 
captain  John  Vilher's  company,  £  188  :  14:  5  ;  to  captain  John 
Vifgar,  ;^  34:  6:6;  to  captain  John  Graim,  ;^  52:  o:  7;  to 
general  Arnold  for  the  army,  ^  4 :  19:  o;  for  fnoes  purchafed 
by  order  of  the  commiftioners  of  Congrefs,  £21:  12:  o;  the 
whole  amounting  to  £  595  :  7  :  11,  lawful  money,  equal  to  1984 
dollars  and  iifty-nine  ninetieths  : 

To  George  Morgan,  Efq;  for  the  balance  of  his  account  for 
fundries  fupplied  for  the  middle  department,  to  be  charged  to  the 
commiffioners  for  indian  affairs  in  the  faid  department,  377  dol- 
lars, and  feventy-five  ninetieths: 

"  ^  ■  To 
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To  Robert  Irwin  for  the  hire  of  four  teams  and  their  ferriage  to 
New-York,    162  dollars,  and  twenty  ninetieths  : 

To  Chriftian  Vogt  for  116  meals  fupplled  the  troops  on  their 
march  to  Nevv-Jerfev,  7  dollars,  and  thirty-three  ninetieths  ;  and 
that  the  fame  be  paid  to  George  Hufnagel  : 

To  George  Hufnagel  for  666  meals  fupplied  the  troops  on  their 
march  to  New-Jerfey,  42  dollars,  and  twenty-five  ninetieths  : 

To  colonel  Jeremiah  Dugan  for  the  balance  of  his  account  for 
fupplies  to  the  army  in  Canada,  exclufive  of  fundry  articles  for 
which  he  has  produced  no  vouchers,  698  dollars,  and  forty-five 
ninetieths : 

Ordered^  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed: 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Tuesday,  Auguft  20 ,  ^776' 

A  letter  of  the  iSth  from  general  Wafhington  with  fundry  pa- 
pers inclofed,  was  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read. 

Refohedi  That  the   fame   be  referred  to  a  committee  of  five  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  JeiTerfon,  Mr.  Franklin,  Mr.  Rut- 
ledge,  Mr.  J.  Adams,  and  Mr.  Hooper. 

A  petition  from  Harduin  Mertii  t  was  read  and  referred  to  the 
Canada  committee. 

The  committee  to  whom  vi^as  referred  the  petition  from  Dr. 
Stringer,  brought  in  their  report,  which  was  taken  into  confide- 
ration  ;  whereupon, 

Refohedi  That  Dr.  Morgan  was  appointed  director  general  and 
phyfician  In  chief  of  the  American  hofpltal : 

That  Dr.  Stringer  was  appointed  director  and  phyfician  of  the 
hofpltal  in  the  northern  department  only  : 

That  every  dlredlor  of  a  hofpltal  poffefres  the  exclufive  right  of 
acpointing  furgeons  and  hofpltal  ofRcers  of  all  kinds,  agreeable  to 
the  refolutions  of  Congrefs  of  the  17th  of  July  in  his  own  depart- 
ment, unlefs  otherwife  direfted  by  Congrefs  : 

That  Dr.  Stringer  be  authorifed  to  appoint  a  furgeon  for  the 
fleet  novf  fitting  out  upon  the  lakes  : 

That  adruggift  be  appointed  in  Philadelphia,  whofe  bufinefs  It 
fliall  be  to  receive  and  deliver  all  medicines,  Inllruments  and  fhop 
furniture  for  the  benefit  of  the  United  States  : 

That  a  falary  of  30  dollars  a  month  be  paid  to  the  faid  druggift 
forhis  labour. 

Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  drugglft,  and  the  bal- 
lots being  taken.  Dr.  William  Smith  was  elefted. 

The  board  of  treafury  reported,    that  there  is  due, 

To  Jofeph  Haight  for  fundry  fupplies  of  provifions  and  wood 
for  the  prifoners  at  Burlington,  from  the  loth  June  to  the  i8th 
July  laft,  277  dollars,  and  thirty-ii:i:  ninetieths;  Ordefedi 
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Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  paid. 

A  letter  from  Meafe  and  Caldwell  v/as  laid  before  Congrefs  and 
read; 

Refolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Walton,  Mr.  Morris,  and  Mr,  Payne: 

Congrefs  refolved  itlelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  to  take 
into  their  farther  confideration  the  articles  of  confederation,  and 
after  fome  time  the  prefident  refuraed  the  chair,  and  Mr  Morton 
reported  that  the  committee  having  had  under  confideration  the 
articles  of  confederation,  have  gone  through  the  fame,  and  agreed 
to  fundry  articles,  which  he  was  ordered  to  fubmjt  to  Congrefs. 

The  report  of  the  committee  beinsj  read; 

Ordered,  That  eighty  copies  of  the  articles  of  confederation  as 
reported  from  the  committee  of  the  whole,  be  printed  under  the 
fame  injunctions  as  the  former  articles,  and  delivered  to  the  mem- 
bers under  the  like  inftruftions  as  formerly. 

Refolved,  That  Mr.  Hamilton  Young  be  permitted  to  refide  in 
Pennfylvania,  until  the  farther  orders  of  Congrefs. 
'     The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  deyice  for  a  great  feal  for 
the  United  States,  brought  in  the  fame  with  an  explanation  thereof: 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  letter  of  the  J9th  from  general  Wafhington  was  read. 

Information  being  given  to  Congrefs  that  the  crews  of  forae  of 
the  American  veffels  have  rifen  againft  their  captains,  and  pirati- 
cally feized  the  veffels,  and  that  one  of  them  being  carried  into 
England,  the  pirates  have  been  publickly  countenanced,  and  the 
veffel  and  cargo  taken  by  adminiilration  and  fent  to  vi6lual  their 
fleet  and  army  in  America: 

Refolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  enquire 
into  the  circumftances  of  the  captures  and  report  thereon  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Franklin,  Mr.  Morris,  and  Mr.  Jef- 
ferfon. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed  : 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Wednesday,  Augiifl  2jj   1776. 
A  petition  from  Prudehome  la  Juneffe  was  read  and  referred  to 
the  board  of  war. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  memorial  of  Samuel  Holden  Par- 
fons  was  referred,  brought  in  their  report  which  was  read ;  where- 
upon, 

Refolved,  That  Bazil  Bouderot  mentioned  in  the  faid  memorial 

[  be  fent   to  the   ftate  of  MaiTachufetts-Bay,  and  there  delivered  to 

I   the  council    of  the  faid  ftate,  and  that  it  be   recom.mended  to  the 

faid  council  to  proceed  againft  the  faid  Bazil  Bouderot  according 

to  the  laws  of  their  ftate  ;  but  if  they  have  no  law  by  which  crimes 

committed  out  of  their  ftate  may  be  tried  within  the  fame,  that 

Vol.  II.  S  s  then 
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then  they  confine  the  faid  Bafil  Bouderot,  until  the  fituatioa  of 
public  affairs  will  admit  his  being  removed  to  Nova-Scotia,  where 
the  crime  is  ailedged  to  have  been  committed,  and  there  fubmltted 
to  a  fair  trial,  according  to  the  ancient  lavv^s  of  that  province. 

The  committee,  to  whom  part  of  the  report  from  the  committee 
on  fples  was  re-committed,  having  brought  in  a  report,  the  fame 
was  taken  into  confideration  ;  whereupon, 

Refolvedy  That  all  perfons  not  members  of  nor  owing  allegiance 
to  any  of  the  United  States  of  America,  as  defcribed  in  a  refolution 
of  CoHgrefs  of  the  24th  of  June  laft,  who  {hall  be  found  lurking 
as  fpies  in  or  about  the  fortifications  or  encampments  of  the  armies 
of  the  United  States,  or  of  any  of  them,  fnall  fuffer  death  accord- 
ing to  the  law  and  ufage  of  nations,  by  fentence  of  a  court  martial, 
or  fuch  other  punifhment  as  fuch  court  martial  fnall  direct. 

Ordered,  TLat  the  above  refolution  be  printed  at  the  end  of  the 
rules  and  articles  of  war. 

Refolved,  That  500,000  dollars  be  fent  to  the  pay-mafter  general 
for  the  ufe  of  the  army  at  New- York. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  v;as  taken  into 
confideration ;  whereupon, 

Refohed,  That  the  cannon  committee  be  direfiied  to  contra(E^  for 
the  immediate  cafting  of  fix  6  pounders,  fix  12  pounders,  four  8 
inch  howitzers,  four  6  inch  howitzers  and  6  cohorn  mortars,  to  be 
made  of  brafs,  if  a  fufficient  quantity  of  that  metal  can  be  pro- 
cured; if  net,  to  becaft  of  iron,  and  fent,  as  foon  as  pofTible,  to 
general  Gates  for  the  ufe  of  the  northern  army,  and  that  the  faid 
committee  provide  alfo  carriages  and  every  thing  neceffary  to  com- 
pleat  the  faid  artillery  for  fervice; 

That  major  general  Ward  be  authorifed  and  requefted,  if  his 
health  will  permit,  to  continue  in  the  command  of  the  forces,  in 
the  fervice  of  the  United  States,  in  the  eaftern  department,  until 
farther  orders :  .         ^ 

That  the  cannon  committee  be  authorifed  to  poffefs  themfelves 
of  the  copper  faid  to  be  at  New-London,  belonging  to  the  United 
States. 

Refohed,  That  colonel  Henry  Knox  be  authorifed  to  draw  upon 
the  pay-mafter  general  for  money  fufRcientto  pay  for  any  qimntity 
of  copper  that  can  be  procured  for  the  ufe  of  the  United  States ; 
he  to  render  an  account  of  the  fums  drawn  for,  and  the  copper, 
purchafed.  > 

Refohedy  That  the  letter  from  general  Wafhington  read  yefter« 
day,  and  that  of  the  12th,  with  the  papers  inclofed,  be  referred  to 
the  board  of  war.  ' 

A  letter  to  the  committee  of  fecret  correfpondence  was  read. 

Refolvcd,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  revife  the 
refolutions  of  Congrefs,  refpedling  the  place  where  prizes  are  to  be 
carried  into,  and  to  bring  in  fuch  farther  refolutions  as  to  them 
ihall  feem  proper:  The 
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The  members  chofen,  Mr,  JefFerfon,  Mr.  Moms  and  Mr.  J, 
Adams. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed  : 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Thursday,  Aiigiiji  22,  1776. 

A  letter  of  the  20th  from  general  Wafhington,  inclofing  a  copy 
of  major  Bigelow's  journal,  and  general  Carleton's  order  of  the 
fourth  of  Auguft;  alfo,  a  letter  of  the  i6th  from  general  Schuy- 
Jer,  were  read. 

Refolved,  That  the  letter  froni  general  Wafhington,  with  the 
papers  inclofed,  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war: 

That  the  letter  from  general  Schuyler  be  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee on  the  mifcarriages  in  Canada. 

The  prefident  laid  before  Congrefs  a  warrant  for  apprehending 
Thomas  Reed,  Patrick  Ballantine  and  Robert  Gilmore,  and  in- 
formed that,  in  confequence  thereof,  a  party  of  light  horfe  have 
brought  the  prifoners  to  Philadelphia,  where  they  are  confined  un- 
der a  guard,  at  the  indian  queen  tavern: 

Refolvedi  That  the  prifoners  be  fent  for  examination  to  the  coun- 
cil of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania. 

Refoivedi  That  i/j.00,  dollars  be  paid  to  Alexander  Tod,  it  being 
in  full  of  an  order  in  his  favour,  drawn  by  George  Morgan,  for 
goods  purchafed  for  the  treaty  at  Pittfburg,  and  that  the  fame  be 
charged  to  the  accounts  of  the  commiffioners  for  indian  affairs  in 

o ,  -       ■  ■  ■■  ... 

the  middle  department. 

Refolvedy  That  an  order  for  2Q00  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  trea- 
furer,  in  favour  of  colonelMark  Bird,  who  has  contra6led  to  cafl 
cannon  for  the  United  States ;  he  to  be  accountable. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  read: 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  letter  from  general  Wafhington  of 
the  1 8th  was  referred,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  read; 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Congrefs  then  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to 
take  into  coniideration  the  formiof  a  treaty,  and  after  fome  time, 
the  prefident  refumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Nelfon  reported,  that 
the  committee  have  had  under  conlideration  the  matter  to  them  re- 
ferred, but  not  having  had  time  to  go  through  the  fame,  defired 
leave  to  fit  again. 

Refohedi  That  Congrefs  will  to-morrow  refolve  itfelf  into  a  com- 
mittee of  the  whole,  to  take  into  confideration  the  plan  of  foreigu 
treaties. 

A  letter  of  the  i8th,  from  the  council  of  fafety  of  Maryland, 
was  read;  whereupon, 

Refolved^  That  26,666  dollars  and  two-thirds  be  advanced  to  the 
council  of  fafety  of  Maryland,  for  the  ufe  of  the  troops  raifed  for 
the  flying  gampj  they  to  be  accountable.  A  letter 
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A  letter  from  brigadier  general  Lewis ;  alfo,  a  letter  from  the 
committee  of  Carlille,  in  Pennfylvania,  inclofing  a  memorial  from 
the  officers,  prifoners  there,  were  read  and  referred  to  the  board 
of  war. 

The  marine  committee  having  recommended  Dudley  Saltonftall 
to  the  command  of  the  frigate  Trumbull;  Jonathan  Maltbay,  firft 
lieutenant,  and  David  Phipps  to  be  fecond  lieutenant  of  the  faid 
fvigate  ;  VvTilfon  to  be  firft  lieutenant  of  the  Wafliington,  and 

John  Nicbolfon  to  be  fecond  lieutenant  of  ditto;  John  Hodge  to 
command  the  Montgomery  frigate  at  New-York  : 

Rcfoived^  That  they  be  accepted,  and  commiffions  granted  to 
them  accordingly, 

Refohed,  That  the  fecret  committee  be  directed  to  deliver  to 
major  Nichols  a  number  of  muil<;ets  fufficient  to  arm  the  marines 
lender  his  command  in  this  city. 

The  committee  of  treafury  reported,  that  there  is  due. 

To  Robert  Jewell,  for  a  writing  deHv,  ftools,  &c.  for  the  board 
of  war,  the  fum  of  31  dollars  and  fixty  ninetieths; 

To  John  Bates,  for  120  camp-kettles  delivered  to  deputy  quar- 
ter-mafter  general  C.  Biddle,    160  dollars: 

To  John  Bogart,  for  the  expences  of  burying  a  foldier  of  capt, 
Harman's  company,  and  for  maintenance  and  nurfing  of  him  and 
one  other  foldier  belonging  to  captain  Willct's  company,  both  of 
the  firft  Pennfylvania  battalion,  19  dollars  and  thirty  ninetieths ; 
and  for  the  expence  of  guards  efcorting  powder,  &c.  5  dollars  and 
thirty-one  ninetieths;  both  amounting  to  24  dollars  and  fixty-one 
ninetieths,  and  to  be  paid  to  Jofeph  Burrell : 

To  Ofwald  Eve,  for  furveying  the  inlets  to  the  northward  of 
Cape  May,  by  order  of  a  committee  of  Congrefs,  224  dollars  and 
iifty-five  ninetieths: 

To  Richard  Bache,  Stephen  Pafchall  and  Michael  Hillegas,  for 
fuperintending  the  prefs  from  December  the  13th,  1775,  ^^  ^^' 
bruary  the  3d,  1776,  in  printing  the  fecond  emiffion  of  continen- 
tal bills  of  credit,  and  of  the  ten  thoufand  dollars  ftruck  for  the 
purpofe  of  exchanging  torn  and  ragged  bills,  45  days  each,^t  two 
dollars,  ap-reeable  to  a  refolve  of  Congrefs,  270  dollars; 

To  James  Budden,  for  hire  of  waggons  and  expences  of  prifon- 
ers, &c.  to  Reading  and  Carlille,  164  dollars  and  fifty-four  nine= 
tieihs  : 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  jday  referred,  being  poftponed: 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow, 

Fridav,  Auguft  2'i^^   177^' 
A  letter  of  the  21ft  from  general  Wafhington,  inclofing  a  copy 
of  a  Ittt'.r  from  him  to  lord  Howe,  together  with  his  lordfhip's 
anfwer,  was  read: 

Refohed., 
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Refohed,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  the  board  of  vyar,  with 
prders  to  publilh  the  general's  letter  to  lord  Howe,  and  his  lord- 
fhip's  anfwer. 

A  petition  from  William  Holton  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
marine  committee. 

A  petition  from  James  M'Kenry  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
medical  committee. 

A  petition  from  Lewis  Prahl,  gunfmith,  was  read;  praying 
that  the  workmen  in  his  manufactory  may  be  exempted  from  going 
to  the  flying  camp,  and  that  two  of  his  workmen^  who  have  en? 
lifted,  may  be  difcharged  : 

B.efolved^  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  granted. 

The  delegates  from  Pennfylvania  and  Connecticut,  to  whom  the 
application  from  the  convention  of  Pennfylvania,  and  the  inhabi- 
tants fettled  under  Conne6:icut  in  the  town  of  Weilmoreland,  was 
referred,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  confideration; 
whereupon, 

Refohed^  That  fix  companies,  on  the  continental  eftablifliment, 
be  raifed  in  Pennfylvania,  and  polled  along  the  frontiers  of  the 
counties  of  Northumberland  and  parts  adjacent,  till  further  orders 
.o£  Congrefs: 

That  fuitable  perfons  be  recommended  to  Congrefs,  by  the  con- 
vention of  Pennfylvania,  for  a  lieutenant  colonel  and  major,  tQ 
command  the  faid  forces,  and  that  the  faid  convention  appoint  the 
captains  and  fubalterns  : 

That  two  companies,  on  the  continental  eftablifhment,  be  raifed 
in  the  town  of  Weilmoreland,  and  ftationed  in  proper  places  for 
the  defence  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  faid  town  and  parts  adjacent, 
till  farther  orders  of  Congrefs  ;  the  commiffioned  officers  of  the  faid 
two  companies  to  be  immediately  appointed  by  Congrefs  : 

That  the  pay  of  the  men  to  be  raifed  as  aforefaid,  commence 
when  they  are  armed  and  muitered,  and  that  they  be  liable  to  ferve 
in  any  part  of  the  United  States,  when  ordered  by  Congrefs: 

That  the  faid  troops  be  enlifled  to  ferve  during  the  war,  unlefs 
fooner  difcharged  by  Congrefs. 

Refolved^  That  any  number  of  troops  ordered  into  the  fervice  of 
the  continent  by  Maryland,  above  the  quota  of  that  ft  ate,  be  takea 
into  continental  pay. 

A  letter  from  Mr.  Temple  of  Charleftown  in  Mafrachufetts^ 
Bay,  was  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read  : 

Refohed,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Hooper,  Mr.  Heyward,  and  Mr. 
Stone. 

Refclved,  That  an  order  for  30,000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  trea- 
furer,  in  favour  of  Mr.  James  Meafe  for  the  public  fervice  ;  he  to 
be  accountable. 

Congrefs  refuraed  the  confideratlon  of  the  report  from  the  ma- 
fine  committee ;  whereuponj  Rejolvsd^ 
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Refolved,  That  the  marine  committee  be  authorifed  and  impow- 
ered  to  purchafe  materials  in  all  fuch  parts  of  America  as  they  may 
think  proper,  for  building  more  ftiips  of  war,  and  that  the  faid 
committee  report  to  Congrefs  a  plan  of  the  fhips  that  ftioqld  be 
built  in  addition  to  the  prefen^  navy. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed  : 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

Monday,  Augufi  26,  1776. 

Three  letters  of  the  2  2d  and  23d  from  general  Wafhingtoi} 
with  fundry  papers  inclofed  ;  a  letter  from  William  Finnie,  depu- 
ty quarter  mafter  general  of  the  fouthern  department,  were  read, 
and  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter  of  the  i8th  from  general  Schuyler  was  read,  and  the 
fame,  together  with  the  minutes  of  the  treaty  held  with  the  In- 
dians at  the  German  Flats,  were  referred  to  the  Handing  committee 
on  Indian  affairs. 

A  letter  from  William  Coxe  and  others,  owners  of  three  priva- 
teers fitlinp-  out  in  Philadelphia,  was  read  and  referred  to  the  ma- 
rine committee. 

A  petition  from  George  Meafam  was  read  and  referred  to  the 
board  of  war. 

Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  ele6lion  of  fundry  officers,nwhen  Jo- 
nathan Dayton  was  eleded  regimeiital  paymafter  of  colonel  Day- 
ton's battalion.  Robert  Durkee  and  Samuel  Ranfom,  captains  of 
the  two  companies  ordered  to  be  raifed  in  the  town  of  Weftmore- 
]and.  James  Wellis  and  Perin  Rofs,  firfl  lieutenants.  Alhael 
Buck  and  Simon  Spalding,  fecond  lieutenants ;  and  Heman  Swift 
and  Mathew  Hollomback,  enligns  of  the  faid  companies. 

On  application  from  the  convention  of  the  ftate  of  Pennfylvania, 

Refolved,  That  100,000  dollars  be  lent  to  the  faid  convention  of 
Pennfylvania,  to  be  put  into  the  hands  of  the  council  of  fafety; 
the  faid  ftate  to  be  accountable. 

Refohed,  That  the  fecret  committee  be  direfted  to  fend  to  cap- 
tain Durkee,  200  lb.  of  powder,  and  a  proportionable  quantity 
of  lead  for  the  ufe  of  the  two  Weftmoreland  companies. 

Refilvedi  That  an  order  for  500  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  trea- 
furer,  in  favour  of  Mr.  Philip  Schuyler,  in  full  for  500  lb.  of 
powder  purchased  on  the  eaftern  fhore,  for  the  ufe  of  the  conti- 
nental forces. 

Refohed,  That  the  prefident  be  impowered  to  give  orders  for 
the  payment  of  the  bills  drawn  by  the  treafurers  of  North-Carolina 
for  the  ufe  of  the  continental  forces  in  that  ftate. 

On  application  of  the  parties, 

Refohed,  That  the  hearing  and  determining  upon  the  appeal  a- 
<yainft  the  verdift  and  judgment  pafted  upon  the  fchooner  Thiftlc 
be  farther  poftponed  to  Monday  the  9th  of  September  next. 

A  petition 


Au(?usT,  177^.  327 

A  petition  from  fundry  paper-makers  was  prefented  to  Congrefa 
and  read,  praying  that  Nathan  Sellers  an  aflbciator  in  colonel  Paf- 
chaiPs  battalion,  may  be  ordered  back  from  New- Jerfey,  to  make 
and  jyrepare  moulds,  walhers  and  utenfils  for  carrying  on  the  pa- 
per manufactory  : 

Refolvedt  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  granted. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  report  of  the  committee  on  difabled  fol- 
diers  and  feamen,  and  came  to  the  following  refolutions  : 

Whereas,  In  the  courfe  of  the  prefent  war,  fome  commlflioned 
and  non -commlflioned  officers  of  the  army  and  navy,  as  alfo  pri- 
vate foldiers, marines  and  feamen,  may  lofe  a  limb,  or  be  otherwife 
fo  difabled  as  to  prevent  their  ferving  in  the  army  or  navy,  or 
getting  their  livelihood,  and  may  Hand  in  need  of  relief  : 

Refolvedy  That  every  commlflioned  officer,  non-commiflioned 
officer  and  private  foldierj  who  fhall  lofe  a  limb  in  any  engage- 
mient,  or  be  fo  difabled  in  the  fervice  of  the  United  States  of  A- 
merica,  as  to  render  him  Incapable  afterwards  of  getting  a  liveli- 
hood, fhall  receive  during  his  life  or  the  continuance  of  fuch  difa- 
bility,  the  one  half  of  his  monthly  pay  from  and  after  the  time 
that  his  pay  as  an  officer  or  foldier  ceafes  ;  to  be  paid  by  the  com- 
mittee as  hereafter  mentioned  : 

That  every  commander  of  any  fhip  of  war  or  a:rmed  veflel,  com- 
mlflioned officer,  warrant  officer,  marine  or  feaman  belonging  to 
the  United  States  of  America,  who  fhall  lofe  a  limb  in  any  en- 
gagement in  which  no  prize  fhall  be  taken,  or  be  therein  other- 
wife  fo  difabled  as  to  be  rendered  incapable  of  getting  a  livelihood, 
Ihall  receive,  during  his  life  or  the  continuance  of  fuch  difabllity, 
the  one  half  of  his  monthly  pay  from  and  after  the  time  that  his 
pay  as  an  officer  or  marine,  or  feaman,  ceafes ;  to  be  paid  as  hereaf-* 
ter  mentioned.  But  In  cafe  a  prize  fhall  be  taken  at  the  time  fuch 
lots  of  limb  or  other  difabllity  fliall  happen,  then  fuch  fum,  as  he 
may  receive  out  of  the  net  profits  of  fuch  prize,  before  a  dividend 
is  made  of  the  fame,  agreeable  to  former  orders  of  Congrefs,  fhall 
be  confidered  as  part  of  his  half  pay,  and  computed  accordingly  : 

That  every  commiffioned  officer,  non-commiffioned  officer,  and 
private  foldier  in  the  army,  and  every  commander,  commiffion  of- 
ficer, warrant  officer,  marine  or  feaman  of  any  of  the  fhips  of  war, 
or  armed  veflels  belonging  to  the  United  States  of  America,  who 
fhall  be  wounded  in  any  engagement  fo  as  to  be  rendered  incapable 
of  ferving  in  the  army  or  navy,  though  not  totally  difabled  from 
getting  a  livelihood,  fhall  receive  fuch  monthly  fum  as  fhall  be 
judged  adequate  by  the  affembly  or  other  reprefentative  body  of 
the  flate  where  he  belongs  or  refides,  upon  application  to  them  for 
that  purpofe,  provided  the  fame  doth  not  exceed  his  half  pay. 

Provided  that  no  commiffioned  officer,  non-commiflioned  officer 
and  private  foldier  In  the  army,  commander,  commiffion  officer, 
warrant  officer,  marine  or  feaman  of  any  of  the  fhips  of  war  or 

armed 
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armed  velTels  belonging  to  the  United  States  of  America,  who 
fhall  be  wounded  or  dii'abled  as  aforefaid,  fliall  be  entitled  to  his 
half  pay  or  other  allowance,  unlefs  he  produce  to  the  committee 
or  officer  appointed  to  receive  the  fame  in  the  Hate  where  he  re- 
fides  or  belongs,  or  to  the  afiembly  or  legiflative  body  of  fuch 
iiate,  a  certificate  from  the  commanding  officer,  who  was  in  the 
fame  engagement  in  which  he  was  fo  wounded,  or  in  cafe  of  his 
death,  from  fome  other  officer  of  the  fame  corps,  and  the  furgeon 
that  attended  him,  or  a  certificate  from  the  commander  of  the  fhip 
of  war  or  armed  veffel  engaged  in  the  a<3:ion  in  which  any  officer, 
marine  or  feaman  received  his  wound,  and  from  the  furgeon  who 
attended  him,  of  the  name  of  the  perfon  fo  wounded,  his  office, 
rank,  department,  regiment,  company,  fhip  of  war,  or  armed 
■veiTel  to  which  he  belonged,  his  office  or  rank  therein,  the  nature 
of  his  wound,  and  in  what  aftion  or  engagement  he  received  it  : 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  feveral  alTemblies  or  legiflative 
bodies  of  the  United  States  of  America,  to  appoint  fome  perfon 
or  perfons  in  their  refpeclive  flates,  who  fhall  receive  and  examine 
all  fuch  certificates,  as  may  be  prefented  to  them  and  regifter  the 
fame  in  a  book,  and  alfo  what  fupport  is  adjudged  by  the  affem- 
bly  or  legiflative  body  of  their  ftate  to  thofe,  whofe  cafe  requires 
but  a  partial  fupport,  and  alfo  of  the  payment  from  time  to  time 
of  every  half  pay  and  other  allowance,  and  of  the  death  of  fuch 
difabled  perfon,  or  ceafing  of  fuch  allovv^ance,  and  fhall  make  a 
fair  and  regular  report  of  the  fame  quarterly  to  the  fecretary  of 
Congrefs  or  board  of  war,  where  a  feparate  record  fhall  be  kept 
of  the  fame : 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  affemblies  or  legiflative  bodies 
of  the  feveral  ftates,  to  caufe  payment  to  be  made  of  all  fucl>  half 
pay  or  other  allov/ances  as  Ihall  be  adjudged  due  to  the  perfons  a- 
forenamed,  on  account  of  the  United  States. 

Provided  that  all  fuch  officers  and  foldiersthat  may  be  entitled 
to  the  aforefaid  penfion,  and  are  found  to  be  capable  of  doing 
guard  or  garrifon  duty,  fnall  be  formed  into  a  corps  of  invalidsj 
and  fubjedt  to  the  faid  duty  ;  and  all  officers,  marines  and  feamen 
of  the  navy  who  fiiall  be  entitled  to  the  penfion  aforefaid,  and  fhall 
be  found  capable  of  doing  any  duty  on  board  the  navy  or  any  de- 
partment thereof,  fnall  be  liable  to  be  fo  employed  : 
Ordered^  That  the  above  be  publifhed. 

The  medical  committee,  to  whom  Dr.  M'Kenry's  petition  was 
referred,  brought  in  a  report;  whereupon, 

Re/ohed,  That  Congrefs  have  a  proper  fenfe  of  the  merit  and 
fervices  of  Dr.  M' Henry,  and  recommend  it  to  the  diredors  of  the 
different  hofpitals  belonging  to  the  United  States,  to  appoint  Dr. 
M' Henry  to  the  firit  vacancy,  that  fliail  happen,  of  a  furgeon's 
birth  in  any  of  the  faid  hofpitals. 

A  letter 
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A  letter  of  the  2 2d,  from  colonel  James  Wil Ton,  was  read,  and 
refrrred  to  Mr.  JefFerfon,  Mr.  Franklin  and  Mr.  J,  Adams. 
The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed : 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Tuesday,  Auguft  27,   1776. 

A  letter  of  the  23d,  from  general  Mercer,  was  read  and  referred 
to  the  board  of  war. 

A  petition  from  Pelatiah  Webiler  was  prefented  to  Congrefs  and 
read ;  praying  leave  to  fell  the  floop  Betfy,  belonging  to  Abiel 
Wood  of  Pownalborough,  in  the  province  of  Maine;  from  felling 
of  which  he  is  reftrained  by  the  committee  of  infpediion  of  the  city 
and  liberties  of  Philadelphia,  on  account  of  exceptions  taken  to  the 
political  charadler  of  the  owner  ;  whereupon, 

Refolved,  That  the  petitioner  have  leave  to  fell  the  fald  floop;  the 
money  arifing  from  the  fale  to  be  lodged  in  the  hands  of  the  afTem*. 
bly  of  MafTachufet's  Bay,  and  by  them  difpofed  of  in  the  famd 
manner  as  the  other  ellate  of  the  owner* 

Refolved,  That  Zebulon  Butler,  Efq;  be  appointed  to  fupply 
the  two  companies,  ordered  to  be  raifed  in  the  town  of  Weftmore- 
land,  with  provifions,  and  that  he  be  allowed  therefor,  at  the  rate 
of  one-twelfth  part  of  a  dollar  per  ration,  until  farther  order  of 
Congrefs.  ^ 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  w*hich  was  taken  into 
coufideration;  whereupon, 

Refolved.,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  legiflature  of  the  com- 
monwealth of  Virginia,  to  provide  cloathing  for  the  continental 
troops  raifed  in  that  flate  ;  the  expence  of  the  faid  cloathing  to  be 
paid  out  of  the  continental  military  cheft  for  the  fouthern  depart- 
ment, and  dedu<5ted  out  of  the  foldiers  pay : 

That  Mr.  Meafam  who  petitions  to  be  provided  for  on  the  fcore 
of  his  having  ferved  in  Canada,  and  alfo  defires  payment  of  an  ac- 
count ai^ainft  the  continent,  be  referred  to  the  treafury  board  for  a 
fettlement  of  his  account. 

Refolved,  That  the  fecret  committee  be  direfted  to  deliver  to  th*e 
Maryland  troops  fuch  arms  as  are  in  their  pofTeflion,  belonging  to 
the  continent,  and  not  already  appropriated;  the  ftate  of  Mary- 
land to  be  accountable  for  fuch  arms  delivered  to  their  troops. 

The  committee,  to  whom  the  letter  from  colonel  "Wilfon  was 
teferred,  brought  in  a  report^  which  \\'as  taken  into  confideration  ; 
whereupon  Congrefs  came  to  the  following  refolutions : 

Congrefs  proceeding;  to  take  into  farther  confideraticn  the  expe- 
diency of  invitinp-,  from  the  iervice  of  his  Britannic  majefty,  fuch 
foreigners  as  are  engaged  thereiuj  and  expelling  thiat,  among  the 
officers  having  command  in  the  faid  foreign  corps,  there  may  be 
many  of  liberal  minds,  poiTeffincr  juft  fentiments  of  the  rights  of 
human  nature,  and  of  the  ineftimable  value  of  freedom,  who  may 
'  Vol.  II.  T  t  be 
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be  prompted  to  renounce  fo  di {honourable  a  fervlce  by  the  feelings 
of  humanity  and  a  juil  indignation  at  the  office,  to  which  they  are 
devoted  by  an  infamous  contradt  between  two  arbitrary  fovereigns, 
and  at  the  infult  offered  them,  by  compelling  them  to  wage  war 
again  ft  an  innocent  people,  who  never  offended  them,  nor  the  na- 
tion to  which  they  belong,  but  are  only  contending  for  their  juft 
rights ;  and  willing  to  tender  to  them  alfo,  as  they  had  before  done 
to  the  foldiers  of  their  corps,  a  participation  of  the  bleffings  of 
peace,  liberty,  property  and  mild  government: 

Rejblvedy  That  this  Congrefs  will  give  to  all  fuch  of  the  faid  fo- 
reign ofScers,  as  (hall  leave  the  armies  of  his  Britannic  majefty  in 
America,  and  chufe  to  become  citizens  of  thefe  ftates,  unappro- 
priated lands  in  the  following  quantities  and  proportions,  to  them 
and  their  heirs  in  abfolute  dominion;  to  a  colonel,  looo  acres;  to 
a  lieutenant  colonel,  800  acres;  to  a  major,  600  acres ;  to  a  captain, 
400  acres;  to  a  lieutenant,  300  acres;  to  an  enfign,  200  acres;  to 
every  non-coramif!ioned,  100  acres,  and  to  eve-ry  other  officer  or 
perfon  employed  in  the  faid  forigign  corps,  and  whofe  office  or  em- 
ployment is  not  here  fpecifically  named,  in  the  like  proportion  to 
their  rank  or  pay  in  the  faid  corps;  and  moreover,  that  where  any 
officers  (hall  bring  with  them  a  number  of  the  faid  foreign  foldiergl, 
this  Congrefs,  befides  the  lands  before  promifed  to  the  faid  officers 
and  foldiers,  will  give  to  fuch  officers  further  rewards  proportioned 
to  the  numbers  they  fhall  bring  over,  and  fuited  to  the  nature  of 
their  wants.  Provided,  that  fuch  foreign  officers  or  foldiers  fhall 
come  over  from  the  armies  of  his  Britannic  majefty,  before  thefe 
offers  fhall  be  recalled. 

Refohed^  That  this  Congrefs  agrees  to  the  propofition  from 
general  Howe,  that,  in  exchange  of  prifoners,  the  choice  fhall  be 
made  by  the  refpeclive  com.maiiders  for  their  own  officers  and  men ;, 
provided  the  refpedlive  commanders  fhall  alfo  have  a  right  to  make 
choice  what  citizens  fhall  be  given  in  exchange  by  the  other. 

Congrefs  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take 
into  confideration  the  plan  of  foreign  treaties,  and  after  fome  time, 
the  prefident  refumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Nelfon  reported,  that  the 
commi'Ltee  have  gone  through  the  fame,  and  made  fundry  amend- 
ments therein.  ^ 

Refohedi  That  the  plan  of  treaties,  with  the  amendments,  be 
referred  to  the  committee  who  brought  in  the  original  plan,  m 
order  to  draw  up  inftruftions  purfuant  to  the  amendments  made 
by  the  committee  of  the  whole  : 

That  two  members  be  added  to  the  faid  committee: 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee  and  Mr.  Wilfon, 

A  petition  from  the  deputy  commifTary  general  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Sundry  members  of  the  committee  appointed  to  revlfe  the  jour- 
nals, and  fuperintend  the  printing  thereof,  being  abfent : 

Refohedi 
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Refohed,  That  four  members  be  added  to  the  faid  committee, 
^nd  that  any  two  be  a  quorum: 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Heyward,  Mr.  Hooper,  Mr.  Wil- 
jiams  and  Mr.  Walton. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed  : 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to- morro!w« 

Wednesday,  Augufi  28,,   1776. 

A  letter  of  the  26th  from  general  Wafhington,  inclofnag  a  copy 
of  a  letter  to  him  from  lord  Drummond;  alfo  a  letter  of  the  27thj, 
from  captain  Wade,  were  read. 

Refolvedi  That  the  letter  from  .captain  Wade  be  referred  to  the 
board  of  treafury,  and  that  they  be  directed  to  f?rid  him  IQO  dol- 
lars; for  whi^h  he  is  to  be  accountable. 

A  petition  from  Jacob  Bankfou,  and  one  from  Jean  Langeay, 
were  read  and  referred  to  the  board  oi  war. 

Refolved,  That  an  order  for  500,000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the 
treafurer,  in  favour  of  the  marine  committee,  who  are  to  be  ac- 
countable for  the  e;i{:peiiditure  thereof. 

Refolvedy  That  an  order  for  5000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  trea- 
furer, in  favour  of  the  delegates  of  Georgia,  for  the  purpofe  of 
purchafing  rifles  for  the  troops  ordered  to  be  raifed  for  the  defence 
of  that  ftate,  and  for  defraying  the  expences  of  their  march  to 
Georgia ;  the  faid  delegates  to  be  accouutable  for  the  expenditure 
thereof. 

Congrefs  being  informed^  that  one  of  the  Virginia  battalions 
was  on  their  march  to  New-Jerfey,  and  that  they  intend  to  pafs 
through  York-town  and  Philadelphia : 

Refolvedy  That  the  commanding  ofRcer  of  the  faid  battalion  be 
direded  to  march  from  York- town,  by  the  nearefl  route,  to  Newr 
Jerfey ;  .there  to  be  fubje6l  to  the  orders  of  general  Wafhington.  ■ 

The  marine  committee  having  recommended  Jofeph  Greenway 
to  be  third  lieutenant  on  board  the  Delaware  frigate  commanded 
by  Charles  Alexander,  Efq; 

Refohedy  That  he  be  accepted,  and  a  commiiTion  granted  to  him 
accordingly. 

A  petition  from  Jacob  Fowler  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Standing  committee  for  indian  affairs. 

Rejolvedy  That  the  marine  committee  be  diredled  to  lend  ten 
bolts  of  light  duck  to  the  delegates  of  Maryland,  for  the  ufe  of 
the  troops  from  that  fiate  ;  provided  the  fame  can  be  done  without 
prejudicing  the  marine  fervice. 

Refolvedy  That  an  order  for  312  dollars  and  twenty-four  njnetir 
eths  be  drawn  on  the  treafurer,  in  favour  of  the  medical  committee; 
the  fame  being  for  a  box  of  rhubarb  bought  by  them  of  Pelatiah 
Webfler. 

The  delegates  of  Virginia  produced  new  credentials  of  their  ap- 
,^pintment,  which  were  read,  as  follows :  *<  V irg  i  n  1  a. 
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**  Virginia,  fct.     In  Convention,  Thurfday,  Jane  20,  1776, 

'*  The  convention  proceeded  according  to  the  order  of  the  day. 
to  the  appointnjent  of  delegates  to  reprefent  this  colony  in  General 
Congrefs,  and  the  members  having  prepared  tickets,  and  put  the 
fame  into'  the  ballot-box,  Mr.  Treafurer,  Mr.  George  Mafon, 
JMr.  Blair,  Mr.  Holt  and  Mr.  Henry  Tazewell,  were  appointed  a 
committee  to  examine  the  fame,  and  report  upon  whom  the  majo- 
rity falls  ;  and  it  appearing  from  the  report  of  the  committee,  that 
the  majority  was  in  favour  of  George  Wythe,  Thomas  Nelfon, 
Richard  Henry  Lee,  Thomas  Jefferfon  and  Francis  Lightfoot 
Lee,  Efqrs;  Refolved  therefore,  that  the  faid  George  Vv7"ythe, 
Thomas  Nelfon,  Richard  Henry  Lee,  Thomas  Jefferfon  and 
Francis  Lightfoot  Lee,  Efqrs;  be,  and  they  are  hereby  appoint- 
ed delegates,  to  reprefent  this  colony  in  general  Congrefs  for  one 
year,  froni  the  i  ith  of  Auguil  next. 

"    Refohedy  That  any  three  of  the  faid  delegates  be  a  fufficient 
number  to  reprefent  this  colony  in  the  faid  general  Congrefs. 
A  copy.  John   Tazewell,  Clk.  Conv." 

The  committee  to  whom  the  letter  from  Meafe  and  Caldwell 
was  referred,  brought  in  their  report,  which  was  taken  into  confi- 
deration  ;  whereupon, 

Refohedy  That  500  lb.  of  gunpowder  be  delivered  to  the  faid 
Meafe  and  Caldwell,  for  the  purpofe  of  procuring  deerilcins  to 
make  breeches  for  the  foldiery  in  the  fervice  of  the  United  States, 
they  to  be  accountable  : 

That  the  fecret  committee  be  dire6led  to  fall  upon  proper  ways 
and  means  of  procuring  a  further  fupply  of  deer  Hdns  for  the  like 
purpofe  from  Georgia  and  South-Carolina. 

The  committee  to  Vv^hom  was  referred  the  letter  from  Harriot 
Temple  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  coniideration  ; 
whereupon, 

Refolved,  That  upon  the  faid  Harriot's  producing  to  the  quarter 
mailer  general  an  account  of  the  trees  which  were  cut  down  upon 
the  farm  of  Robert  Temple,  Efq;  for  the  purpofe  of  fupplying 
the  continental  army  with  wood  for  firing,  or  for  the  purpofes  of 
fortifications,  fo  far  as  from  the  nature  of  the  circumftances  fuch 
deftruction  can  be  afcertained  by  her,  the  quarter  mailer  general 
of  the  continental  army  fhall  make  her  a  juft  compenfation  for  the 
fame,  in  fuch  manner  as  other  perfons  have  been  paid  who  have 
fupplied  the  army  with  wood  for  thefe  purpofes,  and  the  quarter- 
mailer  general  in  his  accounts  fhall  be  allowed  for  the  fame  by  this 
Congrefs. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  committee 
for  enquiring  into,  and  re<flifying  the  defedls  in  the  powder  many- 
fa6lured  for  the  United  States  ;  and  thereupon, 

Refolved,  That  there  be -an  infpe6lor  or  infpedlors  fufficiently 
qualified  to  judge  the  goodnefs  of  gunpowder,  who  fhall  examine 

every 
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every  caflc  of  c^unpowder  manufaftured,  or  to  be  purchafed  on  ac- 
count of  the  United  States,  by  the  moil  approved  method  of  af- 
ccrtaining  the  quality  of  gunpowder,  the  faid  infpeftor  or  infpec- 
tors  to  receive  one  eighth  part  of  a  dollar  for  every  hundred 
v/eight  of  powder  he  or  they  (hall  fo  examine  : 

That  no  gunpowder  be  received  into  the  public  magazine  for  tlj« 
ufe  of  the  United  States  of  America,  or  delivered  from  the  pow- 
der mills  for  that  purpofe,  but  fuch  as  has  been  approved  of  by  th« 
public  infpector,  as  to  its  quicknefs  in  firing,  ilrength,  drynef^ 
and  other  neceffary  qualities  : 

That  the  infpeftor  mark  each  cailv  approved,  with  the  letters 
U.  S.  Aw  and  fuch  other  marks  as  are  neeelfary  to  diilinguifli  the 
feveral  forts  of  gunpowder  : 

That  every  maker  of  gunpowder  mark  every  cafic  in  which  he 
fhall  pack  his  gunpowder,  with  the  firfl;  letters  of  his  name  : 

That  gunpowder  be  put  into  no  cailcs  but  fuch  as  are  well  fea« 
foned  and  dry  : 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  legiflatures  of  the  feveral  ftates 
of  America,  to  caufe  fuitable  infpeciors  to  be  appointed  to  exa- 
mine and  determine  the  quality  of  all  gunpowder  manufa6lured 
within  their  jurifdiction,  and  that  no  perfon  be  allowed  to  vend  a- 
ny.  gunpowder  manufactured  in  any  of  the  iiatcs  of  America,  un- 
Jefs  the  fame  in  the  judgment  of  fuch  infpeftor  fhall  be  of  fufii- 
cient  quality  ;  and  to  make  fuch  laws  for  executing  this,  or  any  o- 
ther  regulations  for  promoting  the  manufacture  of  good  gunpow- 
der as  to  them  may  feem  mod  convenient. 

Congrefs  then  proceeded  to  the  eledlon  of  an  infpeclor  of  gun- 
powder, and  the  ballots  being  taken, 

Rober  Towers  was  chofen. 

Refohedi  That  500,000  dollars  be  fent  to  the  pay  mafter  general 
at  New-York : 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  pollponed  : 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Thursday,   Juguft  29,  1776. 

A  letter  of  the  27th  from  R.  H,  Harrifon  the  general's  fecreta- 
ry,  and  one  of  the  28th  from  general  Mercer,  both  giving  an  ac- 
count of  an  aftion  on  Long-Ifland  on  the  27th,  were  read  and  re- 
ferred to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter  of  the  28th  from  Richard  Dallam,  deputy  paymailer 
general  for  the  flying  camp,  was  alfo  read  ;  whereupon, 

Refihed^  That  an  order  for  ic,ooo  dollars  be  drawn  on  tlie 
treafurer  in  favour  of  Guilavus  Riiherg,  and  that  the  fame  be 
charged  to  the  account  of  Mr.  Dallam  : 

That  the  letter  from  Mr.  Dallam  be  referred  to  the  board  of 
treafury. 

It 
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It  being  reprefented  by  Dr.  Franklin,  one  oi  the  late  commif= 
lioners  to  Canada,  that  monfieur  Bernard  Moufac  de  la  Marquific 
had  a  commiffion  given  to  him  by  the  faid  commiflioners,  to  be  a 
captain  and  engineer  in  one  of  the  regiments  to  be  raifed  there, 
and  that  he  loit  his  commiffion  with  his  baggage  at  Chamblee ;  it 
^as  thereupon, 

Refolvedy  That  a  new  commiffion  be  granted  to  him. 

A  letter  of  the  3d  from  lord  Stirling  was  read  and  referred  to 
^he  cannon  committee. 

The  marine  committee  having  recommended  Alpheus  Rice  to 
be  tirfl  lieutenant  of  marines  on  board  the  brig  Hajnden,  comnjaii- 
ded  by  Hoyfted  Hacker,  Efq; 

Refolved,  That  he  be  accepted,  and  a  commiffion  granted  to 
him  accordinglye 

The  committee  appointed  to  confider  the  claims  of  Canadians, 
who  have  been  in  the  fervice  of  the  continent ;  reported. 

That  Samuel  Morrifon  who  appears  by  the  certificates  of  lieute- 
nant-colonels Williams  and  Brown  to  have  been  at  the  fiege  of 
Quebec  two  months  and  fix  days,  and  to  have  rendered  efTential 
fervice  In  feyeral  capacities,  and  had  been  promifed  a  commiffion 
of  captain,  which  he  never  received,  be  allowed  the  fum  of  40  dol- 
lars in  full  for  his  faid  fer vices  : 

That  the  petition  of  Hardouen  Merlet  for  a  penfion,  in  cdnfide- 
ration  of  his  fervices,  not  being  fuppprted  by  any  certificate,  a 
voucher  relating  to  fuch  fervices,  no  allowance  can,  at  prefent 
properly  be  made  to  him  : 

That  there  be  paid  to  Francis  Bpurlgnon  the  fum  of  45  dollars 
and  one  third,  due  to  him  for  his  fervice  as  a  private  three  months, 
and  as  a  ferjeant  four  months  in  colonel  H^zen's  and  colonel 
Brown's  regiments  : 

The  faid  report  being  read,  was  agreed  to. 

A  letter  of  the  2d  from  general  Lee  at  Charleftown  with  an  In- 
tercepted  letter  inclofed,  was  read. 

Refolvedy  That  Mr.  J.  Meafe  be  dlre6led  to  provide  proper 
cloathlng  for  the  German  battalion,  and  alfo  for  the  two  Virginia 
battalions  on  their  march  to  New- York,  the  coft  of  which  cloath- 
ing  to  be  dedudled  out  of  the  pay  of  the  men  by  lloppages. 

Refolved,  That  the   fecret  committee   be   direfted   to   provide^ 
proper   arms  for  the  German  battalion,  and   In  cafe  they  cannot  * 
ptherways  provide  arms,  that  they  be  impowered  to  apply  to  this 
.  purpofe  thofe  ordered  to  be  put  into  the  hands  of  the  marines  : 

That  the  faid  committee  be  direded  to  deliver  to  Mr.  James 
Meafe,  the  bale  of  cloths  In  their  pofleffion  for  the  public  fervice, 
he  to  be  accountable  : 

That  the  faid  committee  be  direded  to  Import  the  medicines 
prdered  by  the  medical  committee. 

The, 
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The  committee  of  treafury  reported,  that  there  is  due, 
To  Jofeph  Sheerer,  for  account  of  captain  Cowden,  for  60^ 
rations  due  to  his  company  of  militia,  at  the  time  of  their  march 
from  Lancafter  county  on  their  way  to  New-Jerfey,  54  dollars  and 
four  ninetieths : 

To  Jofeph  Sheerer^  for  account  of  captain  James  Murray,  for 
700  rations  due  to  his  company  of  militia,  at  the  time  of  their 
march  from  Lancafter  county  on  their  way  to  Ncw-Jerfey,  61 
dollars  and  twenty  ninetieths  : 

To  Richard  Chiney,  for  131 1  meals  fupplied  the  militia,  o^ 
their  march  to  New-Jerfey,   122  dollars  and  lixty-fix  ninetieths: 

To  David  Jones,  for  his  pay  as  chaplain  to  the  third  and  fourtl^f 
Pennfylvania  battalions,  from  the  13th  of  June  to  the  29th  of 
Auguft  inclufive,  84  dollars  and  forty  ninetieths : 

To  Jofiah  Fiflenden,  for  fervices  as  an  exprefs,  including  horfc- 
hife  and  travelling  expences,  89  dollars: 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  accoimts  be  paid. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  \^'^3  taken  into 
confideration ;  whereupon, 

Refohed,  That  George  Meafam,  Efq;  be  continued  in  the  office 
of  fuperinteadant  commiffary  of  ftores,  except  artillery  ftores,for 
the  northern  army,  with  the  pay  of  33  dollars  and  ©he-tnird  pel? 
month. 

Refolvedy  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  devife  ways 
and  means  of  regulating  the  poft-ofBce,  and  of  eftabllfhing  advice 
boats  between-  the  fouthern  colonies  and  Philadelphia,  lb  as  to- 
facilitate  and  expedite  the  conveying  intelligence  from  one  part  of 
the  continent  to  another  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Hey  ward,  Mr.  Jefferfon'  and  Mr.- 
Morris. 

Refohedi  That  the  letter  inclofed  in  that  of  general  Lee's  of  the 
2d,  and  which  was  found  on  Long-Ifland  in  South-Garolina,  be 
publiftied. 

A  letter  from  Monf.  Le  Chevalier  Saurelle  was  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  board  of  war. 

Refohedy  That  the  committee,  to  whom  the  plan  of  treaties, 
with  the  amendments,  was  re-committed,  be  impowered  to  pre- 
pare fuch  farther  inftru6lions  as  to  them  fhall  feem  proper,  and 
make  report  thereof  to  Congrefs. 

The  feveral  matters  to- this  day  referred,  being  poilponed; 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-iporrow. 

Friday,  Auguft  30,   1776. 
A  letter  of  the  29th  from  general  Waihington,  and  one  of  the 
2 2d  from  governor  Trumbull,  were  read. 

Refolvedf  That  the  letter  from  governor  Trumbull  be  referred  tO" 
the  board  of  treafary. 

JUfohcdr 
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Refolvsd,  That  the  cluck,  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Green  at  Rhode- 
IHand,  be  made  up  into  tents,  and  forwarded,  with  all  poffible 
expedition,  to  general  Waihington. 

Rdolved^  That  Mr.  J.  Meafe  be  directed  to  pnrchafe  all  the 
linen,  in  this  city,  fuitable  for  tents,  and  have  the  fame  made  up 
as;  foon  as  poffible,  and  report  to  Congrefs  immediately  the  quan- 
tity that  can  be  procured. 

A  memorial  from  David  White,  of  the  county  of  Summerfet  in 
New-Jerfey,  was  prefented  to  Congrefs  and  read  ;  whereupon, 

Refolvedi  That  from  the  ftate  of  fafts  in  the  faid  memorial,  Con^ 
rrefs  have  no  objeftion  to  Mr.  White's  being  excufed  from  bearing 
arms,  but  remit  the  fame  to  the  affembly  of  New-Jerfey,  to  whom 
the  enquiry  and  determination  properly  belong. 

A  memorial  from  Mr.  Kofciuflco  was  read  and  referred  to  the 
board  of  war. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  committee  on 
rrovernor  Trumbull's  letter  of  the  19th  of  July,  and  after  debate, 
the  report  wa&  re-committed  for  the  purpofe  of  ilating  the  fafts  and 
circumilances,  which  induced  governor  Trumbull  to  ftop  the  vef- 
fels  going  out  of  the  found. 

"ii^'he committee  for  regulating  the  poft-oiUce,  brought  in  their 
report,  which  was  taken  into  confideration  ;  whereupon, 

RefGlvedi'Th^X  the  communication  of  intelligence  with  frequency 
and  difDatch,  ffom  one  part  to  another  of  this  extenfive  continent, 
is  eflentially  requifite  to  its  fafety;  that  therefore,  there  be  em- 
ployed, on  the  public  poft-roads,  a  rider  for  every  twenty-five  or 
thirty  rniles,  whofe  bufinefs  it  (hall  be  to  proceed  through  his  ftage 
tbree  times  in  every  week,  fetting  out  immediately  on  receipt  of  the 
mail,  and  travelling  with  the  fame,  by  night  and  by  day,  without 
flopping,  until  he  iliall  have  delivered  it  to  the  next  rider;  and  that 
the  poft-mafter  general  be  defired,  cither  by  the  ufe  of  way-bills, 
€ir  by  fuch  other  means  as  he  fhall  find  moft  efficacious,  to  prevent 
delays  in  the  riders,  or  to  difcover  where  they  happen,  that  fuch 
dilatory  riders  may  be  difcharged. 

A.nd  as  it  is  requifite  that  the  deputy  pofl-mafters  fhould  attend 
vr\\.\\  pundluality  at  their  feveral  offices  for  the  receipt  and  delivery 
of  letters  : 

Re/ohed,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  afTemblies  and  conven- 
tions of  thefe  ilates,  to  conlider  how  far  it  may  be  confident  with 
the  poiicv  and  the  good  of  their  refpetlive  ilates,  to  excufe  fuch 
deputy  pofi-maflers  from  thofc  public  duties,  which  may  call  them 
from  attendance  at  their  offices,  and  to  proceed  therein  as  to  their 
wifdom  (lia!/  feem  bed. 

Refjhsd,  That  three  advice-boats  becftabli/hed  ;  one  to  ply  be- 
twreTi  the  date  of  North-Carolina  and  fuch  port  as  ffiall  be  mod 
convenient  to  the  place  at  whicli  the  Congrefs  diall  be  fitting;  one 
ether  between  the  date  of  South-Carolina  and  the  faid  port,  and 

one 
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one  other  between  the  flate  of  Georgia  and  the  fame  port ;  that 
fuch  advice-boats  be  armed  and  put  under  the  direction  of  the  fe- 
cret  committee,  who  are  impowered  to  freight  them  with  fuch 
merchandizes  or  commodities  as,  without  retarding  their  paffage, 
may,  together  with  the  ufual  poilage  on  letters,  and  other  papers 
tranfmitted  by  them,  contribute  to  defray  the  expences  of  the:  laid 
boats. 

The  convention  of  New- York  having  reprefented  that,  for  Xvant 
of  blackfmiths,  they  arc  greatly  delayed  in  obftru6ling  the  paffage 
of  Hudfon's  river,  in  the  highlands,  which  is  an  object  of  great 
importance: 

Refolvedi  That  the  convention  of  New-York  be  impowered  to 
employ,  for  the  purpofe  aforefaid,  the  blackfmiths  that  are  noW" 
engaged  in  building  the  continental  frigates  at  Poiighkepfie. 

The  committee,  to  whom  the  petition  of  William  OBell  and  com- 
pany was  referred,  brought  in  their  report,  which  was  taken  into 
conlideration ;  whereupon, 

Refohed,  That  it  be  recommended  to  governor  Trumbull  to 
permit  the  Hoop  Freemafon,  Epaphros  Mygat,  mailer,  with  her 
cargo,  belonging  to  the  petitioners,  to  proceed  on  her  voyage  to 
the  ifland  of  St.  Euftatia,  fo  foon  as  the  faid  mafter  fhall  judsge  fh^ 
may  fail,  without  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy  on  the  coaft= 

The  committee  appointed  to  enquire  into  the  claims  of  fundry 
Canadians,  report,  that  there  is  due, 

To  Andrew  Pepin,  for  two  months  fervices  as  a  captain ^  and 
fix  months  fervices  as  a  lieutenant,  together  with  rations  during 
the  time  of  his  faid  fervices,  201  dollars  and  one-third: 

To  James  Pillieur,  for  five  months  fervices  as  a  private,  and 
three  months  fervices  as  a  lieutenant,  together  with  one  ration  a 
day,  during  the  faid  three  months,  99  dollars  and  one-third: 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  reported,  that  there  is  due, 

To  Melchior  Meng,  for  waggon  and  horfe-hire,  carrying  mo- 
ney to  New- York,  efcorted  by  Mr.  Fullerton  and  others,  the  fum 
of  28  dollars  and  four  ninetieths: 

To  John  Bates,  for  150  camp  kettles  delivered  to  Clement  Bid- 
die,  deputy  quarter-mailer  general,  200  dollars: 

To  Jacob  Pliltzheimer,  for  cxprefTes  to  Albany,  New--York, 
Bofton,  Burlington,  &c.  between  the  iith  of  May  and  13th  of 
Auguft,  1776,  and  for  keeping  a  continental  horfe,  the  fum  of 
537  dollars  and  fixty  ninetieths; 

To  captain  John  Thacher,  for  the  pay  of  his  independaht  com- 
pany, in  the  fervice  of  the  United  States,  at  New- York,  under 
general  Lee,  405  dollars  and  nine  ninetieths; 

To  George  Haas,  for  conveying  money  to  Albany,  2i  days,  at 
2  dollars,  and  expences  of  himfeli,  horfe-hire  and  ferriages,  100 
dollars  and  feventy-one  ninetieths,    and  for  carriage  of  captain 

Vol.  II.  Uu  Gamble's 
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Gamble*s  baggage  from  Philadelphia  to  Reading,  i6  dollars;  the 
whole  Ii6  dollars  and  feventy-one  ninetieths: 

To  Robert  Jewell,  333  dollars  and  fixty-tvvo  ninetieths,  viz.  for 
his  account  for  entertaining  prifoners  in  gaol,  from  the  23d  of  July 
to  the  20th  of  Auguft  inclufive,  234  dollars  and  fixty  ninetieths; 
for  his  account  for  entertaining  ten  deferters,  from  the  23d  of  July 
to  the  20th  of  Auguft,  42  dollars  and  eighty-live  ninetieths,  and 
his  account  for  making  three  pine  tables,  two  pine  deflcs,  a  book- 
cafe,  fign-board,  &c.  for  treafury  board,  61  dollars  and  fixty-nine 
ii'iietieths: 

To  William  Clayton,  for  303  meals  of  victuals  fuppli^d  the  mi- 
litia on  their  march  to  New-Jerfey,  30  dollars  and  twenty-feven 
ninetieths: 

To  Thomas  Cheefman,  for  carriage  of  32 cwt.  lib.  3qrs.  falt- 
petre,  from  Egg-harbour  to  Cooper's  ferry,  oppofite  to  Philadel- 
phia,  22  dollars  and  fifty-two  ninetieths: 

Ordered^  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed : 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 


Saturday,  Augujl 'x^iy  1776. 


A  letter  of  the  25th,  from  major  general  Schuyler  at  Albany, 
was  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read. 

The  fevei-al  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed: 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

Monday,  September  2,   1776. 

A  letter  of  the  51ft  of  Auguft,  from  general  Wafhington,  in- 
clofing  the  determination  of  a  council  of  v^ar,  and  the  reafons  for 
quitting  Long-Ifland,  and  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  lord  Stirling: 

Alfo,  one  of  the  25d  from  general  Gates,  with  fundry  papers 
inclofed ;  one  from  fundry  field  officers  in  the  army  at  Ticonde- 
roga,  dated  the  19th  of  Auguft,  with  the  proceedings  between  a 
court  martial  and  brigadier  general  Arnold: 

Alfo,  a  letter  of  the  23d  from  captain  John  Nelfon,  and  one 
from  Benjamin  Harrifon,  jun.  deputy  pay-mafter  general,  with 
his  weekly  account,  were  read  and  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Congrefs  being  informed,  that  general  Sullivan  was  come  to 
Philadelphia,  with  a  defign  to  communicate  a  meffage  from  lord 
Howe : 

Orderedy  That  he  be  admitted  and  heard  before  Congrefs. 

A  petition  from  Michael  Fitzgerald;  one  from  John  Weitzel, 
and  one  from  James  Paul  Govert,  were  read,  and  referred  to  the 
board  of  war. 

A  petition  from  Peter  Didhery  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
medical  committee. 

A  letter  from  William  Baufman,  of  Lancafter,  was  read;  where- 
upon, Refohsd, 
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Refolved,  Thaf  an  order  for  1333  dollars  and  one-third  be  drawn 
on  the  treafurer,  in  favour  of  the  committee  of  Lancafter,  for  de- 
fraying the  expence  of  the  barracks  ordered  to  be  built  in  that 
borough;  the  laid  committee  to  be  accountable. 

Refolved,  That  an  order  for  4577  dollars  and  fixty-three  nine- 
tieths be  drawn  on  the  treafurer,  in  favour  of  Francis  Lewis,  Efq; 
and  charged  to  the  account  of  Jonathan  Trumbull,  deputy  pay- 
mafter  general;  the  fame  being  for  fo  much  paid  by  Mr.  Lewis's 
ord<r  to  the  faid  J.  Trumbull. 

A  memorial  from  Francis  Guillot  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
marine  committee. 

The  committee,  to  whom  was  re-committed  the  report  for 
afcertaining  the  value  of  the  feveral  fpecies  of  gold  and  filver  coins 
current  in  thefe  dates,  and  the  proportion  they  and  each  of  them 
ought  to  bear  to  Spanifh  milled  dollars,  brought  in  their  report, 
which  was  read : 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  petition  from  the  officers  of  the  i^lrtHid  2d  Vireinia  battalion 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Refolved^  That  an  order  for  30,000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  trea- 
furer, in  favour  of  J.  Meafe,  for  the  public  fervice;  he  to  be  ac- 
countable. 

General  Sullivan  being  admitted,  delivered  a  verbal  meflage  he 
had  in  charge  from  lord  Howe,  which  he  was  defired  to  reduce  to 
writing,  and  then  withdrew. 

Refolved t  That  an  order  for  120,000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the 
treafurer,  in  favour  of  the  delegates  of  Rhode- Ifland,  and  charged 
to  the  account  of  that  ftate,  to  be  accounted  for. 

Conorrefs  beingr  informed  that  Donald  M' Donald,  who  was  fent 
to  this  city  from  North-Carolina,  is  confidered  by  lord  Hovv'cas  a 
brigadier  general  in  the  fervice  of  his  Britannic  majelly: 

Refolved,  That  he  be  admitted  to  his  parole,  and  liberated  upon 
figning  the  form  prefcribed  by  Congrefs. 

A  petitioH  from  Anthony  Mofengill  was  read,  and  referred  to 
the  affembly  of  the  Itate  of  New-Jerfey. 

Rejolvedy  That  the  board  of  war  be  dire<Sled  to  prepare  and 
bring  in  a  plan  of  military  operations  for  the  next  cam.paign. 

Refolved,  That  the  continental  agents  be  impowered  to  infpe6t 
or  appoint  fome  fuitable  perfon  or  perfons,  to  infpect  all  gunpow- 
der manufaftured  or  purchafed  in  or  imported  into  the  refpec- 
tive  ilates,  wherein  they  refide,  on  account  of  the  United  States ; 
except  In  thofe  ilates  where  an  infpeftor  is  appointed  by  Congrefs. 

The  committee  of  treafury  reported,  that  there  is  due. 

To  Robert  Erwin,  waggon-mailer,  for  the  hire  of  waggons 
going  to  Egg-harbour  for  powder,  viz.  Adam  Weaver,  Jofeph 
Champeney,  Michael  GroiTman,  Ifrael  Fry,  Jacob  Hindman  and 
George  Rafer,  one  trip  each,  and  David  Boxe,  William  Park 

and 
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and  Alexander  Miller,  two  trips  each,  making  twelve  trips,  al- 
lowing five  days  to  each,  at  4  dollars  a  day,  240  dollars: 

To  captain  James  Sterling,  664  dollars  and  fourteen  ninetieths, 
being  the  balance  of  his  acconnt  for  the  expence  of  a  guard  ap- 
pointed to  convey  a  number  of  Britifh  prifoners  from  Burlington 
to  Lancafter,  and  Frederick  county  in  Maryland,  with  waggon 
and  horfe-hire,  amounting  to  1464  dollars  and  fourteen  ninetieths, 
of  which  fum  he  received  from  the  committee  of  fafety  of  Penn- 
fylvania;  and  for  which  they  are  to  be  credited,  July  i6th,  1776» 
100  dollars;  July  17th,  1776,  700  dollars,  and  there  remains  664 
dollars  and  fourteen  ninetieths: 

Ordered^  That  the  aboye  accounts  be  paid. 
-  The  feyeral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed : 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Tuesday,  Septeniher  3,    177^^. 

A  memorial  from  colonel  Mofes  Hazen  was  read,  and  referred 
to  the  committee  appointed  to  enquire  into  the  caufes  of  the  mif- 
carriages  In  Canada. 

General  Sullivan  having  reduced  to  writing  the  verbal  mefTagc 
from  lord  Howe,  the  fame  was  read  as  follow^s : 
"^The  following  is  the  purport  of  the  melfage  from  lord  Howe  to 
Congrefs,  by  general  Sullivan  : 

That,  though  he  could  not  at  prefent  treat  with  Congrefs  as 
fuch,  yet  he  was  very  delirous  of  having  a  conference  with  fome 
of  the  members,  whom  he  would  confider  for  the  prefent  only  as 
private  gentlemen,  and  meet  them  himfelf  as  fuch,  at  fuch  place 
as  they  fhould  appoint : 

That  he,  in  conjunction  with  general  Howe,  had  full  powers  to 
compromife  the  difpute  between  Great-Britain  and  America  upon 
terms  advantageous  to  both ;  the  obtaining  of  which  delayed  him 
near  two  months  in  England,  and  prevented  his  arrival  at  this 
place  before  the  declaration  of  Tndependancy  took  place: 

That  he  wifhed  a  compad  might  be  fettled  at  this  time,  when 
no  declfive  blow  was  flruck,  and  neither  party  could  fay,  that  they 
were  compelled  to  enter  into  fuch  agreement : 

That,  in  cafe  Congrefs  were  difpofed  to  treat,  many  things, 
which  they  had  not  as  yet  afl<:ed,  might  and  ought  to  be  granted 
them;  and  that,  if  upon  the  conference,  they  found  any  probable 
ground  of  an  accommodation,  the  authority  of  Congrefs  muft  be 
afterwards  acknowledged,  otherwife  the  compadl  would  not  be 
compleat." 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  read  : 

Refolvedy  That  the  part  of  the  faid  report,  which  relates  to  the 
eftablifliing  a  poft  between  Philadelphia  and  Ticonderoga,  be  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  for  regulating  the  poft-officc,  and  that  the 
remainder  of  the  report  lie  on  the  table  : 

That 
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That  two  members  be  added  to  the  faid  committee  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Hooper  and  Mr.  Huntington. 

Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  regimental  paymafter 
to  colonel  Magavv's  battalion,  and  the  ballots  being  taken, 

John  Mifflin,  brother  to  brigadier-general  Mifflin,  was  elefted. 

Refolved,  That  Jeduthun  Baldwin,  Efq;  be  appointed  an  engi- 
neer in  the  continental  army,  with  the  rank  of  colonel,  and  pay  of 
60  dollars  a  month. 

A  letter  from  a  number  of  officers  who  are  prifoners  at  Carlifle 
was  r^ad,  complaining  of  fome  ill  treatment  they  have  received-, 
and  of  their  baggage  having  been  plundered,  contrary  to  the  ca- 
pitulation, upon  which  they  furrendered. 

General  Woofter  who  happened  to  be  in  the  outer  room  being 
examined  touching  the  fafts  ftated  in  the  faid  letter ; 

Refolvedy  That  a  letter  be  written  to  general  Schuyler  diredling 
him  to  make  particular  enquiry  whether  the  baggage  of  the  offi- 
cers taken  at  St.  Johns  and  Chamblee  was  plundered  and  by  whom 
and  report  to  Congrefs  : 

That  the  fecretary  of  the  board  of  war  be  directed  to  inform  the 
officers  that  inquiry  has  been  mads  of  general  Woofter,  to  whom 
they  refer,  refpefling  the  plunder  of  their  baggage,  and  that  hje 
fays  he  knows  nothing  of  the  matter,  and  that  no  information  or 
complaint  was  ever  made  to  him  refpefting  that  matter:  And  far- 
ther to  inform  them  that  Congrefs  have  given  orders  to  general 
Schuyler  to  caufe  ftrift  inquiry  to  be  made  into  this  affair,  and 
report  thereon. 

A  letter  of  the  2d  from  general  "Wafhington,  and  one  from 
Wm.  Palfrey,  paymafter  general,  were  read. 

Refolved,  That  the  letter  from  general  Wafhington  be  referred 
to  a  committee  of  the  whole  Congrefs  : 

Congrefs  then  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  and 
after  fome  time  the  prefident  refumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Nelfon 
reported,  that  the  committee  have  had  under  confideration  the  let- 
ter to  them  referred,  and  have  come  to  fundry  refolutious,  which 
he  was  ordered  to  report. 

The  refolutions  from  the  committee  of  the  whole,  being  feve- 
rally  read,  were  agreed  to,  as  follows  : 

Refolved,  That  general  Wafhington  be  acquainted  that  Con- 
grefs would  have  efpecial  care  taken,  in  cafe  he  (hould  find  it  ne- 
cefTary  to  quit  New-York,  that  no  damage  be  done  to  the  faid  cir 
ty  by  his  troops,  on  their  leaving  it:  The  Congrefs  having  no 
doubt  of  being  able  to  recover  the  fame,  though  the  enemy  fhould 
for  a  time  obtain  pofTeffion  of  it. 

Refolved i  That  three  more  battalions  be  ordered  from  Virginia, 
of  which  that  commanded  by  colonel  Stephen  to  be  one,  to  rein- 
force the  army  at  New- York  : 

That 
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That  for  the  fame  purpofe  two  of  the  North-Carolina  battalions 
be  ordered  to  march  with  all  poflible  expedition  to  New-York, 
uridei*  the  command  of  brigadier-general  Moore  : 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  aiTemblles  and  conventions  of  the 
lleveral  ftates  to  the  northward  of  Virginia,  Immediately  to  fend 
all  the  aid  in  their  power  to  the  army  at  New-York  : 

That  one  of  the  continental  battalions  in  Rhode- Ifland  be  order- 
ed immediately  to  march,  to  reinforce  the  army  at  New -York  : 

That  it  be  recomrnended  to  the  aflembly  of  MalTachufets-Bay, 
to  fend  to  Rhode- Ifland  a  battalion  of  their  militia,  to  fupply  the 
place  of  the  continental  battalion  ordered  from  thence. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed  : 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Wednesday,  September   4,    1776. 

Refolved,  That  Mr.  J.  Meafe  be  direcSled  to  pay  the  Virginia 
battalion  now  on  their  march  to  New- York,  one  month''s  pay, 
and  to  fupply  them  with  fuch  neceffary  cloathlng  as  they  may 
iland  in  need  of. 

Refohedy  That  another  brigadier-general  be  appointed  In  the 
continental  army  : 

The  ballots  being  taketi,  colonel  Adam  Stephen  was  unanl- 
moufly  elefted. 

Refolvedy  That  the  board  of  war  be  direfted  to  call  In  the  feve- 
rul  recruiting  parties  of  the  German  battalion,  and  t6  have  them 
formed  and  armed  with  all  poflible  expedition,  and  forwarded  to 
New- York,  taking  raeafures,  and  giving  proper  directions  to  have 
the  battalion  recruited  to  the  full  com-plement  as  foon  as  the  fame 
can  conveniently  be  done. 

Refolved^  That  the  propofal  made  by  ge-rieral  Howe,  as  deliver- 
ed by  genei'al  Sullivari,  of  exchanging  general  Sullivan  for  general 
Prefcot,  and  lord  Stirling  for  brigadier-general  M' Donald  be 
complied  with. 

Mr.  J.  Meafe  having  In  confequence  of  the  refolutlon  of  the  30th 
Aueuft,  made  a  report,  that  he  cannot  find  there  is  any  cloth  in 
this  city  fit  for  making  tents,  except  a  parcel  of  light  fail  cloth, 
which  Is  In  the  hands  of  the  marine  committee  : 

Refolved^  That  the  marine  committee  be  direded  to  deliver  to  Mr. 
J.  Meafe  all  the  light  fail  cloth  In  their  pofiefiion  :  And  that  Mr. 
Meafe  be  direfted  to  have  the  fame  made  into  tents  as  foon  as  pofli- 
ble, and  forwarded  to  general  Wafhington  : 

That  the  fecret  committee  be  direfted  to  write  to  the  continen- 
tal agents  in  the  eaftern  ftates,  defiring  them  to  purchafe  all  the 
duck  and  other  cloth  fit  for  tents  which  they  can  procure  in  their 
refpefllve  ftates,  for  the  ufe  of  the  continent. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  board  of  war, 
and  after  fomc  time  fpent  thereon, 

Refolved) 
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Refohed,  That  the  farther  confideration  thereof  he  poftponed 
til]  to-morrow. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed  : 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Thursd'ay.  Septemher  5,   1776. 

A  petition  from  John  Shott  was  read  and  referred  to  the  board 
of  war. 

Two  petitions  from  the  owners  of  the  privateers  Lee  and  Put- 
nam were  read,  and  referred  to  the  marine  committee. 

A  memorial  from  Jeremiah  Halfey  was  read  and  referred  to  the 
board  of  war. 

Refohedy  That  general  Prefect,  and  brigadier  general  McDo- 
nald be  fent  by  the  board  of  war,  under  an  efcort  to  general 
Wafhington,  to  be  exchanged  for  general  Sullivan  and  lord  Stir- 
ling. 

Refohed,  That  the  marine  committee  be  directed  to  deliver 
Mr:  Hewes  400  three  pound  fliot  for  the  ufe  of  the  continental 
troops  in  North-Carolina. 

Two  foldiers  having  efcaped  from  Quebec,  and  applied  to  Con- 
grefs  for  their  pay. 

Refohed,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

A  memorial  from  captain  John  Doyle  was  prefented  to  Con- 
grefs  and  read,  fetting  forth  that  in  confequence  of  the  refohition 
palled  the  i6th  of  July  laft,  he  has  enlifled  Somen,  whereof  about 
60  have  paiFed  mufter,  as  appears  by  the  roll  produced,  and  that 
the  other  20  are  at  Lancaller,  and  therefore  praying  that  a  com- 
jniffion  may  be  granted  to  him  purfuant  to  the  faid  refolution. 

Refhed^  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  granted  ;  and  that 
Samuel  Brady  be  commiffioned  as  firft  lieutenant, and  William  Mc. 
Murray,  fecond  lieutenant  of  the  company  commanded  by  cap- 
tain Doyle" 

Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  report  of  the  board 
of  war ;   whereupon, 

Refohed,  That  general  Sullivan  be  requefted  to  inform  lord 
Howe,  that  this  Congrefs,  being  the  reprefentatives  of  the  free 
and  independant  ftates  of  America,  cannot  with  propriety  fend  a- 
ny  of  its  members,  to  confer  with  his  lordihip  in  their  private 
charafters,  but  that  ever  defirous  of  eftablirtiing  peace  on  reafon- 
able  terms,  they  will  fend  a  committee  of  their  body  to  know  whe- 
ther he  has  any  authority  to  treat  with  perfons  authorized  by 
Congrefs  for  that  purpofe  in  behalf  of  Aderica,  and  what  that 
authority  is,  and  to  hear  fuch  propofitlons  as  he  (hall  think  fit  to 
make  refpe6ling  the  fame  : 

That  the  prefident  be  defired  to  write  to  general  Wafhington, 
and  acquaint  him,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  Congrefs,  no  propo- 
fals  for   making  peace  between  Great-Britain  and  the  United 

States 
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States  of  America,  ought  to  be  received  or  attended  to,  unlefs 
the  fame  be  made  in  writing  and  addreffed  to  the  reprefentatives  of 
the  f^id  ftates  in  Congrefs,  or  perfons  authorized  by  them  :  And  if 
application  be  made  to  him  by  any  of  the  commanders  of  the  Bri- 
tifn  forces  on  that  fubjeft,  that  he  inform  them,  that  thefe  United 
States,  who  entered  into  the  war  only  for  the  defence  of  their  lives 
and  liberties,  will  chearfully  agree  to  peace  on  reafonable  terms, 
whenever  fuch  fhall  be  propofed  to  them  in  manner  aforefaid. 

Refolvedy  That  a  copy  of  the  firft  of  the  two  foregoing  refolu- 
tions,  be  delivered  to  general  Sullivan,  and  that  he  be  diredled  to 
repair  immediately  to  lord  Howe. 

Refolved)  That  to- morrow  be  afligned  for  elefting  the  commit- 
tee : 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Friday,  September  6 y  1776. 

liejohedt  That  general  Sullivan  be  requefled  to  deliver  to  lord 
Howe,  the  copy  of  the  refolution  given  to  him. 

Refolved,  That  the  committee  **  to  be  fent  to  know  whether 
lord  Howe  has  any  authority  to  treat  with  perfons  authorized  by 
Congrefs  for  that  purpofe  in  behalf  of  America,  and  what  that 
authority  is,  and  to  hear  fuch  propoiitions  as  he  (hall  think  fit  to 
make  refpe6ting  the  fame",  confiil  of  three  : 

Congrefs  then  proceeded  to  the  election,  and  the  ballots  being 
taken,  Mr.  Franklin,  Mr.  J.  Adams,  and  Mr.  Rutledge  were  e- 
leded. 

A  letter  of  the  4th  from  general  Washington  with  fundry  papers 
inclofed, — 

One   of  the   29th  Augud  from   general  Schuyler  : 

Four  of  the  iSth,  20th,  26th,  and  27th  of  the  fame  month, 
from  general  Gates,  with  a  return  of  the  army  at  Ticonderoga, 
and  other  papers  : 

One  of  the  4th  from  brigadier-general  Mercer,  and 

One  of  the  28th  from  colonel  Maxwell  inclofing.  a  memoi'ial 
from  Jacobus  Wyncoop  w^ere  read. 

Refolvedi  That  the  memorial  from  Jacobus  Wyncoop  be  refer- 
red to  the  marine  committee,  and  that  the  other  letters  and  papers 
be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Rtfolved,  That  an  order  for  2794  dollars  and  fifteen  ninetieths 
be  drawn  on  the  treafurer,  in  favour  of  George  Morgan,  Efq;  a« 
gent  for  Indian  affairs  in  the  middle  department,  he  to  be  account- 
able : 

That  Mr.  Morgan  be  fupplied  with  a  copy  of  the  refolutlons  of 
Congrefs,  relative  to  Indian  aiTairs  in  the  middle  department,  and 
a  copy  oi  the  treaty  held  with  the  Indians  at  the  German  Flats  :  , 

Refohed, 
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Refolved^  That  the  fecret  committee  be  direded  to  deliver  to 
daptain  Sherer  6  lb.  of  powder,  and  24  lb.  of  lead  for  the  ufe  of 
two  companies  of  riflemen,  to  prove  their  rifles. 

A  memorial  from  George  Nicholfon  with  an  account,  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  board  oftreafury. 

A  letter  from  captain  William  Jenkins  was  read,  praying  for 
leave,  on  account  of  his  family  affairs,  to  refign  his  commiffion : 

Refolved,  That  leave  be  granted i 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into 
confideration  ;  whereupon, 

Refolved,  That  John  Paul  Shott,  who  is  well  recommended  as 
an  experienced  officer,  be  appointed  a  captain  in  the  continental 
army,  with  directions  to  raife  a  company  as  foon  as  poffible ;  but 
as  he  may  be  ufefully  employed  immediately,  that  he  be  forthwith 
fent  to  general  Wafliington  at  New- York,  and  that  a  month's  pay 
be  advanced  to  him. 

Refolved,  That  the  farther  confideration  of  the  report  be  refer- 
red till  to-morrow. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  pollponed  : 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Saturday,  Septemher  7,    1776* 

A  letter  of  the  16th  of  Auguft  from  the  indian  commiffioners  at 
Pittfourg,  inclofmg  a  memorial  from  Alexander  Rofs  was  readj 
and  referred  to  the  committee  on  indian  afl^airs  : 

Alfo  a  letter  of  the  6th  from  R.  Dallam  was  read  ;  whereupon, 

Refolved,  That  an  order  for  1173  dollars  and  thirty  ninetieths 
be  drawn  on  the  treafurer,  in  favour  of  colonel  Charles  Read,  and 
charged  to  the  account  of  Richard  Dallam,  deputy-pay-mafter* 
general,  it  being  in  full  of  a  draught  in  his  favour  of  the  6th  inll» 
by  the  faid  R.  Dallam  : 

That  200,000  dollars  be  fent  to  R.  Dallam,  deputy-paymafler 
general  for  the  ufe  of  the  flying  camp,  and  militia, — he  to  be  ac- 
countable. 

A  letter  of  the  5th  from  Charles  Prefton,  major  of  the  26th 
regiment,  a  prifoner,  was  read  and  referred  to  the  board  of  war, 

A  letter  and  memorial  of  the  29th  of  Auguft  from  William 
W^ild  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  convention  of  Pennfylvania. 

The  Hate  of  Virginia,  having  on  the  23d  of  July  lall,  appointed 
William  Brady,  captain ;  William  Pyle,  firft  lieutenant ;  and 
Chrlftopher  Brady,  fecond  lieutenant  in  the  battalion  to  be  com- 
manded by  colonel  Plugh  Stevenfon,  and  Amos  Thompfon  to  be 
chaplain  to  the  faid  battalion : 

Refolved,  That  commiffions  be  granted  to  them  accordingly. 

Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  election  of  an  adjutant  for  the  batta- 
lion ordered  to  be  raifed  in  Weftinoreland  county,  and  the  ballots 
being  taken, 
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Michael  Hoofnagel  was  ele6led. 

A  petition  from  Charles  Roberts,  mafter  of  the  fchooner  Thif 
tie,  was  prefented  to  Congrefs  and  read. 

Refohed,  That  Mr.  Bartlett,  Mr.  Stockton,  Mr.  Stone,  Mr.  F. 
li.  Lee,  Mr.  Penn  and  Mr.  Walton,  be  appointed  members  of  the 
committee  on  the  caufe  of  the  mifcarriages  in  Canada,  in  the  room 
of  thofe  who  are  abfent. 

Refohedt  That  two  members  be  added  to  the  committee  ap- 
pointed on  the  24th  of  July  laft,  to  confider  the  propofal  made  by 
the  prefident  of  South-Carolina,  refpefting  general  Lee,  in  the 
room  of  thofe  who  are  abfent: 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee  and  Mr.  Walton. 

Refohedi  That  an  order  for  fixteen  hundred  dollars  be  drawn  or 
the  treafurer,  m  favour  of  David  S.  Franks;  for  which  he  is  to 
account  on  the  fettlem^t  of  his  accounts. 

The  ftate  of  Rhode- Ifland  having  recommended  fundry  gentle- 
men for  field  officers  of  the  two  battalions  raifed  in  that  ftate, 
Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  eiedlion;  when  William  Richmond  and 
Chriilopher  Lippit  were  elected  colonels  ;  Caleb  Gardner  and 
Adam  Comftock,  lieutenant  colonels;  Benjamin  Tallman  and 
James  Tew,  majors. 

Refolved^  That  the  battalion  commanded  by  colonel  Lippit  be 
ordered  to  New- York,  unlefs  that  commanded  by  colonel  Rich- 
mond has  already  marched. 

Refolved,Th?it  Mr.  J.  Meafe  bediretled  to  deliver  to  the  delegates 
of  Maryland  three  peices  of  coarfe  cloths  for  the  ufe  of  the  Mary- 
land troops;  the  faid  delegates  to  be  accountable. 

Refolvedy  That  Mr.  Riiberg,  affiflant  to  colonel  Biddle,  be  di- 
refted  to  take  proper  meafures  for  providing  the  fick  foldiers  in 
Philadelphia,  with  proper  lodgings  and  attendance. 

A  letter  from  brigadier  general  M'Donald  to  the  board  of  war 
was  read ;  whereupon. 

Refilvedy  That  he  be  allowed  four  days  to  prepare  for  his  journey: 

That  a  copy  of  that  part  of  his  letter,  refpeOiing  his  treatment 
in  North-Carolina,  be  fent  to  the  convention  of  that  ftate. 

R.elohed,  That  a  copy  of  the  refolutions  pafled  by  Congrefs  on 
the  meffage  brought  by  general  Sullivan,  and  the  names  of  the 
committee  appointed,  be  lent  to  general  Wafliington. 

The  committee  of  treafury  reported,  that  there  is  due. 

To  Richard  Vv^elih,  for  his  fervices  as  clerk,  for  delivering  ftores 
and  provifions  in  Canada,  certified  by  Kenry  Menfon,  in  which 
fcrvice  he  entered  the  24th  of  April,  and  was  difcharged  the  7th  of 
June,    1776,  at  fifty-ninetieths  of  a  dollar  per  day,  25  dollars: 

To  Cafper  Carver,  for  the  hire  of  a  team  from  York-town  in 
Pennfylvania  to  Williamfourg  in  Virginia,  16  days,  at  4  dollars  a 
day,  64  dollars,  and  for  ferriages,  6  dollars  and  fix  ninetieths,  and 
for  the  hire  of  another  team  from  York-town,  with  captain  Grier's 

company. 
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company,  14  days,  at  4  dollars  a  day,  and  for  ferriage,  3  dollars 
and  fifty-four  ninetieths;  the  whole  being  129  dollars  and  fixty 
ninetieths : 

To  John  Sparhavvk,  for  two  maps,  a  court  calendar,  &c.  for 
the  war  office,  as  per  R.  Peters's  certificate,  10  dollars  and  fixty 
ninetieths : 

To  John  Bates,  for  200  camp-kettles  delivered  to  C.  Biddle, 
D.  Q.   M.  G.  the  fecond  inftant,  266  dollars  and  fixty  ninetieths: 

To  the  following  perfons,  for  which  a  warrant  is  to  be  drawn  in 
favour  of  Monf.  Rouville,  for  the  fum  of  788  dollars  and  ten  nin'e^ 
tieths,  the  amount  of  his  fix  accounts,  viz. 

1.  To  hoilages  fent  by  general  Schuyler  to  Reading  in  Penn- 
fylvania,  namely,  Allen  M'Donald,  fen.  Allen  M'Donald,  jun- 
Alexander  M'Donald,  Rennel  M'Donnel  and  Archibald  McDo- 
nald, their  allowance  from  the  4th  of  June  to  the  3d  of  September, 
both  days  indlufive,  is  13  weeks,  at  2  dollars  each,  is,  for  the  five, 
130  dollars,  and  for  Angus  M'Donald  and  George  M'Donald, 
two  fervants,  13  weeks  each,  at  one  dollar  a  week,  26  dollars;  of 
which  they  have  received  from  the  committee  of  Reading,  27  dol- 
lars and  three  ninetieths;  the  balance  is  128  dollars  and  eighty- 
feven  ninetieths : 

2.  To  lieutenant  Simon  Evans,  a  prifoner  fent  from  Canada  to 
Reading,  for  expences  from  Montreal  to  Albany,  12  dollars,  and 
allowance  fj-om  the  10th  of  February  to  the  23d  of  Auguft  inclu- 
five,  is  28  weeks,  at  2  dollars  a  week,  56  dollars;  the  v/hole,  68 
dollars;  of  which  he  received  from  the  committee  of  Efopus,  for 
13  weeks  allov/ance,  26  dollars;  leaves  a  balance  due  to  lieutenant 
Evans,  of  42  dollars  : 

3.  To  captain  Anftruther  of  the  26th  regiment,  for  his  allow- 
ance from  the  i8th  of  November  to  the  23d  of  Auguft,  both  days 
inclufive,  is  40  weeks,  at  2  dollars  a  week,  80  dollars: 

4.  To  Marcus  LuGuUus  Royal,  mafter  of  the  Gafpee,  taken  the 
19th  of  November,  in  the  river  St.  Lawrence,  for  his  allowance  to 
the  22d  of  Auguft,  is  39  weeks  and  four  fevenths,  at  2  dollars  a 
week,  79  dollars  and  thirteen  ninetieths;  of  which  he  has  received 
from  the  committee  of  Efopus,  44  dollars;  the  balance  due  to  him 
is  35  dollars  and  thirteen  ninetieths: 

c.  To  the  Canadian  prifoners  at  Briftol,  viz.  Monf.  St.  Ours 
Hervieux,  Heurimont,  de  Chambault  and  la  Marque,  from  the  3d 
of  November,  the  time  they  were  taken,  to  the  30th  of  Auguft; 
inclufive,  43  weeks  each,  at  2  dollars,  430  dollars  : 

6.  To  George  M'Kenzie,  mate  ofthefloop  Hunter,  taken  the 
4th  of  November,  to  the  25th  of  Auguft  inclufive,  is  42  weeks, 
at  2  dollars,  84  dollars;  of  which  he  has  received  at  Albany,  12 
dollars;  the  balance  is  72  dollars : 

To  the  following  perfons,  564  dollars  and  eighty-five  ninetieths, 
iiamely,  to  Adam  Drinkhoufe,  for  his  team  from  Philadelphia  to 

Frederickfburg 
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Frederickfburg  in  Virginia,  29  days,  at  4  dollars,  and  fernage  7 
dollars,  is  123  dollars;  to  Martin  Haufman,  Bernard  Keppelar 
and  Nathaniel  Hoop,  who  went  on  the  fame  journey  with  their 
teams,  each  123  dollars,  is  3.69  dollars  ;  and  to  Matthias  Koop,  for 
the  hire  of  his  waggon  from  Philadelphia  to  Bergen  point,  with 
powder,  9  days,  at  4  dollars,  and  ferriage,  2  dollars  and  thirty-five 
liinetieths,  is  38  dollars  and  thirty-live  ninetieths  ;  and  to  Andrew 
Read,  for  the  hire  of  his  waggon  from  Philadelphia  to  New-York 
with  medicines,  8  days,  at  4  dollars  a  day,  and  ferriage,  2  dollars 
and  fifty  ninetieths,  is  34  dollars  and  fifty  ninetieths,  and  that  the 
fame  ought  to  be  paid  to  Robert  Erwin,  waggon-maftcr  general  : 

To  Jofeph  Hewes,  Efq;  for  cafh  advanced  to  the  guard  going 
with  five  waggons  to  North-Carolina,  with  waggon-hire  and  cafics 
for  powder,    140  dollars  and  twenty -five  ninetieths  : 

To  John  Dennis,  for  efcorting  powder  from  Egg-harbour  to 
Philadelphia,  by  order  of  the  fecret  committee,  35  dollars  an4 
twenty-three  ninetieths: 

To  colonel  Jonas  Clapham,  for  53  rifle-guns  bought  of  him  tor 
the  ufe  of  colonel  Stevenfon's  rifle  battalion  in  Virginia,  896  dol- 
lars and  fifty-two  ninetieths ;  which  fum  is  to  be  charged  to  the 
faid  battalion  : 

Ordered^  That  the  abov£  accounts  be  paid. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  report  of  the  board  qf 
war;  whereupon, 

Rejohed,  That  all  letters  to  and  from  the  board  of  war  and  or- 
dinance, or  the  fecretary  of  the  fame,  be  free  of  all  expence  in  thi; 
poft-ofiice  of  the  United  States. 

The  board  having  reported,  that  they  have  confidered  the  pe- 
tition of  Jeremiah  Halfey,  and  perufed  his  written  evidence,  are  of 
opinion,  that  the  faid  Halfey  ought  to  receive  the  arrears  of  his 
pay,  and  that  the  refolution  of  Congrefs,  of  the  9th  of  January 
laft,  be  repealed;  as  it  appears,  that  the  faid  Halfey  was  difcharged 
from  the  fervice,  upon  a  regular  certificate  from  the  furgeon,  by 
the  commanding  officer  at  St.  John's,  on  account  of  ficknefs,  on 
the  13th  day  of  November  lalt,  in  purfuance  of  the  order  of  ge- 
neral Montgomery;  the  Congrefs  agreed  to  the  faid  report. 

Congrefs  proceeded  to  fill  up  the  vacancies  in  the  fecond  Penn- 
fylvania  battalion,  and  the  ballots  being  taken, 

Jofeph  Vv^ood,  Efq;  was  elected  colonel  ; 

Thomas  Craig,  Efq;  w'as  eleded  lieutenant-colonel,  and 

"William  Butler,  Efq;  major. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed: 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

Monday,  Septcinher  9,   1 7 76. 
Refohed,  That   four   months  pay,  being  106  dollars   and  two 
thirdf.^be  advanced  to  Monf.  la  Marquifie,  captain  and  engineer,  in 
the  northern  army;  he  to  bs  accountable,  A  letter 
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A  letter  of  the  6th  from  general  Wafhingtorij  was  read  and  re* 
ferred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Refolved,  That  500,000  dollars  be  fent  to  the  paymafter  genC' 
ral,  for  the  ufe  of  the  army  at  New-York. 

Refolved,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  hear  the 
parties  on  the  appeal  againft  the  verdidl  and  fentence  of  condemna- 
tion paffed  againft  the  fchooner  Thiftle  and  her  cargo  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Stockton, Mr.  Huntington,  Mr.  Paine, 
Mr.  Wilfon  and  Mr.  Stone. 

Refolved,  That  in  all  continental  commiflions  and  other  inftru- 
ments,  where  heretofore  the  v^ords  "  United  Colonies  "  have  beeu 
ufed,  the  ftile  be  altered  for  the  futm-e  to  the  "  United  States." 

The  board  of  war  brought  In  a  report,  which  was  read  : 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  to  be  taken   into  confideration  to- 
morrow morning;, 
p 

A  memorial  from  Monf.  Pannelier  de  la  Falconniere,  was  read 
and  referred  to  the  marine  committee. 

Conorefs  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  quartermafter  for  the 
German  battalion,  and  the  ballots  being  taken, 

Frederick  Seeger  was  eledled. 

Refolved,  That  an  order  for  136  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  treafury, 
in  favour  of  George  Meade  and  Co.  and  charged,  to  the  account  of 
MelTrSo  Chafe  and  Carroll,  it  being  in  full  of  their  bill  in  favour  of 
John  Vienne  or  order,  dated  at  Montreal,  May  28,  1776. 

Refolved,  That  Mr.  J.  Meafe  be  impowered  to  pay  the  draughts 
of  capt.  John  Douglafs,  for  fuch  parts  of  the  monthly  pay  of  the 
privates  in  his  company  as  he  fliall  fpecify,  and  the  fame  as  paid  be 
charged  to  the  account  of  the  fald  captain. 

The  committee  of  treafury  reported,  that  there  is  due  to  William 
Smith,  continental  druggift,  2490  dollars  and  thirteen  ninetieths  : 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  paid. 

Three  petitions,  one  from  Pierre  du  Calvert,  another  from  Ja- 
ques  Pileur,  and  the  third  from  Andre  Pepin,  were  read,  and  refer- 
red to  the  board  of  war. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed: 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Tuesday,  Septeniber  10,   1776. 

A  letter  of  the  8th  from  general  Wafhington,  with  fundry  pa- 
pers inclofed,  was  read  ;  whereupon, 

Refolved,  That  the  prefident  inform  general  Wafhingtoif,  it  was 
by  no  means  the  fenfe  of  Congrefs,  in  their  refolve  of  the  3d  in- 
ilant,  refpefting  New-York,  that  the  army,  or  any  part  of  it, 
(hould  remain  in  that  city  a  moment  longer  than  he  ihall  think  it 
proper  for  the  public  fervice  that  troops  be  continued  there  ; 

That  the  letter  from  the  general  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

^  letter  of  the  31ft  of  Auguft,  from  the  commiffioners  of  indian 
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affairs  at  Pittfburg,  was  read  and  referred  to  the,  (landing  com- 
mittee for  Indian  affairs. 

Refohed,  That  Mr,  J.  Meafe  be  directed  to  fupply  captain  Weft 
of  the  Virginia  riflemen,  with  40  blankets. 

A  petition  from  Jean  Longeay,  and  two  from  Seth  Warner  with 
fundry  papers  inqlofed,  were  read. 

Refohed.,  That  the  petitions  from  colonel  Warner,  with  the  pa- 
pers incloled,  be  referred  to  the  commiffioners  appointed  to  audit 
and  fettle  the  accounts  of  the  army  in  the  northern  department. 

A  letter  of  the  8th,  from  M.  Tilghman,  was  read. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  board  of  war, 
and  after  fome  debate  thereon, 

Refohed^  That  this  Congrefs  will  to-m.orrow  refolve  itfelf  into 
a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  confideration  the  faid  report. 

Refohed^  That  Mr.  J.  Meafe  be  dire6led  to  fupply  the  delegates 
of  Maryland,  with  40  blankets  for  the  ufe  of  the  troops  from  that 
ftate. 

Refohed^  That  4000  dollars  be  fent  to  Zebulon  Butler,  Efq; 
for  the  ufe  of  the  two  companies  ordered  to  be  raifed  in  the  town 
of  Weflmoreland  ;  he  to  be  accountable  for  the  fame,  and  that  the 
money  be  delivered  to  and  forwarded  by  the  Connetlicut  delegates: 

That  major  William  Judd  be  authorifed  to  mufter  the  faid 
companies. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Wednesday,  SepteiTiher  11,  i']']6. 

Refohed,  That  an  order  for  60,000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  trea- 
furer,  in  favour  of  Mr.  J.  Meafe,  commifTary  for  the  public  fer- 
vice;  he  to  be  accountable. 

A  letter  of  the  7th  from  Jofeph  Trumbull,  Efq;  commifTary 
general,  with  fundry  papers  inciofed,  was  read: 

Refohedy  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three,  and  that 
they  be  dire6led  and  impowered  to  enquire  into  the  conduft  of 
Mr.  Livingdon,  deputy  commifTary  general  in  the  northern  de- 
partment : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Lee,  Mr.  Hooper  and  Mr.  Sherman. 

Refohed,  That  Mr.  J.  Meafe,  commiiiary,  be  direfted  to  pro- 
vide cloathing  and  other  neceffaries,  for  the  firft  Virginia  battalion 
now  on  their  march  to  New- York. 

A  memorial  from  Stephen  Pater  de  la  CofTade  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  marine  committee  : 

Alfo,  a  memorial  from  Seth  Warner,  and  one  from  captains 
Wait  Hopkins  and  Gideon  Brownfon,  of  colonel  Warner's  batta- 
lion, were  read,  and  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

P*.efohed,  That  a  member  be  added  to  the  board  of  war,  in  the 
room  of  colonel  Harrifon: 

The  member  chofen,  Mr.  F.  L.  Lee, 

Congrefs 
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Congrefs  refolved  itfelf  Into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take 
into  confideration  the  report  of  the  board  of  war,  and  after  fome 
time,  the  prefident  refumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Nelfon  reported, 
that  the  committee  have  taken  into  confideration  the  matter  to  them 
referred,  and  made  fome  am.endments  therein,  but  not  having  had 
time  to  go  through  the  whole,  defired  leave  to  fit  again. 

Refahedy  That  this  Congrefs  v^ill  to-morrow  refolve  itfelf  into  a 
committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  confideration  the  report  o£ 
the  board  of  war. 

The  matters  to  this  day  referred,  beingj  poflponed: 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Thursday,  September  12,   1776. 

A  letter  of  the  3  ill  of  Auguil,  from  Jofeph  Wentworth  to  the 
fecretary  of  Congrefs,  with  an  appeal  from  the  verdift  and  fentence 
paifed  on  the  trial  of  the  brigantine  named  the  Elizabeth,  was  laid 
before  Congrefs  and  read. 

The  committee  for  indian  affairs,  to  whom  the  letter  of  the  3  iflf 
of  Auguit,  from  the  commiflioners  in  the  middle  department,  was 
referred,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  confideration  ; 
whereupon, 

Rejoheci,  That  two  tons  of  powder  and  four  tons  of  lead  be  im- 
mediately fent  to  Pittfburg;  to  be  difpofed  of  as  the  commiflioners 
fhalldirea: 

That  the  refolution  of  Congrefs,  refpe6:ing  the  deflination  of 
the  battalion  commanded  by  colonel  M'Coy,  be  fufpended,  and 
that  the  commiflioners  for  indian  affairs  in  the  middle  department 
be  impowered,  during  their  flay  at  Pittfburg,  to  diredl  the  opera- 
tions of  that  battalion: 

That  the  meafures  adopted  by  the  commifiioners,  in  the  prefent 
critical  fituation  of  indian  affairs,  is  approved  of  by  Congrefs,  who 
have  the  greatefk  confidence  in  the  prudence  and  vigilance  of  their 
future  conduct. 

Rejohed,  That  an  order  for  7000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  trea- 
furer,  in  favour  of  colonel  M'Coy,  for  the  ufe  of  his  battalion;  he 
to  be  accountable. 

Refolved,  That  application  be  made  to  the  committee  of  Penn- 
fylvania  for  io,ooo  flints,  to  be  delivered  to  George  Morgan,  Efq; 

The  committee  to  whom  the  letter  from  Jofeph  Trumbull,  Efq; 
with  the  papers  inclofed,  was  referred,  reported, 

"  That  having  confidered  the  fame,  and  recurring  to  the  journal 
of  Congrefs,  on  Mr.  Trumbull's  appointmeni:  to  the  commiffariate, 
find  the  following  refolve  on  the  8th  of  July,  1776:  "  That  the 
commiffary  general  have  full  power  to  fupply  both  armies,  that 
upon  the  lakes  as  well  as  that  at  New-York,  and  alfo  to  appoint 
and  employ  fuch  perfons  under  him,  and  to  remove  any  deputy 
commilfary,  a«  he  (hall  judge  proper  and  expedient  ;  it  being  ab- 

folutely 
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folutely  neceiTary,  that  the  fupply  of  both  armies  fhould  be  urfder 
one  diredion;" — whereupon, 

Refolved,  That  the  above  refolution  is  fo  clear  and  explicit,  and 
fo  well  contrived  to  procure  the  due  and  proper  difcharge  of  the 
commifl'ary's  bufmefs,  that  the  fame  ought  to  be  adhered  to,  and 
immediately  tranfmitted  to  the  comm.anding  ofiicer  in  the  northern 
department,  and  to  the  commifTary  general,  as  the  full  fenfe  of  Con- 
grefs,  on  the  commifTary  generaPs  right  to  dired  the  operations  of 
his  department,  both  as  contra£xor  and  iffuer  of  provifions;  and 
that  Mr.  Trumbull  be  informed,  Congrefs  expedl  this  will  remove 
his  difficulties,  and  induce  his  continuance  in  the  oiHce  of  comraif- 
fary  for  both  armies,  at  New- York  and  on  the  lakes. 

Cono-refs  then  proceeded  to  the  election  of  fundry  officers,  and 
the  ballots  being  taken, 

David  M'Clure  was  dtditd.  chaplain,  and  Ephraim  Douglaf&, 
quarter-mafter  of  the  battalion  commanded  by  colonel  M'Coy. 

John-  Trumbull,  Efq;  was  eleded  deputy  adjutant  general  af 
the  army  in  the  northern  department,  and  Morgan  Lewis,  Efq; 
deputy  quarter-mafter  general  of  the  faid  army. 

Refohed,  That  the  board  of  war  be  direded  to  order  the  French 
officers,  who  have  received  commiffions  from  Congrefs,  to  repair 
immediately  to  the  places  of  their  deftination. 

Refched,  That  Mr,  J.  Meafe  be  directed  to  pay  the  firft  batta- 
lion of  Virginia  troops,  on  their  march  to  New-York,  the  arrears 

due  to  them. 

The  committee  of  treafury,  to  whom  the  petition  of  George 
Nicholfon  was  referred,  returned  the  fame,  and  reported,  that  it 
ou2;ht  to  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war : 

^Refohed,  That  the  faid  petition  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into 
confideration ;  whereupon, 

Rcfohed,  Af.  it  appears  from  colonel  Warner's  reprefentation  of 
the  ftate  of  his  regiment,  that  major  Painter^s  appointment  much 
obftruds  the  raifing  the  faid  regiment,  that,  therefore,  major 
Painter  be  direfted  to  repair  to  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  that  the 
matter  may  be  enquired  into,  and  that  it  be  recommended  to  col. 
Warner  and  the  other  officers,  that  they  forthwith  proceed  to  raife 
their  men  and  complete  the  regiment,  relying  on  the  juftice  of 
Conr^refs  for  the  fettlement  of  the  uneafmefs  among  them: 

That  the  militia  at  New- York  be  paid  by  the  pay-mafter  gene- 
ral there,  before  difcharged. 

Refohed,  That  the  remainder  of  the  report  be  re-committed. 

Concrrefsrefolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take 
into  their  farther  confideration  the  report  of  the  board  of  war,  and 
after  fome  time,  the  prefident  refamed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Nelfon 
reported,  that  the  committee  have  had  under  confideration  the 
matter  to  them  referred,-  but  not  having  come  to  a  conclufion,  de- 
fire  leave  to  fit  a?ain.  Refohedy 
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Refohed^  That  this  Congrefs  will  to-morrow  refolve  itfelf  into 
a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  confideration  the  report  of 
the  board  of  war. 

Refohedf  That  Mr.  J,  Meafe  be  direded  to  deliver  fuch  a  num- 
ber of  blankets  as  he  has,  belonging  to  the  continent,  to  captain 
Watkins  for  the  ufe  of  his  company  which  is  inliiled.  to  ferve  dur^ 
ing  the  war,  not  exceeding  one  to  each  man. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Friday,  Septe?nber  13,   1776* 

Two  letters  of  the  7th  and  nth  from  general  tVafhihgton, 

One  of  the  8tli  from  general  Green,  and 

A  refolution  of  the  committee  of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania  of  the 
15th  were  read,  and  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

The  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  lord  Howe  having  re- 
turned, made  a  verbal  report. 

Ordered,  That  they  make  a  report  in  writing  as  foon  as  conve- 
niently they  can. 

The  committee  of  the  treafury  reported  that  there  is  due, 

To  Peter  Baker  for  1 149  rations  fupplied  colonel  Peter  Grubb's 
battalion  of  militia,  and  204  meals  to  different  companies  of  mili- 
tia, on  their  march  to  New-Jerfey,  123  dollars  and  nineteen  nine- 
tieths : 

To  John  Bates  for  266  camp  kettles  delivered  to  Guftavus  Rif- 
berg,  affiftantto  the  deputy  quarter  mailer  general,  for  the  flying 
camp,   354  dollars  and  fixty  ninetieths  : 

To  Richard  Cheney  for  291  meals  fupplied  the  militia  on  their 
march  to  New-Jerfey,  29  dollars  and  nine  ninetieths  : 

To  Charles  Ford  for  10  weeks  board,  lodging,  and  wafliing  for 
Wiliiam  Whiting,  a  wounded  ferjeant,  from  8th  June  to  17th 
Auguft,  10  weeks,  at  i  dollar  and  one  third  per  week,  13  dollars 
and  thirty  ninetieths : 

To  major  Regonville,  captain  Duchene,  lieutenant  Smith,  and 
lieutenant  Demuraux,  Canadian  prifoners,  fcr  their  allowance 
from  3^  November  1775  to  6th  September  1776  incluiive,  is  44 
weeks,  at  2  dollars  a  week^  352  dollars,  and  that  the  fame  be 
paid  to  Monfr.  Regonville  : 

To  Robert  Tov/ers  for  artillery  ftores  for  2  three  pound  travel- 
ling cannon  ordered  by  Jofeph  Hewes,  Efq;  for  the  Hate  of 
North-Carolina,  72  dollars  and  fixtyfour  ninetieths: 

To  Graaf,  M'Clenachan,  Hollingfworth,  and  Grigfon,  for 
which  a  warrant  is  to  be  drawn  in  favour  of  the  honourable 
Thomas  Lynch,  Efq;  for  their  expences  to  and  from  Williamf* 
burg  with  the  hire  of  a  waggon,  with  money  for  South-Carolina; 
267  dollars  and  thirty-two  ninetieths  : 

To  Jofeph  Beck  going  exprefs  from  Philadelphia  to  Virginia 
340  miles,  at  one  fixth  of  a  dollar,  56  dollars  : 
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To  Michael  Millenbergef  for  five  days  ufe  of  his  two  horfe  wag- 
gons, in  tranfporting  the  fick  troops  in  New-Jerfey,  of  captain- 
Brown's  company,    13  dollars  and  thirty  ninetieths  : 

To  Frederick  Bicking  for  221  reams  of  paper  for  continental 
currency,  at  6  dollars  and  eighty-four  ninetieths  a  ream,  153.2 
dollars  and  twenty-four  ninetieths  : 

To  William  Clayton  for  338  meals  of  viiiuals  fupplied  the  mili- 
tia on  their  march  to  New-Jerfey,  3^2  dollars  and  feventy-two  nine- 
tieths : 

Ordered^  That  the  fald  accounts  be  paid. 

Two  letters  of  the  8th  from  general  Schuyler  with  fundry  pa- 
pers inclofed  ;  one  of  the  7th  from  Walter  Livingfton,  and  one 
of  the  J  2th  of  Augull  from  brigadier-general  Armflrong  were 
read : 

Ordered^  That  the  foregoing  letters  with  the  papers  inclofed  in 
that  from  general  Schuyler,  except  what  relates  to  general  Mont- 
gomery's accounts,  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war,  and  that  the 
papers  relative  to  the  faid  accounts,  be  referred  to  the  board  of 
treafury. 

Congrefs  then  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to 
take  into  coniideration,  the  report  of  the  board  of  war,  and  after 
fome  time  the  prefident  refumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Nelfon  report- 
ed that  the  committee  have  had  under  confideration  the  matter 
referred  to  them,  but  not  having  yet  come  to  a  conclufion,  defired 
leave  to  fit  again. 

Refolved^  That  this  Congrefs  will  to-morrow  refolve  itfelf  into  a 
committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  confideration  the  report  of 
the  board  of  war. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Saturday,  Septefnber  14,   1776. 

A  letter  from  R.  H.  Harrifon,  fecretary  to  general  Wafhing- 
ton,  was  read. 

Four  French  offieers,  who  arrived  in  the  Reprifal,  captain 
Weeks,  being  recommended  to  Congrefs, 

Refolvedy  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report  which  was  taken  into 
confideration  ;  whereupon, 

Refolved,  That  the  ofiicers  of  militia,  when  on  their  march,  and 
while  in  fervice,  be  allowed  rations  like  the  officers  on  the  jconti- 
iiental  eftablilhment,  without  any  allowance  of  mileage: 

That  the  commander  in  chief  in  the  northern  army  be  diredled 
to  ere£l  barracks  and  other  accommodations  in  the  mofl  conveni- 
ent places  in  that  department,  and  provide  magazines  of  flraw, 
fuel  and  other  necelTaries  for  winter-q^uarters  for  fuch  number  of 

troops,  as  he  fhall  think  proper : 

^  That 
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That  general  Schuyler  be  informed  that  his  letter  of  the  16th  of 
laft  month  was  duly  received,  and  referred  to  the  committee  ap- 
pointed to  inquire  into  the  caufes  of  the  mifcarriages  in  Canada  : 
That  captain  Martindale  and  lieutenant  Turner  be  allowed  their 
pay  and  rations  to  this  time,  and  that  they  be  referred  to  the  trea- 
fury  board  for  a  fettlement  of  their  accounts  : 

That  fifteen  tons  of  powder,  twenty  thoufand  flints,  ten  tons  of 
lead,  and  one  hundred  reams  of  cartridge  paper  be  immediately 
fent  to  general  Gates  for  the  ufe  of  the  army  in  the  northern  de- 
partment ; 

That  brigadier-general   Armftrong  have  leave  to   return   from. 
South-Carolina  to  Philadelphia  : 

That  deputy  commiffary  Livingfton's  refignation  be  accepted  :. 
That  captains  Wait  Hopkins  and  Gideon  Brownfon  be  referred 
to  the  comraiffioners  appointed  to  audit   accounts  in  the  northern 
department,  for  a  fettlement  of  their  accounts  : 

That  all  continental  troops  and  militia  going  home  from  fervice 
reftore  all  continental  arms,  and  other  property,  and  alfo  all  am- 
munition remaining  in  their  poffeflion,  at  the  time  of  their  being 
about  to  return.  Their  pay  to  be  withheld  unlefs  they  produce 
certificates  from  the  commiffary  of  ftores  or  quarter  mailer  gene- 
ral or  their  deputies  in  the  department,  where  fuch  continental 
troops,  or  militia  Ihall  ferve.  And  if  any  continental  property, 
or  ammunition  be  carried  away  by  the  militia  before  this  refolve, 
ftoppages  to  be  made  from  fuch  as  have  not  received  their  pay, 
and  that  meafures  be  taken  with  thofe,  who  have  been  paid,  by 
the  councils  offafety,  or  legiflatures  of  each  ftate,  for  the  reftora- 
tion  of  fuch  continental  property  and  amrnunition. 

A  memorial  from  Jonathan  Glover  was  read  and  referred  to  the 
marine  committee. 

A  letter  of  the  9th  from  general  Lee  to  the  board  of  war,  was 
laid  before  Congrefs  and  read. 

A  petition  from  captains  Jo feph  Gardner,  James  M*  Dow  ell, 
John  M'Dowell,  Samuel  Evans,  Ephraim  Blackburn,  and  Stcr 
phen  Cochran  was  read. 

Refolved^  That  25000  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  flate  of  Ma- 
ryland, which  is  to  be  accountable  for  the  fame. 

The  committees  of  Weftmoreland  and  Bedford  having  in  purfu*!- 
ance  of  the  refolution  of  Congrefs  of  the  15th  July  recommended 
Van  Swearingan,  JVTofes  Carfan,  Samuel  Miller,  James  Piggot, 
Wendal  Oury,  Pavid  Killgore,  Eliezer  Miers,  and  Andrew 
Mann  for  captains  in  the  regiment  commanded  by  colonel  M'Coy, 
and  Robert  Mofley,  John  Findley,  Matthew  Jack,  Ezechiel 
Hickman,  Richard  Carfan,  William  M.  Greary,  James  M'Dow- 
ell, and  Thomas  Cook,  for  ill  lieutenants;  William  Thompfon, 
Alexander  Sumrall,  James  Guthery,  Philip  Rodgers,  Samuel 
Smith,  William  Mountz,  James  Buler,  jun.  and  John   Crawford 

for 
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for  2d  lieutenants  ;  Benjamin  Neely,  Jofeph  Kerr,  John  Sims, 
David  Wherry,  Devalt  Mecklin,  Feolty  Weaver,  John  Read, 
and  Aquila  Wliite  for  enfigns,  in  the  faid  battalion. 

Refoived,  That  they  be  accepted,  and  that  commiiTions  be 
granted  to  them  accerdingly. 

Whereas  the  delegates  of  South-Carolina  have  reprefented  that 
by  an  arrangement  made  by  Congrefs  on  the  iSth  day  of  June 
laft,  the  regiment  of  artillery  and  two  regiments  of  riflemen  raifed 
in  that  province,  will  obtain  precedency  over  a  regiment  of  ran- 
gers, though  the  latter  was  raifed  before  either  of  the  former, 
which  may  be  attended  with  confequences  extremely  prejudicial 
to  the  fervice  ;  therefore, 

Refohed^  That  the  faid  regiment  of  rangers  commanded  by  co- 
lonel William  Thompfon,  dq  ftill  keep  the  fame  Ilation  it  had  in 
the  provincial  arrangement,  and  be  intitled  to  rank  in  the  fame 
way  as  other  regiments  in  the  continental  fervice. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred.,  being  poftponed : 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

Monday,  Septemher  j6,   1776. 

A  letter  of  the  14th  from  general  Wafhington,  one  of  the  9th 
from  general  Schuyler  inclofinga  copy  of  one  from  general  Gates, 
dated  the  6th,  and  one  of  the  2d  fram  general  Gates  with  funary 
papers  inclofed  were  read,  and  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter  of  the  2d  from  general  Schuyler  was  alfo  read  : 

Ordered,  That  this  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  indian  af- 
fairs. 

There  being  fundry  vacancies  in  colonel  Warner's  battalion, 
Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  ele6tion  of  officers  to  fill  up  the  fame, 
and  the  ballots  being  taken, 

John   Faffet   and  M'Une  were  eletled   captains  in   the 

room  of  John  Grant  and  Jacob  Vorfborough,  who  have  declined 
to  accept  their  commiffions,  on  account  of  their  ill  flate  of  health  ; 

Jofeph  Salford,  Thomas    Ranfon,  John  Chipman,  and  Robert 

Terrence  firft   lieutenants  in   the  room  of Dean  deceafed, 

Wooibridgeand  Allen  who  decline  ferying,  and  J.  Faffett  promoted; 

Benjamin  Hopkins  adjutant. 

Refolved,  That  there  be  an  addition  of  three  brigadiers-general 
in  the  continental  army,  and  that  Congrefs  proceed  immediately 
to  the  choice :  '  \ 

The  ballots  being  taken, 

Chriflopher  Gadfden,  William  Moultrie,  and  Lachlan  M'In- 
tofh  were  clefted. 

A  letter  of  the  31(1  of  Augufl:  from  brigadier-general  Lewis, 
and  one  of  the  30th  of  the  fame  month  from  William  Rickman, 
director  of  the  hofpital  in  the  fouthern  department  were  read  : 

Ordered^  That  the  letter  from  W.  Rickman  be  referred  to  the 
medical  committee.  Refolved^ 
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"Refolved^  That  50,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  delegates  of 
Georgia,  for  the  life  of  the  continental  troops  in  that  flate,  the 
faid  delegates  to  be  accountable. 

Refolved.  That  to-morrow  be  alTigned  for  appointing  coramif- 
fioners,  to  audit  the  public  accounts  in  Virginia. 

It  being  repreiented  by  the  delegates  of  North-Carolina,  that 
from  late  accounts  it  appears,  that  the  fituation  of  affairs  in  that 
ftate  is  fuch,  as  to  render  it  dangerous,  if  not  impracticable  to 
execute  the  refolution  of  Congrefs  of  the  3d  inllant,  ordering 
two  of  the  North-Carolina  battalions,  under  the  command  of  bri- 
gadier-general Moore,  to  march  to  reinforce  the  army  at  New- 
York  ;  whereupon  j 

Refolvedy  That  it  be  left  to  the  difcretion  of  the  council  of  fafe- 
ty  of  North-Carolina,  to  execute  or  fufpend  that  refolution,  ac- 
cording as  they  jTiall  think  it  moll  conducive  to  the  public  fervice, 
and  the  fafety  of  their  particular  ftate. 

Congrefs  then  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to 
take  into  conlideration  the  report  of  the  board  of  war,  and  after 
fome  time,  the  prefident  refumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Nelfon  re- 
ported, that  the  committee  have  had  under  confideration,  the  re- 
port from  the  board  of  war,  and  have  made  fundry  amendments, 
which  they  ordered  him  to  lay  before  Congrefs  : 

Congrefs  then  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  board  of 
war,  and  the  amendments  offered  by  the  committee  of  the  whole, 
and  thereupon  came  to  the  following  refolutions  : 

That  eighty-eight  battalions  be  inlifled  as   foon  as  poflible,  to 
ferve  during  the  prefent  war,  and  that  each  ftate  furnifh  their  re-, 
fpedlive  quotas  in  the  following  proportions,  viz. 
New-Hamp(hire,  3   battalions. 

MafTachufetts-Bay,     15   do. 
Rhode- ifland,  1  do. 

Connecticut,  8  do. 

New-York,  4  do. 

New-Jerfey,  4  do. 

Pennfylvania,  /  12   do. 

Delaware,  i   do. 

Maryland,  8  do. 

Virginia,  15   do. 

North-Carolina,  9  do. 

South-Carolina,  6  do. 

Georgia,  i    do. 

That  twenty  dollars  be  given  as  a  bounty  to  each  non-coramif- 
fioned  officer  and  private  foldler,  who  fhall  enllft  to  ferve  during 
the  prefent  war,  unlefs  fooner  difcharged  by  Congrefs  : 

That  Congrefs  make  provifion  for  granting  lands  in  the  follow- 
ing proportions,  to  the  of&cers  and  foldiers  who  fhall  fo  engage  m 
fhe  feryice,  and  continue  therein  to  the  clofe  of  the  war,  or  until 

difcharged 
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difcharged  by  Congrefs,  and  to  the  reprefeptatives  of  fuch  officers 
and  foldiers,  as  fhall  be  flain  by  the  enemy. 

Such  lands  to  be  provided  by  the  United  States,  and  whatever 
expence  fhall  be  necefTary  to  procure  fuch  land,  the  faid  expencc 
fhall  be  paid  and  borne  by  the  flates  in  the  fame  proportion  as  the 
other  expences  of  the  war,  viz. 

To  a     colonel  500  Acres. 

To  a     lieutenant-colonel    450 
To  a     major  400 

To  a     captain  300 

To  a     lieutenant  200 

To  an  enfign  150 

Each  non-comtnlffloned  officer  and  foldier  100. 

That  the  appointment  of  all  officers  and  filling  up  vacaucies, 
(except  general  officers)  be  left  to  the  governments  of  the  feveral 
ftates,  and  that  every  liate  provide  arms,  cloathing,  and  every 
neceifary  for  its  quota  of  troops,  according  to  the  foregoing  efli- 
mate.  The  expence  of  the  cloathing  to  be  dedu6ted  from  the  pay 
of  the  foldiers  asufual: 

That  all  officers  be  commiffioned  by  Congrefs  : 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  feveral  flates,  that  they  take 
the  moil  fpeedy  and  efFe6tual  meafures  for  inlifling  their  feveral 
quotas  : 

That  the  money  to  be  given  for  bounties  be  paid  by  the  payr 
mailer  in  the  department  where  the  foldier  fhall  inliil : 

That  each  foldier  receive  pay  and  fubfiftance  from  the  time  of 
inliilment. 

The  committee  of  treafury  reported,  that  there  is  due. 

To  Adam  Zantzinger,  for  the  expence  of  five  light  horfe  efcort- 
ino-  mone}r  to  New- York,  and  one  from  thence  to  Albany,  94 
dollars  and  fixty-four  ninetieths  : 

To  John  Bate?,  for  300  camp-kettles  delivered  to  Guflavus 
Rifberg,  400  dollars: 

To  Philip  Baker,  for  289  meals  of  vi6luals,  fupplied  captains 
Grier  and  Nelfon's  companies  of  continental  troops,  18  dollars  and 
thirty-one  ninetieths  : 

To  David  Tryon,  William  Green,  Peter  Peterfon,  George  Lan- 
ders and  Samuel  Brulh,  for  the  hire  of  their  fhallops,  with  conti- 
nental troops  and  baggage,  from  Wilmington  to  Trenton,  104 
dollars : 

Ordered^  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

Rtfohedy  That  to-raorrov^r  be  affigned  for  taking  into  confider- 
ation  the  articles  of  war. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poflponed  : 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Tuesday, 
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Tuesday,   September  17,   1776. 

A  letter  of  the  23d  of  Auguft,  from  V.  De  Coetery  Prejent, 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  marine  committee. 

The  ftate  of  Maryland  having  recommended  Thomas  Beale,  Efq; 
to  be  captain;  Peter  Conter  Hanfon,  firil  lieutenant;  James  Lin- 
gar,  fecond  lieutenant,  and  Richard  Dorfey,  third  lieutenant,  in 
colonel  Stevenfon's  battalion;  and  Elijah  Evans  to  be  a  third  lieu- 
tenant in  the  faid  battalion,  in  the  room  of  Henry  Hardman  who 
has  refigned : 

Refolved,  That  they  be  accepted,  and  commifiions  granted  to 
them  accordingly. 

The  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  lord  Howe,  agreeable 
to  the  order  of  Congrefs,  brought  in  a  report  in  writing,  which 
was  read  as  follows : 

*'  In  obedience  to  the  orders  of  Congrefs,  we  have  had  a  meet- 
ing with  lord  Howe.  It  was  on  Wednefday  laft  upon  Staten- 
Illand,  oppofite  to  Amboy,  where  his  lordfliip  received  and  en- 
tertained us  with  the  utmoft  politenefs. 

His  lordfhip  opened  the  converfation  by  acquainting  us>  that, 
tho'  he  could  not  treat  with  us  as  a  committee  of  Congrefs,  yet,  as 
his  powers  enabled  him  to  confer  and  confult  with  any  private  gen- 
tlemen of  influence  in  the  colonies,  on  the  means  of  reftoring  peace 
between  the  two  countries,  he  was  glad  of  this  opportunity  of  con- 
ferring with  us  on  that  fubjeft,  if  we  thought  ourfelves  at  liberty 
to  enter  into  a  conference  with  him  in  that  charadler.  We  ob- 
ferved  to  his  lordfhip,  that,  as  our  buiinefs  w^as  to  hear,  he  might 
confider  us  in  what  light  he  pleafed,  and  communicate  to  us  any 
propofitions  he  might  be  authorifed  to  make  for  the  purpofe  men- 
tioned; but,  that  we  could  confider  ourfelves  in  no  other  characler 
than  that  in  which  we  were  placed,  by  order  of  Congrefs.  His 
lordfhip  then  entered  into  a  difcourfe  of  a  conhderable  length, 
which  contained  no  explicit  proportion  of  peace,  except  one, 
namely.  That  the  colonies  fhould  return  to  their  allegiance  and 
obedience  to  the  government  of  Great-Britain.  The  reil  confifted 
principally  of  affurances,  that  there  was  an  exceeding  good  difpo- 
fition  in  the  king  and  his  miniHers  to  make  that  s;overnment  eafy 
to  us,  with  intimations,  that,  in  cafe  of  our  fubmifFion,  they 
would  caafe  the  offenfive  afts  of  Parliament  to  be  revifed,  and  the 
inftru6lions  to  governors  to  be  re-confidered;  that  fo,  if  any  jull 
caufes  of  complaint  were  found  in  the  a£ts,  or  any  errors  in  go- 
vernment were  perceived  to  have  crept  into  the  inilruftions,  they 
might  be  amended  or  withdrawn. 

We  gave  it  as  our  opinion  to  his  lordfliip,  that  a  return  to  the 
domination  of  Great-Britain  was  not  now  to  be  expedcd.  Wc 
mentioned  the  repeated  humble  petitions  of  the  colonies  to  the 
king  and  parliament,  which  had  been  treated  with  contempt  and 
anfwered  only  by  additional  injuries ;  the  unexampled  patience  wc 

had 
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liad  fliewn  under  their  tyrannical  government,  and  that  it  was  not 
till  the  late  a6l  of  parliament  which  denounced  war  againft  us,  and 
put  us  out  of  the  king's  prote6lion,  that  we  declared  our  Indepen-* 
dance;  that  this  declaration  had  been  called  for  by  the  people  of 
tlie  colonies  in  general ;  that  every  colony  had  approved  of  it> 
■when  made,  and  all  now  confidered  themielves  as  Independant 
States,  and  were  fettling  or  had  fettled  their  governments  accord- 
ingly; fo  that  it  was  not  in  the  power  of  Congrefs  to  agree  for 
them,  that  they  fhould  return  to  their  former  dependant  date;' 
that  there  was  no  doubt  of  their  inclination  to  peace,  and  their 
willingnefs  to  enter  into  a  treaty  with  Britain,  that  might  be  ad- 
vantageous to  both  countries;  that,  though  his  lordfhip  had  at 
prefent  no  power  to  treat  with  them  as  Independant  States,  he 
might>  if  there  was  the  fame  p-ood  difpofition  in  Britain,  much 
fooner  obtain  fre(h  powers  from  thence,  for  that  purpofe,  than 
powers  could  be  obtained  by  Congrefs,  from  the  feveral  colonies> 
to  confent  to  a  fubmifiion. 

His  lordfhip  then  faying,  that  he  was  forry  to  find,  that  no  ac- 
commodation was  like  to  take  place,  put  an  end  to  the  conference. 

Upon  the  whole,  it  did  not  appear  to  your  committee,  that  his 
lordfhip's  commiffion  contained  any  other  authority  than  that  ex- 
prefTed  in  the  a6t  of  parliament,  namely,  that  of  granting  pardons, 
with  fuch  exceptions  as  the  commiflioners  fhall  think  proper  to 
make,  and  of  declaring  Amer^a,  yr  any  part  of  it,  to  be  in  the 
king's  peace,  upon  fubmiffion:  For,  as  to  th^power^E. enquiring 
into  th?  flate  of  America,  .which  his  lordfhip  mentioned  to  us,  and 
of  conferring  and  confulting  with  any  perfons  the  commiflioners 
might  think  proper,  and  reprefenting  the  refult  of  fuch  converfa- 
tion  to  the  miniftry,  who,  provided  the  colonies  would  fubjedl 
themfelves,  might  after  all,  or  might  not  at  their  pleafure,  make 
any  alterations  in  the  former  inftruftions  to  governors,  or  propofe 
in  parliament  any  amendment  of  the  adls  complained  of,  we  ap- 
prehended any  exped^ation  from  the  efFeft  of  fuch  a  power  would 
have  been  too  uncertain  and  precarious  to  be  relied  on  by  America, 
had  fhe  flill  continued  in  her  Hate  of  dependance." 

Ordered^  That  the  foregoing  report,  and  alfo  the  meflage  from 
lord  Howe,  as  delivered  by  general  Sullivan,  and  the  refolutionof 
Congrefs  in  confequence  thereof,  be  publilhed  by  the  committee, 
who  brought  in  the  foregoing  report. 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  committee  publifh  lord  Drummond's  let- 
ters to  general  Wafhin^ton,  and  the  general's  anfwers. 

Sundry  refolutions  being  moved  and  feconded,  in  addition  to 
thofe  pafied  yellerday,  relative  to  the  new  army : 

After  debate, 

Refolved,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter  of  the  loth,  from  brigadier  general  Lewis,  was  rcad^ 

Alfo,  a  letter  from  James  Forreft  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
board  of  war.  Congrefs 
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Congrefs  took  into  coniideration  the  plan  of  treatic?  to  be  pro- 
pofed  to  foreign  nations,  with  the  amendments  agreed  to  by  the 
committee  of  the  whole,   and  the  fame  was  agreed  to. 

A  letter  of  the  i6th  from  general  Wafhington  was  received  and 
read. 

Refolved,  That  the  confideration  of  the  inftriiflions  to  be  given 
to  the  commiffioners  to  foreign  itates,  be  poftponed  till  to-morrow. 

Ordered,  That  1066  dollars  and  two  thirds  be  advanced  to 
Robert  Erwin,  w^aggon-mafter  general. 

Refolvedy  That  the   fecret  committee   be  difefted,  after  arming 
the  German  battalion,  to  arm  the  Maryland  company  on  its  march 
to  New- York  with  the  remainder,  or  with  as  many  arms,  as  (hall 
then  be  in  their  pofTeffion  belonging  to  the  continent. 
:y    The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poflponed: 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Wednesday,    September    18,    1776. 

A  letter  of  the  [6th  from  R,  Dallam,  deputy  paymaller  general, 
was  read. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into 
confideration  ;  whereupon, 

Refdved,  That  if  rations  be  received  by  the  officers  or  privates 
in  the  continental  army  in  money,  they  be  paid  at  the  rate  of 
eight  ninetieths  of  a  dollar  per  ration  : 

That  Monfr.  Jacque  Paul  Go  vert  have  the  rank  and  pay  of  a 
captain-lieutenant  of  artillery  in  the  continental  army,  and  that  a 
commiffion  be  gjiven  to  him  accordingly  : 

That  the  medical  committee  fend  an  affortment  of  proper  medi- 
cines to  the  northern  army  ; 

That  Monfr.  de  Vermonet  have  the  rank  and  pay  of  a  major  by 
brevet,  he  being  a  gentleman  of  conliderable  military  abilities  : 

That  the  bounty  and  grants  of  land  offered  by  Congrefs,  by  a 
refolution  of  the  i6th  inftant,  as  an  encouragement  to  the  officers 
and  foldiers  to  engage  to  ferve  in  the  army  of  the  United  States 
during  the  war,  (hall  extend  to  all  who  are,  or  (hall  be  inlifted  for 
that  term  ;  the  bounty  of  ten  dollars,  which  any  of  the  foldiers 
have  received  from  the  continent,  on  account  of  a  former  inliftment 
to  be  reckoned  in  part  payment  of  the  twenty  dollars  offered  by 
the  faid  refolution  : 

That  no  officer  in  the  continental  army  be  allowed  to  hold  more, 
than  one  commillion,  or  to  receive  pay  but  in  one  capacity  at  the 
fame  time. 

Refolved,  That  the  remainder  of  the  report  be  poflooned. 

Refolved,  That  the  board  of  war  be  directed  to  prepare  a  refolu- 
tion for  enforcing  and  perfefting  difcipline  in  the  army. 

Ordered,  That  1564  dollars  and  forty-five  ninetieths  be  paid  in 
fpecie  to  John  Boi^field,  and  Jiarged  to  the  ac<;ount  of  brigadier- 

VoL.  II.  Z  z  general 


J62  JOURNALS    OF    CoNGRESS. 

general  Arnold,  the  fame  being  in  full  of  brigadier-general  Ar- 
nold's note  of  the  nth  of  May  laft  : 

That  an  order  for  looo  dollars  be  dravv^n  on  the  treafurer,  in 
fa^vour  of  the  committee  appointed  to  contract  for  calling  cannon, 
they  to  be  accountable  : 

That  the  fecret  committee  furnifh  the  faid  committee  v,^ith  two 
barrels  of  powder  for  proving  cannon. 

Refohedi  That  captain  M'Kinzie,  a  prifonerin  the  gaol  of  Phi - 
ladel^jhia,  be  liberated  on  his  parole,  the  ftate  of  his  health  re- 
quiring air  and  exercife ;  and  that  he  be  ordered  to  Reading  in 
Pennfylvania,  there  to  refide  under  the  fame  rellridiions  as  other 
prifoners  on  their  parole. 

The  committee  of  treafury  brought  in  a  report  on  the  ways  and 
means  of  raifmg  five  millions  of  dollars,  which  was  read  : 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  inftru6lions  to  the  commif- 
fioners,  and  after  debate, 

Refohedj  That  the  farther  confideration  thereof  be  poftporied. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed  : 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Thursday,  Septemher   19,   1776. 

The  board  of  treafury  reported,  that  they  have  examined  the 
vouchers  brought  into  their  office  by  Jofeph  Hewes,  Efq;  one  of 
the  naval  committee,  by  which  it  appears  that  the  naval  commit- 
tee have  expeaded  the  fum  of  134J333  dollars  and  twenty -feven 
ninetieths,  in  fitting  out  eight  armed  veffels. 

Refohedf  That  the  fame  be  allowed,  and  pafled  to  the  credit  of 
the  faid  committee. 

Tiie  naval  committee  having  laid  before  Congrefs  an  account  of 
fundry  outftanding  debts,  and  of  fundry  goods  by  them  purchafed, 
and  put  into  the  hands  of  different  perfons,  who  have  not  yet  ac- 
counted for  the  fame  ; 

Refolvedy  That  the  faid  account  be  delivered  to  the  marine  com- 
mittee, and  that  they  be  directed  to  take  effectual  meafures  to 
have  the  faid  outftanding  debts  colleded  and  accounts  fettled. 

Refohed,  That  66  dollars  and  two  thirds  be  advanced  to  major 
le  chevalier  de  Vermonet,  he  to  be  accountable  : 

That  major  de  Vermonet  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury, 
for  a  fettlement  of  his  account  for  rations  : 

That  TOO  dollars  be  advanced  to  captain  William  Davies  of 
Virginia,  for  the  ufe  of  his  company  on  their  march  to  New- York, 
he  to  be  accountable. 

A  petition  from  captain  Woelper  v.^as  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  delegates  of  Pennfylvania 
and  Maryland,  Vv'ho  are  directed  to  fettle  the  rank  of  the  captains 
and  fubalterns  in  the  German  battalion,  and  report  to  Congrefs. 

The 
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The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into 
confi  deration  ;  whereupon, 

Rejolved,  That  Monfr.  Marquis  de  Malmady  be  appointed  to 
the  rank  and  pay  of  a  major  by  brevet  in  the  continental  army,  and 
receive  a  commiHion  accordingly  : 

That  Monfr.  Jean  Louis  Imbret,  a  gentleman  well  recommen- 
ded as  an  engineer,  be  fent  to  general  Wafhington  to  be  employed 
jn  that  capacity,  in  order  to  fhew  his  abilities,  and  that  one  months 
pay  as  a  captain  be  advanced  for  his  expences  : 

That  Monfr.  Chriftian  de  Colerus  be  appointed  to  the  rank  and 
pay  of  a  major  by  brevet,  and  that  his  commifilon  be  forthwith 
given  him  : 

That  Monfr.  Jean  Louis  de  Virnejouz  be  appointed  to  the  rank 
and  pay  of  a  captain  by  brevet,  and  commifiioned  accordingly  : 

.That  the  commander  in  chief  of  the  forces  of  thefe  ftates  in  the 
feveral  departments,  be  dire6led  to  give  pofitive  orders  to  the  bri- 
gadier-generals and  colonels,  and  all  other  officers  in  their  feveral 
armies,  that  the  troops  under  their  command  may  every  day  be 
called  together,  and  trained  in  arms,  in  order  that  officers  and 
men  may  be  perfected  in  the  manual  exerclfe  and  manoeuvres,  and 
inured  to  the  moft  exemplary  difcipline,  and  that  all  officers  be 
affured,  that  the  Congrefs  will  confider  activity  and  fuccefs,  in  in- 
troducing difcipline  into  the  army  among  the  beft  recommenda- 
tions for  promotion. 

The  commiffioners  for  fettling  the  public  accounts  in  the  nor- 
thern army,  having  reprefented  to  the  board  of  tr£afury ,  that  fun- 
dry  officers  in  the  army  holding  two  commiffions  had,  previous  Xo 
the  time  of  general  Schuyler's  receiving  the  order  of  Congrefs  not 
to  allow  pay  to  any  perfon  for  more  than  one  commiffion,  received 
warrants  from  the  general  for  payment  in  their  double  capacity, 
and  defiring  to  know  whether  fuch  accounts  are  to  be  allowed  : 

Refolvedy  That  fuch  warrants  drawn  by  general  Schuyler  previ- 
ous to  the  time  of  his  receiving  the  order  of  Congrefs,  be  allowed 
by  the  commiffioners  : 

That,  to  prevent  for  the  future  warrants  being  drawn  by  any 
general  in  the  continental  army,  in  favour  of  any  ofiicer,  for  more 
than  one  commiffion,  the  order  of  Congrefs  be  publiilied,  that  no 
officer  in  the  continental  army  is  allowed  to  hold  more  than  on^ 
commiffion,  or  to  receive  pay  but  in  one  capacity. 

The  committee  of  treafury  reported,  that  there  is  due. 

To  Henry  Brothers,  54  dollars;  George  Troxl'ell,  64  dollars 
and  feventy-two  ninetieths,  and  Jacob  Miller,  60  dollars  ;  the 
whole  amounting  to  178  dollars  and  feventy  two  ninetieths;  to  be 
paid  to  colonel  George  Strieker,  for  the  hire  of  three  waggons 
from  Maryland  to  Philadelphia,  with  the  baggage  of  two  field 
officers,  and  two  companies  belonging  to  the  German  battalion  : 

To  the  late  colonel  Caleb  Perry,  for  provifions  fupplied  the 
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militia  on  tlielr  march  to  New-Jerfey,  with  their  ferriage,  and  the 
fei'riage  of  baggage-waggons  over  Schuylkill,  53  dollars;  to  be 
paid  to  John  Jacobs  : 

Ordered^  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

A  memorial  from  the  chevalier  Dorre  was  read: 

Ordered y  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

The  committee  for  indian  affairs  brought  in  a  report,  which  was 
taken  into  confideration ;  whereupon, 

Rejohed,  That  66  dollars  and  fixty  ninetieths  be  paid  to  Jacob 
Fowler,  of  the  Montauk  tribe  of  indians  on  Long-Iiland,  for  his 
trouble  in  going  to  the  Mohawk  and  Oneida  nations  of  indians, 
and  for  his  fervices  whilft  he  remained  amongfl  them  ; 

That  the  commanding  officers  of  the  feveral  pofts,  on  the  fron- 
tiers of  Virginia  and  Pennfylvania,  be  defired  to  give  the  earlieft 
intelligence  they  can  of  every  important  occurrence  they  may  have 
notice  of,  refpefting  the  indians,  to  the  commiffioners,  or,  when 
they  are  not  in  the  way,  to  the  agent  for  indian  affairs  : 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  frontiers,  and 
to  the  officers  at  all  the  pofts  there,  to  treat  the  indians,  who  be- 
have peaceably  and  inoffenfively,  with  kindnefs  and  civility,  and 
not  to  fuffer  them  to  be  ill-ufed  or  infulted  ; 

That  400  dollars  be  paid  to  the  agent  for  indian  affairs,  in  the 
middle  department,  for  expenditures,  and  be  accounted  for  by  him: 

That  the  orders  drawn  by  the  commiffioners  for  indian  affairs  in 
the  middle  departm.ent,  on  the  committee  for  indian  affairs,  for 
£  1 104  17  7^,  Pennfylvania  currency,  and  for  ^  73  o  9,  of  like 
money,  being  3 141  dollars  and  ten  ninetieths,  the  coft  of  fundry 
merchandize  bought  by  the  agent  for  the  indians ;  the  former  pay- 
able to  James  Heron,  and  the  other  to  James  Heron  and  James 
Bavard,  be  accepted,  and  that  the  money  be  paid  by  the  treafurer 
of  the  United  States  : 

That  a  talk  be  delivered  to  the  chiefs  and  warriors  of  the  Shaw- 
anefe  indians,  now  in  Philadelphia,  to  be  communicated  by  them 
to  their  nation,  in  thefe  words  : 

"   The  United  States  of  America  to  their  brethren,  the  chiefs  and 
warriors  of  the  Shawanefe  nation- 

We  have  heard  from  you  by  Mr.  Morgan,  our  agent,  and  are 
much  pleafed  with  your  reception  of  him  into  your  towns,  and 
with  your  anfwers  to  our  meffages  by  him.  We  expert  that  you 
and  our  commiffioners  will  fliortly  meet  in  council  at  Pittfburg, 
when  we  hope  our  old  friendfhip  will  be  renewed,  and  fuch  a  peace 
eftablifhed  between  us,  as  will  laft  for  ever. 

Our  young  brothers,  Wenthifficia  and  Pellawa,  have  vifited 
their  white  brethren  here  in  company  with  Mr.  Morgan.  They 
can  tell  you,  that  we  keep  our  roads  clear  of  thorns  and  briars,  and 
open  for  all  our  indian  brethren,  who  think  proper  to  vifit  us.  We 
fnall  always  be  pleafed  to  fee  our  brothers,  the  Shawanefe,  and  our 
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broth a's  of  every  other  indian  nation.  We  wifh  to  fee  fome  of 
their  wife  men  at  our  great  council-fire,  which  we  preferve  bright 
and  clear  for  all  nations." 

As  it  may  be  a  means  of  conciliating  the  friendfhip  of  the  Cana- 
dian indians,  or  at  lead  of  preventing  hoftilities  from  them,  in  fomc 
meafure,  to  affiil  the  preiident  of  Dartmouth  college,  in  New- 
Hampihire,  in  maintaining  their  youth,  who  are  now  there  under 
his  tuition,  and  whom  the  revenues  of  the  college  are  not,  at  this 
time,  fufficieat  to  fupport;  that,  for  this  purpofe,  500  dollars  be 
paid  to  the  Rev.  Dr.  Eleazer  Wheelock,  prefident  of  the  faid 
college. 

Refolved,  That  the  adjutants  of  regiments,  in  the  continental 
army,  be  allowed  the  pay  and  rations  of  captains,  and  have  the 
rank  of  firfl:  lieutenants. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  articles  of  war,  and 
after  fome  time,  the  farther  confideration  thereof  was  poftponed. 

Ordered,  That  the  fecret  committee  fupply  the  ftate  of  New* 
Jerfey  v/ith  one  ton  of  powder;  the  faid  ftate  to  be  accountable. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed ; 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Friday,   Septemher  20,   1776. 

A  letter  of  the  18th  from  general  Waftn'ngton,  and  one  of  the 
13th  from  the  general  aflembly  of  Maffachufet's  Bay,  inclofmg 
fundry  papers,  were  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  the  affenqibly  of  Maflachufet's  Bay 
be  referred  to  the  marine  committee. 

In  order  to  prevent  the  officers  and  foldiers,  who  fliall  be  enti- 
tled to  the  lands  hereafter  to  be  granted  by  the  refolution  of  Con- 
grefs of  the  i6th,  from  difpofing  of  the  fame,  during  the  war: 

Refolved,  That  Congrefs  will  not  grant  lands  to  anyperfon  or 
perfons,  claiming  under  the  afiignraent  of  an  officer  or  foldier. 

Ordered,  That  the  medical  committee  forward  300  |b.  of  Peru- 
vian bark  to  the  fouthern  department,  for  the  ufe  of  the  troop§ 
there. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  articles  of  war,  which 
being  debated  by  paragraphs,  were  agreed  to,  as  follows; 

Refolved,  That  from  and  after  the  publication  of  the  followino- 
articles,  in  the  refpeftive  armies  of  the  United  States,  the  rules 
and  articles  by  which  the  faid  armies  have  heretofore  been  p-overn- 
ed  fhall  be,  and  they  are  hereby  repealed. 

S  E  C  T  I  O  N     I. 

Art.  I.  That  every  officer  who  ftiall  be  retained  in  the  army  of 
the  United  States,  ftiall,  at  the  time  of  his  acceptance  of  his  com- 
miffion,  fubfcribe  thefe  rules  and  regulations. 

Art.  2.  It  is  earneftly  recommended  to  all  officers  and  foldiers 
diligently  to  attend  divine  fervice;  And  all  officers  and  foldiers  who 
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fhall  behave  indecently  or  irreverently  at  any  place  of  divine  wor- 
fhip,  fhall,  if  commiffioned  officers,  be  brought  before  a  general 
court  martial,  there  to  be  publicly  and  feverely  reprimanded  by 
the  prefident;  if  non-commifiioned  officers  or  foldiers,  every  per- 
fon  fo  offending  (hall  for  his  firil  offence,  forfeit  one  fixth  of  a  dol- 
lar, to  be  deducted  out  of  his  next  pay  ;  for  the  fecond  offence  he 
fhall  not  only  forfeit  a  like  a  fum,  but  be  confined  for  twenty-four 
hours;  and  for  every  like  offence  fhall  fuffer  and  pay  in  like  man- 
ner; which  money  fo  forfeited  fhall  be  applied  to  the  ufe  of  the 
fick  foldiers  of  the  troop  or  company  to  which  the  offender  belongs. 

Art.  3.  Whatfoever  non-commiffioned  officer  or  foldier  fhall 
life  any  prophane  oath  or  execration,  fnall  incur  the  penalties  ex- 
preffed  in  the  foregoing  article;  and  if  a  commiffioned  officer  be 
thus  guilty  of  prophane  curfing  or  fwearing,  he  fhall  forfeit  and 
pay  for  each  and  every  fuch  offence  two  thirds  of  a  dollar. 

Art>  4.  Every  chaplain  who  is  commiffioned  to  a  regiment, 
company,  troop  or  garrifon,  and  fhall  abfent  himfelf  from  the  faid 
regiment,  company,  troop  or  garrifon,  (excepting  in  cafe  of  fick- 
nefs  or  leave  of  abfence)  fhall  be  brought  to  a  court  martial,  and 
be  fined  not  exceeding  one  month's  pay,  befides  the  lofs  of  his  pay 
during  his  abfence,  or  be  difcharged,  as  the  faid  court  martial  fhal! 
judge  mofl  proper. 

SECTION     11. 

jf^rt.  I.  Whatfoever  officer  or  foldier  fnall  prefume  to  ufe  trai- 
terous  or  difrefpe6lful  words  againft  the  authority  of  the  United 
States  in  Congrefs  affembled,  or  the  legiflature  of  any  of  the 
United  States  in  which  he  may  be  quartered,  if  a  commiffioned  of- 
ficer he  fhal!  be  cafhiered;  if  a  non-commiffioned  officer  or  foldier 
he  fhall  fuffer  fuch  punifliment  as  ffiall  be  inflided  upon  him  by  the 
fentence  of  a  court  martial. 

Art.  2.  Any  officer  or  foldier  who  fhall  behave  himfelf  with 
contempt  or  difrefpeft  towards  the  general,  or  other  commander 
in  chief  of  the  forces  of  the  United  States,  or  fhall  fpeak  words 
tending  to  his  hurt  or  diflionour,  fliall  be  punifhed  according  to 
the  nature  of  his  offence,  by  the  judgment  of  a  court  martial. 

Art.  3.  Any  officer  or  foldier  who  fhall  begin,  excite,  caufe 
or  join  in  any  mutiny  or  fedition  in  the  troop,  company  or  regi- 
ment to  which  he  belongs,  or  in  any  other  troop  or  company  in 
the  fervice  of  the  United  States,  or  in  any  party,  poll,  detach- 
ment, or  guard,  on  any  pretence  whatfoever,  fhall  fuffer  death,  or 
fuch  other  punifhment  as  by  a  court  martial  (hall  be  infllAed. 

Art,  4.  Any  officer,  non-commiffioned  officer  or  foldier,  who 
being  prefent  at  any  mutiny  or  fedition,  does  not  ufe  his  utmofl 
endeavour  to  fupprefs  the  fame,  or  coming  to  the  knowledge  of 
any  intended  mutiny,  does  not  without  delay  give  information 
thereof  to  his  commanding  officer,  fliall  be  punifhed  by  a  court 
martial  with  death,  or  otherwife,  according  to  the  nature  of  the 
offence.  ■^^^'  S-* 
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Art.  5.  Any  officer  or  foldier  who  fliall  flrike  his  fuperior  of- 
ficer, or  draw,  or  fhall  Hft  up  any  weapon,  or  offer  any  violence 
againft  him,  being  in  the  execution  of  his  office,  on  any  pretence 
whatfoever,  or  (hall  difobey  any  lawful  command  of  his  fuperior  of- 
ficer, fhall  fuffer  death,  or  fuch  other  punifhment  as  fhall,  accord- 
ing to  the  nature  of  his  offence,  be  inilided  upon  him  by  the  fen- 
tence  of  a  court  martial. 

SECTION  III. 
Art.  1.  Every  non-commiffioned  officer  and  foldier,  who  fhall 
inlift  himfelf  in  the  fervice  of  the  United  States,  fhall  at  the  time 
of  his  fo  inlifling,  or  within  fix  days  afterwards,  have  the  articles 
for  the  government  of  the  forces  of  the  United  States  read  to  him, 
and  fhall,  by  the  officer  who  inlifted  him,  or  by  the  commanding 
officer  of  the  troop  or  company  into  which  he  was  inlifted,  be 
taken  before  the  next  juftice  of  the  peace,  or  chief  magiftrate  of 
any  city  or  town  corporate,  not  being  an  officer  of  the  army,  or 
where  recourfe  cannot  be  had  to  the  civil  magiftrate,  before  the 
judge  advocate,  and  in  his  prefence  fhall  take  the  following  oath, 
or  affirmation,  if  confciencioufly  fcrupulous  about  taking  an  oath. 

I fvoear  or  afir?n  []as  the  cafe  may  ho]  to  be  true  to  the  United 
States  of  America t  and  to  ferve  them  honejily  and  faithfully  againjl 
all  their  enemies  or  oppofers  ivhatfoever ;  and  to  ohferve  and  obey  the 
orders  of  the  Continental  Congrefs ,  and  the  orders  ofthege-aerals  and 
officers  fet  over  ??ie  by  them.  \ 

Which  juftice  or  magiftrate  is  to  give  the  officer  a  certificate, 
fignifying  that  the  man  inlifted  did  take  the  faid  oath  or  affirmation. 
Art.  2.     After  a  non-commiffioned  officer  or  foldier  fhall   have 
been  duly  inlifted  and  fworn,  he  fhall  not  be  difmiffed  the  fervice 
without  a  difcharge  in  writing;  and  no  difcharge  granted  to  him 
fhall  be  allowed  of  as  fufficient,  which  is  not  figned  by  a  field  of- 
ficer of  the  regiment  into  which  he  was  inlifted,  or  commanding 
officer,  where  no  field  officer  of  the  regiment  is  in  the  fame  ftate. 
SECTION     IV. 
Art.  I.     Every  officer  commanding  a  regiment,  troop  or  com- 
pany, fhall,  upon  the  notice  given  to  him  by  the  commiffary  of 
mufiers,  or  from  one  of  his  deputies,  aftemble  the  regiment,  troop 
or  company  under  his   command,  in  the  next  convenient  place  for 
their  being  muftered. 

Art.  2.  Every  colonel,  or  other  field  officer  commanding  the 
regiment,  troop  or  company,  and  aftually  refiding  with  it,  may 
give  furloughs  to  non-commiffioncd  officers  and  foldiers,  in  fuch 
numbers  and  for  fo  long  a  time  as  he  fhall  judge  to  be  moft  confift- 
ent  with  the  good  of  the  fervice;  but  no  non-commiffioned  officer 
or  foldier  ftiall  by  leave  of  his  captain,  or  inferior  officer  command- 
ing the  troop  or  company  (his  field  officer  not  being  prefent)  be 
abfent  above  twenty  days  in  fix  months,  nor  fhall  more  than  two 
private  men  be  abfent  at  the -farae  time  from  their  troop  pr  com- 
pany. 
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pany,  excepting  fome  extraordinary  occafion  fhall  require  it,  of 
which  occafion  the  field  officer  prefent  with,  and  commanding  the 
regiment  is  to  be  the  judge. 

Art.  3.  At  every  mufter  the  commanding  officer  of  each  regi- 
ment, troop  or  company  there  prefent  fhall  give  to  the  commifTary 
certificates  fighed  by  himfelf,  fignifying  how  long  fuch  officers, 
who  fhall  not  appear  at  the  faid  mufter,  have  been  abfent,  and  the 
reafon  of  their  abfence;  in  like  manner  the  commanding  officer  of 
every  troop  or  company  fhall  give  certificates,  fignifying  the  rea- 
fons  of  the  abfence  of  the  non-Commiffioned  officers  and  private 
foldiers  ;  which  reafons  and  time  <ii  abfence  fhall  be  inferled  in  the 
mufter  rolls  oppofite  to  the  names  of  the  refpeftive  abfent  officers 
and  foldiers  :  The  faid  certificates  fhall,  together  with  the  mufter 
rolls,  be  remitted  by  the  commifTary  to  the  Congrefs  as  fpeedily  as 
the  diftance  of  place  will  admit.  , 

Art.  4.  Every  officer  vvho  fhall  be  convi6ted  before  a  general 
court-martial  of  having  figned  a  falfe  certificate,  relating  to  the 
abfence  of  either  officer  or  private  foldier,  fhall  be  cafhiered. 

Art.  5.  Every  officer  who  fhall  knowingly  make  a  falfe  mufter 
of  man  or  horfe,  and  every  officer  or  commifTary  who  fhall  willing- 
ly fign,  direft,  or  allow  the  figning  of  the  mufter  rolls,  wherein 
fuch  falfe  mufter  is  contained,  fhall  upon  proof  made  thereof  by 
two  witnefTes  before  a  general  court  martial,  be  cafhiered,  and 
fhall  be  thereby  utterly  difabled  to  have  or  hold  any  office  or  em- 
ployment in  the  fervice  of  the  United  States. 

A^-t.  6.  Any  commilTary  who  fhall  be  coriviAed  of  having  ta- 
ken money  or  any  other  thing  by  way  of  gratification  on  the  miif- 
tering  any  regiment,  troop  or  company,  or  on  the  figning  the 
mufter  roils,  fhall  be  difplaced  from  his  office,  arid  fhall  be  there- 
by utterly  difabled  to  have  or  hold  any  office  or  employment  under 
the  United  States. 

Art.  7.  Any  officer  who  fliall  prefume  to  mufter  any  perTbn  as 
a  foldier  who  is  at  other  times  accuftomed  to  wear  a  livery,  or  who 
does  not  aAually  do  his  duty  as  a  foldier,  ftiall  be  deemed  guilty  of 
having  made  a  falfe  mufter,  and  ftiall  fuffer  accordingly. 
S  E  C  T  I  O  N  V. 
Art.  I.  Every  officer  who  fhall  knowingly  make  a  falfe  return 
to  the  Congrefs,  or  any  committee  thereof,  to  the  commander  in 
chief  of  the  forces  ofthe  United  States,  or  to  any  his  fuperior  of- 
ficer authorifed  to  call  for  fuch  returns,  ofthe  ftate  ofthe  regiment, 
troop  or  company,  or  garrifon,  under  his  command,  or  of  arms, 
ammunition,  clothing,  or  other  ftores  thereunto  belonging,  fhall 
by  a  court  martial  be  cafhiered. 

Art,  2.  The  commanding  officer  of  every  regiment,  troop  or 
independent  company,  or  garrifon  ofthe  United  States,  ftiall,  in 
the  beginning  of  every  month,  remit  to  the  commander  in  chief  of 
the  American  forces  and  to  the  Congrefs,  an  exad  return  of  the 
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Hate  of  the  regiment,  troop,  independent  company,  or  garnTou 
under  his  command,  fpecifying  the  names  of  the  officers  not  then 
refiding  at  their  pods,  and  the  reafon  for,  and  time  of,  their 
abfence  :  Whoever  fliall  be  convifted  of  having,  through  neglecfl 
or  defign,  omitted  the  fending  fuch  returns,  fhall  be  puniftied 
according  to  the  nature  of  his  crime,  by  the  judgment  of  a  gene- 
ral court  martial. 

SECTION     VL 

Art,  1.  All  officers  and  foldiers,  who  having  received  pay^ 
or  having  been  duly  inliiled  in  the  fervice  of  the  United  States, 
fhall  be  convicted  of  having  deferted  the  fame,  ffial!  fuffer  death, 
or  fuch  other  punifhraent  as  by  a  court  martial  fhall  be  infli6ted. 

Art,  2.  Any  non-commiffioned  officer  or  foldier,  who  fhall, 
without  leave  from  his  commanding  officer,  abfent  himfelf  from 
liis  troop  or  company,  or  from  any  detachment  with  which  he 
fhall  be  commanded,  fhall,  upon  being  convifhed  thereof,  be  pun- 
ifhed  according  to  the  nature  of  his  offence  at  the  dilcretion  of  a 
court  martial. 

Art.  3.  No  non  commiffioned  officer  or  foldier  fhall  inlift  him- 
felf in  any  other  regiment,  troop  or  company,  without  a  regular 
difcharge  from  the  regiment,  troop  or  company,  in  which  be  lafl 
ferved,  on  the  penalty  of  being  reputed  a  deferter,  and  fuffering 
accordingly:  And  in  cafe  any  officer  fhall  knowingly  receive  and 
entertain  fuch  non-commiffioned  officer  or  foldier,  or  fhall  not, 
after  his  being  difcovered  to  be  a  deferter,  immediately  confine 
him,  and  give  notice  thereof  to  the  corps  in  which  he  lafl  ferved, 
he,  the  faid  officer  fo  offending,  fhall  by  a  court  martial  be  ca- 
fhiered. 

Art*  4.     Whatfoever  officer   or   foldier  fhall  be  convidled   of 
Having  advifed  or  perfuaded  any  other  officer  or  foldier  to  defert 
the   fervice  of  the  United  States,  fhall  fuffer  fuch  punifliment  as 
fhall  be  inflidled  upon  him  by  the  fentence  of  a  court  martial. 
SECTION    VII. 

Art,  I.  No  officer  or  foldier  fhall  ufe  any  reproachful  or  pro- 
voking fpeeches  or  geflures  to  another,  upon  pain,  if  an  officer, 
of  being  put  in  arreft  ;  if  a  foldier,  imprifoned,  and  of  afl<;ing  par- 
don of  the  party  offended,  in  the  prefence  of  his  commanding  of- 
ficer. 

Art,  2.  No  officer  or  foldier  fhall  prefume  to  fend  a  challenge 
to  any  other  officer  or  foldier,  to  fight  a  duel,  upon  pain,  if  a 
commiffioned  officer,  of  being  cafhiercd,  if  a  non-commiffioned  of- 
ficer or  foldier,  of  fuffering  corporal  punifhment,  at  the  difcretion 
of  a  court-martial. 

Art,  3.   If  any  commiffioned  or  non-commiffioned  officer  com- 
manding a  guard,  fhall  knowingly  and  willingly  fuffer  any  perfon 
whatfoever  to   go  forth  to  fight  a  duel,  he  fhall  be  punilhed  as   a 
challenger ;  And  likewife  all  feconds,  prom^iters,  and  carriers  of 
Vol.   II.  A3  challenge 
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challenges,  in  order  to  duels  ilia)!  be  deemed  as  principals,  and  be 
puniflied  accordingly. 

Jrt.  4.  All  officers  of  what  condition  foever  have  power  ta 
part  and  quell  all  quarrels,  frays,  and  diforders,  though  the  per- 
fons  concerned  /hould  belong  to  another  regiment,  troop  or  com- 
pany ;  and  either  to  order  officers  into  arreft  or  non-commiflioned 
officers  or  foldiers  to  prifon,  till  their  proper  fuperior  officers  fhall 
be  acquainted  therewith ;  and  whofoever  fhall  refufe  to  obey  fuch 
officer  (though  of  an  inferior  rank)  or  fliall  draw  his  fword  upoa 
him,  fhall  be  punifhed  at  the  difcretion  of  a  general  court  martial. 

Art^  5.  Whatfoever  officer  or  foldier  fiiail  upbraid  another  for 
refuting  a  challenge,  fhall  himfelf  be  punifhed  as  a  challenger; 
and  all  officers  and  foldiers  are  hereby  difcharged  of  any  difgracc 
or  opinion  of  difadvantage,  which  might  arife  from  their  having 
refufed  to  accept  of  challenges,  as  they  will  only  have  afted  in  o- 
bediencc  to  the  orders  of  Congrefs,  and  done  their  duty  as  good 
foldiers,  who  fubjedl  themfelves  to  difcipline. 

SECTION     VIII. 

Art*  I.  No  futtler  fhall  be  permitted  to  fell  any  kind  of  liquors 
or  victuals,  or  to  keep  their  houfes  or  fhops  open,  for  the  enter- 
tainment of  foldiers,  after  nine  at  night,  or  before  the  beating  of 
the  reveilles,  or  upon  Sundays,  during  divine  fervice  or  fermon, 
on  the  penalty  of  being  difmiffed  from  all  future  futtling; 

Art.  2.  All  officers,  fcldiers  and  futtlers,  fhall  have  fullliber- 
ty  to  bring  into  any  of  the  forts  or  garrifons  of  the  United  Ameri- 
can States,  any  quantity  or  fpecies  of  provlfions,  eatable  or  drink- 
able, except  where  any  contract  or  contrafts  are  or  fhall  be  enter- 
ed into  by  Congrefs,  or  by  their  order,  forfurnifhing  fuch  provi- 
iions,  and  with  refpe6l  only  to  the  fpecies  of  provifions  fo  contrac- 
ted for. 

Art.  3.  All  officers  commanding  in  the  forts,  barracks,  or 
garrifons  of  the  United  States,  are  hereby  required  to  fee,  that 
the  perfons  permitted  to  futtle  fhall  fupply  the  foldiers  with  good 
and  wholefome  provifions  at  the  market  price,  as  they  fhall  be  an- 
fwerabie  for  their  neglett. 

Art.  4.  No  officers  commanding  in  any  of  the  garrifons,  forts, 
or  barracks  of  the  United  States,  fhall  either  themfelves  exacl  ex- 
orbitant prices  for  houfes  or  ftalls  let  out  to  futtlers,  or  fhall  con- 
nive at  the  like  exactions  in  others  ;  nor  by  their  own  authority, 
and  for  their  private  advantage,  fhall  they  lay  any  duty  or  impofi- 
tion  upon,  or  be  intereiled  in  the  fale  of  fuch  viAuals,  liquors  or 
other  neccfTaries  of  1  ills  which  are  brought  into  the  garrifon,  fo.rt, 
or  barracks,  for  the  ufe  of  the  foldiers,  on  the  penalty  of  being 
difcharged  fnom  the  fervice. 

S  E  C  T  I  O  N     IX. 

Art.    I.     Every   officer  commanding  in  quarters,  garrifons,  or 
©n  a  march,  fhall  keep  good  order,  and  to  the  utmoft  of  his  pow- 
er 
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€r  redrefs  all  fuch  abufes  or  diforders  which  may  be  eommitted  by 
any  officer  or  foldier  under  his  command  ;  if  upon  complaint  made 
to  him  of  officers  or  foldiers  beating  orotherwife  ill  treating  any 
perfon  ;  of  difturbing  fairs  or  markets,  or  of  committing  any  kind 
of  riots  to  the  difquieting  of  the  good  people  of  the  United  States; 
he  the  faid  commander,  who  fhall  refufe  or  omit  to  fee  juftice  done 
on  the  offender  or  offenders,  and  reparation  made  to  the  party  or 
parties  injured,  as  far  as  part  of  the  offender's  pay  fhall  enable  him 
or  them, 'fhall  upon  proof  thereof  be  punifhed  by  a  general  court 
martial,  as  if  he  himfeif  had  committed  the  crimed  or  difordsrs 
complained  of. 

SECTION  X. 
Art*  I.  Whenever  any  officer  or  foldier  fhall  be  accufed  of  a 
capital  crime,  or  of  having  ufed  violence,  or  committed  any  of- 
fence againfl  the  perfons  or  property  of  the  good  people  of  any  of 
the  United  American  States,  fuch  as  is  punifhable  by  the  known 
laws  of  the  land,  the  commanding  officer  and  officers  of  every  regi- 
ment, troop,  or  party,  to  which  the  perfon  or  perfons  fo  accufed 
fhall  belong,  are  hereby  required,  upon  application  duly  made  by 
or  in  behalf  of  the  party  or  parties  injured,  to  ufe  his  utmoft  endea- 
vours to  deliver  over  fuch  accufed  perfon  or  perfons  to  the  civil 
magifirate  ;  and  likewife  to  be  aiding  and  affifling  to  the  officers  of 
juflice  in  apprehending  and  fecuring  the  perfon  or  perfons  fo  ac- 
cufed, in  order  to  bring  them  to  a  trial.  If  any  commanding 
officer  or  officers  fhall  wilfully  negleft  or  fliall  refufe,  upon  the 
application  aforefaid,  to  deliver  over  fuch  accufed  perfon  or  per- 
fons to  the  civil  magiflrates,  or  to  be  aiding  and  affifling  to  the 
officers  of  juflice  in  apprehending  fuch  perfon  or  perfons,  the  of= 
ficer  or  oflRcers  fo  offending  fhall  be  cafhiered. 

Art*  2.  No  officer  fliall  protedt  any  perfon  from  his  creditors 
on  the  pretence  of  his  being  a  foldier,  nor  any  non-commiffioned 
officer  or  foldier  who  does  not  actually  do  all  duties  as  fuch,  and 
no  farther  than  is  allowed  by  a  refolution  of  Gongrefs,  bearing 
date  the  26th  day  of  December,  1775  :  Any  officer  offending 
herein,  being  convicSted  thereof  before  a  court  martial,  fliall  be 
cafhiered. 

SECTION     XL 

Art.  I.  If  any  officer  fliall  think  himfeif  to  be  wrono;ed  by  his 
colonel  or  the  commanding  officer  of  the  regiment,  and  fhall  upon 
due  application  made  to  him,  be  refufed  to  be  redreffed,  he  may 
complain  to  the  general,  commanding  in  chief  the  forces  of  the 
United  States,  in  order  to  obtain  juflice,  who  is  hereby  required  to 
examine  into  the  faid  complaint,  and  either  by  himfeif  or  the  board 
of  war,  to  make  report  to  Congrefs  thereupon,  in  order  to  receive 
further  diredlibns. 

Art.  2.  If  any  inferior  officer  or  foldier  fliall  think  himfeif 
wronged  by  his  captain,  or  otlier  officer  commcuiding  the  troop  or 

company 
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company  to  which  he  belongs,  he  is  to  complain  thereof  to  the 
comm^iding  officer  of  the  regiment,  who  is  hereby  required  to 
funimon  a  regimental  court  martial,  for  the  doing  juftice  to  the 
complainant ;  from  which  regimental  court  martial  either  party 
may,  if  he  thinks  himfelf  ftill  aggrieved,  appeal  to  a  general  court 
martial  :  But  if,  upon  a  fecond  hearing,  the  appeal  fhall  appear 
to  be  vexatious  and  groundlefs,  the  perfon  fo  appealing  (hall  be 
punifhed  at  the  difcretion  of  the  faid  general  court  martial. 
SECTION     XII. 

Art,  I.  Whatfoever  commiilioned  officer,  ftore  keeper,  or 
GommifTary,  fhall  be  convifted  at  a  general  court  martial  of  having 
fold  (without  a  proper  order  for  that  purpofe)  embezzled,  mifap- 
plied,  or  wilfully,  or  through  neglecl,  fuffered  any  of  the  provi- 
sions, forage,  arms,  cloathing,  ammunition,  or  other  military 
ftores  belonging  to  the  United  States,  to  be  fpoiled  or  damaged, 
the  faid  officer,  ftore  keeper,  or  commiffary  fo  offending,  ihall, 
at  his  own  charge,  make  good  the  lofs  or  damage,  fliall  moreover 
forfeit  all  his  pay  and  be  difmifTed  from  the  fervice. 

Art.  2.  V/hatfoever  non-commiflioned  officer  or  foldier  (hall  be 
Gonvifted  at  a  regimental  court  martial  of  having  fold,  or  deilgn- 
edly,  or  through  negle6l,  wafted  the  ammunition  delivered  out  to 
him  to  be  employed  in  the  fervice  of  the  United  States,  ftiall,  if  a 
Fion-commiffioned  officer,  be  reduced  to  a  private  centinel,  and 
fnall  befides  fuffer  corporal  ouniftiment,  in  the  fame  manner  as  a 
private  centinel  fo  oiiendipg,  at  the  difcretion  pf  a  regimental 
court  martial. 

Art.  3.  Ev^ry  non-commiiTioned  officer  or  foldier  who  fhall 
be  convicted  at  a  court  martial  of  having  fold,  loft  or  fpoiled, 
through  negle6l,  his  liorfe,  arms,  clothes  or  accoutrements,  fhall 
undergo  fuch  weekly  ftoppages  (not  exceeding  the  half  of  his  pay) 
as  a  court  martial  fhall  judge  fufficient  for  repairing  the  lofs  or  da- 
mage ;  and  fhall  fuffer  iraprifonment,  or  fuch  other  corporal  pun- 
ifhment  a§  his  crime  fhall  deferve. 

Art.  4.  Every  officer  who  fhall  be  convifted  at  a  court  martial 
of  having  embezzled  or  mifappHed  any  money  with  which  he  may 
have  been  intrufted  for  the  payment  of  the  men  under  his  command, 
or  for  cnlifting  rpen  into  the  fervice,  if  a  commiffioned  officer  fhall 
be  caflilered  and  compelled  to  refund  the  money,  if  a  non-com- 
mlffioned  officer  fhall  be  reduced  to  ferve  in  the  ranks  as  a  private 
foldier,  be  put  under  ftoppages  until  the  money  be  made  good, 
and  fuffer  fuch  corporal  punifnment  (not  extending  to  life  or  limb) 
as  the  court  martial  fliall  think  fit. 

Art.  5.  Every  captain  of  a  troop  or  company,  is  charged 
with  the  arms,  accoutrements,  ammunition,  clothing  or  other 
warlike  ftores  belonging  to  the  troop  or  company  under  his  com- 
mand, which  he  is  to  be  accountable  for  to  his  colonel,  in  cafe  of 
^heir  being  loft,  fpoiled  or  damaged,  not  by  unavoidable  acci- 
dents, or  on  actual  fejrvice?  SECTION 
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SECTION     XIII. 
Art»   I.     All  non-commlflioned  officers  and  foldiers,  who  fhaU 
be  found  one  mile  from  the   camp,  without  leave  in  writing  from 
their  commanding  officer,  fhall  fufFer  fuch  punifhment  as  fhall  b^ 
inflid;ed  upon  them  by  the  fentence  of  a  cou,rt-martial. 

Jrt.  2.  No  officer  or  foldler  fhall  lie  out  of  his  quarters,  garrl- 
fon  or  camp,  without  leave  from  his  fuperior  officer,  upon  penalty 
fif  being  punilhed  according  to  the  nature  of  his  offence  by  the 
fentence  of  a  court  martial, 

Art.  3.  JEvery  non-commiffioned  officer  and  foldier  fhall  retire 
to  his  quarters  orient  at  the  beating  of  the  retreat ;  in  default  of 
which, -he  fnall  be  punifhed  according  to  the  nature  of  his  offence, 
by  the  commanding  officer. 

Art.  4.  No  officer,  non-commiffioned  officer,  or  foldier,  fhall 
fail  of  repairing,  at  the  time  fixed,  to  the  place  of  parade  of  exer- 
clfe,  or  other  rendezvous  appointed  by  his  commanding  officer  if 
not  prevented  by  ficknefs,  or  fome  other  evident  neceffity  ;  or  fhall 
go  from  the  laid  place  of  rendezvous,  or  from  his  guard,  withoufe 
leave  from  his  commanding  officer,  before  he  fhall  be  regularly  dif- 
miffed  or  relieved,  on  the  penalty  of  bein^  punilhed  according  to 
the  nature  of  his  offence,  bv  the  fentence  of  a  court  martial. 

Art.  5.  Whatever  commiffioned  officer  fliall  be  found  drunk 
on  his  guard,  party,  or  other  duty  under  arms,  fliall  be  caftiiered 
for  it ;  any  non-commiffioned  officer  or  foldier  fo  offending,  fliall 
fuffer  fuch  corporal  pnnifhment  as  fliall  be  inflidled  by  the  fentence 
©fa  court  martial. 

Art.  6.  Whatever  centinel  fhall  be  found  fleeping  upon  his 
pofl,  or  fhall  leave  it  before  he  fhall  be  regularly  relieved,  fhall  fuf- 
fer death,  or  fuch  other  punifhment  as  fhall  be  infllAed  by  the  fen* 
tence  of  a  court  martial. 

Art.  7  No  foldier  belonging  to  any  regiment,  troop  or  com» 
pany,  fhall  hire  another  to  do  his  duty  for  him,  or  be  excufed 
from  duty,  but  in  cafe  of  ficknefs,  difability  or  leave  of  abfence  ; 
and  every  fuch  foldier  found  guilty  of  hiring  bis  duty,  as  alfo  the 
party  fo  hired  to  do  another's  duty,  fhall  be  punifhed  at  the  next 
regimental  court  martial. 

Art.  8.  And  every  non-commiffioned  officer  conniving  at  fuch 
hiring  of  duty  as  aforefaid,  fhall  be  reduced  for  it;  and  every 
commiffioned  officer,  knowing  and  allowing  of  fuch  ill  praftices  in 
the  fervice,  fhall  be  punifhed  by  the  judgment  of  a  general  court 
martial. 

Art.  9.  Any  perfon  belonging  to  the  forces  employed  in  the 
fervice  of  the  United  States,  who,  by  difcharging  of  fire  arms, 
drawing  of  fwords,  beating  of  drums,  or  by  any  other  means 
whatfoever,  fhall  occafion  falfe  alarms  in  camp,  garrifon,  or  quar- 
ters, fhall  fuffer  death,  or  fuch  other  punilhnient  as  fha|l  be  order^ 
ed  by  the  fentence  of  a  general  court  martial. 

Art, 
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Art.  10.  Any  officer  or  foldier  who  fhall,  without  urgent  ne- 
ceffity,  or  without  the  leave  of  his  fuperior  officer,  quit  his  platoon 
or  divifion,  fhall  be  punifhed  according  to  the  nature  of  his  offence 
by  the  fentence  of  a  court  martial. 

Art.  II.  No  officer  or  foldier  fhall  do  violence  to  any  perfon 
who  brings  provilions  or  other  neceffaries  to  the  camp,  garrifon  or 
quarters  of  the  forces  of  the  United  States  employed  in  parts  out 
of  faid  ftates,  on  pain  of  death,  or  fuch  other  punifhment  as  a 
court  martial  fhall  direft. 

Art.  12.  Whatfoever  officer  or  foldier  fhall  mifbehave  himfelf 
before  the  enemy,  or  fhamefully  abandon  any  pofl  committed  to 
his  charge,  or  fhall  fpeak  words  inducing  others  to  do  the  like, 
fhall  fuffer  death. 

Art,  13.  Whatfoever  officer  or  foldier  fhall  mifbehave  himfelf 
before  the  enemy,  and  run  away,  or  fhamefully  abandon  any  fort, 
poft,  or  guard,  which  he  or  they  fhall  be  commanded  to  defend, 
or  fpeak  words  inducing  others  to  do  the  like;  or  who,  after  vic- 
tory, fhall  quit  his  commanding  officer,  or  pofl,  to  plunder  and 
pillage :  Every  fuch  offender,  being  duly  convifted  thereof,  fhall 
be  reputed  a  difobeyer  of  military  orders  ;  and  fhall  fuffer  death  or 
fuch  other  punifhment  as  by  a  general  court  martial  fhall  be  in- 
ilidted  on  him. 

Art,  14.  Any  perfon  belonging  to  the  forces  of  the  United 
States,  who  fhall  cafl  away  his  arms  and  ammunition,  fhall  fuffer 
death,  or  fuch  other  punifhment  as  fhall  be  ordered  by  the  fentence 
of  a  general  court  martial. 

Art.  15.  Any  perfon  belonging  to  the  forces  of  the  United 
States,  who  fhall  make  known  the  watch-word  to  any  perfon  who 
is  not  entitled  to  receive  it  according  to  the  rules  and  difcipline  of 
war,  or  fhall  prefume  to  give  a  parole  or  watch-word  different  from 
what  he  received,  fhall  fuffer  death,  or  fuch  other  punifhmeiU  ae 
fliall  be  ordered  by  the  fentence  of  a  general  court  martial. 

Art.  16.  All  officeris  and  foldiers  are  to  behave  themfelves  or- 
derly in  quarters,  and  on  their  march;  andwhofoever  fhall  com- 
mit any  wafle  or  fpoil,  either  in  walks  of  trees,  parks,  warrens^ 
fifh-ponds,  houfes  or  gardens,  corn-fields,  enclofures  or  meadows, 
or  fhall  malicioufly  deflroy  any  property  whatfoever  belonging  to 
the  good  people  of  the  United  States,  unlefs  by  order  of  the  then 
commander  in  chief  of  the  forces  of  the  faid  flates  to  annoy  rebek 
or  other  enemies  in  arms  againfh  faid  flates,  he  or  they  that  fhall 
be  found  guilty  of  offending  herein,  fliall  (befides  fuch  penalties 
as  they  are  liable  toby  law)  be  punifhed  according  to  the  nature 
and  degree  of  the  offence,  by  the  judgment  of  a  regimental  or 
general  court  martial. 

Art.  17.  Whofoever  belonging  to  the  forces  of  the  United 
States  employed  in  foreign  parts  fhall  force  a  fafe  guard,  fhali 
fuffer  death. 

Art,  18, 
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,.  "  Art.  18.  Whofoever  fiiall  relieve  the  enemy  with  money,  vic- 
tuals, or  ammunition,  or  fhall  knowingly  harbour  or  protedl  an 
enemy,  fhall  fufFer  death,  or  fuch  other  punifhment  as  by  a  court 
martial  fliall  be  inflided. 

Art.  19.  Whofoever  fliall  be  convicted  of  holding  correfpond- 
cnce  with,  or  giving  intelligence  to,  the  enemy,  either  direftly  or 
indireftly,  fhall  fulfer  death,  or  fuch  other  punifhment  as  by  a 
court  martial  fhall  be  infli6led. 

Art*  20.  All  public  flores  taken  in  the  enemy's  camp,  towns, 
forts  or  magazines,  whether  of  artillery,  ammunition,  cloathing, 
forage^  or  provifions,  fliall  be  fecured  for  the  ferviceof  the  United 
States ;  for  the  negledl  of  which  the  commanders  in  chief  are  to 
be  anfwerable. 

Art.  21.  If  any  oflEicer  or  foldier  fhall  leave  his  pofl:  or  colours 
to  go  in  fearch  of  plunder,  he  fhall,  upon  being  conviftcd  thereof 
before  a  general  court  martial,  fuffer  death,  or  fuch  other  punifh- 
ment as  by  a  court  martial  fhall  be  infli6led. 

Art.  22.  If  any  commander  of  any  garrifon,  fortrefs  or  pofl, 
Ihall  be  compelled  by  the  officers  or  foldiers  under  his  command  to 
give  up  t(j  the  enemy,  or  to  abandon  it,  the  commiffioned  officers, 
non-commiffioned  officers  or  foldiers  who  fhall  be  convifted  of  hav- 
ing fo  offended,  fhall  fufFer  death  or  fuch  other  punifhment  as  fhall 
be  inflifted  upon  them  by  the  fentence  of  a  court  martial. 

Art.  23.  All  futtlers  and  retainers  to  a  camp,  and  all  perfons 
whatfoever  ferving  vvith  the  armies  of  the  United  States  in  the  field, 
though  no  inlifled  foldiers,  are  to  be  fubje6l  to  orders,  according 
to  the  rules  and  difcipline  of  war. 

Art.  24.  Officers  having  brevets,  or  commiffions  of  a  prior  date 
to  thofe  of  the  regiment  in  which  they  now  ferve,  may  take  place 
in  courts  martial  and  on  detachments,  when  compofed  of  different 
corps,  according  to  the  ranks  given  them  in  their  brevets  or  dates 
©f  their  former  commiffions;  but  in  the  regiment,  troop  or  com- 
pany to  which  fuch  brevet  officers  and  thofe  who  have  commiffions 
©f  a  prior  date  do  belong,  they  fhall  do  duty  and  take  rank  both  on 
courts  martial  and  on  detachments  which  fhall  be  compofed  only 
of  their  own  corps  according  to  the  commiffions  by  which  they  are 
muftered  in  the  faid  corps. 

Art.  25.  If  upon  marches,  guards,  or  in  quarters,  different 
corps  fhall  happen  to  join  or  do  duty  together,  the  eldefl  officer 
by  commiffion  there,  on  duty,  or  in  quarters,  fhall  command  the 
whole,  and  give  out  orders  for  what  is  needful  to  the  fervice;  re- 
gard being  always  had  to  the  feveral  ranks  of  thofe  corps,  and  the 
pofls  they  ufually  occupy. 

Art.  26.     And  in  like  manner  alfo,  if  any  regiments,  troops  or 
detachments  of  horfe  or  foot  iliall  happen  to  march  with,  or  be 
encamped  or  quartered  with  any  bodies  or  detachments  of  .other 
troops  in  the  fervice  of  the  United  States,  the  eldefl  officer,  with- 
out 
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out  refpe<^  to  corps,  fhall  take  upon  him  the  command  oi  the 
whole,  and  give  the  neceflary  orders  to  the  fervice. 
SECTION     XIV. 

j^rt.  I.  A  general  court  rriartial  in  the  United  States  fhall  not 
confift  of  lefs  than  thirteen  commiflioned  officers,  and  the  prefident 
of  fuch  court  martial  (hall  not  be  the  commander  in  chief  or  com- 
mandant of  the  garrifon  where  the  offender  fhall  be  tried,  nor  be 
under  the  degree  of  a  field  officer. 

Art.  2.  The  members  both  of  general  and  regimental  courts 
martial  fhall,  when  belonging  to  different  corps,  take  the  fame 
rank  which  they  hold  in  the  army  ;  but  when  courts  martial  fhall 
be  compofed  of  ofBcers  of  one  corps,  they  fhall  take  their  ranks  ac- 
cording to  the  dates  of  the  commiflions,  by  which  they  are  muf- 
tered  in  the  faid  corps. 

Art.  3.  The  judge  advocate  general,  or  fome  perfon  deputed 
by  him,  fhall  profecute  in  the  name  of  the  United  States  of  Ame- 
rica ;  and  in  trials  of  offenders  by  general  courts  martial,  admi- 
nifler  to  each  member  the  following  oaths  : 

Toujhall 'well  and  truly  try  aitd  determine y  according  to  your  evi- 
dence,  the  matter  fionu  before  you  ^  bet'ween  the  United  States  of  Ame- 
rica ^  and  the  prifoners  to  be  tried.     So  help  you  God. 

Ton  A.  B.  dofnveart  That  you  'will  duly  adiiiiitifler  jujlice  accor- 
ding to  the  rules  and  articles  for  the  better  government  of  the  forces 
of  the  United  States  of  America,  nsoithout  partiality ,  favour,  or  af- 
feSiion  ;  and  if  any  doubt  fhall  arife,  'which  is  not  explained  by  the 
faid  articles,  according  to  your  confcience,  the  befi  of  your  underjian- 
ding,  and  tbe  cuflom  of 'war  in  the  like  cafes.  And  you  do  further 
fnvear,  that  you  ivill  not  divulge  the  fentence  of  the  court,  until  it 
fhall  be  approved  of  by  the  general,  or  commander  in  chief;  neither 
fwill you,  upon  any  account,  at  any'  time  nvhatfoever,  difclofe  or  dif 
eover  the  vote  or  opinion  of  any  particular  member  of  the  court  martial, 
tinlefs  required  to  give  evidence  thereof  as  a  nuitnefs  by  a  court  ofjuf- 
tice,  in  a  due  courfe  ofla'w.     So  help  you  God. 

And  as  foon  as  the  faid  oath  fhall  have  been  adminiflered  to  the 
refpedlive  members,  the  prefident  of  the  court  fliall  adrainifler  to 
the  judge  advocate,  or  perfon  officiating  as  fuch,  an  oath  in  the 
followine;  words  : 

Ton  A.  B.  do  five ar.  That  you 'will  7iot  upon  any  account,  at  any 
time  fwhatjoever,  difclofe  or  difcover  the  vote  or  opinion  of  a?ty  parti' 
cular  member  of  the  court  martial,  unlefs  required  to  give  evidence 
thereof,  as  a  fwitnefsy  by  a  court  of  juflicc,  in  a  due  courfe  ofla'w. 
So  help  you  God. 

Art.  4.  All  the  members  of  a  court  martial  are  to  behave 
with  calmnefs  and  decency  ;  and  in  the  giving  of  their  votes,  arc 
to  begin  with  the  youngelHn  commifiion. 

Art.  5.  All  perfon s  who  give  evidence  before  a  general  court 
martial,  are  to  be  examined  upon  oath ;  and  no  fentence  of  death 

fhaU 
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iliall  be  given  agatnft  any  offender   by  any  general   court  martiali 
imlefs  two  thirds  of  the  officers  prefent  (hall  concur  therein. 

Art.  6.  All  perfons  called  to  give  evidence,  in  any  caufe,  be- 
fore a  court  martial,  who  fhall  refufe  to  give  evidence,  fhall  be 
punllhed  for  fuch  refufal,  at  the  difcretion  of  fnch  court  martial  : 
The  oath  to  be  adminiftered  in  the  following  form,  viz. 

Tou  fwear  the  evidence  you  JJoall  give  in  the  cdufe  noix)  in  hearings 
fjoali  he  the  truths  the  ivhole  truth,  and  nothing  hut  the  truth.  So 
help^ou  God. 

Art.  7.  '  No  field  officer  lliall  be  tried  by  any  perfdn  -iiDder  the 
degree  of  a  captain  ;  nor  fliall  any  proceedings  or  trials  be  carried 
oil  excepting  between  the  hours  of  eight  in  the  morning  and  of 
three  in  the  afternoon,  except  in  cafes  which  require  an  immediate 
exampl^. 

Art.  8.  No  fentence  of  a  general  court  martial  fliall  be  put  in 
execution,  till  after  a  report  ihall  be  made  of  the  w^hole  proceed- 
ings to  Congrefs,  or  to  the  general  or  commander  in  chief  of  the 
forces  of  the  United  States,  and  their  or  his  dire6lions  be  fignified 
thereupon. 

Art.  9.  For  the  more  equitable  decifion  of  difputes  which  may 
arlfe  between  officers  and  foldiers  belonging  to  different  corps,  it 
IS  hereby  directed.  That  the  courts  martial  fhall  he  equally  com- 
pofed  of  officers  belonging  to  the  corps  in  which  the  parties  in 
queftion  do  then  ferve  ;  and  that  the  prefidents  fhall  be  taken  by 
turns,  beginning  v/ith  that  corps  which  fhall  be  eldefl  in  rank. 

Ai't.  10.  The  commilGoned  officers  of  every  regiment  may  by 
the  appointment  of  their  colonel  or  commanding  officer,  hold  re- 
gimental courts  martial  for  the  enquiring  into  fuch  difputes,  or 
criminal  matters,  as  may  come  before  them,  and  for  the  infiifting 
corporal  punifhments  for  fmall  offences,  and  fiiall  give  judgment 
by  the  majority  of  voices  ;  but  no  fentence  fhall  be  executed  till 
the  commanding  officer  (not  being  a  member  of  the  court  martial) 
or  the  commandant  of  the  garrifon,  fhall  have  confirmed  the  fame. 

Art.  II.  No  regimental  court  martial  fliall  connfl  of  lefs  than 
five  officers,  excepting  in  cafes  where  that  number  cannot  conve- 
niently be  afTembledj  when  three  may  be  fnfficient ;  W'ho  are  like- 
wife  to  determine  Upon  the  fentence  by  the  majority  of  voices  ; 
which  fentence  is  to  be  confirmed  by  the  commanding  officer  of 
the  regiment,  not  being  a  mem.ber  of  the  court  martiaL 

Art.  12.  Every  officer  commanding  in  any  of  the  forts,  bar- 
racks, or  elfewhere,  where  the  corps  under  his  command  confifts 
of  detachments  from  different  regiments,  or  of  independant  com- 
panies, may  affemble  courts  martial  for  the  trial  of  offenders  in 
the  fame  manner  as  if  they  were  regimcnr.al,  whofe  fentence  is  fiot 
to  be  executed  until  it  fhall  be  confirmed  by  the  faid  commanding- 
officer. 

Vol.  IL  B   3  Art, 
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j^rt*  13.  No  commiffioned  officer  fhall  be  cafhiered  or  difmif- 
fed  from  the  fervice,  excepfing  by  an  order  from  the  Congrefs, 
or  by  the  fcntKiice  of  a  general  court  martial ;  but  non-commif- 
fioned  officers  may  be  difchargcd  as  private  foldiers,  and,  by  the 
order  of  the  colonel  of  the  regiment,  or  by  the  fentence  of  a  regi- 
mental court  martial,  be  reduced  to  private  centinels. 

Art.  14.  No  perfon  whatever  {hall  ufe  menacing  words,  figns, 
or  geftures,  in  the  prefence  of  a  court  martial  when  fitting,  or  (hall 
caufe  any  diforder  or  riot,  fo  as  to  difturb  their  proceedings,  on 
the  penalty  of  being  punifhed  at  the  difcretion  of  the  faid  court 
martial. 

Jrt.  15.  To  the  end  that  offenders  may  be  brought  to  juflice, 
it  is  hereby  directed,  That  whenever  any  officer  or  foldier  fhall 
commit  a  crime  deferving  punifnment,  he  fhall,  by  his  command- 
ing officer,  if  an  officer,  be  put  in  arreft ;  if  a  non-commiffioued 
officer  or  foldier,  be  imprifoned  till  he  ffiall  be  either  tried  by  a 
court  martial,  or  fhall  be  lawfully  difcharged  by  a  proper  authori- 

Art.  16.  No  officer  or  foldier  who  fhall  be  put  in  arrefl  or  im.- 
prifonment,  fliall  continue  in  his  confinement  more  than  eight 
days,  or  till  fuch  time  as  a  court  martial  cau  be  conveniently  af- 
fembled» 

Art.  17.  No  officer  commanding  a  guard,  or  provofl-martial, 
fhall  refufe  to  receive,  or  keep  any  prifoner  committed  to  his 
charge,  by  any  officer  belonging  to  the  forces  of  the  United 
States  ;■  which  officer  fhall,  at  the  fame  time,  deliver  an  account 
in  writing,  figned  by  himfelf,  of  the  crime  with  which  the  faid 
prifoner  is  charged. 

Art.  18.  No  officer  commanding  a  guard,  or  provofl-martial, 
fhall  prefume  to  releafe  any  prifoner  committed  to  his  charge 
without  proper  authority  for  fo  doing  ;  nor  fhall  he  fuffer  any  pri- 
foner to  efcape,  on  the  penalty  of  being  punifhed  for  it  by  the 
fentence  of  a  court  martial. 

Art.  19.  Every  officer  or  provofl-martial  to  v/hof©  charge 
prifoners  fhall  be  committed,  is  hereby  required,  within  twenty- 
four  hours  after  iuch  commitment,  or  as  foon  as  he  fhall  be  reliev- 
ed from  his  guard,  to  give  in  writing  to  the  colonel  of  the  regi- 
ment to  whom  the  prifoner  belongs  (where  the  prifoner  is  confined 
upon  the  guard  belonging  to  the  laid  regiment,  and  that  his  of- 
fence only  relates  to  the  negledt  of  duty  in  his  own  corps)  or  to- 
the  commander  in  chief,  their  names,  their  crimes,  and  the  names 
of  the  officers  who  committed  them,  op  the  penalty  of  his  being 
punifhed  for  his  difobedience  or  neglect,  at  the  difcretion  of  a 
court  martial. 

Art.   20.     And   if  any  officer  under  arrefl  fhall  leave  his   con- 
finement  before  he  is   fet  at  liberty  by   the  officer   who  confined 
him,  or  by  a  fuj^Tcrior  power,  he  fhall  be  cafhiered  for  it. 
t  Art^ 
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j4rt,  21.  Whatfoever  commiflloned  officer  fhall  be  convi6ted 
before  a  general  court  martial,  of  behaving  in  a  fcandalous,  infa- 
mous manner,  fuch  as  is  unbecoming  the  chara6ler  of  an  officer 
and  a  gentleman,  (hall  be  discharged  from  the  fervice. 

Art.  22.  In  all  cafes  where  a  commifiioned  officer  is  cafliiered 
for  cowardice,  or  fraud,  it  (hall  be  added  in  the  punifhment,  that 
the  crime,  name,  place  of  abode,  and  punifhment  of  the  delin- 
quent be  publifhed  in  the  news-papers,  in  and  about  the  camp, 
and  of  that  particular  ftate  from  which  the  offender  came  or  ufually 
refides  :  After  which  it  Ihall  be  deemed  fcandalous  for  any  officer 
to  allbciate  with  him. 

^  E  C  T  I  O  N     XV. 

y^rt.  I.  When  any  commiffioned  officer  (hall  happen  to  die^ 
or  be  killed  in  the  fervice  of  the  United  States,  the  major  of  the 
regiment,  or  the  officer  doing  the  major's  duty  in  his  abfence, 
lliall  immediately  fecure  all  his  effe6ls  or  equipage  then  in  camp  or 
€^uarters  ;  and  fhall  before  the  next  regimental  court  martial  make 
an  inventory  thereof,  and  forthwith  tranfmit  the  fame  to  the  office 
of  the  board  of  war,  to  the  end  that  his  executors  may,  afterpay- 
ment of  his  debts  in  quarters,  and  interment,  receive  the  -overplus, 
if  any  be,  to  his  or  their  ufe. 

Art.  jz.  When  ^ny  non-commiffioned  officer  or  foldier  fhall 
happen  to  die,  or  to  be  killed  in  the  fervice  of  the  United  States, 
the  then  commanding  officer  of  the  troop  or  company  (hall,  in  the 
prefence  of  two  other  commiffioned  officers,  take  an  account  of 
whatever  effefts  he  dies  poffeffed  of,  above  his  regimental  cloath- 
ing,  arms,  and  accoutrements,  and  tranfmit  the  fame  to  the  office 
of  the  board  at  war  ;  which  faid  effe6ls  are  to  be  accounted  for, 
and  paid  to,  the  reprefentative  of  fuch  deceafed  non-commiffioned 
officer  or  foldier.  And  in  cafe  any  of  the  officers,  fo  authorifed  to 
take  care  of  the  effeds  of  dead  officers  and  foldiers,  fhould,  before 
they  fhall  have  accounted  to  their  reprefentatives  for  the  fame, 
have  occafion  to  leave  the  regiment,  by  preferment  or  othervvife, 
they  fhall,  before  they  be  permitted  to  quit  the  fame,  depofit  ia 
the  hands  of  the  commanding  officer  or  of  the  agent  of  the  rcgi- 
nient,  all  the  effeAs  of  fuch  deceafed  non-commiffioned  olfficers 
and  foldifrs,  in  order  that  the  fame  may  be  fecured  for,  and  paid 
to,  their  refpeftive  reprefentatives. 

SECTION     XVI. 

Art.  I.  A\\  officers,  conductors,  gunners,  matroffes,  drivers, 
or  any  other  perfons  whatfoever,  receiving  pay  or  hire  in  the  fer- 
vice of  the  artillery  of  the  United  States,  final]  be  governed  by  the 
aforefaid  rules  and  articles,  and  fhall  be  fubje6l  to  be  tried  by 
courts  martial,  in  like  manner  with  the  officers  and  foldiers  of  the 
other  troops  in  the  fervice  of  the  United  States. 

Art.  2.  For  differences  ariling  amongfl  themfelvcs,  or  in  mat- 
t^ers  relating  folely  to-  their  own  corps,  the  courts  martial  may  be 
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compofed  of  their  own  officers ;  but  where  a  nuiriber  fufiicient  of 
fuch  officers  cannot  be  affeinbled,  or  in  matters  wherein  other  corps 
are  ioterefted,  the  officers  of  artillery  fliall  fit  in  courts  niartial  with 
the  officers  of  the  other  corps,  taking  their  rank  according  to  the 
dates  of  their  refpeftivecommiffions  and  no  otherwffe. 
SECTION     XVII. 

y/r/.  I.  The  officers  and  foldiers  of  any  troops,  whether  mi- 
nute-men, militia,  or  others  being  muftered  and  in  continental  pay, 
fiially  at  all  times,  and  in  all  places,  when  joined  or  acting  in  cor;- 
junclion  with  the  regular  forces  of  the  United  States,  be  governed 
by  thefe  rules  or  articles  of  war,  and  (hall  be  fuhjeil  to  be  tried  by 
courts  martial  in  like  manner  with  the  officers  and  ioldiers  in  the 
regular  forces,  fave  only  that  fuch  courts  martial  fhall  be  compofed 
entirely  of  militia  officers  of  the  fame  provincial  corps  with  the 
offender. 

That  fuch  militia  and  minute-men  as  are  now  in  fervice,  and 
have  by  particular  contract  with  their  refpeCtive  ftates  engaged  to 
be  governed  by  particular  regulations  while  in  continental  fervice^ 
fhall  not  be  fubje6l  to  the  above  articles  of  war. 

j^r^.  2.  For  the  future  all  general  officers  and  colonels,  ferving 
by  commiffion  from  the  authority  of  any  particular  ftate,  fhall,  on 
all  detachments,  pourts  martial,  or  other  duty,  wherein  they  may 
be  employed  in  conjunftion  with  the  regular  forces  of  the  United 
States,  take  rank  next  after  all  generals  and  colonels  ferving  by 
commiffions  from  Congrefs,  thoup-h  the  commiffions  of  fuch  parti- 
cular generals  and  colonels  fhould  be  of  elder  date :  and  in  like 
manner,  lieutenant  colonels,  majors,  captains,  and  other  inferior 
officers  ferving  by  commiffion  from  any  particular  ftate,  fliall  on 
all  detachments,  courts  martial,  or  other  duty,  wherein  they  may 
be  employed  in  conjun6lion  with  the  regular  forces  of  the  United 
States,  have  rank  next  after  all  officers  of  the  like  rank  ferving  by 
commiffions  from  Congrefs,  though  the  commiffions  of  fuch  lieu- 
tenant colonels,  rnajors,  captains,  and  other  inferior  officers,  fliould 
be  of  elder  date  to  tbofe  of  the  like  rank  from  Congrefs. 
SECTION    XVIII. 

^rf.  I.  The  aforegoing  articles  are  to  be  read  and  publiflied 
once  in  every  two  months  at  the  head  of  every  regiment,  troop  or 
company,  muftered,  or  to  be  muftered  in  the  fervice  of  the  United 
States;  and  are  to  be  duly  obferved  and  exactly  obeyed  by  all  of- 
ficers and  foldiers  who  are  or  fliall  be  in  the  faid  fervice. 

A'rL  2.  The  general,  or  commander  in  chief  for  the  time  beings 
jfhall  have  full  power  of  pardoning-,  or  mitigating  any  of  the  punifh- 
raents  ordered  to  be  inflicted,  for  any  of  the  offences  mentioned  iti 
the  foregoing  articles;  and  every  offender  convi6led  as  aforcfaid, 
by  any  regimental  court  martial,  may  be  pardoned,  or  have  his 
puniihment  mitigated  by  the  colonel,  or  officer  commanding  the 
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Art,  3.  No  perfon  fiiall  be  icntenced  to  fufFer  death,  except  in 
the  cafes  exprefsly  mentioned  in  the  foregoing  articles;  nor  fhall 
more  than  one  hundred  lajhei  be  infliAed  on  any  offender  at  the  dif- 
cretion  of  a  court  martial. 

That  every  judge  advocate,  or  perfon  oiHciating  as  fuch,  at  any- 
general  court  martial,  do,  and  he  is  hereby  required  to  tranfmit, 
with  as  much  expedition  as  the  opportunity  of  time  and  diftance  of 
place  can  admit,  the  original  proceedings  and  fentence  of  fuch  court 
martial  to  the  fecretary  at  war,  v^hich  faid  original  proceedings 
and  fentence  fliall  be  carefully  kept  and  preferved  in  the  office  of 
faid  fecretary,  to  the  end  that  perfons  intitled  thereto  may  be  en- 
abled, upon  application  to  the  faid  office,  to  obtain  copies  thereof. 

That  the  party  tried  by  any  general  court  martial  fliall  be  in- 
titled  to  a  copy  of  the  fentence  and  proceedings  of  fuch  court  mar- 
tial, upon  demand  thereof  made  by  himfelf  or  by  any  other  per- 
fon or  perfous  on  his  behalf,  whether  fuch  fentence  be  approved 
or  not. 

Ai't.  4.  The  field  officers  of  each  and  every  regiment  are  to 
appoint  fome  fuitable  perfon  belonging  to  fuch  regiment,  to  re- 
ceive all  fuch  fines  as  may  arife  within  the  fame,  for  any  breach  of 
any  of  the;  foregoing  articles,  and  fhall  dirett  the  fame  to  be  care- 
fully and  properly  applied  to  the  relief  of  fuch  fick,  wounded  or 
neceffitous  foldiers  as  belong  to  fuch  regiments;  and  fuch  perfon 
fhall  account  with  fuch  officer,  for  all  lines  received,  and  the  ap- 
plication thereof. 

Art.  5.  All  crimes  not  capital,  and  all  diforders  and  neglects, 
which  officers  and  foldiers  may  be  guilty  of,  to  the  prejudice  of 
good  order  and  military  difcipline,  though  not  mentioned  in  the 
above  articles  of  war,  are  to  be  taken  cognizance  of  by  a  general 
or  regimental  court  martial,  according  to  the  nature  and  degree  of 
the  offence,  and  be  puniflied  at  their  difcretion. 

Ordered,  That  the  foregoing  articles  of  vv^ar  be  immediately 
publifhed. 

Ordered,  That  the  refolutions  for  raifing  the  new  army  be  pub- 
liflied,  and  copies  thereof  fcnt  to  the  commanding  officers  in  the 
feveral  departments,  and  to  the  alfemblies  and  conventions  of  the 
refpeftive  flates. 

A  petition  from  Charles  Roberts,  commander  of  the  fchooner 
Thifcle,  was  read: 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Refolvedi  That  the  fum  of  6700  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  dele- 
gates of  New-York  for  the  ufe  of  that  flate;  the  faid  li:;te  to  be 
accountable. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Payne  write  to  governor  Trumbull,  refpefi- 
ing  the  practicability  of  enlarging  the  furnace  at  Salifbury,  for 
cafling  heavy  cannon  there,  and  requefl  his  opinion  concerning 
the  fame. 
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The  delegates  from  New-York  haviiTg  communicated  to  Con- 
grefs  a  letter  of  the  9th  from  the  committee  of  lafety  of  that  ftate, 
with  fundry  papers  inclofed  : 

Refolvedy  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  take  the 
fame  into  confideration,  and  report  thereon  with  all  convenient 
difpatch : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Chafe,  Mr.  Payne  and  Mr.  Stockton. 

Rejolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  repair  to 
head-quarters  near  New- York,  to  enquire  into  the  Itate  of  the 
army,  and  the  bell  means  of  fupplying  their  wants  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Sherm.an,  Mr.  Gerry  and  Mr.  Lewis. 

Refohed^  That  an  affiftant  phyfician  to  Dr.  Shippen  be  ap- 
pointed for  the  flying  camp  and  troops  in  New-Jerfey,  and  that 
his  pay  be  2  dollars  and  two  thirds  per  day ; 

The  ballots  being  taken. 

Dr.  William  Brown  was  elefted. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed ; 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

Monday,  September  23,   1776. 

A  letter  of  the  20th  and  2  ill  from  general  Walhington;  two  af 
the  19th  from  J.  Trumbull;  one  of  the  2  ill  from  the  convention  of 
Delaware;  one  of  the  14th  from  R.  Varick;  one  of  the  19th  from 
governor  Livingilon;  alfo,  one  of  the  14th  from  general  Schuy- 
Jer,  and  one  of  the  19th  from  colonel  Van  Schaick,  and  one  from 
Dr.  "William  Shippen,  were  read: 

Ordered^  That  the  letter  from  Dr.  Shippen  be  referred  to  the 
medical  committee,  and  the  reft  to  the  board  of  war. 

Two  petitions;  one  from  colonel  J.  Stark,  and  the  other  from 
Monf.  Devourouy,  were  read,  and  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  petition  from  captain  Archibald  Hamilton  was  read,  praying 
that  he  may  be  permitted  to  return  home,  and  rende  with  his  wife 
and  children  : 

Refolved^  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  granted. 

Refolved,  That  two  months  pay  be  advanced  to  Monf.  Colerus, 
as  major;  the  fame  to  Monf.  Malmedy,  and  two  months  pay  to 
Monf.  de  Vernejouz,  as  captain. 

A  letter  from  the  fpeaker  of  the  affembly  of  New  Jerfey,  with 
an  extradl  of  a  letter  from  Amboy,  were  read : 

Ordered  J  That  a  copy  of  the  letter  from  the  affembly,  and  of 
the  enclofed  letter  from  Amboy  be  fent  to  general  Mercer;  and 
that  he  be  defired  to  take  fuch  fteps  as  fhall  effeftually  introduce 
order,  and  remove  the  complaints  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  ilate  of 
Nev/  Jerfey. 

Refolvedt  That  two  members  be  added  to  the  committee  on  the 
treafury :  The  ballots  being  taken, 

Mr.  Hooper  and  Mr.  Ellery  were  elefted. 

Refolvedt 
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Hefolvedy  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  devife  ways 
and  means  for  providing  cloathing  and  other  neceiTaries  for  the 
army  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  Mr.  Wythe  and  Mn 
R.  Morris. 

Two  letters  of  the  2  2d  from  general  Wafhington  being  received ^ 
were  read. 

The  committee,  to  whom  were  referred  the  feveral  papers  from 
the  convention  of  the  ftate  of  New- York,  brought  in  a  report, 
which  was  taken  into  confideratlon ;  whereupon, 

Refolved,  That  the  German  battalion  be  ordered  immediately  to 
join  the  army  under  general  Wafhington;  and  that  the  prefident 
inform  his  excellency  of  their  march,  and  defire  that  he  will  order 
an  equal  number  of  men  from  his  army,  to  garrifon  the  forts  in 
the  highlands. 

Refolved,  That  Mr.  J.  Meafe  be  directed  to  fupply  the  German 
battalion  withfuch  articles  of  cloathing  as  they  may  ftand  in  need 
of;  the  fame  to  be  charged  to  their  account,  and  dedudled  out  of 
the  pay  of  the  men  : 

That  three  tons  of  the  fifteen  tons  of  powder,  lately  ordered  to 
the  northern  army,  and  now  on  its  way  thither,  be  left  at  New- 
Wlndfor  in  the  ftate  of  New-York,  and  from  thence  conveyed  to 
fort  Montgomery;  and  that  five  tons  be  immediately  fent  from  the 
city  of  Philadelphia: 

That  two  companies  of  the  marines  lately  raifed  &  now  in  Phila- 
delphia, be  alfo  ordered  to  march  immediately  to  fort  Montgomery; 

That  application  be  made  to  the  counci!  of  fafety  of  the  ftate  of 
Pennfylvania,  to  order  one  half  of  the  artillery  men,  now  in  the 
fervice  of  their  ftate,  to  proceed  to  fort  Montgomery  as  foon  as 
poffible: 

That  Congrefs  approve  the  raeafures  adopted  by  the  convention 
of  New-York,  for  the  defence  of  the  highlands,  and  will  chear- 
fully  defray  all  the  neceflary  expences  that  may  accrue. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed: 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Tuesday,  September  24,   I77<^. 

A  petition  from  Benjamin  Marftiall  and  brothers,  and  one  from 
John  Hazard,  were  read,  and  referred  to  the  marine  committee. 

A  petition  from  Charles  Startin  was  read: 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  board  of  war  brought  In  a  report,  which  was  read  : 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  colonel 
Hazen,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  coniideration ; 
whereupon, 

Refolved,  That  colonel  Hazen  and  lieutenant  colonel  Edward, 
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Antill  be  continued  in  their  offices,  in  the  army  of  the  United 
States,  and  that  they  recruit  their  regiment  to  the  number  of  a 
battalion  on  the  continental  eftabliihment  : 

That  the  fettlement  of  colonel  Hazen's  accounts  of  monies  ad- 
vanced by  him,  for  the  fervice  of  the  United  States  in  Canada,  be 
referred  to  the  commiflioners  appointed  to  audit  accounts  in  the 
northern  department : 

That  1095  dollars  be  paid  to  colonel  Hazen  in  full  fatisfaftion 
for  his  net  cattle,  fheep,  fwine,  poultry,  hay  and  other  articles, 
alledged  to  have  been  taken  and  ufed  for  the  benefit  of  the  conti- 
nental army  near  St.  John's;  which  fum,  together  with  533  dol- 
lars and  one  third  already  received  by  him  on  that  account,  is  the 
amount  of  the  faid  articles,  as  eftimated  by  commiffioners  appoint- 
ed by  general  Wooiler  for  that  purpofe,  purfuant  to  an  order  of 
Congrefs  : 

That  the  damages  done  to  the  buildings,  farms,  &c.  by  our 
troops  or  thofe  of  the  enemy,  ought  not  to  be  paid,  unlcfs  general 
provifion  be  made  for  compenfating  all  others,  who,  by  means  of 
the  war,  have,  in  like  manner,  been  damnified;  which  may  be  a 
fubjeit  worthy  to  be  confidered,  after  the  clofe  of  the  war. 

Refolved^  That  the  committee  be  difcharged  from  enquiring  in- 
to what  refpeds  the  conduft  of  general  Arnold  ;  the  Congrefs  hav- 
ing direfted  general  Wafhington  to  caufe  an  enquiry  to  be  made 
into  the  conduct  of  the  officers,  who  ferved  in  Canada. 

Refohed,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  devife  ways 
and  means  for  effeftually  providing  the  northern  army  with  provi- 
ficns  and  medicines,  and  fupplying  their  other  necefTary  wants: 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Rufh,  Mr.  Hall,  Mr.  Chafe,  Mr. 
Johnfon  and  Mr.  Stockton. 

Refohed,  That  the  medical  committee  be  directed  to  apply  to 
the  council  of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania,  for  a  quantity  of  medicines; 
to  be  repaid  in  kind  or  in  cafh,  as  they  fliall  chufe. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  farther  report: 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Conorefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  inftruftions  to  the 
commiffioners,  and  the  fame  being  debated  by  paragraphs  and 
amended,  were  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  of  fecret  correfpondence  lay  be- 
fore Congrefs  to-morrow  morning  the  intelligence  they  have  lately 
received  from  abroad. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  pofliponed: 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Wednesday,  September  z^,   ^11^' 
Two  letters  from  p-eneral  Lee ;  one  of  tlie  24th  of  Auguil  to 
the  preficlent,  the  other  of  the  27th  of  the  fame  month  to  the  board 
of  war,  both  dated  at  Savannah,  being  received,  were  read. 

The 
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The  committee  of  the  treafury  reported,  that  there  is  due, 
To  John  Bates,  for  212  camp-kettles  delivered  to  Guftavus  Rif- 
berg,  affiftant  to  the  deputy  quarter-mafter  general,  282  dollars 
and  fixty  ninetieths: 

To  Melchior  Meng,  for  waggon-hire*  carrying  money  to  Al- 
bany, with  expences,  going  and  returning,  1 1 7  dollars  and  fevert 
ninetieths: 

To  Samuel  Johnfon,  foi"  1047  meals  fupplied  the  militia  on  their 
march  to  New-Jerfey,   104  dollars  and  fixty-three  ninetieths: 

To  John  Kerlin,  for  entertaining  militia  on  their  march  to 
New-Jerfey,   55  dollars  and  twenty-feven  ninetieths: 

To  Meffrs.  St.  Luke  la  Corn,  major  Campbell  and  captain  Fra- 
zier,  prifoners  from  Canada,  for  their  allowance  of  two  dollars  a 
week  each,  and  for  their  three  fervants  at  one  dollar  a  week  each» 
from  the  8th  of  July  to  the  23d  of  September,  1776,  inclufive,  1 1 
weeks,  90  dollars : 

To  Peter  Mather,  for  entertaining  militia  on  their  march  to 
New-Jerfey,  32  dollars  and  feventy-two  ninetieths: 

To  Samuel  Pews,  for  fupplying  the  militia  with  269  meals  of 
viftuals,  on  their  march  to  New-Jerfey,  26  dollars  and  eighty-one 
ninetieths: 

To  Francis  Lee,  for  the  hire  of  a  flage-coach,  agreeable  to  a 
certificate  of  Richard  Peters,  Efq;  to  convey  general  Prefcot  and 
general  McDonald,  with  their  guard,  26  dollars  and  fixty  nine- 
tieths : 

To  Jacob  Henkles,  for  fupplying  troops  with  provifionSj  on 
their  march  to  New-Jerfey,  215  dollars  and  fifty-two  ninetieths: 
To  Robert  Tolbert,  18  dollars  and  eighteen  ninetieths,  and  to 
Jofeph  M'Keilup,  45  dollars  and  eighteen  ninetieths,  for  enter- 
taining troops  on  their  march  to  New-Jerfey;  both  fums  amount- 
ing to  63  dollars  and  thirty-fix  ninetieths;  to  be  paid  to  the  faid 
Jofeph  M'Keilup: 

To  colonel  Allen  M'Donald  of  Kingfborough,  and  his  fon  Alex- 
ander M'Donald,  for  their  allowance  of  two  dollars  a  week  for  2  i 
weeks,  and  for  their  fervants  allowance,  2  1  weeks,  at  one  dollar  a 
week,  fettled  to  the  17th  of  September,   105  dollars: 

To  John  Pluckrofe,  for  going  exprefs  from  Congrefs  to  Charles- 
town,  South-Carolina,    132  dollars: 

To  the  lleward  of  the  Pennfylvania  hofpital,  for  boarding  Wil- 
liam Whiting,  a  wounded  foldier,  4  weeks,  by  order  of  Congrefs, 
5  dollars  and  thirty  ninetieths: 

To  Jacob  Peterman,  to  be  paid  to  John  Ebevt,  for  83  meals  of 
victuals  fupplied  the  troops  of  the  flying  camp,  on  their  march  to 
New-Jerfey,  8  dollars  and  twenty-two  ninetieths: 

To  Gunning  Bedford,  Efq;  for  his  pay  and  rations,  from  the 
17th  of  June  to  the  17th  of  September,  1776,  being  3  months, 
152  dollars  and  fixty-four  ninetieths  : 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 
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The  faid  committee  farther  reported,  that  they  have  confidered 
the  petition  of  captain  James  Rofs  to  Congrefs,  and  are  of  opinion 
that  he  fhould  be  credited  with  the  following  fums  charged  to  his 
account  J  he  not  having  received  the  accounts  in  time,  to  make 
the  ltoppagef5,  viz. 

For  fundry  articles  fupplied  by  Mr.  Slough,  amounting  to  4S6 
dollars  and  iixty-five  ninetieths: 

For  drum.s,  &c,  by  Simons  and  Henry,  17  dollars  and  twenty 
four  ninetieths: 

For  cafh  to  a  waggoner,  by  committee  of  Lancafler  county,  66 
dollars  and  fixty  ninetieths  : 

For  part  of  an  account  of  expences  of  his  company,  on  their 
march  to  Cambridge,    17  dollars  and  feventy-eight  ninetieths  : 

The  whole  amounting  to  588  dollars  and  forty-feven  ninetieths: 

Ordered^  That  the  faid  fum  be  paifed  to  his  credit. 

Rsfoived,  That  an  order  for  40  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  treafurer 
in  favour  of  Monf.  P.  Govert,  as  captain- lieutenant  of  artillery; 
the  fame  being  two  months  pay  advanced,  for  which  he  is  to  be 
accountable. 

A  letter  from  general  Waftiington,  inclofing  one  from  brigadier 
general  Green,  and  a  return  of  the  army,  was  read. 

Refohed,  That  the  captains  or  commanding  officers  of  the  com- 
panies of  the  militia  of  Pennfylvania  make  up  the  pay-rolls  of  fuch 
companies  as  have  been  regularly  difcharged  from  the  camp  in 
New-Jerfey,  from  the  time  of  their  being  laft  paid,  with  the  ad- 
dition of  a  day  to  each  man,  for  every  twenty  miles  between  the 
camp  and  his  refpeAive  place  of  abode;  for  which,  an  allowance 
of  one  penny  per  mile  is  to  be  made,  without  rations  or  fubfiftance. 
The  fums  due  on  the  faid  rolls  to  be  attefted  by  the  oaths  or  af- 
firmations of  the  refpedive  captains  or  commanding  officers,  and 
certified  by  one  of  their  field  officers.  And  the  pay-mailer  In  Phi-  ; 
ladelphia  is  hereby  direfted  to  difcharge  the  faid  rolls,  on  certifi- 
cates being  produced  from  the  commifTary  of  Hores  at  the  flying 
camp,  and  in  this  city,  of  the  re-delivery  of  fuch  of  the  public 
ftores  as  have  been  received  by  the  companies  aforefaid,  or  the 
regiments  to  which  they  refpeclively  belong,  or  upon  deducting 
the  amount  thereof  from  the  pay  of  thofe  who  have  not  returned  . 
them : 

That  the  captains  or  commanding  officers  of  fuch  of  the  faid 
militia,  as  are  not  yet  returned  from  the  camp,  be  direfted,  when 
difcharged,  to  procure  from  the  commanding  officer  of  the  camp> 
certificates  of  the  fums  due  in  their  refpedlive  rolls;  and  in  every 
other  refpedl,  the  faid  captains  or  commanding  officers,  and  the 
pay-mailers  aforefaid,  are  to  obferve  the  rules  prefcribed  in  the 
forep^oing  refolve  for  payment  of  the  faid  militia. 

Refolved,  That  three  gentlemen  be  appointed  to  audit  and  fettle 
the  accounts  of  the  Pennfylvania  militia: 

The ' 
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The  ballots  bein";  taken,  the  foilowlnor  p-enttemen  \yere  <;iiofen, 
^12.  Mr.  P.  Chevalier,  Mr.  J.  Wilcox  and  Mr.  James  Meale. 

The  committee  appointed  to  devife  ways  and  means  for  provid- 
ing cloathing  and  other  necefraries  for  the  arm]^,  brought  in  thesr 
report,  which  was  taken  into  confideration ;  whereupon, 

Refohedy  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  general  affemblies  and 
conventions  of  the  United  States,  to  forward  to  head-quarters  the 
cloathing,  blankets  and  neceffaries,  which  they  may  have  provided 
in  confequence  of  the  refoliition  of  Congrefs  of  the  19th  of  June 
laft,  drawing  on  the  preiident  for  the  coft:  and  conveyance  thereof; 
in  which,  it  is  hoped  the  utmoil  diligence  and  expedition  will  be 
«fed,  that  thofe  who  expofe  themfelves  to  danger  in  defending  and 
protecting  their  fellow-citizens,  may  fuifer  as  little  as  poffible  from 
inclement  feafons: 

That  a  committee  of  Congrefs,  confifting  of  one  delegate  from 
each  fcate,  be  appointed  with  authority  to  employ  proper  perfons 
to  purchafe,  in  their  reipedliye  ilates,  a  fufficient  number  of  blan- 
kets and  woollens  fit  for  foldiers  cloaths,  and  that  they  take  the 
molt  effedual  and  fpeedy  methods  for  getting  fuch  woollens  made 
i3p,  and  diftributed  amonp-  the  reo-ular  continental  army,  in  fuch 
proportion  as  will  beft  promote  the  public  fervi.ce:  And  that  they 
silfo  purchafe  all  other  neceffary  cloathing  for  the  foldiers,  in  fuch 
proportion  as  they  judge,  upou  the  bell  information,  will  be 
wanted;  and  that  the  faid  committee  be  authorifed  to  draw  on  the 
prefident  of  Congrefs  for  the  fums  neceffary  to  execute  this  bufi- 
nefs;  they  to  be  accountable  for  the  amount  of  their  draughts  and 
difburfements: 

That  Mr.  J.  Meafe  be  direcled  immediately  to  fend  to  general 
Gates  all  the  white  fhirts,  fhoes  and  (lockings,  he  now  has  in  his 
poflefiion,  and  which  are  unappropriated,  for  the  ufe  of  the  nor- 
thern army,  an^d  that  he  ufe  the  utmofl  diligence  in  buying,  col- 
jefting  and  getting  made  immediately  as  many  more  of  thofe  ar- 
ticles as  poffible,  making  weekly  reports  to  Congrefs  of  what  he 
obtains: 

That  general  Schuyler,  or  the  commanding  officer  at  Albany, 
be  defired  to  employ  proper  perfons  immediately  to  make  up  into 
foldiers  cloaths  the  woollens  mentioned  in  general  Schuyler's  letter 
of  the  29th  of  Augull  lafl,  and  tranfmit  the  fame  without  delay  to 
tlie  general  commanding  the  northern  army,  for  the  ufe  of  fuch  of 
the  troops  in  that  army,  as  have  enlifted  for  three  years,  or  will 
enlill  during  the  war. 

Refolved y  That  the  comm.iflarles  and  quarter-mafler  general, 
and  deputy  quarter-maders  general  and  their  affillants  in  tiie,  feve- 
ral  departments,  be  dire£led  to  apply  to  Mr.  Meafe  for  fuch  arti- 
cles of  cloathing,  camp  equipage  and  other  utenfils,  which  they 
may  want  to  purchafe  in  the  llate  of  Pennfylvania,  for  the  ufe  of 
ji'he  army. 

Congrefs 
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Congrefs  then  proceeded  to  the  appointment  of  the  committecj 
when  the  following  gentlemen  were  chofen,  viz. 

Mr,  Bartlett,  Mr.  Paine,  Mr.  Ellery,  Mr.  Williams,  Mr.  Floyd, 
Mr.  Stockton,  Mr.  Rofs,  Mr.  M^Kean,  Mr.  Paca,  Mr.  Wythe, 
Mr.  Hewes,  Mr.  Middleton,  and  Mr.  Hall. 

Uefolved^  That  lieutenant  Boger  and  lieutenant  Ball  be  releafed 
from  prifon  on  ligning  tpe  like  parole,  as  the  other  officers  prifon- 
ers  at  York-Town  In  Pennfylvania. 

Refolvedy  That  the  committee  to  whom  was  entrufled  the  care  of 
publifhing  the  journals  of  this  houfe,  be  impowered  to  colleft  from 
the  feveral  printers  fuch  parts  of  the  faid  journals  as  they  have 
printed,  and  lodge  them  with  Robert  Aitken  for  fale  ;  the  feveral 
printers  to  be  paid  out  of  the  fales  in  fuch  manner  as  the  commit- 
tee ihall  findjuft  and  equitable  ;  and  that  the  faid  committee  make 
a  publication  of  thj  journals  as  far  as  printed,  as  foon  as  poffible. 

The  committee  appointed  to  devife  ways  and  means  for  provid- 
ing the  northern  army  with  provifions,  medicines  and  other  necef- 
faries,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  confideration  ; 
whereupon, 

Refolvedi  That  a  committee  be  immediately  fent  to  Ticonderoga; 
that  they  give  orders  that  a  number  of  fheep,  and  a  quantity  of  in- 
dian  meal,  rice  and  oatmeal,  and  molaffes  be  immediately  fent  to 
lake  George  and  Ticonderoga ;  that  they  endeavour  to  contrail 
for  the  provifions  for  the  northern  army,  by  the  ration,  the  parti- 
culars of  v/hich  to  be  valued,  and  any  part  not  fupplied,  to  be  paid 
for  in  money  by  the  contraftor  ;  and  that  fuch  contrail  be  made, 
as  far  as  may  be,  agreeable  to  the  mode  recommended  by  general 
Schuyler  in  his  letter  to  Congrefs  of  the  25th  of  Auguft  :  That  the 
committee  confult  with  the  commanding  officer  in  the  northern 
department,  and  fuch  other  of  the  general  officers  as  may  be 
thought  proper  on  the  beft  mode  to  reinlifl  the  army  there,  and  to 
provide  barracks  and  cloathing  for  the  troops,  and  efpecially  that 
they  engage  the  goods  mentioned  by  general  Schuyler,  and  apply 
fuch  of  them  as  may  be  neceflary  for  the  northern  army  : 

That  the  committee  be  impowered  to  make  regulations  for  the 
hofpitals  in  the  northern  department,  and  to  remove  or  fufpend  a- 
ny  perfon  employed  therein,  and  to  employ  fuch  as  they  may 
think  neceflary  and  proper  :  And  that  they  report  to  Congrefs 
the  ftate  and  condition  of  the  army,  and  any  further  regulations 
which  they  may  think  neceflary,  for  the  better  government,  and 
fupplying  the  faid  army  : 

That  the  committee  confift  of  two,  and  that  to-morrow  be  af- 
figned  for  eleAing  the  faid  committee. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  board  of  war ; 
whereupon, 

Refolved i  That  Mr.  J.  Meafe  be  directed  to  purchafe  as  many 
tents,  camp^kettles,  canteens,  and   other  camp-furniture,  and  as 

much 
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much  cloathing  as  he  can  poffibly  procure  for  the  ufe  of  the  army 
under  the  command  of  general  Wafhington  : 

That  captain  James  Rofs  be  appointed  major  in  colonel  Hand's 
regiment,  and  that  the  other  vacancies  in  that  battalion  be  fiikd 
up,  as  recommended  by  the  colonel,  in  manner  following,  viz* 

John  Halliday,  to  be  captain  in  the  room  of  James  Rofs  promo? 
ted  ; 

William  Wilfon,  to  be  firft  lieutenant ; 
John  Dougherty,  to  be  fecond  lieutenant,  and 
Benjamin  Lyon,  to  be  third  lieutenant ; 

John  Dick,  to  be  fecond  lieutenant  in  the  room  of  Jacob  Zanch 
refigned  ;  and 

Robert  Cunningham,  to  be  third  lieutenant ;  vice  John  Dick: 
That  the  vacancies  in  colonel  Ward's  regiment  of  the  Maflachn- 
fets-Bay  be  filled  up  in  the  manner  recommended  by  the  colonel, 
viz. 

Captain  James  Mellen,  to  be  major, — commiffion  to  be  dated 
from  the  time  of  doing  duty,  viz.  Auguft  15,   1776* 

do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 


Captains,  Ephraim  Burr,  —  April 

Ebenezer  Cleveland,  -^  July  12, 

Nahum  Ward,  —  September  11. 

iftlieutenants,  Baxter  Howe,  —  July  12. 

Samuel  Shelden,      — ■       September  11. 

2d  lieutenants,  Jonathan  Champeney,  July  12. 

Samuel  Clofflin,  September  11, 

Enfigns,  Jonas  Snow,  .; —  July  12. 

Caleb  Noble,  —  July  20, 

Jofeph  Freeland,  — ■  September  11. 

Chaplain,  Ebenezer  Cleavland,  —  January 

Surgeon,  Elihu  Wright,  —  Auguft  11 

Do.  mate,  Ifrael  Whiting,  —  July  i 

That  Leonard  Ganfevort,  junr.  be  appointed  paymafter  to  co- 
lonel van  Schaick's  regiment  : 

That  Richard  Varick,  late  captain  in  colonel  M'Dougal's  regi- 
ment, which  office  he  refigned,  Secretary  to  the  honourable  major- 
general  Schuyler,  be  appointed  deputy  mufter-mafter  general  to 
the  northern  army  :  And 

That  major  Henry  Brockholft  Livingfton,  aid  de  camp  to  o-e- 
neral  Schuyler,  be  provided  for  by  Congrefs  in  a  ftation  equal  to 
his  merit,  when  a  proper  vacancy  happens,  he  being  recommended 
by  the  general  as  a  very  deferving  officer  : 

That  the  part  of  general  Schuyler's  letter  referred  to  the  board 
of  war,  vyhich  relates  to  indian  affairs,  be  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee for  indian  affairs  ; 

That  the  commifTary  general  be  directed  to  procure  fuch  quan- 
tities of  fait,  and  to  buy,  cure  and  lay  up  in  proper  places  fuch 
quantities  of  provIfionSj  as  he  fiiall  judge  necefTary  for  the  next 
campaign  :  '  That 
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That  the  commiflary  general's  letter  relative  to  his  having  drawn 
an-  order  on  Mr.  prelident  Hancock,  in  favour  of  colonel  Lowry 
for  60,000  dollars,  be  referred  to  the  treafury  board  : 

That  Monfr.  Devourouy's  petition  be  referred  to  the  marine 
committee  : 

That  the  letters  from  his  excellency  governor  Livingfton  of 
New-Jerfey,  refpecling  the  payment  of  the  militia,  be  referred  to 
the  treafury  board  : 

That  fo  much  of  general  Arnold's  letter  to  general  Schuyler  as 
relates  to  cloathing,  be  referred  to  the  committee  for  providing 
cloathing  for  the  army. 

The  committee  appointed  to  fettle  the  rank  oi  the  captains  and 
fubalterns  in  the  German  battalion  reported  the  fame,  as  follows, 
which  was  agreed  to ;  ^ 

Captains,  Daniel  Barkhart,  Philip  Graybill,  George  Hubley, 
Henry  Fifter,  Jacob  Bonner,  George  Kaports,  Benjamin  Weifer, 
William  Keyfer,  and  David  Woelpper. 

Firft  lieutenants,  Frederic  Rolwagen,  Jphn  Lora,  Peter  Boyer, 
Charles  Bulfel,  William  Rice,  Jacob  Kotz,  Jacob  Bower,  Samu- 
el Gerock,  and  Bernard  Hubley. 

Second  lieutenants,  George  Hawbecker,  Chriftian  Meyers, 
John  Landenberger,  Michael  Bayer,  George  Schaffer,  Adam 
Smith,  Frederick  Yeifer,  V/illi.am  Ritter,  and  Philip  Schrawder. 

Enfigns,  John  Weidman,  Martin  Shugart,  Chriftian  Helm, 
Jacob  Crummet,  Japob  Cramer,  Paul  Chriftman,  Chriftopher 
Godfrey  Swartz,  and  John  Landenberger. 

The  committee  appointed  to  hear  and  determine  on  the  appeal 
againft  the  fentence  of  condemnation  pafied  upon  the  fchooner 
Thiftle,  having  reverfed  the  decree  ; 

Rsfohedy  That  a  paiTport  and  fafe  condud  be  granted  to 
Charles  Roberts,  mailer  of  the  fchooner  Thiftle,  for  himfelf  and 
the  faid  fchooner,  for  the  fpace  of  iixty  days. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed  : 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Thursday,  September  26,   1776. 

Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  cle<5lion  of  a  committee  to  go  to  Ti- 
conderoga,  and  the  ballots  being  taken, 

Mr.  Stockton  and  Mr.  Clymer  were  eleded. 

Ord:^red^  That  the  fecret  committee  deliver  to  lieutenant  Pen- 
dleton 8  lb.  of  powder,  for  the  ufe  of  his  company. 

The  committee  of  treafury  reported  that  there  is  due. 

To  Jacob  Shizens  for  half-ferriages  of  the  militia  and  their  bag- 
gage over  Nefnaminy  ferry,    17  dollars  and  forty  ninetieths  : 

To  James  M'Cree  for  boarding  nine  men  of  captain  Gner'j 
company  i8  days,  at  the  rate  of  i  dollar  and  one  third  per  week, 
30  doliaro  and  ftventy-feven  ninetieths  : 

To 
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To  John  Teney  for  fupplying  the  mih°tla  with  201  meals 
viftuals  on  their  march  to  New-Jerfey,  20  dollars  and  nine  nine- 
tieths ;  and  to  Philip  Upright  for  fupplying  them  with  996  meals, 
09  dollars  and  fifty-four  ninetieths,  both  fums  making  1 19  dollars 
and  fixty-three  ninetieths,  to  be  paid  to  Adam  Kimmel  : 

To  John  White  Swift  for  two  receipts  of  brigadier-general  D. 
Woofter,  one  dated  17th  January  for  240  dollars,  and  the  other 
8th  March,  for  25  half  Johannes  with  intereft  allowed  thereon, 
being  6  months,  18  days,  at  6  per  cent,  amounts  to  206  dollars 
and  fifty-four  ninetieths,  both  fums  making  446  dollars  and  fifty- 
four  ninetieths  : 

To  John  Shultz  for  boarding  and  lodging  fundry  continental 
troops,  201  dollars  and  fixty  ninetieths,  and  for  boarding  and 
nunlng  fundry  fick  troops,  29  dollars  and  forty  ninetieths,  both 
fums  making  231  dollars  and  nineteen  ninetieths  : 

To  captain  Philip  Grayblll  of  the  German  battalion,  the  bal- 
lance  of  his  account  for  arms,  accoutrements  &c.  for  the  ufe  of  his 
company,  and  for  provlfions  fupplied  them  on  their  march  from 
Maryland  to  Philadelphia,  1168  dollars  and  five  ninetieths,  agree- 
able to  the  following  account,  viz. — 

Amount  of  provlfions  account,  732  dollars  and  forty-one  nine- 
tii-^ths  : 

Of  which  he  received  of  the  council  offafety  of  Maryland,  266 
dollars  and  fixty  ninetieths  : 

Of  colonel  Strieker,  327  dollars: 

Of  major  Veltner,  100  dollars  :  693  dollars  and  fixty  nine- 
tieths : 

Ballance  on  this  account,   38  dollars  and  feventy-one  ninetieths: 

Amount  of  arms,  accoutrements,  blankets,  &g.  1129  dollars 
and  twenty-four  ninetieths  : 

Amounting  in  the  whole  to  1 168  dollars  and  five  ninetieths  : 

Ordered^  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid, 

Refohedy  That  the  committee  appointed  to  fuperintend  the  pub* 
iication  of  the  journals,  be  empowered  and  inftrufted  to  employ 
Robert  Aitken,  to  reprint  the  faid  journals  from  the  beglnnino* 
with  all  pofiible  expedition,  and  continue  to  print  the  fame  :  And 
that  this  houfe  will  purchafe  of  him  500  copies  of  the  faid  journal 
when  reprinted  ;  and  further  that  he  be  dire(R;ed  to  purchafe  on 
reafonable  terms,  fuch  parts  of  the  journals  as  Mr.  Bradford,  Sift 
and  company,  have  printed  and  not  yet  publilhed,  to  be  paid  for 
by  the  Congrefs. 

Refolv^dy  That  general  Wafhington  be  dire6^ed  to  procure  a-i 
foon  as  poffible  an  exchange  oi  the  officers  and  foldlers  taken  on 
Long-Ifland,  for  the  fame  number  of  Britlfli  ofncers  and  privates, 
now  prifoners  to  the  United  States. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  beln<;»-  poftppned  : 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Friday, 
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Friday,  September  27,   1776. 

Two   letters   of  the   24th  and  25th   from  general  Wafhington 
with  fundry  papers  inclofed ;  one  of  the  20th  from  the  convention 
of  New-York;  one  of  the  22d  from   Jof.    Trumbull;  one  of  the 
25th  from  colonel  John  Shee  inclofing  his  commillion  ;  and  one  of 
the  25th  from  Jon.  B.  Smith  requefting  leave  to  refign  his  office  of 
deputy  mufter  mafter-general,  were  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  letters  from  general  Wafhington  be  referred 
to  a  committee  of  five. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Wythe,  Mr.  Hopkinfon,  Mr.  Rut- 
ledge,  Mr.  J.  Adams,  and  Mr.  Stoue. 

Refohed,  That  100,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  delegae  sof 
New-York  for  the  ufe  of  that  ftate,  which  is  to  be  accountable. 

Refolved,  That  the  refignation  of  colonel  J.  Shee  and  Jonathan 
B.  Smith  be  accepted. 

Certain  refolutions  of  the  convention  of  New- York  pafled  the 
20th  of  this  month,  being  laid  before  Congrefs, 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  M'Kean,  Mr.  Rutledge,  and  Mr. 
Hooper. 

Refolved,  That  George  M'Cabe  in  captain  Douglaf's  company 
in  the  flying  camp  be  fent  to  Philadelphia,  his  fervice  being  ne- 
ceflary  to  the  marine  committee. 

Ordered,  That  the  fecret  committee  deliver  to  the  board  of  war 
the  care  and  cuftody  of  all  arms,  ammunition,  and  other  warlike 
llores  now  under  their  care,  or  that  may  hereafter  be  imported  or 
purchased  by  them  for  account  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

Refolved,  That  the  marine  committee  be  im powered  to  purfue 
fuch  meafures  as  they  judge  proper  and  effectual  to  import  as 
much  fait  as  pofiible. 

A  petition  from  Wm.  M'Cue  was  read  and  referred  to  the 
board  of  war. 

A  petition  from  Hamilton  Young  of  New- York  was  read, 
praying  that  he  may  havt  leave  to  return  to  Long-Ifland,  to  take 
care  of  his  books  and  effefts  ; 

Refolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  faid  petition  be  granted. 

Congrefs  being  informed  that  a  number  of  men  belonging  to 
three  of  the  Pennfylvania  battalions,  have  deferted  from  the  army, 

Refolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  convention  of  Penn- 
fylvania, to  take  the  moft  effeftual  meafures  to  compel  fuch  of 
their  troops,  as  have  come  off  from  the  camp  on  New- York  ifland, 
to  return  immediately  to  that  place  ;  that  they  inquire  who  were 
the  ringleaders  of  the  mutiny,  and  have  them  fent  back  under 
guard  for  trial  ;  and  that  the  convention,  if  they  think  neceffary, 
have  the  alfiftance  of  the  German  battalion,  to  enable  them  to  car- 
ry tliis  refolve  into  execution  ;  and  the  convention  are  defired  to 
ufe  all  proper  means  to  furnifh  their  troops  witfi   cloathing   and 

blankets. 
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blankets.  The  faid  convention  are  further  defired  to  caiife  all  de- 
ferters  from  their  troops  to  be  immediately  apprehended,  and  fent 
back  to  general  Wafhington's  head-quarters. 

The  marine  committee,  to  whom  the  petition  of  Francis  Guillot 
was  referred,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  confider- 
ation;  whereupon, 

Refohed^  That  Francis  Guillot  be  permitted  to  fit  out  and  arm 
a  privateer  under  the  colours  of  the  United  States  of  America,  and 
that  he  be  permitted  to  equip  and  arm  the  faid  vefTel  in  fuch  place 
as  he  thinks  he  can  do  it  at  the  fraalleft  expcnce;  he  giving  the 
ufual  fecurities  in  fuch  cafes  diredled  by  Congrefs. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poilponed ; 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow* 

Saturday,  Septe?nher  28,   1776. 

A  memorial  from  Gunning  Bedford,  mufter  mailer  general,  was 
laid  before  Congrefs  and  read: 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 
I    The  board  of  war,  to  whom  the  petition  of  William  M'Cue  was 
referred,  brought  in  a  report;  whereupon, 

Refolved,  As  Congrefs  have  impowered  the  feveral  ilates  to  pro- 
vide foi-  fuch  foldiers  as  may  be  difabled  in  the  fervice  of  the  conti- 
nent, that  the  petition  of  William  M^Cue  be  referred  to  the  com=> 
monv/ealth  of  Virginia. 

Rsfohed,  That  10O5OCO  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  ftate  of  Penn- 
fylvania,  which  is  to  be  accountable. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Meafe  fupply  captain  Doyle  with  money 
fufHcient  to  purchafe  rifles  and  blankets  for  his  company. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,   being  poilponed  : 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

Monday,  Septemher  30,   1776. 

Two  letters  of  the  27th  and  28th  from  general  Waflilngton, 
and  one  of  the  22dfrom  governor  Trumbull,  were  read: 

Alfo,  a  letter  from  Robert  Franklin  was  read,  and  referred  to 
the  marine  committee. 

A  petition  from  J.  Rowe  and  others,  ov%'ners  of  goocls  on  board 
the  fhip  Elizabeth,  which  was  taken  by  captains  Jolm  Manly, 
Daniel 'V/aters  and  John  Ayres,  commanders  of  the  three  armed 
veifeis  Hancock,  Lee  and  Lynch,  and  libelled  in  the  court  mari- 
time for  the  ftatc  of  New-Hampihire,  and,  by  the  fentence  of  the 
faid  court,  acquitted;  againll  which  fentence,  an  appeal  has  been 
entered,  was  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read,  praying  that  the  fai'l 
appeal  may  be  heard  and  determined;  whereupon, 

Refohed)  That  a  committee  of  hve  be  appointed,  with  full  pov/- 
ers  to  hear  and  determine  on  the  faid  appeal : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Paine,  Mr,  Fliintington,  Mr.  Stone, 
Mr.  Wythe  and  Mr.  Smith. 
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A  letter  from  B.  Flower,  com miffary  of  military  ftores,  direft- 
ed  to  the  board  of  war,  was  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read. 

Refohed^  That  the  board  of  war  be  impowered  and  direfted,  on 
reqiiilition  of  the  general,  or  commanding  officers  in  the  feveral 
departments,  to  fend  fuch  articles  of  military  {lores  and  other  ne-  ' 
ceiTaries,  which  they  may  have  in  their  poffeffion,  or  can  procure. 

Refolved,  That  the  board  of  war  be  direfled  to  order  the  three 
Virginia  battalions,  now  on  their  march  to  New-York,  to  be 
lodged  in  the  barracks  at  Wilmington  j  there  to  remain  'till  far- 
ther orders. 

Refohed,  That  the  fum  of  13,333  dollars  and  one  third  be  ad- 
vanced ta  Meffrs.  Hughes,  in  part  payment  for  the  cannon  they 
have  contraAed  to  make  for  the  continent;  they  to  be  accountable. 

Refohed,  That  a  member  be  added  to  the  committee  of  treafury: 

The  member  chofcn,  Mr.  Hopkinfon. 

A  petition  from  Monf.  De  Boy,  and  one  from  Monf.  Ja.  Val- 
lier,  were  read  and  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  petition  from  Jacob  Sheafe,  and  a  petition  from  colonel  M. 
Hazen,  were  read: 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  from  colonel  Hazen  be  referred  ta 
the  Canada  committee. 

The  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  letters  from  general 
Wafhington  of  the  24th  and  25th  inftant,  and  the  papers  inclofed. 
therein,  brought  in  their  report,  which  was  taken  into  confidera- 
tion;  whereupon, 

Refohed,  That  general  Wafhington  be  dire6led  to  call  upon  fuch 
of  the  members  of  the  court  martial,  as  fat  upon  the  trial,  and 
concurred  in  the  acquittal  of  enfign  Macumber,  to  affign  their 
reafons  for  their  firft  judgment ;  that  thofe  reafons,  together  with 
the  names  of  fuch  of  the  faid  members,  who  were  for  the  acquit- 
tal, be  returned  to  Congrefs: 

That  Mr.  M'Dbnald,  having  a  commifiion  of  brigadier  general 
from  gjovernor  Martin,  be  not  exchanged  for  any  officer  under  the 
rank  of  brigadier  general  in  the  fervice  either  of  the  United  States 
or  of  any  one  of  them : 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  legiflatures  of  the  United  States 
to  appoint  gentlemen  in  their  refpedtive  ftates,  flvilful  in  phyfic  and 
furgery,  to  examine  thofe  who  offer  to  ferve  as  furgeons  or  fur- 
geons  mates  in  the  army  or  navy;  and  that  no  furgeon  or  mate 
Ihall  hereafter  receive  a  commiffion  or  warrant  to  ad  as  fuch,  in 
the  army  or  navy,  who  fhall  not  produce  a  certificate  from  lome  or 
one  of  the  examiners  fo  to  be  appointed,  to  prove  that  he  is  quali- 
fied to  execute  the  office: 

That  all  rep  irnental  furgeons  and  mates,  as  well  as  thofe  of  the 
hofpital,  be  fubjed  to  the  direction  and  controul  of  the  dirfedlors, 
in  the  feveral  departments: 

That  no  foldier  be  difcharged  from  the  fervice  asdifabled,  un- 

lefs 
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lefs  the  certificate  of  difability  be  counterfignetl  by  the  director, 
?lTii1ant  phyfician,  or  firil  furgeon  of  the  hofpitai,  jnor  be  excufed 
from  duty  for  ficknefs,  unlefs  the  certihcate  of  ficknefs  be  counter- 
finned  by  one  of  thofe  perfons,  where  accefs  may  be  had  to  them. 

Refolvedy  That  the  remainder  of  the  faid  report  be  poftponed. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed ' 

Adjourned  to. ten  o'clock ,to-mprro\y. 

TuESDArY,  OBoher  i,,  .1776. 

'Refohtd,  That  the  fum  of  60,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  Mr. 
•James  Meafe,  for  the  payment  of  the  militia,  and  to  pay  for  the 
-articles  he  is  ordered  to  purchafe;  he  to  be  accountable. 

Whereas,  a  full  reprefentation  in  Congrefs  of  the  feyeral  United 
States  is  highly  neceffary  on  bufinefs  of  much  importance  to 
America;  therefore, 

Refohed,  That  the  prefident  be  defired  to  write  letters  to  the 
conventions  ^nd  affemblies  of  the  refpciftive  fcates,,  requedin^  that 
meafures  be  taken  to  caufe,  as  fpeedily  as  polllble,  a  full  repre- 
fentation of  the  faid  dates  in  Con^refs. 

c> 

Stephen  Moylan,  Efq;  having  refigned  his  office  of  quarter- 
mailer  general  of  the  continental  army  ; 

Refolved^  That  brigadier  aeneral  MiiHui  be  authorifed  and  re- 
quelled  to  refume  the  faid  office,  and  that  his  rank  and  pay,  as 
brisjadier,  be  ftill  continued  to  him  % 

That  a  committee  of  four  be  appointed  to  confer  v/ith  brigadier 
general  Mifflui : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  Mr.  Sherman,  Mr.  J. 
Adams  and  Mr.  Gerry. 

Refohed^  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  prepare  and 
bring  in  a  plan  of  a  military  academy  at  the  army: 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Hooper,  Mr.  Lynch,  Mr.  Wythe, 
Mr.  Williams  and  Mr.  J.  Adams. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed: 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-rporrowo 

Wednesday,  Ocloher  2,   1776. 

A -letter  of  the  30th  of  September  from  general  Wafliington, 
with  two  papers  inclofed;  one  of  the  27th  of  September  from  S. 
Moylan;  one  of  the  23d  from  general  Gates;  one  of  the  23d  from 
colonel  Wayne;  one  from  brigadier  general  Mercer,  and  a  peti- 
tion from  Bartholomew  Van  Heer,  were  read  and  referred  to  the 
board  of  war. 

Rejolved,  That  William  Shcphard  be  promoted  to  the  rank  of 
colonel  of  the  rep-iment,  whereof  he  is  now  lieutenant  colonel. 

A  petition  from  John  Bayard,  Alexander  Henderfon  and  Mat- 
thew Irwin,  was  prefented  to  Congrefs  and  read;   whereupon, 

Refglvedy  That  the  board  of  >yar  be  direded  to  fell  to  the  peti- 
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tioners,   1600  lb.  of  powder,  and  800  lb.  of  lead^  for  the  ufe  of 
their  privateers,  general  Lee  and  colonel  Parry. 

The  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  brisjadier  general  Mif- 
flin, reported,  that,  upon  the  conference,  they  find  the  following 
fupplies  will  be  neceflary  for  the  life  and  cornfort  of  the  army^ 
which  ought  to  be  procured  as  foon  as  may  be,  vl?.  200  waggons 
with  four  horfes  each, — 50  ox-teams,  with  2  oxen  each,  for  fun- 
dry  ufes, — 50  drays,  with  one  horfe  each,  for  various  fmall  fer- 
vices, — 100  llrong  horfes  for  the  artillery, — 50  horfes  for  expreffes 
and  commiffary  ufes, — 25,000  bufhels  of  Indian  corn, — 15,000 
bufhels  of  oats, — 10,000  bulhels  of  rye-meal,r — 10,000  bufnels  of 
fpelts, — 1800  tons  of  hay  ,-^-50  cutting-boxes,— 2000  axes, — 2000 
wheel  and  hand-barrcw5,-^-8ooo  cords  of  wood, — a  fet  of  carpen- 
ters tools  for  each  regiment, — a  waggon-mafter  and  one  deputy, — 
20  condu6lors  of  waggons  on  captains  pay,  allowing  10  waggons 
for  each  condu6tor,— 5  condudlors  for  artillery, — 100  ca&s  of 
nails  and  fpikes, — -10,000  knapfacks, — 10,000  camp-kettles, — - 
two  million  feet  of  boards,  planks  and  joifts,  for  barracks,  plat- 
forms, occ. 

That  a  company  of  50  blackfmiths  fhould  be  immediately  fent 
to  camp,    12  harnefs  and  collar-makers,  and  25  wheelwrights. 

Refolvedi  That  for  thefe  various  and  neceflary  fupplies,  300,000 
dollai-s  be  advanced  to  the  quarter-mafter  general : 

That  one  eighth  part  of  a  doltar,  over  and  above  their  foldiera 
pay,  be  allowed  to  fuch  perfons  as  are  neceiTarily  draughted  for 
quarter-mafters  ufes: 

That  as  5000  tents  will  be  neceflary  for  the  fpring-campaign, 
they  be  provided  in  due  time: 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  feveral  fl:ates  to  make  legal  pro- 
vlfion  to  compel  the  furnifliing  of  neceflary  fupplies  and  afliftance  to 
the  quarter  mailer  general  of  the  continental  army,  on  reafonable 
terms,  for  the  public  ufe. 

P.efohcd,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  confider  of 
a  plan  for  providing  carriages  for  the  public  fervice,  fo  as  any  de- 
mands may  be  fpeedily  complied  v^'ith,  and  all  oppreflion  of  pri- 
vate'pcrfons  efl'eclually  prevented  j 

I'he  members  chofen,  Mr.  Witherfpoon,  Mr.  Smith  abd  Mr. 
Huntington. 

Refohed,  That  Benjamin  Fifhbourne  be  appointed  pay-mafter  to 
the  fecond  Pennfylvaiiia  battalion  commanded  by  colonel  Wood. 

A  memorial  from  the  council  of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania  was  read: 

(!>'ri3'(?r(?.'/,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  treafury,  who 
are  direfted  to  report  thereon  as  foon  as  poflible. 

The  com.mittee  of  treafury  reported,  that  there  is  due, 

To  George  Meafam,  on  account  of  fundry  articles  fupplied  the 
army  in  Canada,  9  dollars  and  forty-feven  ninetieths: 

Ordered^  That  the  faid  account  be  paid. 

■  The 
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The  committee,  to  whom  the  refolutions  pafled  by  the  conven- 
tion of  New- York  were  referred,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was 
taken  into  confidc-ration  ;  whereupon, 

Refolved,  That  the  prefident  write  to  general  Schuyler,  and  in- 
form him,  that  Con^refs  cannot  confent,  d^jring  the  prefent  litua-- 
tion  of  their  affairs,  to  accept  of  his  refignation,  but  requeft,  that 
he  continue  the  command,  which  he  now  holds;  that  he  be  af- 
lured,  that  the  afperllons,  which  his  enemies  have  thrown  out 
againft  his  character,  have  had  no  iniiii,ence  upon  the  minds  of  the 
members  of  this  houfe,  who  are  fully  fatisfied  of  his  attachments 
to  the  caufe  of  freedom,  and  are  willing  to  bear  their  teftimony  of 
the  many  fervices,  which  he  has  rendered  to  his  country  ;  and  that 
in  order  efFe6lual]y  to  put  calumny  to  lilence,  they  will,  at  an  early 
day,  appoint  a  committee  of  their  own  body  to  enquire  fully  into 
his  conduct,  which,  they  truft,  will  eftablifli  his  reputation  in  the 
opinion  of  all  good  men. 

Refohedy  That  the  limits  prefcribed  in  the  parole  of  John  Fox- 
croft  and  Francis  Dafhwood,  Efquires,  be  extended  as  far  as  the 
bounds  of  Pennfylvania,  within  which  they  are  to  confine  them^? 
feives,  'till  farther  orders. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  pollponed: 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Thursday,  O^oher  3,   1776. 

On  application  from  the  council  of  fafety  of  North-Carolina, 

Refolved,  That  Michael  Holt,  a  prifoner  in  the  gaol  of  Phila- 
delphia,  be  difcharged  from  his  imprifonment,  that  he  may  return 
to  his  family ;  he  taking  the  o?th  prefcribed  by  the  faid  council 
of  fafety. 

Refolved,  That  Mr.  J.  Meafe  be  diredled  to  purchafe  immedi- 
ately one  hundred  hogflieads  of  rum,  and  forward  the  fame  to  the 
commiflary  general  for  the  ufe  of  the  army. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into 
confideration ;  virhereupon, 

Rejohedy  That  the  letter  from  general  Mercer,  which  was  re- 
ceived and  read  yeilerday,  wherein  he  recommends  colonel  Hump- 
ton  to  the  command  of  a  regiment  in  the  new  army,  and  captain 
Dawfon  to  a  majority,  be  referred  to  the  council  of  fafety  oi 
Pennfylvania  : 

That  captain  Perfifer  Frazer  be  commiflioned  as  major  of  co], 
Wayne's  battalion  of  the  Pennfylvania  troops,  in  the  room  of  ma- 
jor Houfigger  promoted. 

The  committee  appointed  to  repair  to  the  camp,  having-  exe- 
cuted that  fervice,  and  returned,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was 
read : 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Refolvedi  That  Charles  Startin  be  permitted  to  return  to  Eng- 
land 
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land  vAth.  his  wife  and  familv,  from  any  of  the  United  States  he 
-thinks  proper,  except  New-York. 

The  committee  of  treafury  reported,  that  there  is  due, 

To  Martin  HouAx-an,  for  the  hire  of  his  waggon  and  ferriages, 
with  generals  Prefcot  and  M'Donald's  baggage  to  Newark,  43 
dollars: 

To  George  Campbell,  for  his  own  and  Mr.  Caldwell's  and  Mr. 
Tod's  espences,  as  an  efcort  to  money  from  Philadelphia  to  Al- 
■bany,    189  dollars  and  fixty-feven  ninetieths: 

To  John  Sparhawk,  for  quills,  &c.  for  the  ufe  of  the  treafuryr 
oiSce,  27  dollars  and  eighty -four  ninetieths: 

To  Ludvvick  Kercher,  a  balance  of  3  t 5c  dollars  and  thirty-fix 
ninetieths;  the  whole  of  his  account  amounting  to  8483  dollars  and 
lixty-iix  ninetieths;  of  which  he  has  received  5333  dollars  and 
thirty  ninetieths;  the  balance  is  3150  dollars  and  thirty -fix  nine- 
tieths : 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  board  of  trea- 
fury, on  the  ways  and  means  for  raifmg  a  farther  iiim  of  money  ; 
whereupon, 

Re/c'ived,  That  five  millions  of  continental  dollars  be  immedi^ 
ately  borrowed  for  the  ufe  of  the  United  States,  at  the  annual  in- 
tereil  of  four  per  cent,  per  annum  : 

That  the  faith  of  the  United  States  be  pledged  to  the  lenders  for 
the  payment  of  the  fums  to  be  borrowed,  and  the  inter.eft  ariiing 
thereon,  and  that  certificates  be  given  to  the  lenders  in  the  form 
following,   viz. 

*^   The  United  States  of  America  acknowledge  the  receipt  of — 

dollars  from ,  which  they  promife  to  pay  to  the  faid ,  or 

bearer,  on  the day  of — ,  with  intereft  annually,  at 

the  rate  of  four  per  cent,  per  annum,  agreeable  to  a  refolution  of 
the  United  States,  paffed  the  third  day  of  Oftober,    1776.     Wil- 

nefs  the  hand  of  the  treafurer,  this day  of ,  A.  D. 

Coanterfigned"  by  the  commifiioners  of  one  of  the  loan-offices 
hereafter  mentioned. 

That,  for  the  convenience  of  the  lenders,  a  loan-ofiice  be  efta- 
blifhe.d  in  each  of  the  United  States,  and  a  commiffioncr  to  fuper- 
intend  fuch  office  be  appointed  by  the  faid  ftates  refpedively, 
which  are  to  be  refponfible  for  the  faithful  difcharge  of  their  duty 
in  the  faid  offices : 

That  the  bufinefs  of  the  faid  commlffioners  (hall  be  to  deliver 
certificates  for  all  fuch  fums  of  money,  as  fhall  be  brought  into 
their  refpective  offices  agreeable  to  thefe  refolutions,  which  certifi- 
cates fiiall  be  indented  and  the  checks  kept  in  the  faid  office ^ 

to  keep  books,  in  which  regular  entries  fliall  be  made    of  the  fums 
borrowed  and   the  time  when,  and  the  names  of  the   perfons,  by 

whom  the  faid  fums  were  lent to  tranfmit  to  the  continental 

treafurer 
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treafurer  once  a  month  an  account  of  the  caih  in  their  refpeftive 
offices,  and  to  anfwer  all  draughts  of  the  treafurer  to  the  amount 
of  the  calh,  which  they  fhall  at  any  time  have  in  their  hands,  as  a- 
forefaid  : 

That  the  treafurer  of  the  United  States  fhall  fend  to  the  refpec- 
tive  loan  offices  fuch  a  number  of  certificates  and  of  fuch  denomi- 
nations as  fhall  be  ordered  by  the  commiffioners  of  the  treafury  : 

That  no  certificate  be  iffued  for  a  lefs  fum  than  three  hundred 
dollars  : 

That  the  feveral  fums  of  money  to  be  borrowed  ffiall  be  repaid 
at  the  office,  where  the  fame  was  lent  at  the  expiration  of  three 
years,  and  that — the  annual  intereil  ihall  likewife  be  paid  at  the 
laid  office  : 

That  the  faid  commiffioners  of  the  refpefiive  loan  offices  be  inti- 
tled  to  receive  of  the  United  States,  one  eighth  per  cent,  on  all  mo- 
nies, which  fhall  be  brought  into  their  refpeflive  loan  offices  in  lieu 
of  all  claims  and  demands,  that  they  may  have  for  tranfafting 
the  bufmefs  of  the  faid  office. 

Refohedy  That  the  fecret  committee  be  impowered  to  take  fuch 
meafures  as  they  fhall  judge  neceffary  Ibr  purchafing,  arming:  and 
equipping  a  frigate,  and  two  cutters  in  Europe,  and  to  give  pro- 
per orders  for  the  faid  frigate  making  a  cruize  in  the  Britiili  chan- 
nel againtl  our  enemies,  and  for  the  faid  cutters  to  be  employed  in 
tranfporting  to  thefe  ftates,  fuch  articles,  as  the  faid  committee 
have  been  ordered  to  import. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poflponed  : 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Friday,  OSfober  ^,    i77^* 

A  petition  from  the  officers  and  men  of  the  brig  Andrew  Doria 
was  prefentedj  and  read;  whereupon, 

Re/ohed,  That  the  continental  agents  in  Philadelphia,  be  direc- 
ted with  all  difpatch  to  make  an  e-ftimate  of  the  prizes  taken  by 
the  Andrew  Doria,  and  lay  the  fame  before  the  marine  committee 
for  their  approbation  ;  and  that  the  faid  agents  be  dire6led  to  pay 
to  the  officers  and  men  of  the  Andrew  Coria,  one  half  of  what 
may  be  eilimated  to  be  due  to  them  : 

That  the  faid  agents  be  farther  direfted  to  make  an  eflimate  of 
the  itores  and  prizes  taken  by  the  fleet,  commanded  by  commo- 
dore Hopkins  and  brought  from  Providence,  and  lay  the  fame 
before  the  marine  committee  fr>r  approbation  as  aforefaid,  and 
pay  to  the  officers  and  men  intitled  thereto,  one  half  of  what  may 
be  eftiraated  to  be  due  to  them. 

A  letter  of  the  ad  and  3d  from  general  Wnfiiington,  and  two 
of  the  25th  and  26th  Septembtr  from  general  Schuyler  being  re- 
ceived, were  read. 

Congrefs 
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Congrefs  took  into  confiderati'on  the  report  of  tlie  committee 
fent  to  head-quarters,  and  after  debate  the  farther  confideration 
thereof  was  poilponed. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed  : 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Saturday,  O^loler  5,   1776. 

A  letter  of  the  23d  of  September  from  James  Bowdoin,  with  a 
copy  of  refolutions  pafTed  by  the  general  aflembly  of  Maffachufets- 
Bay  ;  one  of  the  24th  of  the  fame  month  from  the  committee  of 
fafety  of  New-Hampfhire  ;  and  one  of  the  3d  inftant  from  gover- 
nor Livingfton  were  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  letters  from  general  Wafhiny  ton  and  general 
Schuyler  with  the  papers  inclofed,  which  were  read  yeilerday,  be 
referred  to  the  board  of  war  : 

That  the  letter  from  Mr.  Bowdoin  be  referred  to  the  marine 
committee ; 

That  the  letter  from  governor  Livingfton  be  referred  to  ^  com- 
mittee of  three,  and  that  the  faid  committee  be  directed  to  take  in- 
to confideration  the  cafe  of  the  prifoners  in  the  gaol  of  Philadel- 
phia. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Lynch,  Mr.  Rofs,  and  Mr.  Floydi^ 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  of  Jacob  Sheafe  be  referred  to  the 
•:ommiiiioner3  appointed  to  hear  and  determine  upon  the  appeal  a- 
gainflthe  fentence  on  the  libel  againilthe  (hip  Elizabeth  : 

That  R.  Peters,  Efq;  be  impowered  to  profecute  the  faid  ap- 
peal. 

Refolved,  That  the  board  of  war  be  directed  to  fell  to  Jofeph 
Golden  10  lb.  of  powder. 

Refohed,  That  five  months  pay  be  advanced  to  the  officers,  and 
three  months  pay  to  the  men  who  were  taken  prifoners  in  Canada, 
and  fent  to  thefe  United  States  by  general  Carlton. 

Refohed,  That  the  report  of  the  board  of  war  which  was  brought 
in  the  14th  of  September  be  taken  into  confideration  on  Monday 
next 

Ordered,  That  the  board  of  war  at  that  time  lay  before  Con- 
grefs the  papers  relative  to  the  difputc  between  the  court-martial, 
and  brigadier-general  Arnold. 

Refohed,  Tliat  the  continental  agents  be  direfted  to  deliver  to 
the  commiffary  general  for  the  ufc  of  the  army,  all  the  fait  in 
their  hands  belonging  to  the  continent. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed  : 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

^  Monday,  OSloher  7,   1776. 

Refohed,  That  8000  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  committee  of 
Laacafter,  for  the  purpofe^of  defraying  the  expences  of  enclofmg 

the 
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the  barracks  in  that  borrough  with  a  llockade,   and  fupporting  a 
S'uard'  the  laid  committee  to  be  accountable. 

Congrefs  oroceeded  to  the  eleftion  of  a  deputy-mufter-mafter- 
general  for  the  flying  camp,  in  the  room  of  Jon.  13.  Smithy  and 
the  ballots  being  taken, 

William  Davics  was  elected. 

A  letter  of  the  14th  of  September  from  brigadier-general  Moorej 
and  one  frosti  John  Hanfon  dated  St.  Croix,  14th  Auguft  being 
received,  were  read. 

Rejoivedi  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  aflemblies  and  con- 
ventions  of  the  United  States  refpeftively,  to  annex  fuch  penalties 
by  law  to  the  crime  of  counterfeiting  the  certificates  or  notes  of 
the  continental  loaj  office,  as  are  or  ihall  be  annexed  td  the  crime 
of  counterfeiting  the  continental  currency. 

Ordered^  That  the  refolutions  for  borrowing  five  millions  of 
dollars,  together  with  the  above  refolve  be  publifhed,  and  copies 
thereof  fent  to  each  of  the  United  States,  and  that  the  refpeftive 
ftates  be  defired  to  fend  to  the  committee  of  the  continental  treafu* 
ry  the  names  of  the  commiffioners  by  them  appointed  in  confe* 
quence  of  the  faid  refolutions. 

A  petition  from  James  Brov/ne,  a  prifoncr,  w*as  laid  before  Con- 
grefband  read,  praying  for  leave  to  return  to  Ireland,  the  place 
of  his  nativity  : 

Refolvedi  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  granted. 

General  Lee  having  informed  Congrefs  of  his  arrival  in  Phila- 
delphia, and  that  he  waited  their  orders  : 

Ordered^  That  general  Lee  attend  in  Congrefs. 
t     Refolved^  That  a  commiiTary  of  prifoners  of  war  be  Jippointed  ifi 
each  of  the  United  States  : 

That  the  faid  commiflaries  be  direfted  to  make  thonthly  returns 
of  the  ftate  and  condition  of  the  prifoners  liiider  their  refpedive 
care,  to  the  board  of  war  : 

That  the  faid  commiffariea  be  appointed  by  the  refpe6live  ftates. 

Agreeable  to  order,  general  Lee  attended,  and  having  given  an 
account  of  the  ftate  of  affairs  in  the  fouthern  department,  Je  with- 
drew. 

The  fecret  committee  informed  Congrefs  that  they  have  charter- 
ed and  loaded  in  Virginia,  the  Auroira,  late  the  prize  fhip  called 
the  Oxford,  for  account  of  the  continent;  whereupon, 

Rcfolved,  That  the  prefident  write  to  the  governor  and  council 
of  Virginia,  and  requeft  them  to  give  all  the  afiiftance  in  their 
power,  in  manning  and  difpatching  the  faid  fhip. 

Refolvedy  That  Matthias  Hite  a  firfli  lieutenant  of  the  eighth 
Virginia  battalion,  have  a  continental  commifiion  in  lieu  of  that 
which  he  received  from  the  com.mittee  of  fafcty  of  that  ftate,  and 
that  his  commifiion  bear  date  the  19th  of  February  laft. 
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Uefolved,  That  general  Lee  be  direded  to  repair  to  the  camp  at 
Haerlem,  with  leave,  if  he  thinks  proper,  to  vifit  the  pofts  inNew- 

Jerfey. 

The  committee  appointed  to  take  into  confideration  the  applica- 
tion from,  the  prendent  of  South-Carolina,  in  behalf  of  general 
Lee,  reported  : 

,.  That  this  Congrefs  having  a  juft  opinion  of  the  abilities  of  ge- 
neral Lee,  applied  to  him  to  accept  a  command  in  their  fervice, 
which  he  readily  agreed  to,  provided  the  Congrefs  would  indem- 
nify him  ag-ainfl  any  lofs,  which  he  might  fuitain  in  confequence 
thereof,  he  having  at  that  time  a  confiderable  fum  of  money  due  to 
him  by  perfons  in  the  kingdom  of  Great- Britain,  which  he  was 
refolved  to  draw  from  thence  as  foon  as  pofiible.  That  the  Con- 
grefs unanimoufly  concurred  in  his  propofal :  That  he  according- 
ly entered  into  their  fervice  ;  that  he  has  fmce  drav^^n  bills  upon  his 
agent  in  England,  which  bills  have  been  returned  protefted.  That 
S^eneral  Lee  having  purchafed  an  eftate  in  Virginia,  the  purchafc 
money  for  which  has  been  long  due,  is  likely  to  fuftain  by  means 
of  the  protefted  bills  many  injuries,  unlefs  this  houfe  prevent  the 
fame  by  an  advance  of  thirty  thoufand  dollars  ;"  whereupon, 

Refohedy  That  the  fum  of  30,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  gene- 
ral Lee,  upon  his  giving  bond  to  the  treafurer  to  account  for  the 
fame,  and  taking  fuch  fteps,  in  conjunction  with  Robert  Morris, 
Efq;  on  behalf  of  the  Congrefs,  as  will  fecure  the  moft  effedlual 
transfer  of  his  efcate  in  England,  to  reimburfe  the  Congrefs  for  the 
advance  now  made  to  him. 

Orderedi  That  the  committee,  who  brought  in  the  foregoiDg  re- 
port', prepare  a  fuitable  bond. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  board  of  war 
of  the  4th  inftant ;  whereupon, 

R.efohed,  That  Monfr.  Pierre  Francois  de  Bois  be  commiffioned 
as  a  major  by  brevet,  and  fent  to  general  Mercer,  to  be  employe4 
in  fuch  way  as  he  fhall  think  proper  : 

That  Mr.  Bartholomev*'  Van  Heer's  account  be  referred  to  the 
board  of  treafury. 

The  committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  caufes  of  the  mif- 
carriasjes  in  Canada,  brought  in  a  report: 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  committee 
on  the  letters  from  general  Vv^afhington  of  the  24th  and  25th  of 
September;  whereupon, 

Refolved y  That  as  a  farther  encouragement  for  gentlemen  of  abi- 
lities, to  .engaf>-e  as  commifTion  officers  in  the  battalions  to  be 
furniflied  by  the  feveral  flates  to  ferve  during  the  war,  their 
iTionthly  pay  be  encreaA  d,  as  follows  : 

A  colonel,  75   dollars. 

Lieutenant- colonel,     60 

A  major, 
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A  major,  50  dollars- 

Captain,  40 

Lieutenant,  27 

iLnlign,  20 

Qn.arter-Ma{ler,  27  and  a  lialf. 

Adjutant,  40  dollars. 

'  Rcfohedt  That  the  farther  confideration  of  the  report  be  poft- 
poned. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poilponed  : 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Tuesday,  October  8,   1776. 

Two  letters  of  the  4th  and  5th  from  general  Wafilington  with 
fundry  papers  inclofed  ;  one  of  the  4th  from  the  convention  of 
New-York;  one  of  the  27th  of  September  from  the  council  of 
MafTachufets-Bay  ;  one  of  the  2d  inftant  from  John  Livingfton  ; 
and  one  from  John  Heyleger  dated  St.  Croix,  4th  of  September, 
were  read  : 

Ordered^  That  the  letter  from  John  Heyleger  be  referred  to  the 
board  of  war  ;  that  the  letter  from  John  Livingfton  be  referred  to 
the  fecret  committee,  who  are  directed  to  fend  to  Mr.  Living- 
ilon's  mill  the  10  tons  of  fait  petre  fentlall  winter  to  Maiiachufets= 
Bay. 

Three  petitions  from  fundry  prifoners  were  read,  and  referred 
to  the  committee  on  the  ftate  of  the  prifoners. 

Refolvedt  That  a  member  be  added  to  the  faid  coniraittee. 

The  member  chofen,  Mr.  Rufh. 

Whereas  it  Is  neceflary  that  the  moft  fpeedy  and  elTeftual  mea- 
fares  be  taken  for  ralfing  the  new  army, 

Refolvedy  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  affemblies,  conven- 
tions, and  councils  of  fafety  of  the  feveral  flates,  which  have  any 
regiments  now  in  the  continental  fervice,  either  at  New-York, 
Ticonderoga,  or  New-Jerfey,  that  they  forthwith  appoint  com- 
mittees to  proceed  to  thofe  places  with  full  powers  to  appoint  all 
the  officers  of  the  regiments  to  be  raifed  by  their  ftates  under  the 
new  eftabiiihment,  that  fuch  officers  may  proceed  immediately  to 
inlift  fuch  men  as  are  now  in  the  fervice,  and  incline  to  reinlilt 
during  the  war,  and  that  fuch  committees  be  inilrudted  to  advife 
with  the  general  officers,  and  promote  fuch  officers,  as  have  dif- 
tinguifhed  themfelves  for  their  abilities,  adivity  and  vigilance  In 
the  fervice,  and  efpecially  for  their  attention  to  military  difcipllne: 

That  the  faid  committees  be  alfo  inftrufted  not  to  appoint  any 
officer,  who  has  left,  or  (hall  leave  his  ilation  in  the  army,  and  Is 
p.bfent  without  leave  from  the  general  or  fome  other  officer  havlno 
authority  to  grant  the  fame. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  above  refolutlons  be  fent  to  each  of 
the  United  States. 

Congrefs 
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Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  reports  of  the  com" 
mittee  on  the  general's  letters,  and  of  that  which  went  to  the 
camp;  whereupon, 

Refohcdy  That  for  the  farther  encouragement  of  the  non-com-' 
mifiioned  officers  and  foldiers,  who  fhall  engage  in  the  fervice, 
during  the  war,  a  fuit  of  cioaths  be  annually  given  each  of  the 
faid  officers  and  foldiers,  to  confift,  for  the  preient  year,  of  two 
Jinen  hunting  fliirts,  two  pair  of  overalls,  a  leathern  or  woollen 
waiflcoat  with  fleeves,  one  pair  of  breeches,  a  hat  or  leathern  cap, 
two  fhirts,  two  pair  of  hofe  and  two  pair  of  flioes,  amounting  m 
the  whole  to  the  value  of  twenty  dollars,  or  that  fum  to  be  paid  to 
each  foldier,  who  fhall  procure  thofe  articles  for  himfelf,  and  pro- 
duoe  a  certificate  thereof,  from  the  captain  of  the  company  to 
which  he  belongs  to  the  pay-mafler  of  the  regiment. 

Refohed,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  alTemblies  and  con- 
ventioris  of  the  refpeclive  ftates  from  Virginia  to  New-Hampfhire 
jnclufively,  to  take  the  moft  efiPedlual  meafures  for  compleating,  by 
the  I  oth  of  November,  their  proportions  of  the  levies  to  be  raifed 
durinq;  the  war.  - 

As  the  army  has  greatly  fuffered  through  the  defeft  of  fome  of 
its  regimental  officers, 

Refohed,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  afTemblie?  and  conven- 
tions of  the  refpedive  flates,  to  ufe  their  utmofl  endeavours,  that 
all  the  officers  to  be  hereafter  appointed,  be  men  of  honour  and 
known  abilities,  without  a  particular  regard  to  their  having  befor? 
been  in  feryice. 

Refolvedy  That  the  farther  confideration  of  th?  reports  be  pofl- 
poned  till  to-morrow. 

The  fecret  committee  haying  informed  Congrefs,  that  a  vefiel 
was  arrived  with  fundry  articles  by  them  imported,  on  account  of 
the  continent : 

Ord?redy  That  the  faid  committee  deliver  to  the  board  of  war 
fuch  articles  as  are  fuitable  for  the  army,  and  to  the  marine  com-f 
mittee  fuch  as  are  for  the  navy,  and  to  Mr.  J.  Meafe  fuch  as  are 
for  cloathing,  to  be  made  up  for  the  foldiers. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poflponcd : 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Wepkesday,  O^ioher  9,   1776. 

Two  letters  of  the  3d  from  general  Schuyler,  with  fundry  pa» 
pcrs  inclofed,  were  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read: 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war,  and  that 
the  letters  heretofore  received  from  general  Wafhington,  general 
3chuvler,and  the  other  general  officers,  be  lodged  in  the  war-office. 

Refilved,  That  two  months  pay  be  advanced  to  major  Pierre 
l^rapcois  de  Bois;  he  to  be  accountable. 

A  petition  from  Jean  Baccarere  and  his  partner  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  marine  committee.  Applicatioq 
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Application  being  made  in  behalf  of  captain  DirkvS,  late  from 
Surrinam,  to  be  taken  into  the  fervice  of  the  continent,  as  an 
engineer ; 

Rejolvedy  That  he  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  the  for.n  of  a  bond  to  be 
given  by  general  Lee,  for  the  30,000  dollars  advanced  to  him, 
Drought  in  a  draught,  which  was  read  and  agreed  to. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee, who  went  to  the  camp;  whereupon, 

Refohedy  That  no  regimental  hofpitals  be  for  the  future  allowed 
jn  the  neighbourhood  of  the  general  hofpital: 

That  John  Morgan,  Efq;  provide  and  fuperintend  a  hofpital  at 
a  proper  diftance  from  the  camp,  for  the  army  polled  on  the  eail 
fide  of  Hudfon's  river: 

That  William  Shippen,  jun.  Efq;  prpvide  and  fuperintend  a 
hofpital  for  the  army,  in  the  ftate  of  New-Jerfey : 

That  each  of  the  hofpitals  be  fupplied  by  the  refpedlive  direc- 
tors, with  fuch  a  number  of  furgeons,  apothecaries,  furgeons 
mates  and  other  afliftants,  and  alfo  fuch  quantities  of  medicines, 
bedding,  and  other  neceffaries,  as  they  fhall  judge  expedient: 

That  they  make  weekly  returns  to  Congrefs  and  the  commander 
in  chief,  of  the  officers  and  afiiitants  of  each  denomination,  and 
alfo  the  numbers  of  fick  and  deceafed  in  their  refpeftive  hofpfitals; 

That  the  regimental  furgeons  be  directed  to  fend  to  the  general 
hofpitals  fuch  officers  and  foldlers  of  their  refpedlive  regiments,  as 
being  confined  by  wounds  or  other  diforders,  fhall  require  nurfes 
or  conftant  attendance,  and  from  time  to  time  to  apply  to  the 
quarter-mafter  general,  or  his  deputy,  for  convenient  waggons 
for  this  purpofe;  alfo,  that  they  apply  to  the  diredlors  in  their 
refpecllve  departments,  for  medicines  and  other  neceffaries  : 

That  t\t  wages  of  nurfes  be  augmented  to  one  dollar  a  week: 

That  the  commanding  officer  of  each  regiment  be  directed  once 
a  vireek  to  fend  a  commiffioned  officer  to  vifit  the  fick  of  his  re- 
fpeftive  regiment  in  the  general  hofpital,  and  report  their  flate  to 
him : 

That  a  commifTary  of  cloathing  be  appointed  for  each  of  the 
armies  of  the  United  States,  whofe  duty  (hall  be  to  make  conllaiit 
returns  to  the  affemblies  or  conventions  of  the  refpedive  ftates,  of 
the  cloathing  wanted  for  their  feveral  regiments,  to  receive  and 
pay  for  the  fame,  to  deliver  it  to  the  pay-mafters  of  the  refpeftive 
regiments,  to  be  by  them  diftributed  to  the  non  commiffioned  of- 
ficers and  foldiers,  and  deduced  from  their  wages  refpedively, 
unlefs  allowed  as  a  bounty  by  order  of  Congrefs  : 

That  the  commlflary  general  be  impowered  to. appoint  as  many 
condudors  for  the  commifTary  of  llores,  and  affillants  to  the  com- 
mifTary of  cloathing,  as  he  Hiall  from  time  to  time  judge  necefTary, 
^jpid  report  their  names  to  Congrefs : 

Thai 
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That  there  be  a  deputy  commliTary  of  ilores  for  the  army  at 
New-York,  with  the  pay  of  thirty  dollars  a  month. 

Refohed,  That  the  farther  confideration  of  the  report  be  poft- 
poned  'till  to-morrow. 

Ordered^  That  the  board  of  war  fend  300  lb.  of  powder  to  col. 
Mark  Bird,  to  prove  the  cannon  he  has  made  for  the  United  States- 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed; 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Thursday,  Ofioler  10,   1776. 

A  petition  from  captain  Daniel  Morgan  and  one  from  captain 
Smith,  lieutenant  Steel,  and  lieutenant  Nichols,  late  returned  from 
Canada,  were  read : 

Ordered^  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury,  who 
are  directed  to  liquidate  and  ft-ttle  the  accounts  inclofed  in  the  faid 
petitions,  and  to  pay  or  allow  for  fuch  arms  as  were  loft  or  taken 
by  the  enemy  in  the  affault  on  Quebec. 

A  petition  from  Frederick  Seegar  was  read,  praying  for  leave 
to  rcfign  his  ofiice  of  quarter-mafter  to  the  German  battalion : 

Rejolved^  That  leave  be  granted. 

A  petition  from  John  Melchior  Neff,  and  one  from  Paul  Fooks, 
were  read  and  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

The  marine  committee  having  recommended  captain  Abraham 
Whipple,  of  the  fliip  Columbus,  to  the  command  of  the  Provi* 
dence  frigate  at  Rhode- Ifland : 

Refolved,  That  he  be  promoted  accordingly. 

The  committee  farther  reported,  that  they  have  had  under  con- 
fideration the  rank  of  the  captains  of  the  navy,  and  agreed  to  a 
report,  which  was  read;  whereupon, 

Refohed^  That  the  rank  of  the  captains  be  as  follows: 

1.  James  Nicholfon,  of  the  Virginia,   of     28  gunst 

2.  Jolin  Manly,  — 

3.  Hedor  M'Neil,       — 

4.  Dudley  Saltonftall, 
^.  Nicholas  Biddle,       — 

6.  Thomas  Thompfon, 

7.  John  Barry,  — 

8.  Thomas  Reed,         — 
f}*  Thomas  Grennall,     — 

10.  Charles  Alexander, 

11.  Lambert  Wickes,      — 

12.  Abraham  V/hipple, 

13.  John  Hopkins,        — - 

14.  John  Hodge,  — 

15.  William  Hallock,      — 

16.  Hoyfted  Harker,     — 

17.  Ifaiah  Robinfon,       — -  .    . 

48.  John 


Hancock, 

32 

Bofton, 

24 

Trumbull, 

28 

Randolph, 

32 

Raleigh, 

32 

Ef^ngham, 

28 

AValhington, 

33 

Congrefs, 

2g 

Delaware, 

24 

Reprifal, 

16 

Providence, 

28 

Warren, 

32 

Montgomery, 

24 

Lexington, 

16 

Hamdcn, 

Andrew  Doria 
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18.  John  Paul  Jones,  of  the  Providence,  of  12  guns, 

19.  James  Jofiah,         — - 

20.  Elifha  Hinman,       — -       Alfred,  28 

21.  Jofeph  Olney,        —         Cabot,  i6 
23.  James  Roblnfon,       —     Sachem,  10 

23.  John  Young,         —  Independance,  10 

24.  EHflia  Warner,      • —  Fly, 
JLieutenant  Baldwin,  Vv^afp,  8 
Lieutenant  Albertfon,  Mufquito,            4 

Refolved,  That  the  marine  c©mmittee  be  impowered  to  fettle  the 
rank  of  the  lieutenants  of  the  navy. 

Refohedy  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  prepare 
the  form  of  an  oath  to  be  taken  by  the  officers  of  the  army  and 
navy : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Wythe,  Mr.  Stone,  and  Mr.  Paine, 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into 
confideration ;  whereupon, 

Rejolved^  That  general  Schuyler  be  direfted  to  take  fach  Heps  as 
are  neceffary  for  procuring  a  fufRcic nt  number  of  as  large  veffels  as 
the  navigation  of  the  lakes  will  admit  of,  for  the  fcrvice  of  the 
iistes  the  next  campaign,  that  the  command  of  the  lakes  may  be 
cffedlually  fecured  : 

That  William  Patten  be  appof'ated  third  lieutenant  in  coloryel 
Hand's  regiment,  in  the  place  of  lieutenant  Clark  refigjned: 

That  the  regimental  pay-mafters,  in  the  army  of  the  United 
States,  have  the  rank  of  nrd  lieutenants,  and  receive  rations  as 
captains : 

That  general  Wafliington  be  direded  to  negociate  with  (2;eneral 
Plou'e  an  exchange  of  the  officers  returned  from  Canada,  and  that 
they  have  a  preference  to  thofe  taken  on  Nev/-York  ifland  and 
L.ong-Illand : 

That  general  Wafhington  be  direfted,  ii  he  ihall  judge  it  ne- 
ceffary, to  hnk  the  new  fl'iips  mentioned  in  his  letter  of  the  eta 
in  ft  ant. 

Refohedy  That  the  farther  confideration  of  the  report  be  pofi-* 
poned. 

The  committee,  to  whom  w^as  referred  the  cafe  of  William 
Faulkner,  brought  in  a  report,  vi-hich  was  taken  into  considera- 
tion; whereupon, 

Refohedy  That  William  Faulkner,  a  prifoner  confined  at  Read- 
ing, be  permitted  to  return  to  his  family  in  Tryon  county,  upon 
giving  his  parole. 

The  committee  appointed  to  devife  a  plan  for  providing  carriaj^cs,, 
&c.  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  confideration* 
wh'ireup.on, 

R.cfolved,  That  the  quarter-mafters  in  every  department  l)e  or- 
dered to  avoid  preffing  horfes  and  carriages  as  much  af>  poiTible ; 

and 
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and  when  it  is  neceflary,  that  they  be  dire6led  to  go  to  the  country 
honfes  for  that  purpofe,  and  difcharge,  as  foon  as  the  fervice  will 
admit,  fuch  hories  and  carriages  fo  imprefled;  and  that  no  vio- 
lence whatever  be  done  to  any  perfons,  their  horfes  or  carriages, 
who  go  to  the  camp  of  their  own  accord,  to  fell  provifions,  or 
other  neceifaries  of  any  kind. 

On  application  from  the  council  of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania  wai 
laid  before  Consrrefs  and  read,  defirin?r  that  a  committee  of  Con- 
grefs  may  be  appointed  to  confer  with  a  committee  of  their  body, 
on  the  expediency  of  having  troops  ftationed  near  the  city  of  Phi- 
ladelphia, for  the  defence  of  Pennfylvania. 

Orderedy  That  the  board  of  war  confer  with  the  committee  of 
the  council  of  fafety,  on  the  fubje^t  propofed. 

A  petition  from  William  Mackay  was  read,  praying  for  leave 
to  return  home: 

Ordered^  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  granted. 

RefrJved,  That  the  following  promotions  and  appointments  be 
made  in  the  Virginia  battalions,  viz. 

William  Crawford,  colonel  of  the  7th ;  commiffion  to  be  dated 
the  14th  of  Auguft  : 

Jofiah  Parker,  lieutenant  colonel  of  the  5th;  commiffion  to  be 
dated  the  13th  of  Auguft: 

Thomas  Elliott,  colonel  of  the  4th;  commiffion  to  be  dated  the 
3d  of  September: 

James  Hendricks,  lieutenant  colonel  of  the  6th;  commiffion  to 
be  dated  the  13th  of  Auguft: 

John  Markham,  major  of  the  2d;  commiffion  to  be  dated  the 
13th  of  Auguft: 

John  Seayres,  major  of  the  4th ;  commiffion  to  be  dated  the 
13th  of  Auguft: 

Georgje  Johnfton,  major  of  the  5th;  commiffion  to  be  dated  the 
13th  of  Auguft : 

Richard  Parker,  jun.  major  of  the  6th ;  commiffion  to  be  dated 
the  1 3th  of  Auguft : 

William  Taliaferro,  major  of  the  3d;  commiffion  to  be  dated 
the  13th  of  Auguft: 

John  Taylor,  captain  in  the  ift: 

John  Chilton,  captain  in  the  3d;  "J  commiffions  to  be 

John  Blackwcll,  firft  lieutenant  in  do.  C     dated  the  29th 

Jofeph  Blackw^ell,  fecond  lieutenant  in  do.  j      of  April: 

John  Afhby,  captain  in  the  3d;'^ 

William  Neilfon,  firft  lieutenant;^  commiffions  to  be  dated  the 

Iftiam  Keith,         2d    do.  T    i8th  of  March: 

Natlianiel  Aftiby,  enfign  in  do.  J 

Charles  Rend,  an  enfign,  in  the  room  of  Robert  Dade. 

liefolvedy  That  commilfions  be  made  out  to  all  the  officers  of  the 
regiments  in  the  fervice  of  the  United  States,  who  have  been  ap- 
pointed 
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j>oInted  in  the  places  of  others  refigning  and  promoted,  and  bear 
dates  the  days  on  which  the  rehgnations  and  promotions  were  re- 
fpettively  made. 

A  memorial  from  George  Meafam  was  prefentcd  to  Congrefs 
and  read: 

Ordered  to  h*e  on  the  table. 

Refohed^  That  three  members  be  added  to  the  Committee  of 
cloathing,  in  the  room  of  thofe  who  are  abfent : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Witherfpoon,  Mr.  Stone  and  Mr. 
Penn. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  board  of  war 
of  the  f9th  of  September;  whereupon, 

Refolved^  That  the  inhabitants  of  Canada,  captivated  by  the 
United  States,  and  not  taken  in. arms,  be  releafed  and  fent  home, 
except  St.  Luke  La  Corne  and  Monf.  Rouville,  the  elder,  upon 
this  condition,  that  they  fign  a  parole  not  to  take  up  arms  againft 
the  United  States,  nor  give  intelligence  to  the  enemies  of  thefe 
Hates  : 

That  a  regifter  be  kept  of  their  names. 

Ordered^  That  the  board  of  war  deliver  gunpowder  for  proving 
cannon  made  for  the  United  States,  upon  application  to  them  for 
that  purpofe. 

The  committee  of  treafury  reported,  that  there  is  due, 

To  Jofeph  Donaldfon,  for  fupplies  to  recruits  to  general  Lee's 
guard,  and  provlfions  to  captain  Grier's  company,  and  a  guard 
>vith  powder  to  Virginia,   20  dollars  and  fixty-ninetieths: 

To  William  Faulkner,  a  prifoner  fent  by  general  Schuyler  to 
Reading,  for  his  allowance  from  the  9th  of  April  to  the  7th  of 
Oftober  inclufive,  26  weeks,  at  2  dollars,   52  dollars: 

To  captain  Hazlewood,  captain  Greenway  and  Mr.  Bedford, 
a  balance  of  267  dollars  and  ten  ninetieths,  their  whole  account  of 
charge  for  preparing  fix  fail  of  fire-fliips  at  New-York,  and  their 
expences  going  to,  in  and  coming  from  New- York  to  Philadelphia, 
being  392  dollars  and  ten  ninetieths;  of  which  they  have  received 
from  S.  Moylan,  Efq;  quarter-mafter  general,  125  dollars;  the 
remainder  is  267  dollars  and  ten  ninetieths: 

Ordered^  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

Refolvedy  That  to-morrow  be  afligned  for  appointing  the  com- 
miflaries  of  cloathing  and  deputy  commtiKiry  of  ftores. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed: 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Friday,  O^oher  11,   1776. 

Two  letters  of  the  7th  and  8th  from  general  WafhingtoD,  with 
fundry  papers  inclofed,  were  read  ;  whereupon, 

Refohedf  That  the  releafe  of  Monf.  de  Chambault,  as  propofed 
by  general  Wufhingtoii,  on  the  requeft  of  thef^  count  D'Emery, 

Vol.  n.  F  3  governor 


410  J  o  u  r.  N  A  L  s   01-   Congress. 

governor  general  of  the  French  port  of  St.  Domingo,  be  agreed 
to: 

That  the  general's  letters  with  the  papers  inclofed  be  referred 
to  the  board  of  war. 

Rejohedy  That  general  Wafhington  be  defired,  if  it  be  pradli* 
cable,  by  every  art  and  whatever  expence  to  obilrutl:  efiecluaily 
the  navigation  of  the  North  rivers  between  fort  Wafhington  and 
mount  Conftitution,  as  well  to  prevent  the  regrefs  of  the  enemies 
frie;at:es  lately  gone  up,  as  to  hinder  them  from  receiving  fuccours. 

The  fecret  committee  informed  Congrefs  that  a  veffel  was  arrived 
at  Rhode-lfland,  with  fundry  articles  imported  by  their  order, 
for  account  of  the  United  States. 

Ordered,  That  the  fecret  committee  report  in  what  manner  the 
faid  goods  ought  in  their  opinion  to  be  difpofed  of. 

Rejlhedy  That  Mr.  S-.  Collins  be  requefted  to  order  the  tents  fit 
for  ufe,  which  belonged  to  William  Barrel  lately  deceafed,  to  be 
delivered  to  J.  Meafe  for  the  army,  and  that  the  amount  thereof, 
be  paid  by  Mr.  Meafe  on  application  of  Mr.  Collins,  or  oth^r 
perfon  properly  authorifed  for  that  purpofe. 

Ordered^  That  the  marine  committee  deliver  over  to  the  direc- 
tion of  the  committee  of  fecret  correfpondence,  two  of  the  conti- 
nental cruifers  now  ready  for  lea,  to  perform  fuch  voyages  as  they 
fhall  think  neceffary  for  the  fervice  of  the  ftates  : 
.  That  the  marine  committee  give  orders  to  the  remainder  of  the 
continental  cruifers  now  in  the  port  of  Philadelphia,  and  ready  for 
fea,  to  proceed  on  fuch  voyages,  or  perform  fuch  immediate  fer- 
vlces  as  the  fecret  committee  Ihall  diredl,  in  writing  addreffed  to 
the  commanders  thereof. 

Refolvc'dy  That  three  members  be  added  to  the  committee  of  fe- 
cret correfpondence. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  Mr.  Witherfpoon,  and 
Mr.  Hooper. 

The  marine  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  account  of 
captain  Martindale,.  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  Into 
confideration  ;  whereupon, 

Refohedy  That  there  be  paid  to  captain  Slon  Martindale  the- 
fum  of  144  dollars  and  eighteen  ninetieths.  In  full  of  expences  and 
difburfements  on  the  brig  Wafhington,  and  other  expences  from 
Halifax  to  Cafco-Bay. 

The  committee  of  treafury  reported  that  Edward  Snikers  ojF 
VIro-inia,  produced  an  account  of  rifles  and  other  articles,  furnifli- 
ed  for  the  ufe  of  colonel  Stevenfon's  battalion,  amounting  to 
/  347 :  4 :  o,  Virginia  currency,  of  which  captain  Abraham 
Sheppard  is  to  account  for  /  67  :  15:0,  and  the  remainder  beln^' 
/  279:  9:  o,  to  be  charged  to  the  faid  battalion  ;  that  the  faid 
Snikers  give  credit  for  /  64;  16:  o,  money  aforefaid,.  received 
from  colonel  Steveufon  the  ballance  due  to  the  faid  Snikers,  being 
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£  282.:   S  :  o,  equci!  to  941   dollars  and   thirty  ninetletlis,  to  be 
paid  to  Thomas  Rutherford  : 

That  William  Brady  of  colonel  Stevenfon's  battalion,  drew  an 
order  on  colonel  Valentine  Crawford,  one  of  the  executors  of  the 
late  colonel  Stcvenfon,  for  the  ufe  of  the  faid  battalion,  for  the 
fum  of  150  dollars,  which  order  was  paid  by  the  faid  V.  Craw- 
ford, and  that  he  ought  to  be  reimburfed  the  fame,  which  is  to  be 
charged  to  the  faid  Brady  : 

That  they  have  had  under  confideration  the  accounts  of  captain 
Daniel  Morgan,  amounting  with  his  own  and  three  lieutenants 
pay,  the  lofs  of  rifles  when  he  was  taken  at  t3i£  ftorm  of  Qiiebec, 
expenees  of  repruiting  his  company,  repairing  guns  which  he  is 
charged  with  and  ought  to  be  allowed,  in  the  whole  to  1389  dol- 
lars and  eighty  ninetieths  : 

That  the  faid  Morg-an  credits  the  feveral  charges  againft  him  in 
the  Gontmental  books,  amounting  to  1614  dollars  and  eighth  and 
a  half  ninetieths ;  by  which  there  appears  to  be  a  ballance  due  to 
the  public  of  224  dollars  and  eighteen  ai)d  a  half  ninetieths  ; 

Ordered^  That  the  faid  acciounts  be  paid  and  credited,  agreea- 
ble to  the  faid  report. 

A  petition  from  Wiiilam  Jenkhis  was  read  and  referred  to  the 
board  of  treafury, 

Refohed,  That  general  Wafhington  be  impowered  to  appoint  a 
deputy  commiffary  of  ftores  for  the  army  near  New- York. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  the  form  of  an  oath,  to  be 
taken  by  the  officers  of  the  army  and  navy,  brought  in  the  fame, 
which  was  read. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table, 

Refolvedy  That  a  member  be  added  tp  the  marine  committee,  in 
the  room  of  Mr.  Hopkins: 

The  member  chofen,  Mr.  Ellery, 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed  r 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

Monday,  Ocioher  14,    1776. 

A  letter  of  the  12th  from  general  Lee;  one  of  the  loth  from 
general  Mercer;  one  of  the  30th  September  from  general  Gates; 
one  of  the  jft  Inilant  from  Jof.  Trumbull,  advlfmg  that  he  has 
drawn  on  the  prefident  in  favour  of  Thos.  Lowry,  for  60,000 
dollars;  and  one  of  the  7th  from  general  Wafhington  incloling  a 
letter  from  Dr.  Morgan,  were  read. 

Ordered^  That  the  letters  from  generals  Lee  and  Mercer,  be  re- 
ferred to  the  board  of  war  : 

That  the  letter  from  Dr.  Morgan  be  referred  to  the  medical 
committee. 

A  petition  from  Francis  Mentges  was  read  and  referred  to  the 
board  of  >yar, 

The 


41^  JouRNAL,s  OF  Congress^ 

The  board  of  war  to  whom  were -referred  the  letters  from  gene- 
ral Wafhington  of  the  7th  and  8th  inftant,  brought  ip  a  report, 
which  was  taken  into  confideration  ;  whereupon, 

Refolvedy  That  general  Waihington  be  informed  the  Congrefs 
approve  of  his  appointing  P.  penett  his  aid  de  camp  by  brevet, 
and  that  a  commiilion  of  aid  de  camp  be  accordingly  tranffpitted 
to  him  : 

That  the  feveral  flates  in  which  prifoners  have  been  lodged,  be 
deiired  to  furnifh  Congrefs  with  an  account  of  fuch  expences  as 
have  been  incurred  by  the  faid  Hates,  refpeftiyely  on  account  of 
the  faid  prifoners  : 

That  the  fum  of  five  hundred  thoufand  dollars  be  immediately 
fent  to  the  paymafter-general,  that  he  may  be  enabled  to  pay  the 
bounty  to  fuch  of  the  troops  as  iliall  reinliil,  to  ferve  during  the 
y^ar. 

Refolvedy  That  the  farther  confideration  of  the  report  be  poft- 
poned. 

The  committee  appointed  to  hear  and  determine  upon  the  ap? 
peal  brought  againft  the  fentence  pafiTed  on  the  libel  Joihua  Went- 
worth,  V.  the  (hip  Elizabeth,  reports  as  follows: 

"  Jofnua  Wentworth,  Efq;  for  and  in  behalf  as  well  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  as  of  John  Manly,  Daniel  Waters  and 
John  Ayres,  commanders;  and  the  officers,  marines  and  mariners, 
of  the  three  armed  velTels  Hancock^  Lee  and  Lynch  in  the  fcrvice  of 
the  faid  ftates,  having  exhibited  a  libel  before  Jofhua  Brackett, 
Efq;  judge  of  the  court  maritime  of  the  ftate  of  Nevv-Hampdiire, 
againft  the  brigantine  Elizabeth,  commanded  by  Peter  Ramfay, 
and  her  cargo,  and  Richard  Hart  of  Fortfmouth  in  New-Hampihire, 
owner  of  the  faid  brigantine,  and  William  Jackfon  and  others  of 
Bofton  in  the  ftate  of  Mafiachufets-Bay,  owners  of  iundry  goods 
and  merchandize  on  board  of  her,  having  put  in  their  feveral 
claims  thereto,  and  the  faid  judge  of  the  coiirt  aforefaid,  having 
on  the  21  ft  day  of  Auguft,  m  the  year  of  our  Lord  1776,  de- 
creed and  ordered  the  faid  brigantine,  and  fo  much  of  her  cargo  as 
was  claimed  to  be  reftored  to  the  refpedlive  claimants,  and  that  the 
claimants  recover  their  legal  cofts  of  court,  from  which  decree  and 
fentence  the  faid  Joftiua  Wentworth  appealed  to  Congrefs. 

The  committee  of  Congrefs  to  whom  it  was  referred  to  hear  and 
determine  the  faid  appeal,  have  diligently  infpedled  the^proceed- 
ings  and  heard  the  parties  by  their  counfels,  and  it  appearing  that 
on  the  ift  day  of  October,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1775*  general 
Gage,  commander  in  chief  of  the  Britlfti  forces  then  in  Bofton  in 
the  ftate  of  MafTachufets  Bay,  by  his  commilTion  to  Crean  Brufh, 
Efq;  direfted  him  to  receive  into  his  care  all  fuch  goods,  chattels, 
and  effedls  of  the  inhabitants  of  that  town,  fomeofvvhom  had  de- 
parted from  it,  as  might  be  voluntarily  delivered  into  his  charge 
py  the  owners  or  by  other  perfons  vyith  whom  they  were  left  ^I'v- 
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ing  his  receipt  for  them,  and  to  deliver  them  to  the  ov/ners,  v/hen  he 
ihould  be  required  ;  that  on  the  loth  day  of  March  then  following, 
general  Howe,  who  had  fucceeded  general  Gage  in  the  conimand 
of  the  BritiHi  forces  by  his  commifTion  to  the  faid  Crean  Brulh, 
reciting  that  as  he  was  informed  there  were  larcre  quantities  of 
goods  in  Bofton,  which  if  in  the  poiTeffion  of  the  rebels  (as  he 
termed  the  Americans)  might  enable  them  to  carry  on  war,  and 
that  hf  had  given  notice  to  all  loyal  inhabitants  to  remove  fuch 
jTQods  from  thence,  and  that  thofe  who  would  nor  remove  them  or 
deliver  them  to  the  care  of  the  faid  Crean  Bruih,  would  be  confi- 
dered  as  abettors  of  rebels,  required  him  to  take  into  his  poiTeirion 
all  fuch  goods  as  anfwered  that  defcription,  and  give  certificates  to 
the  owners  that  he  had  received  them  for  their  ufe,  and  would  deliv- 
er them  to  the  owners,  unavoidable  accidents  excepted,  and  to  feize 
any  fuch  goods,  as  upon  inquiry  ihould  be  found  fecreted  or  left  lii 
itores,  and  put  them  on  board  of  the  Minerva  fliip,  or  brigantins 
Elizabeth.  That  thereupon  the  faid  Crean  Brufh,  afiiiled  by  o- 
ther  perfons,  took  into  his  pofieffion  the  goods  of  the  claimants  a- 
mongil  others,  and  put  them  into  the  faid  brigantine  Elizabeth 
and  other  veffels  in  the  harbour  of  Bofton,  without  the  knowledge 
of  fpme  of  the  owners,  and  without  the  confent  of  all  the  others, 
unlefs  it  be  William  Jackfon  and  James  Jackfon,  of  whofe  confent 
however  there  are  no  other  proofs  than  that  one  of  them  went 
with  his  goods  and  watched  there  on  the  wharf  from  whence  they 
were  fliipped,  aad  that  the  other  was  a  paffenger  in  the  faid  bri- 
gantine Elizabeth  in  her  voyage  towards  Halifax.  That  the  faid 
Crean  Bruih,  by  certificates  under  his  hands,  acknowledged  feve- 
ral  parcels  of  the  goods  to  be  in  his  cuftody,  and  engaged  to  pre- 
ferve  them  fafely,  to  makeup  exadt  invoices  thereof,  and  with  the 
approbation  of  the  commander  in  chief,  to  return  them  to  the  own- 
ers. That  on  the  29th  day  of  March  afterwards,  the  faid  Peter 
Ramfay,  by  orders  from  admiral  Shuldham  of  the  Britifh  fleet, 
given  about  eight  days  before,  went  on  board  the  faid  brigantine 
Elizabeth,  into  which  fome  of  the  claimants  2;oods  had  been  fnift,- 
ed  from  the  other  veffels,  and  the  fame  d'^y  between  the  hours  of 
three  and  four  in  the  afternoon,  failed  with  her  under  convoy  of 
the  Britifh  (hip  of  war  Niger,  for  Halifax  in  Nova  Scotia,  and 
that  on  the  Tuefday  following,  the  faid  John  Manly  in  the  Han- 
cock coming  up  with  the  faid  brigantine  Elizabeth,  which  had  in 
the  mean  time  parted  from  her  convoy,  fired  a  broadfide  at  her 
which  was  returned  by  a  volley  of  fmall  arms,  when  the  faid  Daniel 
Waters  In  the  Lee,  and  the  faid  John  Ayres  in  the  Lynch,  joinino- 
the  faid  John  Manly,  the  faid  Peter  Ramfay  ftruck,  it  being  about 
four  or  five  of  the  clock  in  the  afternoon,  and  the  faid  brioantine 
was  feized  and  carried  into  Pifcataqua  river  in  Nevi'-Hampfhire  ; 
whereupon  the  committee,  after  mature  deliberation  are  of  opinion, 
that  the  faid  brigantine  Elizabeth,  is  cot  comprehended  in  the  de- 
fcription 
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fcrlption  of  veffels,  which  with  their  cargoes  by  the  refolutions  of 
Congrefs  of  the  25th  day  of  Noven-;ber  laft,  may  be  forfeited,  not 
being  an  armed  or  a  tranfport  veiTel,  ennployed  in  the  preient  war 
aguinil  the  United  States,  nor  carrying  provifions  or  other  necef- 
faries  to  the  Britifh  army  or  navy,  within  any  of  the  United  Colo- 
nies ;  and  that  the  cafes  of  recaptures  mentioned  in  the  refolution 
of  Congrefs  of  the  fifth  day  of  December  laft,  adjuring  the  pro- 
portions of  falvage,  thofe  cafes  only  were  intended  in  which  the 
vefTels  and  their  cargoes  remaining  in  poffefiion  of  the  enemy, 
might  by  the  law  of  nations  be  condemned  as  prize,  which  is  con- 
ceived not  to  be  the  cafe  with  the  faid  brigantine  Elizabeth  and 
•her  cargoe  ;  but  that  notwithilanding  it  was  the  duty  of  the  re- 
captors  to  recover  the  faid  brigantine  and  her  cargo,  and  that  the 
owners  who  otherwife  might,  and  probably  would  have  loit  their 
whole  property,  ought  to  make  a  reafonable  fatisfa6^ion  ;  and 
that  therefore  the  faid  fentence  is  erroneous,  and  ought  to  be  re- 
verfed  and  annulled  :  That  the  faid  brigantine  Elizabeth  and  fu ch 
parts  of  her  cargo  as  were  claimed  in  the  faid  court  maritime,  be 
reftored  to  the  refpecTtive  claimants,  upon  their  paying  to  the  Uni- 
ted States  and  the  recaptors  one  twelfth  part  of  the  value  thereof, 
to  be  determined  by  the  appraifement  of  appraifers  on  oath  ap- 
pointed by  the  judge  of  the  faid  court :  That  the  rendue  of  tlie 
carn-oe  be  fold,  and  the  proceeds  after  dedudling  the  like  propor- 
tion and  for  the  fame  ufes,  retained  for  the  perfons  xvho  (liall  hercr 
after  prove  their  right  to  the  fame;  that  William  I3urk  comman- 
der, and  the  marines  and  mariners  of  the  Warren,  an  armed  veffel 
in  the  fcrvice  of  the  United  States,  who  claimed  a  part  of  the  faid 
brigantine  Elizabeth  and  her  cargo,  as  being  joint  captors,  ara 
not  intitled  to  a  fiiai'e  of  the  falvage,  it  not  appearing  that  they 
•were  prefent  or  in  fight  at  the  time  of  the  recapture :  And  that 
the  appellants  recover  againft  the  claimants  their  colls  as  well  in 
the  faid  court  maritime,  as  in  the  profecution  of  their  appea]  here  ; 
and  that  the  caufe  be  fent  back  to  the  faid  court  maritime,  far  that 
court  to  proceed  in  carrying  this  fentence  into  e^^epution,'* 

And  the  faid  report  being  read,  was  agreed  to. 

Refolved,  That  fuch  part  of  the  twelfth  adjudged  in  the  fore- 
going report  to  be  paid  in  lieu  of  falvage,  as  belongs  to  the  United 
States,  be  rcleafed,  and  given  up  to  the  owners  of  ihe  goods. 

The  committee  on  the  liate  of  the  prifoners  brought  m  a  report, 
which  was  read : 

Ordered  to  He  on  the  table. 

The  board  of  treafury,  for  the  more  regular  fettlement  of  ac^ 
counts,  propofed  fundry  queries  to  Congrefs;  whereupon, 

Refohed,  That  no  allowance  be  made  to  officers  for  any  arms 
loft  or  taken  from  them  by  the  enemy : 

That  no  officer  holding  two  appointments  in  the  continental 
army  bs  pg,id  for  roore  than  one,  after  notice  was  given  to  the 

qommandera 
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commanders  of  the  refpedlive  armies,  of  the  refolution  of  Con- 
grefs  agiiinll  officers  holding  double  commiffions. 

Rcfolvedy  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  devife  ways 
and  means  for  fupplying  the  treafury  with  a  farther  fum  of  money  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  K.  H.  Lee,  Mr.  Wilfon  and  Mr. 
Hall. 

Refohc'd^  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  confidcr 
what  is  to  be  done  with  negroes  taken  by  veffeh  of  war,  in  the 
fervice  of  the  United  States : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Wilfon,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee  and  Mr=. 
Huntington. 

Refohedy  That  600  dollars  be  advanced  to  Mr.  R.  Erwin,  wag- 
gon-mafter;  he  to  be  accountable. 

:  Refohedy  That  the  board  of  war  be  direiled  to  order  the  Vir- 
ginia troops,  on  their  march  to  New-York,  to  halt  at  Trenton, 
'till  farther  orders. 

Refohedi  That  the  colonels  of  the  New-Jerfey  militia  make  out 
regular  pay-rolls  of  iuch  of  the  troops  as  have  been  under  their 
comm.and,  when  calkd  into  the  continental  fervice,  and  have  not 
been  paid  by  the  convention  of  the  faid  ilate: 

That  fuch  rolls  be  attefted  by  the  oaths  of  the  commanding  of-^ 
ficer  and  captains  of  the  refpedlive  regiments,  and  paid  by  war- 
rants on  the  pay-mafter  there  by  general  Mercer  or  the  command- 
ing officer  in  that  department;  he  paying  due  attention  to  the  re- 
folutions  of  Congjrefs  tranfmitted  herewith: 

That  one  penny  a  mile  be  allowed,  in  lieu  of  rations,  t©  fuch 
men  as  have  paid  their  expences  while  on  their  march  to  and  from 
the  camp,  from  and  to  their  refpedlive  homes. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poilponed: 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Tuesday,  O^ohcr  15,   1776. 

A  letter  of  the  nth,  12th  and  13th,  from  general  TVafhington; 
one  of  the  loth  from  general  Lee;  one  of  tlie  10th  from  general 
Schuyler;  one  of  the  fame  date  from  general  Green ;  one  of  the  9th 
from  Jof.  Trumbull ;  one  of  the  4th  from  Seth  Warner,  and  one  of 
the  fame  date  from  briiradier  general  LevvLs,  were  read: 

Ordered y  That  the  letters  from  general  Wafhington  and  general 
Lee  and  Mr.  Trumbull  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war: 

That  the  letter  from  general  Green  be  referred  to  the  medical 
committee,  and  the  letter  from  general  Lewis  to  the  board  of 
treafury. 

Application  being  made  to  Congrefs  by  John  Foxcroft,  Efq; 
for  leave  to  go  to  New  York,  to  remove  his  family  from  the  hor- 
rors of  war,  and  relieve  them  from  the  diflrefo  in  which  they  arc 
at  prefent  involved  : 

Rcfohcd,  That  leave  be  granted  hiin  uDon  "-ivino-  his  parole  to 

thf:; 
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the  board  of  war;  but  he  is  not  to  fet  out  on  his  journey  before 
next  week. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into 
confideratlon  ;  whereupon, 

Rcfohed^  That  general  Gates  be  informed,  that  Gongrefs  have 
it  not  in  their  power  at  prefentto  fupply  him  with  the  artillery  he 
defires,  but  will  procure  fuch  as  foon  as  pofiible: 

That  two  independant  companies,  confifting  of  fifty  men  each, 
be  immediately  raifed  to  be  commanded  by  lieutenant  Whitcombe, 
who  ihould  be  appointed  captain  commandant;  that  he  nominate 
the  officers  of  the  faid  two  companies,  who  are  to  be  appointed, 
whes  approved  of  by  the  commanding  officer  in  the  northern  de- 
partment. 

Refohedi  That  the  farther  confideration  of  the  report  be  poll- 
poned. 

William  Davis,  who  was  appointed  deputy  mufler-mafter  ge- 
neral of  the  flying  camp,  having  requeited  leave  to  refign  that 
commifiion : 

Refohed.  That  leave  be  granted,  and  that  to-morrow  be  affigned 
for  appointing  a  deputy  muiler-mafter  general  for  the  flying  camp. 

Refohedi  That  27  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  captain  of  the 
guard  appointed  to  attend  the  waggons  carrying  goods  to  Ticon- 

deroga. 

The  committee  of  treafury  reported,  that  there  is  due  to  the  fol- 
lowing- perfons  the  fum  of  913  dollars  and  forty-three  ninetieths; 
for  which  an  order  is  to  be  drawn  in  favour  of  Thomas  Armour,  viz. 

To  Peter  Schlemmer,  for  victualling  the  militia  on  their  march 
to  New-Jerfey,  Dollars  43.42  Ninet. 

To  Frederic  Rummel,  for  ditto,  — -         —       ^5'49 

To  William  Thompfon,  vidualling  general  Lee's 

guard,              5<^-7i 

To  Elizabeth  Kuntz,  vifliualling  militia,  &c.  64.51 

To  George  Stahe,  for  ditto,          —           —  86.54 

To  Adam  Gartner,  ditto,  and  fick  foldiers,  260.86 
To  fundries  for  fupplying  the  militia  and  general 

Lee's  guard,              '  47*49 

To  Elizabeth  Robinfon,  for  ditto,          r 12.48 

To  Andrew  Nebbenger,  for  ditto,            —  39-86 

To  Godlup  Zegel,  for  ditto  to  gen.  Lee's  guard,  9.19 

To  Zacharias  Sturgent,  for  ditto,            8.67 

To  Martin  Brenefey,  for  ditto,          —          —  40. 

To  Frederick  Rumble,  for  ditto,          72.33 

To  Jacob  Bufhong,  for  ditto,          —         —  58.27 

To  Daniel  Kyfer,  for  ditto,                 29.66 

To  And.  Horzeg,  for  repairing  arms  of  ditto,  23.15 

The  whole  amounting  to         —         Dollars  913.43  Ninet. 

To 
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To  Baltzar  Spangler,  arid  to  be  paid  to  Thomas  Armour,  for 
viftualling  a  part  of  general  Lee's  guard,  nurfing  in  the  fmall-poxj 
&c.  at  York-tovvDj  and  fot*  provilions  to  militia,  158  dollars  and 
twelve  ninetieths: 

To  lieutenant  Francis  Nichols,  of  the  late  captain  Hendricks's 
company,  for  two  months  pay  extraordinary  to  the  following  of- 
iicerSj  viz. 

To  the  late  capt.  Kendi'icks  killed  at  the  afTault 
of  Quebeci  -^-^-^ —  -'•■''  --  Dollars  5"^. 30  Ninet» 

To  lieutenant  John  M'CIeland,  who  died  on  the 
march  to  ditto, —   »  36 

To  the  faid  li-eutenant  Nichols*         —         —       36 

For  the  life  of  the  executors  of  capt.  Hendricks's 
inlifting  nioney,  when  the  corripany  Avasraifed,  85 
at  I  dollar  and  one  third  each,         — ^         — ■-  ii3-3<^ 

The  whole  amounting  to         — ^         -^         238.60 

That  there  (hould  be  advanced  to  lieutenant  Francis  Nichols, 
for  the  purpc'fe  of  paying  the  foldiers  of  his  company  returned 
from  Quebec,  the  fum  of  1753  dollars  and  thirty  ninetieths,  un- 
til he  can  fettle  the  accounts  of  the  company  ;  for  which  he  is  to 
be  charged : 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  fums  be  paid. 

Refolvedy  That  two  members  be  added  to  the  committee  of  trea-« 
fury : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Wythe  and  Mr.  Smith, 

The  fccret  committee  brought  in  a  report  on  the  difbribution  oi 
the  cargo  lately  arrived  at  Providence,  Rhode-Ifland,  in  the  brig 
Happy  Return  ;  whereupon, 

Refolved,  That  a  copy  of  the  invoice  of  the  cloths  and  blankets 
be  fent  to  general  MiiHin,  quarter-mafter  general,  Vv'ith  an  order 
to  MeiTrr..  Browns  of  Rhode- Ifiand,  to  deliver  the  whole  to  his 
order,  and  that  it  be  recommended  to  the  faid  quarter-mafter  ge- 
neral to  have  the  cloths  immediately  made  up  for  the  foldiers  either 
,in  Rhode- Idand,  Connedticut,  or  by  the  taylors  in  the  array,  as 
may  be  thought  belt  by  general  Wafhingtcn  and  himfelf : 

That  Meffrs.  Browns  be  direded  to  deliver  to  the  continental 
agent,  at  Rhode-Ifland^  the  remaining  part  of  the  cargo,  with 
orders  to  apply  the  lead,  bullets,  flints,  muflcets  and  powder,  to 
theufe  of  the  continental  frigates  andcruizers,  or  fuch  part  there-^ 
of  as  may  be  wanted  for  that  fervice,  and  the  reft  to  remain  for 
future  orders  : 

That  the  faid  agent  be  direfted  to  buy  as  much  good  fat  beef  and 
pork  as  can  be  cured  by  the  fait  in  his  polTeffion,  for  the  ufe  of 
the  na\'y  : 

That  the  agent  be  direded  to  forward  the  fulpbur  of  the  faid 
cargo  to  the  powder  mills  in  Conneflicut  and  Rhode-Iiland,  and 
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the  five  tons  of  faltpetre  formefly  fent  by  Gongrefs  from  Philadel- 
phia to  Rhode- 1  Hand  j  from  thence  tp  the  powder-mills  of  Meffrs. 
Livinvfton  and  Wifner,  on  the  North-  River,  In  the  Hate  of  New- 
York,  to  be  manufadlured  into  gunpowder,  for  the  continental 
fefvice. 

-  Refohed,  That  40,000  dollars  be  fent  to  R.  Dallam,  Efq;  de- 
puty pay-mafter  general,  for  the  ufe  of  the  flying  camp  and  mi* 
litia;  he  to  be  accountable. 

'   The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed  *         ,S 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-mormw*  " 

Wednesday^  Ocloher  16,  1776. 

A  letter  of  the  9th  from  E.  Pendleton,  fpeaker  of  the  afTembly 
of  Virginia;  one  of  the  i  ith  from  T.  Jefferfon,  were  read  : 

Alfo,  a  letter  of  the  12th  from  Jof.  Trumbull,  wherein  he  in- 
forms Congrefs,  that  he  has  impowered  Carpenter  Wharton  to  pur- 
chafe  fait  to  the  weftvvard  of  New-Jerfey,  and  as  much  pork,  for 
the  ufe  of  the  army,  as  fait  can  be  had  for,  and  requefts  that  Mr. 
Wharton  rnay  be  fupplled  with  fuch  fums  of  money  as  may  be  ne- 
ceffary  for  this  purpofe,  and  charged  to  the  accounts  of  him  the 
faid  J.  Trumbull  : 

Refohed,  That  Mr.  Wharton  be  fupplied  accordingly. 

Refolved,  That  16,803  dollars  and  fix  ninetieths  be  paid  to  bri- 
gadier general  MifSin  or  order,  and  charged  to  the  account  of  Jon. 
Trumbull,  jun.  Efq;  deputy  pay-mafter  general  in  the  northern 
department;  the  fame  being  in  full  of  a  draught  in  his  favour,  by 
John  Pierce,  afliftant  pay-mafter,  in  behalf  of  the  faid  Jon.  Trum- 
bull, dated  Albany,  Oftober  7,  1776,  for  fo  much  flopped  for 
him  from  the  pay  of  the  feveral  regiments  at  Ticonderoga,  by  the 
faid  pay-mafter. 

Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  ele<B;ion  of  a  commlffary  of  cloathing 
for  the  northern  army,  and  the  ballots  being  taken, 

George  Meafam  was  eleded. 

Refohed,  That  George  Meafam  be  allowed  the  pay  and  rations 
of  a  major  in  the  continental  fervice. 

Refohed,  That  the  commander  in  chief  of  the  northern  depart- 
ment appoint  fuitable  perfons  to  appraife  on  oath,  and  deliver  to 
the  faid  commiflary,  all  articles  of  cloathing  there,  belonging  to 
the  United  States,  and  tranfmit  his  receipts,  with  the  appraife- 
ment,  to  the  treafury  office  in  Philadelphia  : 

That  the  faid  commiftary  employ  fuitable  perfons  to  make  the 
cloathing,  and  add  to  the  appraifed  value  of  the  goods,  the  charges 
of  making  ;  and  that  he  deliver  the  fame  to  the  regimental  pay- 
mafters,  agreeable  to  the  orders  he  may  receive  from  the  command- 
er aforefaid. 

Refohed,  That  general  Waftiington  be  impowered  to  appoint 
a  commifTary  of  cloathing  for  the  army  under  his  immediate  com- 
mand. 
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mand,  and  that  he  be  alfo  impowered  to  appoint  a  deputy  mufter- 
mailer  for  the  flying  camp. 

Refohedy  That  one  ton  of  powder  be  fent  to  North  Carolina  for 
the  uie  of  the  eontinental  forces  in  that  Itate, 

A  letter  of  the  jil  of  October  frorri  John  Roche  was  read  : 

Orderedy  That  it  be  referred  to  the  marine  committee,  and  that 
they  do  therein  what  they  fliall  think  proper. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  committee  on 
the  ftate  of  the  prifoners  ;  vyhereypon, 

Refolv?d^  That  William  Livingfton,  Efq,  governor  of  New- 
Jerfey  be  informed  that  Congrefs  have  coniidered  his  letter  relative 
to  certain  prifoners  conrtned  in  Somerfet  jail,  and  being  unac- 
quainted either  with  their  characters,  or  the  caufcs  of  their  being 
apprehended,  reqiieil  him  to  inquire  into  the  fame,  and  report  to 
Congrefs  their  names  and  chara<5kers  : 

That  foldiers  and  failors  confined  in  jail  be  hereafter  allowed  one 
.■dollar  and  one-third,  a  week  ;  the  allowance  of  one  dollar  being 
found  infufficient  to  fupport  them  comfortably, 

Rejolvedy  That  the  remainder  of  the  report  be  recommitted. 

The  marine  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
B.  Marfliall  ancj  Brothers,  and  certain  propofitions  from  the  flate 
of  MafTachuffetts-Bay,  broiight  in  their  report,  which  was  taken 
into  confideration  ;  whereupon, 

Refolvedy  That  what  relates  to  B.  Marfhall  and  Brothers  be  poft- 
poned  to  Wednefday  the  23d  inftant. 

Refolved^  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  general  court  of  Maf*" 
fachufetts-Bay,  to  give  the  continental  agent  the  full  weight  of 
their  influence  to  make  the  frigate  Hancock  ready  for  fea  immedi- 
ately ;  that  whatever  espence  fl:>all  accrue  to  the  ftate  of  Mafla- 
chufetts-Bay  either  for  procuring  guns  or  other  ftores  for  fitting 
the  faid  frigate,  fliall  be  veimburfed  on  demand  ;  and  that  in  di* 
reeling  the  cruize  of  the  faid  frigate  the  Congrefs  will  pay  all  the 
rep-ard  to  the  proteftion  of  the  commerce  of  Maifachufetts-Bay, 
that  the  zeal  of  that  ftate  in  the  common  caufe  juftly  intitles  it  to". 

A  petition  from  captain  C.  Roberts  was  read,  and  referred  to 
Mr.  Walton,  Mr.  Hopkinfon,  and  Mr.  F.  L.  Lee,  who  are  direc- 
ted to  inquire  into  the  fadts  therein  fet  forth,  and  report  to  Con- 
grefs. 

A  n:jemorial  from  the  chevalier  d'Antignac  was  read,  and  refer- 
red to  the  board  of  war. 

A  n^emovial  from  colonel  D.  Campbell  was  read;    whereupous 

Refolved,  That  the  commanding  officer  in  the  northerly  depart- 
ment be  defired  to  confirm  or  difapprove  the  fentence  of  the  court 
martial  on  col.  D.Campbell,  as  he  upon  mature  judgment  fliaU 
think  proper,  and  report  to  Congrefs. 

Whereas  fundry  prizes  have  been  heretofore  taken  by  the  cruiz- 
ers  fitted  out  by  general  Wafliington  at  the  continental  expence, 

and 
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and  on xiontmental  account,  and  no  accounts  thereof  have  yet  been 
rendered  by  the  agents  who  received  and  fold  the  laid  prizes ;  and 
whereas  a  juil  diftribulion  of  fuch  {hares  of  the  faid  prizes  as;  are 
due  to  the  officers  and  men,  agreeable  to  the  rules  and  regulations  of 
Congrefs,  ought  to  he  made; 

Refohed^  That  the  marine  committee  be  impowered  to  order 
fuch  diftribution  of  the  faid  prize  money  amongll  the  parties  ia« 
terefted  ^herein  ;  and  that  they  recover  from  the  faid  agents  the 
continental  fhare  of  all  the  faid  prizes  : 

That  the  prefent  continental  agents  do  account  with  the  ma- 
x'mt  committee  from  time  to  time,  for  the  continental  fhare  ot  all 
prizes  received  and  fold  by  then;,  and  that  they  pay  the  amount  af 
fuch  prizes  to  the  order  of  the  faid  committee  : 

That  the  faid  agents  ma*^e  juil  diilributions  of  the  fliares  in  a]! 
prizes,  that  appertain  to  the  oiiicers  and  crews  oi  the  continental 
fhips  of  war,  agreeable  to  the  rules  and  regulations  pf  Congrefs,  as 
foon  after  the  fales  of  each  prize  as  poiTible : 

That  the  marine  committee  apply  all  the  prize  money  they  re- 
ceive from  the  agents  to  the  fervice  of  the  marine  department,  and 
hereafter  render  accounts  thereof  jto  Congrefs  : 

That  the  marine  committee  report  from  time  to  time  all  fums  of 
m.pney  they  receive  for  prizes  to  the  treafury,  in  order  that  the 
fame  may  be  charged  to  their  account  in  the  treaiury  books. 

The  committee  of  treafury  reported  that  there  is  due, 

To  capt.  Sion  Martindale  and  lieutenant  Mofes  Turner,  for  their 
pay  and  rations  from  the  ift  of  January  to  the  14th  of  Oilober, 
1776,  the  fumof  572  dollars,  and  feventy-fix  ninetieths. 

Ord&redi  That  the  faid  account  be  paid. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed  ; 

Adjourned  tp  ttw  o'clock  to-morrowo 

Thursday,  QTioher  17,  1776. 

A  petition  from  Henry  Keppele  was  laid  before  Cpngrefs  an4 
r^ead,  fetting  forth,  that  he  hath  entered  an  appeal  againft  the  {fn- 
tence  palled  on  the  fnip  Charming  Peggy,  and  praying  that  a  con-, 
venient  day  may  be  affigned  for  hearing  the  faid  appeal ; 

Refolvfd,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  with  full  power 
to  hear  and  determine  upon  faid  appeal  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Huntington,  Mr.  Paine,  Mr.  Wythe, 
Mr.  Smith,  and  Mr.  Wilfcn. 

Refolved,  That  a  committee  pf  four  be  appointed  to  review  fuch 
of  the  refolutions  of  Congrefs  as  relate  to  the  capture  and  condem- 
nation pf  prizes,  and  report  what  alteratipns  or  addTtions  fiiould 
be  made  refpecling  the  fame ; 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Wythe,  Mr.  Rutledge,  Mr.  Paine, 
and  Mr.  Huntington. 

A  petition  from  Carpenter  Wharton  was  read  ; 

Refolved^ 
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Rc'folvedf  Tliat  it  be  referred  to  the  council  of  fafety  of  Penu- 
iylvania. 

Refolved,  That  a  commiiTary  be  appointed  to  fupply  the  batta- 
lion commanded  by  colonel  Mackay  with  proviiions;  the  ballots 
being  taken, 

Ephraim  Blaine,  Efq;  wasele£led. 

Refoivedy  That  Francis  Lewis,  junr.  be  permitted  to  go  to  the 
ilate  of  New- York  with  Mr.  Foxcroft. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  report  on  the  ftate  cf  the  prifoners 
in  the  jail  of  Philadelphia  was  recommitted,  brought  in  a  farther 
report,  which  was  taken  into  confideration  ;  whereTJpon, 

Rejolvi^dy  That  the  prifoners  from  North-Carolina  be  permitted 
to  return  to  their  families,  if  the  convention  of  that  ftate  (liall  be 
of  opinion  they  may  fo  do,  without  danger  to  that  or  any  other  of 
the  United  States  ;  and  in  the  mein  time  that  bedding,  blankets, 
and  other  neceffaries  be  furnifhed  the  gaoler  by  Mr.  Meafe,  for 
the  ufe  of  fuch  prifoners  as  are  unprovided  with  them: 

That  captain  M'Kenzie  be  permitted  to  apply  to  the  ftate  of 
North-Carolina  for  liberty  to  return  there,  and  in  the  mean  time, 
that  he  be  allowed  tea  dollars  to  bear  his  expences  to  Lancafter 
county  : 

That  lieutenant  M^Clean,  an  half  pay  officer  taken  in  Canada, 
be  permitted  to  refide  at  Reading  on  his  parole. 

Refolvad-,  That  a  committee  of  intelligence  be  appointed  to  fe- 
]e6l  and  report  fuch  authentic  accounts  acj  are  from  time  to  time 
received  by  Congrefs  of  the  ftate  of  the  armies  and  navy  of  the 
United  States,  as  they  iliall  judge  proper  to  be  publifhed  by  au- 
thority of  Congrefs  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Rufli,  Mr.  R,  H.  Lee,  and  Mr. 
Kopkinfon. 

Rtfolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  bring  in  a  plan  for 
the  better  regulating  the  treafury  board  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Gerry,  Mr.  Livingfton,  and  Mr« 
Hopkinfon. 

Mr.  Duche  having  by  letter  informed  the  prefident  that  the  ftate 
of  his  health,  and  his  parochial  duties  were  fuch,  as  obliged  him 
to  decline  the  honor  of  continuing  chaplain  to  Congrefs, 

ReJ'olvedy  That  the  prefident  return  the  thanks  of  this  houfe  to 
the  reverend  Mr.  Duchc,  for  the  devout  and  acceptable  manner 
in  which  he  difcharged  his  duty  during  the  time  he  officiated  as 
chaplain  to  it;  and  tiiat  one  hundred  and  lifty  dollars  be  prefented 
to  him,  as  an  acknowledgment  from  the  houfe  of  his  fervices. 

The  committee  of  treafury  reported  that  there  is  due, 

To  captain  A.  H.  Briccfor  his  allowance  as  an  officer  prlfoner, 
from  19th  April  to  17th  0(5lober  1776,  inclufive,  being  26  weeks 
at  2  dollars  ^  week,  52  dpllars; 

To 
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To  captain  Thomas  Heflceth  for  his  allowance  from  20th  July 
to  19th  Oclcber,   13  weeks,  at  2,  dollars  a  week,  26  dollars: 

To  George  Haas  for  the  hire  of  his  waggon  and  his  expcnces 
with  money  from  Philadelphia  to  Bofton  the  fum  of  131  dollars 
2nd  twenty-four  ninetieths  : 

To  colonel  Haufegger  for  the  expences  of  himfelf  and  two  pri- 
foners  from  Ticonderoga  to  Philadelphia,  57  dollars  and  nine 
ninetieths : 

To  captain  Matthew  Smith  to  be  paid  to  lieutenant  Archibald 
Steel,  for  inliiling  his  company  confiding  of  80  men,  at  i  dollar 
and  one  liiirj  each,    106  dohars  and  fixty  ninetieths  . 

That  they  have  examined  the  accounts  exhibited  by  lieutenant 
Archibald  Sttel  of  captain  Smith's  company,  for  the  pay  of  34 
officers,  and  of  adjutant  Chrillian  Febiger  taken  prifoners  at  Que- 
htCi  amounting  to  1575  dollars  and  thirty  ninetieths,  (cxclulive 
of  the  pay  of  one  ferjearit,  one  corporal  and  twelve  privates  who 
inlifted  in  the  fervice  of  the  king  of  Great-Britain,  amounting  to 
476  dollars  and  fixty  ninetieths,  which  is  retained)  of  which  he 
received  from  Mr.  J.  Meafe  the  fum  of  3  14  dollars  and  thirty  nine^ 
tieths,  which  leaves  a  ballance  due  to  the  faid  Steel  of  1261  dollars. 

That  there  is  due,  to  George  Steyer  for  linens  furnifhed,  and  to 
be  charged  to  captain  John  Nelfon  for  the  ufe  of  his  company, 
24  dollars  : 

To  Adam  Zantzinger  for  the  hire  of  two  waggons  and  the  ex? 
pence  of  an  efcort  of  light  horfe  with  money  from  Philadelphia  tq 
the  camp  near  New-York,   150  dollars  and  fixty  ninetieths: 

To  William  Clayton  for  provifions  fupplied  militia  on  their 
march  to  New-Jerfey,   24  dollars  and  twenty -feven  ninetieths  : 

To  John  Bates  for  499  camp  kettles  delivered  by  him  to  Guftar 
vus  Riiherg,  afiiftant  to  the  deputy  quarter  inafter  general,  665 
dollars  and  thirty  ninetieths  : 

To  William  Bentley  to  be  paid  to  colonel  Strieker  for  provi- 
fions fupplied  the  Virginia  troops  on  their  march,  17  dollais  and 
fifty-four  ninetieths  : 

To  Jofeph  Bentley  for  provifions  fupplied  the  militia  and  flying 
camp  on  their  march  to  New-Jerfey,  19  dollars  and  feventy-tWQ 
ninetieths  : 

To  Nicholas  Bazin,  a  Canadian  prifoner,  for  his  allowance  from 
^d  March  to  17th  Oflober,  is  32  weeks  and  five  fevenths,  at  a 
dollars  a  week,  65  dollars  and  thirty-eight  ninetieth?. 

Ordered^  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed  : 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow- 

Friday,   October  18,   1776. 
The  board   of  war  brought  in   a  report,  which  was  taken  into 
confideration  J  v.'hereupon, 

Refohcd, 
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■  ftefolvedy  That  Thaddeus  Kofclufzko  be  appointed  an  enp-U 
neer  in  the  fervice  of  the  United  States,  with  the  pay  of  iixty  doU 
lars  a  month,  and  the  rank  of  colonel. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  petition  of  colonel  ]\i.  Hazen  was 
-fefe^'red,  brought  in  their  report,  v/hich  was  read. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed  : 
'   Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

Monday,  OCtoler  21,-  1776. 

A  letter  of  the  14th  and  17th  from  R.  Harrifon  the  general's 
fecretary  ;  one  of  the  i8th  from  general  Wafhington  inclcfing  the 
copy  of  a  letter  from  general  Arnold  and  other  papers  ;  two  of 
the  17th  and  19th  from  general  Mercer;  and  one  from  Kenneth 
Hankanfon,  captain  of  a  vefTel  ftranded  on  the  Jef  fey  Ihore,  were 
laid  before  Congrefs  and  read. 

Orderedy  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter  of  the  13th,  from  R.  Dallam  was  alfo  read;  where- 
upon, 

Refolvedy  That  T9740  dollars  be  paid  to  Gudavus  Rifberg,  af- 
fiftant  to  the  deputy-quarter-mailer-general  for  the  iiying  camp, 
and  charged  to  the  account  of  the  faid  R.  Dallam: 

That  500,000  dollars  be  fent  to  Jon^  Trumbull,  Efq;  deputy= 
paymaftef-general  for  the  northern  department : 

That  2000  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  delegates  of  North-Caro- 
lina, and  charged  to  that  ftate. 

A  letter  of  the  5th  from  colonel  James  Eafton  was  read. 

The  fecret  committee  having  informed  Congrefs  that  a  A^fTel 
was  arrived  in  Nevi^-Hampfliire  with  a  cargo  on'  account  of  the  con- 
tinent, among  which  was  a  quantity  of  flints;  it  was  thereupon, 

Refolvedy  That  the  fecret  committee  be  directed  to  order  30,000 
of  the  faid  flints  to  general  Schuyler  for  the  ufe  of  the  army  in  the 
northern  department,  and  the  remainder  to  general  Wafiiington, 
for  the  ufe  of  the  array  under  his  immediate  command. 

A  letter  of  the  20th  from  general  Green  was  read  : 

Ordered y  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war,  and  that  they 
be  directed  to  apply  to  the  council  of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania  for 
the  loan  of  as  many  cartridges  as  they  can  fparc,  v»'hich  are  to  be 
fent  with  all  pofiible  difpatch  to  general  AVafhington,  and  that  they 
take  the  moft  effectual  meafures  to  have  a  fufiicient  quantity  of  car- 
tridges made  up  in  Philadelphia,  and  forwarded  to  general  Walh- 
ington. 

Refolvedy  That  the  powder  in  the  magazine  be  kept  for  tlie  pub- 
lic fervice. 

Cone;refs  being  informed  that  there  is  at  the  lead  mines  in  Vir- 
ginia, a  quantity  of  lead  for  the  ufe  of  the  continent, 

Refolvedy  That  the  board  of  war  be  directed  to  give  orders  to 


have  it  brought  to  Philadelohia. 
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A  memorial  from  Monf.  Dorre  was  prefented  to  Gongrefs  and 
read: 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  marine  committee. 
A  letter  of  the  20th  from  R.  Harrifou,  inclofing  copies  of  let- 
ters from  general  Gates  and  general  Arnold  of  the  15th,  and  of 
one  from  general  Schuyler  of  the  i6th  ;  alfo  one  of  the  16th  from 
creneral  Schuyler,  and  one  of  the  19th  from  the  convention  of  Nev/- 
York,  being  received,  were  read  : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 
The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into 
confideYation  ;  whereupon, 

Refohedy  That  the  deputy  commiffary-genefal  tti  Virginia  be 
directed  to  make  ccntrafls  for  the  fupply  of  the  troops  in  that 
department,  provided  they  can  be  made  at  a  rate  not  exceeding 
eight-pence  Virginia  currency  a  ration ;  the  contractors  to  have  the 
ufe  of  the  public  waggons  on  any  motion  or  march  of  the  army, 
from  the  place  or  places  where  liationed  : 

That  the  commander  in  chief  of  each  department  be  impowered 
at  the  inllance  of  the  commiffary-general  or  his  deputies  to  employ 
as  many  perfons  under  him  or  them,  at  fuch  falary  or  wages  as  he 
fhall  think  adequate,  and  as  he  may  think  the  fervice  from  time 
to  time  requires  : 

That  the  rations  allowed  to  the  feveral  officers  on  the  ftaff  in  the 
army  of  the  United  States,  not   heretofore  fettled,  be  as  follows, 
and  that  the  deputy  commiflary  of  Virginia  be  informed  thereof; 
To  the  deputy  commiflary  general  6  rations, 

deputy  quarter  mailer  general     6  do* 
deputy  pay  mafter  general  6  do. 

deputy  adjutant  general  6  do. 

deputy  muflcr  mailer  general      6  do. 
deputy  judge  advocate  6  do. 

chaplain  3  do. 

regimental  fnrgeon  3  do. 

furgeon's  mate  2  do. 

That  the  deputy  comraifiary-gencral  of  Virginia  be  allowed 
his  reafonable  travelling  charges,  to  be  fettled  by  the   treafury 

board. 

The  committee  of  treafury  reported  that  they  have  examined 
the  following  accounts  paid  by  John  Gibfon,  Efq;  auditor-gene- 
ral, by  order  of  the  board,  amounting  to  687  dollars  and  twenty- 
fevea  ninetieths;  of  which  he  received  by  the  prefident's  warrant, 
500  dollars,  and  there  remains  due  to  him  1S7  dollars  and  twenty- 

feven  ninetieths  : 

Dollars,  Ninetieths^ 

For  parchment  for  the  ufe  of  the  treafury -office,       2 
George  Hofnagle's  account  for  15  of  the  militia,     i        45 
John  "Sparhavvk's  account  for  quills,  paper-books. 


October,   177^.  425 

Dollars. Ninetieths, 
&:c.  for  the  ufe  of  the  commiffioners  fent  to  A]baiiy,40 

Henry  Deering's  account  for  entertaining  militia,  16        18 
Andrew  Smith's  account  for  do.  I2        78 

Jofeph  Shcerer's  account  for  do.  paid  T.  Wyp-ins,  14        20 
John  Druit,  for  Bernard  Romans  order,  to  be 
charged  to  the  faid  Romans,  1 6 

Conrad  Aliler's  account  for  entertaining  militia,      5        4c 
Philip  Upright's  do.  for  do.  and  guard  of  powder 
to  Virginia,  3  6 

John  Nice's  do.  for  doi  17        36 

Levi  Hollingfvvorth's  account  for  efcorting  mo- 
ney to  Amboy,  16        75 
William  Perkins  for  fupplies  to  troops  2        84 
Porterage  of  a  box  with  the  Maffachufetts  papers,  6 
Captain  Read's  account  of  expences  of  his  com- 
pany on  their  march  to  Camp,                                         40        72 
Captain  Wheely's  account  of  do.                               27        54 
Captain  M'Kenzie  for  fubfiflance,                             3        39 
M.  Lotbinier,  a  French  chaplain,  one  month's  pay 
and  rations,                                                                         41        30 
Benjamin  Condy,  for  cake  ink                                     6        36 
Thread  for  the  ufe  of  the  office,                                            i^ 
Secretary  Peter's  order  for  tranfporting  lieuten- 
ant Symes'  baggage,                                                       10        30 

Allen  M'Donald,  fen.  Allen  M'Donald,  jun. 
Alexander  M*Donald,  Rennel  M'Donald,  for  three 
weeks  allowance  to  themfelves  and  two  fervants,  to 
24  September, 

William  Rofs's  account  of  fubfiftance  to  militia, 
Valentine  Vanholt's  account  of  do. 
R.  Lumfden  for  wood,  hauling  and  fawing, 
John  Streeper's  account  for  fubfifting  militia, 
Poftage  of  a  letter  from  Ticonderoga, 
M.  Lotbinier,  one  month's  pay  and  rations, 
Allen  M'Donald  for  the  hire  of  a  woman  fervant 
allowed  him  from  4th  June  to  24th  Sept.  16  weeks, 
John  M'Kinzie,  a  prifonerfrom  North-Carolina, 
his   allowance  from  20th   Sept.   to   17th  Otlober, 
four  weeks,  8 

Bartholomew  Van  Heer's  account  of  difburfe- 
ments  to  the  army  in  Canada,  and  fix  month's  pay 
as  lieutenant,  14^        31 

Uriah  Forreft,  captain  of  a  company  in  colonel 
Irvine's  battalion,  furnifhing  ei^hty-fix  men,  non- 
commiffioned  officers  and  privates,  with  provifions 
from  Annapolis  to  Philadelphia,    115  milrs,at  id  a 

H  mile. 
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Dollars. N  inetieih 
mile,  each  ;  alio  to  one  captain  and  three  fubalterns 
115  miles,  at  9d,  In  the  whole,     13 1        35 

Total     687        27 
of  which  received     500 
the  balance  due      187        27 

That  there  is  due  to  Robert  Jewel,  for  the  maintainence  of  ftate 
prifoners  in  the  new  goal,  and  for  candles,  &c.  489  dollars  and 
forty -three  ninetieths  : 

To  the  late  captain  William  Hendricks'  company,  and  to  be  paid 
to  lieutenant  Francis  Nichols  of  the  faid  company,  for  the  bal- 
Isnce  of  an  account  for  their  pay,  arms  loft  at  the  ftorm  of  Quebec, 
hunting  (hirts,  &c.    1622  dollars  and  twenty-two  ninetieths  : 

To  Mr.  Pollard,  for  the  expence  of  himfelfand  others  of  the  light 
horfe  as  an  efcort  with  money  from  Philadelphia  to  New- York  and 
Bofton,   291  dollars  and  fifty  frven  ninetieths  : 

To  Jacob  Hartman,  for  the  hire  of  his  waggon  bringing  the 
bag^a^e  of  the  prifoners  from  Canada »  from  Eiizabeth-Town  to 
Philadelphia,   16  dollars  and  fixty  ninetieths: 

To  John  Flail  and  Samuel  Parker  for  cleanfmg  and  repairing 
^00  muHcets  with  bayonets,  fcabbards,  &c.  for  the  German  bat- 
talion, 215  dollars,  and  feventy-eight  ninetieths  : 

To  Coxe,  Furman,  and  Coxe,  for  carriage  of  powder  from  Phi- 
ladelphia to  Virginia,  and  the  pay  of  captain  Matthis  for  taking 
charoe  of  the  fame,   233  dollars,  and  eighty-one  ninetieths  : 

Ordered^  That  the  laid  accountS-be  paid. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  form  of  the  oath  to  be  ta- 
ken by  the  officers  in  thu  fervicc  of  the  continent,  which  was  a- 
greed  to,  as  follows  : 

I do  acknowledge  the  Thirteen  UnitedStates  of  Ame- 
rica, namely,  New-Hampihire,  Maffachufetts-Bay,  Rhode- Ifland, 
Connecticut,  New-York,  New-Jerfey,  Pennfylvania,  Delaware, 
Maryland,  Virginia, North-Carolina,  South-Carolina,  and  Georgia, 
to  be  free,  independent,  and  fovereign  Itates,  and  declare  that  the 
people  thereof  owe  no  allegiance  or  obedience  to  George  the  third 
king  of  Great-Britain,  and  I  renounce,  refufe,  and  abjure  any 
allegiance  or  obedience  to  him  ;  and  I  do  fwear  that  I  will,  to  the 
utmoft  of  my  power  fupport,  maintain,  and  defend  the  faid  Unit- 
ed States  againfl  the  faid  king  George  the  third,  and  his  heirs  and 
fuccefifors,  and  his  or  their  abettors,  afliilants,  and  adherents;  and 

will  ferve  the  faid  United   States  in  the  office  of which  I 

now  hold,  and  in  any  other  office  which  I  may  hereafter  hold  by 
their  appointment,  or  under  their  authority,  with  fidelity  and  ho- 
nour, and  according  to  the  beft  of  my  fldll  and  underflanding.  So 
helo  me  God.  , 

kffolved,  That  every  b-ificer  who  holds,  or  fhall  hereafter  hold, 

acommiflion 
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a  commiflion  or  office   from  Congrefs,  fhall   fubfcribe  the  above 
declaration,  and  take  the  foregoing  oath. 

Refolved,  That  100,000  dollars  be  fent  to  the  deputy  pay-mafter 
genera]  in  Virginia. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poUponed : 
I     Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Tuesday,  OTiober  22^   1776. 

A  letter  from  general  Mifflin  to  captain  Falkner  was*  laid  before 
Congrefs,  and  read: 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three,  and  that 
they  be  directed  to  engage,  and  fend  to  head-quarters,  a  fldlful, 
aftive  wharf-builder,  with  proper  affiftants  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Morris,  Mr.  Wilfon,  and  Mr.  Rofs. 

The  committee  of  treafury  reported,  that  there  is  due. 

To  Monf.  O.  H  Rouville,  his  fervant  P.  H.  de  Beaubaffin,  J. 
B.  H.  de  Rouville,  Jofeph  de  Jarlais,  and  Jofeph  and  Gabriel 
Heiter,  for  their  allowance  from  the  13th  of  July  to  the  i8th  of 
Oftober,   1776,    186  dollars  and  fixty  ninetieths: 

That  they  have  examined  the  accounts  of  D.  S.  Franks,  for 
fundry  goods  fupplied  the  army  in  Canadaj  amounting  to  3748 
dollars  and  eighty-four  ninetieths;  of  which  he  received  a  warrant 
of  the  7th  of  September,  for  1600  dollars,  and  that  there  is  a 
balance  now  due  to  him  of  2  148  dollars  and  eighty-four  ninetieths : 

That  there  is  due  to  Nathan  Sellers,  for  a  paper-mould,  letters 
and  borders,   39  dollars: 

That  there  fhould  be  advanced  to  colonel  Hollingfworth  the 
fum  of  1626  dollars  and  fixty  ninetieths,  for  fupplies  of  rations, 
and  waggons  for  the  Virginia  battalions,  from  the  Head  of  Elk 
to  Cheiler;  he  to  be  accountable: 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  fums  be  paid. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into 
confideration  ;  whereupon, 

,  Rejolved,  That  general  Schuyler's  application  to  the  eafteni 
ftates,  and  to  the  ftate  of  New-Yorl?:,  for  their  militia,  is  ap» 
proved : 

That  the  refolution  for  fending  home  the  Canadians  be  fuf- 
pended  till  farther  orders: 

That  the  board  of  war  order  the  feveral  prifoners,  in  Phila- 
delphia, to  the  places  of  their  deftination,  and  that  they  write  to 
the  feveral  committees,  who  have  the  chargje  of  prifoners,  not  to 
fufFer  them  to  go  beyond  the  bounds  allowed  them,  nor  to  permit 
any  of  them  to  come  to  Philadelphia,  v/ithout  leave  firil  obtained 
from  the  board  of  war. 

Refihed,  That  Mrs.  Antll,  with  her  child,  and  filler  Mifs  Col- 
den,  be  permitted  to  go  to  general  Mercer,  who  is  defired  to  per- 
mit them  to  proceed  to  New-York,  taking  efpecial  care,  that  they 
carry  no  intelligence  to  the  enemy.  The 
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The  fecret  committee  reported,  that  the  cargo  lately  arrived  at 
Portfmouth,  in  the  brig  M;  rquifs  of  Kildare,  captain  Palmer, 
confifts  of  the  following  articles,  viz.  5000  lb.  of  powder,  250 
fmall  arms,  [OC,ooo  flints,  400P  yards  of  fmall  canrafs,  4  to  50Q 
jackets,  ico  knapfacks,  100  leggins,  80  large  rugs,  2  bales  of 
woollens,    i  bale  of  linens,  and  10  tons  of  lead  ;  whereupon, 

Refohed^  That  the  powder,  100  fmall  arms,  2000  flints,  part 
of  the  canvafs,  80  rugs,  and  part  of  the  lead,  be  applied  by  the 
continental  agent  for  the  ufe  of  the  continental  frigate  Rawleigh : 

That  6c,oco  flints  be  lent  to  general  Wafliington: 

That  38,000  flints,  150  fmall  arms,  100  knapfacks,  100  leggins 
and  8  tons  of  lead,  be  fent  to  the  northern  army  under  general 
Schuyler  and  general  Gates: 

That  the  remainder  of  the  canvafs  be  m.ade  into  tents,  and  fent 
to  the  northern  army: 

That  the  jackets,  if  fit  for  foldiers,  be  fent  to  the  northern  army; 
if  fit  for  failors,  that  they  be  diliributed  amongfl:  the  continental 
frigates  at  Portfmouth  and  Bofton : 

That  the  two  bales  of  woollens  be  made  up  Into  foldiers  cloaths, 
for  the  northern  army: 

That  the  bale  of  linens,  if  fit  for  foldiers  fhirts,  or  other  purpofes 
for  the  army,  be  made  up,  and  fent  to  the  northern  army;  if  not 
fuitable  for  public  ufe,  that  they  be  fold  to  the  beft  advantage. 

The  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Charles 
Roberts,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  read,  and  difagreed  to. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  pofl:poned. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Wednesday,  0£ioher  23,  1776. 

Congrefs  being  informed,  that  a  vefTel  from  London  to  Quebec, 
loaden  with  dry  goods,  among  which  are  a  quantity  of  blankets 
^nd  coarfe  cloths  fit  for  foldiers  cloathing,  was  lately  taken,  and 
brought  to  Rhode- Ifland  : 

Refohedf  That  governor  Cooke  be  requeued  immediately  to 
purchafe,  at  continental  expence,  for  the  ufe  of  the  army  under 
general  Wafliington,  all  the  faid  blankets  and  cloths;  that  the 
blankets  be  fent  to  gjeneral  Wafliington,  and  the  cloths  made  up, 
ao;reeable  to  the  direftions  of  brigadier  general  MiiHin,  quarter- 
mafl:er  general. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  of  cloathing  forward  the  above 
refoluticn,  and  acquaint  general  Wafliington  and  brigadier  general 
jMiiriin  therewith. 

Refohed,  That  two  more  brigadier  generals  be  appointed: 

The  ballots  bcinor  taken. 

Colonel  William  Maxwell,  and 

Colonel  William  Smallwood,  were  elefied. 

Certain  refolutions  paflTed  by  the  convention  of  Maryland,  re- 

fpe6ling 
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fpefting  the  raifing  the  eight  battah'ons  allotted  to  their  flate,  were 
laid  before  Congrefs,  and  read: 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three,  who 
are  direfted  to  report  an  anfwer  thereto. 

The  members  cbolen,  Mr.  Wilfon,  Mr.  Paine,  and  Mr.  Rutledge. 

Refoived,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war  to  confider  in 
what  way  Monf.  De  Roche  Fermoy  may  be  employed  in  the  fervice 
of  the  continent  : 

That  the  application  in  favour  of  lieutenant  Von  Hederich  be 
referred  to  the  board  of  war  : 

That  Samuel  Fairlamb's  account  be  referred  to  the  board  of 
trealury. 

The  committee  of  treafury  reported,  that  there  is  due. 

To  Jofeph  Borden,  Efq;  for  waggonage,  boat-hire,  &c.  tranf- 
porting  carpenters  and  their  baggage  from  Philadelphia  to  Powles- 
hook,  after  deducting  two  dollars,  and  the  fum  of  23  dollars  and 
thirty  ninetieths,  for  the  hire  of  a  four-horfe  team  of  William  Al- 
len,  dedudled  for  want  of  a  voucher,  and  two  dollars  paid  by  cap- 
tain Cafdorp,  94  dollars: 

That  they  have  examined  the  account  of  Elihu  Spencer,  for  his 
falary,  as  a  miffionary  to  North-Carolina,  from  the  14th  of  De- 
cember, 1775,  to  the  4th  of  May,  1776,  being  four  months  and 
21  days,  at  40  dollars  a  month,  186  dollars  and  forty-five  nine- 
tieths : 

That  the  faid  milnonary  ought  to  be  allowed,  in  addition  to 
his  falary,  16  dollars  per  month,  v/hich  is  75  dollars  and  eighteen 
ninetieths : 

That  he  received  a  warrant  of  the  20th  of  December  laft,  for 
120  dollars,  and  that  there  is  now  due  to  him  the  fum  of  141  dol- 
lars and  fixty-three  ninetieths: 

That  there  is  due  to  Alexander  M'Whorter,  miffionary  to  North 
Carolina,  for  the  like  time,  at  tiie  falary  of  40  dollars,  and  allow- 
ance of  16  dollars  a  month,  after  deducing  120  dollars  he  receiv- 
ed, the  fum  of  141  dollars  and  iixty-three  ninetieths; 

That  there  is  due  to  adjutant  Chriftian  Ferbiger  and  lieutenant 
Archibald  Steel,  and  to  be  paid  to  the  latter,  for  2  months  extra- 
ordinary pay  to  Ferbiger,  at  18  dollars  and  one  third, 

Dollars.  63.60  Ninetieths, 

For  two  months  ditto,  to  Steel  as  lieutenant, 
at  J  8  dollars,  36. 

For  8  months,'  22  days,  to  ditto,  as  adjutant, 
from  the  9th  of  November  to  the  ift  of  Aiiguft, 
1776,  at  18  dollars  and  ope  third,  —  160.10 

The  whole  amounting  to       —      Dollars  232.70  Ninetieths. 
That  there  is  due  to  John  Dunlap,  for  97  reams  of  cartridge- 
paper  fent  to  Ticonderoga,  323  dollars  and  thiify  ninetieths: 

To 


43^  Journals   o3f  Congress. 

To  Alexander  Rutherfordj  for  loo  bayonet  fcabbards  fupplied 
captain    R.   Falkner   of  the  5th  Virginia  regiment,  40  dollars; 

To  captain  Hendrick  Smock  for  expences  of  a  guard  and  pri- 
foners,  from  head  quarters  New-Jerfey  to  Philadelphia,  44  dollars 
and  eighteen  ninetieths : 

To  Rene  O.  H.  de  Rouville,  a  Canadian  prifoner,  for  his  al- 
lowance from  i6th  January  to  13th  Jaly  laft,  25  weeks  and  five 
fevenths,  at  2  dollars  a  week,  5  i  dollars  and  thirty-eight  ninetieths  : 

For  his  fervants  allowance,  25  weeks  and  five  fevenths,  34  dol- 
lars and  twenty-five  ninetieths : 

Amounting  to  85  dollars  and  fixty  three  ninetieths. 

Ordered^  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

Upon  application  of  the  delegates  of  Delaware, 

Refohedj  That  120  dollars  be  advanced  to  captain  John  Wcod- 
gate,  of  colonel  Patterfon's  battalion,  he  to  account  for  the  fame, 
with  the  pay  matter  of  the  faid  battalion. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideratlon  the  report  of  the  committee  on 
the  petition  of  colonel  M.  Hazen  ;  whereupon, 

Refolved,  That  the  fum  of  966  dollars  and  two  thirds  be  paid  to 
colonel  Mofes  Hazen  for  his  farming,  fmith's  and  potafh,  carpen- 
ter's, joindr's,  cooper's,  and  ftave  makers  tools,  and  for  anchors 
and  cables,  faid  to  be  taken  by,  and  appropriated  to  the  ufe  of 
tjie  army  under  general  Montgomery  : 

That  the  regiment  under  the  command  of  the  faid  colonel  Hazen 
remain  on  the  original  eftablifiiment  thereof,  and  be  recruited  to 
its  full  compliment  In  any  of  the  thirteen  United  States,  as  it  was 
upon  thefe  terms,  he  entered  into  the  fcrvice,  and  the  faid  regi- 
jnent  cannot  be  faid  to  belong  to  any  particular  ftate,  nor  to  be  a- 
ny  additional  expence  in  the  mode  of  officering  the  fame. 

The  feveral  matters  to-this  day  referred,  being  poftponed : 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Thursday,  Odoher  24,   1776. 

A  petition  from  William  Moore  and  one  from  WIlHam  Rigg, 
were  prefented  to  Congrefs  and  read. 

Ordered^  That  they  be  referred  to  the  marine  committee  ;  and 
that  the  faid  committee  furnifh  them  with  fubfiflance  during  their 
refidence  in  Philadelphia. 

Application  being  made  in  behalf  of  Samuel  Horlock  and 

Livingfton,  Efq;  for  leave  to  go  to  Bofton,  and  from  thence  back 
to  New-York. 

Refolvedf  That  leave  be  granted  them  on  giving  their  parole. 

Refolved,  That  an  order  for  133  dollars  and  one  third,  be  drawn 
on  the  treafurer,  in  favour  of  R.  Peters,  Efq;  fecretary  to  the 
board  of  war,  to  pay  for  a  light  waggon  purchafed  for  the  ufe  of 
the  Congrefs,  and  that  he  be  impowered  to  purchafe  another  light 
waggon. 

^  Refolvsdy 
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Refolved,  That  500  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  committee  ap- 
pointed to  contrad  with,  and  fend  an  active  -wharf-builder,  and 
proper  afliftants  to  general  Wafliington,  for  the  ufe  of  the  faid 
wharf-builders. 

Refolved,  That  the  board  of  war  be  directed  to  order  the  Virgi- 
nia battalions  to  march  to  Trenton,  and  there  halt  until  farther 
orders.       , 

A  reprefentatlon  from  the  council  of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania  to 
the  board  of  war,  was  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  memorial  from  D.  Franks  was  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read, 
dehring  leave,  for  himfelf  and  Patrick  Rice,  his  clerk,  to  go  to 
New-York,  in  order  to  lay  his  receipts  and  vouchers  for  the  provi- 
fions  furnifned  to  the  Britifh  prifoners,  before  the  commiifary- 
general,  and  obtain  certificates  to  be  prefented  to,  and  figned  by 
the  general  of  the  Britifh  forces,  without  which  he  cannot  be  re- 
imburfed. 

Refohed,  That  leave  be  granted  them  upon  giving  their  parole 
not  to  give  any  intelligence  to  the  enemy,  and  that  they  will  re- 
turn to  this  city. 

A  petition  of  Benjamin  Eyre  was  read. 

Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Lewis,  Mr.  Paine,  and  Mr.  F.  L, 
Lee. 

A  petition  from  captain  Anilruther,  a  prifoner,  and  one  from 
Simon  Carbolais,  were  read. 

Rejohedy   That  they  be  rejected. 

Refohed,  That  5000  dollars  be  advanced  to  E.  Blaine,  Efq; 
for  the  ufe  of  the  battalion  raifcd  on  the  weftern  frontiers  of  Penn- 
fylvania, he  to  be  accountable. 

The  feyeral  matters  to  this  day-  referred,  being  poftponed  : 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Friday,  Odober  25,   1776. 

A  letter  of  the  21ft  from  R.  H.  Harrifon  was  read  ;  alfo  a  cer-. 
tificate  from  brigadier-general  H.  Mercer  and  P.  Dickinfon,  in 
favour  of  the  reverend  John  Nevelling,  who  ofHciated  as  chaplain 
to  nine  battalions  of  New-Jerfey. 

Ordered,  That  the  certificate  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafu- 
ry,  and  that  they  inquire  how  long  Mr.  Nevelling  ofEciated,  as 
mentioned  in  the  faid  certiticate,  and  allow  him  for  his  fervices, 
^t  the  rate  of  50  dollars  a  month. 

A  petition  from  Alice  Brazier  and  daughter,  Hannah  Haynes 
and  Elizabeth  Bouve,  was  prefented  to  Congrefs  and  read. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

Refohed,  That  3000  dollars  be  advanced  to  colonel  Mofes 
Hazen  towards  inlifting  his  battalion,  he  to  be  accountable. 

A  letter 
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A  letter  of  the  20th  from  P.  Zabriilcie  and  J.  Morgan  wastcad. 
Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 
A  memorial  from  Mr.  Irwin  was  prefentedto  Congrefs  and  read. 
Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three,  and  that 

they  confer  with  the  council  of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania,  refpefting 

the  fame,,. and  report  thereon  to  Congrefs  ; 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  S.  Adams,  Mr.  Whipple,  and   Mr. 

Hart. 

The  committee. of  treafury  reported  that  there  is  due. 

To  Robert  Chafe,  late  commander  of  the  Gafpe  fhip   of  war, 

for  his  allowance  from  lit  March  to   24  Odober,    1776  inclufive, 

34  weeks,  at  2  dollars,  68  dollars. 

That  they  have  examined  an  account  exhibited  by  cap.tain  Rob. 

Clu^o-age,  for  fundry  articles  charged  to  him,  which  he  prays  an 

allowance  of,  and  that  he   ought  to  be  credited  for  the  following 

fams,  charged  in  the  Bedford  county  accounts,  viz. 

Drilling  for  haverfacks,  account  No.    i.  £  ^  •      S  '•    lO 

Part  of  articles  charged  in  account  No.   31.  i  :    13  :     6 

Cafli  paid  Bernard  Dougherty,  o,-   ^5  *     ^ 

An  overcharge  in  a  rifle  bought  of  \Vm.   Peeble,         o  ;    10  :      O 
A  charge  of  Ab.  Cable,-  Efq;  in   additional  ac-  7 

count  No.   2.  y    ^  *      '  '     "*■ 


Repairing  arms  charged   in  colonel  Irwin's  ac-7        .     ,. 
count  per  vouchers  N.   7  &  8.  ^    ^  •      -  •       5 

Occafional  expences  vv^hich  he  paid  for  his  com- 
pany, on  their  march  from  Bedford  to  Bofton 


9:     7:     9 


The  whole  amounting  to  82  dollars  and")  /  -2  t  •      t  • 

eighty-two  ninetieths.  $  i'  ^    ' 

To  John  Mitchel  for  expences  of  a  party  of  light  horfe,  going 
-with  money  from  Philadelphia  to  Ticonderoga,  a  ballance  of 
f  xi\  16:6,  and  for  coach  hire,  expences  &c.  for  himfelf  and 
Mr.  Dunlap  as  a  guard  with  general  Prefcot  and  brigadier-general 
M'Donald^and  their  two  fervants  to  New-York,  to  be  exchanged, 
/  78  :  17  :  6,  both  fum.s  amounting  to  ^  109  :  15  :  o,  equal  to 
292  dollars  and  fixty  ninetieths  : 

That  there  fhould  be  advanced  to  Mr.  Hodgkin  and  Mr.  Cron- 
fledt  two  midfhipmen  taken  prifoners,  three  weeks  allowance  each, 
at  2  dollars,    12  dollars  : 

To  Roger  Sherman,  Efq;  for  the  expences  of  the  committee 
appointed  to  enquire  into  the  ftate  of  the  army  at  New- York,  and 
two  fervants  ten  days  abfcnt,  76  dollars  and  feventy-ninetieths, 
to  be  paid  to  El  bridge  Gerry,   Efq; 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

Refohed,  That  two  months  pay  be  advanced  to  lieutenant  David 
Ziegler,  who  was  wounded,  and  is  come  to  Philadelphia  for  the 
purpofe  of  perfeding  his  cure. 

Refohed, 
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Refohedy  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  feveraf  aflfemblles  and 
conventions  of  the  United  States,  forthwith  to  import  or  other- 
wife  procure  full  fupplies  of  fire  arms,  bayonets,  brafs  or  other 
field  pieces,  powder,  lead,  flints,  medicines,  intrenching  tools, 
tent  cloth,  blankets  and  other  cloathing  for  fuch  of  their  militia, 
as  are  deficient  therein,  and  to  fend  to  the  board  of  war  and  ordi- 
nance, a  copy  of  their  refolutions  for  this  purpofe,  that  the  fame 
may  be  laid  before  Congrefs. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poflponed : 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

yioYiTtAY^  OSiober  28,    1776. 

Refolvedy  That  1000  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  committee  ap- 
pointed to  engage  wharf-builders,  for  the  ufe  of  the  workmen  en- 
gaged, and  that  they  render  an  account  of  the  expenditure. 

A  letter  of  the  17th  from  general  Schuyler  was  read,  together 
with  the  report  of  a  court  of  inquiry  appointed  to  difcover  what 
ftores  were  on  board  the  enemy's  fleet  taken  in  the  river  St.  Law- 
rence. 

Ordered,  That  the  report  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

A  letter  of  the  6th  from  brigadier  Andrew  Lewis  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  petition  from  William  Savage,  Thomas  Corbett,  and  John 
Scott,  in  behalf  of  William  Wilfon,  together  with  fundry  papers 
therein  referred  to,  were  read,  and  referred  to  the  marine  com- 
mttee. 

A  letter  of  the  i6th  from  the  convention  of  New- York,  and  a 
letter  from  Thomas  Cufhing,  dated  in  Auguft,  were  read  : 

Ordered^  That  the  lafl:  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  indian 
affairs. 

Refolved^  That  M.du  Boys,  upon  refigning  his  commiffion,  have 
leave  to  return  to  Martinico. 

Congrefs  being  informed  that  certain  perfons  were  bufy  in  mo- 
nopolizing and  engroffing  the  articles  neceflary  for  the  army,  with 
a  view  to  enhance  their  price,  and  prevent  the  army  from  being 
fupplied  ; 

Refolved^  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  inquire  in- 
to this  matter,  and  report  thereon  to  Congrefs  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Wythe,  Mr.  Gerry,  and  Mr.  Rut- 
ledge. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  memorial  of  Matthew  Irvine  was 
referred,  reported,  that  they  have  conferred  with  the  council  of 
fafety  of  Pennfylvania,  who  fay,  they  have  fome  fait,  the  quanti- 
ty they  cannot  afcertain,  which  they  are  willing  to  fell  for  the  ufe 
of  the  army  : 

Ordered  ^'X\idX  the  faid  committee  apply  to  the  council  of  fafety, 

I   3  and 
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and  requeft  them  to  fell  to  Mr.  M.  Irwin,  for  the  ufe  of  the  army, 
as  much  fait  as  they  can  poffibly  fpare. 

The  marine  committee  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  read ; 
whereupon, 

Refohed^  That  the  marine  committee  be  impowered  to  employ 
fuch  perfons  as  they  fnall  think  proper,  to  execute  the  bulinefs  in- 
truded to  them,  and  report  their  names  to  Congrefs  : 

That  the  farther  confideration  of  the  report  be  poftponed  till  to- 


morrow. 


The  committee  of  treafury  reported  that  there  is  due, 

To  Thomas  Dunahoo,  a  Canadian  prifoner,  for  his  allowance 
from  13th  July  to  25th  October,  inftant,  fifteen  weeks,  at  i  dollar 
and  one  third  a  week,   20  dollars  : 

To  capt.  Vv^iiliam  Brady  of  the  late  col.  Stevenfon's  battalion, 
for  twelve  riffies  purchafed  by  him  for  the  ufe  of  his  company^ 
177  dollars  : 

Ordsred^  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed  : 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Tuesday,  OBoher  29.  1776. 

Congrefs  being  informed  that  Tim.  Dodd,  an  exprefs  from 
Boilon,  who  was  intrulted  with  difpatches  from  general  Waihing- 
ton,  has  had  them  llolen  from  him  at  Briftol  in  this  ftate  ; 

Refoiued iThzX.  a  committee  of  two  be  appointed  with  powers  to 
make  every  neceiTary  inquiry,  and  to  take  every  neceffary  ftep,  they 
think  proper,  for  the  recovery  of  the  faid  difpatches,  and  the  dif- 
covery  of  the  perfon  or  perfons  by  whom  faid  papers  were  llolen  ; 
that,  if  they  have  good  reafon  to  fufpe£L  any  perfon  or  perfons, 
they  immediately  fecure  them  till  the  further  orders  of  Congrefs, 
and  return  their  names  with  the  caufes  of  fufpicion  to  this  houfe  ; 
that  they  difpofe  of  the  continental  prifoners  at  Briftol  in  fuch  - 
manner  as  they  (hall  think  beft : 

That  all  civil  officers  be  requefted,  and  all  continental  military- 
officers  be  ordered,  to  afford  every  alTiftance  that  may  be  required 
by  the  faid  committee. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Wilfon,  and  Mr.  Hopkinfon. 

Refohed,  That  col.  Cadwallader  and  col.  Bayard  be  requefted  to 
accompany  the  faid  committee  to  Briftol. 

Refolved,  That  40,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  Mr.  J.  Meafe  for 
the  public  fervice;  he  to  be  accountable. 

That  6000  dollars  be  advanced  to  col.  Buckner  of  the  6th  Vir- 
ginia battalion,  for  the  ufe  of  the  faid  battahon  ;  he  to  be  account- 
able. 

Refolved,  That  Charles  Hughes  have  leave  to  go  to  the  Weft* 
indies  in  the  fchooner  Thiftle. 

A  letter  from  Mr  Bache  was  read ; 

Ordered^ 
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Ordered i  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three.  ] 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Wythe,  Mr.  Paine,  and  Mr.  Llving- 
fton. 

Whereas  the  fortifying  the  entrance  of  the  river  of  cape  Fear,  in 
the  ftate  of  North-Carolina,  will  tend  greatly  to  the  advantage  and 
fecurity  of  that  Hate,  by  furnifhing  a  fafe  harbour  for  foreigners, 
and  excluding  tlie  enemy's  fhips. 

Refohed^  therefore,  Th?t  it  be  recommended  to  tlie  convention 
of  the  ftate  of  North-Carolina,  to  fortify  and  fecure  immediately, 
at  the  expence  of  their  Hate,  the  entrance  of  the  faid  river,  by 
erecting  batteries  and  other  works  of  defence,  by  placing  obilruc- 
tions  in  proper  parts  of  the  faid  river,  and  purfuing  fuch  ether 
meafures  as  in  their  opinion  will  beil  conduce  to  prevent  the  intro- 
du6lion  of  the  enemy's  fnips,  and  protect  the  trade  of  the  faid  ftate  | 
and  in  cafe  heavy  cannon  cannot  be  procured  in  the  ftate  of  North- 
Carolina,  it  is  further  recomm.ended  to  the  faid  convention  to  ap- 
ply to  the  ftate  of  South-Carolina,  requefting  the  loan  of  fuch  can- 
non as  they  can  fpare  from  their  own  neceffities,  who,  it  is  not 
doubted,  will  contribute  as  far  as  may  be  in  their  power  to  accom- 
plifti  a  purpofe  which  will  be  of  general  utility  to  the  fouthera 
Hates. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  report  of  the  marine 
committee;  \vhereupon, 

Refolved^  That  no  private  (hips  or  veflels  of  war,  merchant  ftiips/ 
or  otner  vefiels  belonging  to  the  fubjedts  of  thefe  ftates,  be  permit- 
ted to  wear  pendants  when  in  company  with  continental  Hups  or 
veflels  of  war,  without  leave  from  the  commanding  ofiicer  thereof. 

That,  if  any  merchant  ftiip  or  vefiel  fliall  wear  pendants  in  com- 
pany with  continental  ftiips  or  veiTels  of  vvrar,  without  leave  from 
the  commander  thereof,  fuch  commander  be  authorifed  £0  take 
away  the  pendant  from  the  offender. 

That,  if  private  ftiips  or  veflels  of  war  refufe  to  pay  the  refpe6l 
due  to  the  continental  fliips  or  veflels  of  war,  the  captain  or  com- 
mander fo  refnfing  fliall  lofe  his  commiffion. 

Refohed,  That  the  farther  confideration  of  the  report  be  poft- 
poned  till  to-morrow. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed ; 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Wednesday,  October  30,   1776.  ^ 

The  committee  of  treafury  reported  that  there  is  due. 
To  Mr.  Allen,  for  his  expences  while  detained  here  for  the  pur- 
pofe of  taking  charge  of  the  m.oney   for  Virginia,  the  fura  ot  17 
dollars  and  twenty  ninetieths  : 

That  a  farther  fum  of  77  dollars  and  forty -fix  dollars  be  paid  to 
Mr.  Fairlamb,   which    will  be  the  baHance  due  to   him  on  his  ac- 
count as  it  now  ftands,  exclufive  of  his  requeft  for  a  farther  allow- 
ance 
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ance  on  the  ration  ftipulation  in  his  contrad:,  and  of  twenty-feve 
chords  of  wood,  not  allowed  for  want  of  vouchers  : 

Ordered,  That  the  above  accounts  be  paid. 

Refolved,  That  the  fum  of  30  dollars  be  paid  to  captain  Moore, 
to  enable  him  to  proceed  to  Europe. 

A  letter  of  this  day  from  colonel  M.  Hazen  was  read  ;  alfo,  a 
petition  from  Andrew  Stalker,  late  commander  of  the  brig  Three 
Friends,  praying  for  leave  to  depart  the  flates  of  America,  and 
revifit  his  native  country. 

Refolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  granted. 

A  petition  from  John  Tillman  v^^as  read. 

A  letter  of  the  25th  from  governor  Livingfton  was  read  and  re- 
ferred to  Dr.  Rufh,  Mr.  Rofs,  and  Mr.  Lynch. 

Refolved i  That  2000  dollars  be  advanced  to  colonel  Scott  of  the 
fifth  Virginia  battalion,  for  the  ufe  of  the  faid  battalion,  he  to  be 
accountable. 

Refolved,  That  2000  dollars  be  advanced  to  colonel  Haufegger 
of  the  German  battalion,  for  the  ufe  of  the  faid  battalion,  he  to  be 
accountable. 

The  board  of  war  having  recommended  Jacob  Myle  to  be  quar- 
ter mafter,  and  Eberhart  Michael  paymafter  to  the  German  batta- 
lion; 

Refolved,  That  they  be  accepted,  and  commiffions  granted  to 
them  accordingly. 

Mr.  Duche  having  by  a  letter  tg  the  prefident,  acknowledged 
his  obligations  for  the  kind  m.anner  in  which  Congrefs  have  ex- 
prefTed  their  approbation  of  his  fervice,  and  requeiled,  as  he  ac- 
cepted their  appointment  from  motives  perfeftly  difmterefted,  that 
that  the  150  dollars  voted  to  him,  may  be  applied  to  the  relief  of 
tihe  widows  and  children  of  fuch  of  the  Pennfylvania  officers,  as 
have  fallen  in  battle  in  the  fervice  of  their  country  : 
X  Refolved,  That  the  money  be  depofited  with  the  council  of  fafe- 
ty  of  Pennfylvania,  to  be  applied  agreeable  to  the  requeft  of  Mr. 
Duche. 

A  memorial  from  Robert  Jewell  was  read- 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  governor  Li- 
vingfton's  letter. 

Refolved,  That  133  dollars  and  one  third  be  advanced  to  Evans 
and  Stretch,  the  commanding  officers  of  the  guard  going  with  mo- 
ney and  cloathing  for  the  northern  army,  they  to  be  accountable. 

The  committee  of  treafury  reported  that  there  is  due. 

To  Monf,  Pierre  Gamelin,  a  prifonerfrom  Canada,  for  his  al- 
lowance from  26th  March  to  28th  Odober  inclufive,  being  ^i 
weeks,  at  2  dollars  a  week,  62  dollars: 

To  Marcus  Lucullus  Ryal,  a  prifoner,  for  his  allowance  from 
2 2d  Auguft  to  24th  October  inclufive,  9  weeks,  at  2  dollars,  18 
dollars : 

To 
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To  lieutenant  Jacob  Schalch,  a  prifoner,  for  his  allowance 
from  19th  July  to  25th  Oclober  inclufive,  14  weeks,  at  2  dollars, 
28  dollars  : 

To  Dr.  James  Gill,  a  prifoner,  for  his  allowance  from  19th 
July  to  2cth  Cdober  inclufive,  14  weeks,  at  2  dollars,  28  dol- 
lars : 

To  lieutenant  Simon  Evans,  a  prifoner,  for  his  allowance  from 
23  Augull  to  18th  October  inclufive,  8  weeks,  at  2  dollars,  16 
dollars  : 

To  Pelatiah  Webtter,  for  200  lb.  rhubarb,  6co  dollars  : 

To  Alexander  Middletcn,  of  the  5th  Virginia  battalion,  for  his 
account  of  medicines,  board,  nurling  and  neceffaries  for  the  fick 
of  the  faid  battalion,  86  dollars  and  fixty  ninetieths  ; 

Ordered^  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

The  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  refolutions  of  the 
convention  of  Maryland,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  in- 
to confideration  ;  whereupon, 

Re/olved^  That  the  prefident  write  to  the  convention  of  Mary- 
land, and  inform  them,  that  their  refolutions  relative  to  their  pay- 
ing ten  dollars  in  lieu  of  the  100  acres  of  land,  determined  by* 
Congrefs  to  be  given  to  fuch  non-commifiioned  officers  and  fol- 
diers  as  fhall  inliil  to  ferve  during  the  war,  will  in  the  opinion  of 
this  houfe,  if  carried  into  execution,  prove  extremely  detrimental 
to  thefe  Hates,  as  it  will  in  all  probability  induce  fuch  foldiers  as 
are  to  ccmpofe  the  remainder  of  the  levies  to  require  aa  equal  funt 
from  the  United  States,  and  by  refufing  to  inlift  until  their  de- 
mands fliall  be  complied  with,  compel  the  Congrefs  to  the  imme- 
diate payment  of  an  additional  bounty  far  beyond  what  is  reafona- 
ble  : 

That  this  houfe  being  fatisfied  with  the  propriety  of  offering 
land  to  the  foldiery,  as  an  inducement  to  inlift  in  the  fervice,  can- 
not refcind  the  faid  refolution,  and  are  of  opinion,  that  the  faith 
which  this  houfe  by  virtue  of  the  power  with  which  they  were 
veiled,  has  plighted,  muft  be  obligatory  upon  their  conftituents; 
that  no  one  ftate  can  by  its  own  aft  be  relcafed  therefrom,  and 
that  the  intereft  of  the  United  States  would  be  deeply  and  inju- 
rioufly  affedled  ;  fhould  the  Congrefs  at  this  time  confent  to  a 
compromife  between  any  ftate  and  the  forces  to  be  by  them  raifed: 

That  the-  faid  convention  by  their  faid  refolutions  feem  to  ap- 
prehend, that  their  ftate  would  be  obliged  in  their  individual  capa- 
city, to  make  good  the  bounty  of  land  hereafter  to  be  ^iven  to  the 
foldiery  ;  w^hereas  it  was  the  intention  of  Congrefs  to  provide  the 
faid  land  at  the  expence  of  the  United  States  : 

That  the  faid  convention  be  rtqueftcd  to  reconfder  the  faid  re- 
folutions, and  to  give  to  their  commifiioners  appointed  to  repair 
to  the  camp,  fuch  inftruftions  as  will  enable  them  to   carry  into 
execution  the  views  of  Congrefs ;  That  the  faid  convention  be  in- 
formed, 
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formed,  that  the  paymafter-general  has  been  furnifhed  with  a  fum 
of  money  for  the  purpofe  of  paying  the  bounty  of  20  doHars  or- 
dered by  Congrefs  to  fuch  foldiers  as  fliall  inhft  to  ferve  the  United 
States  during  the  war. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  report  of  the  marine  committee  ;  where- 
upon, 

Refolved^  That  the  rank  of  officers  of  marines  be  the  fame  as  of- 
ficers of  fimilar  commiffions  in  the  land  fervice  : 

That  the  commanders,  officers,  feamen  and  marines  in  the  con- 
tinental navy,  be  intitled  to  one  half  of  merchantmen,  tranfports 
and  lloreftiips  by  them  taken,  from  and  after  the  lirft  day  of  No- 
vember, 1776,  to  be  divided  amongft  them  in  the  fhares  and  pro- 
portions fixed  by  former  refolutions  of  Congrefs  : 

That  the  commanders,  officers,  feamen  and  marines  in  the  con- 
tinental navy,  be  intitled  to  the  whole  value  of  all  fhips  and  vefTels 
of  war  belonging  to  the  crown  of  Great-  Britain  by  them  made 
prize  of,  and  all  privateers  authorifed  by  his  Britannic  majefty  to 
war  againil  thefe  ftates,  to  be  divided  as  aforefaid. 

Rejolved,  That  the  part  of  the  report  relative  to  the  rank  and 
pay  of  naval  officers,  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Morris,  Mr.  Whipple  and  Mr.  R. 
H.  Lee. 

Refolvedy  That  the  remainder  of  the  report  be  recommitted. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poitponed  : 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Thursday,  Ocloher  31,.  T776. 

A  letter  of  the  28th  from  general  Green  was  read. 

Ordered t  That  it  be  referrred  to  the  committee  of  intelligence. 

Refohed,  That   2000  dollars   be  advanced  to   colonel   Zabulon 
Butler,  for  the   ufe   cF  the  two   companies  raifed  in  the  town  of' 
Weflmoreland,  he  to  be  accountable  : 

That  leave  be  granted  to  colonel  Z.  Butler  or  his  agent  to  pur- 
chafe  of  the  fait  belonging  to  the  continent  fifty  bufhels,  for  the  ufe 
of  the  continental  troops  raifed  in  Weflmoreland. 

A  letter  of  the  29th  from  R.  Harrifon  the  general's  fecretary 
was  read. 

The  committee  appointed  to  make  ftrid  inquiry  refpeding  fom& 
late  difpstches  from  head  quarters,  faid  to  have  been  loft  on  Mon- 
day laft  at  Briftol  ;  reported, 

That  they  have  purfued  every  probable  method,  that  might  lead 
to  a  difcovery  of  the  faid  difpatches,  without  effeft  ;  -that  they 
have  ftrlclly  and  carefully  examined  every  perfon,  who  could  be 
fuppofed  to  have  any  knowledge  of  the  circumftances  related  by 
the  exprefs,  charged  with  the  faid  difpatches  refpecling  his  lofs, 
but  can  difcover  no  traces  of  the  robbery  or  {lealth  ;  that  the  faid 
exprefs  does  not  give  fo  clear  and  fatisfaclory  an  account  of  this 

matter 
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matter  as  full  to  exculpate  himfelf  in  the  opinion  of  this  committee> 
and  that  they  have  therefore  brought  him  back  for  the  farther  ex- 
amination of  Corjgrefs  ;  whereupon, 

Rejllvedi  That  Timothy  Dod,  who  had  charge  of  the  difpatch- 
es  from  general  Wafliington,  and  alledges  he  loft  them  at  Briftol, 
be  committed  to  the  cullody  of  R.  Jewell,  keeper  of  the  public 
prifon,  to  be  fafely  kept  till  farther  orders  of  Congrefs  : 

That  Mr.  Jewell  be  dire6i;ed  to  keep  Timothy  Dodd  in  his  own 
apartments  and  family,  and  not  to  permit  any  of  the  prifoners, 
nor  any  perfon,  except  thofe  of  his  own  family,  to  converfe  with 
him,  till  farther  orders  of  Congrefs. 

Refolvedi  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  prepare  an 
cfFeftual  plan  for  fuppreffing  the  internal  enemies  of  America,  and 
preventing  a  communication  of  intelligence  to  our  other  enemies. 

The  members  chofe,  Mr.  S.  Adams,  Mr,  Wythe,  Mr.  R.  H. 
Lee,  Mr.  Wilfon,  and  Mr.  Rofs. 

Ordered^  That  the  board  of  war  remove  the  prifoners  from  Brif- 
tol, and  the  public  poll  roads,  to  fome  convenient  places  back  in 
the  country  : 

That  they  have  a  fufficlent  guard  kept  at  the  public  pri-fon,  and 
over  the  continental  ftores  in  and  near  Philadelphia. 

Whereas  it  has  been  reprefen^d  to  Congrefs,  that  fundry  inha- 
bitants of  thefe  United  States,  to  keep  fupplies  from  the  army,  or 
promote  their  own  intereft,have  purchafed  confiderable  quantities 
oi  clothing,  and  refufe  to  difpofe  of  the  fame,  uniefb  upon  extra- 
vagant or  unreafonable  terms ; 

Refolvcdy  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  affemblies,  conventi- 
ons, councils  or  committees  of  fafety  ol  the  feveral  ftates,  forth- 
with to  take  fuitable  meafures  for  the  obtaining  for  the  ufe  of  the 
army,  fuch  nec^ffary  articles,  as  being  thus  engrofied  in  their  re- 
fpeftive  ftates,  cannot  be  otherwife  immediately  procured,  allow- 
ing to  the  owners  reafonable  prices  for  the  fame  ;  and  that  laws  be 
provided  in  each  of  the  ftates,  for  effedlually  preventing  monoplies 
of  neceffaries  for  the  army,  or  inhabitants  of  the  fame. 

Ordered^  That  the  committee  to  whom  Mr.  Bache's  letter  was 
referred,  report,  as  foon  as  pofiible,  ways  and  means  of  eftablifh- 
ing  expreffes,  and  conveying  intelligence  to  and  from  the  army, 
with  fafety  and  difpatch. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  beinp-  poftponed  : 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Fr  I  d  a  y  ,  Novemher  1,1776.- 
Refohed^h^it  3000  dollarsbe  paid  to  Acklam  Ronfield,  or  order, 
and  charged  to  the  account  of  J.  Trumbull,  Efq;  deputy  pay-maf- 
ter  general  in  th^  northern  department,  the  fame  being  in  full  of  a 
di-aught  in  his  favour  by  the  faid  J.  Trumbull,  dated  at  Albany, 
i5th  Odober^  ^11^* 

The 


440  Journals   of  Congress. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  "which  was  taken  Into 
confideration  ;   whereupon, 

Refohed^  That  commiffions  be  granted  to  fill  up  the  vacancies  in 
the  fourth  fifth  and  fixth  Virginia  battalions,  agreeable  to  the  lift 
given  in  to  the  board  of  war  by  general  Stephens. 

Refohed.^  That  3000  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  delegates  of 
Georgia,  for  the  ufe  of  that  Hate;  the  faid  delegates  to  be  account- 
able. 

A  petition  from  fundry  fhip-jolners  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  mar  me  committee. 

Ordered,  That  the  board  of  war  direct  four  companies  of  the 
Virginia  battalion  on  the  eaftern  fhore,  to  march  under  the  com- 
mand of  a  field  officer  to  Dover,  in  Delaware  government,  and 
there  remain  till  further  orders. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  committee  on 
the  ways  and  means  of  fupplying  the  treafury  ;    whereupon, 

Refolved,  That  a  fum  of  money  be  ralfed  by  way  of  lottery,  for 
defraying  the  expences  of  the  next  campaign,  the  lottery  to  be 
drawn  in  Philadelphia: 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  who  brought  in  the  report,  prepare 
the  plan  of  a  lottery,  fix  the  number  of  managers,  and  the  fecurlty 
by  them  to  be  given,  and  report  to  Congrefs. 

Refolved,  That  the  farther  confideration  of  the  report  be  poft- 
poned  till  to-morrow. 

Ordered,  That  the  board  of  treafury  lay  before  Congrefs  once 
every  week  an  account  of  what  part  of  the  lail  emiffion  of  money 
remains  unexpended. 

Ordered,  That  the  board  of  war  fupply  the  delegates  of  Geor- 
gia, for  the  ufe  of  that  flate,  with  a  quantity  of  military  (lores, 
firft  informing  Congrefs  of  the  quantity  applied  for. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed  : 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Saturday,  Novemher  2,   1776. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  report  of  the  commit- 
tee on  the  ways  aud  means  of  fupplying  the  treafury  ;    whereupon, 

Refolved,  That  the  board  of  treafury  be  direfted  to  prepare  all 
the  materials,  and  to  have  ready  for  a  new  emifiion,  five  millions 
of  dollars,  to  be  Ifiued  when  Congrefs  (hall  direct: 

That  five  hundred  thoufand  dollars  be  fpeedily  Iffued  in  fmall 
bills  of  two  thirds,  one  third,  one  fixth,  and  one  ninth  of  a  dollar. 

A  pctiLion  from  John  Bates  v/as  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  who  contraded 
with  hira. 

Refolved,  That  3000  dollars  be  advanced  to  colonel  Mofes  Ha- 

zen,  for  recruiting  his  regiment;  he  to  be  accountable. 

The  committee  of  treafury  reported  that  there  is  due. 

To 
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To  Ifaac  Dennis,  and  to  be  paid  to  Francis  Lewis,  Efq.  for 
dieting  eighty  men,  and  oats,  &c.  for  horfes,  of  capt,  Thomas 
Price's  company,  in  New -York  government,  13  dollars  and  fixty 
feven  ninetieths  : 

To  Bartholomew  Van  Keer,  for  his  pay  as  brigade-major,  from 
20th  June  to  20th  October,  four  months  at  33  dollars,  132  dollars. 

Orderedy  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

The  committee  to  whom  governor  Livingfton's  letter  was  refer- 
red, brought  in  a  report,  which  was  read: 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Refolvedf  That  Congrefs  will  on  Monday  next  confider  the  appli- 
cation for  employing.  M.  Roche  de  Fermoy  in  the  continental  Ser- 
vice. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed  : 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

Monday,  November  a^^   1776. 
The   hon.   Matthew   Thornton,  Efq;    a  delegate  from  New- 
Hampihire,  attended,  and  produced  his  credentials,  which  were 
read,  as  follows  : 

"   State  of  Nenu-HanipJhirSf  Inthe  Houje  of  Reprefentatlvesy 

Sept,  12.    1776. 
Voted,  That  the  hon.  Matthew  Thornton,  Efq.  be,  and  hereby 
is  appointed  a  delegate   to  reprefent  this  ftate  at  the  Continental 
Congrefs  for  ope  year  next  enfuing.     Sent  up  for  concurrence. 

P.  White,  Speaker^ 
In  Council 3  Rod  em  Die, 
*  Read  and  concurred. 

E.  Thompson,  Sec. 
A  copy,  examined  hy  E.Thompson,  Secretary,'''' 

Two  letters  of  the  25th  OAober,  and  ifl  Nov.  from  R.  H.  Har- 
rifon  ;  one  from  R.  Stockton  and  G.  Clymer  of  the  26th  Oclober; 
one  of  the  23d  from  general  Schuyler  at  Saratoga,  were  laid  be- 
fore Congrefs  and  read  : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 
A  letter  of  the  19th  OcStober  from  G.  Mafon,  chairman  of  the 
committee  of  Fairfax  county  in  Virginia,  inclofing  a  refolution  of 
the  council  of  Virginia,  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  board  of  war.  - 

Whereas  it  is  manifeft,  that  unlefs  efFedlual  meafures  are  imme- 
diately taken  for  re-inlifting  the  ^my,  the  fafety  of  the  ftates 
may  be  greatly  endangered; 

Refolved,  That  the  prefident  Write  to  the  commander  in  chief, 
and  inform  him,  that  if  upon  receipt  of  this  refolution,  commiffi- 
oners  from  the  refpedlive  ftates^  for  the  purpofe  of  appointing  offi- 
cers, fhall  not  have  arrived,  he  is  then,  after  confulting  and  advif- 
ing  with  fuch  of  his  generals  as  he  can  conveniently  call  together, 
immediately  to  grant  warrants  to  fuch  of  the  ofhcers  from  the  re- 

K  3  fpe6liv^ 
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fpeftlve  Hates,  which  have  not  commiflioners  prefent  .authorlfed  as 
aforefaid,  as  he  (hall  think  deferving  of  commiffions, 

That  the  officers  fo  to  be  appointed  proceed  with  the  utmoft 
expedition  to  recruit  their  regiments  to  their  full  complement; 

That  commiffions  be  fent  to  general  Wafhington  as  foon  as  pof- 
fible,  to  be  given  to  fuch  officers  as  he  fhall  appoint  by  warrants, 
in  confequence  of  the  foregoing  refolution  : 

That  the  commander  in  chief  be  defired  to  take  fuch  fteps  as  he 
flmli  think  moll  proper  for  continuing  the  militia  now  in  camp. 
That  for  this  purpofe  he  write  to  fuch  of  the  dates  as  now  have 
militia  in  the  government  of  New-York,  requeuing  their  affiftance 
in  this  buiinefs ;  and  that  he  be  farther  defired,  to  apply  to  the 
neighbouring  Hates  for  fuch  additional  aid  as  he  may  require  ; 

That  a  letter  to  the  fame  import  be  written  to  general  Schuyler. 

The  committee,  to  whom  the  letter  from  T.  Cufhing  was  refer- 
red, brought  in  a  report  which  was  read. 

It  being  reprefented  that  fome  of  the  marines  in  the  barracks,- 
are  lick, 

Refolved,  That  Dr.  Rulh  be  deiired  to  take  them  under  his 
care  ;  and  fee  that  they  be  properly  provided  for. 

Refolved,  That  Mr.  Hooper  be  added  to  the  committee  to 
whom  Mr.  Bache's  letter  was  referred,  and  that  the  faid  committee 
be  directed  to  meet  on  that  bufinefs  this  evening  at  this  place. 

Refolved,  That  the  waggon  mailer  general  be  dire6led  to  take 
charge  of  the  horfes  belonging  to  the  continent,  and  prepare  them 
for  fervice,  as  foon  as  poffible. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed  : 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  tO'  morrow. 

Tuesday,  Nove??iher  5,   1776. 

Benjamin  Harrifon,  Efq;  a  delegate   from   Virginia   attended, 
and  produced  the  credentials  of  his  appointment,  which  were  read 
as  follows  ; 
"  Virginia.   In  the  Hoiife  of  Delegates,  Thurfday,  061  10,    1776. 

The  houfe  according  to  the  order  of  the  day  proceeded  by  ballot 
to  the  appointment  of  a  delegate,  to  reprefent  this  ftate,  in  general 
Congrefs,  in  the  room  of  Thomas  JefFerfon,  Efq;  and  the  mem- 
bers having  prepared  tickets  for  the  perfon  to  be  appointed,  and 
put  the  fame  into  a  box,  a  committee  was  appointed  to  ex;^mine 
the  fame,  who  reported,  that  they  had  met  a  committee  from  the 
fenate  in  the  conference  room,  and  had  jointly  with  them  examin- 
ed the  ballot  boxes,  and  that  the  numbers  appeared  as  follows,  for 
Benjamin  Harrifon,  Efq;  69,  Merev/ether  Smith,  Efq;   5. 

Refolved  therefore,.  That  the  faid  Benjamin  Harrifon  be  ap- 
pointed a  delegate    to   reprefent   this   Hate  in    general    Congrefs. 

Refolved  unanimoufy, Thdit  the  thanks  of  this  houfe  are  juflly  due 
to  the  faid  Benjamin  Harrifon,  for  the  diligence,  ability  and  integri- 


November,   i77<5.  44^ 

ty,  with  which  he  executed  the  important  truft  repofed  in  him,  as 
one  of  the  delegates  from  this  country  to  the  general  Congrefs. 
A  copy  ^  John  Tazewell,  Clk.  of  the  Hoiife  of  Delegafer.'^ 

Refohedi  That  Mr.  Harriion  be  added  to  the  board  of  war,  and 
that  he  be  continued  in  all  thofe  Handing  committees,  of  which 
he  was  a  member,  when  he  left  Ct)ngrefs. 

A  letter  of  the  3  ill  October  from  R.  H.  Harrifon  was  read. 

The  board  of  treafury  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  in- 
to confideration  ;  whereupon, 

Refolvedy  That  all  accounts  for  fervices  done,  or  articles  fup- 
plicd  the  northern  army,  be  prefented  to  the  commiffioners  for 
fettling  accounts,  and  fo  much  thereof  as  is  approved  by  them, 
and  confirmed  by  the  general,  be  paid  by  his  warrants  on  the 
paymafter;  after  the  commiffioners  have  certified  thereon,  that 
the  accounts  and  vouchers  are  returned  to  them  by  the  perfons  re- 
ceiving fuch  warrants  : 

That  all  warrants  of  the  general  on  the  paymailer  for  lervices  to 
be  performed,  or  articles  to  be  fupplicd  be  fent  bv  the  paymafter 
to  the  office,  and  entered  in  the  books  of  the  commiffioners  ;  after 
which,  the  faid  commiffioners  (hall,  as  foon  as  they  fhall  judge 
expedient,  call  to  account  the  perfons  receiving  fuch  advances, 
and  having  fettled  the  faid  accounts,  they  fliall  be  filed  in  their  of- 
fice : 

That  when  any  ballance  appears  to  be  due  to  the  United  States, 
from  perfons,  whofe  accounts  are  adjufted  as  aforefaid,  they  fliall 
be  received  by  the  commiffioners  and -delivered  to  the  paymafter, 
whofe  receipts  therefore  fliall  be  tranfmitted  to  the  treafury  : 

That  the  commiffioners  be  impowered  to  adminifter  oaths  or  af- 
firmations to  perfons  examined  by  them  in  the  execution  of  th'eir 
office  : 

That  the  general's  and  paymafters  accounts  be  fent  to  the  trea- 
fury office  by  the  commiffioners,  together  with  the  pay  rolls  and 
accounts  difcharged  by  the  fame  ; — upon  their  adjuftine  the  ac- 
counts of  the  northern  army  to  the  end  of  the  prefent  campaip-n. 

Refohed,  That  the  commiffioners  appointed  to  fettle  the  ac- 
counts of  the  army  near  New-York,  be  dire6led  to  govern  their 
conduft  agreeable  to  the  foregoing  refolutions. 

Refolved,  That  the  following  inftruftions  be  given  to  the  com- 
miffioners of  the  northern  army  : 

1.  That  in  adjufting  the  accounts  of  perfons,  whofe  particular 
circumftances  may  have  rendered  them  unable  to  procure  vouchers, 
or  that  on  the  retreat  of  the  army  have  loft  the  fame,  the  commif- 
fioners endeavour  to  obtain  the  beft  information  from  the  c^eneral 
officers,  or  other  perfons  in  that  department,  andufe  a  dllcretio- 
nary  power  in  adminiftering  oaths  or  affirmations  for  this  purpofe. 

2.  That  there  not  having  been  a  mufter-mafter  in  the  northern 
army   during  the  laft   and  prefent   campaign,  the  commiffioners 

particularly 
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particularly  attend  to  the  pay  rolls  that  fhall  be  produced  as  vouch- 
ers by  the  paymafter,  and  fhould  any  faults  appear,  report  them 
to  the  general,  that  the  fame  may  be  thoroughly  inveftigatcd. 

3.  That  in  other  inltances,  the  commiffioncrs  do  not  interfere 
with  the  raufter  or  pay-rolls,  unlefs  in  particular  cafes,  it  (hall  be 
judged  expedient  by  the  general  and  themfelves. 

4.  That  the  commiflioners  do  not  concern  themfelves  in  dif- 
putes  about  back  rations  or  allowances  for  vegetables  faid  to  be 
due  to  fome  officers  and  foldiers,  but  leave  them  writh  the  commif- 
fary,  whofe  bufinefs  it  is  to  regulate  fuch  difputes. 

5 .  That  v^here  any  perfon  has  done  the  duty  of  a  deputy  or  af- 
fiftant  commiffary,  by  delire  of  a  general  officer,  or  the  commiffary 
or  deputy  commiffary  generals,  he  be  allowed  for  his  fervices,  al- 
though he  has  not  received  a  commiffion  for  that  purpofe. 

6.  That  demands  for  defending  the  frontiers  of  any  of  the  ftates, 
if  on  account  of  troops  not  raifed  by  order  of  Congrefs,  be  not 
confidered  by  the  commiffioncrs. 

7.  That  the  commiffioncrs  certify  to  the  general  the  accounts 
to  be  paid  in  fpecie,  that  if  the  military  cheft  is  fupplied,  the  ge- 
neral may  iffue  his  warrants  accordingly. 

8.  That  the  commiffioncrs  fend  to  the  ftate  of  New-Jerfey,  and 
to  the  ilates  to  the  eaftward  thereof,  if  fuch  accounts  are  not  for- 
warded agreeable  to  a  circular  letter  from  the  treafury  board  to 
the  faid  ftates, 

Refolvedy  That  the  prefident  write  to  governor  Livingfton,  and 
requeft  him  to  fend  two  companies  of  militia  to  guard  the  fait 
works  near  Tom's  river,  and  one  company  to  be  ftationed  at  or 
near  Shrewfbury,  to  intercept  and  put  a  ftop  to  the  intelligence 
faid  to  be  carried  on  between  the  Tories  and  lord  Howe's  fleet ; 
that  the  companies  confift  of  fifty  men  each. 

A  petition  from  Jofeph  Traverfes  was  prefentcd  to  Congrefs  and 
read  ;  whereupon, 

Refolved,  That  100  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  faid  Jofeph  Tra- 
verfes ;  to  be  accounted  for  by  him  on  the  fettlement  of  his  ac- 
count. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  letter  from  Richard  Bache,  comp- 
troller of  the  poit-office,  was  referred,  brought  in  a  report,  which 
was  taken  into  confideration  ;  whereupon, 

Refohed,  That  for  obtaining  earljy..and  frequent  intelligence  from 
the  camps  at  White  Plains  and  Ticonderoga,  or  fuch  other  places 
as  the  almies  now  or  lately  there  may  march,  or  have  marched  to, 
and  forwarding  difpatches  to  the  commanding  officers  with  the  like 
expedition,  the  poft-mafter  general  do  immediately  employ  fo  ma- 
ny more  riders,  between  Philadelphia  and  head  quarters  of  thefe 
armies,  as  he  fhall  judge  will  moft  effeclually  perform  that  very 
important,  and,  at  this  time  more  efpecially,  neceffary  fervice ; 
and  that  he  endeavour  to  the  utmoft  of  his  power  to  procure  fober, 

diligent, 
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diligent,  and  trnfty  perfons  to  undertake  it ;  and  guard,  in  the 
bed  meinner  he  is  able,  againll  robberies  of  the  maiIvS,  or  lofles  of 
their  contents  otherwiTe  ; 

That  all  ferry -keepers  be  enjoined  as  much  as  they  are  able,  to 
expedite  the  paffage  of  poft-riders  and  other  perfons  charged  with 
letters,  difpatches,  or  meffages,  from  or  to  Congrefs  ;  and  that  it 
be  recommended  to  the  feveral  legiflatures  of  the  United  States,  to 
enforce  the  obfervance  of  this  refolution  : 

That  expreffes  andfpecial  meffengers  employed  in  the  public  fer- 
vice,  taking  and  carrying  private  letters  and  packets,  ought  not  to 
receive  the  vi^ap-es  they  would  otherwife  be  entitled  to  : 

That  the  deputy  poil-mafter  at  head-  quarters  be  allowed  four  ra- 
tions every  day  out  of  the  public  ftores  there,  for  the  fubfiftarice  of 
himfelf,  his  riders,  and  fervant. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  cafe  of  the  chevalier  Roche 
de  Fermoy;  whereupon, 

Refolved,  That  the  chevalier  Matthias  Alexis  Roche  de  Fermoy, 
be  appointed  a  brigadier  general  in  the  army  of  the  United  States- 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  and  accounts 
of  Benjamin  Eyre,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  read  ; 

Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

A  petition  from  Jeremiah  Cady  was  read  : 

Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  the  commiffioners  appointed  to 
audit  and  fettle  the  accounts  of  the  northern  army,  and  that  they 
report  fpecially  thereon. 

Certain  refolutions  of  the  convention  of  the  ilate  of  New-York 
were  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read  : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Hopkinfon,  Mr.  Whipple,  and  Mr. 
Hart. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed  : 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Wednesday,  November  6,  1776. 

A  letter  of  the  3d  from  R.  H.  Harrifon,  inclofing  one  of  the  2d 
from  brigadier-general  Parfons;  one  of  the  30th  Odoher  from 
general  Schuyler  at  Saratoga,  inclofing  inftruftions  for  officers  ap- 
pointed to  recruit  for  the  fervices  of  the  United  States  ;  one  of  the 
3Tft  Odober  from  J.  Trumbull,  deputy  pay-mafter  general  ;  and 
one  of  the  fame  date  from  governor  Trumbull,  inclofing  a  refolve 
of  the  general  affembly  of  Conne6ticat,  appointing  John  Lawrence, 
Efq.  of  Hartford,  commillioner  to  fuperintend  the  loan-oJSce  ia 
that  fhate,  were  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  general  Schuyler,  and  that  from 
Mr.  Harrifon,  with  the  letter  inclofed,  be  referred  to  the  board 
of  war : 

That  the  letter   from  governor  Trumbull,  and   that    from   J. 

Trumbull, 
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Trumbull,  pay-mailer,  alfo  the  letter  of  the  29th  Auguft.  from 
general  Schuyler,  together  with  the  memorial  from  colonel  Brown, 
and  the  officers  certificates  Inclofed  therein,  be  referred  to  the  board 
of  treafury. 

The  committee  of  treafury  brought  in  a  report,   which  was  ta- 
ken into  confideration  ;    whereupon, 

Refolvedi  That  the  report  of  a  court  of  inquiry  appointed  by  ge- 
neral Schuyler,  and  held  at  Albany  the  5lh  Odober,  in  conle- 
quence  of  a  refolution  of  Congrefs  of  the  50th  of  July  laft,  con- 
firming general  Montgomery's  promife  to  give  to  the  troops  con* 
cerned  in  taking  the  vefTels  on  the  Sorrell,  all  the  public  ftores, 
except  ammunition  and  provifions,  on  board  thereof,  be  referred 
to  the  commiffioners  for  adjuiling  the  accounts  of  the  northern  ar- 
my ;  that  they  be  direfted  to  make  llri6l  enquiry  into  the  matter, 
and  inform  themfelves  by  the  evidence  of  perfons  who  ferved  at 
that  time  as  quarter-mafter  and  commiffary  of  ftores  in  the  faid  ar- 
my, and  of  others,  what  part  or  whether  any  of  the  {lores  menti- 
oned in  the  report  were  taken  for  the  public  fervice;that  they  allow 
to  the  officers  and  men  which  they  find  intitled  thereto,  the  a- 
mount  of  fo  many  of  the  flores  as  fnall  appear  to  have  been  taken 
for  the  army  as  aforefaid,  and  have  not  been  paid  for,  after  deduc- 
ting therefrom  fuch  reafonable  expences  as  have  accrued  to  any  of 
the  captors  in  obtaining  an  adjuftment  of  the  prize-money,  and 
ordering  the  amount  of  fuch  articles  of  the  prize  goods  as  the  faid 
captures  have  received,  and  were  not  given  them  as  bounties,  to 
be  dedudled  from  their  refpeftive  proportions ;  that  the  pay-mafter 
be  dire6ied,  upon  receiving  general  Schuyler's  warrant  for  pay- 
ment of  the  ^me,  to  proportion  it  amongft  fuch  officers  and  men 
^as  the  general  and  commiffioners  fhall  direct,  agreeable  to  the  pay 
allowed  by  the  eflablirnment  at  that  time,  without  any  regard  to 
rations. 

The  marine  committee  brought  in  a  report  which  was  taken  in- 
to confideration  ;  whereupon, 

Refolvedy  That  three  perfons  well  llcilled  in  maritime  affairs  be 
immediately  appointed  to  execute  the  bufinefs  of  the  navy,  under 
the  direftion  of  the  marine  committee. 

The  remainder  of  the  report,  at  the  requeil  of  a  colony,  was 
poftponed  till  to-morrow. 

Ordered,  That  commiffions  be  delivered  to  the  captains  ?.nd  fub- 
alterns  of  the  6th  Virginia  battalion,  and  that  the  dates  be  filled 
lip  by  genera]  Stephens. 

Rcfolved,  That  4000  dollars  be  advanced  to  colonel  Lawfon  of 
the  4th  Virginia  battalion,  for  the  payment  of  the  faid  battalion, 
he  to  be  accountable,  and  that  the  money  be  paid  into  the  hands 
of  Thomas  Gallrlns. 

Two  bills  were  prefented  to  Congrefs ;  one  drawn  by  general 
Lee  for  64  dollars,  dated  Peteriburg,  28  Sept,  1776.  the  other  of 

the 
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of  the  fame  by  Jacob  Morris,  aid-de-camp  to  general  Lee,  for  150 
dollars,  both  in  favour  of  John  Bannifter,  and  drawn  upon  Willi- 
am Palfrey,  Efq;  pay-mafter  at  Philadelphia  : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  paid,  and  charged  to  the  account  of  ge- 
neral Lee. 

Refolved,  That  Willie  Jones,  Efq;  of  Hallifax,  Robert  Smith, 
Efq;  of  Edenton,  and  Alexander  Telfer,  Efq;  of  Hallifax,  or  any 
two  of  them,  be  appointed  to  audit  and  fettle  the  continental  ac- 
counts in  Virginia. 

The  committee  of  treafury  reported  that  there  is  due, 

To  Benjamin  Wallace,  and  to  be  paid  to  Charles  Rillc,  for 
viftualling  45  men  of  the  flying  camp,  4.45  dollars: 

To  Francis  Hopkinfon,  Efq;  for  his  and  J.  Wilfon,  Efq;  ex- 
pences,  &c.  at  Briftol  to  make  enquiry  refpe6ling  difpatches  fent 
from  head  quarters  and  loft  by  the  exprefs,  25.6©  dollars: 

To  Sebattian  Miller,  for  the  hire  of  a  waggon  with  money  from 
from  Philadelphia  to  Bofton,  65.30  dollars: 

To  John  Gibfon,  Efq;  auditor  general,  for  half  a  years  falary 
due  the  9th  of  Odober  laft,  533.30  dollars. 
Ordered,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

The  fliip  lady  Catharine,  George  Ord,  mafter,  which  was  fent 
out  laft  winter,  being  returned  ; 

Refohed,  That  the  fecret  committee  be  impowered  and  direfted 
to  fettle  the  accounts  of  the  voyage,  and  report  in  what  manner 
the  cargo  imported  is  to  be  difpofed  of. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed; 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to  morrow. 

^  Thursday,  November  •],   1776. 

A  petition  from  John  Connolly  was  read: 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  appointed  to  ex- 
amine into  the  ftate  of  prifoners  in  the  public  goal  of  Philadel- 
phia. 

Whereas  the  late  major  general  Ward,  fmce  his  refignation  of 
his  truft,  has  continued  in  command  in  the  eaftern  department  at 
the  requeft  of  the  commander  in  chief,  and  ftill  continues  therein  at 
the  requeft  of  Congrefs,  it  is  therefore 

Ordered,  That  he  receive  the  pay  of  a  major  general,  command- 
ing in  a  feparate  department,  from  the  26th  day  of  April  laft, 
being  the  time  of  his  refignation,  and  until  a  fuitable  perfon  ftiall 
be  appointed  to  take  the  command  in  his  ftead,  or  it  fliall  be  other- 
wife  ordered  by  Congrefs. 

Refolved,  That  Richard  Bachc  be  appointed  poftmafter  general 
in  the  room  of  doctor  Franklin,  who  is  abfent. 

An  appeal  having  been  lodged  with  the  fecretary  again  ft  the 
fentence  pafled  in  the  court  of  admiralty,  for  the  port  of  Philadel- 
phia, 
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phia,  in  the  ftate  of  Pennfylvania,  on  the  libel,  "John  Barry,  &c. 
V.  the  floop  Betfey,  &c." 

Ordered^  That  the  hearing  and  determining  upon  the  faid  ap- 
peal be  referred  to  a  committee  of  five : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr  Wythe,  Mr.  Paine,  Mr.  Wilfon,  Mr. 
Hooper,    and  Mr.  Rutledge. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report  which  was  taken  into  con- 
fideration;  whereupon 

Refolvedi  i  .That  266.60  dollars  be  advanced  to  captan  Francis 
Holland,  and  13330  dollars  to  captain  Robert  Harris,  both  of 
the  Maryland  flying  camp,  they  to  be  refpe6lively  accountable  to 
the  council  of  fafety  of  that  ftate  for  the  faid  fums,  which  are  to 
be  for  the  ufe  of,  and  charged  to  the  account  of  their  refpedive 
companies : 

2.  That  1110.67  dollars  be  advanced  to  captain  Alexander 
Lawfon  Smith,  of  the  late  colonel  Stevenfon's  rifle  regiment,  to 
pay  the  fubiifiance  money  of,  and  to  enable  him  to  advance  a 
month's  pay  to  the  faid  company  : 

3.  That  commiffions  be  fent  to  general  Schuyler,  for  colonel 
Elmore's  regiment,  be  filled  up  according  to  the  ranks  and  times 
of  fervice  ofthe  ofiicers  of  the  faid  regiment;  the  general  making 
fuch arrangements  therein  as  he  fliall  think  juil  and  proper ; 

4.  That  commiffions  be  alfo  fent  to  general  Schuyler,  to  be  fill- 
ed up  with  the  nam.es  of  the  officers  yet  unprovided  for,  who  have 
ferved  in  Canada,  according  to  their  ranks  and  merits,  to  compleat 
colonel  Livingftoii's  regiment: 

5.  That  general  Schuyler  agreeable  to  his  requeft,  have  permif- 
fion  to  repair  to  Congrefs  as  foon  as  he  fliall  be  of  opinion  the  fer- 
vice  will  admit  of  his  abfence  from  his  department : 

6.  That  general  Schuyler  be  informed  that  Congrefs  have  re- 
peatedly applied  to  Maryland  on  the  fubjedt  of  the  Nantikoke  In- 
dians, without  having  received  an  anfwer;  that  application  fliall 
again  be  made,  and  information  given  him   of  the  refult : 

7.  That  general  Schuyler  be  allowed  to  give  fuch  cloathing  to 
the  Indians  as  he  fliall  think  can  be  fpared  for  that  purpofe  : 

8.  That  the  deputy  muft:er-mafl;er  general,  in  the  northern  de- 
partment have  the  rank  of  lieutenant  colonel  in  the  army  of  the  U- 
nited  States; 

9.  That  general  Waftiington  be  requeflied  to  take  proper  fl:eps 
for  trying  all  deferters  from  his  army,  and  punifliing  in  the  mofl:  ex- 
emplary manner  the  articles  of  war  will  admit,  all  fuch  officers  and 
foldiers  who  fliall  be  bafe  enough  difgracefully  to  leave  the  fervice 
of  their  country  at  this  time  of  trial  and  danger. 

Refolved,  That  each  of  the  perfons  to  be  appointed  to  execute 
the  bufinefs  of  the  navy  under  the  direftion  of  the  marine  commit- 
tee,   be  allowed  the  falary  of  1500  dollars  per  annum. 

A  letter  from  colonel  Miles  to  Willicim  Wifl;er,  was  laid  before 

Congrefs 
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Congrefs  and  read;  wherein  he  intimates  that  an  exchange  may  be 
accompllihed  of  him  for  Mr.  Foxcroft,  and  perhaps  of  colonel  At- 
lee  or  lieutenant  colonel  Piper,  for  Mr.   Dafhwood : 

Ordered^  That  the  letter  be  tranfmitted  to  general  Wafliingtonj 
and  that  he  be  defired  to  do  therein  what  he  fhall  think  proper. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed  5 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to  morrow. 

Friday,   November  %^   i??'^* 

A  letter  of  the  4th,  from  R.  Dallam,  Efq;  was  read;  whereupon, 

Refolved,  That  5000  dollars  be  paid  to  Guftavus  Rifberg, 
A.  Q.  M.  general,  and  charged  to  the  account  of  Richard  Dallam, 
agreeably  to  the  requeft  of  the  faid  R.  Dallam ;  and  that  the  let- 
ter be  referred  to  the  board  of  treaiury. 

Refolvedy  That  doftor  Witherfpoon  have  leave  to  take  with  him 
to  Princetovvn,  Archibald  Gardiner,  James  Henderfon,  Petgr 
Jack,  and  Hugh  Rofs,  four  of  the  prifoners  lately  fent  to  Phila- 
delphia, and  there  to  keep  them  till  the  further  orders  of  Congrefs. 

The  committee  appointed  to  devife  means  for  preventing  the 
evils  to  be  apprehended  from  the  internal  enemies  of  the  United 
States,  and  hindering  them  from  carrying  on  correfpondence  with 
the  foreign  enemies  to  the  faid  ilates,  brought  in  a  report,  which 
was  read : 

Ordered^  That  the  conlideration  thereof  be  poftponed  to  Monday- 
next. 

A  petition  fi-om  Paul  Chriftman,  enfign  in  captain  Keyfer's 
company  from  Maryland  in  the  German  battalion,  was  read,  pray- 
ing leave  to  refign  his  commiffion: 

Refolved,  That  leave  be  granted. 

The  committee  of  treafury  reported, 

That  there  ou^-ht  to  be  advanced  to  colonel  Valentine  Crawford, 
one  of  the  executors  of  the  late  col.  Hugh  Stephenfon,  on  account 
of  his  eftate,    100  dollars; 

That  there  is  due  to  the  following  Canadian  prifoners,  and  to  be 
paid  to  captain  Chartler  de  Lotblnier  253.30  dollars  :  viz. 

To  captain  Lotblnier,  for  his  allowance  from  the  2d  of  Novem- 
ber 1775,  to  the  31ft  of  October  1776,  52  weeks  at  2  dollars,  104 
dollars;  of  which  he  received  from  general  Schuyler,  14.60  dollars; 
remains  to  be  paid  to  him,  89. 30  dollars  : 

To  M.  Tonancour,  for  his  allowance  from  the  2d  Nov.  1775, 
to  the  31ft  Oftober,  1776,   52  weeks  at  2  dollars,    104  dollars  : 

To  M.  Dochambault  for  his  allowance  from  the  3  ift  of  Auguft 
to  the  8th  of  November,    10  weeks  at  2  dollars,   20  dollars  : 

To  M.  Fleurlmont  for  his  allowance  from  thfe  ciifc  of  Auffuil: 
to  the  8th  of  November,  to  weeks  at  2  dollars,  20  dollars  : 

To  M.  St.  Ours,  for  his  allowance  from-  the  3  ift  of  Auguft.  to 
the  8th  of  November,   10  weeks  at  2  dollars,  20  dollars: 

Ordered^  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid> 

L  3  Refohsdy 
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Refolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  confider 
and  report  under  what  reftri6l!ons  the  futlers,  who  fupply  the  ar- 
my, (hould  be  laid,  and  that  the  motions  made  by  Mr.  Gerry, 
and  feconded,  be  referred  to  this  committee  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Gerry,  Mr.  Wythe,  and  Mr.  Wolcott. 

A  petition  from  J.  Budden  and  T.  Lawrence  was  read,  requeft- 
ing  leave  to  export  provifions  to  Turk's  iiland,  in  order  to  bring 
from  thence  a  load  of  fait : 

Rejolvedi  That  leave  be  granted. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into 
confideration  ;  whereupon, 

Refolved,  That  mynheer  N.  D.  Ottendorf  be  appointed  a  brevet 
captain  in  the  fervice  of  the  United  States. 

Refolved,  That  Tuefday  next  be  afligned  for  taking  into  confi- 
deration the  trade  of  thefe  ilates. 

Refolved,  That  the  fum  of  2666.60  dollars  be  advanced  to  the 
committee  appointed  to  contradl  for  calling  cannon;  they  to  be 
accountable. 

A  letterfrom  Tench  Coxe,  at  Trenton,  to  John  Tabor  Kempc, 
Efq;  of  New- York,  was  laid  before  Congrefs,  and  leave  requefted 
to  forward  the  fame  in  order  to  obtain  the  releafe  of  Mrs.  Lewis, 
who  is  detained  a  prifoner  by  the  enemy  on  Long-Ifland: 

Refolved,  That  this  matter  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war  : 

That  the  delegates  of  New-Jerfey  be  direded  to  caufe  ftrid  in- 
quiry to  be  made  through  what  channel  Mr.  Kempe  conveyed  the 
intelligence  mentioned  in  the  foregoing  letter. 

Refolved,  That  120  dollars  be  advanced  to  captain  George 
Gibfon  of  the  firft  Virginia  battalion,  he  to  account  with  thepay- 
mafter  general  on  the  fettlement  of  his  accounts. 

A  letter  from  James  Sullivan  was  read  and  referred  to  the  board 
of  war. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed  ; 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Saturday,  November  9,    1776. 

Refolved,  That  tv;o  months  pay,  being  250  dollars,  be  advan- 
ced to  bn'o-sdier  general  Roche  de  Fermoy,  he  to  be  accountable: 

Ordered,  That  he  repair  to  the  northern  army,  and  put  himfelf 
under  the  command  of  general  Schuyler. 

A  letter  of  the  3d  from  Timothy  Danielfon,  chairman  of  a 
committee  of  the  General  AfTembly  of  Maflachufetts-Bay  appoint- 
ed to  officer  and  inlift  feven  battalions  out  of  the  officers  and  fol- 
diers  in  the  continental  army  near  White  Plains,  with  fundry  pa- 
pers inclofed,   was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three: 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.Wilfon,  Mr.  Rutledge,  and  Mr. Wythe. 

Refolved,  That  two  months  pay  be  advanced  to  captain  Otten- 
'  dorf: 
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dorf ;  and  that  he  be  ordered  to  repair  to  head  quarters  and  put 
himfelf  under  the  command  of  general  Wafhington. 

The  committee  of  treafury  reported  that  there  Is  due, 

To  Robert  Towers,  commlffary,  for  fundry  articles  purchafed 
by  him  by  diredion  of  the  board  of  war,  and  to  be  charged  to  the 
account  of  the  faid  board,  526.74  dollars  : 

That  3280  dollars  be  advanced  to  captain  Cafdorp,  to  pay  the 
arrearages  due  to  his  company  of  carpenters  fent  to  Ticonderoga  ; 
for  which  he  is  to  account : 

That  50,000  dollars  be  fent  to  Richard  Dallam,  Efq;  deputy 
pay-mafter  general  for  the  flying  camp  ;  he  to  be  accountable: 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  funas  be  paid. 

The  committee  appointed  to  confider  and  report  under  what  re- 
flriftions  the  futlers  who  fupply  the  army,  ought  to  be  laid, 
brought  in  a  report,  which  was  read,  and  after  fome  debate  there- 
on, 

Refolvedy  That  the  farther  confideration  thereof  be  poftponed 
to  Monday. 

Congrefs  having  received  intelligence  that  a  free  and  open  com- 
munication and  correfpondence  is  kept  up  with  the  enemy  on  Sta- 
ten-Illand  and  New-York,  from  EHzabeth-town,  Newark,  and 
the  parts  adjacent,  to  the  great  detriment  of  the  American  caufe  : 
It  is  therefore  recommended  to  the  governor,  council  and  afiem- 
bly  of  the  ftate  of  Nevv-Jerfey ,  to  take  the  moil  fpeedy  and  efFeftu- 
al  meafures  to  ftop  all  communication  between  that  ftate  and  the 
enemy's  quarters,  that  (hall  not  be  direfted  by  proper  authority. 

A  memorial  from  Lawrence  Bowden,  late  mafter  of  the  ihip 
Royal  Exchange,  taken  by  the  fhip  of  war  Columbus,  was  prefent- 
ed  to  Congrefs  and  read  ; 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  marine  committee. 

Refolvedy  That  Congrefs  will  on  Tuefday  next  refolve  itfelf  into 
a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  Into  confideration  the  means  of 
fupporting  the  credit  of  the  continental  currency. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed  : 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

Monday,  Novemhex    11,   1776. 

A  letter  of  the  6th  from  general  Waftiington  :  one  of  the  8th 
from  brigadier  general  Mercer ;  and  one  from  Richard  Bache, 
Efq;  were  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  two  former  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war^ 
and  the  latter  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

Refolved,  That  colonel  James  Livlngfton  have  leave  to  recruit 
his  regiment  in  any  of  the  United  States. 

A  petition  from  Charles  Noel  Romand,  fieur  de  Lifle,  captain 
in  a  corps  of  artillery  in  the  fervice  of  France,  was  read  ; 

Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Refohcd. 
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Refohed,  That  the  board  of  war  be  impowered  and  direfted  im- 
mediately to  confer  with  the  council  of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania,  or 
a  committee  by  them  appointed,  on  the  bell  ways  and  means  of 
defending  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  in  cafe  it  fhould  be  attacked. 

Refohedf  That  the  committee  of  treafury  or  either  of  them  be 
impowered  to  adminifter  oaths  to  perfons  whom  they  fhall  examine 
or  employ  in  executing  the  refolutions  of  Congjrefs. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  letter  from  Timothy  Danielfon 
and  the  papers  inclofed  therein  were  referred,  brought  in  a  report, 
which  was  read,  and  after  debate, 

Refolvedi  That  the  farther  confideration  thereof  be  poftponed. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed  ; 

Adjourned  till  lo  o'clock  to  morrow. 

Tuesday,  November  12,   1776. 

A  letter  of  the  icth  from  eeneral  Mifflin  ;  one  of  the  fame  date 
from  R.  Dallam;  and  one  of  the  9th  from  do6lor  Shippen,  were 
read. 

The  committee  of  treafury  reported  that  there  is  due, 

To  George  Stultz,  for  iron  work,  and  repairing  a  continental 
light  waggon,    12.60  dollars: 

To  John  Tyler,  for  bayonet  fcabbards  and  repairing  arms  for 
the  German  battalion,  82.30  dollars; 

To  mpnf.  Lotbinier,  a  Canadian  chaplain,  for  his  pay  and  ra- 
tions from  loth  of  06tober  to  loth  of  November,  41.30  dollars: 

To  do<^or  Beaumont,  a  prifoner,  of  the  26th  regiment,  for  his 
allowance  from  21ft  July  to  3d  November  inclufive,  being  15 
weeks  at  2  dollars  a  week,  30  dollars  : 

To  William  M'Leod,  a  prifoner,  of  the  59th  regiment,  for  his 
allowance  from  21ft  July  to  3d  November  inclufive,  being  15 
weeks  at  2  dollars  a  week,  30  dollars  : 

That  there  is  to  be  paid  to  Daniel  du  Chemin,  for  the  allov»r- 
ance  due  to  MefT.  Hertel,  Giaflbn,  and  la  Magdalaine,  Canadian 
prifoners,  from  the  ift  Auguft  to  6th  November  inclufive,  14 
weeks  at  2  dollars  a  week,  28  dollars  each,  84  dollars: 

That  there  fhould  be  paid  to  Joel  Zane,  for  the  allowance  due  to 
lieutenant  Hamar,  of  the  7th  regiment,  from  20th  July  to  ift 
November  inclufive,  15  weeks  at  2  dollars  a  week,  30  dollars; 
and  to  captain  Swan,  of  the  26th  regiment,  from  21ft  June  to  ift 
November,  being  19  weeks  at  2  dollars,  3^8  dollars;  the^  whole  68 
dollars : 

To  James  Budden,  for  himfelf  and  others  of  the  light  horfe, 
their  expences  as  an  efcortwith  money  to  New- York,  82  dollars, 
and  for  his  expences -with  general  Prefcot  from  Reading  to  Phila- 
delphia,  24.42  dollars  ;  both  fums  making  106.42  dollars  : 

To  William  Woodhoufe,  for  wafers  for  the  ufe  of  Congrefs, 
1. 1 2  dollars  : 

To 
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To  Thomas  Smith,  for  paper  for  the  ufe  of  the  commiffioners 
for  the  New-York  department,    15.78  dollars  : 

That  there  (hovild  be  paid  to  doftor  Rufii,  625  dollars,  for  five 
months  advance  pay  to  brigadier  general  Thompfon,  who  is  to 
be  accountable  : 

Ordered.^  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

The  committee  of  treafiiry  to  whom  that  part  of  the  petition 
and  memorial  of  John  Brown,  lieutenant  colonel  of  the  regiment 
commanded  by  colonel  Elmore,  praying  that  his  extraordinary 
fervices  in  Canada  laft  year  may  be  confidered,  was  refened, 
brought  in  a  report,  which  was  read  ; 
Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  letter  to  Willing  and  Morris  from  Samuel  Smith,  fnafter  of 
the  Hancock  and  Adams,  (who  on  his  paffage  to  Philadelphia 
was  taken  by  the  Gamecock  privateer,  of  P^-hode-Ifland,  com- 
manded by  Timothy  Pierce,  and  carried  ir^to  Bedford  in  Maffa- 
chufets-Bay)  dated  Bedford  port,  Nov.  1,  was  laid  before  Con- 
grefs  and  read  ; 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  fecret  committee,  and  that 
they  report  the  cargo  on  board  the  Hancock  and  Adams,  and 
how  it  ought  to  be  diipofed  of. 

The  board  of  war,  to  whom  a  requeft  from  the  ftate  of  Virginia 
was  referred,  brought  in  a  report,  which  w^as  taken  into  confide- 
ration  ;  whereupon, 

Refohed,  That  the  demands  of  the  continent  for  cannon  are  at 
prefent  of  fo  prefiing  a  nature,  that  none  can  be  fpared  for  the 
particular  ufe  of  any  ftate  •  but  as  foon  as  a  fufficient  quantity  of 
ordnance  is  fnpplied  to  the  United  States,  the  requeft  of  the  ftate 
of  Virginia  to  be  permitted  to  purchafe  cannon  at  Hughe's  works 
fhall  be  complied  with. 

That  monfieur  Romand  de  Lifle  be  appointed  a  major  of  artille- 
ry in  the  fervice  of  the  United  States,  and  fent  to  general  Wafh- 
ington  to  be  employed  as  he  ftiali  think  proper. 

A  petition  from  James  M'Connanghy  Was  read  :  , 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  memorial  from  Azariah  Dunham  was  re?id  : 

Orderedy  That  it  be  referred  to  the  council  of  fafety  of  Pennfyl- 
vania. 

A  letter  of  the  9th  from  general  Wafliington,  incloling  one  of 
the  31ft  of  Odlober  from  general  Gates  at  Ticonderoga  was  read* 

Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee on  the  letter  of  Timothy  Danielfon  ;  whereupon, 

Rejolved,  As  the  opinion  of  Congrefs,  that  if  the  foldiers  to  be 
raifed  by  the  ftate  of  Mafiachufett's-Bay  be  inlifted  on  the  terms 
offered  to  them,  which  are  more  advantageous  than  what  are  offer- 
ed to  other  foldiers  ferving  in  the  fame  army,  it  would  much  re- 
tard if  not  totally  impede  the  iniiftment  of  the  latter,  and  produce 

difcontent 
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difcontent  and  murmur,  unlefs  Congrefs  fliould  equally  increafe 
the  pay  of  thefe,  which  it  is  the  opinion  of  Congrefs,  would  uni- 
verfally  be  reprobated  as  an  immoderate  expence,  and  complained 
of  as  a  grievous  burden  by  thofe  who  muft  bear  it ;  and  therefore 
that  the  committee  from  the  Hate  of  MalTachufett's-Bay,  be  defir- 
ed  not  to  inlill  their  men  on  the  additional  pay  offered  by  the  Af- 
fembly  of  that  ftate. 

Upon  re-confidering  the  refolution  of  the  i6th  of  September 
lait,  for  raifing  eighty-eight  battalions  to  ferve  during  the  prefent 
war  with  Great  Britain,  Congrefs  being  of  opinion  that  the  readi- 
nefs  of  the  inhabitants  of  thefe  ftates  to  enter  into  the  fervice  for 
limited  times  in  defence  of  their  invaluable  privileges  on  all  for- 
mer occafions,  gives  good  ground  to  hope  the  fame  zeal  for  the 
public  good  will  appear  in  future  when  neceffity  calls  for  their  af- 
fiilance ;  and  leaft  the  uncertain  length  of  time  which  forces  raifed 
during  the  continuance  of  the  prefent  war  may  be  compelled  to 
ferve,  may  prevent  men  from  inlifling  who  would  otherwife  mani- 
feft  their  attachment  to  the  common  caufe  by  engaging  for  a  li- 
mited time  ;  therefore, 

Refolvedi  That  all  non-commiffioned  ofRcers  and  foldiers  who 
do  not  encline  to  engage  their  fervice  during  the  continuance  of 
the  prefent  war,  and  fhall  enlill  to  ferve  three  years,  unlefs  fooner 
difcharged  by  Congrefs,  fhall  be  entitled  to  and  receive  all  fuch  boun- 
ty and  pay  as  are  allowed  to  thofe  who  enlill  during  the  continu- 
ance of  the  prefent  war, except  the  one  hundred  acres  of  land;  which 
land  is  to  be  granted  to  thofe  only  who  enlift  without  fuch  limita- 
tion of  time.  And  each  recruiting  officer  is  required  to  provide  two 
diftinft  inlifting  rolls,  one  for  fuch  to  fign  as  inlift  during  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  war,  and  the  other  for  fuch  as  inlift  for  three  years, 
if  their  fervice  fhall  be  fo  long  required. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed ; 

Adjourned  to  lo  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Wednesday,  November  i'^,   1776- 

A  letter  of  the  12th  of  Oftober  from  Jo feph  Trumbull,  com- 
miffary  general  was  read;  whereupon, 

Rejohedt  That  40,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  Thomas  Lowry, 
and  charged  to  the  account  of  Jofeph  Trumbull,  agreeable  to  his 
requcft. 

The  marine  committee  having  recommended  colonel  John  Nixon, 
and  John  Wharton,  as  fit  perfons  to  execute  the  bufmefs  of  the 
navy  under  the  direction  of  the  marine  committee: 

Refolved,  That  they  be  accepted, 

A  letter  of  the  lothfromM.  Tilghman,  prefident  of  the  con- 
vention of  Maryland,  inclofing  fundry  refolutions  of  that  body, 
relative  to  the  raifing  their  quota  of  the  new  levies,  was  laid  before 
Congrefs  and  read: 

Refolvcdt 
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Ordered,  That  the  prefident  furnifh  the  commiflloners  of  the 
faid  ftate  fent  therefrom  to  raife  their  levies,  with  the  refolution  of 
yefterday,  admitting  the  new  levies  to  inlift  for  three  years  only, 
and  at  the  fame  time  inform  them  that  if  the  inhabitants  of  that 
ftate  will  inlift  to  ferve  during  the  continuance  of  the  prefent'  war, 
they  already  have  the  faith  of  the  United  States  of  America  pledg- 
ed for  the  land  to  be  granted  to  fuch  foldiers. 

The  committee  of  treafury  reported,  that  there  is  due. 

To  monfieur  la  Marque,  a  Canadian  prifoner,  for  his  allowance 
from  the  31ft  of  Auguft  to  the  8th  of  November  inclufive,  being 
10  weeks  at  2  dollars  a  week,  20  dollars,  to  be  paid  to  monfieur 
de  la  Magdalaine: 

To  captain  Thomas  Gamble  a  prifoner  of  the  47th  regiment, 
for  his  allowance  from  the  JOth  of  Auguft  to  the  2d  of  November 
inclufive,  12  weeks  at  two  dollars  a  week,  24  dollars,  to  be  paid 
to  James  Biddle,  Efq: 

To  Michael  Leightner,  and  to  be  paid  to  George  Afton,  for 
viftualling  troops  on  their  march,    15.5  dollars: 

To  John  Nourfe  for  ferriage  of  himfelf  and  of  general  Lee  and 
his  fervants,  horfes,  &c.  over  Hoe's  ferry,  4.60  dollars,  to  be  paid 
to  colonel  B.  Harrifon  : 

To  dodor  Samuel  Wilfon  for  board,  attendance,  and  medicine 
to  Hck  foldiers  of  the  6th  Virginia  regiment,   33-60  dollars : 

To  Wollore  Meng,for  12  fcabbards  delivered  to  captain  Ralph 
Falconer  of  the  5th  Virginia  battalion,  4.72  dollars: 

That  there  fhould  be  paid  to  Thomas  Armer,  on  account  of 
Elizabeth  Robinfon,  for  fo  much  fhort  paid  on  fettlement  of  her 
account,  the  14th  of  Odlober  laft  for  board,  &c.  of  fick  foldiers 
belonging  to  captain  Grier's  company,  10  dollars  : 

That  there  ftiould  be  paid  to  the  Pennfylvania  hofpital,  for  the 
fupport  and  cloathing  of  J.  Hughes,  a  wounded  foldier,  36.54 
dollars: 

That  there  fhould  be  paid  to  Adam  Eccle,  8.78  dollars,  being 
fo  much  paid  by  him  to  ferjeant  John  Byers,  of  captain  Hubley's 
company,  in  colonel  Shee's  battalion,  to  enable  him  to  fupport  his 
party,  being  a  guard  to  powder  from  Philadelphia  to  North  Ca- 
rolina; 

That  there  is  due  to  William  O'Harra,  a  foldier  in  the  late  cap- 
tain William  Hendricks's  company,  taken  at  Quebec  and  now  re- 
turned, for  his  pay  from  ift  January  to  loth  November,  10  months 
and  10  days,  at  6.60  dollars  a  month,  68.80  dollars  : 

To  Henry  Taylor,  a  foldier  in  captain  Smith's  rifle  com.pany, 
taken  at  Quebec,  and  now  returned ;  for  his  pay,  from  ift  June  to 
lOth  N®vember,  5  months  and  10  days,  at  6.60  dollar?,  35.50 
dollars: 

To  do(^tor  William  Sarrinphaufen,  for  medicine  and  attendance 

to  fick  of  captain  Woeipper's  company  in  the  German  battalion, 

,24.1  dollars:  To 


45^  Journals    of    Congress. 

To  Benjamin  Eyre,  fhipwright,  for  his  pay  and  rations,  employ- 
ed in  conftrucling  row-gallies  at  New  \^ork,  horfe  hire,  and  tra- 
velling expences  to  Albany  to  engage  boards,  5cc.  for  the  army, 
427.77  doi]ars: 

.    That  60,000  dollars  be   fent  to  R.  Dallam,  Efq;  deputy   pay- 
maiter  general  of  the  flying  camp,  for  the  ufe  of  the  army: 

That  there  is  due  to  Daniel  Naef,  for  the  ferriage  of  Virginia 
troops,  their  baggage,  waggons  and  horfes  over  Sufquehannah, 
6  1.72  dollars: 

To  Andrew  M'Nair  for  his  attendance  on  Congrefs  146  days, 
cleaning  houfe,  &c.  to  the  lil  of  November,  1 18.81  dollars  : 

Ordered.,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

The  board  ot  treafury  brought  in  a  report  refpe^ting  the  cer- 
tificates to  be  given  to  the  lenders  of  the  five  millions  of  dollars 
veted  to  be  borrowed,  which  was  read. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report  which  was  taken  into 
confideratJon  ;  whereupon, 

Rejc/lved,  That  2000  dollars  be  advanced  to  colonel  Haufegger 
for  the  ufe  of  the  German  battalion  ;  he  to  be  accountable. 

Refohedy  That  the  remainder  of  the  report  be  poftponed  till  to-- 
morrow. 

The  fecret  committee,  to  whom  the  letter  from  captain  Smith 
was  referred,  brought  in  a  report  which  was  taken  into  confidera» 
tion  ;  whereupon, 

Refohed,  That  the  fecret  committee  be  directed  to  write  letters 
to  governor  Cooke,  to  the  continental  agent  in  Rhode-Idand,  and 
fuch  other  perfons  as  they  fnall  think  proper,  to  make  llrift  inqui- 
ry  into  the  conduct  of  captain  Timothy  Pierce,  refpecling  the  cap- 
tare  or  feizure  of  the  (hip  Hancock  and  Adams,  employed  in  the 
continental  fervice,  and  caufe  liim  to  be  profecuted  for  the  penalty 
of  the  bond  given,  when  he  received  his  commifilon  ;  if  it  fhall  ap- 
pear on  the  inquiry  that  in  juftice  to  the  continent  fuch  profecution 
ihould  be  commenced  ;  and  the  faid  committee  are  authorifed  to 
do  v/hat  may  be  necefTary  for  fupporting  the  profecution. 

The  remainder  of  the  report  poftponed. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed  : 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Thursday,  November  14,   1776. 

A  Ifctttr  of  the  4th  from.  R.  H.  Harrifon,  and   one  of  the  17th 
Odlober  from  James  Bov/doin,  Efq;  were  read  : 
.    Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Refiivcd,  That  a  committee  of  two  be  appointed  to  confer  with 
the  council  of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania,  and  inquire  what  quantity  of 
fait  they  have  on  hand,  or  exped  fhortly,  and  what  proportion  can 
be  fpared  for  the  public  fervice  : 
,    The  members  chofen,  Mr.  S.  Adams  and  Mr.  Whipple. 

Information 
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Information  being  given  to  Congrefs  that  part  of  tlie  enemy's 
fleet  was  feen  coming  out  of  the  Hook  and  ileering  its  courfe  to  the 
fouthward ; 

Refolved,  That  copies  of  the  letter  giving  the  information  be 
fent  by  exprefs  to  general  Wafliington,  and  to  governor  Living- 
fton  of  New-Jerfey,  and  alfo  to  the  fouthern  Hates. 

Refoived,  That  the  board  of  w^ar  confer  immediately  with  the 
council  offafety  of  Pennfylvania,  and  co-operate  with  them  in  de- 
viling ways  and  means  for  calling  forth  the  ilrength  of  that  and  the 
neighbouring  ftates,  for  the  defence  of  this  city  againft  any  at- 
tempts which  theenemy  may  make  to  obtain  poffeffion  of  it;  and  that 
for  this  purpofe  the  board  of  war  be  invefted  with  the  full  powers 
of  Congrefs,  to  promote  moft  effedually  this  important    purpofe  : 

That  the  marine  committee  alfo  be  directed  to  make  fuch  difpo- 
lition  of  the  naval  force  now  in  the  river  Delaware,  or  the  neigh-^ 
bourhood  thereof,  as  will  beft  conduce  to  defeat  the  defigns  of  the 
enemy. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed : 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Friday,  November  15,  1776. 

A  letter  of  the  nth  from  general  Wafhington  at  Peeks-kill; 
one  of  the  5th  from  general  Gates  at  Ticonderoga,  informing  of 
general  Carlton's  retreat  from  Crown-point;  one  of  the  8th  from, 
general  Schuyler  at  Albany  ;  one  of  the  12th  from  general  Green; 
one  without  date  from  general  Lewis ;  one  from  Robert  Ogden  of 
the  I  ith  ;  and  one  from  R.  Dallam  to  R.  Peters;  were  laid  before 
Congrefs  and  read  : 

Ordered^  That  the  letter  from  general  Lewis  be  referred  to  the 
marine  committee.  ^ 

Refoived^  That  the  council  of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania  be  requef- 
ted  to  fupply  E,  Blaine,  Efq;  with  230  bufhels  of  fait  for  the 
public  fervice  :  That  the  faid  council  of  fafety  be,  and  they  are 
hereby  requefted,  to  fupply  MelT.  Lowry,  Wharton,  Ogden,  and 
Dunham,  affiftants  to  the  commiifary-general,  or  any  one  of  them, 
with  one  half  of  fuch  quantities  of  fait  as  are  or  may  be  in  their 
hands,  for  the  ufe  of  the  continent. 

Two  memorials,  one  from  Eleazar  Ofwald,  and  the  other  from 
Samuel  Lockwood,   were  read; 

Orderedy  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

M.  Romand  de  Lifle,  who  on  the  ]2th  was  appointed  a  major 
of  artillery,  thinking  that  appointment  inadequate  to  his  merit  and 
abilities,  and  requelting  to  be  fent  to  general  Wafhington,  that  he 
may  have  an  opportunity  of  giving  a  fpecimen  of  his  abilities  ; 

Rejolvedi  That  he  have  leave  to  go  to  general  Wafhington. 

Ordered^  That  the  marine  committee  apply  to  the  council  of 
fafety  of  Pennfylvania  for  1500  241b.   i8co  i8ib.  cannon  fliot,  and 

M  3  500 
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500  bar  fhot,  which  (hall  be  replaced  by  Congrefs  ;  and  that- the 
faid  committee  fend  the  (hot  and  lix  tons  of  powder  to  South-Ca- 
rolina, for  the  defence  of  that  ftate  and  North-Carolina  : 

That  a  copy  of  the  intelligence  contained  in  general  Green's  let- 
ter of  the  1 2th,  be  fent  by  exprefs  with  all  poffible  expedition  ta 
the  fouthern  ftates. 

The  fecret  committee  having  reported  that  the  cargo,  belonging 
to  the  continent,  imported  in  the  Hancock  and  Adams,  confifted 
of  the  following  articles,  viz.  72  chefts  of  arms,  311  barrels  of 
gun-powder,  338  pigs  of  lead,  q  cafl^s  of  gun  flints,  i  cafe  of  pins, 
133  barrels  tin  plates,  5  cafes  of  iron  wire,  jocaflcs  falt-petre,  and 
10  bales  merchandize  : 

Refolved,  That  the  fecret  committee  direft  the  intire  cargo  of  the 
Hancock  and  Adams  to  be  landed  at  Bedford,  and  depofited  in 
places  of  fafety,  under  the  care  of  the  committee  of  that  place, 
until  ordered  from  thence  : 

That  the  muflcets,  powder,  lead,  and  gun  flints  be  delivered 
by  the  committee  of  Bedford  to  the  order  of  the  board  of  war, 
who  are  to  inform  the  general  of  thefe  (lores,  and  dire6l  the  whole, 
or  any  part  that  may  be  wanted  for  the  ufe  of  the  army,  to  be  de- 
livered to  him  ;  with  an  injunction  not  to  put  the  muflcets  into  the 
liands  of  any  but  thofe  foldiers  who  inlift  under  the  late  refolves 
and  regulations  of  Congrefs  : 

That  every  part  of  the  merchandize  on  board  the  faid  (hip,  that 
is  now  wanted  for  the  ufe  of  the  army,  be  applied  to  that  ufe,  and 
that  the  fecret  committee  inform  general  Mifllin,  the  quarter-mafter 
general,  thereof,  and  inclofe  him  an  order  for  the  immediate  deli- 
very of  all  fuch  parts  as  he  fliall  defire  : 

That  the  remainder  of  the  cargo  be  fubje6l;  to  the  direftlons  of 
the  fecret  committee,  who  are  impowered  to  order  it  from  thence, 
either  by  fea  or  land,  to  any  other  part  or  parts  of  thefe  ftates, 
where  the  articles  may  be  wanted  for  the  public  fervice. 

The  committee  of  treafury  reported  that  there  is  due. 

To  the  trudees  for  the  poor  of  Frederic  county,  Maryland,  for 
board  and  attendance  of  fick  foldiers  of  the  Maryland  troops  in  con- 
tinental fervice,  58.30  dollars,  to  be  paid  to  Nicholas  Hower  : 

To  doclor  Nicholas  Way,  for  medicinCj  attendance,  lodging, 
nurfing,  &c.  of  fick  foldiers  of  the  5th  and  6th  Virginia  regiments, 
467.36  dollars  : 

Ordered^  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  committee 
relative  to  the  navy;   whereupon, 

Refolved,  That  a  bounty  of  20  dollars  be  paid  to  the  command- 
ers, officers,  and  men  of  fuch  continental  fhips  or  veffels  of  war,  as 
fiiall  make  prize  of  any  Britifli  fhips  or  veffels  of  war,  for  every 
cannon  mounted  on  board  each  prize,  at  the  time  of  fuch  capture, 

and 
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and  8  dollars  per  head  for  every  man  then  on  board  and  belonging 
to  fuch  prize  : 

That  the  rank  of  the  naval  officers  be  to  the  rank  of  officers  In 
the  land  fervice  as  follows  : 

as  a 


Admiral 

Vice -Admiral  — 

Rear-Admiral  — - 

Commodore  — 

Captain  of  a  fhipof  40  guns  and  upwards 

Captain  of  a  (hip  of  20  to  40  guns 

Captain  of  a  fhip  of  10  to  20  guns 

Lieutenant  in  the  navy  — 


General, 
Lieutenant- General  J 
Major -General, 
Brigadier-General, 
Colonel,  ^ 

Lieutenant-Colonel  J 
Major, 
Captain : 


That  the  pay  of  all  officers  and  men  in  the  American  navy,  from 
the  date  of  the  new  commiffions  under  the  free  and  independant 
ftates  of  America,  be  as  follows  : 

Ofjhips  of  2Q  guns, 

and  upiuards. 
Captain, 
Lieutenant, 
Mafter, 
Mailer's  mate, 
Boatfwain, 
Boatfwain's  mate. 
Gunner, 
Gunner's  mate. 
Surgeon, 
Surgeon's  mate. 
Carpenter, 
Carpenter's  mate, 
Cooper, 
Midfhipman, 
Armourer, 
Sail-maker, 
Sail-maker's  mate, 
Yoeman, 
Quarter-mafter, 
Cook, 
Coxfwain, 
Captain's  clerk. 
Steward, 
Chaplain, 

Yoeman  of  powder  roomi^ 
Mafter  at  arms, 
SeamcHj 

That 


Per  calender  mon 

tb»      Of  iQ  to  2Q  guns. 

60  dollars, 

48  doliairsj 

30 

24 

39 

24 

15 

^l' 

15 

13 

9     i-2 

9 

'5 

13 

9  1-2 

9 

25 

5  1    2-5 

^^ 

^31-3 

15 

^3 

9  1-2 

9 

9 

9 

12 

12 

9 

9 

10 

xo 

8   1-3 

8   1-3 

8   1-2 

8  r-2 

9 

8  1-2' 

9 

8  r-> 

9 

9 

15 

12 

10 

lb 

20 

none 

mi9  1-2 

9 

10 

9 

8 

8 
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That  veffels  under  ten  guns  be  commanded  by  lieutenants  : 
That  the  pay  of  the  officers  in  fuch  veffels  be. 


Lieutenant  commanding, 
Mate,              —              — 
Boatfwain,              — 

30  dollars. 

J2 

Gunner,                                ■*- 

12 

Carpenter,              —              — 

12 

The  other  officers  and  men  the  fame  as  in  veffels  from  10  to  ?o 


guns 
o 


Marine  officers, Captain,  30  dollars, 

Lieutenant,         20 

Non-commiffioned  officers  and  foldiers  the  fame  as  in  the  land 
fervice- 

Refohed,  That  the  prefident  write  to  general  Wafliington  and 
inform  him  he  has  leave  to  negociate  an  exchange  of  the  foreign 
troops  in  the  pay  of  Great-Britain,  that  are  prifoners  to  thefe 
ftates. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  a  report  from  the  board  of 
trea(ury  for  carrying  into  execution  the  refolutions  of  Congrefs  re- 
lative to  the  loan -offices  ;  vi^hereuppn, 

Refolved,  That  the  certificates  be  of  the  following  denomina- 
tions-— ■ 

737,  of  loco       737,000 
I         1470  of  600       882,000 

2205  of   500        J, 102, 500 

2940  of  400      1,176,000 

3675  of   300        IjI02,50Q 
11027  5,000,000 

That  the  value  or  denomination  of  the  certificates,  be  in  differ- 
ent parts  thereof  in  print  and  writing  : 

That  each  denomination  have  a  check  letter,  correfponding 
with  a  letter  in  the  margin  to  be  left  in  the  book  ; 

That  the  feveral  denominations  be  further  diftinguifhed  from 
each  other  by  having  the  border  at  the  end  of  the  certificate  varied 
or  altered  from  the  reft : 

That  the  engraved  ornaments  between  the  margin,  or  part  left 
in  the  book  and  the  certificate,  be  cut  indent-wife,  firft  having  oc- 
cafional  dafhes  niade  with  a  pen  acrofs  it,  of  the  colour  with  which 
the  treafur^r  figns  his  name  : 

That  the  impreffions  of  the  rolling  prefs  with  the  fignature  of 
the  treafurer  in  certificates  of  the  higheft  denomination  be  made 
with  yellow^  ink,  of  the  fecond  with  blue,  of  the  third  with  red, 
of  the  fourth  with  green,  and  of  the  fifth  or  loweil  denomination 
with  purple. 

A  petition  from  Jpfeph  Dean,  Matthev^  Irwin,  John  Punlap 
and  Benjamin  Harbefoa  was  read  5 

Ord€rej\ 
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Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Dodor  Charles  Ludwig  having  been  duly  Wxamined  on  the 
pradice  of  furgery  and  medicine,  and  recommended  as  duly  quali- 
fied ; 

Refohed,  That  he  be  appointed  furgeon  to  the  German  batta- 
lion. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poflponed  ; 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Saturday,  November  16,    1776. 

Refotved,  That  300  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  fecretary  of  the 
board  of  war  for  contingent  expences  ;  he  to  be  accouritiable. 

Refohed,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  convention  of  North 
Carolina,  to  ilation  brigadier  general  Moore  with  the  regular 
troops  under  his  command  in  fuch  parts  of  that  flate,  or  of  the 
ilate  of  South  Carolina,  where  they  will  be  in  a  capacity  to  render 
immediate  and  feafonable  afliftance  to  their  friends  in  South  Caro- 
lina ;  and  that  they  may  be  on  the  fpot  to  oppofe  the  enemy  when, 
and  wherefoever  they  Ihall  attempt  to  make  their  landing  good  in 
that  ftate  ;  and  that  the  convention  of  North  Carolina  do  immedi- 
ately at  the  continental  expence  embody  five  thoufand  militia  to 
complete  any  military  operations  already  begun  by  general  Moore, 
to  defend  the  Ilate  of  North  Carolina,  or  march  to  the  relief  of 
their  neighbours  in  South  Carolina  or  Virginia,  where  there  Ihall 
be  moft  occailon  for  their  fupport. 

The  committee  on  the  lottery  brought  in  a  report,  which  was 
read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  taken  into  confideration  on  Monday  nest. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  pollponed  j 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

Monday,  Noyemher  18,   1776. 

Refolvedy  That  40,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  council  of  fafe^. 
ty  of  Pennfylvania  ;  the  faid  ilate  to  be  accountable. 

A  letter  of  the  14th  from  general  Wafhington,  inclofing  copies 
of  letters  which  paffed  between  him  and  general  Howe  ;  one  of  the 
6th  from  general  Gates;  one  of  the  loth  from  Richard  Stockton 
and  G.  Clymer,  Efqrs.  at  Albany  ;  one  of  the  nth  from  general 
Schuyler  at  Albany  ;  one  of  the  16th  from  general  Stephen  at 
Amboy  ;  one  of  the  ill  from  B.  Harrifon,  paymafcer  in  the  fouth- 
ern  department :  and  one  of  the  8th  from  brigadier  general  Lewis 
at  Williamfburgh  were  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  letters  from  general  Wafhington,  general 
Schuyler,  general  Gates  and  brigadier  general  Stephen  be  referred 
to  the  board  of  war ;  that  the  letters  from  brigadier  general  Lewie 
^nd  B.  Harrifon  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

.  A  letter 


4^z 


Journals  of  Congress. 


A  letter  and  memorial  from  Jof^ph  Trumbull,  Efq;  and  a  me- 
morial from  E.  Hazard  were  read. 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter  from  Juliana  Zedwitz  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
committee  on  the  ftate  of  prifoners. 

Refohed,  That  a  member  be  added  to  the  faid  committee,  and 
that  they  be  directed  to  take  into  confideration  the  cafe  of  lieute- 
nant M'Lean,  who  was  fent  to  Philadelphia  by  general  Woofter. 

The  member  chofen,  Mr.  Hooper. 

The  marine  committee  having  recommended  Francis  Hopkin- 
fon,  Efq;  as  a  fit  perfon  to  execute  the  bufmefs  of  the  navy  under 
their  direction  ; 

Refolved,  That  he  be  accepted. 

A  memorial  of  IfaacCox,  in  behalf  of  Alexander  Frazer  and  o- 
thers,  inhabitants  of  the  ifland  of  Providence,  owners  of  two  (loops 
called  the  Dragon  and  the  Molly,  taken  by  private  floops  of  war 
called  the  Congrefs  and  Chance,  and  brought  into  the  port  of 
Philadelphia,  but  afterwards  releafed,  praying  for  letters  of  fafc 
condud  for  the  faid  floops  to  the  port  of  Providence,  in  order  to 
prevent  any  arreft  or  moleftation  by  the  veffels  of  war  in  the  fervice 
of  the  United  States  : 

Refohed^  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  granted. 

A  petition  from  Mufcoe  Livingfton  was  read  : 

Ordered i  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Wilfon,  Mr.  Wythe  and  Mr. 
p.ofs. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideralion  the  report  of  the  committee 
on  the  lottery  ;  whereupon, 

Refolvedy  That  the  fcheme  of  the  lottery  be  as  follows,  viz. 

That  it  confift  of  100,000  tickets,  each  ticket  to  be  divided  ii 
to  four  billets  and  to  be  drawn  in  four  clafles. 


ifi- 


Firft  Clafs,  at  10  dollars  each  billet, 
Dedudion,  at  15  percent. 


1,000,000 
150,000 


850,000 

Prizes,     i   of  10,000 

10,000 

2  of      5000 

IC,00O 

30  of      1000 

30,000 

400  of       50(? 

200,000 

20,000  of         20 

400,000 

Carried  to  the  fourth  clafs, 

200,000 

850,000 

Second  Clafs,   100,000 

billets 

at  20  dollars  each, 

2,000,000 

Dedudion,  at  15  per  cent. 

300,000 

r,7oo,ooa 
Prizes* 
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Prizes.     I  of  20,000 

2  of  J  0,000 

xo  of     5000 

100  of      1000 

820  of       500 

20,000  of         30 

Carried  to  the  fourth  clafs, 


20,000 

20,000 

50,000 

100,000 

410,000 

600,000 

500,000 


Third  Clafs,   100,000  billets  at  30  dollars  each, 
Dedudion,  at  15  per  cent. 


Prizes,     i  of  30,000 

1  of  20,000 

2  of  15,000 
2  of  10,000 

10  of      5000 

200    of        1000 

1000  of       500 
20,000  of         40 
Carried  to  the  fourth  clafs. 


30,000 

20,000 

30,000 

20,000 

50,000 

200,000 

500,000 

800,000 

900,000 


Fourth  Clafs,   100,000  billets  at  40  dollars  each, 
Dedudlion,  at  15  per  cent. 

Brought  from  the  firft  clafs, 

from  the  fecond  clafs, 
from  the  third  clafs. 


Total, 


Prizes.  1  of 

50,000 

2  of 

25,000 

2  of 

10,000 

10  of 

.  5000 

1 00  of 

1000 

200  of 

500 

1000  of 

300 

15,000  of 

200 

20,000  of 

50 

50,000 

50,000 

20,000 

50,000 

100,000 

100,000 

300,000 

3,000,000 

1,300,000 


1,700,000 

3 ,000,000 
450,000 

2,550,000 


2,550,000 

4,000,000 
600,000 


3,400,000 
200,000 
500,000 
900,000 

■I  ■ 

5,000,000 


5,000,000 


The  lottery  being  intended  to  raife  a  fum  of  money  on  loan, 
bearing  an  annual  intereft  of  four  per  cent,  which,  with  the  fums 
arifing  from  the  deductions,  is  to  be  applied  for  carrying  on  the 
prefent  moftjuftand  neceffary  war  in  defence  of  the  lives,  liberties 
and  property  of  the  inhabitants  of  thefe  United  States : 

Refohedy 


464  Journals  of    Congress. 

Refolved,  That  the  fortunate  adventurers  in  the  firft  clafs,  who 
draw  more  than  20  dollars,  and  fo  in  the  fecond  and  third  claffes 
who  draw  more  than  30  or  40  dollars  {hall,  at  their  option,  re- 
ceive a  treafury  bank  note  for  the  prize  or  prizes  drawn,  payable 
at  the  en  J  of  five  years,  and  an  annual  intereft  on  the  fame  at  the 
rate  of  four  per  cent,  or  the  pre-emption  of  fuch  billets  in  the 
next  fucceeding  clafs,  as  Ihall  not  be  renewed  within  the  time 
herein  after  limited.  Every  adventurer  in  the  firft  clafs  fhall  have 
a  right  to  go  through  the  fubfequent  claffes,  but  fnall  not  be  ob- 
liged to  do  it.  The  drawers  of  20,  30  and  40  dollars  in  the  firft, 
fecond  and  third  claffes  who  do  not  apply  for  their  money  within 
fix  weeks  after  the  drawing  ends,  fhall  be  deemed  adventurers  in 
the  next  fucceeding  clafs,  and  have  their  billets  renev/ed  without 
any  farther  trouble.  If  any  others  fhall  negledi:  or  decline  taking 
out  and  paying  the  price  of  their  billets,  for  a  fubfequent  clafs 
within  fix  weeks  after  the  drawing  ends,  their  billets  will  be  fold, 
to  the  fortunate  adventurers  in  the  preceeding  clafs,  or  to  fuch  as 
fhall  apply  for  the  fame.  The  fortunate  adventurers  in  the  laft 
clafs  who  draw  fifty  dollars  fhall,  upon  application  to  the  commif- 
fioners  of  the  loan  offices  in  the  refpe6tive  ftates  where  the  drawers 
refide,  receive  their  money  without  any  deduction,  and  all  who 
draw  above  that  fum,  fliall  receive  in  like  manner,  without  deduc- 
tion for  the  fums  drawn,  bank  treafury  notes  payable  at  the  end 
of  five  years  after  the  drawing,  at  the  loan  office  of  the  ftate  in 
which  the  drawers  refide.  The  intereft  to  conimence  from  the 
laft  day  of  drawing,  and  to  be  paid  annually  at  the  faid  refpe6live 
loan  offices  : 

That  for  carrying  into  execution  the  faid  lottery  there  fhall  be 
feven  managers,  who  fliall  give  bond,  and  be  on  oath  for  the  faith- 
ful difcharge  of  their  duty  : 

That  the  money  as  faft  as  received  by  the  managers  for  billets 
be  lodged  in  the  continental  treafury  : 

That  the  drawing  of  the  firft  clafs  begin  at  Philadelphia  on  the 
ift  of  March  1777,  or  fooner,  if  fooner  full. 

Refohed,  That  the  farther  confidcration  of  the  report  be  poft- 
poned  'till  to-morrow. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed ; 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Tuesday,   November  19.    1776. 
The  convention  of  Maryland  having  appointed  new   delegates 
two  of  them  attending  produced  the  credentials  of  their  appoint- 
ment, Vv'hich  were  read  as  follows: 

"   Maryland.      In   convention,  November    19th,    1776. 
Refolved,  That    the  honourable  Matthew  Tilghman,  Efq;  and 
Thomas  Jchnfon  jun.     William    Paca,   Thomas    Stone,    Samuel 
Chafe,  Benjamin  Rumfey,  and  Charles  Carrol,  Bar.   Efquires,  or 

any 
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any  three  or  more  of  them  be  delegates  to  reprefent  this  ftatc  in 
Congrefs  until   the  firft  day  of  March  next,  or  until  the  General 
AfTembly  (hall  make  further  order  therein,  and  that  the  faid  dele- 
gates or  a-ny  three  or  more  of  them'be  authorifed  and  impowcred 
to  concur  with  the  other  United  States,  or  a  majority  of  them  in 
forming  a  confederation,  and   in    ma^iing  foreign  alliances  ;  pro- 
vided that  fuch  confederation  whep  iornied  be  not  binding  upon 
this  Hate  without  the  affent  of  the  General  AfTembly  ;  and  the  faid 
delegates  or  any  three  or  more  of  them  are  alio  authorifed  and  im» 
powered  to  concur  in  any  meafures  which  may  be  refolved  on  by^ 
Congrefs  for  carrying  on  the  war  with  Great-Britain,  and  fecur- 
ing   the   liberties  of  the   United  States,  referving  always  to  this 
Hate  the  fole  and  exclufive  right  of  regulating  the  internal  police 
thereof.     And  the  faid  delegates  or  any  three  or  more  of  them  arc 
hereby  authorifed,  and   impowered  notwithftanding  any  meafure 
heretofore  taken    to  concur  with  the  Congrefs,  or  a  majority   of 
them    in  accoramodatins;   our   unhappy  difference    with    Great- 
Britain,  on  fuch  terms  as  the  Congrefs  or  a  majority  of  them  fhall 
think  proper.  Extra6i  from  the  minutes^ 

G.  Duval/' 
Refohed,  That  the  board   of  treafury  be  direded,  in    fettling 
brigadier-general   Armftrong's  accounts,  to  allow  his  charge  for 
travelling   expences  to   and  from    South-Carolina,  amounting  to 
400  dollars. 

A  letter  of  the  16th  from  general  Walhington  and  one  of  the 
17th  from  C.   Biddle,  were  read. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into 
confideration  ;  whereupon^ 

Refolve'd^  That  one  hundred  3  pounders,  fifty  6  pounders,  fifty 
'12  pounders,  thirteen  18  pounders,  and  thirteen  24  pounders.^  all 
of  brafs,  be  immediately  provided  as  field  artillery  for  the  ufe  of 
the  armies  of  the  United  States  ; 

That  the  fecret  committee  be  diredled  to  take  the  moft  effeftual 
meafures  for  procuring  the  faid  brafs  artillery;  that  the  faid  com- 
mittee confer  with  the  committee  for  procuring  cannon,  and  con- 
fult  with  them  how  many  they  can  provide  : 

That  this  matter  be  kept  as  fecret  as  the  nature  of  the  bufinefs 
will  admit. 

Refolved,  That  400  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  delegates  of 
North-Carolina,  for  the  ufc  of  that  ftate,  which  is  to  be  account- 
able. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  report  on  thclottery, 
whereupon, 

Refolvedf  That  each  of  the  managers  fhall  receive  for  his  troii-> 
ble  one  tenth  per  centum,  on  all  the  money  he  fhall  receive  on  the 
fale  of  the  tickets  : 

That  the  tickets  or  billets  be  fold  for  ready  money: 

N  3  That 
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That  each  of  the  managers  give  bond  to  the  prefident  for  the 
life  of  the  United  States  in  the  penalty  of  20,000  dollars  for  the 
faithful  difcharee  of  their  trull. 

Refolvedy  That  a  member  be-added  to  the  committee  appointed 
to  hear  the  appeal  againft  the  fentence  pafTed  on  the  libel  John 
Barry,  &c.  v.  the  iloop  Betfey  &c.  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Rutledge. 

The  member  chofen  Mr.   Chafe. 

Congrefs  being  informed  there  are  two  enligncies  vacant  in  the 
German  battalion,  proceeded  to  elefi  perfons  to  fill  up  the  fame; 
and  the  ballots  being  taken, 

George  Howard,  and  Jacob  Laudermilk  were  elected. 

The  committee  of  treafury  reported  that  there  ought  to  be  ad- 
vanced to  colonel  James  Livingfton  the  fum  of  2000  dollars,  for 
which  he  is  to  account  with  the  commiffioners  for  auditing  the  ac- 
counts in  the  northern  department  : 

That  there  is  due  to  Edward  Rutledge,  Efq;  for  cafh  he  paid 
by  order  of  Congrefs  to  Jofeph  Beck  an  exprefs  to  South  Carolina 
with  difpatches  intercepted  with  Kirkland  &c.  the  fum  of  133.30 
dollars,  and  for  the  expences  of  himfeif,  Dod.  Franklin  and  Mr. 
Adams,  a  committee  to  Stalen  Ifland,  and  back,  71.30  dollars  : 
the  whole  amounting  to  204.60  dollars  : 

To  Jof.  Baldwin  for  ferriage  of  militia  over  Nefhaminy  ferry, 
6.54  dollars : 

To  Samuel  Pugh,  for  vi6lualling  troops  of  the  flying  camp 'on 
their  march,  8  dollars  : 

To  John  Jarvis,  for  ferriage  over  Nefhaminy,  12.21  dollars, 
and  horfe  hire  to  different  exprefles,  10.36  dollars,  the  whole 
22.57  dollars  : 

That  there  fhould  be  paid  to  the  board  of  war,  to  be  by  them 
fent  to  Benjamin  Harrifon,  jun.  efq;  deputy  pay mafter  general  in. 
Virginia,  the  fum  of  300,000  dollars  for  the  ufe  of  the  army  in 
that  department : 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

Congrefs  refum.ed  the  confideration  of  the  report  of  the  board 
ot  war  of  the  I3thin{lant;  whereupon, 

Refolvedi  That  the  commilfary  general,  or  his  deputies,  make 
regular  weekly  returns  of  all  rations  iffued  or  paid  to  the  officers 
and  privates  of  any  regiment,  troop  or  company  in  the  fervice  of 
the  States,  to  the  adjutant-general  or  his  deputies,  to  be  by  him 
inferted  in  the  general  returns  of  the  army,  aud  tranfmitted  to 
Congrefs  monthly  : 

That  on  any  lick  or  difabled  non-commiflioned  officer  or  fol- 
dier  being  fent  to  any  hofpitai  or  fick  quarters,  the  captain  or 
commandant  of  the  troop  or  company  to  which  he  belongs,  Ihall 
fend  to  the  furgeon  or  direftor  of  the  faid  hofpitai,  or  give  to  the 
non-commilfioned  officer  or  foldier  fo  in  the  hofpitai  or  quarters, 
ai  certificate,  counterfigned  by  the  paymafter  of  the  regiment,  if 

he 
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he  be  with  the  regiment,  of  what  pay  is  due  to  fuch  fick  non- 
commiffioned  officer  or  private  at  the  time  of  his  entering  the  hof- 
pital  or  quarters;  and  the  captain  or  commandant  of  the  troop  or 
company  fhall  not  receive  the  pay  of  the  faid  foldier  in  hofpital  or 
quarters,  or  include  him  in  any  pay  abftraft  during  his  continu- 
ance therein.  And  in  cafe  any  non-commiflioned  officer  or  fol- 
dier fliall  be  difcharged  from  the  hofpital  or  quarters  as  unfit  for 
farther  fervice,  a  certificate  fhall  be  given  him  by  the  furgeon  or 
director  of  what  pay  is  then  due  to  him ;  and  the  faid  non-com- 
miffioned  officer  or  foldier  fo  difcharged  fhall  be  entitled  to  receive 
his  pay  at  any  pay-office  or  from  any  paymafter  in  the  fervice  of 
the  United  States  ;  the  faid  paymafler  keeping  fuch  original  certi- 
ficate, to  prevent  irapofitions,  and  giving  the  non-commiffioned 
officer  or  foldier  his  difcharge,  or  a  certified  copy  thereof,  men^ 
tioning  at  the  fame  time  his  having  been  paid: 

That  this  refolution  be  tranfmitted  to  the  commanders  in  chief 
in  the  feveral  departments,  to  be  by  them  given  out  in  orders  and 
then  delivered  to  the  diredtors  of  the  hofpltals  in  each  department, 
who  are  to  caufe  the  fame  to  be  fixed  up  in  fome  confpicuous  place 
or  places  in  every  military  hofpital  for  the  information  of  all  con- 
cerned : 

That  letters  be  immediately  fent  to  the  councils  of  fafety,  con- 
ventions, or  legifiatures  of  Pennfylvania  and  the  flates  to  the 
fouthward  thereof,  defiring  them  forthwith  to  lay  up  magazines 
of  military  flores,  ammunition  and  fait  provlfions  in  the  fafefl:  and 
moil  convenient  places  in  the  faid  flates  refpeftively,  for  the  ufc 
of  fuch  continental  troops  and  militia  as  it  may  be  neceffary  to 
bring  into  the  field  in  the  enfuing  winter  for  the  defence  of  thefe 
ftates : 

That  fome  proper  perfon  be  appointed  to  aft  in  the  capacity  of 
armourer,  to  affiil  the  commifTary  of  flores  in  infpeding,  fuper- 
intending  repairs,  and  taking  care  of  all  continental  arms  in  the 
public  magazines  at  Philadelphia. 

Congrefs  deem  it  neceffary  upon  every  principle  of  propriety  to 
remind  the  feveral  Itates,  how  Indlfpenfible  it  is  to  the  common 
fafety,  that  they  purfue  the  moO:  immediate  and  vigorous  meafures 
to  furnifh  their  refpetlive  quotas  of  troops  for  the  new  army,  as 
the  time  of  fervice  for  which  the  prefent  army  is  inlifted  is  fo  near 
expirlfig  that  the  country  may  be  left  In  a  condition  in  a  great 
meafure  defencelefs,  unlefs  quickly  fupplied  by  nsw  levies. 

Refohed,  That  major  Stewart,  who  brought  the  late  intelli- 
gence from  general  Gates,  and  who  is  recommended  as  a  deferving 
officer,  have  the  rank  of  lieutenant-colonel  by  brevet,  and  be  pre- 
fented  with  a  fWord  of  the  value  of  one  hundred  dollars. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed  ; 

Adjourned  'till  ten  o'clock  to-morrbw, 

Wednesday, 
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Wednesday,  November  id  I'j'] 6, 

Refolved,  That  40,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  Mr.  J.  Meafe,  for- 
the  public  fervice;  he  to  be  accountable. 

The  keeper  of  the  public  prifon  having  informed  Congrefs  that 
he  has  difcovered  a  plot  among  the  prifoners  to  eifeft  an  cfcape, 
vhich  one  of  them  has  accomplifhed  ;  and  that  he  has  good  reafon 
to  believe  horfes  are  purchafed  in  Philadelphia,  and  kept  ready  for 
them,  when  they  fhall  have  efcaped  from  prifon  ;  it  was  thereupon 

Refohed,  That  the  goal-keeper  be  direfted  to  keep  the  prifoners 
in  his  cuftody  clofe  locked  up  till  further  orders  : 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  council  of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania 
to  examine  Mr.  Jewell  the  goal-keeper,  refpedling  this  matter, ^nd 
to  take  every  meafure  in  their  power  to  find  out  the  accomplices  in 
the  plot,  if  any  there  are. 

A  letter  of  the  i8th  from  lord  Stirling  was  read. 

The  board  of  war,  to  whom  were  referred  the  memorials  from 
captain  Lockwood  and  captain  Ofwald,  brought  in  a  report  which 
was  taken  into  confiderrtion  ;  whereupon, 

Refolved,  That  fuch  parts  of  the  faid  memorials  as  relate  to  their 
pay  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

A  letter  of  the  2d  from  the  council  of  fafety  of  Maryland  was 
read  and  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter  of  the  6th  from  general  Lee  to  Dr.  Franklin,  having 
been  fent  to  the  board  of  war,  and  by  them  opened,  was  laid  be- 
fore Congrefs  and  read ; 

Orderedy  That  the  board  of  war  prepare  a  letter  tb  general  Lee, 
and  report  the  fame  to  Congrefs. 

Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  eledion  of  managers  of  the  lottery, 
and  the  ballots  being  taken,  the  following  gentlemen  were  chofen, 
viz. 

Sharp  Delany,  John  Purviance,  Owen  Biddle,  Francis  Lewis, 
^un.  Jacob  Barge,  Jonathan  B.  Smith,  and  James  Searle. 

Re/blved,  That  a  member  be  added  to  the  fecrct  committee,  in 
the  room  of  Mr.  Bartlett,  who  is  abfent  : 

The  member  chofen,  Mr.  Whipple. 

Refohed,  That  the  poft-mafter  general  be  direded  to  remove 
Beffonet  of  Briftol  in  Pennfylvania,  from  the  office  of  deputy  poft- 
mafter,  and  appoint  fome  other  trufty  perfon  in  that  town  tp  that 
office  : 

That  the  committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  circumftances 
of  the  lofs  of  the  packet  from  general  Wafnington,  be  direded  to 
apply  to  the  council  of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania,  to  apprehend  BcfTg- 
net  of  Bviflol  and  his  bar-keeper,  and  bring  them  to  Philadelphia 
for  examination,  takingTare  to  keep  them  apart,  and  that  they 
have  the  affiftance  of  the  continental  troops  in  Philadelphia,  if  ne- 
eeffary : 

That  the  faid  committee  write  to  the  commanding  officer  of  the 

continental 
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^continental  troops  in  New-Jerfey,  to  make  diligent  fearch  for  on& 
Wilkins  who  was  at  the  tav>:;rn  in  Briftol  when  the  packet  was  loft, 
and  to  fend  him,  if  found,  under  guard  to  Philadelphia. 

Refohedi  That  the  board  of  v»rar  be  impowered  to  adminifter 
oaths  to  perfons  examined  by  them. 

The  committee  of  treafury  reported  that  there  is  due, 

To  lieut.  Smith  for  his  expences  with  a  party  to  efcort  money  to 
Brunfwick,  and  to  fort  Montgomery,  a  ballance  of  19.19  dollars  ; 
the  amount  of  his  account  being  5519  dollars,  of  which  he  recciv*- 
edfrom  Robert  Erwin,  32  dollars,  and  from  R.  Dallam,  4  dollars, 
remains  19.19  dollars. 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  paid. 

The  board  of  treafury  reported  farther  inilruclions  ta  the  com- 
mlflioners  for  auditing  the  accounts  of  the  army  under  the  command 
of  general  Wailiingtoh,   which  were  agreed  to  as  follows:     , 

That  in  adjuftimg  the  accounts  of  perfons  whofe  particular  cir- 
curaftances  may  have  rendered  them  unable  to  procure  vouchers,  or 
who  by  unavoidable  accidents  have  loft  the  fame,  or  any  part  of 
the  public  ftores  committed  to  their  care,  the  commifiioners  endea- 
vour to  obtain  the  heft  information  from  the  general  officers  or  other 
perfons  relative  to  fuch  accounts,  and  ufjp  a  difcretionary  power  in 
adminiftring  oaths  or  affirmations  previous  to  their  fettling  the  fame: 

That  the  commifiioners  fend  to  the  ftate  of  Virginia,  and  to  the 
ftates  northward  and  eaftward  thereof,  for  their  accounts  againft 
the  faid  army,  if  fuch  accounts  fliould  not  be  forwarded,  agreeable 
to  a  circular  letter  from  the  board  of  treafury  to  the  faid  ftates  : 

That  the  commiffioners  ufe  every  precaution  to  prevent  the  lofa 
of  any  public  books  or  papers,  that  miy  be  in  their  pofTeffion,  and 
for  this  purpofe  that  they  apply  to  the  quarter- mafter  general  for 
a  waggon  and  hories,  to  be  under  their  dire<Slion  : 

That  they  ccafider  the  flying  camp  as  part  of  general  V/afning-' 
ton's  army,  and  adjuftthe  accounts  accordingly. 

The  marine  committee  brought  in  a  report  for  encrealing-  the 
navy  of  the  United  States,  v/hich  was  taken  into  confiderarion  ^ 
whereupon, 

Refohed,  That  there  be  immediately  undertaken,    « 
In  New-Hampftiire,  1    fhip  of  74  guns. 

In  Maffachufett's-Bay,      i   ditto  of  74  ditto, 

I    ditto  of  26  ditto, 
In  Pennfylvania,  i   ditto  of  74  ditto, 

I   brig  of  18  ditto,  and  a  packet- bo^t^ 
In  Virginia,  2   frigates  of  36  ditto,  each, 

In  Maryland,  2   ditto  of  36  ditto  each. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponcd: 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Thursdav- 
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Thursday,  ISJovemher  z\^  I77^« 

Refohed,  That  250  dollars  be  advanced  to  captain  Gabriel 
Long,  of  the  late  colonel  Stevenfon's  battalion,  for  the  purpofe  of 
recruiting  his  company ;    he  to  be  accountable  : 

That  captain  Long's  accounts  be  referred  to  the  board  of  trea- 
fury. 

As  the  neceflity  of  obtaining  an  army  immediately  to  oppofe 
the  defigns  of  the  enemy  is  fo  evident  and  preffing  as  to  render  it 
proper  to  give  all  poflible  facility  to  that  bufinefs  ; 

Refohed,  That  each  Hate  be  at  liberty  to  direct  their  recruiting 
officers  to  inlifl:  their  men  either  for  the  v^ar  or  three  years,  upon 
the  refpeftive  bounties  offered  by  Congrefs,  without  prefenting 
inlifting  rolls  for  both  terms,  according  to  a  former  refolution  ; 
keeping  it  always  in  view,  that  in  the  opinion  of  Congrefs  the  pub- 
lic fervice  will  be  beft  promoted  by  inliftments  for  the  war,  if  the 
recruiting  fervice  is  not  retarded  thereby. 

The  committee  of  treafury  reported,  that  there  is  due, 

To   Samuel  Lockwood  for  his  pay  as   affiftant  engineer  in  the 

,army  in  Canada,  from  the  5th  of  November,  1775,  to  the   i8th  of 

May,  1776,  at  20  dollars  per  month,   128.60  dollars;    and  from 

the  19th  of  May  to  the  cth  November,  at  30  dollars  per  month, 

167  dollars  ;  the  whole,  295.60  dollars  : 

To  John  Bates  for  two  fire  hoods,  fhovel,  tongs,  &c.  for  the  ufe 
of  the  treafury  office,   16.36  dollars. 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed  : 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Friday,.  Noveriher  22,  1776.     • 

A  letter  of  the  2cth  from  general  Mercer  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  an  extrad:  thereof  be  fent  to  the  affembly  and 
council  of  Pennfylvania. 

Congrefs  being  informed  that  a  number  of  fick  foldicrs  were 
fent  to  Philadelphia  from  the  flying  camp  and  lodged  in  the  bar- 
racks, and  it  being  apprehended  that  their  continuance  in  the  bar- 
racks may  endanger  the  health  of  the  foldiers  there; 

Ordered^  That  the  medical  committee  take  charge  of  the  fai'd 
fick,  and  have  them  quartered  in  private  houfes,  and  properly  ta- 
ken care  of,  and  that  they  immediately  attend  to  this  bufinefs  : 

That  Dr.  Ludwic  be  di reded  to  attend  the  faid  fick.    • 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  and  memorial 
of  Mrs.  Zedwitz,  brought  in  a  report  which  was  taken  into  conr 
fideration  ;  whereupon,  _    . 

Rcfolved,  That  lieutenant-colonel  Zedwitz  be  removed  to  Phi- 
ladelphia and  confined  in  the  ftate  prifon  ;  and  that  due  care  be 
taken  to  prevent  him  from  any  intercourfe  or  correfpondence  v/itn 

the  enemiec  of  thefe  ftates  ;  • 

That 
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That  the  fum  of  58.49  dollars  be  paid  to  Mrs.  Zedwitz,  in  full 
for  fervices  done  for  the  continent,  as  fet  forth  in  her  petition  : 

That  the  further  fum  of  80  dollars  be  paid  to  the  faid  Mrs. 
Zedwitz,  in  full  for  two  months  pay  due  to  her  hufband. 

Refohedf  Th'dt  100,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  council  of 
fafety  of  Pennfyhania  ;  that  ftate  to  be  accountable. 

Congrefs  taking  into  confideration  the  prefent  llate  of  the  army, 
of  which  fome  parts  have  already  difoanded,  and  others  will  pro- 
bably do  fo  when  the  times  they  engaged  for  fliall  expire,  which 
muft  foon  happen ;  fo  that  there  is  great  danger  that  the  enemy 
mufl  be  oppofed  either  by  unequal  numbers,  or  by  militia,  not  on- 
ly a  more  expenfive  but  a  iefs  efficacious  aid  than  regular  forces  ; 
and  there  being  good  grounds  to  hope  that  vigorous  efforts  at  this 
critical  conjunftureymay  bring  the  war  to  a  fpeedy  as  well  as  happy 
conclulion  ; 

Refolvedy  That  blank  commiflions  be  fent  to  general  Wafhing- 
ton,  and  that  he  be  impowered  to  infert  therein  the  names  of  fuch 
officers  as  he  fhall  think  fit,  not  revoking  thofe  appointments 
which  have  been  made  by  commiffioners  from  any  of  the  United 
States;  and  the  general,  commiflioners,  and  officers  are  conjured 
to  recruit,  by  all  the  means  in  their  power,  the  regiments  now  or 
lately  in  the  camp  ;  and  that  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to 
repair  to  head  quarters,  and  confulting  with  the  general,  afEft  in 
the  accomplifhment  of  this  necelTary  bunnefs. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Paca,  Mr.  Witherfpoon,  and  Mr. 
Rofs. 

Ordered.,  That  the  faid  committee  make  particular  inquiry  why 
the  troops  are  not  paid,  and  that  they  inquire  into,  and  redrefs  to- 
the  utmoft  of  their  power,  the  juft  grievances  of  the  foldiers. 

Refolved,  That  the  fum  of  166,666.60  dollars  be  advanced  to 
the  ftate  of  MafTachufet's-Bay,  in  part  of  their  account  againft  the 
continent ;  the  faid  ftate  to  be  accountable. 

Ordered^  That  a  copy  of  the  refolutions  refpecling  the  lottery 
be  delivered  to  the  managers,  and  that  the  faid  managers  proceed 
immediately  in  carrying  the  lottery  into  execution. 

Congrefs  took  into  conlideration  the  report  of  the  committee  on 
the  application  from  the  convention  of  New-York,  refpecling  the 
wafte  of  hides  in  the  army  ;  whereupon, 

Refahed,  That  the  commifTaries  in  each  department  be  directed 
to  employ  proper  perfons  to  take  immediate  charge  of  the  hidctJ 
and  tallow  in  their  refpedlive  diilrids  ;  that  the  former  may  be 
tanned  into  leather,  or  at  leaft  fo  far  cured  as  to  prevent  their  be- 
ing fpoiled,  and  the  latter  rendered  into  kegs  or  callcs,  that  there 
be  no  wafte  of  thofe  valuable  articles,  but  that  they  may  be  ftored 
for  the  ufe  of  the  continent,  and  be  fubjed  to  the  orders  of  Con- 
grefs;  and  that  the  faid  commifTaries  be  ftrongiy  urged  to  pay  due 
attention  to  this  refolve,  it  being  a  matter  of  ^confiderablc  import- 
ance. 

Rdfohedi 
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Refohed,  Thgt  two  months  pay  be  advanced  to  doAor  Ludwi'g 
of  the  German  battalion  ;   he  to  be  accountable. 

A  itate  of  the  ir:cooven;encies  to  which  the  troops.on  the  eaftern 
fliore  of  Vjrfnnia  are  parcicularly  fubje^r,  was  laid  before  Congrcfs 
and  read  j 

Ordtred,  That  it  be  refe  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter  of'the  i6thfi'o;ri  j.  -  :  ariibuli,  coinmiffary-generaljWas 
read,  adv^Ang  that  he  had  on  that  day  drawn  on  the  prefident  at 
four  day ^  .i  4  It,  in    fa  1   Mr.  Matthew  Irvin,  for  the  fum  of 

20,000  doiiaiT,,  to  piircii.:i:e  pork  and  flour,  and  defiring  the  fame 
may  be  paid  and  charged  to  his  (J.  Trumbull's)  account :   ' 

Rijolved,  That  the  prrfident  draw  an  order  on  the  treafurer  for 
the  payment  of  the  f:iid  bills,  and  that  the  money  be  accordingly- 
charcxed  to  the  account  of  J.  Trumbull. 

The  icverai  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed  ; 

Adjourned  to  lo  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Saturday,  November  23,  17 76. 

A  letter  of  the  19th  and  3  ill  from  general  Waihington  was 
read, 

Refohed^Th^t  500,000  dollars  be  fent  to  the  pay-mafter  general: 

That  250,000  dollars  be  fent  to  R.  Dallam,  Efq; 

Refohed,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  with  full  powers 
to  devife  and  execute  meafares  for  effectually  reinforcing  general 
Wafnington,  and  obflrudling  the  progrefs  of  general  Howe's  army ; 
and  they  are  ordered  to  proceed  immediately  on  this  bufinefs. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Wilfon,  Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  Chafe, 
Mr.  Clymer,  and  Mr.  Stockton. 

RefrAved,  That  the  board  of  war  be  dire61:ed'to  order  the  Vir- 
p-inia  battalion  on  the  eaftern  fhore,  and  the  two  Pennfylvania 
battalions  commanded  by  colonel  Mackay  and  colonel  Cooke,  to 
march  with  all  pciTible  expedition  ;  the  former  to  Philadelphia, 
and  the  two  latter  by  the  neareft  route  to  Brunfwick  in  New- 
lerfey,  or  to  join  general  Wafhington  wherever  he  may  be;  and 
that  the  faid  board  ufe  every  means  in  their  power  to  expedfte  the 
march  of  thefc  troops  ;  and  they  are  ordered  to  attend  immedi- 
ately to  this  bulinefs. 

The  better  to  oppofe  the  progrefs  of  the  enemy, 

Refolved,  That  general  Wafhington  be  direfted  to  order  under 
his  immediate  command  fuch  of  the  forceps  now  in  the  northern 
department  as  have  been  raifed  in  the  Hates  of  Pennfykania  and 
New-Jerfey,  and  that  the  commanding  ofnctr  in  the  northern  de- 
partment be  direded  to  apply  to  the  legiflatures  of  the  eaftern 
dates  to  afford  him  fuch  afiiflance  as  he  may  ftand  in  need  of. 

Refohedy  That  general  Wafhington  be  direded  to  prbpofe  tO 
»-eneral  Howe,  an  exchange  of  William  Franklin,  Efq;  late  go- 
vernor of  Nev/-Jerfey,  for  brigadier-general  Thompfon. 

The 
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The  committee  of  treafury  reported  that  there  is  due, 

To  the  committee  of  Northampton  county,  and  to  be  paid  to 
Jefle  Jones,  for  fundry  fupplies  of  provifions,  waggons,  &c.  to  the 
militia  on  their  march  to  New-Jerfey,  and  for  fupplies  to  prifonera 
and  continental  troops,   1337.54  dollars  : 

To  John  Afhbe,  for  a  waggon,  horfes,  and  a  negro  man,  his 
property,  loft  in  the  fervice  of  the  ftates  at  New- York,  786.60 
dollars  : 

To  John  Cox,  for  eight  rifle  guns  fupplied  by  Edward  Snicker, 
for  the  ufe  of  captain  Gabriel  pong's  company  of  Virginia  rifle- 
men,   146.60  dollars  : 

To  lieutenants  Bogart  and  Ball,  two  prifoners  of  the  Britifh 
navy,  and  to  be  paid  to  James  Smith,  Efq;  for  their  allowance 
from  9th  July  to  19th  November,  1776,  incluflve,  19  weeks,  at 
2  dollars  a-week,  76  dollars  : 

To  brigadier-general  Armflirong,  for  his  pay  and  rations  from 
ift  March  to  23d  November,  infl;.  incluiive,  and  his  travelling  ex-' 
pences  to  and  from  South-Caroliua,   1781.63  dollars  : 

To  Dr.  David  Jamefon,  for  fundry  medicines^and  attendance  to 
fick  foldiers  of  captain  Grier's  company,  and  captain  Nelfon's 
company,  in  the  continental  fervice,   290.24  dollars: 

To  colonel  Jeremiah  Dugan,  for  fundry  fupplies  to  the  army 
in  Canada,  for  which  he  has  now  produced  a  voucher,  the  want  of 
which  prevented  the  fame  being  reported  the  19th  of  Auguft  laft,* 
the  fum  of  484.73  dollars  : 

To  the  board  of  war,  for.  a  draft  of  R.  Dallam,  Efq;  deputy 
pay-mafter  general,  dated  New-Brunfwick,  the  21ft  inll.  in  favour 
of  colonel  Clement  Biddle,  deputy  quarter-mafl:er  general,  10,000 
dollars  : 

That  there  fliould  be  paid  to  Richard  Bache,Efq;  pofl:-mafter  ge- 
neral, as  an  advance  for  the  ufe  of  the  poft-office,  2666.60  dollars  : 

Ordered^  That  the  faid.  fums  be  paid. 

Refolved,  That  by  any  thing  heretofore  done  it  is  not  intended 
to  prejudice  or  ftrengthen  the  right  or  claim  of  the  United  States 
or  any  of  them,  to  any  lands  in  America,  nor  to  determine  in  what 
proportion  or  manner  the  expences  of  the  war  fhall  be  raifed  or 
adjufted,  except  as  to  the  iirft  three  millions  of  dollars  emitted  by 
Congrefs,  and  a  farther  emiffion  of  three  millions  of  dollars,  on 
Dec.  26,  1775. 

Refolvedy  That  20,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  commiffioners 
appointed  by  the  convention  of  Maryland,  to  raifc  their  quota  of 
troops  ;  they  to  be  accountable. 

The  fevefal  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed  : 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

Monday,  November  25,   1776. 
A  letter  of  the  23d  from  gen.Waftiington  at  Newark,  was  read ; 
Ordered^  That  It  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  Coa  ■ 

3  O  gi'els 
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§rcfs,  and  that  general  Mifflin,  who  brought  the  letter  be  defired 
to  attend  the  faid  committee. 

Congrefs  then  relolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  ani 
after  fome  time  the  prefident  refumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Nelfon 
reported,  that  the  committee  have  had  under  confideration  the  let- 
ter referred  to  them,  and  have  heard  general  Mifflin  on  the  fubjeft, 
and  thereupon  come  to  fundry  refolutions,  which  he  was  ordered 
to  report,  but  that  not  having  finished,  defired  leave  to  fit  again. 

The  refolutions  reported  from  the  committee  of  the  whole  being 
read,  were  agreed  to,  as  follows  : 

Refolved^  That  the  council  of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania  be  requeft- 
cd  to  call  forth  immediately  the  afibciators  in  the  city  and  liber- 
tie*  of  Philadelphia,  and  in  the  counties  of  Philadelphia,  Chefter, 
Bucks,  and  Northampton,  to  continue  in  the  fervice  of  the  U- 
nited  States  fix  weeks  from  the  time  they  join  the  army,  unlefs 
fooner  difchar.  ed  by  Congrefs  : 

That  the  volunteers  who  fhall  enrol  to  ferve  the  United  States 
to  the  loth  of  March  next,^-all  ileverthelefs  be  dlfcharged  as  foon 
as  the  fituation  of  public  affairs  will  pofTibly  admit ;  it  being  the 
intention  of  Congrefs  to  detain  them  no  longer  than  the  prefent 
emergency  fhall  render  it  abfolutely  neceffary  : 

That  35,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  council  of  fafety  of 
.Pennfylvania,  for  the  public  fervice;  the  faid  flateito  be  accountable: 

That  4000  dollars  be  advanced  to  colonel  Haufegger,  for  the 
ufe  of  his  battafion  ;  he  to  be  accountable  : 

That  the  board  of  war  be  direded  to  order  the  German  battalion 
to  march  immediately  and  join  general  Wafhington  : 

That  the  faid  board  write  to  governor  Henry  of  Virginia,  and 
rcquefl  him  to  order  the  light  horfe  In  the  fervice  of  that  ftate,  to 
march  with  all  poffible  expedition  to  join  general  Wafhington  ; 

That  the  faid  board  order  brigadier-general  Roche  de  Fermoy, 
to  repair  immediately  to  general  Wafhington,  inflead  of  going  to 
the  northward. 

Refohed,  That  general  Mifflin  be  direfted  to  flay  in  the  city  of 
Philadelphia  until  general  Wafhington  fhall  require  his  attendance 
«t  the  camp,  and  that  general  Wafhington  be  informed  of  this  by 
the  prefident. 

Refolve'd,  That  Congrefs  will  to-morrow  refolve   itfelf  into   a 
committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  confideration  the  flate  of 
the  army. 
'    The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poflponed ; 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Tuesday,  Novernher  26,   1776. 
A  letter  of  the  8th  from  George  Morgan  at  Pittfburg,  and  one 
of  the  2  ifb  from  the  council  of  fafety  of  Maryland,  were  read. 
Refohed,  That   icog  dollars  be  advanced  to   Robert   Erwln, 

waggon- 
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waggon-mafler  general,  for  the  public  fervice;  he  to  be  account- 
able. 

Congrefs  being  informed  that  fome  perfons  in  the  city  of  Phila- 
delphia, governed  by  principles  inimical  to  the  caufe  of  America, 
and  with  views  of  avarice  and  extortion,  have  monoplized  and  en- 
groffed  fhoes,  Itockings,  and  other  neceffaries  for  the  army,  whilft 
the  foldiers  of  the  continent,  fighting  for  the  liberties  of  their 
country,  are  expofed  to  the  injuries  of  the  weather,  at  this  incle- 
ment feafon :  . 

Refolvedy  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Aflembly  of  the  ilate 
of  Pennfylvania  to  adopt  fuch  immediate  meafures  for  remedying 
this  evil,  as  their  wifdom  fhall  fuggeft  to  be  adequate  to  the  pre- 
fent  purpofe,  and  for  preventing  like  pernicious  pra6lices  for  the 
future. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report  which  was  taken  into 
confideration ;   whereupon, 

Refolvedy  That  a  regiment  of  artillery  to  be  armed  with  mufl^eta 
and  bayonets  inftead  of  fufees,  be  raifed  in  the  ftate  of  Virginia, 
on  continental  eflablifhment ;  the  two  companies  already  raifed 
there  to  be  part  of  the  faid  regiment,  which  is  to  be  compofed  of 
one  colonel,  one  lieutenant  colonel,  one  major,  and  ten  companies, 
each  to  confift  of  one  captain,  three  lieutenants,  one  ferjeant,  four 
bombardiers,  eight  gunners,  four  corporals,  and  forty-eight 
matroifes. 

Refolved,  That  1150  dollars  be  paid  to  Gerard  W.  Beekman  or 
order,  and  charged  to  the  account  of  Richard  Dallum,  'Efq.  de- 
puty pay-mafter  general,  the  fame  being  iii  full  of  a. draught  of 
the  faid  R.  Dallam  on  R.  Peters,  Efq;  fecretary  of  the  board  of 
war,  in  favour  of  the  faid  G.  W.  Beekman,  dated  New-Brunfwick, 
November  15th,  1776. 

Mr  F.  Lewis,  jun.  having  informed  Congrefs  that  he  cannot 
confiftent  with  his  private  engagements,  undertake  to  be  a  mana- 
ger of  the  lottery,  and  defiring.  to  be  excufed  from  that  fervice  : 

Rejolvedy  That  he  be  excufed,  and  that  another  be  elected  in 
his  room  ; 

The  ballots  being  taken, 

Dr.  David  Jackfon  was  elected. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee,  who  brought  in  the  fcherae  of 
the  lottery,  confer  with  the  managers  thereof,  in  order  that  they 
may  proceed  on  that  bufinefs. 

Congrefs  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  to  take 
into  confideration  the  llate  of  the  army  ;  and  after  fome  time  the 
prefident  refumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Nclfon  reported,  that  the 
committee  have  had  under  confideration  the  matter  to  them  refer- 
red, and  have  come  to  fundry  refolutions,  which  he  was  ordered 
to  lay  before  Congrefs. 

The 
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The  refolutions  reported  from  the  committee  of  the  whole  being 
read,  were  agreed  to,  as  follows  : 

Refolved,  That  the  cannon  committee  be  dire6led  to  inquire 
what  quantity  of  cannon  are  on  board  the  prize  fhip  that  arrived 
yefterday  in  the  port  of  Philadelphia;  and  if  they  are  fit  for  field 
artillery,  to  take  meafures  to  have  them  mounted  on  proper  carri- 
ages, and  fent  to  general  Wafhington  : 

That  the  affembly  of  the  ftate  of  Pennfylvania*  be  requefted  to 
give  immediate  dire6lion  that  the  brafs  field-pieces  with  the  artil- 
lery companies,  or  the  field-pieces  fingly,  if  there  be  no  fuch 
companies,  belonging  to  this  ftate,  be  with  all  poflible  expedition 
fent  to  general  Wafhington's  army  in  New-Jerfey,  and  that  they 
be  affured,  that  as  foon  as  the  fituation  of  affairs  will  admit,  they 
fiiall  be  returned,  or  others  in  lieu  of  the  faid  field-pieces : 

That  Mr.  Meafe,  the  continental  commiffary  in  the  city  of  Phi- 
ladelphia, be  direfted  to  go  to  the  feveral  fhops  and  ftores  in  the 
faid'city,and  purchafe  for  the  ufe  of  the  army  of  the  United  States, 
fuch  articles  as  are  neceffary  for  them  at  this  and  the  approaching 
feafon  of  the  year ;  and  that  he  be  imp®wered  to  employ  as  many 
perfons  as  he  (hall  judge  neceffary  to  affift  him  in  this  fervice  : 

That  the  council  of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania  be  requefted  with  all 
poffible  expedition  to  caufe  application  to  be  made  to  the  houfe- 
keepers  and  others  in  the  faid  ftate,  for  as  many  blankets  and 
woollen  ftockings  as  each  can  fpare,  for  the  ufe  of  the  foldiers  un- 
der the  immediate  command  of  general  Wafliington  in  New-Jerfey; 
and  that  they  be  delivered  as  faft  as  collefted  to  Mr.  Meafe,  the 
continental  commiffary : 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  faid  council  of  fafety  to  appoint 
perfons  to  appraife  the  blankets  and  woollen  ftockings  fo  colleded 
as  aforefaid,  that  the  value  of  them  may  be  paid  ; 

That  the  committee  who  are  fent  to  the  camp  be  dire6led  to 
make  particular  inquiry  into  the  abufes  in  the  medical  department 
in  the  army,  and  report  thereon  to  Congrefs. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed  ; 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Wednesday,  November  27,   1776, 

A  memorial  from  Thomas  Denef  was  read  ; 

Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  Into 
ponfideraticn ;  whereupon, 

Rejhlved,  That  Congrefs  appoint  the  officers  of  the  artillery 
battalion  agreed  to  be  raifed  in  Virginia. 

A  petition  and  memorial  from  John  Serjeant  was  read  ; 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  letter 
from  Thomas  Cu filing,  Efq;  and  that  the  report  on  that  fubjed 
by  them  made  be  re-committed. 

Refolved, 
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Refolved,  That  the  delegates  from  the ,  four  New-England  go- 
vernments be  directed  to  take  the  moll  efFeftual  meafures  to  have  at 
leaft  10,000  pair  of  (hoes  and  10,000  pair  of  {lockings  purchafed 
in  thofe  flates  and  fent  to  general  Wafliington's  head  quarters 
with  all  poffible  expedition,  for  the  ule  of  the  foldiers  under  his 
command. 

Ordered,  That  the  fecret  committee  take  proper  and  effedlual 
meafures  to  procure  a  quantity  of  hard  money,  not  lefs  than 
20,000  dollars,  to  be  lodged  in  the  hands  of  the  commander  in 
chief,  for  the  purpofe  of  fecret  fervices. 

The  committee  who  were  appointed,  in  conjun£lion  with  the 
council  of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania,  to  examine  Befibnet  and  hia 
bar-keeper,  having  reported,  that  after  the  moil  diligent  inquiry 
they  find  nothing  proved  againft  Mr.  BefTonet,  and  that  the 
council  of  fafety  and  faid  committee  are  of  opinion  he  ought  to  be 
difcharged. 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  committee  inform  the  faid  council  of 
fafety  that  Congrefs  have  no  objeiSlibn  to  their  difcharging  Mr. 
Beffonet. 

The  committee  appointed  to  repair  to  the  northern  army  hav- 
ing returned,  made  a  report,  which  was  read  ; 

Ordered,  That  the  fame,  together  with  the  papers  accompany- 
ing it,  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  five,  and  that  they  fit  from 
day  to  day  and  report  thereon  ^s  foon  as  poffible  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  S.  Adams,  Mr.  Clymer,  Mr.  LI- 
vingfton,  Mr.  Wythe,  and  Mr.   Harrifon. 

Refolved,  That  2500  dollars  be  paid  to  Mr.  Abraham  Living- 
lion,  and  charged  to  the  account  of  Jonathan  Trumbull,  jun. 
efq;  deputy  pay  mailer  general,  the  fame  being  in  full  of  his 
draught  in  favour  of  the  laid  A.  Livingfcon,  dated  Albany,  14th 
November,   1776. 

An  appeal  having  been  lodged  againft  the  fentence  paffed  in  the 
court  of  admiralty  for  the  ilate  of  Virginia,  on  the  libel,  **  Levin 
Jones,   &c.  V.  the  floop  Vulcan." 

Refolved,  That  the  hearing  and  determining  the  faid  appeal  be 
referred  to  Mr.  Wythe,  Mr.  Payne,  Mr.  Wiiion,  Mr,  Hooper^^ 
and  Mr.  Chafe. 

Rejohed,  That  three  members  be  added  to  the  committee  ap- 
pointed to  revife  the  refolutions  relative  to  captures  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Wilfon,  Mr.  Hooper,  and  Mr. 
Chafe. 

Refolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  legiilatures  of  the  U? 
nited  States  refpeflively,  to  pafs  fuchlaws  as  will  moil  eife6lual!y 
tend  to  preveijt  the  counterfeiting  or  forging  of  the  tickets  of  the 
public  lottery. 

A  letter  from  Mr.  Rofs,  Mr.  Paca,  and  Mr.  Witherfpoon  was 
read,  informing  that  they,  have  appointed  an  afTiilant  quartermaf- 
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ter  and  commiffary  to  provide  for  a  number  of  fick,  and  take  care 
of  ftores  fent  to  Princeton. 

Orderedy  That  the  prelident  inform  them  that  Congrefs  approve 
of  the  appointments. 

Ordered^  That  the  board  of  vi^ar,  in  conjunftion  with  a  member 
of  the  council  of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania,  feize  the  perfon  and  pa- 
pers of  Monf.  Bonvolour,  and  having  examined  him  and  them,  re- 
port to  Congrefs. 

Refohedy  That  the  board  of  vrar  be  direfted  to  detain  fuch 
companies  of  the  German  battalion  as  have  not  already  marched. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed ; 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Thursday,  November  28,  1776. 

Refohed,  That  300  dollars  be  advanced  to  William  Whitely, 
lieutenant-colonel  of  colonel  Richardfon's  battalion  of  the  flying 
camp  from  Maryland,  fortheufe  of  fome  fickfoldiers  of  faid  bat- 
talion in  Philadelphia,  for  which  he  is  to  be  accountable. 

Refolvedy  That  William  Bradford,  fecond  lieutenant  In  captain 
Smith's  company  of  colonel  Stevenfon's  battalion,  be  promoted  to 
the  rank  of  firft  lieutenant,  in  the  room  of  the  firft  lieutenant  of 
the  faid  company,  religned. 

A  plan  of  an  artillery  yard  being  laid  before  Congrefs  ; 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  Mr.  Paine,  and  Mr. 
Middleton.  ^ 

'  Refolved,  That  533.30  dollars  be  advanced  to  colonel  L.  Cad- 
wallader-for  the  ufe  of  his  battalion  ;  he  to  be  accountable  : 

That  a  like  fum  of  533-30  dollars  be  advanced  to  lieutenant  co- 
lonel Penrofe,  for  the  ufe  of  the  men  belonging  to  colonel  Ma- 
gaw's  battalion  ;  he  to  be  accountable. 

The  committee  on  the  affairs  of  the  northern  army  brought  in 
a  report,  which  was  taken  into  confideration  ;  whereupon, 

Refolved,  That  a  letter  be  fent  to  governor  Trumbull,  defiring 
him  to  order  twenty  cannon,  carrying  fhot  of  18  pounds  weight, 
to  be  cafl:  at  Sallfbury  furnace,  and  tranfported  to  Ticonderoga 
with  all  pofTible  expedition  : 

That  fliilful  perfons  be  fent  to  examine  the  Sallfbury  and  Mr. 
Livingfton's  founderies,  and  if  It  be  found  that  a  fuflicient  number 
of  cannon  may  be  cafl  there,  that  proper  artificers  be  forthwith  em- 
ployed in  that  work;  an  agreement  being  firfl  made  with  governor 
Trumbull  and  Mr.  Livingflon  for  that  purpofe  : 

That  the  commifTary-general  be  direded  to  procure  provlfions 
fufhcient  for  5000  men,  during  eight  months,  to  be  fent  to  Alba- 
ny, and  from  thence  to  Fort- Anne,  and  the  like  quantity  to  remain 
in  Albany,  and  be  removed  elfewhere  as  occafion  may  require;  and 
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and  that  the  commiflary  general  be  direded  to  fend  to  Albany  a 
fufficient  quantity  of  fait  to  cure  the  faid  provlfions  : 

That  general  Schuyler  be  informed  of  the  cannon  ordered  from 
Salifbufy  to  Ticonderoga,  and  directed  to  have  carnages  provided 
for  them : 

Refohed,  That  the  committee  have  leave  to  fit  again. 

A  letter  of  the  19th  from  general  Schuyler  at  Saratoga,  was 
read. 

Refohed,  That  the  commifTary -general  be  impowered  to  import 
fuch  quantities  of  rice  from  the  fouthern  Hates,  as  he  fhall  think 
neceflary  for  the  ufe  of  the  army. 

The  medical  committee  to  whom  Dr.  Shippen's  letter  was  re- 
ferred brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  confideration ; 
whereupon, 

Refolved,  That  Dr.  Morgan  take  care  of  fuch  fick  and  wounded 
of  the  army  of  the  United  States  as  are  on  the  eail  fide  of  Hudfon's 
river,  and  that  Dr.  Shippen  take  care  of  fuch  fick  and  wounded 
as  are  on  the  weft  fide  of  Hudfon's  river ;  and  that  they  both  be 
diredled  to  ufe  the  utmoft  diligence  in  fuperintending  the  furgeons 
and  mates  of  the  army,  fo  that  the  fick  and  wounded  may  be  ef- 
feftually  provided  with  every  thing  neceflary  for  their  recovery. 

Refohedy  That  100,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  delegates  of 
South-Carolina;   the  faid  ftate  to  be  accountable. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed : 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Friday,  November  29,  lyjS. 

A  letter  from  S.  Purviance,  and  one  from  J.  Connolly,  and  a 
petition  from  J.  Sullivan  were  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  from  J.  Sullivan  be  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee of  three,  and  that  they  be  directed  to  inquire  minutely  into 
the  fadls  relative  to  the  capitulations  entered  into  by  major  Sher- 
bourne  and  major  Butterfield  in  Canada;  that  they  be  impowered 
to  fend  for  perfons  and  papers,  and  to  examine  witneffes  on  oath, 
and  that  they  report  to  Congrefs  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Chafe,  Mr.  Harrifon,  and  Mr.  Wythe. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Meafe  fupply  the  fick  foldiersin  the  houfe  of 
employment  in  Philadelphia,  each  with  one  ftiirt. 

A  petition  from  major  John  Lamb  was  read  ;  whereupon, 

Rejolved,  That  the  general  be  directed  to  include  major  Lamb 
^n  the  next  exchange  of  prifoners. 

The  committee  on  the  aifairs  of  the  northern  army  brought  in  a 
farther  report,  which  was  taken  into  confideration  ;  whereupon, 

Refohed,  That  the  medical  commj'ttee  be  direfted  to  provide 
fufficient  quantities  of  antifcorbutlcs  for  the  ufe  of  the  hofpitals  In 
the  northern  army  : 

That  the  hofpital  at  Fort-George  be  continued  for  the  receptw 
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on  of  foldiers  labouring  with  contagious   difeafes,  and  that  there 
be  a  general  hofpital  ereded  on  mount  Independance  : 

That  a  'fuitable  fpot  of  ground  for  a  garden  be  inclofed  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  general  hofpital,  to  fupply  the  arm'y  with 
vegetables  ;  and  that  labourers  be  hired  to  cultivate  it,  under  the 
direftion  of  an  overfeer,  to  be  appointed  by  the  general  or  com- 
manding officer  : 

That  the  general  or  commanding  officer  in  each  of  the  armies, 
caufe  ilricl  inquiry  to  be  made  into  the  condudl  of  the  direftors  of 
the  hofpitals,  and  their  furgeons,  officers,  and  ferv'ants,  and  of 
the  regimental  furgeons,  that  if  there  has  been  any  juft  ground  of 
complaint  in  thofe  departments,  the  offenders  may  be  punifhed  ; 

That  the  colonel  or  commanding  officer  of  every  regiment  make 
frequent  inquiry  into  the  health  of  the  men  under  his  command, 
and  report  the  ftate  thereof,  with  any  negligence,  mal-pra6lice, 
or  other  mifcondu6t  of  the  furgeons  or  others,  to  the  general  and 
to  Congrefs,  delivering  copies  of  fuch  reports  to  all  perfons  there- 
in accufed  : 

That  the  general  or  commander  in  chief  of  the  northern  army 
direfi:  all  the  batteaus  on  Lakes  Champlain  and  George  to  be  im- 
mediately repaired : 

That  one  hundred  batteaus  be  built  at  Schenectady,  fo  as  to  be 
ready  for  ufe  in  February  or  March  next  at  fartheft,  and  for  this 
purpofe  that  boards,  pitch,  oakum,  and  other  neceffary  materials 
be  coileded,  and  artificers  employed,  by  the  general  or  command- 
ing officer  : 

Refohed^  That  the  committee  have  leave  to  fit  again. 

The  committee  of  treafury  reported  that  there  is  due. 

To  P.  E.  du  Simitiere,  for  dcfigning,  making,  and  drawing  a 
medal  for  general  Washington,  32  dollars: 

To  John  Dunlap,  for  printing  fundry  refolves  of  Congrefs, 
commilTions,  proclamations,  &c.  654.66  dollars  : 

To  John  Bates,  for  camp-kettles  delivered  to  Robert  Towers, 
commifTary,  80  dollars  : 

To  Jofeph  Grenvold,  for  porterage  of  po^vderto  the  magazine, 
37.45  dollars  : 

To  James  Anderfon,  for  ferriage  of  Virginia  troops,  waggons, 
and  militia,  over  Sufquehanna,  27.18  dollars  : 

To  the  eilate  of  captain  Spring,  for  ftorage  of  continental  pow- 
der,  1 1 1.38  dollars  .  ^         ,, 

To  the  following  prifoners  from  Canada,  and  to  be  paid  to 
Mr.  Rofs,  the  fum  of  229.77  dollars,  viz. 

To  captain  Tliomfon,  expences  of  himfelf  and  baggage  from 
Albany  to  Trenton,  11-55  dollars,  and  his  allowance  from  26th 
A-Drii  to  28th  November  inclufive,  31  weeks  at  2  dollars  a  week, 
62  dollars ; 

To  Alexander   M*Cullocb,  expences   of  himfelf  and  baggage 
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from  Albany  to  Trenton,  10.35  dollars,  and  his  allowance  from 
26th  April  to  28th  November  iaclufive,  31  weeks  at  2  dollart 
a-week,  62  dollars  ;   and, 

To  William  Goodwin,  his  expences  of  family  and  baggage  from 
Albany  to  Burlington,  14.27  dollars,  and  his  allowance  from  27th 
March  to  27th  November  inclufive,  35  weeks  at  2  dollars,  70 
dollars : 

To  John  Houfe,  for  his  account  of  ferriage  of  troops,  waggons 
and  ho/fes  over  the  river  Potomack,  30.30  dollars  : 

Orderedy  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

Refolvedy  That  the  fecret  committee  be  dire6ted  to  provide,  as 
foon  as  may  be,  arms  and  equipage  for  3000  horfe. 

Refolvedy  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  confider  and 
report  a  proper  method  for  eftablifhing  and  training  cavalry  in  this 
continent : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  Mr.  Paine,  Mr.  Mid- 
dleton,  Mr.  Nelfon,  and  Mr.  Floyd. 

A  petition  from  Alexander  Mercer  was  read  and  referred  to  the 
board  of  treafury. 

The  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  the  managers  of  the 
lottery,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  confideration  ; 
whereupon, 

Refolvedy  That  the  prizes  only  be  drawn  : 

That  the  managers  be  authorifed  to  employ  as  many  clerks  to 
affift  in  numbering  the  tickets,  as  may  be  neceffary  for  expediting 
the  bufmefs : 

That  two  prefles  be  employed  for  printing  the  tickets  : 

Orderedy  That  the  remainder  of  the  report  be  recommitted. 

Refolvedy  That  to-morrow  be  afligned  for  appointing  the  officers 
of  the  regiment  of  artillery  ordered  to  be  raifed  in  Virginia. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed  ; 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

Saturday,  November  30,  1776. 

A  letter  of  the  27th  from  general  Wafhington,  with  a  lift  of  the 
prifoners  taken  by  the  enemy  during  the  campaign  of  1776;  and 
one  of  the  fame  date  from  the  council  of  fafety  of  New-York,  were 
read ; 

Orderedy  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war,  and 
that  they  confer  with  colonel  Miles  vvho  is  come  from  New-York 
on  his  parole,  to  expedite  the  exchange  of  prifoners. 

Rejolvedy  That  looo  dollars  be  advanced  to  Robert  Erwin,  wag- 
gon-mafter  general,  for  the  public  fervice  ;  he  to  be  accountable. 

Refolvedy  That  the  council  of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania'be  requeft- 
cd  to  have  eight  carriages  for  field  pieces  got  ready  with  all  poi- 
fible  expedition,  at  the  expence  of  the  continent,  to  be  delivered 
as  faft  as  made  to  the  order  of  the  board  of  war. 
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The  cominifiioner?-  for  indfan  airairs  in  the  middle  department 
having  tranimitted  to  Congrefs  the  minuter  of  their  proceedings  ; 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  the  {landing  committee 
for  indian  affairs. 

The  conimittee  appointed  to  confer  with  the  managers  of  the 
lottery,  brought  in  a  farther  report,  which  was  taken  into  confi- 
deration  ;  whereupon, 

Refoived,  That  the  gratuit}''  to  the  managers  of  the  lottery,  for 
their  trouble  in  the  condud  of  that  bufmefs,  be  left  to  the  future 
judgment  of  Congrefs  : 

That  the  managers  be  authorifed  to  appoint  agents  for  the  fale 
of  the  tickets  in  the  feveral  ilates,  and  offer  them  one  tenth  percent, 
on  the  tickets  or  billets  by  each  refpe6tively  fold  : 

That  the  public  be  at  the  rifle  of  conveying  the  tickets  or  billets 
to  the  agents  m  the  different  flates  : 

That  the  agents  pay  the  money  received  by  them  for  the  fale  of 
tickets  or  billets  to  the  commifiioners  of  the  loan  office  of  the  flate 
where  they  are  fold,  taking  receipts  therefor,  and  tranfmit  them 
to  the  managers  of  the  lottery  at  Philadelphia. 

Refohed,  That  the  Hate  of  New -York  be  impowered  to  raife 
another  battalion  on  the  continental  eftablifhment : 

That  the  convention  or  council  of  fafety  of  New-York  be  im- 
powered to  appoint  an  aid  major  to  each  of  the  battalions  raifed 
by  that  Hate,  the  pay  or  expence  of  which  to  be  borne  by  that  flate. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day  Congrefs  proceeded  to  the 
election  of  officers  for  the  artillery  battalion  ordered  to  be  raifed  in 
Virginia,  and  the  ballots  being  taken,  the  following  were  eleded  ; 

Charles  Harrifon,  Efq;  colonel ; 

Edward  Carrington,  Efq;  lieutenant-colonel; 

Chriftiern  Holmer,  major. 

Samuel  Denny,  William  Pierce,  Nathaniel  Burwell,  Buller 
Clairbone,  Jofeph  Scot,  William  Murray,  Spotfwood  Dandridge, 
Matthew  Sm.ith,  Sir  John  Pettus,  and  William  Waters,  captains, 

Refohed,  That  the  governor  and  council  of  Virginia  be  requeu- 
ed to  recommend  proper  perfons  for  fubaltern  officers. 

Refohed,  That  the  board  of  war  be  dire6led  to  purchafe  for 
the  public  fervice,  fix  waggons,  with  four  horfes  and  proper  har- 
iiefs  to  each  waggon,  and  to  employ  fuitable  drivers; 

An  addrefsfrom  Nicholas  Biddle,  John  Barry,  Thomas  Read, 
Charles  Alexander,  and  John  Nicholfon,  was  laid  before  Congrefs 
and  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  marine  committee,  who  are 
direded  to  purfue  fuch  meafurcs  as  they  fhall  think  proper  in 
confeqaence  thereof. 

The  affembly  of  Pennfylvania  having  by  Mr.  Morris  informed 
Congrefs,  that  they  have  appointed  a  committee  of  their   body  to 
confer  with  a  committee  of  Congrefs,  on  the  requifition  of  Con- 
grefs, 
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greis  to  call  forth  immediately  the  affociators  of  the  city  and  liber- 
ties of  Philadelphia,  and  of  the  counties  of  Philadelphia,  Bucks, 
Chciler,  and  Northampton  ; 

Ordered,  That  the  board  of  war  confer  with  the  committee  of 
the  affembly  of  Pennfylvania  on  this  fubjeffc,  and  agree  on  fuch 
meafitres  as  Ihall  be  deemed  moft  for  the  public  fervice. 

The  commitee  of  treafury  reported  that  there  is  due. 
To  Styner  and  Cill,  for  paper  and  printing  minutes  of  Con^refs, 
&c.   and  trouble  and  expences  in  attending  the  m.aking  the  paper 
for  the  loan-office  notes,    130.15  dollars. 

To  lieutenant  Peacock,  a  prifoner  of  the  7th  regiment,  for  his 
allowance  from  20th  December,  1775,  to  the  28th  Novem.ber, 
1776,  48  weeks  at  2  dollars,  96  dollars  : 

To  Dr.  William  Currie,  for  his  bill  of  medicines  and  provifions 
to  fick  foldiers  of  colonel  Scott's  and  colonel  Lawfon's  Virginia 
regiments,  67.37  dollars: 

That  there  fhould  be  advanced  to  major  John  Lamb,  for  the 
payment  of  the  men  of  his  artillery  company,  2000  dollars;  he 
to  be  accountable  : 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

Refolvedi  That  the  committee  of  intelligcuce  be  direfted  and 
impowered  to  ettabliih  expreifes  to^  go  daily  to  and  from  head- 
quarters. 

Rejohed,  That  when  any  refolutions  are  pafTed  which  refpe£l  the 
United  States  or  any  of  them,  or  the  armies  of  the  faid  ftates,  they 
be  fent  by  exprefs  if  the  regular  poft  is  interrupted  or  not  ready, 
provided  the  prefident  fnall  judge  it  neceflary. 

A  petition  from  John  Noble  Taylor  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poilponed  ; 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Sunday,   Decerj-iher  i,  1776. 

Congrf'fs  on  a  fuinmons  met  this  day,  when  two  letters  of  the 
30th  from  general  Wafliington  at  Brunfwick  were  read  ;  where- 
upon, -^ 

Refolved,  That  the  board  of  v/ar  be  directed  to  order  the  Ger- 
man battalion  to  march  immediately. to  join  general  Wafhington, 
and  that  the  faid  board  ufe  every  meafure  in  their  power  to  expe- 
dite their  march  with  all  pofhble  difpatch  : 

Refoived,  That  the  counjcil  of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania  be  requefl- 
ed  to  take  effectual  meafures  for  fupplying  guards  for  the  public 
flores,  &c.  in  the  room  of  the  German  battalion  : 

That  the  fecret  committee  be  directed  to  appoint  one  or  more 
trufty  perfons  to  proceed  immediately  to  the  eailern  ftates,  and  fee 
that  the  clothing  and  ftores  which  have  been  ordered  to  be  pur- 
chafed  for  the  army  be-  collected  asd  forwarded  to  the  army  with 

an 


4^4  JoURNALS^    OF    CoNGRESS. 

all  poflible  difpatch  ;  and  that   the  faid  perfon   or   perfons  have 
power  to  purchafe  or  caufe  to  be  purcliafed  fuch  neceflary  cloath 
ing  as  can  be  procured  in  thofe  ilates,  and  to  have  it  forwarded  to 
the  army: 

That  general  Wafhington  be  informed  he  has  the  full  approba- 
tion of  Congrefs  to  order  the  troops  on  the  eail  fide  of  Hudfon's 
river  over  to  the  weft  fide  of  that  river  whenever  he  (hall  think  it 
conducive  to  the  public  fervice  fo  to  do  : 

That  general  Wafhington  be  directed  to  order  the  cloaths 
which  have  been  or  fhall  be  fent  to  head  quarters,  or  to  any  of 
the  camps,  to  be  diftributed  firft  among  fuch  of  the  foldiers  as 
{land  moft  in  need  of  them  : 

That  Mr.  J.  Meafe  be  directed  to  purchafe  all  the  hats  and 
caps  he  can  procure  proper  for  foldiers,  and  to  employ  as  great  a 
number  of  taylors  as  poflible  in  making  up  cloaths  for  foldiers ; 
and  forward  thofe  articles  from  time  to  time  as  faft  as  ready  to  ge- 
neral Wafhington  : 

That  the  medical  committee  be  dire£led  to  take  fuch  fteps  as 
they  fhall  judge  proper  for  the  accomm.odation  of  the  lick  of  the 
army. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Monday,  December    2,   1776. 

Refolvedi  That  800  dollars  be  advanced  to  colonel  L.  Cadwal- 
lader,  for  the  ufe  of  the  men  belonging  to  his  battalion  ;  he  to  be 
accountable  : 

That  800  dollars  be  advanced  to  captain  Doyle,  for  the  ufe  of 
his  independent  company  ;  he  to  be  accountable  : 

That  500  dollars  be  advanced  to  Robert  Jewell,  for  which  he 
is  to  be  accountable  : 

That  5333'3C  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  commifiioners  for  in- 
dian  affairs  in  the  middle  department 

A  letter  of  the  ift  from  general  Wafhington  was  read  ; 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war,  and  that 
they  communicate  the  contents  to  the  council  of  fafety  of  Penn- 
fylvania,  and  take  fuch  meafures  in  confequence  thereof  as  they 
fhall  judge  proper. 

Captain  Montgomery  having  offered  his  fervice,  with  that  of 
Jiis  crew,  as  an  artillery  company, 

Refolved,  That  they  be  taken  into  the  fervice  of  the  continent 
for  two  months,  unlefs  fooner  difcharged. 

Refolved,  That  he  the  faid  James  Montgomery  be  appointed 
captain,  that  Samuel  Carfan  be  appointed  captain-lieutenant, 
and  John  Douglafs  lieutenant,  of  faid  company  : 
,  That  Mr.  J.  Meafe  be  direded  to  advance  one  month's  pay  to 
captain  Montgomery's  men  upon  their  inlifting,  and  that  a  like 
advance  be  made  to  the  other  companies  of  artillery  : 

That 
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That  the  marine  committee  be  impowered  to  advance  20  dollars 
.to  each  feaman  who  will  enter  to  ferve  on  board  the  Randolph, 
captain  Biddle,  the  fame  to  be  deducted  out  of.  their  iliare  of  the 
prize  money. 

Refolved,  That  the  board  of  war  be  direiled  to  purchafe  imme-» 
diately  ten  or  twelve  covered  waggons  for  the  artillery  : 

That  the  board  of  war  give  orders  for  removing  by  water  to 
Chriiliana  bridge;,"  the  2C00  barrels  of  beef  now  under  the  care  of 
commifl'ary  Wharton. 

Refolvedy  That  the  council  of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania  be  requeft- 
ed  to  fend  exprelfes  immediately  to  the  counties  that  have  been 
defired  to  fend  forth  tlieir  affociators,  urging  them,  forthwith  to 
march,  in  order  to  oppofe  the  haily  advances  of  the  enemy. 

Rejolvedy  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  governor  and  council 
of  Virginia  to  take  the  m.oil  efieAual  raeafures  for  purchafing  and 
colledling  for  continental  uie,  all  the  copper  and  other  materials 
fit  for  caftingbrafs  field  artillery  that  can  be  got  in  that  fiate,  and 
that  Congreis  will  defray  the  coil  and  expence  of  the  fame. 

Refolvc'd^  That  lOO  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  dele^-ates  of  Vir- 
ginia, for  the  ufe  of  the  deputy  pay  mailer  general  in  that  ilate. 

A  letter  of  the  ift  from  general  Wadiington  was  read. 

Mr.  Read,  a  delegate  from  Delaware  (late,  attended  and  pro- 
duced the  credentials  of  the  appointment  of  delegates  from  that 
itate,  which  were  read  as  follows  :  * 

"  In  Council,  November  8,  1776.  Whereas  George  Read, 
John  Dickinfon,  and  John  Evans,  Efquires,  have  been  chofen  by 
joint  ballot  of  both  houfes  of  AiTembly  to  reprefent  the  Delaware 
{late  in  the  Continental  Congreis  :  Refolved,  That  they,  or  any- 
one or  more  of  them,  are  hereby  fully  authorifed  and  impov/ered, 
for  and  in  behalf  ot  this  fiate,  to  cijucert,  agree  to  and  execute 
every  meafure  which  they  or  he,  together  with  a  majority  of  the 
Continental  Congrefs,  fnall  jadge  neceffary  for  the  defence,  fe- 
curity,  intereft  and  welfare  of  this  flate  in  particular,  and  of  A- 
merica  in  general ;  with  power  to  adjourn  to  fuch  times  and  places 
as  fiiall  appear  moll  conducive  to  the  public  fafety  and  advantage. 
Sent  for  concurrence. 

**   In  Affembly,  November  9,    1776       Read  and  concurred  iiij 

JoHjf  M'KiNLY,  Speaker. 
"  A  true  copy.      Slatqr  Clay,  clerk  of  the  council." 

Refolvedy  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  council  of  fafety  of 
Pennfylvania  to  fend  immediately  one  of  their  gallies  alons^  the 
Jerfey  fhore  between  this  and  Trenton,  to  bring;  overall  the  river 
craft,  veflels  and  boats  from  the  Jerfey  to  the  Pennfylvania  iide  of 
Delaware,  in  order  to  prevent  their  becoming  ferviceable  to  the  e- 
nemy  in  their  attempts  to  crofs  the  faid  river  : 

That 
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That  it  be  earneilly  recommended  to  the  council  of  fafety  of 
P^nnfylvania,  to  order  the  battalions  of  this  city  immediately  to 
march  and  join  general  Wafhington  : 

That  the'  faid  council  of  fafety  be  requcfted  to  furnifh  the  wag- 
gon-mailer general  with  one  thoufand  waggons  for  the  ufe  of  the 
army  ;  and  as  in  the  prefent  emergency  of  public  affairs,  fuch  a 
fuppJy  of  waggons  is  abfolutely  neceffary,  that  it  be  recommended 
to  the  faid  council  of  fafety  to  imprefs  the  waggons,  if  they  can- 
not be  otherwife  fpeedily  procured. 
Adjourned  to  fix  o'clock. 

Eodem  Die,    P.  M. 

Refolvedy  That  Mr.  J.  Meafe  be  directed  to  receive  from  Mr. 
Hyman  Levy  the  goods  in  his  hands  purchafed  for  the  Itate  of 
New- York,  paying  him  the  ballance  due  for  the  faid  goods  ;  and 
that  Mr.  J.  Meafe  be  diredled  to  fend  the  faid  goods,  together 
with  thofe  he  has  now  ready,  to  general  Wafhington,  taking  e- 
fpecial  care  that  they  be  fent  in  fo  fafe  and  fecure  a  manner  as  to  a- 
void  any  danger  of  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  potlponed  ; 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Tuesday,  Decemher  3,  1776. 

A  letter  of  the  2d/rom  general  Wafliington  ;  one  of  the  fame 
date  from  adjutant-general  Reed,  and  one  from  J.  Meafe,  were  read. 

Refohed,  That  50,000  doliars  be  advanced  to  Mr.  J.  Meafe,  for 
the  public  fervice  ;  he  to  be  accountable: 

That  2000  dollars  be  advanced  to  lieutenant-colonel  Antil,  for 
the  purpofe  of  recruiting^  his  regiment;  he  to  be  accovintable  : 

That  14,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  major  Charles  Symes,  for 
the  ufe  of  the  12th  Virginia  battalion  ;  he  to  be  accountable. 

Mr.  Clarke,  a  delegate  from  the  ilate  of  New-Jerfey,  attended, 
and  produced  the  credentials  of  the  appointment  of  delegates  from 
that  fcate,  which  were  read,  as  follows  : 

*'  At  a  joint  meeting  of  the  council  and  affembly  of  the  flate  of 
New-Jerfey,  held  at  Burlington,  on  the  30th  day  of  November  > 
1776,  the  honourable  Nathaniel  Scudder  in  the  chair;  the  joint 
meeting  proceeded  by  ballot  to  the  election  of  five  delegates  to 
reprefent  this  flate  in  Ccngrefs,  to  ferve  for  one  year,  unlefs  a 
new  appointment  (hould  be  made  before  the  expiration  of  that  time; 
and  the  following'perfons  were  duly  e!e6led,  viz.  The  honourable 
Richard  Stockton,  Jonathan  Dickinfon  Serjeant,  Efq;  Dr.  John 
Witherfpoon,  Abraham  Clark,   Efq;  Jonathan  Elmer,  Efq; 

"  Rcfohed,  That  any  one  or  more  of  the  faid  delegates,  who 
fliall  attend  in  Congrefs,  be  fully  impowered  to  reprefent,  and  vote 
in  behalf  of  this  ilate.     That  the  faid  delegates  or  fuch  of  them  as 

have 
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have  not  already  taken  the  oaths  of  abjuration  and  allegiance  men- 
tioned in  the  adl  of  affembly  lately  paffed,  intitled,  "  An  a6t  for 
the  fecurity  of  the  government  of  New-Jerfey,"  do  take  the  faid 
oaths  before  they  take  their  feats. 

Signed ^by  order  of  the  council  aj^d  ajfemhly  of  the Ji  ate  ofNensj-Jerfey^ 

Charles  Pettit.  Sec. 

Refolved,  That  the  board  of  war  be  dired^ed  to  have  the  prifon- 
ers  now  at  Briftol  removed  from  thence  back  into  the  country. 

Refolvedy  That  Mrs.  Chamier  be  permitted  to  go  to  her  hufband. 
at  New- York ;  and  that  Mrs.  Lewis  at  Fiufhing  on  Long-Illand 
be  required  in  exchange. 

Refolvedy  That  Mr.  Meafe  be  impowered  and  directed  to  fettle 
with  and  pay  the  militia  of  the  Maryland  flying-camp  : 

That  the  commiiTary  of  provilions  in  Philadelphia  fupply  with 
rations,  in  lieu  of  mileage,  fuch  of  the  Maryland  troops  as  chufe 
to  go  home  ; 

That  fuch  of  the  non-commiflloned  officers  and  foldiers  of  the 
faid  troops  as  will  inlift  for  three  years  be  immediately  cloathed  ; 
and  that  Mr-  Meafe  be  dire6led  to  detain  as  many  of  the  cloaths 
now  in  his  hands  as  will  be  necefiary  for  that  purpofe  : 

That  each  of  the  non-commiffioned  officers  and  foldiers  of  the 
Maryland  militia  who  will  not  inlifi  for  three  years,  but  will  en- 
gage to  march  to  the  immediate  reinforcement  of  general  Wafh- 
ington,  and  remain  under  Itis  command  one  month,  be  fupplied  by 
Mr.  Meafe  with  a  fliirt,  a  pair  of  fhoes,  and  a  pair  of  ftockings, 
on  paying:  f<->r  the  fame  : 

That  fuch  of  the  militia  as  fliall  engage  to  ferveto  the  loth  of 
March  next,  unlefs  fooner  difcharged  by  Congrefs,  be  intitled  to 
a  pair  of  {hoes  and  {lockings,  and  to  the  fame  rations  and  the  fame 
monthly  pay  with  the  other  troops  on  the  continental  eltablifliment, 
to  commence  from  the  time  of  their  enrollment ;  and  that  one 
months  pay  be  advanced  to  each  volunteer,  upon  his  inroliment. 

Refohedy  That  to-morrow  be  affigned  for  giving  the  indians  in 
town  an  audience;  and  that  the  committee  on  indian  affairs  be  di- 
redled  to  prepare  a  proper  fpeech  to  be  delivered  to  them. 

Refolvedy  That  the  officers  of  the  Maryland  troops  be  requefted 
immediately  to  parade  thofe  troops,  and  to  ufe  their  utm.oll  influ- 
ence to  perfuade  their  adoption  of  the  terms  propofed  by  Congrefs, 
Refolvedy  That  general  Wafhington  be  directed,  in  cafe  he  has 
not  entered  into  a  negotiation  with  general  Plowe,  for  exchang- 
ing governor  Franklin  for  general  Thomfon,  to  fufpend  the  exe- 
cution of  that  matter  till  farther  orders. 

A  petition  from  William  Dod  was  read,  praying  for  leave  to 
vifit  his  brother  who  is  confined  in  prifon  : 

Refolvedy  That   the  petitioner  have   leave   to  vifit  and   converfe    , 
with  his  brother  in  the  prefence  of  the  goaler.  .1 

Refolved, 
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Rejohedi  That  Thurfday  next  be  afligned  for  taking  into  con- 
fideration  the  ftate  of  the  treafury. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed ; 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Wednesday,    Decei?iher  ^^   '776. 

A  letter  of  the  3d  from  general  Wafhington  was  read. 

Refohed,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  council  of  fafety  of* 
Peunfylvania  to  detain  from  marching  with  the  militia, the  printers 
engas>;ed  in  printing  certificates  for  the  continental  loan-offices,  and 
to  direft  them  to  continue  executing  the  bulinefs  in  which  they  arc 
employed. 

The  committee  of  treafury  reported,  that  they  have  had  under 
confideration  the  accounts  of  John  Harvie,  John  Montgomery,  and 
Jafper  Yates,  Efqrs.  commifiioners  for  Indian  affairs  in  the  middle 
department ;  that  the  faid  coram.ifTioners  have  produced  accounts 
of  the  expenditure  of  1  3,464.7  dollars,  for  the  charges  and  expences 
of  the  late  treaty  held  with  the^  Indians  at  Pittfburgh,  and  for 
their  allowance  for  their  time  and  expences  attending  the  faid  trea- 
ty ;  that  in  this  account  are  included  the  expence  of  goods  pur- 
chafed  by  Mr.  Morgan  for  private  prefents  ;  for  expences  and  pay 
to  Mr.  Wilfon,  Mr.  Long,  and  Mr.  Girty  on  different  meffages  ; 
for  kettles,  rations,  and  linen,  fupplied  the  continental  battalion 
at  Kittanning ;  for  expences  of  Mr.  Morgan  coming  to  Philadel- 
phia, and  going  to  New -York  with  two  indian  chiefs,  and  return- 
ing with  them  to  Pittfburgh  ;  his  going  to  the  indian  towns  to  in- 
vite them  to  a  treaty  ;  for  fundry  fums  paid  to  the  militia  officers, 
'^.'Cid.  for  the  feveral  accounts  due  from  the  department  to  this  time, 
except  the  militia  accounts  yet  unfettled,  and  the  falaries  due  to 
Mr.  Morg-au  and  the  former  agent ;  and  alfo  800.2  dollars  due  to 
fundry  perfons  before  their  appointment,  whofe  accounts  were  fet- 
tled by  a  committee  of  Congrefs  for  indian  affairs.  The  ballance 
due  to  George  Morgan,  Efq;  is  207.74  dollars,  firft  deducing 
400  dollars  paid  him  by  Congrefs  21ft  September  lafl,  for  which 
he  Is  debited : 

That  they  credit  the  fums  of  3000  dollars  received  of  Congrefs 
in  Aufmii:,  and  5333-30  dollars  the  2d  inflant,  and  alfo  5.30  dol- 
lars for  the  freight  of  a  fllll  to  Redftone,  and  two  fums  amounting 
to  67.45  dollars,  which  are  twice  charged  in  the  accounts  : 

That  the  ballance  due  to  the  commifiioners  is  5057.82  dollars  : 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  fum  be  paid. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poflponed; 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Thursday,  December  5,   1776. 
A  letter  of  the  4th  from  general  "Wafhington,  inclofing  a  copy 
d-f  a  letter  from  major  Clark,  v/as  read. 

Refolvfdr. 
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Refolved,  That  Mr.  J.  Meafe  be  dire£led  to  pay  to  each  captain 
of  the  Maryland  troops  of  the  flying  camp,  who  cannot  product 
pay-rolls:  fuch  a  fum  as  they  think  will  be  equal  to  the  arrears 
due  to  their  refpedtive  companies ;  taking  a  receipt  from  the  refpec- 
tive  captains  for  the  money  advanced. 

Refohed,  That  two  months  pay  be  advanced  to  M.  Romand  de 
Lifle,  and  to  M.  Kofciufzko. 

The  Indians  being  introduced,  delivered  a  fpeech  ;  and  Satur- 
day next  was  appointed  to  return  them  an  anfwer. 

Rejblved,  That  it  be  earnellly  recommended  to  the  council  of 
fafety  of  Pennfylvania  to  procure  the  ufe  of  the  Pennfylvania  hof- 
pital,  for  the  purpofe  of  accomodating  the  fick  belonging  to  the 
continental  army.  , 

Refolvedy  That  the  medical  committee  be  impowerbd  to  procure 
fuitable  perfons  to  take  care  of  the  lick,  and  to  remove  them  to 
fuch  convenient  places  in  the  country,  as  they  fhall  think  proper. 

Some  inhabitants  of  New-Jerfey  being  fent  under  guard  to  Phi- 
ladelphia, charged  with  the  crime  of  inliiting  men  for  general 
Howe,  and  fome  of  inlifting  themfelves  In  the  fervice  of  the  enemy  ; 

Refolvedy  That  they  be  fent  under  guard  to  Frederick  in  Mary- 
land, there  to  be  fafely  confined,  and  that  until  they  can  be  fent 
away,  they  be  kept  confined  in  the  ftate  prifon  in  Philadelphia. 

Refolved^  That  captain  Ottendorf  be  dire<5led  to  raife  an  inde- 
pendent corps,  confining  of  150  men,  ferjeants  and  corporals  in- 
cluded : 

That  the  fame  be  divided  Into  three  companies;  the  firfi:  com- 
pany to  confift  of  60  men,  light  Infantry,  commanded  by  one  cap- 
tain and  two  lieutenants;  the  other  two  companies  of  hunters,  of  4.5; 
men  each,  to  be  commanded  each  by  a  captain  and  two  lieutenants: 

That  captain  Ottendorf  have  the  rank  of  major,  be  captain  of 
the  lis^ht  Infantry  company,  and  command  the  whole. 

That  an  adjutant  be  appointed  for  this  corps,  who  is  to  a6l  as 
quarter-mafter  and  pay-mafter,  with  the  rank  of  lieutenant,  and 
pay  of  other  adjutants. 

Ordered,  That  the  board  of  war  write  to  the  gjeneral,  and  defira 
him  to  fend  Ifaac  Corren  of  the  artillery,  to  Philadelphia. 

Refolved,  That  150  dollars  be  advanced  to  Gunning  Bedford, 
mutler-mafter  general ;  he  to  be  accountable. 

Refolvedy  That  the  time  for  drawing  the  lottery  be  altered  to 
the  icth  of  April. 

Refohedf  That  Congrefs  will  to-morrow,  previous  to  any  other 
bufinefs,  refolve  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into 
confideration  the  ftate  of  the  treafury,  the  ways  and  means  of  raif- 
ing  fupplies  for  tht  enfuing  year,  and  fupporting  the  credit  of  lUe 
contiuf  ntal  currency. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  podponed  ; 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

<i_3  Friday, 
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Friday,  December  6,   1776. 

A  letter  of  the  5th  from  general  Wafhington,  and  one  of  the 
27th  of  November  from  General  Gates  at  Albany,  with  a  paper 
inclofed,  fent  from  the  commanding  officer  at  St.  John's,  were 
read. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day  Congrefs  refolved  itfelf  into 
a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  confideration  the  ftate  of 
thetreafury,  the  ways  and  means  of  railing  fupplies  for  the  enfu- 
ing  year,  and  fupporting  the  credit  of  the  continental  currency; 
and  after  fome  time  the  prefident  refumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Nel- 
fon  reported  that  the  committee  have  had  under  confideration  the 
"matters  to  them  referred,  and  have  come  to  fundry  refolutions 
thereon;  but  not  having  perfected  the  bulinefs,  defired  him  to 
move  for  feave  to  fit  again. 

'Refolved,  That  Congrefs  will  to-morrow  reiolve  itfelf  into  a 
committee  of  the  u'hole,  to  take  into  confideration  the  ftate  of  the 
treafury,  the  ways  and  means  of  raifing  fupplies  for  the  enfuing 
year,  and  fupporting  the  credit  of  the  continental  currency. 

Refolved,  That  50,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  Mr.  J.  Meafe  for 
the  public  fervice  ;  he  to  be  accountable. 

Upon  reprefentation  made  by  Daniel  and  Samuel  Hughes,  that 
Melchor  Salady,  a  private  foldier  in  captain  Farmer's  company  of 
colonel  Miles's  battalion,  would  be  very  ferviceable  to  them  in  ex- 
ecuting their  contra6l  for  making  cannon  for  Congreis  : 

Refolved,  That  Melchor  Salady  be  difcharged  by  the  proper  of- 
ficer from  the  company,  provided  he  enter  into  the  fervioe  of  the 
faid  Hughes. 

The  feveral  m.atters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed; 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Saturday,   December  7,    1776. 

A  letter  of  the  6th  from  general  Wafhington  at  Trenton,  and 
one  of  the  2  ill  to  25th  November  from  general  Schuyler  at  Sara- 
toga, with  fundry  papers  inclofed,  were  read; 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Refolved,  That  the  board  of  war  be  impowered  and  direAed  to 
exchange  fuch  of  the  Canadians  as  they  fhall  think  proper. 

Ordered,  That  the  prefident  wrjte  to  the  four  New-England  go- 
vernments, and  requeft  them  to  ufe  their  utmoil  influence  in  raif- 
ing their  rcfpeclive  quotas  of  troops,  and  to  haften  their  march  with 
all  poffible  diligence  to  the  places  appointed  for  their  rendezvous 
by  general  Schuyler. 

Refolved,  That  100,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  council  of 
fafety  of  Pennfylvania,  to  be  applied  towards  furnifhing  the  feve- 
ral officers  with  bounty  money  for  inlilling  men  on  the  new  eita- 
blifhment  ;  the  faid  council  to  be  accountable. 

Refolved,  That  captain  Biddle  be  impowered  to   inlift  into  the 

continental 
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continental  fervice,  fuch  of  the  failors  in  prifon  as   he  fliall  think 
proper. 

The  committee  of  treafury  reported  that  there  is  due,  and  to  be 
paid  to  the  order  of  Allen  M'Donald,  fen.  Allen  M-'Donald,  jun. 
Alexander  M'Donald,  Rennel  M'Donald,  and  Archibald  M'Do- 
nald, hoilages  fent  by  general  Schuyler  to  Reading,  for  the  al- 
lowance due  to  themfelves  and  their  three  fervants,  from  the  25th 
of  September  to  the  loth  of  December  inclufive,   143  dollars  : 

That  there  fhould  be  advanced  to  Thomas  Smith,  for  fupplies 
to  the  troops  of  the  5th  and  6th  Virginia  regiments,  left  fick  at 
Wilmington,  the  fum  of  677.25  dollars  : 

That  there  is  due  to  lieutenant-colonel  Jacob  Boyer,  for  furniih- 
ing  his  battalion  of  militia  with  7495  rations  of  provinons,  on  their 
march  from  Berks  county  to  the  camp  in  New-Jerfey,  739«45 
dollars  : 

To  Thomas  Edwards,  for  victualling  the  fecond  battalion  of 
militia  of  Lancafter  county,  commanded  by  colonel  Curtis  Grubb, 
on  their  march  to  Bergen  in  New-Jerfey,  and  for  the  hire  of  two 
baggage-waggons,  1319.61  dollars,  to  be  paid  to  Philip  Mar- 
fteller ; 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

Refohedy  That  1000  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  committee  for 
procuring  cannon  for  the  public  fervice,  the  faid  committee  to 
account  for  the  expenditure. 

Refolvedy  That  for  the  more  fpeedy  and  efFe6lual  difcharge  of 
bulinefs,  the  following  rules  be  invariably  obferved ; 

That  Congrefs  be  opened  every  morning  at  ten  o'clock,  Sun-^ 
days  excepted : 

That  Mr.  Preiident  take  the  chair  precifely  at  that  time. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Indians  were  introduc- 
ed, and  the  following  fpeech  was  delivered  to  them  : 

Brothers  of  the  fix  nations  ^   Delatjoares  and  Shanvaneje, 
We  the  delegates  of  the  thirteen  United  States  of  America,  are 
extremely  pleafed  to  fee  you.     We  take  you  by  the  hand,  and  bid 
you  welcome  to  our  great  council  fire. 
Brothers, 
You  fay  that  God  Almighty  has  been  pleafed  to  bring  us  toge- 
ther.    You  fay  well.      He  fuperintends  and  governs  men  and  their 
aftions.  He  now  fees  us.     He  judges  of  the  Imcerity  of  our  hearts, 
and  will  punilh  thofe  who  deceive. 
Brothers,  facheuis  and  nxjarriors. 
You  have   heard  what   our   commillioners  have   faid  to  you  at  , 
Pittfburgh,  by  our  dire6lions.     You  have  liflened  to   their  argu- 
ments, and  your  own   reafon  will  fuggefl:,  that  the  conduft  they 
have  recommended  to  you  mufl  be  produdlive  of  your  happinefs  and 
welfare.     We   think  that  you  mult  be  fully  convinced   that  your 

fafcty 
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fafety,as  nations,  depends  on  preferving  peace  and  friendfhip  with 
the  white  people  of  this  ifland. 

We  are  forry  to  hear  of  the  death  of  your  great  men,  and  are 
well  pleafed  that  our  commiffioners  have  wiped  the  tears  from  your 
eyes,  and  covered  the  graves  of  our  departed  friends. 

Our  hearts  are  good'  towards  all  the  Indians  in  the  woods,  who 
have  friendly  difpofition  tovsrard  us. 

We  love  peace,  and  wifh  that  the  chain  of  friendfhip  between 
us  and  you  may  contra6t  no  ruil.  On  our  part  we  will  do  every 
thing  to  keep  it  bright  and  ftrong. 

But  {hould  we  be  attacked  by  any  tribe  of  indians  in  the  woods, 
we  hope  to  convince  them  that  we  can  repel  their  attempts  with 
eafe.  Friendfhip  however  with  you  is  what  we  earneflly  defire, 
our  commiffioners  have  told  you  fo,  and  they  have  not  deceived  you. 

We  now  inform  you,  that  we  wifh  to  fit  down  wnth  you  under 
the  fame  tree  of  peace  ;   to  water  its  roots  and  chenfh  its  growth, 
fo  that  it  may  fhelter  us  and  you,  and  our  and  your  children. 
Brother  Si 

We  have  prepared  feme  prefents  for  you,  which  our  commiffion- 
ers will  deliver  before  your  departure. 

The  indians,  having  returned  thanks  for  the  fpeech  delivered, 
informed  Congrefs  that  they  had  fomething  to  fay  on  Monday 
next,  and  withdrew. 

Refolvedy  That  the  council  of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania  be  defired 
to  fufpend  the  farther  execution  of  the  requeft  made  to  them  on  the 
2d  mfl.  to  procure  one  thoufand  waggons: 

That  the  waggons  procured  in  conlequence  of  the  faid  requeft, 
be  fent  to  the  quarter- mailer  general. 

Refolved,  That  Mr.  Meafe  be  direfted  to  return  to  Mr.  Levy 
the  ^oods  he  had  from  him,  and  receive  back  the  money  advanced 
pn  that  account ;  the  faid  «joods  being  fent  for  by  the  ftate  of 
New-York,  on  whofe  account,  and  by  whofe  order  they  were 
purchafed. 

The  committee  of  treafury  reported  that  there  is  due. 

To  brigadier-general  Thompfon,  for  his  pay  for  the  months  of 
.  06lober  and  November,   250  dollars  : 

To  lieutenant  Rofs  Currie,  of  the  fecond  battalion  of  Pennfyl- 
vania regular  forces,  for  the  ballance  of  his  piy  from  March  to 
November,  inclufive,  90  dollars  : 

To  Samuel  M'Kinzie,  furgeon  to  the  fecond  battalion  of  Penn- 
fylvania regular  forces,  for  four  months  pay,  at  33  dollars  a  month, 
132  dollars  : 

Ordered^  That  the  faid  accounts  be  paid. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed  ; 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

Mqnda?s> 
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Monday,   December  9,   1776. 

A  letter  of  the  8th  from  general  Wafliington;  one  of  the  2  2d 
November  from  general  Ward,  inclofing  one  of  the  9th  of  the  fame 
month  from  gen.  Gates  ;  one  of  the  ibth  of  the  fame  month  from 
G.  Morgan  at  Pittfburgh  ;  and  a  petition  and  remonftrance  from 
the  captains  and  fubalterns  of  colonel  Mackay's  battalion;  a  letter 
of  the  1 7th  November  from  lieutenant-colonel  Wilfon  of  the  faid 
battalion  ;  and  a  letter  of  the  2  2d  November  from  John  Averv  at 
Bofton,  were  read  : 

Alfo  a  letter  of  the  25th  November  from  colonel  M.  Hazen  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  northern  army. 

Refolvedy  That  another  member  be  added  to  the  faid  committee  : 

The  member  chofen,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee. 

Refolvedy  That  the  fum  of  11 7.11  dollars  be  paid  to  colonel 
Hauffeger,  in  full  of  his  account  for  boards,  &c.  boiio-ht  for  the 
•public  fervice,  and  for  his  expences. 

Refolvedy  That  1000  dollars  be  advanced  to  major  Ottendorf, 
for  the  purpofe  of  recruiting  his  companies;    he  to  be  accountable. 

Refolvedy  That  Houelman  Arnold  be  appointed  a  lieutenant  of 
the  company  commanded  by  major  Ottendorf: 

That  2000  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  delegates  of  New-Jerfey, 
•for  the  public  fervice  ;   they  to  be  accountable  : 

That  50,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  Mr.  J.  Meafe  for  the  public 
fervice  ;  he  to  be  accountable. 

Refolvedy  That  Mr.  Riiberg,  the  affiftant  quarter-mailer  in  Phi- 
ladelphia, be  dire6led  to  fend  by  water  to  Chriitiana  bridc^e,  the 
military  (lores  fent  from  the  army,  and  that  they  be  fafely  lodged 
there  till  farther  orders. 

Refolvedy  That  5000  dollars  be  advanced  to  Mr.  Carpenter 
Wharton  for  the  public  fervice  ;  he  to  be  accountable. 

Refolvedy  That  the  council  of  lafety  of  Pennfylvania  be  requeff- 
ed  to  give  the  continental  officers  and  all  others  employed  in  re- 
moving the  public  itores  from  Philadelphia,  whether  by  land  or 
water,  all  the  afiidance  in  their  pov/er. 

Refolvedy  That  a  committee  oi:  three  be  appointed  to  prepare  an 
addrefs  to  the  inhabitants  of  America,  and  a  recommendation  to 
the  feveral  ftates  to  appoint  a  day  of  falling,  humiliation,  and 
prayer : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Witherfpoon,  Mr.  R.  H.Lee,  and 
Mr.  Adams. 

Refolvedy  That  Mr.  J.  Meafe  be  impowered  and  direcled  to  fettle 
and  pay  the  arrears  due  to  colonel  Hay's  battalion  of  the  flying 
camp. 

Refolvedy  That  Thomas  De  Naif  be  appointed  a  lieutenant  of 
artillery  under  M.  Ro^nand  de  Lille. 
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Refohedy  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  ftate  of  the  prifoners  fent  from  New-Jerfey. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Witherfpoon,  Mr.  Clarke,  and  Mr. 
F.  L.  Lee. 

Whereas  in  confequence  of  many  complaints  that  engroffers  had 
diilreffed  the  public  by  raifing  fait  to  an  exorbitant  price,  the  coun- 
cil of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania,  with  the  approbation  of  Congrefs, 
took  the  management  of  the  affair  into  their  hands,  and  have  en- 
deavoured by  asjuil  and  equal  a  diftribution  as  poffible  of  the  fait 
imported  from  time  to  time,  to  fupply  the  different  parts  of  the 
country  ;  yet  it  is  found  upon  trial,  either  from  the  artful,  condu6l 
of  interefled  perfons  not  difcovered,  or  from  the  impofTibility  of 
the  thmg  itfelf,  that  the  remedy  has  been  ineffectual;  and  on  the 
contrary,  fait  continues  fcarcer  and  dearer  in  this  port,  than  when 
no  regulations  have  been  tried  :  therefore, 

Refolvedi  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  council  of  fafety  of 
Pennfylvania  to  take  off  all  rellraint  upon  the  fale  of  fait ;  and  give 
public  notice  that  it  fhall  be  lawful  for  any  perfon  to  import  and 
fell  it,  in  fuch  manner  and  at  fuch  prices  as  fiiall  fuit  voluntary 
purchafers. 

Refolvedj  That  200  dollars  be  advanced  to  Mr.  Govett,  affiflant 
to  the  auditor- general ;  he  to  be  accountable. 

Refohed^  That  in  cafe  this  Con^reis  fliall  be  under  the  necefllty. 
of  removing  from  Philadelphia,  it  fhall  be  adjourned  to  Baltimore. 

Whereas  general  Wafhmgton  hath  repeatedly  applied,  and  hath 
yefterday  renewed  his  application,  for  an  immediate  reinforcement 
for  the  defence  of  Philadelphia,  and  the  ftate  of  Pennfylvania; 

Refohed,  That  the  council  of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania  be  requefl- 
ed  this  day  to  fend  expreffes,  that  can  be  relied  on,  to  the  feveral 
counties,  earnt  flly  requeiling  that  they  march  what  troops  they 
can  collect,  armed  and  provided  in  the  befl  manner  poffible,  to 
the  army  under  the  command  of  general  Wafhington. 

Refohed,  That  Mr.  J.  Meafe  be  diredled  to  furnifh  captain 
Plenderfon's  company,  of  the  1  ith  Pennfylvania  battalion,  with 
blankets  and  iiockings.  » - 

Refohed,  That  expreffes  be  immediately  fent  to  the  committees 
of  the  counties  of  Ciscil,  Baltimore,  Hartford,  and  Frederick, 
in  Maryland,  requeiling  that  they  apply  without  delay  to  the  mi- 
litia of  their  refpedive  counties,  and  fend  forward  immediately  for 
the  defence  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  and  the  reinforcement  of 
general  Wafhington's  army,  as  many  troops  as  poffible,  informing 
the  faid  committees  that  fome  affiftance  in  the  way  of  arms  may  be 
furnlfhed  here,  to  fuch  as  have  no  arms  to  bring  with  them  : 

That  an  exprefs  be  fent  to  the  council  of  fafety  of  Delaware, 
requefling  them  to  fend  forward  immediately,  for  the  purpofe  a- 
forefaid,  as  many  troops  as  poffible,  giving  them  the  like  infor- 
mation with  refpedl  to  arms,. 

Refohed, 
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Refolved,  That  tlie  board  of  war  be  dared^d  to  take  care  of  th  e 
arms  belonging  to  the  continent,  and  have  them  properly  fecured. 

Refolvedt  That  William  Chambers  be  appointed  captain,  Alex- 
ander Wilfon,  firft  lieutenant,  and  Adam  Hoops,  fecond  lieuten- 
ant, in  the  3d  battalion  of  the  regiment  commanded  by  colonel 
M.  Hazen. 

The  feveral  mattei'S  to  this  day  referred,  being  poftponed  : 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Tuesday,  December  10,  1776. 

A  letter  of  the  8th  from  general  Lee  at  Morriftown,  one  of  the 
9th  from  general  Wafhington,  with  a  letter  of  the  6th  from  gene- 
ral Heath,  were  read. 

Refolved,  That  the  prifoners  fent  from  the  ftate  of  New-Jerfey 
by  general  Wafliington,  and  ordered  to  Frederictown  in  Maryland, 
be  conveyed  there  by  captain  Mountjoy  Baily,  with  a  guard  of 
18  foldiers : 

That  the  faid  guard  be  furnifhed  with  arms,  cartridges,  knap- 
facks,  and  blankets  : 

That  100  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  committee  of  the  middle 
diftrift  of  Frederic  county,  to  defray  the  charges  of  conveying 
the  prifoners  there,  and  the  expence  of  furnilhing  rations  to  the 
prifoners  and  the  guard  ;  the  faid  committee  to  be  accountable. 

Refoived,  That  general  Mifflin  be  direfted  to  repair  immediate- 
ly to  the  neighbouring  counties,  and  by  all  the  means  in  his  power 
roufe  and  bring  them  in,  to  the  defence  of  Philadelphia. 

As  the  Congrefs  deem  it  of  great  importance  to  the  general 
good  and  fafety,  that  general  Mifflin  jfhould  make  a  progrefs  thro' 
the  feveral  counties  of  the  ftate  of  Fennfylvania,  to  roufe  the  free- 
men thereof,  to  the  immediate  defence  of  this  city  and  country  ; 

Refoived  J  That  the  affembly  be  requefted  to  appoint  a  committee 
of  their  body  to  make  the  faid  tour  with  general  Mifflin,  in  order 
to  affift  him  in  this  p-ood  and  neceflary  work. 

Refoived^  That  the  prefident  return  to  Congrefs  the  25000  dol- 
lars received  for  the  ufe  of  the  marine  committee. 

Rejolvedy  That  major-general  Putnam  be  directed  to  "have  .the 
feveral  recruits  and  other  continental  troops  in  Philadelphia  immc-^ 
diately  paraded,  and  that  he  proceed  vv'ithout  delay  to  make  the 
proper  defences  for  the  proteftion  and  fecurity  of  this  city  : 

That  the  council  of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania  be  requefted  to  oive 
major  general  Putnam  all  the  affiftance  in  their  povvcr  for  the  exe- 
cution of  the  above  neceffary  bufinefs,  by  calling  forth  the  inha- 
bitants, and  by  any  other  means  in  their  judgment  proper, 

Refoived,  That  2000  dollars  be  advanced  to  tiie  delegates  of 
Georgia,  for  the  ufe  of  that  ftate,  which  is  to  be  accountai3ie. 

Rejolvedy  That  135.30  dollars  be  paid  to  Robert  Fatton,  for  hit. 
fervices  as  nieffenger,  from  the  i5thof  May  to  the  4th  of  Decem- 
ber, inltant.  The 
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The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  an  addrefs  to  the  inhabi- 
tants of  America,  brought  in  a  draught,  which  was  read,  and  be- 
ing debated  by  paragraphs,  was  agreed  to. 

Ordered^  That  the  fald  committee  have  it  publiihed  and  dif- 
perfed. 

The  committee  of  treafury  reported  that  there  fhould  be  advanc- 
ed to  Mrs.  Stevenfon,  the  fum  of  200  dollars,  on  account  of  her 
hufbaiid  James  Stevenfon,  one  of  the  commiflioners  of  accounts  ; 
he  to  be  accountable  : 

That  there  Is  due  to  John  Montgomery  and  Jafper  Yates>  com- 
miflioners of  Indian  affairs  in  the  middle  department,  for  their  ac- 
count of  debts  due  to  fundry  perfons  on  the  viiit  of  the  indian  chiefs 
from  Pittfburgh  to  Congrefs,    1178.24  dollars: 

To  the  reverend  Mr.  Fowler,  indian  miflionary,  being  a  bal- 
lance  due  to  him  for  his  feryices  at  the  treaty  with  the  Indians  at 
Pittfburgh,   36  dollars  : 

To  John  Gibfon,  Efq.  for  eight  months  houfe-rent  for  the 
treafury -onice,  as  auditor-general  to  the  9th  inftant,  wood  for  the 
ufe  of  the  office,  &c.  &c.  the  fum  of  369. 61  dollars  : 

To  St.  Luke  la  Corne,  captain  Frazier,  and  major  Campbell, 
for  the  allowance  for  themfelves  and  three  fervants  from  24th  Sep- 
tember to  ^d  December,  90  dollars;  the  fame  to  be  paid  to  colonel 
Donald  Campbell : 

Ordered^  That  the  fald  accounts  be  paid. 

Refohed,  That  the  prefident  write  to  general  Wafhington,  and 
defire  him  to  fend  a  party  to  watch  the  roads  leading  from  New- 
Jerfey  to  Philadelphia  above  Trenton,  and  give  Coagrefs  the  ear- 
lieil  notice  of  the  enemy's  motions. 

Refohed,  That  2000  dollars  be  advanced  to  lieutenant-colonel 
Antii,  for  the  purpofe  of  recruiting  the  battalion  commanded  by 
colonel  M.  Hazen  ;  he  to  be  accountable. 

Refolved  That  two  of  the  continental  battalions  now  railing  in 
Connecticut  be  ftationed  for  the  defence  of  the  faid  ftate,  in  fuch 
parts  thereof  as  governor  Trumbull  fhall  judge  moll  conducive  to 
that  purpofe,  till  Coagrefs  fnall  order  otherv^^lfe. 

Rffjived,  That  the  treafurer,  upon  the  order  of  the  government 
ef  Connecticut,  payout  of  the  lirll  monies  which  fliall  be  received 
into  the  loan-office  in  that  itate,  40,000  dollars;  the  faid  ftate  to 
be  accountable  for  the  expenditure  thereof. 

Refolved^  That  Antoine  Seelim  be  appointed  a  captain  of  a  rifle 
company  in  the  corps  commanded  by  Major  Ottendorf 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  bein'j  poftponed  ; 

Adjoiirned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Wednesday, 
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Wednesday,  December  11,  1776. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  refolution  for  appoint- 
ing a  day  of  falling  and  humiliation,  brought  in  a  report,  v/hich 
was  read  and  agreed  to,  as  follows  : 

Whereas  the  war  in  which  the  United  States  are  engaged  with 
Great-Britain,  has  not  only  been  prolonged,  but  is  likely  to  be 
carried  to  the  greatell  extremity  ;  and  whereas  it  becomes  all  pub- 
lic bodies,  as  well  as  private  perfons,  to  reverence  the  providence 
of  God,  and  look  up  to  him  as  the  fupreme  difpofer  of  all  events> 
and  the  arbiter  of  the  fate  of  nations  ;  therefore, 

Refolved^  That  it  be  recommended  to  all  the  United  States  as 
foon  as  poffible  to  appoint  a  day  of  folemn  fading  and  humiliation; 
to  im,)lore  of  Almighty  God  the  foa-givenefs  of  the  many  fins  pre- 
vailing among  all  ranks,  and  to  beg  the  countenance  and  aiTiftance 
of  his  providence  in  the  profecution  of  the  prefect  jufl  and  necef- 
fary  war. 

The  Congrefs  do  alfo  in  the  moll  earnell  manner  recommend  to 
all  the  members  of  the  United  States,  and  particularly  the  officers 
civil  and  military  under  them,  the  exercife  of  repentance  and  re- 
formation; and  further,  require  of  them  the  ftrift  obfervation  of 
the  articles  of  war,  and  particularly  that  part  of  the  faid  articles 
which  forbids  profane  fwearing  and  all  immorality,  of  which  all 
fuch  officers  are  defired  to  take  notice. 

It  is  left  to  each  ftate  to  ilTue  out  proclamations  fixing  the  day 
that  appears  moil  proper  within  its  bounds. 

Ordered^  That  the  above  be  publilhed  by  the  committee  who 
brought  in  the  report. 

A  letter  of  the  loth   from  p-eneral  Wafnino-ton  at  the  falls  of 

o  o 

Delaware,  was  read. 

The  committee  appointed  to  examine  the  prifoners  fent  from. 
New-Jerfey,  reported,  that  they  have  performed  that  fervice,  and 
find  fome  confiderable  diftin6lion  between  them  ;  whereupon, 

Refolved,  That  the  faid  committee  be  impowered  to  difcharge 
from  jail  fuch  of  the  faid  prifoners  as  do  not  appear  to  have  been 
engaged  in  meafures  againll  the  United  States  of  America  ;  the 
faid  prifoners  firll  figning  a  declaration,  that  they  will  not  hereaf- 
ter engage  in  fuch  meafures,  nor  give  the  enemies  of  America  aid, 
information,  council,  or  affiftance  in  any  way  or  manner  vv'hatfo- 
ever  ;  and  that  fuch  as  the  faid  commitcee  judge  proper,  five  fe- 
curity  not  to  depart  the  city  of  Philadelphia  without  leave  of 
Congrefs. 

Refolved,  That  general  Putnam  be  dire£lcd  to  order  parties  of 
aftive,  fpirited  men,  with  proper  guides,  to  crofs  from  Philadel- 
phia to  New-Jerfey  ;  and  under  the  conduct  of  good  cfficerc,  to 
aft  as  harraffing  parties,  and  get  the  beft  intelligence  of  the  moti- 
ons and  fituation  of  the  enemy,  diredling  them  to  fend  frequen:; 
daily  intelligence  through  him  to   Congrefs,   of  the   difcoveries 

R  3  ther 
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they  fhall  be  able  to  make  of  the  enemy's  movements   and  fitua- 
tion. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed  ; 

Adjourned  to  lo  o'clock  to-morrow. 

y 

Wednesday,  Deceitiher  12,1776. 

A  letter  of  the  i  ith  from  general  Wafhington  was  read  ; 

Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Refolved)  That  20,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  Gultavus  Rifberg, 
and  charged  to  the  account  of  R,  Dallum,  Efq. 

That  50,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  coimcil  of  fafety  of 
Pennfylvania  for  the  public  fervice;  the  faid  council  to  be  account- 
able : 

That  5000  dollars  be  advanced  to  Dr.  Nicholas  Way  of  WiK 
mington,  for  the  public  fervice;  he  to  be  accountable. 

Refoived,  That  the  two  companies  raifed  in  the  town  of  Weft- 
moreland,  be  ordered  to  join  getieral  Wafhington  with  all  poffible 
e>:pedition. 

Refohedf  That  the  continental  apothecary  be  dire6led  immedi- 
ately to  pack  up  all  the  continental  medicines,  and  fend  them  to 
the  quarter-mafter  gtneral : 

That  the  quarter-mafter  general  be  dire6^ed  to  remove  all  the 
medicines  belonging  to  the  continent' in  Philadelphia  to  a  place  of 
fecurity  : 

That  the  frigate  Randolph  be  put  under  the  direction  of  the 
continental  genera]  commanding  in  Philadelphia,  to  a6l  as  he  Ihall 
diredl  for  the  defence  of  this  city,  and  preventing  the  enemy  from 
palling  the  Delaware. 

Refolved,  That  53.30  dollars  be  advanced  to  Mr.  Sproat,  clerk 
at  the  war-o£iice,  for  his  fervice ;  he  to  be  accountable. 

Mr.  Walton,  a  delegate  from  Georgia,  attended  and  produced 
a  letter  from  the  fecretary  of  the  convention  of  that  Hate,  inform- 
ing him  of  his  appointment,  with  others,  to  reprefent  that  Hate 
for  the  enfuing  year  : 

R.efolvcd,  That  he  be  admitted  to  a^  feat. 

Rc'folved,  That  Elifha  Sheldon  be  appointed  lieutenant-colonel 
commandant  of  a  regiment  of  cavalry  on  the  continental  eftablifli- 
rncnt,  with  the  rank  and  pay  of  a  colonel  of  foot :  and  that  gene- 
pi  Wafhington  be  authorifed  to  appoint  the  other  officers  to  the 
faid  regiment ;  and  that  the  colonel  with  his  officers  proceed  with- 
out delay  to  raife  and  difcipline  the  faid  regiment ;  and  that  they 
repair  to  and  join  the  army  under  the  command  of  general  Wafn- 
ington  by  companies,  as  foon  as  each  company  fhall  be  compleat ; 

That  general  Wafhington  be  impowered  to  advance  to  colonel 
Sheldon  fuch  fums  of  money  as  may  be  necefTary  for  the  fervice. 

Refoived,  That  the  marine  committee  be  diredted  to  employ  one 
©r  more  fafl-failing  veffels  to  proceed  immediately  on  a  cruize  off 

the 
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the  capes  of  Delaware,  and  give  notice  to  all  fhips  and  veffels  in- 
ward bound  of  the  ftate  of  this  port,  in  order  that  they  may  pro- 
ceed to  fome  other  place  or  places  of  more  fafety. 

Re/o/ved,  That  general  Putnam  be  direcled  to  fend  Dr.  John 
Connolly  under  guard  to  Baltimore  in  Maryland,  there  to  be  con- 
fined. 

Refolved,  That  the  continental  general  commanding  in  Philadel- 
phia, be  directed  to  defend  the  fame  to  t,he  utmoft  extremity,  a- 
gainft  the  attempts  of  the  enemy  to  get  pofleffion  of  it  ;  and  that 
for  this  end  he  apply  from  time  to  time  to  the  council  of  fafety  of 
Pennfylvania  for  their  aid  and  affiftance. 

Refohedi  That  Mr.  R.  Morris  be  impowered  to  borrow  a  fum 
not  exceeding  10,000  dollars,  for  the  ufe  of  the  marine  committee; 
and  Congrefs  will  indemnify  him.. 

Refohedi  That  Timothy  Dod  be  releafed  from  confinement. 

Refolvedf  That  the  arms,  ammunition,  and  cloathing  in  or  near 
the  city  of  Philadelphia,  be  put  under  the  direction  of  general 
Putnam  ;  and  that  Mr.  J.  Meafe,  and  all  other  perfons  having 
continental  llores  in  care,  make  immediate  return  of  the  fame  to 
general  Putnam  of  the  quantities  and  kinds  of  each,  and  where  the 
fame  are  placed,  that  the  general  may  take  order  therein,  either 
for  fafety  or  ufe,  as  he  fiiall  judge  proper. 

Refolved,  That  general  Putman  be  authorifed  to  employ  all  the 
private  armed  veffels  in  this  harbour,  for  the  defence  and  fecurity 
of  the  city  ;  and  that  he  take  the  mod  effeftual  meafures  for  man- 
ning them,  and  putting  them  in  fit  condition  for  the  above  purpofe. 
Major-general  Putnam  and  brigadier-gefncral  Mifflin  being  cal- 
led to  a  conference,  and  having  by  llrong  arguments  urgjed  the 
neceffity  of  the  Jongrefs  retiring  ;  it  was  thereupon, 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  Wilfon  inform  the  affembly  and  council  of 
Pennfylvania  of  the  propofed  adjournment  of  Congrefs,  and  the 
place  to  which  they  have  refolved  to  adjourn;  and  acquaint  them 
that  Congrefs  will  at  all  times,  on  their  application,  be  ready  to 
comply  with  their  reqaifitions  for  the  fecirity  of  this  city  and  ftate 
againft  the  common  enemy. 

Whereas  the  movements  of  the  enemy  have  now  rendered   the 
neighbourhood  of  this  city  the  feat  of  war,  which  will  prevent  that 
quift   and  uninterrupted  attention   to  the   public  bufinefs,  which- 
fliould  ever  prevail  in  the  great  continental  council : 

Refolved y  That  this  Congi-efs  be  for  the  prefent  adjourned  to 
the  town  of  Baltimore,  in  the  ftate  of  Maryland,  to  meet  on  the 
20th  inftant,  unlefs  a  fufficient  number  to  make  a  Congrefs  fliall 
be  there  fooner  affembled  ;  and  that  until  the  Congrefs  fliall  other- 
wife  order,  general  Wafliingtpn  be  poffeffed  of  full  pov.-er  to»ordcr 
and  direft  all  things  relative  to  the  department,  and  to  the  operati- 
ons of  war  :  and  that  the  feveral  "matters  to  this  day  referred,  be 
poilponed  to  the  day  to  which  Congrefs  is  adjourned. 

Baltiihore. 
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BALTIMORE. 

Friday,   December  20,  1776. 
Congrefs  met  according  to  adjonrnment. 

The  delegates  from  Georgia  produced  the  credentials  of  their 
^ippointmentj  which  were  read,  as  follows  : 

"  In  Convention^  Savafinah,  O^oher  g,  ^17^' 
*'  The  convention  proceeded  to  ballot  for  delegates  to  reprefent 
this  ffcate  in  the  Continental  Cougrefs  for  the  year  enfuing  :  when 
on  clofing  the  poll  it  appeared  that  John  Houfton,  Lyman  Hall, 
Button  Gwinnet,  George  Walton,  and  Nathan  Brownfon,  Efqrs. 
were  duly  ele£led,  and  declared  fo  accordingly. 

u4  true  copy  from  the  minutes, 

Edward  Langworthv,  Sec^"" 

vSundry  letters  were  laid  before  Congrefs  and  read  ;  viz. 

Three  from  general  Wafhington,  of  the  12th,  13th,  and  15th; 

One  of  the  13th  from  general  Sullivan  .* 

Four  from  R.  Morris  at  Philadelphia,  of  the  13th,  r4th,  i6th, 
and  1 7th  : 

One  of  the  8th  from  general  Woofter  : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  four : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  Mr.  Wilfon,  Mr.  Kar- 
rifon,  and  Mr.  S.  Adams. 

Refohed,  That  Benjamin  Griffith  be  appointed  to  fupply  the 
prifoners  from  North-Carolina  with  provifions,  cloathing,  blankets, 
and  fuel  fufhcient  to  proteft  them  from  the  inclemency  of  the  wea- 
ther; and  that  the  apartments  in  which  they  are  confined  be  glaz- 
ed, and  in  other  refpecls  fecured  from  the  weather,  fo  that  the 
health  of  the  prifoners  may  be  preferved,  and  they  experience  tha^ 
humanity  which  hath  ever  marked  the  conduct  of  this  Congrefs  to 
its  prifoners. 

Refolved,  That  the  prefident  write  to  general  Wafhington,  and 
defire  him  to  fend  a  flag  to  general  Howe,  and  inquire  in  what 
manner  general  Lee,  who  has  been  taken  prifoner,  is  treated:  and 
if  he  finds  that  he  is  not  treated  agreeable  to  his  rank  and  charac- 
ter, to  fend  a  remonilrance  to  general  Howe  on  the  fubjeft  ;  and 
farther,  to  inquire  of  general  Kovve  whether  he  will  grant  per- 
mifiion  to  fend  general  Lee  fuch  fupplies  of  money  as  maybe  ne- 
ceffary  to  fupport  him  during  his  conimement  in  a  manner  fuitabl« 
to  his  rank  in  the  fervice  of  the  United  States  : 

That  theprefident  alfo  write  to  Mr.  R.  Morris,  and  requeft  him 
to  fend  one  hundred  half-johannes  to  general  Wafliington  for  the 
ufe  of  general  Lee. 

The 
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The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poUponed  ; 
Adiournedto  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Saturday,  December  21,  1776. 
A  letter  of  the  ift  of  06lober  laftfrofn  S.  Deane,  Efq;  alfo  one 
of  the  19th  from  the  committee  of  Frederic  county,  with  fundry 
refolutions  palfed  by  the  faid  committee,  refpefting  the  marching 
of  the  militia  of  that  county  to  join  general  Wafliington,  were  read. 
Congrefs  being  informed  that  a  number  of  prifoners  were  arrived 
at  Baltimore  from  Philadelphia;       / 

Refolvedt  That  the  committee  of  Baltimore  town  be  requefted  to 
fecure  in  a  convenient  room  under  a  guard,  the  faid  prifoners,  ex- 
cept the  two  Goodrich's,  who  are  to  be  committed  to  jail ;  that 
Mr.  B.  Griffith  be  impowered  to  fupply  them  with  provifions  and 
other  things  abfolutely  neceffary  for  them,  until  farther  orders  of 
Congrefs. 

Refolved,  That  6000  dollars  be  advanced  to  col-  Thomas  Price, 
for  the  purpofe  of  recruiting  his  battalion  ;  he  to  be  accountable. 

The  committee  of  treafury  reported,  that  they  have  had  under 
conlideration  the  account  of  colonel  W.  R.ichardfon  for  guarding 
the  continental  treafury  from  Philadelphia  to  Baltimore  ;  that  the 
cxpence  of  the  guard,  with  provender  for  the  teams,  amiounts  to 
278.83  dollars  ;  that  he  credits  300  dollars  received  by  a  warrant 
on  |he  treafurer,  and  that  there  remains  due  to  the  faid  colonel  W. 
Richardfon,   78.83  dollars : 

Ordered^  That  the  faid  account  be  paid. 

A  letter  of  the  15th  from  general  Armfcrong  at  Philadelphia  v/as 
read ; 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 
The  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  letters  from  general 
Wafliington   and  Mr.  Morris,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  ta- 
ken into  confid'eration  ;  whereupon, 

Refolvedy  That  proper  magazines  of  provifions  for  the  army  be 
immediately  formed  in  or  near  Pennfylvania,  and  that  Conp-refs 
approve  of  the  general's  fending  general  Armilrongto  fix  upon  the 
moft  fecure  and  convenient  places  for  fuch  mai>-azines,  to  animate 
the  militia,  and  facilitate  the  recruiting  fervice  in  Pennfylvania  : 
That  Congrefs  approve  of  general  Waflvington's  fending  oeneral 
Smallwood  to  Maryland,  to  encourage  and  promote  the  fpeedy 
raifing  of  the  new  levies  therein  ;  and  that  general  Smallwood  be 
requefted  to  ufe  his  utmoft  endeavours  in  executing  that  buhnefs  : 

That  Robert  Morris,  George  Clymer,  and  George  Walton, 
Efq;  be  a  committee  of  Congrefs,  with  powers  to  execute  fuchs 
continencntal  bufmefs  as  may  be  proper  and  necelTary  to  be  done  at 
Philadelphia : 

That  200,000  dollars  be  immediately  fcnt  to  Mr.  J.  Meafe,  fub- 
jeft  to  the  difpofition  of  the  faid  committee,  for  providing  the  mi- 
litia 
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litia  going  into  fervice  ;  for  paying  the  foldiers  from  Ticonderoga, 
and  for  fuch  other  public  ufes  as  they  (hall  think  proper; 

That  if  the  above  fum  fhould  be  infufFicient,  the  faid  committee 
have  power  to  call  on  the  commiffioner  of  the  loan-office  in  Penn- 
fylvania  for  fuch  farther  fums  as  the  continental  fervice  there  may 
.  demand: 

That  the  faid  committee  keep  up  a  regular  correfpondence  with 
Congrefsj  informing  them  from  time  to  time  of  their  proceedings 
herein  : 

That  the  refolve  refpefting  the  appointment  of  this  committee 
and  its  powers  be  tranfmitted  to  Meffieurs  Morris,  Clymer  and 
Walton  by  Mr.  Prefident ;  and  that  he  inform  the  faid  gentlemen 
that  Congrefs  approve  their  care  of  the  public  bufmefs  as  fignified 
in  Mr.  Morris's  letters.  Alfo,  that  Mr.  Morris  be  informed  Con- 
grefs highly  approve  his  plan  of  iitting  the  continental  frigates  at 
Philadelphia  regularly  for  fea,  with  all  poilible  expedition  : 

That  Mr.  fecretary  Peters  be  direfted  by  the  board  of  war  to 
repair  to  Baltimore  as  foon  as  poffible. 

Rejolvedi  That  19,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  Mr.  John  Boyd, 
pay-mafter  of  colonel  Mackay's  battalion,  for  the  ufe  of  the  faid 
battalion  ;  he  to  Be  accountable. 

Refohedi  That  two  chaplains  be  appointed  to  Congrefs,  and 
that  Monday  next  be  affigned  for  electing  them. 

Congrefs  took  into  conlideration  the  letter  from  the  committee 
of  Frederick  county  ;  whereupon,  ' 

Refolved,  That  18,000  dollars  be  tranfmitted  to  the  committee 
of  Frederick,  for  the  ufe  of  the  militia  of  the  c'ounties  of  Frederick, 
Waraington,  and  Montgomery,  who  march  to  reinforce  general 
Wafhington  ;  the  faid  committee  to  be  accountable  : 

That  the  faid  committee  tranfmit  to  general  Wafnlngton  a  par- 
ticular account  of  the  money  advanced  to  the  militia. 

Refolvedi  That  officers  of  troops  inlifted  for  three  years  or  dur- 
ino-  the  war,  receive  pay  on  the  new  eftablifliment  from  the  time 
of  their  being  appointed  by  their  refpeClive  dates,  in  confequence 
of  the  refolution  of  Congrefs  palTed  the  i6th  of  September  laft. 

Refoived,  That  fuch  altei'ation  be  made  in  the  rations  of  the 
Virginia  troops  as  the  governor  and  council  /)f  that  fhate  (hall  di- 
re6l,  provided  the  expence  does  not  exceed  that  of  the  ration  efta- 
blifhed  for  the  continental  army. 

Refolued,  That  3000  dollars  be  advanced  to  colonel  W.  Richard- 
fon,  for  the  purpofe  of  recruiting  his  regiment ;  he  to  be  account- 
able. 

'Refoived,  That  Mr.  Hooper  be  impowered  to  examine  into  the 
flate  of  the  North- Carolina  prifoners,  and  have  fuch  of  them  as 
are  fick  removed  to  a  private  houfe  and  kept  under  guard;  and 
that  he  provide  a  phyficlan  to  attend  them. 

Rjjokcd,  That  general  Wafhington  be  dire6led  to  pay  the  mili- 
tia 
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tia  that  may  reinforce  his  army,  in  the  fame  manner  as  his  other 
troops  are  paid;  and  that  on  their  difcharge  one  penny  a  mile  be 
allowed  in  lieu  of  rations,  to  fupport  them  on  their  march  to  their 
refpedlive  places  of  abode. 

The  feverai  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed  ; 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

Monday,  Decsmher  23,  1776. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day,  Congrefs  elefted  the  reverend 
Mr.  P.  Allifon,  and  the  reverend  Mr.  W.  White,  chaplains. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Wither fpoon,  Mr.  S.  Adams,  and  Mn 
Hooper  inform  tHe  faid  gentlemen  of  their  appointment,  and  de- 
iire  their  attendance. 

Mr.  Hooper  having  reported  that  the  prefent  fituation  of  the 
prifoners  is  very  difagreeable  and  dangerous  to  their  health,  on  ac- 
count of  the  prifon  being  much  out  of  repair  ;  it  was  thereupon 

Refolved,  That  until  the  apartments  in  the  jail  of  the  town  of 
Baltimore  be  repaired,  and  put  in  fuch  a  condition  as  not  to  endan- 
ger the  health  of  thofe  who  may  be  confined  in  them,  the  prifoners 
from  the  ilate  of  North-Carolina  be  removed  from  thence  to  diffe- 
rent rooms  in  the  court-houfe,  or  wherever  elfe  they  can  be  pro- 
cured, and  there  fafely  locked  up  and  fecured;  and  that  the  com- 
mittee of  infpe6iion  of  the  faid  town  be  requefted  to  dire6l  proper 
apartments  for  their  reception,  and  from  time  to  time  keep  up  a 
good  and  fufficient  guard  over  them  ;  and  in  order  to  fecure  them 
more  effectually,  that  the  prifoners,  agreeable  to  their  own  volun- 
tary propofal,  fhall  be  upon  their  parole  not  to  make  any  attempts 
to  ffcape  from  confinement,  nor  interfere  in  the  prefent  war  with 
Great-Britain,  by  carrying  on  any  correfpondence,  converfatioa. 
or  otherwife  with  the  enemies  of  America  ;  and  that  during  their 
confinement,  Benjamin  Griffith,  who  by  a  late  refolve  of  Congrefs 
was  directed  to  fupply  the  prifoners  when  confined  in  jail,  conti- 
nue to  fupply  and  accomodate  them  with  necefl'aries  for  their  fup^ 
port. 

Refolvedf  That  Robert  Patton  be  appointed  door-keeper,  and 
James  Long  meffenger,  to  Congrefs. 

Refohedi  That  to-morrow  be  affigned  for  appointing  fl-iilful  per- 
fons  to  be  fent  to  examine  the  Saliftsury  and  Mr.  Livinglion's 
founderies,  agreeable  to  the  refolution  of  the  28th  of  November 
laft. 

Refolved,  That  Mr.  John  Boyd,  the  pay-mafter  of  colonel 
Mackay's  battalion,  be  impowered  to  receive  from  Mr.  William 
Smith  at  Hanover,  fuch  a  number  of  flioes  as  may  be  wanted  fer 
the  ufe  of  the  faid  battalion. 

Refolvedy  That  the  affemblies,  conventions,  •  committees  or 
councils  of  fafety,  and  other  perfons  that  are  or  may  be  intruded 
with  money  for  the  militia  reinforcing  the  armies  of  the  United 

States, 
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States,  tranfmit  the  receipts  of  the  officers  receiving  the  fame  to 
thepay-mafter  or  deputy  pay-mafter  general  of  the  refpeitive  ar- 
mies ;  who  are  hereby  directed  to  make  proper  ftoppages,  and  give 
certificates  of  the  delivery  of  fuch  receipts,  fpecifying  therein  the 
names  of  the  perfons  figningthem,  the  dates  and  fums  mentioned 
in  the  fame,  and  the  perfons  to  whom  the  receipts  were  given; 
which  certificates  fliall  be  received  by  the  commiffioners  of  the 
treafary  as  fufScient  vouchers  for  difcharging  the  refpe6live  ac- 
counts from  the  fums  expreiTed  in  the  fam.e. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poilponed  ; 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Tuesday,  December  24,  1776. 

A  letter  of  the  20th  from  the  council  of  fafety  of  Pennfylvania ; 
one  of  the  21ft  from  Mr.  R.  Morris;  one  of  the  loth  from  general 
Schuyler,  with  fund ry  papers  inclofed,  were  received  and  read ; 

Refolvedf  That  the  laft  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  affairs 
of  the  northern  army. 

Refolvedy  That  two  members  be  added  to  the  faid  committee  : 

The  merFibers  choi'en,  Mr.  Hey  ward,  and  Mr.  Whipple. 

R&fohedi  That  200,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  council  of 
fafety  of  Pennfylvania,  for  the  public  fervice ;  the  faid  council  to 
be  accountable. 

Refolvedi  That  Mr.  Hillegas,  the  treafurer,  be  impowered  to 
employ  proper  perfons  to  lign  the  bills  which  remain  unfigned  in 
the  treafury,  and  that  he  return  their  names  lo  Congrefs. 

Refolved,  That  a  letter  be  immediately  written  by  Mr.  Prefident 
to  the  aiTemblics  of  New-Iiampfhire,  Maffachufetts-Bay  and  Con- 
nedlicut,  informing  them  of  the  critical  ftate  of  the  fortrefs  of 
Ticonderoga  and  the  other  pods  In  that  quarter  ;  and  the  extreme 
danger  of  general  Carlton's  poiTeffing  himfelf  of  that  fortrefs  as 
foon  as  lake  Champlain  fnali  be  fo  frozen,  as  to  be  capable  of  bear- 
ing horfes  :  that,  by  a  letter  from  general  Schuyler,  Congrefs  Is 
informed  that  the  troops  now  occupying  thofe  pods  will  not  tarry 
after  the  3  ift  of  this  mouth  ;  and  in  the  moft  preffing  terms  urging 
the  neceiiity  of  hailening  up  troops  from  their  refpe6:ive  ftates  with 
the  utmoil  difpatch,  in  the  following  proportions,  viz.  2500  from 
Maffachufetts-Bay,  1500  from  Connecticut,  and  500  New-Hamp- 
fnire,  making  4500  ;  Informing  them  that  Congrefs  deiire  they 
will  not  wait  till  the  feveral  corps  are  compleated  ;  and  that  there 
is  now  a  plentiful  flock  of  provifions  at  Ticonderoga,  and  nothing 
to  fear  from  the  enemy  till  the  lake  fliall  be  frozen  as  above  menti- 
oned. 

'  Refolved,  That  tv^o  members  be  added  to  the  committee  appoint- 
ed on  the  J  7th  of  Oftober,  for  the  better  regulating  the  treafury 
board : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Nelfonand  Mr.Ellery. 

Refolved f 
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Uefohed,  That  533-30  dollars  be  advanced  to  Thomas  Nicholsj, 
deputy  quarter-mafter  general,  for  the  public  fervice,  and  charged 
to  the  account  of  brigadier  general  MiHiin,  quarter-mailer  general, 
to  whom  faid  Nichols,  who  is  an  officer  in  his  department,  is  to 
be  accountable. 

Sundry  French  letters  were  laid  before  Congrefs,  and  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  letters  be  refcirred  to  the  committee  for 
procuring  cannon, 

Refoived,  That  a  member  be  added  to  the  faid  committee  : 

The  member  chofen,  Mr.  Lewis. 

Refolved,  That  two  other  magazines  of  ammunition,  in  additi° 
on  to  that  agreed  to  on  the  2  lil  be  formed,  one  in  the  eaftern  ftates, 
and  one  in  the  fouthern  ftates  : 

Ordered^  That  the  delegates  of  the  eaftern  ftates  confer  toge- 
ther, and  alfo  thofeofthe  fouthern  ftates,  and  fix  upon  proper- 
places,  and  report  to  Congrefs  on  Thurfday  next. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponedj 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Thurfday  next. 

Thursday^  December  26,   177611 

Sundry  letters  were  read,  viz. 

One  of  the  i6th  from  general  Wafhington,  with^  aii  extrafl:  of 
a  letter  from  commifTary-general  Trumbull : 

One  of  the  13th  from  commiffary-general  Trumbull  at  Morrif^- 
town  : 

One  of  the  8th  from  governor  Cooke  : 

One  of  the  20th  from  general  Waftiingtbri,  with  a  plan  for  the 
eftablilhment  of  artillery,  and  a  memorandum  : 

One  of  the  2iftfr®m  general  N.  Green  : 

Two  of  the  2  2d  from  the  council  of  fafety  of  Pennfylvaniaj  with 
fundry  letters  from  Ticonderoga  : 

One  of  the  2d  from  colonel  Anthony  Wayne  at  Ticonderoga, 
v/ith  fundry  papers  inclofed: 

One  of  the  6th  from  colonel  J.  Wood  at  ditto  : 

One  of  the  23d  from  Samuel  Wafliington  of  Berkely  county, 
Virginia  : 

One  of  the  loth  from  colonel  John  Browii  of  Albany,  with  pa- 
pers inclofed  : 

Alfo,  a  letter  from  Donald  M*Leod,  Alexander  M*Leod,  Ken- 
neth McDonald,  and  a  petition  from  Thomas  Slater  prifoners. 

Refolvedy  That  400,000  doll'ars  be  advanced  to  Jofeph  Trum* 
bull,  Efq;  commiffary  general  ;  he  to  be  acccountab'e. 

Refolvedy  That  J.  Trumbull,  Efq;  commiiTary-general,  be  im- 
powered  to  import  at  the  continental  rifle,  from  Virg^inia  and  Ma- 
ryland, and  the  other  fouthern  ftates,  fuch  quantities  of  flour  and 
other  provifions  as  he  may  judge  neceffary  for  the  fupport  of  the 
army. 

S  3  ^  Refolvedy 
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Refohedy  That  the  delegates  of  Virginia  be  Impowered  and  di- 
refted  to  write  to  the  governor  and  council  of  their  ftate,  and  re- 
queft  them  to  contra6t  with  proper  perfons,  for  the  delivery  of 
10,000  barrels  of  flour  on  James's,  York,  Rapahannock,  and 
Potowmack  rivers,  to  the  order  of  Jofeph  Trumbull,  commifTary- 
general,  or  of  a  larger  quantity,  fliould  he  require  a  farther  fup- 
ply ;  the  faid  Jofeph  Trumbull  to  fend  vefTelsto  take  it  in,  and  to 
pay  for,  or  draw  orders  on  the  prefident  of  Congrefs  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  fame. 

Ordered,  That  the  letters  read  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  the 
whole. 

Congrefs  then  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to 
take  into  confideration  the  letters ;  and  after  fome  time  fpent 
thereon,  the  prefident  refumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Harrifon  re- 
ported, that  the  committee  have  had  under  confideration  the  let- 
ters to  them  referred,  but  not  having  had  time  to  fini-fli,  defire 
leave  to  fit  again  to-morrow  at  ten  o'clock. 

Refolved^  That  this  Congrefs  will  to-morrow  at  ten  o'clock  re- 
folve  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  confidera- 
tion the  letters  read  this  day. 

Refolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  take  into 
confideration  the  ftate  of  the  army,  and  report  thereon  to-morrow 
morning  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Richard  H.  Lee,  Mr.  Wilfon,  and 
Mr.  S,  Adams. 

Refolved,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  prepare  a 
plan  for  the  better  conducting  the  executive  bufinefs  of  Congrefs, 
by  boards  compofed  of  perfons,  not  members  of  Congrefs  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Whipple,  Mr.  Wilfon,  Mr.  Gerry, 
Mr.  Nelfon,  and  Mr.  Morris. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponed ; 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Friday,   Decemher  27,  1776. 

Refolved,  That  3*5 3 3-30  dollars  be  advanced  to  Mr.  James 
Nourfe  for  the  ufeof  the  militia  of  Berkly  and  Frederic  counties, 
in  Virginia,  who  are  about  to  march  to  reinforce  general  Wafh- 
ington,the  faid  Mr.  Nourfe  to  be  accountable  for  the  expenditure. 

Refolved,  That  the  refolution  pafTed  the  3d  of  December,  grant- 
ing a  pair  of  fhoes  and  (lockings  to  the  militia  of  Pennfylvania, 
and  the  fame  rations  and  monthly  pay  with  the  other  troops  on  the 
continental  tftablifhment,  to  commence  from  the  time  of  their  en- 
rollment, be  extended  to  the  Virginia  militia,  who  march  to  re- 
inforce general  Wafhington. 

Sundry  letters  were  read,    viz. 

One  of  the  23d  from  R   Morris  : 

One  of  the  3d  from  general  Schuyler  at  Saratoga  \ 

One 
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One  from  Henricus  Gode  of  St,  Euaatia  of  November  30th: 

One  of  the  18th  from  Richard  Dallam,  deputy  pay-mafter  ge- 
sseral,  at  Newtown  in  Bucks  county,  Pennfylvania: 

One  of  the  5th  from  Jonathan  Trumbull  : 

One  of  the  25th  November  from  Jofeph  Trumbull  : 

Alfo  a  petition  from  Faneuil  and  others,  to  the  affembly  of  Maf- 
fachufetts-Bay,  and  a  refolution  paffed  by  the  faid  aiTembly  in 
coniequence  thereof. 

The  committee  on  the  ftate  of  the  army  brought  in  a  report, 
which  was  taken  into  confideration :  whereupon, 

'  Refelved,  That   a  brigadier-general   of  artillery  be   appointed, 
Snd  the  ballots  beijig  taken, 
'  Colonel  Henry  Knox  was  ele£ied. 

Rejolved,  That  general  Wafhington  be  impowered  to  ufe  every 
endeavour,  by  giving  bounties  and  otherwife,  to  prevail  upon  the 
troops,  whofe  term   of  inliilment  will   expire   at  the   end  of  the 
month,  to  ttay  with  the  army  fo  long  after  that  period,  as  its  fitu^  - 
ation  (hall  render  their  ftay  necefrary  : 

That  the  new  levies  in  Virginia,  Maryland,  the  Delaware  (late, 
Pennfylvania,  and  Ncw-Jerfey,  be  ordered  to  march  by  companies, 
and  parts  of  companies,  as  fall  as  they  fhall  be  raifed,  and  join  the 
army  under  general  Wafhington,  with  the  utmoft  difpajtch  : 

That  the  roregoing  refolution  be  tranfmitted  by  the  prefident 
to  the  executive  powers  of  the  ftates  before  mentioned,  who  are 
requefted  to  carry  it  into  execution  ;  to  appoint  commiifaries  to 
precede  the  troops,  and  procure  provifion  for  them  on  their  maixh; 
and  that  they  be  impowered  to  draw  money  for  this  purpofe  from 
the  neareft  continental  pay-mafter: 

That  general  Wafliingtpn  be  impowered  to  appoint  a  commif- 
fary  of  prifoners,  and  a  clothier-general  for  fupplying  the  army  ; 
to  fix  their  falaries,  and  return  their  names  to  Congrefs  : 

ThBt  general  Waihington  be  requefted  to  fix  upon  that  fyftem  of 
promotion  in  the  continental  army,  which,  in  his  opinion,  and  that 
of  the  general  ofScers  with  him,  will  produce  moft  general  fatis- 
£a6lioH  ;  that  it  be  fuggefted  to  him,  whether  a  promotion  of  field- 
officers  in  the  colonial  line,  and  of  captains  and  fubalterns  in  the 
regimental  line,  would  not  be  the  moft  proper ; 

That  Congrefs  approve  of  general  Wafliington's  diretiing  the 
quarter-mafter  general  to  provide  teams  for  each  regiment,  and  for 
other  neceflary  purpofes  : 

That  the  2d  and  7th  Virginia  regiments,  with  all  the  convales- 
cents from  the  other  corps  left  in  that  ftate,  and  now  fit  for  duty, 
be  ordered  to  march  and  join  the  army  under  general  Waftiington, 
with  the  utmoft  difpatch,  leaving  the  arms  that  they  have  at  pre? 
fent  with  the  governor  and  council  of  that  ftate,  as  they  will  be 
provided  with  others  at  the  head  of  Elk  : 

That  three  regiments  upon  the  new  eftabliftiment  In  North-Ca- 
roling,^ 
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rolina,  be  ordered  to  march  immediately  to  join  general  Wafhing- 
ton  : 

That  the  ftate  of  Virginia  be  impowered  to  call  into  fervice,  at 
the  continental  expence,  three  regiments  of  militia,  or  minute  men, 
if  fiich  a'mealure  (hall  by  that  ftate  be  judged  neceffary. 

The  unjuit,  but  determined  piirpofe  of  the  Britlih  court  to  en-= 
flave  ihojcsfree  ftates,  obvious  through  every  delufive  infinuation 
to  the  contrary,  having  placed  things  in  fucb  a  fituatlon  that  the 
very  exiftence  of  civil  liberty  now  depends  on  the  right  execution 
of  military  powers,  and  the  vigorous  decifive  condu6l  ot  thefe  be- 
ing iiiipofiible  to  diftant,  numerous,  and  deliberative  bodies  : 

This  Congreis,  having  maturely  confidered  the  prefent  crlfis; 
and  having  perfect  reliance  on  the  wifdftm,  vigour,  and  upright- 
deis  of  general  Wafhington,  do  hereby, 

Rejoive,  1  hat  general  Wafhington  fhall  be,  and  he  is  hereby 
vePced  with  full,  ample,  and  complete  powers  to  raife  and  colief^ 
together  in  the  moll  fpeedy  and  effeftual  manner,  from  any  or  all 
of  thefe  United  States,  fixteen  battalions  of  infantry  in  addition  to 
thoie  already  voted  by  Congrefs ;  to  appoint  officers  for  the  faid 
battalions  of  infantry  ;  to  raife,  officer,  and  equip  3000  light-horfe; 
three  regiments  of  artillery  and  a  corps  of  engineers,  and  to  efta- 
blifh  their  pay  ;  to  apply  to  any  of  the  flates  for  fuch  aid  of  the 
militia  as  he  fhall  judge  neceffary  ;  to  form  fuch  magazines  of  pro- 
vifions,  and  in  fuch  places  as  he  fhall  think  proper  ;  to  dlfplace 
and  appoint  all  officers  under  the  rank  of  brigadier  general,  and  to 
iill  up  all  vacancies  in  every  other  department  in  the  i\.raerican 
armies  ;  to  take,  wherever  he  may  be,  whatever  he  may  want  for 
the  ufe  of  the  army,  if  the  inhabitants  will  not  fell  it,  allowing  a 
reafonable  price  for  the  fame;  to  arreft  and  confine  perfons  who 
refufe  to  take  the  continental  currency,  or  are  otherwife  difaffe^i- 
ed  to  the  American  caufe  ;  and  return  to  the  flates,  of  which  they 
are  citizens,  their  names,  and  the  nature  of  their  offences,  toge- 
ther with  the  witneffes  to  prove  them  : 

That  the  foregoing  powers  be  vefted  in  general  Wamington,  for 
and  during  the  term  of  fix  months  from  the  date  hereof,  unlefs 
fooner  determined  by  Congrefs. 

Refoivedi  That  the  council  of  fafety  of  Pennfylvanla  be  requeft- 
cd  to  take  the  mofl  vigorous  and  fpeedy  meafures  for  punifliing  all 
fuch  as  refufe  continental  currency  ;  and  that  the  general  be  direc- 
ted to  give  all  neceffary  aid  to  the  council  of  fafety,  for  carrying 
their  meafures  on  this  fubjedl  into  effe6l\ial  execution. 

Mr.  Killegas  having  returned  the  names  of  perfons  by  him  cm- 
ployed  to  fupcrintend  the  prefs,  and  to  fign  the  bills  of  credit,  they 
Were  agreed  to  ;  and  are, 

Superintendants  ofthepre/s,  Thomas  Harrifon,  William  Smithe, 
and  John  Merryman,  junior  : 

Signers  of  money,     William  Afquith,  John  Grlfnth,  Hercules 

-  Courtney, 
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Courtney,  John  Cockey,  James  Kelfo,  Richard  Cromell,  James 
Colhourn,  George  Welfh,  Theodore  Barrel,  Thomas  Donnellan^ 
John    Boyd,    Benjamin    Leyy^    Samuel    Hillegas,    and   Wiliiam 

Govett. 

RefoJvedi  That  266.60  dollars  be  advanced  to  John  Griffith,  for 
the  ule  of  the  tick  foldiers  in  Baltimore;   he  to  be  accountable. 

The  ieveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  pollponed  : 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

Saturday,   December  28,    T776. 

Refolvedy  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  prepare  a 
circular  letter  to  the  feveral  United  States,  explaining  the  reafons 
which  induced  Congrels  to  enlarge  the  powers  of  general  Wafhing- 
ton,  and  requefting  them  to  co-operate  with  him,  and  give  him 
all  the  aid  in  their  power  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  R.  H,  Lee,  Mr.  Wilfon,  and  Mr. 
Adams. 

Refolvedy  That  the  five  millions  of  dollars,  which,  by  the  refolu^ 
lion  of  the  2d  of  November  laft,  the  treafury-board  were  ordered 
to  prepare  and  have  ready  for  emiffion,  be  now  emitted  on  the  faith 
of  the  United  States. 

Refolvedi  That  the  council  of  fafety  of  the  Hate  of  Maryland  be* 
and  they  are  hereby  requefted,  to  furnifh  Mr.  John  Griffith  with 
fifty  blankets  for  the  ufe  of  the  fick  foldiers  in  Baltimore,  who 
Hand  in  immediate  need  thereof, 

Refolvedy  That  400  dollars  be  advanced  to  colonel  Carvill  Hall, 
for  the  ufe  of  his  battalion  ;  he  to  be  accountable. 

The  committee  to^whom  the  report  of  the  gentlemen  who  were 
directed  to  repair  to  Ticonderoga,  and  the  papers  therein  mention- 
ed were  referred,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  con- 
fideration;    whereupon, 

Refolvedy  That  in  the  opinion  of  Cpngrefs,  the  northern  army 
may  be  fupplied  more  advantageoufly  and  conveniently,  in  the  pre- 
fent  mode  of  the  coramifTary-generars  governing  himfelf  by  fuch 
regulations  as  have  been,  and  may  be  from  to  time,  ordained  by  the 
general  or  commander  in  chief,  than  by  contraftors: 

That  the  commifTary- general  be  diredled,  without  fail,  to  fupply 
the  northern  army  this  winter  with  vegetables  twice  in  every  week, 
or  more  frequently  if  poffible  ;  and  to  take  effeftual  meafures  that 
they  be  well  fupplied  with  vinegar: 

That  two  large  floating  batteries  be  built  on  lake  Champlain,  to 
cover  the  boom  and  the  bridge;  and  that  general  Schuyler  be  de- 
fired  to  contract  with  builders  for  this  purpofe  in  New- York  or 
Mafiachuffets-Bay,  or  both,  and  that  General  Schuyler  provide 
the  materials  : 

That  the  committee  for  fupplying  cannon  Ke  direded  to  pro- 
cure ten  brafs  6  inch  hpvvitzers,  with  iliells  and  a  proper  attrail, 
for  the  ufe  of  the  northern  army : 

'  '  '  That 
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That  a  fort  be  conftrufted  on  mount  Independence  :  that  the 
navigation  of  the  lake  near  that  place  be  obftrutted  by  caflbons,  to 
be  funk  in  the  water  at  fmall  diftances  from  one  another,  and  join- 
ed together  by  ftring-pieces,  fo  as,  at  the  fame  time,  to  ferve  for 
a  bridge  between  the  fortifications  on  the  eaft  and  well  fide ;  that 
to  prevent  the  enemy  from  drawing  their  fmall  craft  over  land  be- 
yond three  mile  point  into  lake  George,  the  pafiage  of  that  lake  be 
alfo  obftru6led  in  like  manner  by  cafibons  from  ifland  to  ifland  in 
the  narrows,  if  prafticable,  or  by  floating  batteries  ;  that  fort  Stan- 
wix  be  llrengthned,  and  othe^.  fortifications  be  made  at  proper 
places  near  the  Mohawk  river,  and  that  general  Schuyler,  or  the 
commanding  officer  of  the  northernarmy,  execute'thefe  works  this 
winter;  and  that  the  commanding  officers  of  artillery,  chief  en- 
gineer, quarter  mafter  general,  and  commifTary  general,  provide 
and  perform  whatever  things  in  their  refpedtive  departments  are 
necefiary  or  may  contribute  to  the  accomplifhment  thereof: 

That  the  general  court  or  council  of  the  ftate  of  MairachufTetts- 
Bay  be  requefted  to  procure  fuch  a  quantity  of  oakum,  and  any 
other  articles,  as  general  Schuyler,  who  is  defired  to  write  to  them, 
on  the  fubje6t,  fhall  require ;  and  to  forward  the  fame  to  fuch 
places  as  he  fiiall  dired ; 

That  the  board  of  war  be  impowered  and  dire6led  to  write  to 
Philadelphia  for  accoutrements  and  neceffaries  to  fupply  the  fix 
troops  of  light  horfe  ordered  from  Virginia. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poflponed  ; 

Adjourned  to  lo  o'clock  to  morrow  morning* 

Sunday,  December  29,  1776. 

Jlefohsdi  That  the  committee  appointed  to  confider  the  letter 
from  general  Schuyler,  dated  the  lothof  December,  be  directed 
to  fend  a  fultablc  perfon  or  perfons  to  Mr.  Livingfton,  owner  of 
tbe  foundery  in  the  ftatq  of  New-York,  and  to  governor  Trumbull, 
under  vv^hofe  direction  is  the  foundery  at  Salifoury  ;  alfo  to  the  con- 
cil  of  the  flate  of  Mafiachufett's-Bay  to  procure  fuch  cannon  and 
ftores,  as  are  required  by  the  general  in  his  faid  letter;  they  being 
immediately  neceffary  for  the  northern  department. 

Refohedi  That  to  morrow  be  aflTigned  for  appointing  more  gc-» 
neral  officers. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poflponed  • 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrov/. 

Monday,  December  30,   1 7 76. 
A  letter  of  the    21  ft  from  brigadier   general  Lewis  was    read; 
alfo  two  letters  of  the  26th  andv27th  from  Mr.  R.  Morris. 

The  committee  appointed  to  confider  the  letters  from  general 
Schuyler,  relating  to  the  northern  army,  brought  in  a  report; 
whereupon, 

Refehed, 
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Refohedy  That  general  Schuyler,  or  the  commanding  officer  of 
the  northern  army,  be  direfted  to  caufe  an  elaboratory  to  be  ere6led 
at  fuch  place  as  he  ftiall  judge  moll  convenient,  to  fix  all  the  ne- 
ceflary  ammunition  for  the  enfuing  campaign. 

Refohedi  That  fifteen  companies,  confifting  of  a  captain  or 
overfeer  and  thirty  men  each,  be  engaged  upon  fuch  termvS  as  ge- 
neral Schuyler  Ihall  think  juft  and  equitable,  for  the  batteau  fer 
rice;  and  be  occafionally  employed  on  the  high-ways  and  other 
quarter-mafter  general's  department;  and  that  four  companies  of 
carpenters,  to  confift  of  an  overfeer  and  twenty-five  men  each,  be 
engaged  in  like  manner  to  attend  the  northern  army. 

For  the  better  regulating  waggons  in  the  northern  army, 

Refohedy  That  two  w^iggons  be  allowed  to  each  company  on  a 
-march,  and  one  waggon  to  the  colonel,  one  to  the  lieutenant  colo- 
nel and  major,  one  to  the  ftaffof  a  regiment,  and  one  for  the  par- 
ticular ufe  of  the  director  of  the  hofpital.  Each  waggon  to  be 
drawn  by  two  horfes,  (except  that  for  the  colonel,  which  is  to  be 
allowed  four  horfes,)  and  fubjedt  to  fuch  orders  as  fhall  from  time 
to  time  iffiied  by  the  general  or  commanding  officer. 

Refohedy  That  if  any  commiffioned  or  non  commiffioned  officer 
fhall  employ  more  carriages  than  are  mentioned  in  the  foregoing 
refolution,  he  fhall  not  be  allowed  to  make  a  public  charo^e  of  it, 
but  fhall  pay  the  cullomary  price  himfelf :  and  on  his  refufal  or  ne- 
gledl  of  fo  doing,  he  fhall  be  fubjed  to  be  fined  by  a  court-martial 
in  treble  the  fum ;  one  third  part  of  fuch  fine  to  be  for  the  ufe  of 
the  owner  of  the  waggon  or  other  carriage  fo  employed,  and  the 
other  two  thirds  to  the  pay-mafter  for  the  public  ufe;  the  part  ad- 
judged to  the  owner  of  the  carriage  fhall  be  paid  to  him  by  any 
quarter-mafter  on  the  certificate  of  the  prcfident  of  the  court-mar- 
tial, who  fhall  tranfmit  the  whole  fine  to  the  pay-mafler,  in  order 
that  the  fame  may  be  dedu6led  from  the  pay  of  the  delinquent. 

Congrefs  being  informejj  th^t  fome  of  the  prifonera  have  broken 
out  of  jail  and  made  their  efcape; 

Refohedy  That  the  committee  of  obfervation  for  Baltimore  coun- 
ty be  requefted  to  dire6l  immediate  and  ftridl  fearch  for  the  prifo- 
ncrs,  who  laft  night  efcaped  from  the  jail  in  Baltimore  town;  and 
to  offer  a  reward  for  the  apprehending  and  fecuring  the  faid  prifa- 
ners;  and  that  the  faid  committee  make  enquiry  into  the  conduct 
of  the  jailer,  or  any  other  perfon  fufpe6led  of  permitting  or  afiifting 
their  efcape ;  and  that  they  take  fuch  meafures  as  they  fhall  think 
proper  to  bring  the  offenders  to  punifliment. 

Refohedy  That  200  dollars  be  paid  into  the  hands  of  the  com- 
mittee appointed  to  confider  the  letter  from  general  Schuyler  of  the 
lotn  of  December,  for  the  payment  of  the  expences  of  fome  fuita- 
b!e  perfon  or  perfons  to  be  fentby  them  to  Mr.  Livingfton,  gover- 
nor Trumbull,  and  the  council  of  the  ftate  of  Maflachufett's-Bay, 
agreeable  to  a  refolution  paffed  yefterday;  the  faid  committee  to 
hi  accountable.  The 
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The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  circular  letter  to-  the  fe- 
verai  ftates,  reported  a  draught,  which  was  read,  amended  and 
agreed  to ; 

Ordered^  That  copies  be  made,  figned  by  the  prefident,  and 
tranfmicted  to  each  of  the  United  States. 

It  appearing  to  Congrefs  that  it  will  be  extremely  difficult  if  not 
iroprai^icable,  to  fupply  the  army  of  the  United  States  with  bacoHj 
falted  beef,  pork,  foap,  tallow  and  candles,  unlefs  the  exportation 
thereof  be  prohibited;  therefore, 

Refolvedy  That  none  of  the  faid  articles,  except  fuch  as  may  be 
neceifary  for  the  crew  of  any  fhip  or  veifel,  be  exported  from  any 
of  thefe  United  States  after  the  5th  day  of  January  next,  until  the 
firfl  day  of  November  next,  or  until  Congrefs  fhall  take  further 
order  therein.  And  it  is  earneftly  recommended  to  the  executive 
powers  of  the  feveral  United  States  to  fee  that  this  refolution  be 
ftri£lly  complied  with. 

Refolvedy  That  the  board  of  war  be  impowered  to  agree  with  and 
employ,  as  an  afiiiiant  clerk,  Mr.  Nourfe,  late  general  Lee's  fecre- 
tary. 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poflponed; 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  tO'niorrow. 

Tuesday,   December  %!,  i??^* 

Aletter  of  the  27th  from  general  Wafhington,  and  one  of  the 
28th  from  the  committee  of  Congrefs  at  Philadelphia,  with  fundry 
papers  inclofed,  were  read. 

Refohed,  That  Doftor  Mackenzie  be,  and  he  is  hereby  autho- 
rifedjto  purchafe  fuch  medicines  as  is  immediately  wanted  for  the 
fick  foldiers  belonging  to  the  army  of  the  United  States  now  in 
Baltimore,  and  return  an  account  thereof  to  Congrefs. 

Refolved^  That  general  Small  wood  be  diredted  to  exert  his  ut- 
inofl  endeavours,  and  g\\t  the  necefiary  orders  and  inftru(flions  to 
expedite  the  raifmg  the  levies  in  the  Hate  of  Maryland;  and  that 
it  be  earneftly  recommended  to  the  legiflatureand  council  of  fafety, 
the  feveral  committees  of  obfervation,  the  civil,  military  and  mili- 
tia offict-rs  of  faid  ftate,  and  every  friend  of  liberty  and  the  United 
States,  to  give  general  Smallwood  every  afiiftance  in  their  power. 

Rcfohedy  That  300  dollars  be  advanced  to  lieutenant  colonel 
Antill,  of  colonel  Hazen's  battalion,  for  the  ufe  of  the  faid  bat- 
talion; and  that  the  fame  be  charged  to  the  account  of  colonel  Ha- 
zen,  who  is  to  be  accountable. 

Refolvsd,  That  the  requifition  of  general  Schuyler  for  a  fupply 
of  60  tons  of  cannon  powder,  and  34  tons  of  muflcet  powder,  for 
the  ufe  of  the  northern  army,  be  referred  to  general  Wafhington  ; 
and  that  he  be  dire6led  to  furnifh  that  army  with  fuch  quantities  of 
that  article  as  can  be  fpared. 

Refolved^  That  the  board  of  war  be  direded  to  inform  general 

Wafhington 


December,   1776; 
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Washington  of  the  quantities  of  gun-powder  belonging  to  the  Con- 
grefs  on  hand  in  the  different  parts  of  America,  as  far  as  may  have 
come  to  their  knowledge. 

A  memorial  from  lieutenant  colonel  Antil  was  pr^fented  to  Con- 
grefs  and  read  ; 

Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter  from  William  Kennon,  of  North-Carolina,  td  general 
Lee,  was  read; 

Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Hooper,  Mr,  Heyward,  and  Mr 
Harrifon. 

Rejolvedy  That  any  reftridlions  heretofore  impofed  upon  the  ex- 
portation of  ftaves  and  other  lumber,  except  to  Great  Britain, 
Ireland,  and  the  Britilh  iflands,  or  any  place  under  the  dominion 
of  Great  Britain,  ceafe. 

Refolved,  That  a  letter  be  written  to  general  Wafhington,  deii- 
ring  him  to  order  the  clothier  general  to  fend  agents  into  each  ftate 
to  buy  up  linens  and  other  cloathing  proper  for  the  foldiery  ;  and 
that  he  give  limilar  orders  to  the  quarter-mallcr  general  to  purfue 
the  fame  mode  for  procuring  a  fufficient  quantity  of  tent  cloth;  and 
that  they  be  feverally  directed  to  apply  to  the  ftates  to  afford  all 
neceffary  affiilance  therein.  And  whereas  great  expence  hath  here- 
tofore arifen  from  public  agents  trading  againft  each  other;  the  ge- 
neral is  defired  to  caution  the  clothier  general  and  quarter-mailer, 
general  that  their  agents  aforefaid  fall  not  into  the  above  miftake  in 
time  to  come. 

A  memorial  from  John  Matthewfon  and  others  was  read;  alfo  a 
letter  from  Mr.  Hughes: 

Ordered^  That  they  be  referred  to  the  marine  committee. 

An  appeal  being  lodged  againft  the  judgement  of  the  court  of  ad- 
miralty for  the  ftate  of  Rhode- Ifland  and  Providence  Plantations, 
on  the  libel  Efek  Hopkins  v.  Richard  Derby  : 

Ordered^  That  it  be  received,  that  it  may  be  profecuted  before 
the  committee  on  appeals,  ^ 

The  feveral  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  poftponedj 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to  morrow-morning. 

End    of  Volume    II. 
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Burbeck,  lieutenant,  difmiffed,  19Q 

Butler,  Thomas,  promoted,  lOi 

Butler,  Richard^  his  cafe  confidered,  175 

Butler,  Zebulon,  to  fupply  the  troops  of  Weftmoreland,  329 

Campbell,  Duncan,  his  parole  taken,  35 

permitted  to  go  to  Philadelphia,  93 

Canada,  the  defence  of  it  provided  for,  -  '5?  19 

pay  of  the  troops  going  there,  20 

troops  fupplied  with  neceffaries  ^nd  encouraged  with  a 

bounty,  31 

hard  money  collefted  to  be  fent  there,  32 

various  refolve?  refpefting  the  ei^pedition,  but  not  to  be 

drawn  into  a  precedent,  33 

Canadian  regiment  to  be  on  continental  eftabliflim'ent,  67 

Canada,  provifion  made  for  the  troops,  and  hard  money  fent,      86 

commiffioners,  their  inftru6tions,  .  97 

may  raife  independent  companies,         108 

to  fettleaccountswithPriceSc  Haywood,  143 

diretled  to  addrefs  the  people  of  Canada,  1 45 

rcfolves  refpefting  the  troops  there,  182,  188 

expedition  confidered  and  fuppprted,  I45,  146 

reinforced  with  militia,  197 

rcfolves  concerning  it,  216 

commiffioners,  their  pay,  227 

caufes  of  the  mifcarriages  there,  289 

commiffioners  report  fundry  accounts,  ,  305 

priloners  not  taken  in  arms  to  be  releafed,  409 

this  refolve  re-confidered,  427 

Gannon  committee  appointed,  24 
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Cannon  committee  to  contraA  for  brafs,  ^^gff  6c 

Cannon,  a  number  ordered,  ^O 

committee  to  provide  howitz  and  iTiells,  i^a 

taken  at  Providence,  fubjed  to  general  Wafhington,     142 

from  Ticonderoga  lent  to  Bofton,  162 

at  Rhode-Ifland  ordered  to  Philadelphia,     162, 194,215 

caft  for  the  northern  army,  ^22 

ordered  for  the  army,  46c 

to  be  caft  at  Salifbury  vvorks,  478 

Captains  of  veflels  not  to  rank  from  their  nomination,  1*8 

in  the  navy,  their  rank  afcertaincd,  406 

Cape-Fear  fortified,  4^5 

Capitulation  of  Sherbourne  and  Butterfield  enquired  into,         47^ 

Carpenters,  their  application  to  Congrefs,  62 

two  companies  to  be  raifed,  176 

Cavalry  raifed,  cqc 

Cayafhuta,  an  indian  chief,  honoured  by  Congrefs,  40 

his  friendly  conduft,  292 

Charleflown  threatened  with  an  invafion,  2 

bravely  defended,  276 

Chambers,  James,  promoted,  g^ 

Champlain  lake,  floating  batteries  built  there,  509 

Chaplains  in  the  army,  their  pay,  250 

Cherokee  indians,  troublefome  in  Carolina,  289 

Church,  Dr.  his  petition  granted,  29 

releafed,  lyj 

Chapman,  John,  an  order  on  the  treafury  in  his  favour,  rg 

Chriftian,  Will,  appointed  colonejj  05 

Claims  of  Canadians  confidered,  ^34,  3^7 

Clinton,  James,  appointed  brigadier  general,  201 

Cloathing  for  the  army,  means  of  procuring  it,        224,  387,  ci* 

Clark,  Abraham,  delegate  from  New-Jerfey,  236 

Cof&n  and  Paddock,  their  petition  difmifTed,  ^ 

Commerce,  regulations  of,  X2l 

Committee  of  claims  report  fundry  accounts,  3,  3,  7,  10,  12,  16,20, 

-     21,  24.30,  32,  35,  36,  40,  43,  S  I,  53,  62,  64,  68,  70,  73,  84,88, 

90, 91,  102,   104,    106,  113,  117,  121,   123,  T 2 5,  126,  131,   132, 

i37»  ^3^'  ^39'  HI'  i44>h6,i49'^5o>i53>i54'  '56,  157,158^ 
163,  164,  169,  170,  182,  189,  193,  197,  202.  214,  223,  225, 
228,232,234,236,262,278,281,285. 

a  refolve  refpefting  it,  8 1 

difmifTed,  and  their  duty  transferr'd  to  the  treafury,     291 

Committees,  to  account  for  monies  advanced  them,  1 1 

appointed  to  go  to  Canada,  64 

on  the  treafury,  their  duty  afcertained,  66 

of  ways  and  means,  90 

on  the  ftate  of  the  fouthern  department,  their  report 

and  refolves  thereupon,  109 

on  indian  affairs,  154 
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Committee  of  conference  with  lord  Howe,  P^g^  345 

make  report,  359 

to  examine  the  ftate  of  the  army  near  New-York,     382 
to  fettle  accounts  of  the  Pennfylvania  militia,  386 

for  fupplying  the  northern  army,  3g8 

of  intelligence,  421 

may  employ  expreffes,  483 

for  inquiring  into  the  lofs  of  certain  difpatches,      434 
their  report,  438 

for  reinforcing  general  Wafhington,  47^ 

of  Congrels  at  Philadelphia,  their  powers,  501 

Commllllons  to  privateers  a  form  of,  116 

blank  fent  to  governor  Trumbull,  216 

blank  fent  to  general  Wafhington,  471 

Commiffary  general,  his  department  regulated,  187 

to  victual  the  (hips  at  Portfmouth,  191 

to  make  weekly  returns  to  Congrefs,  ^95>  4^^ 

his  powers  revived,  351 

Commiflaries  of  prifoners  to  be  appointed  by  the  Hates.  401 

of  cloathing,  405 

Commiflioners  to  fettle  accounts  at  New- York,  276 

to  fettle  accounts  of  the  northern  department,     286 
their  inftru^lions,  313,443,469 

for  fettling  accounts  in  Virginia,  447 

Compenfation  for  damage  done  by  the  armies  not  to  be  made,  unlefs 
by  a  general  provifion,  .  384 

Confifcation  of  Britifh  property  taken  on  the  feas,      iq6,  118,  283 
Confederation  confidered  in  Congrefs,  207,208 

Congress,  their juftice  and  moderation  to  the  difaffe£led,  4 

recommend  the  fuppreilion  of  toryifm,  ,5 

direct  an  importation  of  goods  for  the  army,  6 

their  refolves  refpefting  the  northern  army,  14,  517 
honour  the  memory  of  general  Montgomery,  38 

order  an  importation  of  goods  for  the  Indians,  41 

commend  the  adlivlty  of  general  Wafhington  and,  the 
eaftern  dates  in  raifmg  troops  for  Canada,  42 

attend  an  oration  in  honour  of  general  Montgomery,  69 
honour  gen.Wafhington  on  the  recovery  of  Bofton,io8 
attend  the  funeral  of  Mr.  Ward,  1 10 

referve  the  power  of  making  promotions,  166 

recommend  it  to  the  dates  to  form  governments,  166,  174 
promife  to  fupport  general  Lee,  1 77 

their  refolves  refpe6\ing  Canada  and  the  general  condiid 
of  the  war,  ,  216 

eflablilh  rules  for  their  own  government,  272 

addrefs  the  hefTian  troops,  310 

anfwer  a  meflage  from  lord  Howe,  343 

augment  the  army  on  a  new  eftabl\{hraent,  357 

give  notice  of  the  motions  of  the  enemy's  lieet,  457 
to  meet  at  loo'clock,  49^ 
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Congress  addrefs  the  people  of  America,  Page  496 

require  particular  accounts  of  the  enemy's  motions,  496 

remove,  to  Baltimore,  500 

addrefs  the  ftates  refpe6ting  the  extraordinary  powers 

delegated  to  general  Wafliington,  ^09 

Cooper,  John,  Efq ;  delegate  from  Jerfey,  69 

Copper  and  brafs  to  be  collefted  in  Virginia,  485 

Cook,  governor,  to  purchafe  a  prize  cargo,  428 

Cofneau,  Ifaac,  appointed  captain  of  a  frigate,  138 

Currency, continental  depreciators  of  it  noticed,  21,  108 

Dallam,  Richard,  deputy  pay-mafter  gen.  to  th^  flying  camp,  271 

I)awion,  Samuel,  his  rank  and  pay,  268 

Dartmouth  college  fupported,  365 

jDayton,  Elias,  appointed  colonel,  56 

furniihed  with  arms,  6'^ 

Decature,  Stephen,  obtains  leave  to  export  produce,  87 

Declaration  of  Qongrefs  on  fittiug  out  armed  veffels,  106,283 

Declaration  of  Independence,  241 

Declaration  of  lord  Howe,  ordered  to  be  publiihed,  275 

Delaplace,  captain,  his  cafe  confidered  172 

Delaware  ftate,  diilurbances  there,  210 

Delaware  river  fortified,  212 

Delegates  from  Connecticut,  24 

from  Maflachufetts,  46 

their  credentials,  56 

from  Maryland,  273,  464 

from  Pennfylvania,                                      ■.  277 

from  Virginia,  332 

from  Dele  ware  flate,  485 

from  New-Jerfey,                             "  4S6 

from  Georgia,  roo 

De  Haas,  John,  appointed  colonel,  35 

De  Hurt,  John,  delegate  from  New-Jerfey,  69 

Departments  middle  and  fouthern  formed,  77 

Deputy's  officers  to  make  monthly  returns,  '        201 

Deferters  from  the  peunfylvania  battalions,  392 

Difcipline  in  the  army  recommended,  363 

Dod,  Timothy,  loofe«  his  difpatches  to  Congrefs,  434 

fent  to  jail,  43^ 

releafed,  449 

Douglas,  commodore,  ordered  to  the  lakes,  -          up 

Dubois,  major,  noticed  by  Congrefs,  227 

promoted,  239 

Duche,  reverend  Mr.  appointed  chaplain  to  Congrefsj  255; 

his  refignation,  '        42 1 

gives  his  pay  to  a  charitable  ufe,  436 

Dunlap,  James,  appointed  major,  20 

pugan,  Monfieur,  his  fervices  acknowledged,           ^  67 

and  rewarded,  iji 
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JDurbam>  Lewis,  appointed  furgeon,  *'^g^  7 2 

Durkee,  lieutenant  colonel  promoted,  305 

Dyer,  Thomas,  appointed  major,  318 

£afton,  colonel,  honoured  by  Congrefs,  18 

his  petition  confidered,  15^' 

his  rank  and  pay,  294 

Eden,  governor,  ordered  to  be  feized  with  his  papers,  136 

EUery,  William,  Efq;  delegate  from  Rhode- Ifland,  17I' 

Eleftion  to  offices  of" profit,  how  condudled,  20I 

Engineers  affiftgnt,  their  pay,  26,  176 

Engroffers  of  neceflaries  for  the  army  how  dealt  with,  439>  475 

Exprefies  between  New-York  and  Philadelphia,  250 

Eppes,  Francis,  Efq,  promoted,  95 

Eafts  general  ordered,  93>497 

Fifhbourn,  Benjamin,  appointed  pay-mafter,  396 

Field  officers  feveral  appointed,  10,60,85,161 

Finney,  William,  appointed  deputy  quarter-mafter,  1 11 

Flower.  Benjamin,  appointed  commiffary  of  military  ftores,      269 

Flying  camp  eAablifhed,  198 

to  be  commanded  as  the  general^fhall  direct,  201 

augmented,  278 

Ford,  Jscob,  employed  in  making  gun  powder,  172 

Foreigners  encouraged  to  leave  the  britifh  fervice,  3 10,  330 

Fortney,  Henry,  appointed  lieutenant,  271 

Franks  David  commifTary  for  Britifh  prifoners,  52,  180 

obtains  leave  to  go  to  New- York,  431 

Franklin,  governor,  made  prifoner,  223,228 

propofed  to  be  exchanged,  474 

this  propofal  re-confidered,  487 

Frazer,  Alexander,  and  others  obtain   a  fafc  conduct  for  them  to 

Providence,  4^-* 

Frazer,  Percifer,  appointed  major,  397 

Fruncheffin,  monfieur,  appointed  lieutenant  colonel,  277 

Fry,  Jofeph,  appointed  brigadier  general,  79 

his  refignation,  I44 

Gadfden,  Chriftopher,  appointed  brigadier  general,  356 

Gallies,  to  be  built  on  the  Delaware,  134 

in  Virginia,  1 7^ 

Gamble,  captain,  imprifoned  for  ill  behaviour,  270 

Gates,  Horatio,  Efq,  appointed  major  general,  175 

to  command  in  Canada,  217 

but  not  to  fupercede  general  Schuyler,  252 

Georgia,  exertions  for  its  defence,  250 

German  battalions  to  be  raifed,  I9^>^35 

officers  appointed,  253,  271*  274 

rank  of  the  officers,  274,  390 

Gibfon,  John,  Efq;  appointed  auditor  general,  \  24 
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Gibfotl,  John,  Efq;  his  account  of  difburfements.  Page  424 

Gold  and  filver  for  the  fervice  in  Canada,  86 

Gordon,  captain,  allowed  to  vifit  general  Prefcott,  61 

Govet,  William,  clerk  in  the  auditor  general's  office,  291 

Govert,  monfieur,  captain -lieutenant  in  the  artillery,  361 

Green,  John,  Efq;  appointed  major,  95 

Green,  John,  Efq;  appointed  major,  308 

Green,  Nathaniel,  Efq;  appointed  major-general,  303 

Greenway,  Jofeph,  appointed  lieutenant  in  the  Delaware,  331 

Griffin,  Samuel,  appointed  deputy  adjutant-general,  275 

Griffith,  David,  appointed  chaplain  and  furgeon,  281 

Gwinnet,  Button,  Efq;  delegate  from  Georgia,  1^8 

Halfey,  lieutenant,  his  condudl  inquired  into,  17,  348 

Halfted,  John,  commiffary  for  the  troops  in  Canada,  67 

Hallock,  William,  captain  of  the  Hornet,  140 

Hallv  Lyman,  delegate  from  Georgia,  178 

Hainan,  Ibbetfon,  his  petition  granted;,  27 

Hancock  Ebenezer,  deputy  pay-mafter  general,  208 

frigate  expedited  for  fea,  419 

Hancock  and  Adams  fhip,  her  cargo  difpofed  of,  461 

Hand,  Edward,  promoted,  84 

Hartley,  Thomas,  appointed  lieutenant-colonelj  20 

Harrifon,  Benjamin,  pay-mafter  to  the  Virginia  troops*  64. 

Hervey,  John,  appointed  indian  commiffioner,  )68 

Hard  money  imported  for  the  Canada  expedition,  177 

Harrifon,  Robert  Hanfon,  his  rank,  201 

Hart,  John,  Efq;  delegate  from  Jerfey,  236 

Harrifon,  Benjamin,  Efq;  delegate  from  Virginiaj  442 

Haflet,  John,  appointed  colonel,  30 

Hazen,  captain,  his  loffes  inquired  into,  33,  89 

appointed  colonel,  35 

his  condu6t  enquired  into,  290 

his  conduft  approved,  145 

his  accounts  adjufted^  43^9  3^9 

Heath,  William,  Efq;  appointed  major-general,     ^  303 

Hepburn,  Stacey,  refolves  on  his  petition,  89 

Heffians  encouraged  to  leave  the  Britifh  fervice,  310,  330 

Hides  and  tallow  to  be  preferved  for  public  ufe,  47 1 

Hillegas,  Michael,  Efq;  to  pay  the  money  figners,  233 

Holland  Thomas,  appointed  lieutenant,  T48 

Hopkins,  commodore, to  fend  a  lift  of  ftores  taken  at  Providence,  138 

his  conduct  inquired  into,  163,  263 

&other3fummonedtoanfwercomplaints,2i2 

cenfured  by  Congrefs,  3^3>  3^4 

Hopkins  Stephen,  Efq;  delegate  from  Rhode- Ifland,  171 

Hopklnfon  Francis,  Efq;  delegate  from  New- Jerfey,  236 

appointed  one  of  the  commiffioners  of  the  navy,     462 

^eyward  Thomas,  Efq:  delegate  from  South-Carolina,  147 

3  u 


INDEX. 

Horfes  allowed  to  aids-de  camp  travelling,  &c.  P^g*  9* 

to  general  officers,  92 

Horfe,  volunteers,  allowed  forage  and  rations,  176 

Hoftages,  allowance  for  their  fupport,  129 

Hofpital  eftablifhed  in  Virgiuia,  "i^dj  177 
Hcfpital,  general,   regulations  of,                                 270,  405,  466 

Hofpital,  Pennfylvania,  borrowed  for  the  fick  foldiers,  489 

Hoofnagle,  Michael,  appointed  adjutant,  346 

Hudfon's  river  obftrutted,  18 

•  Howe,  Robert,  Efq;  appointed  brigadier  general,  80 

Hugonence,  John,  obtains  leave  to  export,  87 

Hunter,  James,  promoted,  131 

Hughes,  James,  his  cafe,  13^ 

Hufton,  Dr.  his  pay  flopped,  235 

Humpton,  Richard,  his  rank  and  pay,  268 

Hubley,  Bernard,  appointed  lieutenant,  312 

Jenkins,  William,  his  refignation,  345 

Jewell,  Robert,  appointed  keeper  of  the  ftate  prifon,  276 

Indians,  goods  imported  for  them,  41 

refoives  refpedling  them  and  their  trade,  42 

endeavours  to  civilize  them,  49 

not  to  be  employed  as  foldiers  without  the  confent  of  the 

tribes  to  which  they  belong,  86 

affairs,  refoives  refpefting  them,  126 

traders  to  be  licenfed,  154 

means  of  fupplying  them  with  neceffarieSf  160 

•    treaties  to  be  held  with  them,  168 

deputies  attend  Congrefs,                "  192 

a  fpeech  made  to  them,  206 

ehief  gives  a  name  to  the  prelident,  207 

coramiffioners,  their  pay,  249 

affairs,  318,  351,  364 

commiffioners,  their  accounts  reported,  488 

deputies  admitted  to  Congrefs,  489 

a  fpeech  made  to  them,  491 

Independence  firfl  moved  in  Congrefs,  204 

refolvedupon,  206,  239 

declared,  241 

Inliflment  of  apprentices  prohibited,  45 

of  perfons  under  age,  how  difcharged,  48 

conditions  of,  in  the  eaftern  troops,  175 

for  three  years  or  during  the  war,  45  3 »  47*-^ 

Independent  companies  to  be  raifed,  416 

Innes,  James,  appointed  major,  308 

Inftru<Stions  to  the  Canada  commiffioners,                    ♦  97 

commanders  of  privateers,  119 

commiffioners  of  the  northern  army,  443 

commiffioners  for  adjufting  the  accounts  of  the 

army,  4^9^ 
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Jofiah,  lieutenant,  cruelly  treated  by  the  enemyj  299 

Journals  of  Congrefs  to  be  re-printed,  391 

Irvine,  William,  appointed  colonel,  20 

Jire6led  to  purchafe  arms,  66 

Juge,  Mr.  permitted  to  export,  40 

Irvine,  colonel,  refolves  refpefting  his  battalion,  ^33 

Kearney,  Michael,  reimburfed  the  valae  of  his  boat,  126 

Kepple  and  Steiumetz,  their  memorial  rejedled,  48 

Kermovan,  monf.  employed  in  fortifying  the  Delaware,  237 

appointed  engineer,  and  his  pay  afcertained,  268 

Kirkland,  Mofes,  makes  his  efcape,  163 

means  for  re-taking  him,  167 

Knolton,  major,  promoted,  305 

Knox,  Henry,  to  purchafe  copper,  324 

appointed  brigadier  general,  504 

Kofciufzko,  Thaddeus,  appointed  engineer,  423 

i,abal,  Tgnace,  his  petition  confidered,  178 

Lamb,  captain,  honoured  and  promoted,  17 
X.ands  to  be  given  to  officers  and  foldier^  inlifling  during  the  war, 

3S7»36i 

not  aflignabl,e,  365 

reconfidered,                                               .  454 

Maryland  offers  money  in  lieu,  437 

offered  to  deferters  from  the  Britilh  array,  33O 

Langdan,  John,  appointed  agent  of  prizes,  230 

Lawrence,  Will,  appointed  pay  mailer,  309 

Lawfon,  Robert,  appointed  lieutenant-colonel,  308 

Lead  mine  in  New-York  government,  65 

Lee,  general,  reinforced,  5*^ 

to  command  the  troops  in  Canada,  and  be   fupplied  by  the 

convention  of  New- York,  67 

Congrefs  engage  to  fupport  him,  177 

honoured  by  Congrefs,  276 

attends  Congrefs,  401 

money  advanced  him,  402 

his  treatment  as  a  prifoner  inquired  into,  and  money  fent  for 

his  ufe,  503 

Letters  of  governor  Franklin  and  C.  Skinner,  intercepted,  16 

to  and  from  foldiers  in  a6lual  fervice  franked,  17 

to  generals  free  of  poftage,  141 

not  to  be  ftopped,  except,  &c.  138 

from  lord  Howe  to  the  governors  publilhed,  275 

of  the  board  of  war,  poll  free,  348 

to  Congrefs  loll  by  the  exprefs,  434 

Lewis  Andrew,  Efq;  appointed  brigadier  general,  So 

Livingfton,  William,  delegate  from  New-Jerfey,  69 

Livingfton,  Ab.  his  refignation,  167 

X-iivingfton  deputy. commiffary,  hisj  refignation,.  355 
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LiRkinfdorf  Lewis,  appointed  adjutant,  j02 

Loan-office  continental  eftabliflied,  j^B 

certificates,  penalty  on  counterfeiting,  401 

certificates,  their  denominations,  460 

Lottery,  continental  refolved  on,  440.  fcheme  of  it,  462,  pay   of 

the  managers,  465.  managers  appointed,  468.  mode  of  drawing, 

.481.  farther  regulations  of  it,  482 

Lowry,  Thomas,  dire6led  to  fend  pork  to  Canada,  142 

Lovell,  James,  his  fufTerings  and  fpirited  condu(9:,  11 

ordered  to  be  exchanged,  -  284, 

Ludwig,  Charles,  appointed  furgeon,  461 

Lynch,  Thomas,  Eiq;  delegate  from  SouthrCarolina,  147 

Macpherfon,  John,  appointed  major,  18 

Macdonnough,  Thomas,  promoted,  104 

Macknight,  James,  his  prize,  how  to  be  difpofcd  pf^  121 

his  cafe  confidered,  182,186 

Macmurray,  William,  appointed  lieutenant,  271,343 

Macdougal,  Alexander,  appointed  brigadier-general,  303 

M^cintofn,  Lachlan,  brigadier- general,  356 

Macumber,enfign,his  acquittal  by  a  court-martial  enquired  into, 394 
Macdonald,  Mr.  to  be  exchanged  for  a  brigadier  general  only,  394 
Mackenzie,  Dr.  ordered  to  purchafe  medicines,  512 

Magaw,  Robert,  appointed  colonel,  -  6 

Magazines  of  provifions,  &c.  eftablifhed,  508,  501 

Marine  committee  to  have  the  direction  of  the  fleet,  39.  to  purchafe 
an  armed  vefTel,  91.  to  purchafe  the  fhip  Molly,  1 1 1.  to  fit  out 
two  armed  cutters,  118.  to  build  two  gallies,  134.  recommend 
officers  for  the  fhips  of  war,  203,  2 14.  recommend  officers  of 
marines,  230.  to  purchafe  the  brig  Catharine,  232.  to  order  the 
cruifes  of  the  veffels  of  war,  297.  to  purchafe  naval  ftores,  and  re- 
port plans  of  fhips  to  increafe  the  navy,  326.  to  import  as  much 
fait  as  poffible,  392.  to  negociate  the  difiribution  of  prizes,  420. 
to  direct  the  defence  of  the  river  Delaware,  457-  return  money 
advanced  to  them,  495.  to  employ  cruizers  of  the  capes,  to  give 
notice  to  inward  bound  veffels,  499 

Marines,  their  rank  and  privileges,  438 

Manly,  William,  appointed  captain  of  a  frigate,  138 

Martler's  rock,  fortifications  there,  64 

Marmajou,  monfieur,  permitted  to  export,  78 

Marfhali,  Thomas,  appointed  lieutenant  colonel,  308 

Miiryland  offers  money  in  lieu  of  land  to  foldiers,  &c.  437 

Maryland  militia  to  have  rations  in  lieu  of  mileage,  with  fundry 
refolves  refpe6ling  them,  487,  489 

Machenry,  doctor,  honoured  by  Congrefs,  328 

Maffenback,  monfieur,  appointed  engineer,  113 

Maffachufetts  Bay,  troops  to  be  railed  there,  173 

offering  larger  bounties  than  thofe  propofedby  Con- 
grefs, difapproved,  453 
Matthews  captain,  his  draft  on  the  treafury  of  Virginia,  24 
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Matroffes  raifed  for  tl*e  Canada  expedition,  35  . 

Maxwel,  colone],  fiipplied  with  military  iloresr  34,  46,  63 

urged  to  complete  his  battalion,  38 

appointed  brigadier  general,  42S 

Meafam,  George, his  pay  334 

appointed  commiflary  of  eloathing,  418 

Meafe,  James,  commiflary  to  the Pennfylvania battalions,  39 

to  furnirn  the  barracks  with  necefiaries,  ^g 

.   urged  to  exert  himfelf  in  providing  for  the  army,  476 

to  iettle  with  the  Maryland  militia,  487 

to  fettle  with  colonel  Hay's  battalion,  493 

Medal,  a  gold  one  ordered  in  honour  of  general  Wafhington,   109 

Melchior,  Ifaac,  iniuits  the  prefident  of  Congrefs,  84 

makes  concellions,  8^ 

Mercer,  Hugh,  Efq;  appointed  brigadier  general,  202 

Meafe,  James,  to  purchafe  goods  from  H.  Levy,  4861 

this  refolve  reconfidered,  492- 

Mifflin,  Thomas,  Efq;  appointed  brigadier  general,  17^ 

to  refume  the  office  of  qua rtei?- mailer  general,  39^ 

diredled  to  remain  at  Philadelphia,  474, 

fent  through  the  counties  to  rouze  the  people,  495 

Mifflin,  John,  appointed  regimental  pay-mafter  341 

Middleton,  Aurther,  Efq;  delegate  from  South-Carolina,  147 

Mileage  allowed  to  foldiers  travelling,  415 

Militia  at  the  fort  on  Hudfon's  river  difcharged,  17 

of  New-Jerfey,  New-York  and  Connecticut,  difcharged  129 

130 

to  reinlbrce  the  troops  in  Canada  and  New-York,  197.  198 

in  fervice,  regularly  paid  and  vi6:ual]ed,  20 1 

officers  allowed  rations  on  their  march,  354 

how  to  be  paid  off,  386 

reinforcing  general  Wafhington,  how  paid,  502 

money  advanced  on  their  account,  how  certified,  503 

of  Virginia  encouraged,  306 

Military  (lores  in  Philadelphia  left  in  gen.  Putnam's  charge,     499 

Money  advanced  to  the  pay-mafter  general,  17,45,52,53,96,  166, 

223,  291,  322,  333,  349,  412.  to  Willing,  and  Morris,  26.  to 

Thomas  Lowrey,  19,  63,  105,  142,  457.  to  South-Carolina,  30, 

226,479.  to  Pennfylvania,  21,  32,    102,  235,  237,  326,  393, 

461,  471,  490,  498,  504.  to  Delaware  ftate,  36,  59,  104,  304. 

to  colonel,   Plazen,  37,  430,  431.  to  colonel  Antill,    37,   486, 

496,512,  to  James  Meafe,  42,  52,  59,  66,  78,  88,95,  ^'^'  *2o, 

132,   156,  189,  252,  262,  292,  299,  312,  325,  339, 350,  395, 

434,468,  491,  493,  501.  to  North-Carolina,  39,  423,  465.  to 

commiilioneis  for    indian  affairs,  40,    160,  364,  484.  to  Mafia- 

chufetts-Bay,  43,  184,  192,  471.  to  the  marine  committee,  45, 

52,  331,499.  to  Virginia,  47,61,  109,  149,190,277,427.  to 

the  ilatesraifing  recruits  for  the  Canada  expedition,  33,  34.  to  the 

com'^iittee  of  Trenton,  38.  to  New-York,  55,  68,  124,  125,  381. 

to  colonel  Bull,  59,  to  Samuel  Fairlamb,  61,  90,  112,  144.  to 
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New-Jerfey,  4,  38,  63.  to  Carpenter  Wharton,  75,  129,  206, 
269, 493.  to  Maryland,  76,235,  254,260,317,323,  355,473- 
to  the  commiffioners  for  procuring  muilcets,  &c.  86.  to  Connec- 
ticut, 84,  130,  184,216,  496.  to  the  commiffioners  forpurchaf- 
ing  ihoes,  &c.  88,  146.  to  general  Schuyler,  96,  145.  to  col. 
Magaw,  102.  to  Mr.  Charles  Stewart,  103.  to  Baron  Woedtke, 
104.  to  monf.  Regonville,  28.  to  Mr.  Cole,  in  fpecie,  106.  to 
Monf.  St.  Aulaire,  121.  to  the  Canada  commiffioners,  108.  to 
Mr.  Walker,  108.  to  William  Barrel,  1 1 1.  to  Jeremiah  Dugan, 
III.  to  captain  Arundel,  113,  114.  to  captain  Romans,  114.  to 
monf.  Belletre,  1 16.  to  meffieurs  Price  and  Haywood,  117,  304. 
tp  monf.  la  Fontaine,  121.  to  colonel  Price,  13!,  136,  137,501. 
to  Robert  Morris,  146.  to  Jonathan  Trumbull,  146,  294,  313, 
339,  418,  423,  439,  472,  477,  505.  to  Ephraim  Blaine,  148,197, 
274,  43 1,  to  colonel  Eafton,  151,  293.  to  Mr.  Edy,  152.  to  Mr. 
George  Evans,  155,212,  254.  to  colonel  Haflet,  157,30'3.  to 
colonel  Hand,  158,  208,  to  Mr.  Giafon,  i6i.to  the  cannon  com- 
mittee, 173,  362,  450,491.  to  New-Hampffiire,  185,  300.  to 
general  Mifflin,  195,  505.  to  Ebenezer  Hancock,  208.314.  to 
James  Grier,  21  i.  to  Charleo  Thomfon,  Efq;  213.  to  captain 
Matthew  Smith,  328.  to  John  Walker,  Efq;  249,  357.  to  Geor- 
gia, 253,  302,331,440,495.  to  colonel  Stevenfon,  254.  to 
the  fecret  comniittee,  254.  to  Clement  Biddle,  with  inftrudions, 
264.  to  David  Franks,  274,  346.  to  James  Wilfon,  Efq;  277. 
to  colonel  M'Cay,  278.  351.  to  meff,  Hughes's,  279.  394.  to 
captain  Robert  Johnfon,  283.  to  Dr.  William  Shippen,287.  to 
Richard  Dallum,  291,  333,  345,418,423,449,472,  475,  498. 
toLudwic  Kcrcher,  294,309.  to  Thaddeus  ^turges,  295.  to 
Francis  Lewis,  Efq;  297,  to  the  committee  of  Lancafter,  299. 
339,400.  to  Jonathan  Meredith,  300.  to  melf.  Simon  and  Camp- 
pell,  309.  to  the  auditor-general,  312.  to  John  David  Whelper, 
314.  to  Abiel  Leonard,  314.  to  commiffioners  for  fettling  the 
northern  accounts,  319.  to  Alexander  Todd,  and  to  Mark  Bird, 
323.  to  Mr.  Philip  Schuyler,  326.  to  the  medical  committee, 
331.  to  Rhode-Ifland,  339.  to  George  Morgan,  Efq;  344.  to 
Zebnlon  Butler,  350.  438.  to  Robert  Erwine,  361.  415.  474. 
481.  on  account  of  General  Arnold,  362.  to  Eleazer  Wheelock, 
365.  to  the  quarter-mafter  general,  369.  to  general  Lee,  402, 
4.46.  to  Sion  Martindale,  410.  to  commiffioners  for  building 
wharfs,  &c.  431.433.  to  Richard  Peters,  Efq;  43c,  461.  to 
colonel  Buckner,  434.  to  colonel  Scot,  436.  to  colonel  Hauf- 
feger,  436,456,  474,  493.  to  meff.  Evans  and  Stretch,  436.  to 
colonel  Lawfon,  446.  to  captains  Holland,  Harris,  and  Smith, 
448.  to  captain  Long,  470.  to  colonel  Whitely,  478.  to  colonel 
Lambert  Cadwal)ader,  478,  484.  to  colonel  Penrofe,  478.  to 
captain  Doyle,  484.  to  Robert  Jewell,  484.  to  colonel  Symmes, 
486.  to  Gunning  Bedford,  489.  to  major  Ottcndorf,  493.  to 
Mr.  Govett,  494.  to  Robert  Patton,  495.  to  captain  Nelfon,  44. 
to  Dr.  Way,  and  to  Mr.  Sproat,  498.  to  John  Boyd,  and  to 
colonel  Richardfon,  502.  to  James  Nourfe,  506.  to  Mr.  John 
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Griffith,  509.  to  colonel  Hall,  509.  on  account  of  B.  Hamfon, 

238  to  commiffioners  for  employing  Salifbury  works,  512 

Money^flruck  for  exchanging  ragged  bills,  1 1 

new  ^millions  of,  66,164,308 

denominations  of  the  bills,  71,  185 

figner§  appointed,  87,  508 

Monopolizers  noticed,  439,  475 

Montgomery,  general,  killed  at  Quebec,  28 

Congrefs  order  a  funeral  oration  on  him,  5^ 

a  monument  ordered  for  him,  38 

Montgomery,  John,  appointed  indian  coramiffioner,  247 

Montgomery,  captain  with  his  crew,  form  an  artillery  company  484 

Montgomery  fort  garrifoned,  383 

Moore,  James,  Efq;  brigadier  general,  80 

Morgan,  John,  appointed  firft  lieutenant,  23 

Morgan,  George,  Efq;  agent  for  indian  affairs,  J27 

directed  to  purchafe  goods  at  Pittfburg,  167 

to  draw  on  the  indian  commiffioners,  17^ 

"Morgan,  Dr.  and  Dr.  Stringer,  their  departments  afcertained,  320 

his  department  farther  afcertained,  479 

MorrisjRobert ,  Efq;  to  purchafe  bills  of  exchange,  136.  makes  report, 

146.  to  borrow  money  for  the  marine  department,  499 

Moultrie,  William,  honoured  by  Congrefs,  276 

appointed  brigadier  general,  356 

Moylan,  Stephen,  Efq;  appointed  quarter-mafter  general,         201 

his  refi'gnation,  39c 

Myle,  Jacob,  quarter-mafter,  and  Eberheart,  Michael,  pay-maftcr 

to  the  German  battalion,  438 

Naval  ftores,  how  to  be  exported  from  Carolina,  60 

Naval  committee,  account  of  their  expenditures,  362 

falary  of  the  commiffioners,  448 

Naval  officers  their  rank  and  pay,  459 

Navy  augmented,  '45^ 

New-York  delegates  receive  new  inftru6lions,  2 

New- York,  meafures  for  its  defence,  39,  91,  92 

accedes  to  the  declaration  of  Independence,  265 

not  to  be  damaged  by  general  Wafhington's  troops,  341 

exertions  for  its  defence,  341 

to  raife  another  battalion,  48? 

New-Jerfey,  troops  provided  for  and  money  advanced,  3,  4 

minute  men,  their  pay,  113 

Neogres,  free,  may  inlift,  but  no  others,  26 

New-Hampfhire,  troops  to  be  raifed  there,  173 

Nicholfon,  Colonel,  his  conduct  enquired  to,  293 

Nixon,  John,  appointed  brigadier  general,  303 

Nixon,  John,  £fq;  appointed  commiffioner  of  the  navy,  454 

North-Carolina  field  officers  commlfiioned,  1 

vacancies  to  be  filled  by  the  convention,  2 

and  Georgia  to  fend  committees  to  Charleftown,  to 
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confer  on  means  of  defence,  ^^g^  2 

North-Carolina,  additional  battalions  raifed,  field-pieces,  powder, 

and  medicine  fent  there,  and  their  field-officers  appointed,!  10,1 1 1 

North- Carolina  rangers  on  continental  eftabliihment,  293 

to  draw  on  the  prefident,  326 

to  embody  their  militia,  461 

Northern  army,  mode  of  fupplying  it,  509 

refolves  refpedling  it,  14,  509 

Oath  of  allegiance,  426 

Officers,  to  be  accountable  for  wafte  of  ftores,  15 

in  the  fecond  Canadian  regiment,  how  appointed,  35 

of  the  Jerfey  battalions,  allowed  a  bounty  on  recruits,  50 
having  ferved  in  Canada,  to  be  preferred,  68 

in  the  New-York  battalions,  refolve  refpe6ling  them,  90 
departing  from  orders,  to  be  called  to  account,  163 

to  make  monthly  returns  to  the  commander  in  chief,  166 
in  the  commifTary-general's  department,  their  pay  and  ra- 
tions, 187 
appointed  to  13  fhips  of  war,  203 
to  thePennfylvania  battalions  in  Canada,  2 1 1,  214 
having  ferved  in  Canada,  provided  for,  and  their  conduQ: 
inquired  into,  227,  248 
to  colonel  Dubois's  battalion,  23 1 
to  the  Virginia  rifle  company,  and  colonel  Stevenfon's  bat- 
talion, ^  254,260,345,359 
to  the  Pennfylvania  battalion,  278,  348 
to  the  fnip  Rawleigh,  280 
naval,  feveral  appointed,  307,  327 
to  the  Rhode-Illand  battalions,  346 
feveral  appointments  in  the  army,  30,  34,  105,  352 
to  the  Weftmoreland  troops,  .  355 
to  colonel  Warner's  battalion,  356 
not  to  hold  two  commiffions  at  once,  361,  363,  414 
French,  feveral  appointed,  363 
to  col.  Hand's,  col.  Ward's,  and  other  regiments,  389- 
engaging  during  the  war,  their  pay,  402 
ina6lualfervice,tobe  preferredin  theneweftabli{hment,403 
non-commiffioned,  and  foldiers  engaging  during  the  war, 
to  have  annually  a  fuit  of  cloaths,  404 
appointed  and  promoted  m  the  Virginia  battalions,  408 
not  to  be  allowed  for  arms  loft  or  taken,  414 
fick  or  difabled,  how  admitted  into  the  hofpitals,  466 
to  colonel  Hazen's  regiment,  495 
ens-aging  during  the  war,when  their  pay  fhailcommence,502 

Oe:den,  Matthias,  promoted,  ^4 

Ol-iara,  James,  promoted,  10 1 

Ottendorf,  Mynheer,  appointed  brevet  captain,  450 

promoted  and  direded  to  raife  anindependant  company 

482 


Painter  major,  complaints  againft  him,  .35* 

Palfry,  William,  Efq;  appointed  pay-mafter  general  152 

his  rank,  254. 

Parole,  form  of  one  to  be  figned  by  prifoners,  54 

Parfons,  Samuel,  Holden,  Efq;  brigadier  general,  303 

Patterfon,  John,  appointed  adjutant,  i 
Patterfon,  Samuel,  Efq;  fupplies  Congrefs  with  gold  and  filver,    34. 

Pay  of  officers  and  foldiers  to  be  made  in  perfon,  18 
Pay-mailer  general  at  Cambridge  to  draw  bills  pn  Congrefs,       26 

Pay  of  the  Maryland  troops  going  to  Accamack,  no 

of  troops  in  the  middle  department,  205 
Pay-mafter  regimental,  his  pay  and  rank,                             268,  407 

Pay-mafter  general  to  make  weekly  returns  to  Congrefs,  295 
Pay-rolls,  how  to  be  made  out,                                             386,415 

Peace,  propofals  of  to  be  made  to  Congrefs  only,  343 

Pierce,  Timothy,  to  be  profecuted,  446 

Pellifer,  Chriftian,  appointed  engineer,  288 

Pennfylvania,  to  call  out  her  aflbeiators,  474 

ordered  to  join  general  Wafhington,  486 
Pennet,  monf.  Aid-de-camp  to  general  Wafhington  by  breYetj4i2 

Peters,  Richard,  Efq;  fecretary  to  the  board  of  war,  21  r 

Philadelphia  aflbeiators  honoured  by  Congrefs,  64 

Phelps,  Noah,  his  petition  confidered,  148 

Plunder,  not  allowed  in  the  continental  army,  67 

Poft,  not  to  be  ftopped  except,  &c.  138 

Poftmafters  exempt  from  military  duty,  252 

Poftridera              ditto,  301 

Poft-office  regulated,  236 

Poftriders  and  exprefles  eftablifhed,  444 

Poftmafter's  deputy  at  camp,  allowed  rations,  445 

Potts,  Jonathan,  furgeon  in  the  Canada  department,  203 

Powder  arrived  at  Egg-Harbour,  12 

imported  and  difpofed  of,  57 

manufaflure  of,  promoted,  58 
ferit  to  New-Jerfey,  Virginia,  and  Canada,               63,  64. 

fent  to  general  Waftiington,  70 
infpe(£lors  appointed,  and  regulations  concerning  it, 3  3  3,3  3  9 

fent  to  general  Gates,  355 

Prentice,  major,  promoted,  305 

Prefcot,  general,  clofe  confined,  3 

and  captain  Chafe  fent  to  Philadelphia,;  ^5 

examined,  39 

committed  to  jail,                                                 .  43 

phyficians  to  inquire  into  the  ftate  of  his  health,  44 

allowed  a  fervant  and  phyfician,  47 

removed  to  private  lodgings,  5^ 

hig  baggage  plundered,  290 
3  X 
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l*rerident  of  Congrefs  to  iflue  blank  commiffions,  33 

Prefident  of  Congrefs  allowed  a  private  fecretary,  35 

to  employ  expreffes,  483 

Prefton,  major,  admitted  to  give  parole,  10 

Price,  Mr,  thanked  for  his  fervices  to  general  Montgomery,        18 

appointed  deputy-commiffary-general  of  ftores,         iia 

Price  and  Haywood,  to  draw  bills  on  the  prefident,  143 

their  accounts  fettled,  304,  308 

Prifoners  at  Trenton,  refolves  concerning  them,  22 

at  Efopus,  fupplied  with  neceffaries,  40 

not  to  be  inlifted,  46 

an  account  of  them  ordered  to  be  taken,  48 

taken  by  col.  Heard,  and  refolves  concerning  them, 5 2,77 

in  Canada,  meafures  taken  for  their  releafe,  86 

regulations  of,  101,  125,  13 1,  179 

attempt  an  efcape,  112 

exchanged,  167 

jiot  exchangeable  but  by  authority  of  Congrefs,         219 

taken  on  board  merchant-men   not  to  be  exchanged  for 

thofe  taken  in  fhips  of  war,  221 

a  confpiracy  for  releafing  them,  261,468 

mode  of  exchange,  230,279 

taken  at  fea  may  be  inlifted,  296 

in  Canada,  fupplied  with  neceffaries,-  317 

at  Carlifle,  complain  of  ill  ufage,  34^^ 

allowance  increafed,  4^9 

indulged  and  fupplied  with  neceffaries,  42 1 

removed  from  Briftol,  439 

from  N.  Carolina,  and  Philadelphia  takeij  care  of,500,503 

efcape  from  Baltimore,  5  *  ^ 

Privateers,  firft  refolves  concerning  them,  106 

form  of  their  commiffions,  116 

refolves  and  inftru6lions,  118,283 

Prize  money,  diftribution  of,  13,  420,  438 

Produce  to  be  exported  for  arms,  &c.  »99 

Promotions  to  be  made  by  Congrefs  only,  "166 

Provifions  lodged  at  Albany,  47^ 

Puplopen's  hill  fortified,  ^2 

Putnam,  Rufus,  appointed  engineer,  297 

Putnam,  general,  to  command  in  the  defence  of  Philadelphia,   499 

Quarter-mafter  general  to  make  weekly  returns,  295 

Quarter-mafters  not  to  prefs  horfes,  &c.but  in  cafes  of  neceffity,407 

Quebec,  an  unfuccefsful  attempt  againft  it,  28 

an  account  of  the  expedition  to  be  publifhed,        ^    ^      36 

Queen's  county,  in  New-York,  refufes  to  join  in  the  affociation,  7 

ordered  to  be  difarmed,  '  * 

names  of  the  principal  mal  contents^  9 

an  expedition  there  dire<5led,  ^^ 
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Randolph,  Edmund,  deputy  mufter-mafter  general,  Ho 
his  refignation,  150 
Rank  of  officers  appointed  on  the  fame  day  determined,  9 
Rank  and  pay  of  naval  officers,  459 
Rank  of  the  deputy  mufter-mailer  general  in  the  northern  depart- 
ment, 44^ 
Rangers  of  Carolina  put  on  the  eftabliftiment,  283 
their  rank,  356 
Rations,  their  value  afcertained,  361 
allowance  to  officers,  424 
of  the  Virginia  troops,  how  afcertained,  502 
Recruiting  officers,  inftruclioiis  and  allowance  to  them928,i65,29i 
Read,  Jofeph,  Efq;  adjutant-general,  201 
Read,  James,  brigadier-general,  303 
Reade,  Ifaac,  colonel,  307 
Regulations  in  the  army,  295 
in  the  northern  army,                                         479,  509 
Richmond  county, fend  deputies  to  the  convention  of  New-Ycrk,58 
Rickman,  William,  diredor  of  the  hofpital  in  Virginia,  177 
Rifles  to  be  purchafed  in  Virginia,  176 
Rifle  battalion  railed  in  Virginia,  177 
Rifle  companies  raifed  in  New- York,  334 
Road  from  Newbury  into  Canada  to  be  opened,  i66 
Roche  de  Fermoy  appointed  brigadier-general,  445 
Ritzema,  Rudolphus,  appointed  colonel,  iii 
Romans  Bernard,  his  petition  confjdered,  6,1 
Romand  de  Lijfle,  major  of  artillery,  453 
Rofs,  George,  promoted,  loi 
Rofs,  Alexander,  to  be  feized  with  his  papers,  136 
brought  to  Philadelphia,  153 
releafed,  168 
Rofs,  James,  his  petition  confidered,  386 
Rutledge,  John,  and  Edward,  Efq;  delegates  from  S.Carolina,  147 

Sanfom,  Murray  &  Co.  their  memorial  confidered,  57 

Salt-petre,  the  manufadlure  of  it  recommended,  ?3>  74 

Salt,  the  price  of  it  limited,  194 

the  limitation  taken  off,  494 

Salted  provifions,  &c.  not  to  be  exported,  512 

Schuyler,  general,  refolves  refpedling  the  northern  army  in  confe- 

quence  of  his  letter  to  Congrefs,  14 

to  audit  general  Montgomery's  accounts,  252 

inftru£led  and  invefted  with  new  powers,  17 

his  proceedings  againfl  the  tories  in  Tryon  county  ap- 

,   proved,  48 

to  nominate  officers  for  the  New-York  regiment,  49 

his  appointments  and  advance  of  bounty  approved,      49 

io  command  the  troops  in  New -York  governnaeat*    67 
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Schuyler,  general,  ftationed  at  Albany,  83 

difcontents  in  his  army,  278 

his  refignation  not  accepted,  397 

to  arrange  colonel  Elniore's  regiment — to  provide  for 
officers  having  ferved  in  Canada — obtains  leave  to  at- 
tend Congrefs— to  make  prefents  of  cloathing  to  the 
Indians,  ~  88 

inftruftions  to  him,  182,  188 

to  diftribute  the  llores,  &c.  taken  on  the  Sorrel,  agree- 
able to  general  Montgomery's  promife,  290,  446 
Scott,  Charles,  appointed  colonel,  307 
Scull,  Peter,  promoted,  105 
Seal  of  the  United  States,  a  device  laid  before  Congrefs,            32  i 
Seamen  encouraged  to  inlift  in  the  fervice  of  South-jCarolina,        29 
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Secret  committee,to  man  and  arm  veflels  importing  public  (lores, 138 
to  lay  their  proceedings  before  Congrefs,      167 
they  comply  v^^ith  this  order,  170 
to  deliver  all  arms,  &c.  to  the  board  of  war,392 
to  fit  out  veffels  to  cruize  in  the  Britifh  channel, 

399 
to  direftthe  deftination  of  the  continental  crui- 

fers,  410 
to  report  the  arrival  of  feveral  cargoes,4i7,423, 

428 

to  provide  equipage  for  the  horfe,  48 1 

Sellock,  Sijnon,  his  petition  confidered,  i 

Serjeant,  Jonathan  D.  Efq;  delegate  from  New-Jerfey,  69 

Serjeant-major,quarter- matter  general,&e.how  to  be  appointed,267 

Servants  not  to  inlift  without  confent  of  their  matters,  24 

Shee,  John,  Efq;  appointed  colonel,  6 

his  battalion  furnifhed  vi^ith  arms,  186 

his  refignation,  39^ 

Sheldon,  Elifha,  to  command  a  regiment  of  cavalry,  498 

Shephard,  William,  promoted,  395 

Shipwrights  ordered  for  Ticonderoga,  14 

this  refolve  re-confidered,  4^ 

Shippen,  Willism,  appointed  captain  of  an  arm.ed  veffel,  194 

Shippen,  William,  appointed  phyfician  to  the  flying  camp,  267 

Ships  of  war  named  and  oflRcered,  203 

Shipwrights  fent  to  lake  Champlain,  their  pay,  &c.  240 

Ships  of  war  to  be  honoured  by  private  veffels,  435 

Sick  foldiers  provided  for,  47^ 

Skinner,  Cortland,  to  be  examined  and  confined,  '6 

Smith, Dr.  to  deliver  an  oration  on  general  Montgomery,  55 

Smith,  Dr.  John,  examined  and  confined,  29 

Smith,  Richard,  Efq;  delegate  from  New-Jerfey,  69 

^mith,  Jonathan  Bayard,  Efq.  deputy  mufter-mafter  general,  254 


I       N       D       E       X, 

SmitK,  Jonathan,  Bayard,  Efq.  his  refignatlon,  392 
Smith,  William,  appointed  driiggift,     ^  320 
Smallwood,  William,  appointed  brigadier  general,  428 
Soldiers  soing  to  Canada, their  wives  to  receive  part  of  their  pay,36 
not  to  be  arrefted  for  fmall  debts,  45 
or  failors  diiabled  to  be  on  half-pay,  327 
encouraged  to  inliil  during  the  war,  358,404 
difabled,  not  to  be  difcharged  without  a  certificate  of  dlf- 
ability,                                                 _  395 
draited  for  the  quarter-mafcer's  ufe,  their  pay,  396 
Southern  itates,  meafures  for  their  defence,  109 
South-Carolina,  refolves  concerning  the  troops  there,  221 
Spencer,  Jofeph,  appointed  major  general,  "         305 
Soottfwood,  Alexander,  appointed  lieutenant  colonel,  308 
Spies,  refolves  concerning  them,  229,  322 
St.  Clair,  Arthur,  Efq;  appointed  colonel,  6 
his  battalion  ordered  to  Canada,  65 
appointed  brigadier  general,  303 
St.  Martin,  monfieur,  appointed  engineer,  281 
St=  Aulair,  monfieur,  to  raife  a  company  in  Canada,  105 
Stadler,  John,  appointed  engineer,  1 13' 
Sterling,  lord,  commended  for  taking  an  enemy's  (hip,  43 
appointed  brigadier  general,  80 
exchanged,  342 
Stephen,  Adam,  appointed  brigadier  general,  343 
jStates  to  furnifli  their  quota  of  troops,  357 
urged  to  a  full  reprefentation  in  Congrefs,  395 
to   make  legal  provifion  for   fupplying  the   quarter-mafler 
general  at  reafonable  rates,  396 
ur2;ed  to  import  military  ftores  433 
neglefting  ro  fendcommiffioners  to  camp  general  Wafhing- 
ton  to  appoint  officers  for  them,  441 
fouthern,  to  lay  up  military  ftores,  467 
urged  to  compleat  their  levies  467 
their  clainis  to  lands,  or  proportion  of  expences,  not  deter- 
mined by  previous  refolves,  473 
Stewart,  major,  prompted,  407 
Stores  removed  from  Philadelphia,  493 
Sutlers  to  the  army  in  Canada,  regulated,,  51 
encouraged,  68 
Surgeons,  refolves  concerning  them,  ij'^,  270 
to  the  Virginia  battalion,  how  appointed,  160 
regimental,  20 1 
in  the  army  and  navy  to  be  examined,  394 
regimental  to  be  under  the  controul  of  the  directors,  394 
Sullivan,  John,  appointed  major  p-eneral,  ^^03 
delivers  a  verbal  melTage  from  general  Howe,  339,  340 
exchanged,  342 
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Suger,  Frederick,  appointed  quarter  mafter,  ^49 

Supplies  voted  for  the  army,  ^96 

Taylor,  John  Efq;  appointed  judge  advocate,  160 

Tea,  refolves  concerning  the  fale  of  it,  i^z 

Temple,  Harriot,  her  petition  confidered,  332 

Tents  provided  for  the  army,  44,  342 

Thompfon,  William,  Efq;  appointed  brigadier  general,  80 

Thomas  general,  promoted,  83 

Thompfon,  colonel,  honoured  by  Congrefs,  276 

Thiftle  fchooner,  her  condemnation  reverfed,  390 

Thornton,  Matthew,  Efq;  delegate  from  Nev^-Hampfhlre,        441 

Ticonderoga  fort  repaired,  39 

exertions  for  Its  defence,  504>  509 

TIley,  lieutenant,  ordered  to  be  exchanged,  2 1 

Tories  to  be  difarm^d,  91 

not  to  be  molefted  without  legal  procefs,  223 

from  New-Jerfey,  difpofed  of,  4S9,  495 

fome  difcharged  on  figning  a  declaration^  497 

Trade,  regulations  of,  122 

communicated  to  foreign  nations,  1 30 

reftri6lIons  on  It  taken  off,  15^ 

Treafury  board,  their  powers,  74,  1 14 

Travelling  charges  allowed  the  deputy  commilTaries  in  Virginia,  424 

Troops  not  to  be  armed  or  dlfmiffed,  102 

raifed  for  the  defence  of  the  frontiers  of  Pennfylvania,  32^ 

officers  appointed,  326 

from  Maryland,  taken  Into  continental  pay,  325 

returning  from  fervlce  to  reilore  their  arms,  355 

to  be  trained  and  exerclfed,  363 

Trumbull,  Jonathan,  to  render  account,  &c.  295 

allowed  to  draw  bills  on  the  prefident,  220 

to  Import  provllions  from  the  fouthern  ftates,  512 

Tudor,  William,  his  rank.  305 

Tuthil,  Barnabas,  appointed  major,  158 

Tyler,  lieutenant  colonel,  promoted,  305 

VeiTels  loaded  for  Great-Britain,  not  to  fail,  76 

this  reftrI6lion  taken  off,  81 

Vefiels  left  at  Bofcon  by  the  enemy,  how  difpofed  of,  155 

Virginia  battalions,  when  their  pay  commences,  60 

convention  nominate  field  officers,  50 

to  colledl  hard  money,  124 

troops  fupplied  with  neceffarles,  142 

United  States,  fubftltuted  for  Ujj'tted  Colonies,  349 

Vermonet,  Monfieur,  major  by  brevet,  361 

Walpack,  &c.  committees,  their  petition  confidered,  135 
Walker,  Charles,  his  cafe  confidered,                                   204,  265 
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Walton,  George,  Efq;  delegate  from  Georgia,  500 

Ward,  Mr.  his  funeral  attended  by  Congrefs,  110 

Ward,  general,  his  refignation,  14^ 

his  pay  continued  after  refignation,  447 

Warren,  James,  his  refignation,  142 

Washington,  general,  honoured  by  Congrefs,  108 

to  fend  4  battalions  into  Canada,  1 10 

his  attendance  on  Congrefs  requefted,  17^ 

allowed  an afliftant  clerk,  1 84 
to  build  fire  rafts,  &c.  for  defence  of  New- York,  195 

to  employ  the  Stockbridge  indians,  294 
refufes  a  letter  from  lord  Howe  improperly  addreff- 

cd,  27a 

to  order  the  difpofition  of  the  armies,  281. 
to  appoint  pfficers  for  fuch  ftates  as  negledl  to  fend, 

commiflioners  for  that  purpofe,  441 
exertions  to  reinforce  him,                            472?  507 

invefted  with  extraordinary  powers,  508 

Wayne,  Anthony  Efq;  appointed  colonel,  6 

ordered  to  New- York,  70 

Webb,  William,  clerk  to  the  auditor  general,  137 

Weeden,  George,  Efq;  appointed  colonel,  307 

Weibert,  Monfieur,  his  rank  and  pay;  311 

Weftcoat,  Joel,  promoted,  131 

Wharton,  Carpenter,  to  fupply  the  militia,  250 
Wharton,  John,  Efq;  appointed  commiflioncr  of  the  navy,         454 

Whipple,  William,  Efq;  delegate  from  New-Hampfliire,  79 

Whipple,  Abraham  promoted,  406 

White,  Reverend  Mr.  appointed  chaplain  to  Congrefs,  503 

White  Anthony  Walton,  lieutenant  colonel,  57 

White  Eyes,  captain,  a  fpeech  to  him,  127 

Whitecomb,  John,  Efq;  appointed  brigadier  general,  203 

Winds,  William,   Efq;  promoted,  84 

Weibert,  monfieur,  taken  into  continental  fervice.  231 

Witherfpoon,  dofhor  John,  delegate  from  Nev»-Jerfey,  236 

Woedtke,  baron  appointed  brigadier  general,  94 

Wolverton,  captain  and  his  company  employed,  96 

Wood,  Jofeph,  Efq;  appointed  lieutenant  colonel,  288 

Woofter,  general,  acquitted  by  Congrefs,  3  16 

Wyoming,  harmony  recommended  to  the  fetlers  there,  13^ 

Yates,  Robert,  appointed  fecretary  for  indian  afi'airs,  123 

Yates,  Jafper,  commiiTioner  for  indian  affairs,  247 

Yates,  John,  appointed  regimental  pay-mafter,  302 

Young,  James,  Efq;  his  petition  refpeding  his  fon^  1Q5 
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